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TABLE  of  the  Namber  of  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS  within  the  Bills  of  MoitaUty, 
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Epochi. 


CteceiDber  . 
Janoary ... 
Pebmary  . 
March.... 

April. 

May 


CHRISTJ 
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Male. 


Female 
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957 
766 
878 
646 
773 


14,744 


694 
913 
726 
839 
639 
770 


4,601 


BURIED. 


Under 
Years. 
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472 
367 
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.i,546 
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129 
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151 
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9 
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780        6«9 
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900 
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779 
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704 
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Coals. 


Dec 


r.  d. 

6  0 

6  4 

7  4 


^  Ij 


1  0  0 


r74  6 


Jan. 


«.  d, 

6  4 

6  6 

7  0 


49  3} 


I  0  0 


65  0 


Feb. 


I.  d. 
6  6 
6  8 
8  0 


52  9} 


1  0  0 


|34  0 


Mar. 


1.  d, 

6  4 

6  6 

7  0 


53  1 


1  0  V 


67  0 


April 


i.  d 

6  0 

6  4 

6  8 


50  4^ 


I  0  (• 


58  6 


May 


t,  d. 
6  6 
6  8 
6  8 


^78jCwt. 
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Table  of  the  Prices  of  the  English  Three 
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to  May  1810,  inclusive. 


Day.  Dec.    Jan.   Teb.  |  Mar.'  April  |  May 


Table  of  the  Prices  of  the  French  Five 
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82.15 


76.80 


79.75 
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80*30 
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••  Tiiotf  t^ypocrite,  first  take  llje  beAfo  out  of  tliiiwj  c*n  eye  !" 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Nafolbox's  Projects. These  pro- 
tect* w«fc,  in  tb«-tnain,  evrdent  enough 
before,  bat  ifiey  seem  now  to  be  rather 
more  Miy  devtlo^ied. — — Tlie  Morning 
-Chronicle  aiwJ  ntlrtr  prims,  ca^l  the  Dr- 
"vo^CB  a  solemn /arctf."  ami  tliev  '.ive^  wis- 
dom to  set  donru  the  people  ot  France  as 
4la.vstj  because  they  sutlbr  such  a  thing  to 
take  place.  \Vl»at!  and  is  this,  then,  a 
proof  that  the  French  nation  {&  enslaved  ? 
because  an  o^d  woman  is  put  away  for  the 
paq»o^  of  hu>in^  a  young  one  put  m  her 
piace^  becauTk;  u  'woman,  who  has  been 
married  Co  Buonaparte,  is  put  af^ay  by 
fatm,  are  «re  to  conclude  that  the  nation  are 
'dfcareii?  1  munt  here  insert  the  passages, 
to  ^hkh  I  aHude ;  fi>r,  it  ivill,  ano- 
ther d^y,  be  amasing  to  look  back,  and  see 
how  uieasareft  (which,  in  ail  human  pro- 
babc/ity')  will  be  so  important  in  their  con- 
seqiieoees,  were,  at  first,  spoken  of  in  Eng- 
land.  "  The  projects  of  Napoleon,  and 

♦•  tbe.reasons  for  a-sehfibling  at  Paris  al^ 
^  cbeboiC  of  ttibotery  King^  and  Princes. 
**  begin  tt>  be  developed.  The  first  scene 
"  of  the  drama  appesirs  to  be,  the  long- 
^  talked -of  dissolat ion  of  the  marriage  of 
**  Napoleon  and  Josephine.  We  have  ex- 
«*  tracted  a  description  of  the  form  and 
^  manner  in  which  this  Imperial  pair  were 
-«  released  from^  their  marriage  vows,  and 
**  which  oar  readers  will  find  highly  amusing. 
««  The  ^oe  D^hich  was  played  for  th^ 
^  purpose  of  giving  something  Ukc  iJie  ap^ 
*'  peanmce  qf  a  legal  sanction  to  this  pro- 
^^  ceeding,  is  extremffy  laughabk.  Napo- 
«»  Icon  having  thus  got  rid  of  an  old  wonian, 
**  the  nsxt  step,  we  suppose,  will  be  to 
^*  marry  a  young  one.  This,  indeed,  is 
**  pretty  plainly  iiirtted  at  in  his  speech 
'<  upon  Cbis  subject,  in  which  he  intimates 
**  his  desire  to  have  children,  who  shall 
^  inherit  bis  love  for  France,  and  so  forth." 

wAgaint  '**  The  solemn  farce   which 

*f  Booiiiipart^  has  exhibited  in  dissolving 
^  bb  mairiaice  with  Josephine,  is  a  com- 
^  btoation  <^  hypocritical  deference  to  pub- 
tt  lie  opinionj  with  that  real  disregard  of 
^  Cbe  s^ntifocnts  and  utiderstandings  of 
tf  tb^  beU^r  iiifoi-nied  class  of  the  commu- 


. — —  [» 

"  nify,  w  hich  tht*  prid**  of  power,  the  in-" 
*'  tt'Kication  of  sucoe<$,  a*id  a  tewjoer  na- 
'*  turally  arroeant,|a£e^*j»atfcMlHted  t^^'iiK 
"  spire,  U  heii  hcr'lsJks  "of 'immoUting  • 
"  ihr  m<M  sac^ea^o/^Ji^sa^lj^'tions-iotthj*; 
"  wajits  of  hisp€opl6;^4thVutt£«!i"hiprrtlt. 
''  jBacrifico  which  he  has  made,  he  mutt 
^' tntertain  either  the  most  sovereign  ecoh- 
*'  teniptfor  the  capacities  of  the  great  mast 
*^  of  the  French  nation,  or  take  a  strange 
"  delight  in  outraging  the  fidings  qf  those 
"  agabist  whose  'hostility  he  considers  himstif 
"  as  peffectfy  secured.  There  must,  bow- 
''  ever,  be  many  fn  France  ivhose  tmnky  w 
"not  to  6e  df^Hsei,  Many  tvbp  cannot 
"  endure,  with  perfect  inoiflferencc,  that 
•'  insist  sfiould  be  added  to  their  political  de^ 
'^  gradation,  thoagl>  it  is  probable  that  a 
''  great  majority  of  those  on  whom  thia 
*' solemn  n^ockery  cannot  impose,  will 
'*  dismiss  the  matter  with  a  shrug  of  the 
"  shoulder,  and  a  significant  laugh,  if  they 
**  can  •Denture  so ^  far  to  express  tlteir  feelings* 
'*  The  horrid  events  which  accompanied 
"  the  Revolutiod^  /^J^  hclbit  of  sa^"'V<3  to 
<'  the  oppresnans  -of  th^,  couscriptjoi/,  and 
"  the  despair  of  being  able  to  beticr  their 
■*'  situation,  have  produced;  a  degree  of 
^'apathy  in  France  which  even  the  most 
*'  ktiniUating  proceetUngs  of  fheir  Tyrant  can- 

"  not  effectually  ilisturb." A  more 

senseless  set  of  oD<)crvations  than  these  I 
do  not  rjfecollect  to  havs  seen.-* — VJ^at 
does  this  wrher  mean  by  a  farce  f  What 
does  he  mean  by  the  appearoHce  of  a 
legal  sanctioli  ?  Is  not  the  thing  real; 
an<i,  as  to  /r^.what-  mote  of  legality 
can  any  thing  have»  than  has  been  given  to 
this  divorce  ?  ThQ  act  has  been  appro veci 
of  and  passed  by  those  who  make  laws  for 
France  ;  and,  if  you  ci.\\  it  farcical,  yon  ^ 
may,  if  you  please,  call  those  acts  farcical, 
by  whicn  Niipoleon  was  made  Emperor  ot 
the  French  and  King  of  Italy* — — It  is, 
therefore,  downright  silliness,  or  very 
childish  affectation,  to  call  this  act  a/oroa; 
to  say,  that  it  is  highly  amusing,  and  extrevte^ 
ly  laughable.  Men,  in  our  situation,  whp 
can  la'jgh  at  4,his  act,  which  is  evidently 
the.  forerunner  of  great-eyents,  mr<i  be 
made  of  strange  stuft'  indeecl.  »> — ^1  should 
like  to  know,  too,  upon  what  ground  it  i«^ 
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that  Buonaparte  is,  upofi  this.  occaKion, 
charged  with  hypocrisy.  His  conduct  has 
b^en  pretty  open,  I  think.  His  motif^w 
must  have  been  fairly  avowed,  because  be 
cannot  be  actuated  by  other  motives  than 
those  which  he  has  avowed.  If  it  had  been 
the  gratification  of  mere  passion  that  ani- 
mated him,  there  would  have  been  no  need 
at  all  f  )r  ihe  divorce.  There  has  been  no 
disindse  at  all.  Not.only  is  the  motive  evi- 
^Oit»  but  k  4§  5)^f  b]^  fand  most  explicitly 
ftvo(vcd  by'hrm  ;  'and,  yet,  the  Mornirvg 
:  t*bT^icJe.cfejifge»  h)m  'with  hypocrisy. -^-^ 
I  Ncdc^'Cofnes*  *a:  mbift'  pathetic,  lament^ition 
over  the  poor  French  nation,  whose  capaci- 
ties have  been  so  contemned,  and  whose  feel- 
t»g»  have  been  so  outraged  in  this  transac- 
tion. Alas!  and  Alas!  says  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  the  poor  'nation  have  been  so 
completely  bent  down  by  the  haHit  ^of  sub- 
ftduing  to  oppressions,  that  they  will  hardly 
Tenture  to  express  their  feelings  at  this  new 
insult,  added  to  their  political  degrada- 
tion, or  even  at  i\\ii  mo^ihwnUiating  pro- 
ceedings of  their  Tyrant  /-—Alas  !  and 
alas !  for  the  poor  people  of  France  ! 
Alas !  poor  people,  their  sovereign  has  put 
away,  his  old  wife  with  a  view  to  take  a 
young  one.  Just  as  if  Mr.  Perry  never 
'knew  this  done  brfore.  Just  as  if  this  was 
lhe/ri^/i;Mf  that  the  thing  had  happened 
in  the  world.  Just  as  if  the  writer  ima- 
gined, that,  by  affecting  to  have  lost  his 
own  powers  of  recollection,  he  would  be 
able  to  deprive  his  readers  of  those  powers. 

But,  pray.  Sir,  Uiha{  reason  have  the 

French  people  to  be  offended  at  this  pro- 
ceeding of  their  Emperor  ?  I,  for  my  part, 
can  see  no  reason  whatever  for  their  being 
offended.  I  can  see,  [n  this  act  of  divorce, 
no  contempt  ofiered  to  the  mental  capaci-, 
ties  of  the  French  nation :  1  can  see,  in  it, 
no  outrage  olK»red  to  their  feelings :  I  can 
Met,  in  it,  nothing  iasulting  to  the  nation, 
nothing,  either  in  the  matter  or  tnanner  of 
the  whole,  or  any  part^  of  tho  proccediuc, 
humiliating,  in  the  small€;3t  degree,  to  the 
French  nation.  On  the  contrary,  I  think 
•that  man's  mind  must  be  strangely  per- 
.verted,  who  does  not  perceive,  that  the 
proceeding  must  be  grateful  to  the  feelings 
of  the  French  nation;  roust  be  flattering 
to  the  fieople  of  France,  who  will  certain- 
ly prefer  an  Empress,  young  and  of  spot- 
less fame,  to  one,  of  whom  the  world  took 
the  liberiy  to  speak  rather  lightiy,  and 
ivhom  an  English  biographer  has  described 
as  one  of  the  most  iniamoufl  wref  ubes  that 
ever  lived  upon  Uie  face  of  t>ie  ear^.  It 
it  quit«  curiqas  io  obicrve^  how  our  love 


and  hatred  shift  about  as  occasion  requires. 
The  biographer,  to  Whom  1  allude,  and 
whose  book,  I  believe,  is  entitled  the  Re- 
volutionary Plutarch,  has  described  tbc 
Empress  Josephine  as  the  most  dissolute, 
and  most  impious  wr«Ch  tlrat  ever  dis- 
graced the  female  sex  and  form.  She  is, . 
by  this  writer,  said  to  have  been  one  of 
those,  who,  in  a  state  of  perfect  nudity,  re- 
presented, before  the  public  eye,  the  God- 
dess of  Rea<ion ;  and,  she  is  said  to  iiare 
declared,  during  the  life-time  of  her  for- 
mer husband,  that^  though  she  had  several 
children,  born  after  her  marriage  with  hira, 
she  was  proud  to  say,  that  he  teas  the  father 
cf  neither  qf  them,  I  remember  these 
two  anecdotes ;  but,  there  are,  in  tKe 
work  alluded  to,  two  hundred,  probabl}', 

as  disgraceful  as  tliese. ^This  book  hi» 

been  very  ranch  read.  It  has  been 
received  with  a  gi'eedioess  proportioned 
to  the  envy  of  some  and  the  fear-in- 
spired hatred  of  others.  It  has  been 
believed,  or  aflected  to  bo  believed,  b}  a 
great  jmrt  of  those  who  have  read  it ;  and 
no  small  part  of  -our  daily,  weekly, 
and  monthly  publications  have  bcjitowed 

their  sanction  upon  it. Well,  then,  if 

this  book  does  not  speak  truth;  if  we  are 
now  ready, to  disavow  the  contents  of  tbw 
book,  {lud  to  say,  that  Josephine  is  a 
mighty  good  sort  of  woman;  who  will  be- 
lieve us  in  future  ;  and  what  a  pretty  fi- 
gure shall  we  make  in  the  world  ?  If>  en 
the  contrary,  we  stand  to  what  we  have 
said  ;  '\fw6  still  assert,  that  Josephine  hsa 
been,  and  is,  the  most  dissolute  ami  tl»e 
most  impious  wretch  amongst  the  daugh- 
ters of  Eve;  if  we  still  assert  this,  with 
what  face  can  we  join  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle in  pretending  to  believe,  that,  in  put- 
ting such  a  woman  away.  Napoleon  has 
''  insulted  the  undenlonding,'*  and  "  out- 
raged the  feelings,"  of  the  people  of  France? 

It  is    hardly  possible>    but,    really, 

upon  looking  over  the  article  again,  I  am 
half  afraid,  that  the  Morning  Chronicle 
has  given  a  little  into  cant,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  has  made  an  eflbrt  to  induce  hix 
readers  to  consider  this  act  of  Napoleon  as 
irrdigioiis.  If  this  be  his  meaning,  let  me 
•dbk  him  what  he  thinks  of  the  divorce  bills, 
wfiich  are  passed  in  Engkmd  ;  and  let  me 
then  aftk  bim '  why  a  divorce  Jbili  shoald, 
iri  France,  be  any  more  irreli]gioBs  thdn  it 
is  in  England  ?  Or,  does  lie  think,  that 
the  thing,  when  prefe^^ed  by  an  act  of 
adtiltery.  is  not  so  irreligioMs  as  when  not 
prefaced  by  such  an  act  ?  Let  roe  ask  him, 
too^as  he  seems  to  have  his  reii^us  scru* 
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-pies  on  board,  what  he  think*  ofthecus- 
r.  h  ^™r'"-  '^''T'  "  any  awizes,  8e 
upin  uie  eiitrance.st^ps,  proclaim,  aftei* 
ll^ree  times  ringing  a  bell,. the  dissoluiion 
of  iqarriage  between  snch  a  mnn  and  such 
a  iBteaJi,  and  that,  too,  wiThout  aiiy 
crW  abater er  -havinsf  U^jft  aIU<%(H* 
Ipj^  ctttrfr  pbny  to  such  marriacfe. 
„  JllliJUpjpecnber^  when,  a  marriage  hav- 
ip^SKn  place  contrary  to  the  wish  of 
tUe.Qj^rei^u  ot  the, lady,  she  was  forcibly 
"caiwd  homt,  and  there  kept,  until  an  act 
of  tiie  liCgls^ure,  without  the  consent  of 

the  hashiitii^issohed  the  Tnairia^,- To 

tafi,  then,  )vilfi  seeming  horror,  of  the  late 
proceedifj^  in  trance  is,  to  say  the  very 
best  of  i|,  miserably  silly  ;  and,  it  has, 
besides,  this  Very  mischievous  effect,  that 
it  draws  the  public  mind  away  from  tliat 
tiew  of  the  matter  which  it  ought  to  take, 
twfvfbkh,  if  it  did  take  that  view',  would 
hi^Apafiusf  rtst  If  for  (he /con%f  qutnces. 
lostey  cf  aifecling  to  hu^k  at  the  grand 
political  inta^ure  in  qviesiion ;  instead  of 
afitti9g  (and  most  wretched  alFectation 
tlisj  lo  pay  the  people  of  France  ;  instead 
oftWwasiing  the  precious  time  for  re- 
flection and  preparation,  we  ought  to  be 
wdi  weighing  the  probable  consequences 

of  diis  grand  stroke  of  policy. The 

project,  so  long  talked  of,  and  such  a  fa- 
yoor^  with  the  people  of  France,  who, 
down  to  tfie  street-sweepers,  tliink  that 
Prance  ought  to  command  the  world ;  the 
project  of  Napol'on's  being  proclaimed 
Empeboe  Of  THE  West  seems  now  tp  be 
«pon  the  eve  of  being  put  in  execution. 
The  King  of  Holland  resigns,  and  so,  it  is 
very  liiiely,  will  the  king  of  Spain.  These 
two  countries,  including  Portugal  of  course, 
once  well  subdued  ;  once  brought  to  hand, 
as  the  saying  is  ;  once  rendered  manage- 
able and  applicable  to  all  the  purposes  of 
war,  that  war  will,  that  war  must,  in  all 
its  terrors,  be  levelled  against  tftcse  Isl^nds^ 

it ^This  is  what  we  should  think  about, 

and  not  about  the  legality,  or  illes;ality,  of 
Napoleon's  divorce,  as  if  we,  living,  for 
oursias,  under  a  government  of  barristers, 
were  consulting  whether  we  should  net 
aisail  him  with  an  information  for  bigamy. 
The  divorce,  especially  if  followed  up  by  a 
marriage,  which  shall  give  fair  hopes  of 
children  to  the  Emperor,  will  greatly  con- 
tribute towards  the  establishment  of  thej 
contemplated  Western    Empire.      Now; 

*(siart  not,  reader,  at  what  I  aui  going  toj 
nyj  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if,! 
sopposii^  Napoleon  to' jucoeed  ia  con- 
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^uering  Spain  and  PortUi?aLhi»  --^ -  -.- 
i^H«rcTit^o  n{('sd  islands  to  make  part  qf  ha 
domnions,  in  as  far,  at  lt^a«t,  as  related  to 
title  and  homage.  How  should  we  like 
that  ?  I  bp^  the  reatfr  r  duly  to  cjgi- 
siider  it.  I  beg  hkn  not  to  refv  upon  any 
thing,  til  he  has  trie  J  its  foundation- 
Ilowmany,  and  how  many  times,  have  wc 
boen  disappointed  in  our  h  '[ies  1  How 
many  times  has  Napoleon  i)cen  uj>on  the 
brink  of  destruction,  bodily  or  political  ? 
Still  he  lives,  and  at  the  clcjse  of  every 
succeeding  year,  he  seems  twice  as  great 
as. he  was  at  the  clone  of  the  preceding 
one.  At  every  peace,  with  whomsoever 
made,  he  gains  something.  I  beseech 
the  reader  to  look  over  the  world  now  ; 
and  then  look  back  to  the  epoch  of  //*c 
peace  qf  Amiens.  Whv,  there  is  such  a 
change  in  fwour  of  K'apolcon's  power^; 
others'  have  lost  so  much  and  be  bat 
gained  so  much,  that  one  cannot,  without 
some  time  spent  in  the  endeavour,  bring 
back  one's  mind  to  the  then  state  of  thingf. 
Well,  if  this  progress  continue  ;  if  succeja 
still  attend  the  conqueror,  and,  if  wc  suU 
proceed  in  our  present  course,  what  does 
reason  sav*  that  our  fate  must  be  ?— — 
But,  arc  there  no  means  of  cHectually  pro- 
viding for  our  safety  ?  Are  there  no 
meuns,  which  shall  enable  us  to  say  : 
*^  (^rfy  yo^^  pow^  ?  Some  there  are, 
who  recommend  peace  as  the  only  means 
of  saving  ourselves.  I  have  no  objectioa 
to  peace,  in  the  abstract ;  but,  I  do  nofc 
see  how  peace  is  at  all  to  tend  towards  our 
safely  ac^ainst  the  power  of  Napoleon ; 
how  it  can  at  all  lend  to  rescue  us  from 
that  danger,  into  which  we  have  been 
plunged  during  the  un-checked  sway  of  th» 
Pittites.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  peace 
were  to  be  treated  tor  now,  is  there  aay 
one,  except,'  perhapft/  Fitzgerald  the  pen- 
sioned poet,  or  some  such  person,  w1m> 
could  expect,  that  Napoleon  would  per- 
mit us  to  say  one  single  word 'about 
^pain,  Portugali  Holland,  the  Hans-Towns, 
Denmark,  Naples,  or  any  part  of  Italy  or 
Germany  ?  Is  there  any  man,  not  Jnucdi 
more  than  half  an  idiot,  who  supposes, 
that  he  would  treat  with  «s  about  any 
thing  but  mere  islands  and  maritime  sta- 
tions ?  Is  there  upon  earth  a  wretch  so 
devoid  of  sense  as  to  believe,  for  one  mo- 
ment, that  Napoleon  would  make  ar^ 
peace  with  us,  except  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  being  ejiabled  to  prepare  for  ,a 
war,  in  whiph  we  should  breathe  our 
last  ?  J  do  MOt  Relieve,  th«i;e  )%  H« 
A2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


7] 


fOLVTlCAL  BEG]STm.^Napokon^tProjcCti.  [^ 

or  ten  ferrcU,  who,  it  was 


TOnnld  fwflAr  a  peace ; 


aye,  would  he,  and 
Teirrcsr'to  Kmgs  vrrm*  hmrS  nJMpCj 
noddles ;  but  he  would  certainly  not 
suOer  us  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  of  the 
Southern  Peninsula.  He  would  not  hear  a 
word  from  us  upon  th«  subject.  Well, 
then,  what  should  we  get  by  such  a  peace  ? 
Diminish  ourcxptnces  ?  Yes,  indeed,  if  we 
were  to  act  upon  differtnt  principles  qf  de- 
fence than  those  we  now  act  upon.  But,  sup- 
posing our  present  system  all  to  continue, 
how  should  we  dare  to  diminish  our  ex- 
p'ences,  either  by  land  or  sea  ?  Napo- 
leon,  who,  be  it  observed,  is  never  in 
mny  fear  of  us;  and  he»-c  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  taking  a  louk  at  our  situation 
in  this  respect ;  at  the  dreadful  odds 
against  which  we  have  to  contend ;  and 
at  the  humiliating  contrast  which  the  state 
of  England  now  presents  when  compared 
with  her  state  only  seventeen  years  ago. 
At  that  time,  if  aay  one  had  said;  at  that 
time,  when  the  grand  master  of  talk  was 
annually  making  his  display  of  the  inex- 
haustible resources  of  the  nation  ;  if,  at, 
that  lime,  amr  one  had  risen  up,  at  the 
end  of  one  of  the  grand  master's  rattling 
speeches,  and  foretold,  that,  under  the 
sway,  the  absolute  unchecked  sway,  of 
this  same  "  ht)aven-born"  talker  and  his 
disciples,  the  English  nation  should  be  in 
•uch  a  situation  as  for  it  to  become  a  matter 
of  course,  that  the  contest,  in  which  she 
5hould  be  engaged,  should,  on  her  part,  be 
a  contest  for  existence,  and,  on  the  part  of 
France,  a  contest  merely  for  conquest;  if 
any  one  had,  at  the  time  referred  to,  so 
predicted,  he  would  have  been  set  down 
as  a  madman  or  a  fool ;  he  would  have 
been  the  standing  jest  of  all  the  pert  tribe 
of  '*  young  friends,"  of  all  the  swarm  of 
punsters  and  parasites,  by  whom  the  grand 
talker  was  surrounded.  First  rite  grand 
talker  made  war  against  France,  in  order 
to  keep  democracy  iiv  check;  next  he 
wanted  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security 
for  the  future  ;  last,  his  disciples  and  suc- 
cessors are  making  war  for  our  existence  as 
a  nation.  The  result  of  the  combination 
against  France  puts  me  in  mind  of  what  I 
once  saw  with  respect  to  a  Cat,  an  animal 
renowned  for  its  nuaAer  of  lives,  but  not 
'  for  more  lives  than  the  French,  whom  the 
grand  talker,  with  the  aid  of  lyivemols 
and.  others,  killcd'more  than  nine  times. 
The  cat,  of  which  I  was  speaking,  was 
doomed  to  die,  and  in  order  to  save  trou- 
ble, and,  at  the  same  time,  to  tiim  his  car- 
cass to  account,  he  wu  tossed  into  a  den. 


containing  nmc^.v^-  -—^  coalition, 

the  morning,  however,  when  the  door  of 
the  den  was  opened,  out  bounced  th» 
cat,  leaving  all  the  ferrets  dead  upon  the 

straw. -From  being  the  assailed  France 

quickly  became  the  assailant ;  and  other 
nations,  from  entertainitig  hopes  of  being 
able  to  partake  in  the  spoils  of  her,  bav%, 
one  after  another,  had  to  supplicate  her 
to  spare  them  some  trifle  of  their  posses- 
sions. There  remains  not  one  nation, 
England  excepted;  in  all  Europe  there 
remains  not  one,  except  England,  which 
has  not  been  compelled  to  bend  the  knee 
to  France  ;  and,  can  any  man  believe,  that 
the  ruler  of  France  will  ever,  while  he  has 
life,  cease  to  endeavour  to  make  England 

also   bend   the  knee  ? Napoleon  ha^ 

and  will  have,  in  ca.se  of  peace  nothing  tq 
fear  from  us,  lie  will  need  to  employ 
none  of  his  resources  for  purposes  of  de- 
fence,  while  we  must  be  always  as  much 
upon  the  alert,  as  if  war  were  actualljr 
going  on.  He  will,  in  the  meanwhile,  be 
employed  in  building  ships  and  in  esta- 
blishing a  navy,  and  that,  too,  upon  a  scale 
'of  which  none  of  us  seem  to  have  formed 
any  idea.  But,  let  any  man  cast  his  eye 
oyer  the  ports  and  think  of  the  maritioae 
means,  of  all  sorts,  that  Napoleon  will  pos- 
sess; then  let  him.  look  at  the  last  *'  £x- 
"  POSE  ;*'  let  him  see  what  stupenJoua 
works  are  even  now  going  on  in  our  enemy's 
vast  empire  ;  let  him  look  at  the  extensive 
preparations  which  are  already  making, 
all  pointing  to  the  last  great  object,  our" 
subjugation ;  and  then  let  him  say,  if  he 
can,  that  otir  danger  is  not  most  immi- 
nent ;  let  him  say,  if  he  can,  that  there 
could  possibly  be,  for  England,  any  chanet 
of  repose  in  peace,  unless  our  system  un- 
dergo a  change. ^The  peace  of  Amiens 

was  never  finished.  Our  ministers  then 
told  ug,  that  we  went  to  war  again,  becazM 
we  could  not  remain  at  peace.  How,  the4 
should  we  be  able,  with  the  same  system^ 
to  remain  at  peace  when  Holland  and  the 
Southern  Peninsula,  when  all  continental 
Europe  in  short,  is  moulded  into  one  solid 
empire,  under  the  sway  of  a  man,  capable 

of  wielding  it  for  our  destruction  ? 1^ 

peace,  then,  brought  no  repose  ;  if  its  dan« 
gers  and  alarms  were  as  great,  or  greater 
than  those  of  war ;  if  it  brought  no  sensible 
diminution  of  expense,  is  it  to  be  expi  cted« 
that  we  could  long  live  in  that  state  ?  And, 
is  it  not  to  be  f<^ared,  that  the  nation,  a| 
last  wearied  out  by  the  harrassing  threats 
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of  an  enemy,  whom  it  neTer  could  harrass 
with  any  alarms  id  return,  would  feel  dis- 
posed to  lend  Its  neck  to  his  yoke,  having 
ike  example  of  all  other  nations  to  keep  it 

in  countenance  ? The  title  of  Emperob 

OP  THE  West  ;  the  bare  taking  of  that 
title,  woold  have  not  a  little  effect  upon 
men's  mind?.  The  title  would  grow  fami- 
liar amongst  us  in  spite  of  ourselves.  By 
little  and  Tittle  vthe  desire  for  repose  would 
subdue  the  remains  of  national  spirit  and  of 
antipathy  towards  the  conqueror;  and, 
from  that  state,  it  would  be  but  one  step  to 

sabmission  to  bis  sway. Let  any  man 

take  a  calm  and  impartial  view  of  the 
matter;  let  bim  consider,  that  it  must  be 
the  ansioos  desire  of  Napoleon  to  conquer 
England,  in  which  object  he  will  have  the 
hearts  of  all  Frenchmen  with  him,  and  in 
which  4^ject,  from  the  joint  operation 
of  shame  and  envy,  he  will  have  with 
him  the  hearts  of  all  the  nations  ^e  has 
subdued  ;  let  it  be  considered,  that,  with- 
out the  conquest  of  this  kingdom.  Napo- 
leon can  never  look  upon  his  work  as  Tialf 
finished :  let  any  man  calmly  'consider 
these  things;  let  him  consider  how  rapidly 
we  have  gone  on  from  bad  to  worse,  and 
that  the  last  year  of  our  progress,  in  this 
way,  has  been  more  rapid  than  any  former 
one ;  and,  when  he  has  thus  considered, 
let  Yam  say,  what  hope  we  have  of  safety, 
idiieif  vx  kwe  recount  to  means  not  hitherto 
tried,'— '^We  have,  God  knows,  not  tfcen 
toantmg  m  exertions.  We  have  made  exer- 
tions enough ;  but,  they  have  proved  to  be 
of  the  wrong  sort.  We  hare  raised  armies 
and  fitted  out  fleets;  but  we  have  not 
made  exertions  enough,  nor,  indeed,  any 
at  all,  towards  arming  the  hearts  ofthepeo- 
pk,  and  especially  the  people  in  that  part 
of  the  kingdom,  wbich>  in  all  cases^  must 
be  most  exposed  tp-  the  attacks  of  the 

enemy. ihave  lately  described  the  state 

of  Ireland;  I  have  lately  appealed  to  my 
nreaaera,  as  to  what  the  feeling  and  dispo- 
fition  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  that  is,  in 
bcXt  ^e  Irish  nation,  must  be ;  and,  I 
need  not  ask  what  their  additional  feelings 
most  be  upon  reading,  in  Napoleon's  jEr- 
^of^  bis  sentiments,  view^^  and  measures 
with  regard  to  religious  toleration.  Upon 
the  tub>e€t  of  "  Religious  Worship," 
the  Expoti  WTs:  "  The  Government,  in 
"  iti  tespact  for  conscience,  has  not  de- 
"  Tiitod  firom  the  line  which  it  had  traced 
*'  out  to  itself*  Its  principles,  with  re- 
^  ipect  to  religion,  have  had  their  appH- 
"  cation^  this  year,  as  in  the  preceding. 
^  It  does  not  confine  itself  to  ths  tolera- 


"^  tion  of  all  kinds  of  religious  forms  of 
*'  worship,  it  honours  and  encourages 
"  them*  The  different  sects  of  Chris- 
''  tianity,  founded  on  the  morality  of  the 
"  Gospel,  are  all  useful  to  society.  The 
"  Lutherons.of  the  FauxbourgSt.  Antoine^ 
"whose  number  amounts  to  0,000,  bad  no 
'*  temple,  and,  from  time  immemorial, 
'*  exercised  their  worship  in  the  Swedish 
"  Chapel.  Their  church  has  been  acknow- 
'*  ledged  ;  their  Ministers  have  been  ap- 
"  pointed  by  the  Emperor,  and  are  main- 
*^  tained  at  the  expence  of  the  State. — ^A 
"  School    of    Calvinistic    Theology    has 

"  been  established  at  Montauban.   

This  is  as  much  to  be  feared  as  an  army 
of  200,000  men !  This  is  long-sighted, 
policy.  How  many  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  hearts  will  this  win  f 
Napoleon,  as  Was  observed  by  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  out-hid  us  in  Spain ;  and  be  is 
here  endeavouring  to  out-bid  us  at  home. 
He  neglects  nothing  that  is  calculated  to 
advance  his  purposes.  He  leaves  not  a 
soul  untempted  to  join  him,  while  thosa 
who  have  to  combat  him  seem  as  if  they 
were  afraid  of  having  loo  many  friends. 
The  contest  is,  indeed,  fearfully  unequal. 
He  sets  all  prejudices  at  defiance  ;  whila 
they  seem  to  desire  nothing  so  much  as 
petty  squabbles  about  what  can  be  of  n« 
use,' except  i^  be  to  produce  divisions, 
and,  of  course,  weakness,  amongst  those 
who,  if  united,  might  mar  their  interested 
views.-^ — We  should,  under  the  sway  of 
the  most  wise,  and  most  liberal  men,  have 
much  to  do,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  obtain 
a  fair  chance  of  safety.  A  little  matter 
lyould  be  nothing  at  all.  The  whole  of 
the  people  must  have  a  new  spirit  put 
into  them.  I(ut,  I  think  we  shouki  hegia 
tvith  Ireland;  for,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
how  soon  that  nation  may  be  put  to  the 
test.  Upon  this  subject,  and  by  way  of 
supplement  to  my  late  articles,  relative 
to  Ireland,  I  shall  insert,  in  my  next  Re- 
gister, a  letter  which  comes  from  Doctoe 
MiLNER,  the  contents  of  which  are  very 
interesting  and  important.  The  bare 
reading  of  this  letter  is  sufficient  to  con- 
vince any  man,  that  the  measures,  which 
it  recommends,  ought  to  be  adopted  with- 
out delay. 'I  do  not  think,  that,  amongst 

all  the  circumstances,  favourable  to  tha 
views  of  Napolec^,  any  one  is  so  favour- 
able as  the  jyresent  state  qf  Ireland.  He  is, 
we  may  l>e  assured,  as  wetl  acquainted 
with  that  state  as  we'arc.  He  knows,  to  % 
hair,  what  can  and  what  cannot  be  dona 
there.     He  has,  in  his  pay,  persons  whose 
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sole  bu<»lness  it  is 
relative  to  Ireland  ;  and,  in  short;  ho  has, 
I  dare  say,  an  Irisl^  depart  nit  nl  of  politics. 
It  ivas  declared  in  pailiamcnt,  that  there 
was  a  French  party  in  Ireland  ;  and,  I  dare 
55ay,  that  Napoleon  did  rot,  even  then, 
warit. such  information.  Well,  then:  let 
ns  out-bid  him  ;  It  t  us  sedticehis  p&rty  f^^m 
liiin  ;  let  us. bribe  them  by  kiudiitsi  ;  let 
\is  pnrch?>se  the  m  with  acts  of  liberality 
and  justice.  The  time  is  now  hastily 
coming,  when  we  cannot  afford  to  have 
any  malcontents ;  our  cau^e  wanls  the 
tvnole  of  our  people;  \vc  cannot  lot  one 
half  remain  at  home  to  keep  down  the 
other  half.  In  one  word,  the  liearts  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  must  he  gained,  or  there 
IS  no  hope  of  safety  for  England! 

W".  COJiBETT. 
Bf.tfcy,  MhJan,  1810. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

France. — Address  qfike  Legislative  l^y  to 
the  Emperor;  and  his  Anttver. 

Paris,  Dec.  )  S.—Last  Sunday,  the  Empe- 
ror and  King,  being  on  the  throne,  surround- 
ed by  the  Princes,  the  Ministers,  the  grew 
Officers  of  the  Empire,  the  Membersof  the 
Senate,  and  by  t  hose  of  the  Council  of  State, 
deceived,  befbrc  mass,  at  tlie  palace  of  the 
Tbuillerles,  a  deputation  frfcm  the  Legis- 
fivc  Body.  This  deputation  was  conduct- 
ed to  the  audlejiCe  of  his  M^osty,  by  a 
Deputy  Master  of  the  Ceremonies,  intro- 
duced by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Cere- 
Idonies,  and  presented  by  his  Serene  High- 
ness the  Prince  Vice  Grand  Elector. 
The  deputation  being  admitted  to  tlie  foot 
^f  the  throne,  spoke  in  the  following  terms, 
fhe  Address  which  had  been  voted  to  his 
Jlajesty : 

"  Sire ;  The  Legislj|tive  Body  beholds 
yoU  greater,  every  time  it  has  the  honour 
6f  approaching  your  Majesty's  throne. 
Each  year  is  for  you  an  age  of  glory ; 
each  return  to  your  capital,  is  a  fresh  tri- 
'iHnph.  When  you  were  at  a  distance 
from  France,  your  genius  did  not  abandon 
Iicv;  it  still  continued  todwell  in  the  cen- 
tre of  us.  On  the  hrst  appearance  of  the 
enemy,  vour  people,  whom  you  regarded, 
/rom  the  Banks  oft  lie  Danube,  have  fled  with 

{precipitation  in  crowds  to  the  threatened 
i-onti^jrs.  The  enemy  hastened  to  iloe 
^way,  as  if  you  liad  really  been  present. 
Your  la«t  exploits,  and  the  h?ppy  peace 
which  has  tollowcd  them,  will  aggraindize 
the  territories  of  the  Princes  your  allies. 
Important  re-nnions  are  on  the  eve  of  ac- 
x^ompJishing  the  system  of  this  vast  Em- 


pire, of  which  they  are  mrmberg,  and 
which  regards  you  both  asits  head' and  its 
fbunder;  btw  Caesar,  whilst  he* re-assumcs 
all  liTs  power,  respects  those  rights  which 
are  not  his  own.  He  himself  points  out. 
With  wis.!oni,  the  limits  of  priesthood;  and 
of  the  Empire.  Religion  will  not  cea.^  to 
loan  upon  the  throne  which  has  establish* 
edher,  and  the  Succcbsot  of  St.  Peter  will 
be  to  us  dearer  and  more  revered,  by 
blessing  the  Succcs^^or  of  Charlemagne,  in 
the  natiiC  of  the  God  of  Ptace,  \>hose  will 
changes  the  empires,  but  whose  worship 
never  changes.  All  which  is  attached  to 
you,  aggrandizes;  all  that  seelrs  aforeipjn 
infloence  is  threatenedbyan  immediate  fall; 
we  must  obey  your  ascendancy ;  -  ii  is  at 
once  the  counsel  of  heroism  and  of  poli- 
tics. Sire,  you  said/ a  few  days  ago,  that 
your  first  passion  was  the  lore  of  France ; 
this  word  resounded  in  all  hearts. — 'Vhh 

•day  you  announce  that  victory  will  not 
exact  aiiy  fresh  satrifices;  Tfce  Legisla- 
tive Body  thanks  you  fbr  it ;    but,  it  doe^i 

'  not  fear  to  be  contradicted  hy  a  Brave  and 
generous  nation,  when  it-rr^jlics,  that  no- 
thing is  impossible  to  Frenchman,  towtirdsf 
a  Sovereign, who  covers tljem with  so  mnch 
glory,  and  who  has  so  amply  requited 
them,  by  paying  ihtir  sacrifices  with  all 
his  love. 

His  Majesty  replied  to  this  Address  in 
the  following  terms  : — 

"Gentlemen,  President,  and  Deputies  of 
the  Legislative  Body  ;~I  accept  the  stnti- 
ments  which  you  exmess ;  I  know  the  at- 
tachment of  "your  body  tt)  my  person. 
France  stands  in  need  of  a  moderate  but 
strong  monarchy.  The  present  epoch 
ought  to  be  distinguished,  not  only  by  the 
glory  of  the  French  arms,  but  also  by  the, 
prosperity  of  its  cotnmerce",  the  wisdom  of 
its  laws,  and  the  brilliancy  of  arts;  of  sci- 
ences; of  letters,  i  have  overcome  m^iiy 
obstacles  to  conduct  Frame  to  it<i  ac^al 
situation:  both  myself  and  fan^ily  uill  b« 
always  ready  to  sacrifice  eTen  our  dearest 
aflectioutf  to  the  intciests  and  welfare  of 
this  great  nation.  With  the  assistance  of 
God,  and  the  constant  love  of  my  people, 
I  shall  overcome  whatever  can  oppose  my 
great  designs. — I  wish  to  hve  still  fbr  50 
years,  thati  may  serve  30  years  more  my 
subjects,  consolidate  this  va^i  emptre,  and 
see  this  dear  France  embehi.shed  by  all  the 
prosperities  whit  h  1  have  conceived  '* 

Pans,  Dec.  17.— HU  Mny  sty  the  Bin- 
peror  and  King  set  out  at  four  o'clock,  this 
day,  for  Trianon.  Her  Majesty  the  Em- 
press Josephine  is  at  M almaisotf.  (Moni* 

'  teur.)  /^  T 
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AiiEHC4. — BrBn4€nfs  Message  at  the  opai^ 
kg  (/the  Session  qf  Congress,  Nao>,  27. 

Fellow  Citi2^iis  of  the  Sefifite,  and  of, 
lbeHou$e  of  Resresentatives^  At  the  pe- 
riod of  oar  last  Meeting,  I  had  the  satisfac- 
ti<xio£coixiiBi3Qi eating  an  adjustment  with 
one  of  the  pHocip&l  beUigerent  nations, 
liigitiy intporlaoi  jn  itg^fy  and^ill  more  6q« 
as  presaging  a  more  extended  accomoda* 
tion.  It  is  with  deep  concern  I  am  now 
to  inform  you^  that  the  favourable  pros- 
pect has  been  orerdouded  by  a  refusal  of 
the  JBr/tish  GoFemment  to  abide  by  the 
act  of  iu  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  and  by 
its  ensuing  policy  towards  the  United 
Suues»  as  seen  through  the  communica- 
tions of  the  Minister  sent  to  replace  him. 
WhateTer  pleas  may  be  urged  for  a  dis^ 
mral  of  engagements  formed  by  diplo- 
mati^tic^Jaii^riea^  incases  where,  by  the 
terms  of  the  engagements,  a  mutual,  ratifi- 
cation is  reserved  ;  or  where  nodcc  at  the 
time  may  have  been  given  of  a  departure 
from  instructions ;  or  in  exirafvrdinary 
cases,  essentially  viols^ing^  the  piiiuriples 
oi  ex^uity,  a  disavowal  cog  Id  rtoVliaTe  i)^Q: 
apprehended  in  a  case  wber^  no  ^neh  no- 
tice or  violation  es^isted^  where  no  s^b  t^ 
t]'fic«itioa  was  rcser^ved^  and  more^s^ecm)- 
ly,  where^  as  is  now  in  proof,  an  engage^ 
mieat,  to  be  exiecuted  without  any  such  ra- 
talicailon,  wa*  xoMtem^a^d  Jb^  the^in- 
strnc6(Mi»  grfen,  %nJ  ^bere  it  had^  vviith 
good  ^itb,  bee;!!  cs^ried.into  imipediate 
execution  o^ithe  part  ofthe  United  States. — 
These  considberationji  not  hayipg  restrained 
the  British  Government  from  disavowing 
the  arrangement,  by  ^irtq^  of  which  its. 
QrdeiA  in  Council  were  to  l)e  revoked,  and 
the  event  svuthorisiog  the  renewal  of  com: 
nwcia)  intercourse  having  thus  not  taken 
place,  it  necessarily;  b^ci^me  a  question, 
of  eqoal  urgency  and  importance,  whether 
t)M  act  prohibiting  that  intercourse  was  not 
t6  be  cons'tct^red  as  remaining  in  legal 
%ce?  This. question  being  attar <kie^dej- 
kheqilUon.  detj^mMied'  in  the  affii?nfttive, 
ai  Bpoc^l^matiopto  tkat  effect  was  i^^ed. 
It  could  not  but  happen,  however,  that  a 
libitum  to  this  state  of  things,  from  that 
\fbkh  had  ibUpwed  an  execution,  of.  the 
an?inga|Ment*by  the  United  States,  would 
iDvoIre  dif^lcaliiei^^  With  a  view  to  di- 
mioifh  these  as  much  as  possible,  the  in- 
«fcntction9  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
ipiry,  new  laid  before  you,  were  tr,ans- 
micted  ta  tl^e  Collectors  of  the  several 
ports.     If,  in  permitting  Sritish  vessels  to 


ceed  to  therr  own  ports,  it  slu»u!  1  -ip;  car 
that  the  tenor  of  le^al  sutluiiiy  has  not 
been  strictly  pursucrl,  it  is  to  '.e  n^cr'bvd 
to  the  aii3(ious  desir**  which  u.  s  felt,  tbat 
no  individual  should  be  iiijurf d  bv  *=o  i:n- 
foreseen  an  occurrence  :  ani  I  rtK  oji  the 
regard  of  Congress  for  the  equiial  .e  iu- 
terefts  of  our  own.  Citizens,  to  ad<  pt  v  Iiat- 
ever  further  provisions  may  be  fouiiJ  re- 
quisite for  a  general  remission  of  penalties 
involuntarily  uicurred. — The  recall  of  ibe 
disavowed  Minister  having  been  foLowed 
by  the  appointment  of  a  sucte^'sor,  h'*pe8 
were  indulged  that  the  new  Minister  would 
contribute  to  alleviate  the  disappointment 
which  had  been  produced,  and  to  remove 
the  causes  which  had  so  long  embarrassed 
the  good  understanding  of  the  two  nations* 
It  could  not  be  doubted,  that  }t  would  a^ 
least  be  charged  with  conciliatory  expla^ 
nations  of  the  step  which  had  b^en  taken^ 
and  %vith,proposals  to  bp  substituted  for^he' 
rejected  arrangement.  ^  Beasonab!e  and 
universal,  as  this  expectation  was,  it  also 
hasiiot  been  fnlfillea.  From  the  first  of- 
ficial disclosures  of  the  new  Minister,  it 
'  was  found  that  he  had  received  no  iiutlio- 
rity  to  enter  into  explanations  relative  to 
eitlier  branch  of  the  arrangement  dis- 
alrowed  ;  nor  any  authority  to  substitute 
proposals,  as  to  that  branch,  which  con- 
cerned the  British  Orders  in  Council  ;  and 
finallyj /that  bis  projiosaU  with  respect  to, , 
the  otbcir  branch,  the  aitdck  on  the  frigate 
Chesapeake,  were  founded  on  a  presump- 
tion, repeatedly  declared  to  b^  inadmissi-: 
ble  by  the  United  States,  that  the  first 
step  towards  adjustment  was  d^ue  from 
them;  the  proposals,  at  the  same  time^ 
ojnitting  even  a  reference  to  the  officer 
answerable  ht  the  murderpus  aggression, 
and  ass^fing  %  cUim,  not  less  contrary  to 
the  British  laws  and  British  practice,  thflA 
to  the  principles  and  obligations  of  the 
United  Stales. — The  correspondence  t^e- 
tween  the  department  of  v^iale  ^A  this, 
Minister  will  shew  how  inessentially  the 
M^tiares  presented  in  its  commencement 
hftve'jbeen  varied  in  its  progress.  Jt  will 
.  shew  al^  that  forgetting  the  respect  due^ 
to  all  Governments,  he  did  hot  refrain  from, 
imputations  on  this,  which  required  that 
no  further  >communications  should  be  re* 
ccived  from  him.  The  necessity  of  this 
step  will  be  made  known  to  his  Britannia 
Majesty  through  the  Minister  ^ienipotcn- 
tiaryofthe  United  States  in  London.  And 
it  would  indicate  a  w;ant  of  confidence  due, 
to  a  Government  .Vhich  so  well  under- 
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Ministers  near  it,  not  to  infer  that  the  rois- 
conduct  of  its  own  representative  will  be 
Tiewed  in  the  same  liglit  in  which  it  has 
been  regarded  here.  The  British  Govem- 
tn^nt  will  learn,  et  the  same  time,  that  a 
ready  ^ttentioh  will  be  given  to  communi- 
cations, through  any  channel'  which  may 
be  substituted.  It  will  be  hippy,  if  the 
change  in  this  respect  should  be  accom- 
panied by  a  favourable  revision  of  the  un- 
friendly policy  which  has  been  Iso  long 
pursued  towards  the  United  States. — With 
France,  the  other  belligerent,  whose  tres- 
passes on  our  commercial  rights  have  long 
been  the  subject  of  our  just  remonstances, 
'  the  posture  of  our  relations  does  not  cor- 
respond with  the  measures  taken  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  effect  a  fa- 
vourable change.  The  result  of  the  seve- 
fal  communications  made  to  her  Govern- 
ment, in  pursuance  of  the  authorities  vested 
by  Congress  in  the  executive,  is  contained 
in  the  cx)rrespondence  of  our  Minister  at 
Paris,  now  laid  before  you. — By  some  of 
the  other  belligerents,  although  professing 
just  and  amicaole  dispositions,  injuries  roa- 
teriatty  aiiecting  our  commerce  have  not 
been  duly  controoled  or  repressed.  In 
these    cases,    the    interpositions    deemed 

§  roper  on  our  part  have  not  been  omitted, 
tut  it  well  deserves  the  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  how  far  both  the  safety 
^d  the  honour  of  the  An\eridan  flag  may 
foe  consulted,  by  adequate  provisions 
Against  that  collusive  prostitution  of  if, 
by  individuals  unworthy  of  the  American 
name,  which  has  so  much  favoured  the 
real  or  pretended  suspicions  under  which 
the  honest  commerce  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens has  suffered. — In  relation  to  the 
powers  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  nothing 
has  occurred  which  is  not  of  a  nature  rather 
to  inspire  confidence  than  distrust,  as  to 
the  continuance  of  the  existing  amity. 
With  our  Indian  neighbours,  the  just  and 
benevolent  systetn  continued  towai-d  them 
has  also  preserved  peace,  and  is  more  and 
more  advancing  habits  favourable  to  their 
civilization  and  happiness. — Ttom  a  state- 
ment which  will  he  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  it  wiil  be  seen  that  the  fortifica- 
tions on  our  maritime  frontier  are  in  many 
of  the  ports  completed,  affording  the  de- 
fence which  was  contemplated,  and  that 
further  time  will  be  required  \o  render 
complete  the  works  in  the  harbour  of  New 
York,  and  in  some  other  places.  By  the 
enlargement  of  t^^  works,  apd  the  employ- 
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of  an  improving  quality,  appears  to  be 
annually  increasmg,  at  a  rate,  that,  with 
those  made  on  private  contract,  may  be 
expected  to  go  for  towards  providing  for 
the  public  exigency. — ^^The  Act  of  Con- 
gress, providing  ftjr  the  equipment  of  oar 
vessels  of  war,  having  been'ftilly  carried 
into  execution,  I  refer  to  the  statt- ment  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  informa- 
tion which  may  be  proper  on  that  subject. 
— To  that  statement  is  added  a  view  of 
the  transfers  of  appropriations,  authorized 
by  the  Act  of  the  Session  preceding  the 
last,  and  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  trans- 
fers  were  made. — Whatever  may  be  the 
course  of  your  deliberations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  military  establishments,  I  should 
fail  in  my  duty  m  not  recommending  to 
your  serious  attention  the  importance  of 
giving  to  our  militia,  the  great  bulwark  of 
our  security,  and  resource  of  our  power)  an 
organization  the  best  adapted  to  erentoal 
situations  for  which  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  prepared. — The  sums  which 
had  been  previously  accumulated  in  the 
Treasrfry,  together  with  the  rec*eipts  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  on  tlie  30th  of  Sept. 
last  (and  amounting  to  more  than  nine 
millions  of  dollars),  have  enabled  us  to 
fulfil  all  our  engagements,  and  to  defray 
the  current  expenses  of  Government  with- 
out recurring  to  any  loan.  But  the  insecti- 
rity  of  our  commerce,  and  the  consequrat 
diminution  of  the  public  revenue,  will 
probably  produce  a  deficiency  in  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  ensuing  year,  for  which,  and 
for  other  details,  I  refer  to  the  statements 
which  will  be  transmitted  from  the  Trea- 
sury.— In  the  state  which  has  been  present- 
ed of  our  aflairs  with  the  great  parties  to  a 
disa8ti:ous  and  protracted  war,  carried  on  in^ 
a  mode  equally  injurious  and  unjust  to  the 
United  States,  as  a  neutral  nation,  the 
wisdom  of  the  National  Legislature  will  be 
again  summoned  to  the  important  decision 
of  the  alternatives  before  them.  That 
these  will  be  met  in  d  spirit  worthy  the 
councils  of  a  nation,  conscious  both  of 
its  rectitude  and  of  its  rights,  and  careful 
as  well  of  its  honour  as  of  its  peace,  I  have 
an  entire  confidence.  And  that  the  re- 
sult will  be  stamped  by  an  unanimity  be- 
coming the  occasion,  and  be  supported  by- 
eve  ry  portion  of  our  tilizens,  with  a  pa- 
triotism enlightened  TO^  invigorated  by 
experience,  ought  as  little  to  be  doubted. 
— In  the  midst  of  the  wrongs  and  vexations 
experienced  from  external  causes,  there  is 
much  room  for  congratulation  on  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  flowing  from  our 
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situation  at  home.  The  blessing  of  health 
has  never  been  more  universal.  The  fruits 
of  the  seasons,  though  in  particular  articles 
and  districts  short  of  their  usual  redun- 
dancy, are  more  than  suflicient  for  our 
wants  and  our  comforts.     The  face  of  our 
coomry  every  where  presents  the  evidence 
of  laudable  enterprise,  of  extensive  capital. 
and  of  durable  improvement.     In  a  culti- 
vation of  the  materials,  and  the  extension 
of  useful  manufactures^  more  especially,  in 
tbe  g^ner^l  application  to  household  fa- 
brics, we  behold  a  rapid  diminution  of  our 
dependence  on  foreign  .supplies. — Nor  is  it 
unworthy  of  reflection,  that  the  revolution 
in  our  pursuits  and  habits  is  in  no  slight 
degree  a  consequence  of  thtise  impolitic 
and  arbitrary  edicts,  by  which  the  con- 
tending nations,  in  endeavouring  each  of 
them.to  obstruct  our  trade  with  the  other, 
have -so  far  abridged  our  meana  of  procur- 
ing the  productions  and  manufactures,  of 
which  our  own  are  now  taking  the  place. 
— Recolkcting  always,  that  for  everv  ad- 
vantage which  may  contribute  to  distin- 
guish our  lot  from  that  to  which  others  are 
doomed   by   the  unhappy  spirit  of    the 
times,  we  are  indebted  to  that  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, whose  goodness  has  been  so  re- 
markably extended  to  this  rising  nation, 
it  becomes  us  to  cherish  a  devout  grati- 
tude, and  to  implore  from  the  same  omni- 
polem  source  a  blessing  on  the  consulta- 
tions and  measures  about  to  be  undertaken 
lor  the  welihre  of  our  beloved  country.  . 
James  Madison. 


Ckadar  LeUer  of  Mr.  Jackson,  dated  Wash- 
ington,  Nov.  1 S,  I  b09. 

Sir; — I  have  to  inform  you,  with  much 
regret,  that  the  facts  which  it  has  been 
my  duty  to  state,  in  my  official  corres- 
poadeoce  with.Mn  Smith,  have  been 
detned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  afford  a  sufficient  motive  for 
brewing  oft'  an  important  Negociation, 
and  for  putting  an  end  to  all  communica- 
tion 'Whatever  with  me,  as  the  minister 
charged  with  that  negociation,  so  interest- 
ing to  both  nations ;  and  on  one  most 
material  point  of  which  an  answer  has  not 
been  retomed  to  an  official  and  written 
overture  *'— -OiM^of  the  facts  alluded  to 
has  been  admlSS)  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  himself  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the 
19th  of  October,  via.  Ihat  the  three  Con- 

*  Ihis  overture  is  on  the  affiur  of  the 


ditions  forming  the  snbstaftce  of  Mr.  Bt" 
skine's  original  *instructioD,  were  sub- 
mitted to  bim  by  tfai^  gentleman.  The 
other,  vis.  That  that  Instruction  is  thetkttiy 
one  in  which  the  Coiiditrons  were  pre-- 
scribed  to  Mr.  Erskine  for  the  conclusion 
of  an  arrangement  on  the  matter  to  which 
it  related,  is  known  to  me  by  the  Instrue^ 
tions  which  1  have  myself,  received— hi 
stating  these  facts,,  and  in  adhering  to 
them,  as  my  duty  imperiously  enjomed 
me  to  do,  in  order  to  repel  the  frequent 
charges  of  ill  faith,  which  have  been  made 
against  bis  Majesty's  Government,  I  could 
not  imagine  that  olfence  would  be  tak^n 
at  it  by  the  American  Government,  as 
most  certainly  none  could  be  intended  on 
my  part ;  and  this  view  of  the  subject  has 
been  made  known  to  Mr.  Smith.  But  as 
I  am  informed  by  him  that  no  further 
communication  will  be  received  by  him 
from  me,  I  conceive  that  I  have  no  alte^r- 
native  left,  which  is  consistent  with  the 
King^s  dignity,  but  to  withdraw  altoge- 
ther from  this  city,  and  await  elsewhere 
the  arrival  of  his  Majesty's  coDMnands 
upon  the  unlocked  for  turn  which  has  thus 
been  given  to  his  affairs  ih  this  country. 
— I  mean,  in  the  interval,  to  make  New 
York  the  place  of  my  residence,  where 
you  will  henceforth  please  direct  your 
communications  to  me,  as  I  shall  be  ac- 
companied by  every  meiiiber  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's mission.  1  am,  with  great  truth 
and  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  bnm^ 
ble  servant,  (Signed)  F.  J.  Jackson. 
To ,  his  Mqfest^s  Consul,  at • 


American  Dispute. — Corrapondtnce,  be* 
twcen  Mr.  R.  Smith,  the  American  Scerc* 
tary  qf  StfUe,  and  Ma.  F.  J.  Jackson, 
the  Enghsh  Envoy, 

MR.  SMItH  TO  MR*  JXCKSOTT. 

DeparimaU  <^  Stats,  Oct.  Q,  1809. 
Sir  ;  An  arranffoment,  as  to  the  revoca- 
tion ef  ihe  British  Orders  in  Council,  as  well 
as  to  the  satisfaction  required  in  tbe  cas«f  of 
the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  frigate^  has 
been  made  indue  form  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  with  David  Mon- 
tague £r8kine,  Esq.  an  accredited  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Ma* 
jesty.  Ami  after  it  had  been  faithfolljr 
carried  inte  ezecutioo  oa  the  part  of  this 
Government,  and  nnder  circumstances 
rendering  iu  effeeu  on  the  relative  siUn* 
tion  of  the  United  States  irrevocable,  and* 
in  «0me  respects^  irreparahlei  his  Briliii* 
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nic  Mie^sty  bas'  deemed  it  proper  to  dis- 
avow it»  to  recal  his  Minis^er^  and  to  send 
another  to  take  his  place^ — la  such  a  state 
of  things,  no  expectation  could  be  more 
reasonable!  no  course  of  proceeding  more 
obviously  prescribed  by  the  ordinary  re- 
spect due  to  the  disappointed  party,  than 
•.prompt  and  explicit  explanation,  by  the 
new.  functionary,  of  the  grounds  of  the  re- 
fusal on  th^  part  of  his  Government  to 
abide  by  an  arrangement  8#  solemnly 
made — accompaaied  by  a  substitution  of 
other  propositions.— Under  the  influence 
oftlii&  reasonabltti  expectation,  the  Presi- 
dent hafi  learned,  with  no  less  surprize  than 
regret>  that  in  your  several  conferences 
vtiJtXi  me  you  have  stated— bt.  That  you 
have  no  iQstructiqns  from  your  Government 
which  authorise  you  to  make  any  explanar 
tioas  whatever  to  ■  this  Government,  as  to 
the  reasons  which  had  induced  his  Britan- 
nic Msyesty.  to  disavow  the  armngement 
lately  m^de  by  your  predecessor,  and  that 
thorefore  you  could  not  make  any  such 
explanations* — ^nd.  That  in  the  case  of 
tba  CUesapeake,  your  in^tcuctiona  only 
authorise  you  (without  assigning  any  rear 
son  whatever  why  the  reasonable  term^  of 
tati:»faction  tendered  and  accepted,  have 
not  been  carried  into  c&ot).to^communi- 
oate  to  this  Government  a  note,  tendering 
satisfoction,  with  an  understand  ing  thatfiuch 
note  should  not  be  signed  and  deUvered  by 
31011^  aniii  you  shouM  have  previously  se^n 
and  approved  the  proposed  answer  of  this 
Govemmenit,  and  that  the  signing  and  the 
delivery  of  yo.ur  npte  and  oitheapswer  of 
this  Government  should  be  simultaneous.*^ 
3rd,  That  you  have  no  instructions  which 
authorise  you  to  make  to  this  Government 
any  proposition*  whatever  in  relation  to 
the  revocation  0^  tlie  British  Orders  in 
Council ;  but  only  to  r^eeive  such  aa  this 
Government  may  deem,  it  proper  to  make 
to  you^-^ith.  That,  at  all  events,  it  is  not 
the  disposition  or  tha  intention  of  the 
Bciuah  GovernmejU  to  revoke  their  Orders 
in  Councils  a^^  they  respect  the  United 
States;  h«W  tif>oa  a.  £curmal  stipuiaUon 
CM  tbe  part  of  the  United  Slates,  to  ac- 
cede u>  the  following  terma  and  condi- 
tionsr  Tts^-r-J..  Xhafc  the  Aot  of  Con- 
gfeas^  conmonly  called  tbe  Kan»inter- 
otwsa  Law>  be  continued  against  Fnance, 
60  Imub  as  she  ahall  continue  her  Decrees. 
-mM.  That  the  Nav]i  of  Great  Britain  he 
aHth^Mriifid  ttt  aid  in  enfoiHiing  theprovi- 
uwi%  of  th»  said  Act  of  Congress.— ^UL 
Tiuu  the  Uniled  Slates  shall  explicitly  re- 
,  (kffiag  tbe  ffrntunj  war^  the  right 


of  carrying  on. any  tn^le  whatever,  direct 
or  indirect,  \yith  any  colony  of  any  enemy 
of  Great  Britain,  tirom  which  they  were 
excluded  during  peace;  and  that  this  re* 
nunciation  must  e3(tend,  not  only  to  the 
trade  between  the  colony  and  the  motbei^ 
country*  but  to  the  trade  bft^een  the  co- 
lony and  the  United  States. — If,  in  thu. 
aforegoii^g.  representatioQj  it  should  ap- 
pear* that  I  have  in  any  instance  nnsap- 
prebended  your  meaning,  it  will  aflord 
me  real  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  lay  be- 
fore the  President  a  statement,  corrected 
agreeably  to  any  suggestions  with  which 
you  may  be  pleased  to  favour  me.— To 
avoid  the  misconceptions  incident  to  oral 
proceedings,  I  have  the  honour  to  intimate 
that  it  is  thought  ci^podieat  that  our  fur- 
ther discussions,  on  the  present  occasion, 
be  in  the  written  form.  And  with  (^reat 
sincerity  I  asaure  you,  that  whatever  com- 
munications you  may  be  pleased  thus  to 
make,  will  be  received  with  an  anxious  so- 
licitude to  find  them  such  as  may  lead  to 
a  speedy  removal  of  every  e5cistiog  obsta- 
cle to  that  mutual  and  lasting  friendship 
and  cordiality  between,  the  two  natioia^ 
which  it  is  obviously  the  iaterest  of  both 
to  foster. 

MR.    JACKSON   TO  MR.  SMITB. 

Washvigton^  iUh  Oct.  1S09. 
Sir;  I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  official  letter  of  the  9th  insu'towarda 
the  ck>se  of  which  you  io£:>rm  me,  that, 
it  had  been  thought  expedient  to  put  an 
end  to  all  verbal  communications  between 
yourself  and  me  in  discussing  the  important 
ohjects  of  my  mission.  Considering  that 
a  very  few  days  have  elapsed  since  I  de- 
livered to  tlie  President  a  credential  letter 
from  the  King  my  Master,  and  that  no- 
ticing has  been  even  alledged  to  have  qc- 
Qurred,  to  deprive  me  of  the  facility  of 
access,  and  ot  the  ciiedit  to  which,  ac- 
cording to  immemorial  usage,  I  am  by 
that  lettar  entitled,  1  believe  there  dojea. 
not  exist  in  the  annals  of  diplomacy,  e^ 
precedent  lor  such  a  determination  be- 
tween two  Ministers,  who  have  m(&t  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  terminating  amicably 
the  existing  dift'erences  between  their 
respective  countries :  but  after  mature^  re- 
flectioB,  L  am  induced  i^  acquiesce  in  U 
by  the  recoUeotion  of  the  time  that  mqs^ 
necessarily  elapse  before  1  can  receive  hia 
M^esty's  commands  a|ion  so  ui;iesp^cted 
an  occurrence,  and  of  the  detriment  that 
t^Quld  ^nsDD  to  the  public  service,  if  my 
Ministerial  functions  were,  in   tbe    in- 
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t^iraf,  to  be  aUogeliier  sospeiYded.  I 
«bai)  therefore  content  myself  with  en* 
itnng  my  protest  agamtt  a  proceeding 
which  I  ca^  consider  in  no  other  light 
than  as  a  violation,  in  my  person,  of  the 
most  essential  rights  of  a  Public  Minister; 
wiien^  adopted,  as  in  the  present  case, 
ivithont'  any  alledged  misconduct' on  his 

rart.  As  a  matter'  of  opmion,  I  cannot, 
own,  assent  to  the  preference  which  yon- 
ttive  to  written  otct  verbal  intercourse  fbr 
ftke  purpose  of  xnutuai  explanation  and 
Accommodation.  T  have  thought  it- doe 
tb  the  poblic  character  with  which  1  have 
the  honour  to  be. invested,  and  to  ttie  con- 
fidence wftieh  his  Majesty  has  most  gra* 
€tOQsiy"  been  pleased  tb  repose  in  me,  to 
flCl^te  to  yon  unreservedly  ray  sentiments- 
on  this  point.  I  shsdl  now  proceed  to  the 
otbar  parts  of  your  letter,  and  apply  to 
them  the  best  consideration  that  can  arise 
IVora  a  zeal  proportioned  to-  the  increase 
of  diflficulty  thus  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  restoration  of  a  thorough  good  under- 
standing between  out  respective  couAtries. 
— ^You  state,  sir,  very  truly,  that  an  ar- 
rangement had  been'  made  between  you 
and  Mr.  Erskine,  and  that*  his  Majesty 
had  thought  proper  to  disavow  the  agree- 
ment— I  have  here  in  the  outlet  to  re- 
gret the  loss  of  the  advantage  of  verbal  in- 
terppurse  with  you,  asf  should  hare  avail- 
ed myself  of  it  to  inquire  whether  by 
your  statement,  it  were  your  intention  to 
complain  of  the  disavowal  itself,,  or  of  a 
total  want  of  exphmation  of  it,  or  of  the 
circumstance  of  that  exphination  not 
fisving  been  made  throni]rfi  me.  I  ob- 
serve, that  in  the  records  of  this  mission 
there  is  no  trace  of  a  complaint,  on  the 
part  of  the  tTitited  States,  of  bis  Maj€?sty 
{Saving  disavowed  the  act  of  his  Minister. 
You  have  not,  in  the  conferences  we  have 
Hiiherto  heM,  distinctly  announced  any 
such  canipTaint,andI  have  seen  with  plea- 
sore,  in  this  forbearance  on  your  part,  an 
instance  of  that  candour,  which,  V  doubt 
not,  wtH'  prevait  in  all  our  communica- 
tions, inasmocli  as  you*  cooTd  not  hift 
Have  thought  it  imreasonable  to  complain 
of  the  disavowal  of  an  act,  done  undter 
such  ciircnmstances,  as  could  only  lead 
to  the  consequences  that  have  actually 
followed. — h  was  not  known  when  1  left 
Enarta'nd,  whether  Mr.  Erskine  had,  ac- 
cording to  the  liberty  allowed  him,  com- 
municated to  you  in  extenso  his  original 
instructions.  It  now  appears  that  he  did 
not.  But,  in  reverting  to  his  official  cor- 
respondence, and  particularly  to  a  dbpatch 
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addressed,  on-  the  20lb  A^il»  to  his  M^ 
jesty's  Secretary-  of  Stat©  for  Foreign  Af- 
t^rsv  I  find  thafhe  there  sutee,  that  b» 
had  submitted  to  your  oonsideration,  the^ 
three  conditions  specified^  in  those  ihstrue- 
t4ons>  as  the  grdund-work  of  an  arrange- 
ment which^  acoording'  to  informatioii  re* 
chived  horn  this  country>  it  was  thought 
in  England  might  be  m^ide^  wiib  a  prot^ 
peeV  of  gneat  motual  advantage.  Mn. 
Erslnne  then  reporu  verbatim  et  xriaHm 
your  observations  u^n  eac4l  of  the  thns^ 
conditions)  and  the* reasons- which  indueed' 
yon  to  think  that  others- mighV  be  substi- 
tuted in  lieu  of  them.  R  may  have  been* 
concluded  bet^^en  you^that  liitse  latter 
w^ne'  an  equivalent  ler  the*  oviginal  oon- 
ditions';  but  the  very  Act  of  substitutioa* 
evidently  shows  that  those  original  con* 
ditions  were,  in  fact*  ^ery  explloitly  oom* 
municatcd  to  you,  and'  by  yen,  of  course^ 
laid  belbre  the  President  for  hi»<x»i»iders« 
tion.  I  need  hardly  add,  that  the  di^» 
rence  between  these  conditions  and  (hose 
contained  in  the  arrangements  of  the  18tb 
and  10th  of  April,  is^sumcit^ntly  obvious  to 
requirenoelucidation:  nor  need  Idraw  the 
conclunion,  which  I  consider  as  admitted  by 
all  absence  of  com  plaint,  on  the  part  of  the 
American  Government,  viz.  that  under  such 
circumstany:e8,  his  Majesty  bad  an  im* 
doubted  and  incontrovertible  rigfht  to 
disavow  the  act  of  his  Minister.  1'  mxtfik 
here  allude  to  a  supposition,  whicft  yoit 
tetve  more  than  once^  mentioned  to  m9% 
and  by  which,  if  it  bad  a«y,  the  slightest 

'  fbundation,  this  right  might  perhaps  have 
been  in  some  degree  affected.  You  have 
itrfbrmed  me  that  ytni  understood  that  Mb. 
£rskiiie  had  two  sets  of  instructions,  by 
which  to  rejjulatc  'his  conduct;  and*  that 
upon  one  of  them,  which  had' not  been 
Commimicated  either  to  you  or  to  the  pul>- 
lie,  was  to  be  rested  the  justitieation  of' 
the  terms  finally  agreed  upon  between 
you  and' him.  .  It  is  my  du^.  Sir,  solenm- 

*  ly  to  declare  to  you,  and,  through  you,  ta 
the  President,  that  the  di<«patoh  from  9/h. 
Cdrming  to  Mr.  Erskhie,  which  you  have 
made  the  basis  of  an  official  correspon- 
dence with  the  latter  Minister,  and  which- 
was  read  by  the  former  to  the  Americaa 
Minister  in  London,  is  the  only  dispatch, 
by  which  the  conditions  were  prescribed* 
to  Mr.  Brskine  Ibr  the  eonclusion.of  an 
afrangement  wth  this  country  on  the 
matter  to  which  it  relates;— To  retunt  to- 
the  immediate  subject  of  your  letter.     If, 

I  Sir,  K  be  your  intention  to  state,  that  no 

I  explanation  whatever  has  been  given  to 
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the  American  Government  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  his  Majesty  to  disavow  the 
act  of  my  predecessor,  I  must  in  that  case 
observe,  ihatt  in  the  instructions  conveying 
to  him  his  Majesty's  intention,  those 
reasons  were  very  fully  and  forcibly  stated  ; 
and  if  he  has  not  transmitted  them  to  you, 
I  can  only  attribute  it  to  the  peculiar  de- 
licacy and  embarrassment  of  his  situation, 
for  which  he  probably  trusted  to  the  Pre- 
sident's goodness  to  make  some  allow- 
ance ;  and  he  mi^ht  the  more  reasonably 
be  led  to  that  reliance  on  it,  as  a  full  and 
ample  communication  was  also  made  upon 
the  subject  by  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  to  Mr.  Pinckney, 
to  whom  the  whole  of  Mr.  Erskine's  ori- 
ginal instruction  was  read,  and  who,  it 
was  natural  to  suppose,  would  convey  to 
his  Government  so  much  information  upon 
a  very  momentous  occasion,  as  would  re- 
lieve Mr.  Erskine  from  the  necessity  of 
entering  into  minute  details  pf  the  mis- 
understanding that  had  occurred.  At 
all  events,  no  complaint  can  be  substan- 
liatod  against  his  Majesty's  Government, 
on  this  score,  seeing  that  they  not  only 
instructed  the  Minister  who  had  made  the 
disavowed  arrangement  as  to  the  motives 
which  occasioned  the  disavowal,  but  also 
with  frankness,  promptitude,  and  a  most 
scrupulous  regard  to  national  honour, 
gave  notice  to  the  American  Minister  in 
London  of  the  motives  of  ^he  dUavowal  of 
it,  and  of  the  precaution  spontaneously 
taken  by  his  Majesty  to  prevent  any  loss 
or  injury  accruing  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  from  a  reliance  on  any 
agreement,  however  unauthorised,  macfe 
in  his  Majesty's  name.  The  mere  al- 
lusion tm  this  Latter  circumstance  dis- 
penses me  from  farther  noticing  the 
e^cts  which  you  describe  as  being  pro- 
duced upon  tlie  United  States  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  agreement.  How  far 
they  are  irrevocable  it  is  not  for  me  to 
determine — ^but  the  word  irreparable 
seems  to  imply  ^hat  a  loss  had  been  sus- 
tained on  the  occasion  by  the  public,  or 
by  individuals  of  this  country.  So  far  as 
bis  Msyesty  could  be  by  possibility  sup- 
posed answerable  for  such  an  eventuuU 
Joss,  he  has,  as  I  have  before  stated,  taken 
the  utmost  precaution  to  avert  it. — As  to 
the  expectation  entertained  here,  that  the 
explanation  of  his  Majesty's  share  in  thb 
transaction  should  be  made  through  me, 
I  might  content  myself  with  simply  ob- 
serving, that  I  was  not  provided  with  in- 
structions to  that  effect,  because  it  was 


known  that  the  explanation  in  questioa 
had  already  been  given.  But  it  accords 
with  the  sentiments  of  his  Majesty  to- 
wards this  country  to  observe  also,  that 
he  considered,  that  as  some  time  must  ne- 
cessarily elapse  between  my  appointment 
and  my  entrance  on  the  duties  of  my  Mi- 
nistry, it  would  be  a  more  friendly  moda 
of  proceeding  to  state,  without  delay,  and 
through  the  channels  I  have  already  men- 
tioned,  the  motives  that  compelled  his 
Majesty  to  disavow  the  agreement,  than 
to  kave  the  American  Government  in  un- 
certainty in  these  respects,  till  the  una- 
voidable protracted  period  of  my  arrival 
in  America.  I  say  this  in  regard  to  th^ 
original  notification  of  his  Majesty's  de- 
termination, and  of  the  motives,  of  it, 
which  being  already  made^  it  could  not  be 
supposed  in  London  that  a  repetition  of 
fhem  would  be  expected  from  me  ;  and  of 
course  no  such  case  has  been  foreseen  in 
my  instructions.  But,  if  beyond  this  any 
incidental  explanation  or  discussion  should 
be  wished  for  by  this  Government,  1  came 
fully  prepared  to  enter  into  them.  I  even 
consider  them  to  have  taken  place  be- 
tween us.  I  have  certainly  derived  great 
satisfaction  from  the  several  hours  which 
we  have  spent  in  conference  upon  these 
subjects,  because  they  have  enabled  me 
to  remove  some  misunderstandings,  and 
to  refute  many  misrepresentations  whick 
you  yourself  informed  me  of,  in  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  the  British  Government. 
I  consider  such  mutual  explanations  as 
highly  beneficial  to  a  right  understanding 
of  the  views  and  interests  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  I  should  with  much  pleasure 
have  renewed  them,  if  you  had  not  in- 
formed me  that  the  President  had  been 
pleased  to  prescribe  another  and  a  difie- 
rent  mode  of  conducting  our  negotiatioi^ 
—I  will  nevertheless  bivail  myself  of  that 
mode  which  he  still  permits  to  repeat  to 
you,  that  his  Majesty  has  authorised  me^ 
notwithstanding  the  ungracious  manner  in 
which  his  former  offer  of  satisfaction  for 
the  affair  of  the  Chesapeaka  was  re- 
ceived, to  renew  that  which  Mr.  Erskine 
was  instructed  to  make.  You  have  said 
that  you  so  fully  understood  the  parti- 
culars of  that  o£fer,  that  I  deem  it  unne- 
cessary to  recapitulate  them  here.  I  re» 
gret  that  nnce  they  were  so  dearly  under* 
stood  by  vou,  you  should  not  yet  hav« 
been  enabled  to  state  to  me  either  in  our 
personal  communications,  or  in  the  letter 
which  I  am  now  answering,  whether  they 
are  considered  by  the  Pretident  assetii^ 
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factory,  or  whether  they  are  such  as  he 
oUhnately  means  to  accept.  You  seem 
Botso  distinctly  to  have  understood  Ibe 
form  of  proceeding  in  this  afiair,  which  I 
look  the  liberty  of  suggesting  as  likely  to 
lead  to  a  satisfactory  result,  without,  how- 
ever, at  all  precluding  any  other  method 
which  might  appear  preferable  to  you. 
My  proposal  was,  not  to  communicate  a 
note  taidering  satisfaction,  but  to  agree  with 
you  before-hand  upon  th^  terms  of  a  de- 
claration on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  whid^ 
tiouJd  actuaify  give  the  satisfaction  (the  con- 
ditions of  which  I  informed  you  that  I 
wag  authorised  to  carry  into  immediate 
execution),  and  of  a  counter  declaration  to 
be  signed  by  '  you  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  accept- 
ing such  satisfaction.  I  expressly  stated 
that  this  interchange  of  official  documents 
was  not  meant  by  me  as  the  means  of  con- 
Tcying  to  each  other  our  respective  senti- 
ments— that  I  understood  to  be,  as  is 
usual,  the  object  of  our  conferences,  and  I 
imagined  that  the  papers  to  be  signed  by 
us  respectively,  would  be  the  result  of 
those  sentimeaU:  so  communicated,  and 
that  by  being  reciprocally  corrected  and 
modified*,  and  simultaneously  delivered, 
they  wou]d  form  one  compact  by  which 
the  two  countries  would  be  equally  bound. 
This  course  of  proceeding  is  conformable 
to  the  (u-actice  of  the  Courts  of  turope  on 
similar  occasions.  You  did  not  at  the 
time  appear  to  object  to  it — you  even  re-' 
quested  me  to  come  the  next  day,  pre- 
pred  with .  a  draft  or  projet  of  a  paper, 
framed  in  pursuance  to  these  ideas  j  and 
although  you  desired  to  refer  the  subject 
to  the  Pr-sident  for  his  approbation,  I  do 
not  find-  ia  your  letter  either  an  expres- 
sion of  his  sentiments  upou.it,  or  the  sub- 
•titation  of  any  other  fonri  that  might  be 
more  agreeable  to  him,  than  the  one  which 
I  hare  proposed. — I  touch  with  considera- 
ble^ and  very  sincere  reluctance  upon  that 
part  of  yonr  letter,  in  which  you  state  that 
1  had  not  assigned  "  any  reason  whatever 
^hy  the  reasonable  terms  of  satisfaction 
tendered  and  accepted  have  not  been  car- 
rier! into  effect."— I  believed  that  I  had 
observed  to  you,  in  the  words  of  my 
instructions^  that  if  his  Msyesty  were  ca- 
pable of  being  actuated  by  any  desire 
to  retract  an  offer  of  reparation  which 
he  had  once  made,  bis  Majesty  might  be 
well  warranted  in  doing  so,  both  by  the 
form  in  which  his  accredited  Minister  had  . 
tendered  that  reparation,  and  hf  the  man- 
«tr  in  which  that  tender  had  been  re- 


ceived. I  believe  that  I  elucidated  this 
observation  by  a  reference  to  the  particu- 
lar expressions,  which  made  the  terms  of 
satisfaction  appear  to  be  unacceptable,  . 
eve.'i  to  the  American  Government,  at  the 
very  moment  when  they  were  accepted, 
and  which,  at  all  events,  put  it  totally  out 
of  his  Majesty's  power  to  ratify  and  con- 
firm any  act  in  which  soch  expressiont 
were  contained. — On  'the  subject  of  his 
Majesty's  Orders  in  Council,  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  informinsp  you,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty having  caused  to  be  made  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  certain  pro- 
posals founded  upon  principles,  some  of- 
which  were  understood  to  originate  iu 
American  authorities,  and  others  to  be  ac- 
quiesced in  by  them  ;  and  having  after- 
wards ascertained,  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned in  a  former  part  of  this  letter,  that  the 
sentiments  of  the  American  GoTeromcnt 
were  so  difierent  from  what  they  wer^  at 
first  understood  to  be,  I  was  not  instructed 
to  renew  to  you  those  proposals,  nor  to 
press  upon  your  acceptance  an  arrange- 
ment which  had  been  so  recently  declin- 
ed, especially  as  the  arrangement  itself  is 
become  less  important,  and  the  terms  of  it 
less  applicable  to  the  state  of  things  now, 
existing. — Those  considerations,  wbic(t 
were  first  intimated  in  Mr.  Canning's  offii 
cial  letter  to  Mr.  Pinckncy  of  the  23i 
September,  1808,  and  which,  in  the  pro^ 
cess  of  the  following  six  months,  acqmred 
greater  weight  apd  influence,  induced  hii 
Majesty,  before  the  result  of  Mr.  Erskine's 
nctjociation  was  known,  to  modify  th^ 
Orders  in  Council  of  November,  1807, 
by  that  of  the  26th  of  April,  I8O9.7-, 
The  effect  of  this  new  Order  is  to  relieve 
the  system  under  which  the  former  Orders 
were  issued,  from  that  which  has  always 
been  represented  in  this  country,  as  the 
mo8t  objectionable  anil  offeQ&iv<^*p«rt  of  it 
— the  option  given  to  neutrals  to  trad^ 
with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  through. 
Drilish  ports  on  payment  of  a  transit  duty. 
This  was  originally  jlevised  and  intended 
as  a  mitigation  of  what  is  certainly  more 
correct  but  more  rigid  in  principle— the 
total  and  unqualified  interdiction  of  all 
,  trade  with  the  enemy.  If,  however,  thb 
mitigation  was  felt  as  an  aggravation,  and, 
as  has  been  sometimes  warmly  asserted, 
as  an  insult,  that  cause  of  complaint  is 
now  entirely  remove^].  By  the  Order  in 
Council  of  the  26th  April  1 80»,  all  trade 
with  France  and  Holland,  and  the  ports 
of  Italy,  comprehended  under  the  deno- 
mination of  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  is  sIqi- 
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ply  prohibited  altogether.     No  option  is 
afforded,  and  consequently  no  transit  duty 

is  required  to  be  paid.  'In  another  respect 
Vm  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  April 
must  be  admitted  to  be  more  restrictive 
than  those  of  November  1 S07. — ^The  trade 
Vrith  enemies  colonies,  which  was  opened 
to  neuitr.tlsat  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war  by  the  Ordf  r  in  Council  of. 
the  24th  June  1 803,  was  continued  to  be 
left  open  by  those  of  November'  1807. 
The  Order  iti  Council  of  the  20th  of  April 
retracts  this  indu'gence.  But  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that,  since  the  period,  when  thf^ 
Orders  in  Council  of  November  1807; 
were  issued,  the  opening  of  the  ports  of 
Spain,  of  Portugal,  of  the  Soirth  of  Italy, 
and  of  Turkey,  has  afforded  a  nwre  ample , 

,  scope  to  neutral  commerce,  and  that  by 
the  capture  of  Martinique,  in  ad:li'i»in  to 
that  of  almost  all  the  cr*lonies  of  ihe  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain,  together  wiih  the 
.blockade  of  Guadalouj  e,  the  extent  to 
which  the  liberty  of  conjmerce  with  the* 
enemies  colonies  applied  has  been  so  tar  nar- 
rowed, that  there  is  little  of  pr-^cticdl  hard- 
ship iniecurring  tothc  ru]e,  which  however 
occasionally  mitigated  in  its  application. 
Great  Britain  can  never  cease  in  principh; 

•  to  maintain.  It  is  further  to  be  observed, 
that  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  2Glh 
April  has  this  operation  highly  favourable 
to  neutrals,  that  restricting  the  regulations 
of  blockade,  to  France,  Holland,  and  their 
colonies,  and  to  the  territories  denominated 
the  Jcingdom  of  Italy,  it  lays  open  to  the 
direct  .trade  of  neutrals  the  ports  of  the 
uorih  of  Europe.  Under  the  Order  of  the 
^Oth  April,  therefore,  while  there  are  on 
\he  one  hand  fewer  points  of  difference  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
mentbctween  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  it  is  possible  that  there  maybe  less 
temptation  to  the  latter  to  enter  into  such 
an  arrangement,  as  the  extent  of  their 
commerce  may  be,  if  they  please,  nearly 
as  great  under  the  Order  in  Council  of  the 
2(yth  April,  as  it  would  be  under  any  ar- 
rangement which  should  effect  the  indis- 
pensable objects  to  which  that  Order  ap- 
plies, or  as  it  would,  be  evert  without  any 
such  Order,  so  long  as  France,  and  the 
Towers  subservient  to  France,  continue  to 
enforce  their  Decrees.  It  is,  in  the  same 
proportion,  matter  of  indifference  to  Great 
Britain,  whether  the  Order  in  Council  be 
contioued^or-an  arrangement  by  mutual 
consent  substituted  in  its  room. — Such,  Sir, 
are  the  grounds  oa  which  it  has  appeared  to 
^i&Majes^y^be  aan»aa»sai[y  io  command 


mc  to  propose  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  any  formal  agreement  to  be 
substituted  for  that  which  his  Majesty  has 
been  under  the  necessity  of  disavowing ; 
but  I  am  directed  to  receive  and  discuss 
with  you  any  proposal  which  you  may  be 
authorised  to  make  to  me  on  this  head.-— 
As  no  ilisposiiion  hashiiherlo  been  shown 
on  your  part  to  make  any  such  proposal, 
it  has  been  impossible*  for  mc  to  stat<^  by 
anticipation  (nor  was  I  instructed  so  to  do) 
what  might  be  the  answer  that  I  should 
eventually  think  it  my  duty  to  return  to 
you,  consequently  I  could  not  have  made 
•with  that  vij2w  the  statement  contained  in 
the  4th  section  of  your  letter,  ami  the  three 
subdivisions  of  it.  Such  a  statement  would 
have  been  obviously  inconsistent  with  the 
former  part  of  my  overture,  which  yoo 
very  correctly  record  in  the  3d  section, 
viz.  that  I  was  not  instructed  to  make  to 
you  any  proposal  whatever  upon  this  sub- 
ject. I  must  necessarily  reserve,  until  I 
hear  from  you  what  proposals  it  may  be 
deemed  proper  to  make  on  behalf  ot  the 
United  States,  to  state  in  how  far  they  do 
or  do  not  accord  with  the  instructions 
which  it  has  pleased  his  Majesty  to  give 
me  for  my  guidance  in  this  negociatiou.-* 
I  will  only  add.  Sir,  in  conclusion  of  this 
letter,  that  his  Majesty  is  very  desirous  of 
maintaining  a  perfect  and  cordial  under- 
standing Avith  the  United  States,  and  of 
bringing  to  a  complete  and  satisfactory 
adjustment,  all,  the  points  of  difference 
that  have  arisen  httween  the  two  Govern- 
ments ;  and  that,  agreeing  as  I  do  with 
you,  most  heartily,  as  to-  the  interest 
which  both  nations  have  in  fostering  a 
mutual  and  solid  friendship  and  cordiahty, 
no  zeal  or  exertions  shall  be  wanting  on 
my  part  to  cany  into  ellect  his  Majesty's 
commands  for  this  most  salutary  purpose. 
— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect. Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
Servant. 

MR. -SMITH    TO    MR.    JACKSON. 

Department' qf  State,  Oct.  19,  1809. 
Sir — I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiv- 
ing your  letter  of  the  )  1th  inst.  Before  I 
proceed  to  the  more  material  topics  v^hich 
it  embraces,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  take 
some  notice  of  your  construction,  which 
has  unhappily  converted  an  intimation  of 
the  expediency  of  conducting  in  a  written 
form  our  further  discussions  on  this  parti- 
ticular  occasixm,  into  a  general  prohibition 
of  all  verbal  communications  whatever^ 
and  into  ao  unprecedented  violation  of  the 
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most  esentkl  rights  of  e  pablic  Minister, 
reqm'riiig  a  formal  protest  itKi  a  resort  to 
the  commands  of  your  Sovereign.—- A  re^ 
carreoce  (o  that  iptiniation  x:annot  fail  to 
show  that  its  sole  object  was  to  aToid>  in 
tbe.lMrt^w  disctuBmrns^-a  case  i^T  naasuarl 
ikiioanyi-jiad  importance,  tiie  mlscfjncep- 
tioni  wett*  Imoiva  to  be  incident  to  ofsrl 
proceedings,  and  ofwhich  the  diplomatic 
ifitcrcoufSG  between' the  t\Vo  Govfmmente 
had  famished  so  many  and  such  serious 
•proofi,  nay  of  which  your  letter  itself  is 
«ilditioiia1  illastration.  That  a  change  in 
diplomatic  discussions  from  to  oral  too 
frrtttea  form,  is  not  without  precedent,  I 
canoot  refer  to  one  which  will  be  more 
tatisfiictory  to  you  than  the  intimation  re- 
cently given  by  Mr.  Capniog,  in  the  case, 
of  tbie  proposal  by  Mr.  Pinckney  on  the 
sobject  of  the  Orders  in  Council  and  the 
£mboigo^  that  the  di5>cussiuns  which  had 
been  preTioasly  verbal,  must  thcr.ccfortli 
take  a  written  form.  And  with  this  view 
r  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  your  atlin- 
tina  to  the  sabjoined  extracts  (See  A.  and 
R)  of  letters  that  passed  on  that  occasion. 
— JOn  the  present,  as  on  that  occasion,  the 
change  ftom  verbal  to  written  commonica- 
tiDiis  was  requested  after  two  conferences,- 
and  when  the  subject  appeared  to  one  of 
the  parties  to  have,  by  those  verbal  dis- 
cttsiionii,  been  brought  to  a  point,  which 
required  a  precise  understanding  of  the 
views  and  propositions  of  the  other. — You 
will.  Sir,  hence  perceive,  that  in  maintain- 
ing the  right,  which  every  Government 
has  as  to  the  rules  of  intercourse  with  fo- 
reign functionaries  near  it,  no  encroach- 
ment has  been  made  or  intended  on  any 
right  or  customary  privHege  beloni;iug 
to  you  in  that  character,  nor  any  thing 
done  to  impede  the  proper  and  usual 
course  of  negociation. — ^You  have  been 
sufElcientlv  apprised,  by  my  letter  of  the 
0th,  of  t&e  light  in  which  the  President 
views  the  arrangement  lately  made  by 
your  predecessor  with  this  Governraenr, 
and  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  has  ex- 
pected a  formah  and  satisfactory  explana- 
tions of  the  reasons  for  the  refusal  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
He  persists  in  that  expectation,  and  in  the 
•pinion,  that  there  has  been  givon  no  ex- 
p^ation  that  is  adequate,  either  as  to  the 
natter  or  as  to  the  mode.-*Whcn  one 
Government  has  been  solemnly  pledged 
to  another  in  a  mutual  engagc^ment  by  its 
acknowledged  and  competent  agent,  and 
refuses  to  fulBl  the  pledge,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  it  owes  it^  both  to  itself  and  to 


the  other  party,  to  accompany  its  refusal 
with  a  formal  and  fiaak  disclosure  of  suf- 
ficient reasons  for  a  step,  which,  without 
such  reasons  must  deeply. injure  its  owu 
chaj-acter,  as  \\e\\  a<>  the  rights  of  the 
« party  coufuling  in  its  good  faith. — ^lo  re- 
fuse, with  honour  (says  a  high  authority 
on^puUic  law),  (u  ratify  wliat  has  been 
concJudiid  on  by  virtue  of  a  full- power,  it 
is  necessary  that  ti.e  Government  should 
have  strong  and  solid  reasons,  and  that  be 
show  in  purUcular  that  his  Minister  haa 
violated  his  instructions. —  Although  it  is 
particuluily  incumbent  on  the' Sovereign 
in  such  case  to  show  that  his.instiuctioHS 
have  been  violated,  yet  it  is  not  a  mere 
violation  of  them  on  immaterkil  pointi 
that'Wiii  be  sufficient.  It^is  indispensably 
requisite,  moreover,  that  the  reasons  be 
strong  and  solid ;  that  they  manifestly 
outweigh  not  only  the  general  obligation 
to  ahide  by  what  has  btcn  so  done,  but 
also  the  disappointment  and  injury  accru« 
iog  to  the  other  party.  And  it  is  worthy 
of  notice,  that  t  lie  case  under  discussion 
is  of  a  higher  character,  and  appeals  with 
greater  solemnity  to  the  honour  and  jus- 
tice of  the  refusing  party,  than  the  case 
stated  in  Vattel,  inasmuch  as  the  transac- 
tion, now  disavowed,  was  not  a  treaty  or 
convention  to  be  ratified  by  both  parties, 
previous  to  an  execution  by  either.  It 
hikdi  according  to  the  terms  of  it  (and  tliis 
peculiarity  appears  to  have  been  contem- 
plated by  your  Government),  been  actual- 
ly and  immediate))'  carried  into  executign 
on  the  part  of  America.  The  refusal  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  is,  therefore,  not 
simply  to  ratify  what  had  been  ratified 
by  the  other  party,  but  to  carry  into  eiiect 
on  his  part,  an  arrangement  which  had 
been  carried  into  full  eifect  with  good 
faith  on  ihe  part  of  the  United  States. 
Now  the  case  is  strengthened  by  the  fur- 
ther peculiarity,  that  some  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  execution  of  4he  ar- 
rangement on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
render  it  unstiscepiible  of  a  full  equivalent 
for  the  refusal  to  execute  it  on  the  other 
side.-^It  has  not .  escaped  observation, 
that  the  obligation  of  your  Government  to 
tender  explanations  on  this  occasion  i&  ad- 
mitted "by  your  attempt  to  show  that  it  has 
been  suificienliy  done  in  what  passed  in 
eomrersation  between  Mr.  Canning  and 
Mr.  Pinckney,  and  by  the  instructions 
given  to  Mr-  Erf»kine  to  communicate  ^uch 
explanations,  Wnh  every  disposition  to 
view  in  the  nmst  favourable  light  whatever 
may  effect  the  relations  between  the  twf 
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countries/ it  is  impossible  to  mistake  the' 
coiwersatioiu  of  those  Ministerfi'lbr  a  dis- 
charge ofsu^h  a  debt  to  the  good  faith 
and  reasonable  expectations  of  thetJdlj^d^ 
^States.     Be^es  thai  they  were  met*  co«- 

.  versatioQS  in  a  case  requiring  the  precision 
9U9d  respect  of  a  formal  commniMcation,  it 
is  certatd  t^%  ii^was  neither  ttndei^tood 
by  Mr.  Pinckoey,  nor  intended  by  Mr.^ 
Cannings  that  those  oenversatioos  were  to 
be  regarded.  Mr.  Pincjmey  isexptidit  on 
this  point;  and  Mr.  Capiiing  himself, 
after  declining  to  re ca{>itulate  in  writing 
wha^iie  h«d  v^erbaWy  remarked,  sisniHed 
to  Mr.  Pinckney,  in  a  kiier  dated  May 
27*,  that  his  observations  on  the  subject 
would  be  more  properly  made  through 
the  sttccessor  of  Mr.  liJi^kine,  who  was 
about  t«  proceed  to  the  United  States. — 

'With  reipect  to  the  instructions  on  this 
'  point,  given  to  Mr.  Ersfcine,  it  might  be 

aufficient  to  remark,  tbat  they. were  never 
carried  into  execution;  hut  it  may  be  ask- 
edj  ^vhetb^r  it  was  a  mark  of  friendly  re- 
spect to  the  United  Scales  to  cnvploy  lor 
such  a  .purpose  a  Mihister  with  whom  his 
Government  had  thought  proper  publicly 
to  withdraw  its  confidence,  and  to  the  pe- 
<^THar  delicacy  dnd  embarrassment  of 
'Vi'hose  situation  you  have  yourself  referred, 

-,as  accouniinji  for  his  not  having  executed 

'    ,     the  Kisk  imposed  upon  him. — 1  must  here 

repeat,  what  was  suggested  in  my  foriTicr 

•'letter,  that  the  accessor  of  Mr.  Erskine  is 
•the  prefer  functionary  for  a  proper  e^pla- 
nations  Nor  can  I  perceive  the  force  of 
your  remark,  that  the  delay  incidclit  to 
your  arrival  in  the  United  States  renjgggd 
it  more  rbnsisient'with  Uie  frieiidlj^pPti-: 
ments  of  his  Majesty  to  press  tl^i^ther 
channels  for  communicating  the  motkes 
for  his  disavowal.  To  your  own  re-consi- 
deration  I  appeal,  whici)  in  the  course  mostr 

^iS'oJw^Mlitl  to  those  friendly  tentimentSj  was 
not  the  obvious  one  of  employing  the  wbw 

*  organ ^^^gtwrdinfdt  the  same  time  against 
•any  misconstruction  of  the  delay,  by  ap- 
prizing the  Amwrican  Government,  through 
us  Minister,  of  the  cause  of  it.  The  suppo- 
sition, that  the  delay  incident  to  your  mis- . 
eion  gave  rise  to  the  conversation  of  Mr. 
Canning, and  Mr.  Pinckney,  is  not  recon- 
cileable  to  the  correspondence  of  the  lat- 
ter, which  contains  no  such  indication.  On 
the  contrary,  it  distinctly  ^ows  that  he 
was  apprized  of  the  intention  to  replace 
Mr.  Kr^kine  by  a  successor,  whom  he  re- 
garded 8A  the  proper  channel  for  ihe  ex- 


plamttory  commutticatidns,  thp^  he 
fltood  Mr.  Cantkiiigjto  be  under  ebe^ame  inw 
prestion,  andahat  Jiell^rned  frot&yooTiielfc 
noi'more  than  two  4^f^»«ifter  hitcailNr^i^ 
tibn  with  Mr.  Canning,  that  you  were  to  jail 
foh  the  United  States  within  three  i«is^|i%^ 
AltiMMigh  it  may  not  ^ve  been  yoar  inlea- 
tion^  to  have  given  to  this  subject  a  posture 
which  it  would  not  tiave^at orally  assumed, 
yet.aoch  has  been  the  tenck(icjr  of  gome  of 
yooc  remacktf,  anftparticulaiyf  ^i^^aon* 
elusion  you  liave  drawn  from  the  two  ar- 
cmnstances ;  Ist,  That  no  trace  of  com- 
ptaint  from  this  Government  against  the 
disavowal  appears  on  tiie  i*ecords  of  the 
British  mission,  or  was  distinctly  announced 
•by  me  in  our  conferences,  and  2nd,  that 
'from  the  official  correspoudence  of  Mr. 
Erskine  with  his  (JOvernment,  it  appears 
that  althq^gh  Uc  did  not  cOmraiUHcalir.^ 
extenso  his  original  ins nruci ions,  he  mibmit- 
ted  to  me  the  tlirce  conditions  therein  spe- 
ciBed  and  received  my  observations  on 
each. — if  trhere  be .  no  trace  of  complaiat 
against  the  disavowal  in  the  archives  of  tlie 
mission,  it  is  because  this  Government 
could  not  have  entered  «such  coi^iplaiot  be- 
fore the  reasons  tor  the  disavowal  had  been 
explained,  and  esperially'as  the  explana- 
tions were  justly  and  cor^dently  Expected 
through  the  new  fnnctionary.  "  And  as  to 
iha  supposed  reterve  on  my  part,  on  this 
subject  in  our  several  conferences^  Idid  ims- 
^ine,  that  my  repeated  intimations  to  ypQ  of 
thene<;es<ity  of  satisfactory  explanati&/as 
to  the  disavowal,  were  sumcient  indicatioiis 
of  the  dissaiisfuctioii  of  this  Government 
with  respect  in  the  disavowal  itself.'*— Tke 
Stress  you  have  laid  on  what  youhavc been 
pleased  to  state  as  the  subsUtution  of  tlie 
terms  Rnally^greed  on,  tor  ihe  terms  first 
proposed,  has  excited  no  small  degree  of 
surprise.  Certain  it  is,  that  jTour  pre- 
decessor did  present  for  qay  coasidj^natton 
the  three  rondi%io»s  which  liow  appear  in 
tJhe  printed  document  j  that  be  was  dis- 
posed to  urge  them  more  than  tbe  natm^ 
of  two  of  them  (both  palpably  inadmisai- 
ble,  and  one  morn  than  merely  inadmissi- 
ble) could  permir,  and  that  (ui  Ending  bis 
hhkt  proposals  uniuccessful,  the  more  rea- 
sonable terms  comprised  in  the  arrange- 
ment respecting  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  adopted.  And  what.  Sir,  is  tiiere  in 
this  to  countenance  the  conclusion  you 
have  drawn  in  favour  of  the  right  ol  his 
Britannic  Majesty  to  disavow  the  proceed* 
ing  ?  (To  be  continued.) 


UiNDON  :— Printed  by  T.*  C.  HANSARD,  Pctcrboioogh  -  Court,  FSoet  -  .Street ; 
PaWifhed  by  R.  BAGSHAW,  Brydges-Strect,  Cfvetit  -Garaen.:— SoM  also  by  J.  BUDD,  Pall-Midl. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COBBETTS  WEEKLY  POLITICAL  REGISTER. 


Vol.  XVIL  No.  2.]      LONDON.  SATURDAY,  JANUARY  13.  1810.     [Price  Is. 


9B} 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 


Jacobiii  QuniKAs. Tbe  dtpreciilkm 

of  t^e  p«|»et-iiioMy>  made  ki  Thnnd- 
needle  Street  and  in  varioua  other  parts  of 
tbe  coaotry,  n  a  thing  still  denied  by 
/K>me  persoof,  though  it  is  notoHoos^  that 
alflwtt  the  whole  of  the  metallic  money 
hu  fled  fn>Qi  the  degrading  society  of  that 
ptper,  and  thooffh  it  is  n<»t  lest  notorious^ 
that  any  piece  or  metallic  money  irill  sell 
fermore  in  paper-money^  than  its  nominal 

nwapt ^The  fact  of  an  existing  traffic 

m  gaineas  and  other  pieces  of  gold  coin 
could  not  be  donbted ;  but,  in  the  follow- 
ing  paragraph,  uken  from  the  Statesman 
of  tke  Sfod  instant,  we  hare  something 
iikvjadicial  proof  of  it.  This  proof  is  not, 
bowcTer,  what  ioterests.me  ap<m  this  0C'> 
cssion.  I  am  interested  in  the'fate  of  the 
mzn,  whe  n  here  said  to  have  been  '^fidfy 
"amm^  to  take  his  trial/'  as  t^fdan, 
for  having  sold  some  gaineaa  at  more  than 

tweacf-one  shillings  each; "On  Sator- 

"  day,  at  the  Mansion  House,  a  Jew,  of 
•'  the  Dame  of  Dtf  Younob,  was  charged  by 
'^the  SoUcUor  qfihe  Mint,  under  an  act  oY 
"  ftM  Eiiutb^th,  with  the  offence  of  sell- 
'^mg  tbe  current  coin  of  the  realm,  called 
'"gotoeas,  at  a  higher  price  than  the  current 
"  value.  By  the  statute  in  question,  it  is 
"declared,  that  any  person  who  shall 
"  extort,  demand,  or  receive,  for  any  of 
"  the  current  coin  of  the  realm,  more 
"than  the  legal  current  value  thereof, 
"shaH  he  esteemed  guilty  of  >r/o»y.  It 
"  appeared  that  tbe  prisoner  had  sold  56 
"  guineas,  for  a  sum  amounting  to  about 
"2u,  6d,  each,  or  1j.  (jd,  for  each 
"  gainea  more  than  the  legal  price  and 
"  current  value.  Evidence  being  adduced 
"  to  prove  thie  case,  the  prisoner  was 
"fidfy  committed  to  take  his  trial  for  the  of- 

"  fence." 1  am  persuaded,  that  there 

most  be  some  error  in  this  statement;  but, 
it  is  not  likely  thai  it  is  wholfy  unfounded  ; 
aad,  if  it  be  true  only  to  the  extent  of  a 
man's  barring  been  conmtitted  toJaU  for 
hsfiogsuld  guineas  at  a  price  above  twenty 
oae  AilHngs  each ;  if  it  be  true  only  to 
this  extent,  it  is  of  very  serious  importance; 
tad,  if  we  are  m  danger  of  being  sent  to 
#^'lbr  m^uog  «a  nknch  as  we  can  of  a 


[U 

gnmea,  it  really  is  high  time  for  us  to  look 
about  us  pretty  sharply,  or,  which  would 
be  the  safer  way,  pwrfaAps,  to  draw  oof* 
selves  into  our  shells,  there  wait  the  com* 
ing  of  the  storm,  and  let  it  rage  on.  What ! 
send  a  man  to  jail,  under  a  charge  fAfdomf^ 
for  having  made  an  exchange  of  guitieaa 
afpiinst  bank-notes,  and  taken  Xhtj^tofii  I 
It  never  can  be.    I  cerU'mly  do  n6t  be- 
lieve this.      Robespierre  put  people  in 
prison,  and  some  he  put  to  death,  because 
they  made  a  diffiMrence  in  their  prices, 
taking  less,  for  the  same  weight' of  sugar 
for  instance,  in  metallic  money  than  they' 
took  in  paper-money;  and  this,  in  efiect, 
is  just  the  same  thing  as  selling  guineas' 
for  more  than  their  nominal  value.    Robe- 
spierre made  it  a  capital  ofience  to  shew 
this  preference  for  metallic  money ;  but* 
Robespierre  did  not,  by  that  means,  pre* 
vent  the  paper  firom  depreciating,  thoaeh 
he  was  quite  successful  in  driving  the' 
very  semblance  of  metallic  money  eut  of 
the  country ;  and,  if  I  could  possibly  be*, 
lieve  the  above  statement  to  be  correct,  i 
should  have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  pre- 
dicting,  that  tbe  Old  Lady  in  Thread- 
needle  Street  and  her  numerous  family  all 
over  the  kingdom,  must  ver}'  soon  give  us 
paper- money  down  to  half-crowns,  if  not 
to* halfpence.      The  Old  Lady  hgs  al- 
ways  found  abundant   business  for  Jack 
Ketch  ;  but»  if  the  paragraph  above-cited 
be  correct,  Mr.  Ketch  might  act  up  his 
carriage  and  have  his  villa  as  well  as  the 

best  of  them. But,  it  is  hardly  possible, 

that  the  paragraph  can  be  correct;  for, 
there  is  no  such  act  of  parliament  as  the 
one  described  in  the  paragraph.  There  is  an 
act  of  Edward  VL  and  one  of  William  IIL 
against  exchanging  gold  and  eiher  money  for 
more  than  their  vakte;  but,  for  these  of- 
fences Uie  penalty  is  trifling ;  a  small  pe- 
cuniary punishment  merely.  There  is  an 
act  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  be  sure,  touch 
ing  money ;  but,  unless  by  a  straining  Oi 
the  meaning,  unequalled  in  the  annals  of 
law,  it  is  quite  out  of  the  question  to 
make  this  act  apply  to  the  case  before 

us. It  is  the  act.  Chapter  L  of  tha 

ISth  year  of  that  Queen's  reign.    In  the 

5th  year  other  reigo,  an  act  had  been 

passed,  milking  ^reamis  (not  fdoiif)  ^  tkt 
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•'  offences  of  clipping,  rouncUng,  washing, 
"  and  ^Ung,  for  wicked  lucre  or  gain  s 
**  sake,"  any  of  the  Monies  or  Coins  of 
the  Realm,  or  of  the  Monies  or  Coins  of 
other  countries,  suftbred  to  be  current  in 
the  kingdom  ;  in  short,  of  any  of  the  mo- 
nies or  coins  legally  current.  In  the 
ISth  year  of  her  reign,  it  being  founds 
that  some  other  method,  or  methods,  not 
coming  strictly  under  either  of  the  de* 
scriptions  in  the  former  act ;  nait^ely,  of 
clipping,  rounding,  wtMng,  or  fiiif^,  had 
been  discovered  for  diminishing  the  value 
of  the  current  coins,  another  act  was 
passed,  leaving  out  the  words  clipping, 
founding,  washing,  ^Dil  filing,  and  inserting 
in  their  stead,  the  following  general  de- 
scription :  "  ar^  act,  ways,  or  means, 
•'  whatsoever ;"  and  then  the  prohibition 
ran  thus:  "  Be  it  enacted,  &c. — That, 
•'  if  any  person^  &c.  &c. — shall,  for  wicked 
"  lucre  or  gaift's  sake,  by  any  act,  ways,  or 
**-  means  whatsoever,  impair,  diminish,  faU 
'^tify,.  8cale«  or-  lighten,  the  monies,  or 
'*  corns,  of  this  realm,  &c.  &c.  ice.  he  shall 
•*  suffer  death,  &c.  &c."— Now,  except 
one  other  act,  passed  in  the  1 4th  year  of 
Uueen  Elizabeth,  against  counterfeiting 
foreign  coin,  the  two  acts  above-nien- 
tioned,  are  the  only  acts,  at  all  relating  to 
money,  that  were  passed  in  the  reign  of 
.  that  Queen ;  so  that,  if  it  be  true,  that  the 
Jew  in  question  has  really  been  committed 
-  under  an  act  of  Elizabeth,  the  ground  of 
commitment  must  hav£  been  different  from 
that  stated  in  the  paragraph.— -This  act 
of  the  18(h  of  Queen  Elizabeth  makes  it 
High  treason  to  impair  or  diminish,  by  any 
act,  ways,  or  means,  the  monies,  or  coins, 
of  the  kingdom.  Well,  then;  let  us  see 
how  this  could  possibly  be  twisted  to  ap- 
ply to  the  act  a  Hedged  against  the  Jew. 
Are  Bank-notes  monies  T  Because,  if  the  v 
are,  to  sell  a  guinea  for  twenty  two  shilr 
lings  and  sixpence  of  the  said  monies  is 
certainly  one  ivaj/  of  impairing  or  diminish- 
m^,  the  said  monies,  or  the  value  of  them, 

at  least. But,  then,  what  will  become 

of  the'awmlry  bankers,  who  now  exGctd  ia 
numbers  (counting  all  the  partners,  both 
pikes  and  gudgeons)  the  trampcrs  em- 
ployed Jn  coUect'tog  the  rags  of  which 
their  money  is  made.  You  would  send 
them  all  on  board  of  ship,  perhaps,  or  give 
ibcm  air  opportunity  of  displaving  their 
loyalty  by  enlisting  into  the  West  India 
Kegiment,  Aye;  but,if  the  above  para- 
&:raph  be  correct ;  if  a  man  has  actually 
been  committed,  a^  a  felon,  for  having 
4ewt  an  actt#ndiiif  to  trNpairthe  btmh' 


notes,  the  country-bankers  cannot  hope  to 
get  off  90  lightly,  seeing  that  they  are  no» 
toriously  guilty  of  an  act  of  this  sort  as 
often  as  they  set  their  money  mills  a  ^oing. 
However  men  may  difler  »s  to  other 
points  respecting  the  banking  system, 
they  all  agree,  that  the  greater  the  quan- 
tity  of  paper-money  the  less  must  be  the 
real  value,  in  proportion  to  the  nominal 
value,  of  that  money :  in  other  word*;  that 
the  paper  monies  which  were  in  circula- 
tion yesterday,  must  have  their  value  di- 
minished by  any  grist  of  fresh  ground  mo- 
nies put  into  circulation  tenlay.  This  is  a 
proposition  universally  admitted.  Indeed, 
it  is  almost  self-evident.  Hence  it  is,  thai 
the  Old  Latdy  in  Threadneedle  Street,  is 
continually  complaining  of  her  progeny, 
the  country  money-mills  and  shops,  while 
every  man,  who  views  the  matter  in  its 
true  light,  and  who  has  the  good  of  his 
country  at  heart,  must  sincerely  r^oic« 
at  the  rapid  increase  of  those  mills  and 
shops  ;  and,  for  ray  own  part,  1  am  con- 
vinced, that  the  time  is  not  fi^r  distant, 
when  we  shall  see  the  paper-money  shops 
exceed  in  number  the  shops  of  the  taylors 
and  barbers  united.  **  Ici  Ton  a  des  As** 
"  signats,  d^  cent  francs  jusqu'  a  un 
"  sous  ;'*  that  is  to  say  :  "  Paper-money 
"  to  dispose  of  here  from  a  hundred  francs 
"  to  a  single  half-penny.''  I  remember 
seeing  these  words  over  a  shop-door  at 
Calais,  in  1792;  and,  indeed,  notifica- 
tions, of  this  sort,  were,  in  all  the  sea- 
port towns,  or  towns  near  the  coast,  as 
common  as  the  notifications  relative  to 
"  good  wine*'  or  "  ffood  brandy ;"  and 
the  makers  and  venders  of  paper-money 
seemed  sometimes  to  have  been  so  hard* 
pushed  a^  to  have  coined  up  the,  very 
shirts  off  their  backs.  Well!  where  was 
the  harm  of  this  ?  Their  shirts,  poor  devils, 
made  very  good  money.  At  last,  indeed, 
you  were  obliged  to  give  a  hundred  pounds, 
for  a  quartern  loaf,  or  for  a  couple  of  rab- 
bits; but,  then,  the  shoemaker  took  care. 
to  sell  his  shoes  at  five  or  six  hundred 
pounds  a-pair ;  so  that,  in  the  end,  those 
who  had  .sense  enough  to  keep  possession  qf 
things  qfreal  take,  and  merely  to  let  tha 
paper-money  pass  through  their  hands,  sus- 
tained no  loss,  at  the  bursting  of  the  bobble. 
^— — To  return  from  this  digression:  can 
any  one  imagine,  that,  upon  the  above-^ 
quoted  statute  of  Elizabeth,  ous  country 
money-makers  are  all  liable  to  be  tried 
for  their  Uoesf  Yet,  I  scruple  not  to  assert, 
that  if,  upon  the  statute  cf  Elizabeth^  a  man. 
be  liable  to  be  tried  for  his  life  for  haviiif; 
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leld  gatneas  at  a  rate  which  tends  to  di- 
isinith  the  Talae  of  the  paper-moneVf 
erery  paper-money  maker  in  the  country 
19  liable  to  be  tried  for  his  life. — —Let, 
rae^  however,  distinctly  state,  that  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  there  must  l)e  an  error  in 
the  paragraph  quoted  froni  the  Statesman; 
because,  all  other  reasr^ns  aside,  the  para- 
graph talks  of  fihny,  whereas  the  statute 
talks  of  <7ea50fi  /  Mercy  onus,  if  this  were 
law,  and  if  the  law  were  put  in  force 
against  all  the  money-makers  in  the 
coontry,  why,  the  very  air  would  be  poi- 
soned with  the  stink  of  their  carcasses  ! 

' 1  regard  these  money-sfrinders  as  a 

▼cry  useful  description  of  persons ;  they 
are,  in  reality,  doing  more  good  than  any 
other  description  of  persons  that  I  know 
of;  they  make  little  noise  in  their  work, 
hot  their  operations  are  sore;  every  inch 
they  gain  i»  he  id ;  there  is  no  back-sliding 
in  the  progress  of  iheir  efforts ;  and,  which 
is  nut  the  t^^ist  amiable  circumstance,  they 
not  only  aj)ppar  to  be,  but,  in  general, 
really   are,    wholly   unconscious    of  the 

gjrcai    giioii    they    are   doing. What, 

then  I  would  the  Statesman,  who  is,  ge- 
nera iy,so  jnstin  his  semi menU» condemn 
aJJ  this  most  populous  and  most  useful 
class  of  active  citizens  to  a  trial  for  their 
lite*  ?  Forbid  it  justice  !  forbid  it  grati- 
tode!  He  is  labouring  very  hard,  and  very 
earnestly,  in  the  cause  of  a  reform  of 
abases  and  the  extirpation  of  corruption  ; 
but,  he  is  not  labonrinz  with  half  so  much 
ffiet  as  thev  are.  He  is  attacking  the 
SKMHterin  ^nt,  while  they,  more  wise 
than  he,  are  labouring,  and  with  a  certain- 
ty of  success,  to  take  from  that  monster 
'the  fsery  meat  ha  feeds  on.  -I  should 
like  to  see,  in  the  Statesman,  an  explana- 
tion of  the  above-quoted  paragraph.  It 
mast  be«  in  its  description  of  the  law,  at 
least,  errooeofus; .  and  I  am  quite  at  a  loss 
to  discover  upon  what  law  a  commitment 
Jbr  seUiMg  qf  gumtas  could  possibly  take 
place,  unless,  indeed,  the  guineas  were 
•old,  or  exchanged,  for  other  coin;  and 
tben»  as  was  before  observed,  the  crime  is 
aoV^isay,  butsimply  an  oftence,  punishable 

by  a  pecnaiary  forfeiture. If  there  be, 

however,  contrary  to  my  opinion  and  my 
conviction,  aay  statnte,  upon  which  a  man 
may  Ik  puai&hed»inany  way  whatever,  for 
taking  a  premium  upon  guineas,  or  gold  or 
liWar  coin,  when  exchanged  against  paper- 
money  ;  if  there  ^  any  such  statute,  and 
if  snch  statate  be  pat  in  force,  it  requires 
bat  a  very  small  portion  of  understanding 
fti  parcel?^  that  coin  of  oTcry  sort  must 


very  shortly  totally  vanish  out  of  circula- 
tion; for,  the  very  fact,  that  such  ex- 
changes  do  take  place,  is  a  clear  proof  that 
the  coin  is  worth  more  than  its  nominal 
value  in  paper-money  ;  and,  as  every jhing 
will  have  its  real  worth,  the  coin  will  either 
go  into  a  hoard;  or  out  of  the  country,  if  is 
be  prohibited  from  obtaining  its  real  worth 
in  circulation.  A  guinea  may  be  in  the^ 
hands  of  a  man,  who  may  be  unable  to 
hoard,  or  to  export,  it ;  but,  when  out  of 
that  man's  hands,  it  will  not  travel  far. 
Probably  the  second  or  third  person,  into 
whose  possession  it  may  fnlljmay,  from  si- 
milar causes,  be  unable  to  hoard  or  ex- 
port; but,  the  guinea  is  the  last  thing  that 
the  holcier  will  part  with;  its  progress 
from  hand  to  hand  thus  becomes  very 
slow ;  and  the  moment  it  comes  into  the 
hands  jof  one  who  is  able  to  hoard  or  ex* 
port,  away  it  goes  from  circulation  entire* 
ly,  because,  if  to  sell  it  for  its  worth  ba 
a  crime,  it  will  ansxi^er  the  holder* s purpOts 
to  hoard  it,  even  if  exportation  were  ren- 
dered impossible,  seeing  that  at  tha 
rate  of  1  #.  Qd.  upon  the  guinea,  tha 
hoarder  has  nearly  a  year  and  a  half's  in- 
terest, at  five  per  cent;  and  during 
that  year  and  a-half,  what  are  not  tha 
chanccs>  that  the  guinea  will  become 
worth  twice  as  much  as  it  is  worth  now  ? 

Oh,  no  !  There  is  no  way  now  left  of 

keeping  the  gold  coin,  still  remaining  in 
the  country,  from  totally  disappearing  ; 
no  way  but  that  of  leaving  every  holder 
of  such  coin  to  sell  it  at  any  price  thai 
he  can  get  for  it The  countrv  paper- 
money  makers  have,  within  the  Iqst  two 
years  only,  doubled  their  number.  The 
next  year  will,  in  all  probability,  double 
the  present  ilumber.  It  will,  at  least, 
greatly  augment  it.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
of  that.  Consequently,  their  money  will 
continue  to  depreciate  in  an  increased 
proportion.  The  depreciation  must  go 
on  with  an  accelerated  velocity.  Oh  ! 
these  paper-money  makers  are  the  men  ! 
What  an  abundance  of  money  we  shall 
have  !  Every  man,  of  any  substance,  will 
make  his  own  money.  What  a  rich  nation 
we  shall  be !  There  was  a  man,  belong- 
ing to  the  Mother  Shop,  who,  some  years 
ago,  wrote  a  pamphlet,  entitled  :  '*  Gui- 

*'  NEAS    AN     EHCUMBRANCB."        Ought    W^ 

not,  then,  to  rejoice  at  our  present  situa- 
tion, and  our  present  more  brilliant  pros- 
pects ?  Of  this  encumbrance,  at  any  rate, 
we  are  nearly  rid  ;  and,  who  knows  but 
it  may  be  followed  by  that  of  the  "  JVa- 
"  timial  Debt/*  as  it  is  caflad  ?— #4Vhea 
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I  see  a  nevr  paper*money  mill  jet  a-going, 
I  hail  the  event  as  an  additional  sign  of 
approaching  good  times  ;  and,  amongst 
all  the  absord  and  ridicnlnus  things  that 
I  have  ever  heard  of,  the  pr^fcnncc,  which 
■omt*  people  appear  to  entertain  for  the 
■lanafactaret  of  certain  mills,  appears  to 
■M  to  be  the  moat  absurd  and  ridiculous. 
Whal  signifies  it  what  mill  the  money 
comes  firom?  What  signifies  it  what  it  is 
viade  of,  or  whose  name  is  upon  it,  so 
that  it  will  pass  out  of  your  hand  as 
soon  as  it  comes  into  it?  No  man  is,  1 
suppose,  foolish  enough  ever  to  suffer  it  to 
remain  with  him  twenty  four  hours ;  and, 
that  being  the  case,  whid  riA  does  he  run  ? 
Success,  then,  say  1,  to  the  money-making 
trade  \  I  do  i^  mean  figuratively,  but 
literally.  The  trade  of  making  money  ; 
the  mechanical  operation  of  making  mo- 
ney, and  the  vending  of  that  money  ;  a 
trade,  which  is  regularly  working  on 
towards  all  those  effects,  which  every 
real  friend  of  his  cotjntry  wishes  to  s^ 
produced,  and  which  may  yet  make  Eng- 
land what  she  formerly  was  in  the  scale 
of  nations. 

Nafolbon's  Projects. Under  this 

head,  in  my  last  Number,  1  quoted  a  pas- 
sage from  the  Morning  Chronicle,  in  which 
paper  Napoleon's  Divorce  had  been  spoken 
of  as  d  farce,  as  an  m«u//  t6  the  people  of 
France,  as  hypocritical,  and  as  irreligious. 
Upon  this  I  observed,  that  it  was  no  farce; 
that  there  was  no  sham  in  it ;  that  it  was 
a  real  divorce,  and  for  a  great  practical 
purpose.  I  also  said,  and,  1  should  think, 
proved,  that,  so  far  from  being  an  insult  to 
the  French  nation,  that  nation  must  neces- 
sarily feel  itself  flattered  by  the  act.  I 
said,  th«t.  it  ronid  not»  with  propriety,  be 
called  hypocritical,  seeing  that  not  only 
was  it  dune  in  the  face  c^f  the  world,  but 
the  motives  were  openly  avowed  and  set 
forth,  and  thaf  it  was  impossible  not  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  motives  so  set  forth  were 
the  true  motives.  Upon  the  charge  of  rr- 
religion,  I  expressed  my  fear,  that  the 
JMornin^  Chronicle  had  given  a  little  into 
cant,  and,  having  referred  to  the  practice 
of  obtaining  divorces  in  England  and 
America,  I  asked,  why  a  divorce  bill  might 

not  also  be  obtained  in  France. As  to 

the  first  three  heads,  the  farce,  the  insuit 
and  the  hypocrisy,  the  Morning  Chronicle 
has  made  no  reply  ;  but,  with  respect  to 
the  irrcligioumcss  of  the  act,  he  appears 
atill  to  hold  out,  and  complains,  in  the 
following  manner,  of  having  been  accused 
«f  canting.— p—<' Mb«  Cobbstt  accuses 


"  llie  Morning  Chronicle  of  casting,  1m- 
"  cause  it  teimed  the  disgusting  verbiaga 
"  with  which  the  divorce  of  BuoNA?AaTB 
"  (rom  his  \\  ife,  was  accompanied,  a 
''  Solemn  Mockery  of  a  ipiritual  rUe.  It 
'<  surely  is  not  canting  to  resprc^  the  sacred 
*•  institutions  iff  religion;  or  to  say,  that 
"  when  a  despot  means  to  act  in  defiance 
"  of  its  most  solemn  ordinances,  it  is  cou- 
**  tempt ibie  to  see  him  exhibit  the  farce  of 
*'  whining  respect  for  that  which  he  is  at 
"  the  moment  grossly  iriolating.  There  ia 
"  a  paper  on  the  subject,  in  the  Examioev 
'<  of  yesterday,  written  with  the  pecoliaK 
<'  spirit  of  the  Editor  of  that  Journal, 
**  which  shews,  that  in  all  ages,  and  ia  all 
"  countries,  divorce  has  been  treated  ac- 
*'  cording  to  the  customs  of  the  time  and 
"  place.  It  is  no  more  applicabk  to  the 
**  question,  to  state  a  parallel  between  th« 
**  manner  of  divorce  in  America,  and  the 
"  manner  of  divorce  under  the  present 
*'  constitution  of  France,  than  it  would  be 
'<  to  state  a  parallel  between  the  age  of 
"  Reason  in  that  country,  when  the  most 
'*  perfect  contempt  for  all  religious  forcbs 
"  was  .the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  age 
"  of  Pontifical  authority,  when  even  the 
*'  Kings  were  force-d  to  submit  to  the  papal 
**  bull,  and  tlie  sacramental  bond  of  mar- 
"  riage  coald  only  be  dissolved  by  the 
"  Vatican.  What  we  alluded  to,  was  the 
"  respect  which  every  crowned  head  ought 
''  to  pay  to  the  institutions  which  condjuce 
"  to  the  religion,  the  morals,  and  the  hap- 
"  piness,  of  his  people.  And  as  canting  is 
"  m  every  instance  a  vicious  and  hurtful 
'•  exhibition  of  hypocrisy,  so-'it  is  most 
'<  vicious  and  mpst  hurtful  when  it  is  prac^ 
"  tised  in  the  highest  place. — When  Mr. 
"  Cobbett  asks  us  what  we  think  oi*  the 
"  facility  of  divorce  in  England,  though 
"  it  is  foreign  to  the  subject,  we  have  ao 
*'  hesitation  in  saying  that  we  consider  it 
*<  as  a  great  national  calamity ;  and  think 
"  it  no  more  a  cure  for  the  evil  it  pro- 
'*  fesses  to  have  in  view,  than  we  consider 
''  a  sum  of  damages  to  be  a  compensation 
"  to  any  man  of  honour  or  delicacy  for 
"  the  loss  of  the  siveeiest  consolations  cf 

t*  lif^y ^^Now,  I  cannot  see,  that  this 

much  mends  the  matter.  To  talk  of  **  a 
"  spiritual  rite"  as  something  by  which 
Buonaparte  is  to  be  bound,  is  quite  ridicu- 
lous, when  we  recollect  that,  in  speaking 
of  him,  all  idea  of  a  man  of  religious  sen- 
timent has  been  thrown  aside.  We  re- 
present him  as  having  nortligion  at  all; 
in  that  way  it  has  been  the  constant  prac- 
tice to  speak  of  him,  in  this  country  i  bttW 
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beMd,  now,  all  of  a  sodden,  we  are  to 
iafeigfa  against  bim  for  not  being  a  strict 
CtMki  The  troth  is,  we  hate  him ;  we 
hate  him  with  good  reason,  at  being  a  dan- 
geroos  enemy ;  and,  tl^erefbre,  we  seek 
to  discover  wickedness  in  all  bis  actions ; 
else,  I  am  certain,  that  we  shoold  not  ha?e 
discovered  any  wickedness  in  his  dirorce. 
-P-— The  Morning  Chronicle  seems  to 
think,  tliat  there  wonki  have  been  less 
kana  in.  the  thmg;  or,  indeed,  that  it 
would  hare  been  perfectly  right,  if  Napo- 
leon had  complied  with  the  fornu  qf  ike 
niigum  that  he  professes^;  that  is  to  say, 
if  he  had  obtained  the  leave  of  the  Pope 
to  pat  away  his  oid  lady  and  take  a  new 
Qoe.  What  nonsense  this  is !  Just  as  if 
we  should  not,  in  that  case,  have  set  op  a 
howl  of  pity  for  the  poor  Pope,  who,  we 
shooM  have  said,  was  compelled  to  con- 
sent to  the  divorce ;  and,  in  that  case,  we 
shodd,  with  good  reason,  have  accused  the 

Eoiperor  with  hypocrisy. The  Morning 

Chronicle  is  a  litUe  pozzled  with  my  refe- 
rence tooir  divorce  bills,  and  the  manner  of 
obtahung  divorces  in  America.  He  says, 
indeed,  that  he  considers  the  facility  of 
obtaining^  a  divorce,  in  England,  as  ''  a 
^  great  imtional  calamity ;"  but,  lie  says 
nothing  at  all  about  America,  except,  that 
her  km  and  customt  are  not  the  same  as 
the  laws  and  the  customs  in  France.  The 
munkipal,  the  political,  atid  the  eccleisias- 
ttcal  laws  are  not  the  same ;  but,  as  far  as 
any  of  these  interfered  with  Napoleon's 
divorce,  they  w^re  set  aside  by  the  Legii- 
latere  of  France ;  and,  I  am  sure  Mr.  Perry 
will  not  pretend,  that  the  acts  of  that  Legis- 
lature ought  to  pass  for  noj^ing^  merely 
because  it  is  a  body  in  which  the  Emperor 
St  ah»ay$  mar  to  km  a  majority  on  his  side. 
Oh,  no  !  Mr.  Perry  will  not  pretend^  that 
tbe  acts  of  the  French  Corps  Legislatif  are 
a  bit  the  less  bindipg  for  being  passed  by 
a  set  of  men,  who  a/tc^«  are  in  a  majority 
oo  the  side  of  the  crown,  let  who  will  be 
minttter.  No,  no,  sure !  The  acts  of  the 
Ccrps  Legislatif  are  mighty  good  acts ; 
quite  sufficient  for  tasting  and  hanging ; 
and,  why  should  they  not  he  sufficient  to 
enable  a  man  to  put  away  his  wife  ?— — 
As  far,  therefore,  as  mere  law  is  concerned, 
there  can  be  no  fealt  in  the  proceeding, 
unless  we  boldly  assert,  that  acts  pa^ed 
by  an  assembly,  a  majority  qf  xohom  are  ml- 
wtiys  at  the  nod  qf  the  crown,  are  not  lawful 
acts ;  and  this,  I  take  it,  is  what  We  shall 
think  of  a  great  many  times,  before  we 
shall  openly  assert  it  once.  Well,  then, 
the  divorce  being  opcording  to  law,  what  is 
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there  irreligious  in  it,  any  more  than  in  a 
divorce  in  America  ?  The  laws  of  man  are 
not  the  same  in  the  two  countries;  but 
the  laws  qf  natwre  and  qf  morality  are  the 
same,  and  must  eternally  be  the  same. 
Therefore,  unless  we  are  ready  to  con- 
demn, as  most  impiously  wicked,  the  di- 
vorce laws  of  America,  how  is  impossible 
fbros  to  condemn,  as  impious,  this  act  of 
Napoleon  ?•— >— I  dissent  from  the  opinioa 
of  Mr.  Perry  respecting  the  facility  of  ob- 
taining divorces  in  England.  I  think,  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  facility  ought  to 
be  greater;  and,  I  am  convinced,  that 
much  of  the  misery,  which  is  entailed 
upon  so  many  families,  in  England,  from 
adoltrous  intercourse,  would  l>e  prevented, 
if,  in  order  to  obtain  a  divorce,  it  was  not 
necessary  that  one  of  the  parties  shoold  be 
previously  convicted  of  criminal  conversa- 
tion.  «<Amrt^/rite,''  indeed!  Why, 

much  more,  I  imagine,  than  one  half  of 
the  pairs  in  the  Unit^  States  of  America 
have  been  married,  or  paired,  if  you  wil|^ 
by  the  Jiistices  qfthe  Peace,  upon  pajring  a 
nme*penny  fee.  When  a  couple  take  it 
into  their  heads  to  get  married,  they  go 
away  and  call  some  hedge  'Squire  cMit  of 
his  fields,  and,  in  five  minutes,  he  settles 
the  matter,  takes  their  nine-peoc^,  and 
sends  them  off  to  keep  their  weddinff. 
Now,  there  is  not  much  of  the  **  spiritmar' 
in  this,  I  take  it ;  and,  yet,  i  believe,  that 
the  Mominff  Chronicle  woald  findMt  very 
difficult  to  show,  that  this  modebf  many* 
ing  is  not  full  as  conlbrAiahle*  with  divme 
authority  as  any  other  mode  that  has  been* 
or  is,  in  practice.  The  truth  is,  that  the 
laws  relating  to  marriage,  all  the  laws» 
were  made  by  mmt ;  and,  thoogh  it  is  very 
proper  to  conform  to  them,  and,  in  some 
instances,  disgracdTuI  not  to  do  so,  the  act 
of  marrying  may  take  almost  any  epithetr 

rather  than  that' of  "  sfmtmL*' Upoa 

the  whole,  therefore,  I  see  no  reason  whefc- 
ever  to  alter  tnv  opinion  relative  lo  xhm 
Divorce  of  the  French  Emperor,  and  I  ani 
quite  impatient  to  see  oar  writers  civil  iinf 
at  the  immoraiity  of  this  act,  «4uie  they 
seem  blind  to,  or,  least,  unmoted  by,  its 
probable  political  conae^Mmces. 

ANERrcAN  DISPUTE;— —When  will  ihii 
have  an  end  ?  Why,  distant  astbeconnec* 
tioq  may  seem,  it  will,  in  my  t^pinioo^ 
never  end,  as  long  as  the  money  of  the 
Old  Lady  in  Threadneedle  Street  centi^ 
nues  to  circulate.--*->«Ttie  eldest  of  my 
children  was  unborn,  when  this  dispute 
b»^^an ;  and,  if  I  could  suppone,  that  the 
Old  Lady's  money  wottid  last  many  yeaA 
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I  should  not  be  without  hopes  of  being  a 
great-grand- father  before  the  dispute  would 
end.— During  the  existence  of  this  dis- 
pute^ we  have  employed  six  Envoys^  wiih 
all  their  retmues ;  and,  permanently, 
THRBE  and  sometimes  FIVE  commissioners. 

^The  expence  has  been  enormous  (I 

will,  one  of  these  days,  lay  the  amount 
before  the  public ;)  it  continues  to  be  en- 
ormous ;  and,  which  is  the  greatest  curse 
of  all,  there  have  been  volumes  innumera- 
ble written  upon  the  subject.  There  have 
been,  including  both  sides,  not  less  than 
.  from  six.  to  ten  able  bodied  writers,  and 
(what  makes  the  thing  more  serious)  most 
of  them  lawyers,  too,  hard  at  work  for  the 
last  sixteen  years.  Mercy  on  us!  what' 
bales,  what  waggon-loads  of  tautology ! 
Reader,  Would  you  not  rather  be  hanged 
at  once,  than  be  doomed  to  the  perusal  of 
the  correspondence,  relating  to  this  never 

dying  dispute. 1   began,  in  my   last 

Mum BER,  inserting  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Smith  ;  but» 
really*  it  appears,  taking  in  its  references, 
to  bave  no  end.  They  have,  amongst 
theni,  written,  upon  this  new  branch  of  the 
dispute,  as  much  as  is  contained  in  one  of 
the  vojumcs  of  Dr.  Johnson's  Works  ;  a 
twelfth-  part  of  as  much  as  Dr.  Johnson 
wrote  in  his  whole  life  time!  And,  what 
is  it  about  ?  You  read  for  half  an  hour,  be- 
fore you  come  to  an  idea;  and>  when  you 
have  read  tht  v^ole  letter  out,  you  cannot 
for  your  life  tell  what  is,  or  what  is  not,  the 
subject  matter  of  it.  This  correspondence 
might  be  very  useiJal  to  a  man  who  was 
courting,  and  who  was  anxious  to  try,  be- 
forehand, the  patience  of  his  wife ;  for,  if 
she  could  keep  her  temper  to  the  end  of 
this  correspondence,   he  need  never  be 

jafraid  of  her  losing  it. But,  the  cala- 

fnity  might,  perhaps,  be  bearable,  were  it  to 
•top  at  th«  point  it  has  now  reached.  This 
however,  will  not  be  the  case.  The 
matter  will  be  discussed  in  parliament. 
Nights  and  nights  will  be  wasted  upon  it. 
papers !  papers !  papers  !  about  America 
will  be  called  for.  Motion  upon  motion 
will  be  made.  We  shall  have  the. solemn 
quibbling,  the  puerile  trash,  which  we 
have  now  laid  before  us,  served  up  a^in 
and  again,  in  all  manner  of  forms.  The 
bare  printing  expences,  attending  this 
branch  only  of  the  dispute,  wijl,  I  dare 
say,  come  to  many  hundreds  of  pounds  in 
paper-money.-4-r^ince  I  wrote  the  last 
•entenae,  I  hayft  been  debating  with  my* 
^  ir  „^i.f.     r  Qygijj^  at  0Dce>  to  declare, 

^mW  a|^  cram  up  my  co*  . 


lumns  with  matter  relating  to  this  dispute; 
whether  I  ought  now  to  leave  it  totally  out» 
as  being  unworthy  of  notice  ;  or,  whether 
I  ought,  for  this  once,  to  stale,  in  a  tew 
words,  what  has  happened  since  I  last 
made  any  observations  upon  the  subject. 
My  own  taste  and  bent  are  decidedly 
for  the  former;  but,  as  some  of  my  readers 
may  wish  to  know  a  little  of  the  matter, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  may  wisely  re^ioWe 
not  to  waste  their  time  upon  reading  the 
correspondence,  I  think  it  may  be  as  well, 
for  this  one  time,  to  lay  before  them  the 
substance  of  it ;  to  pick  the  '*  two  srains 
*'  of  wheat  out  of  this  bushel  of  cbail/' 
But,  this  must  be  postponed  to  my  next 
number ;  matter  oi  much  mure  import- 
ance presents  itself,  with  claim  irresisti- 
ble to  all  the  space  that  I  have  left. 

London    Common    Hall. In    page 

9S3  oT  the  foregoing  volume  of  the  Re- 
gister, will  be  f»und  the  Address  and  Pe- 
tition of  the  Common  Council,  and   the 

King's  Answer  thereunto. A  few  days 

after  that  Address  and  Petition  was  amed 
to,  another  was  agreed  to  by  the  Livery 
in  Common  Hall  assembled.  This  paper 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sherifis  pledged 
themselves  to  deliver  to  the  kmg  in  per^m, 
unless  they  were  positively  refused  that 
honour,* an  honour  to  which  they  held  the 
City  to  be  entitled. They  were  re- 
cused ;  and,  on  Tuesday  last,  the  9th  in- 
stant, a  Common  Hall  was  assembled  to 
receive  their  Report,  relative  to  the  busi- 
ness.  ^The  Report  of  the  Lord  Mayor 

and  Sherifis  was,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

sheriff's  report. 

"  That  in  consequence  of  the  Resolution 
of  the  Common  Hall  of  the  14th  ult.  or- 
dering the  Petition  to  be  presented  by  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs,  the  City  Re- 
membrancer had  waited  upon  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State,  to  know  when  it  would  be 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  to  receive  the  Pe- 
tition, stating  a  wish  at  the  same  time 
to  be  allowed  to  present  it  at  the  next 
Levee.  The  Secretary  said  he  would  con- 
sult his  Majesty;  and  communicated  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sherilft  at  the  foU 
lowing  Levee,  that  it  was  his  Majestv't 
pleasiu*e  ihat  their  Petition  should  be  de- 
livered at  the  Secretary  of  Sute's  Office, 
his  Majesty  having  for  the  last  four  years 
discontinued  public  levees,  on  account  of 
the  defective  condition  of  his  eye  sight. 
The  liord  Mayor  and  Sheriffi  ofierea  to 
present  it  at  the  privale  leree,  when  they 
presented  the  Common  Cooocil  Petition  i 
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h«t^  taere  not  permiited,  and  theSecre- 
tvy  otfered  to  take  it  and  save  them  the 
trouble  of  calling  at  his  office.  They 
read  tobim  the  R^lutioa  of  the  Common 
Hall,  and  informed  him,  that  they  could 
Dot-pieaeDt  it  except  to  his  Majesty  per- 
sonally* The  SberiA  aftervrards  waited 
upon  the  Secretary  of  Sute  at  Whitehall ; 
and  Mr.  Sheriff  Wood  requested  that  he 
would  apply  to  his  Majesty  for  a  private 
audience  for  the  Sherifis.  The  Secretary 
iboo^t  be  coQ\d  not  do  this — his  Majesty 
baring  already  signified  his  pleasure.  In 
consequence  of  this  situation  of  affairs, 
the  Sheri&  bad  thought  it  proper  to  re- 
'port  to  a  Common  Hali^  and  to  crave  fur- 
ther instructions.'' 

When  this  Report  had  been  read,  Mr. 
Fatell,  who  appears  to  be  a  very  able  as 
well  as  pobiic-spirited  man,  proposed,  at 
the  end  of  a  speech  of  some  length,  a  set 
of  Resolutions,  one  of  which,  as  will  be 
aeen,  provided  for  the  publication  of  the 
original  Address  and  Petition.— ^These 
BeiboliitionBy  which  I  am  now  about  to  in- 
sert along  with  the  Address  and  Petition, 
were  seconded,  in  a  very  neat  and  per- 
ipicaous  Speech^  by  Ma.  Jones. 

Resolutions  of  pih  Jan.  1810. 
SMITH,  Mayor. 
In  a  Meeting  or  Assembly  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Liverymen  of  the  se- 
veral Companies  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, in  Common  Hall  assembled,  at 
the  Guild-hall  of  the  said  City,  on 
Tuesday,  the  9th  day  of  January, 
1810. 

Resolved  unanimously^ 
1.  That  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  the 
Oty  of  London,  to  present  their  Petitions 
to  the  King  sitting  upon  his  Throne ;  that 
<mt  of  personal  feelings  towards  their  So- 
▼ereigii  they  did,  at  the  last  Common  Hall, 
irave  the  exercise  of  this  right. 
•  2.  Resolved  nnanimouslv — ^That  it  ap- 
-pean  that  the  Secretary  of  State  informed 
the  Sheriffs,  that  the  Petition  of  the  Livery 
>coold  be  received  only  through  his  Office ; 
that  they  have  been  denied  not  only  the 
4sial  access  to  his  Majesty,  by  a  personal 
aodieaoe^  b»t  the  undoubted  right  i>f  pre- 
aenting.tbe  same  when  they  had  actual 
access  to  bis  Majesty  at  the  Levee,  where 
•t^T  lUteiKled  to  present,  and  did  present, 
a  FMtiod  from  the  Coort  of  Common 


l» 


3.  Resolved  unanimously — ^That  such 
denial  is  not  only  subversive  of  the  Risrhts. 
of  the  Livery,  but  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the  Right  of  Petitioning,  claimed,  de- 
mandeu,  and  insisted  ubon,  and  confirmed 
to  them  by  the  Bill  of  Rif^hts. 

4.  Resolved  unaninioui<ly — Tiiat  all  com- 
plaints of  the  misconduct  and  incapacity 
of  his  Majesty's  Servants  are  most  likely 
to  be  nugatory,  if  such  complaints  must 
pass  through  the  hands  of  those  very  Ser- 
vants, and  the  People  can  have  no  security 
that  their  complaints  are  heard. 

5.  Resolved — ^That  whoever  advised  h» 
Majestjr  not  to  receive  the  Petition  erf"  the 
Livery  in  tlie  accustomed  and  esublished 
mode,  have  committed  a  scandalous  breach 
of  their  duty,  violated  one  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution,  and  abused  the 
confidence  of  their  Sovereign. 

6.  Resolved  unanimously — That  this 
Common  Hall,  disregarding  all  attempts 
and  designs  of  interested  and  corrupt  hire- 
lings, who  derive  emolnments  from  the  na* 
tional  burthens,  to  impute  unworthy  and 
disloyal  motives  to  those  who  resist  un- 
principled and  dangerous  cncroaehmeals 
upon  their  established  rights,  are  deter- 
mined, to  the  utmost  of  their  pewer,  to 
maintain  them  against  those  evil  Coun- 
sellors, who  have  thus  raised  tf  barrier  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  People,  and  there- 
by prevented  their  just  complaints  fsom 
reaching  the  royal  ear. 

7.  Resolred— That  the  following  In- 
structions be  given  to  oi||  Representatives 
in  Parliament:— 

Gentlemen— You  are  hereby  instructed 
to  move  in  the  House  of  Commons  (or  sup- 
port such  motion  if  moved),  for  an  humble 
Address,  to  his  Majesty,  praying  for  an 
immediate  and  rigid  Inquiry  into  the 
cause  of  the  unexampled  failures  and  dis- 
asters which  have  attended  our  late  Expe- 
ditions to  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Holland, 
whereby  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the 
country  have  been  shamefully  sacrificed, 
without  rendering  any  effectual  assistance 
to  our  allies,  checking  the  progress  of  the 
enemy,  or  tending  to  the  glory  or  security 
of  his  Majesty's  Crown  and  Dominions. 
You  are  also  instructed  to  support  all  mo- 
tions which  have  for  their  object  Inquiry 
into  the  violation  of  the  rights  oC  petition- 
ing— into  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  the 
public  money-— the  correction  of  public 
abuses— -the  abolition  of  all  unnecessary 
places  and  pensions — the  shortening  of  the 
duration  of  Parliaments,  and  restoring 
them  to  their  constitutional  pWity  aad  in- 
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dependence,  fts  the  only  means  of  retrieT- 
ing  our  public  afiairs,  and  enabling  this 
country  successfully  to  contend  against 
rarrounding  nations. 

8.  Resolved  unanimously-— That  the 
Sheriffs,  attended  by  Mr.  Remembrancer, 
do  forthwith  wait  upon  his  Majesty,  and 
deliver  into  his  Majesty's  hand,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Livery  of  London,  a  fair  .copy  of  the  fore- 
oing  Resolutions,  sign^  by  the  Town 
;ierk. 

0.  Resolved  unanimoosly-— That  the 
Tbanks  of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  the 
Right  Hod.  the  Lord  Mayor,  for  his  inde<* 
pendent  behaviour  upon  ail  occasions,  and 
particularly  for  his  conduct  this  day.  • 

10.  Resolved  unanimously— That  the 
Thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Sheriff 
Wood,  for  his  general  conduct,  and  for  his 
having  requested  an  audience  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, agreeable  to  the  Instructions  of  this 
Hall 

Resolved  unanimously— That  the  Reso- 
lutions of  this  day,  together  with  the  Peti- 
tion agreed  upon  on  the  Hih  day  of  De- 
cember last,  be  signed  t»y  the  Town 
Clerk,  and  published  in  the  usual  Morning 
and  Evening  Papers.  Woodthorpb. 


^DRBSS  AND  PsTiTioii  of  14thDec.  1809. 

To  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  and  dutiful  Address  and  Pe- 
tition of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Liver]^  of  the  City  of  London, 
in  Common  Hall  assembled  : 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
W<  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subjects,  ihe  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Livery,  of  theCtty  of  Lrmdon,  in  Common 
Hall  assembled,  mo^t  humbly  approach 
your  Majesty,  at  this  awful  crisis,  to  ex- 
ercise a  duty  ito  less  painful  than  impe- 
Hou8. 

It  is  to  repre-^ent  wiih  humility  to  your 
Majesty  the  present  deplorable  situation 
of  public  nfiairs,  that  we  have  again  ap- 
p)*oa(  hed  your  Royal  Person. 

Attached  to  your  Majesty's  illusiricus 
house,  frcm  afliction  and  from  duty,  we 
should  ill  dejaionstrate  the  sinceriry  of  our 
loyalty,  were  we  to  ccnreal  from  your 
Majesty,  that  it  is  not  amongst  the  least 
consider.ibie  of  our  grirvanrcs,  that  at- 
tepip's should  have  l>etn  nia^e  to  br^nd 
yonr  Mf^jesty's  t^aithfuJ  gui  j*  cts  with  dis- 
aflVc'ioa  to  your  |>crson  and  government, 
whenever  they  have  exercised  their  in- 
dubitable   right    to    complain   of   gross 


abuses  in  the  State,  or  to  attribute  the 
disgraceful  failure,  of  expensive  and  cala* 
mitous  enterprises,  to  the  ignorance  and 
incapacity  of  those,  who  either  planned, 
or  executed  them ;  as  if  infaliibiiity  were 
the  appendage  of  office,  and  belongs  of 
right  to  those  who  may  be  called  into 
yottr  Majesty's  councils. 

With  equal  gricif  and  indignation  we 
have  seen  the  disastrous  result  of  variow 
Expeditions,  in  which  your  Majesty's 
armies  have  been  unhappily  engaged, 
and  which  most  forcibly  mark  the  dis- 
graceful imbecility  of  those  distracted 
councils,  which  have  so  scandalously  la- 
vished the  blood  and  treasure  of  a  patienl^ 
loyal,  and  burtheiied  people. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  preceding 
year,'  your  faithful  Citizens  humbly  ex- 
pressed to  your  Majesty  their  deep  con- 
cern and  disappointment  at  the  disgrace- 
ful Convention  of  Cintra;  but  we  have 
yet  to  deplore,  that  doe  and  efficient  in* 
quiry  has  not  been  made  into  that  dis- 
graceful transaction. 

It  is  equally  painful  to  call  to  your 
Majesty's  recollection  the  melancholy 
fat^  of  a  second  army  assembled  with- 
in the  Peninsula,  under  tbi  g^ilant 
commander  bir  Johu  Moore — ignorant 
Wike  of  the  state  and  dispiisitioit  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  force  and  resigns  of 
the  enemy,  this  army  being  sent  into  the 
interior  ot  Spain,  was  in  imminent  danger 
of  being  captured  ;  in  this  critical  rmer- 
gency  and  slate  of  agonising  perplexity, 
abandoned  to  his  own  resounes,  tt)is  hap- 
less, but  merit*  rious  Officer  at  length  dis- 
coverel  that  lie  h  d  no  sat'cty  but  in 
flight;  with  the  l>ss  of  his  amiuunilion, 
horses,  spe*  ie,  and  b'iggage,  diiid  harassed 
and  assailed  on  all  sides,  he  secuie  !  the  re- 
treat of  the  remains oi  his  gallant  fdltweis 
by  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  invaluable  life. 

Deriving  no  bent  fit  from  ej^perience^  a 
third  welT-aj>pointcd  armv,  under  ike, 
command  of  Sir  Arthur  V^el  is!ey,  was 
hurried  into  the  interior  of  Sp.tin^  alike 
ignorant  of  the  force  and  mov  ments  of 
the  enemy,  where]  after  an  on^  rofitahia 
disp'ay  of  ^British  ral  ur,  and  a  dreadlbl 
slaughter,  this  amy,  like  the  fornu  r,  waa 
compelled  to  setk  its  safety  by  a  precipi-> 
tate  n  trtas  before  (what  we  were  led  to 
bdVve)  a  vanquished  ioe,  leav'ng  thoQ-> 
sandM  nf  vtxr  sick  and  wounded  counlry- 
men  i>i  the  hands  <f  the  enemy. 

This  l(»s.4,  like  others,  bas  paasfd  with- 
out inquiry,  and  as  if  impunity  had  placed 
the  Servants  of  the  Crown  abave  ihtfiitLk 
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of  jostice,  your  Majesty  has  been  advised 
to  coafcr  titlet  of  honourable  diilinotioo 

i  on  the  General,  who  had  thas  exhibited 
a  rash  and  estentalious  display  oif  unpro- 
fitable braTery« 

After  these  moitiplied  errors,  and  in 
defiance  o^  reiterated  esperience,  we  have 
jeen  another  Expedition  yet  more  expen- 
sive, more  disgracefal,  and  more  calami- 
tous than  the  ibrmer.  This  Armament^ 
delayed  unul  the  fete  of  Austria  was  de- 

\  cided,  landed  on  the  unwholesome  shores 
of  the  Scheldt,  where,  after  an  unaccount- 
able state  of  inaction,  thousands  of  our 
brave  soldiers  have  mi^rably  and  inglo- 
riously  perished,  by  pestilence,  privation 
and  disease,  without  hnving  accomplished 
one  national  object.  On  such  an  Expe- 
ditio ),  planned  and  conddcted  by  a  Mi- 
nister, who  it  is  now  known  had  been 
pr.noupced  unfit  for  his  Office  by  his  Col* 
ieagucs^an  Expedition  that  touches  all 
miaJi  with  shame,  and  fills  all  beam  with 
agt^ny,  it  is  too  painlul  to  dilate. 

'  We  c  jnnot  refrain  from  representing  to 

yuur  M^iesty,  that  while  the  aliaira  of  the 
nation  have  been  so  shameliillv  miscon- 
ducted abroad,  the  most  scandalous  waste, 
profusion  ami  mism;%nagemei|t,  has  pre- 
vailed at  home ;  and  your  Majesty's  con- 
fidential Advisers,  detittnte  €>f  ai)  those 
(|a<dities  e<i«entiai  to  giK>ti  government, 
and  regardless  alike  of  the  sufierings  of 
the  People,  amS   of  the  honour  of  their 

I  Sovereign,  and  inM:nsible  or  inditferent  to 
the  sarmonding  dangers,  and  the  impvotf* 
ing  fate  ^t  the  Couatry«  hav«  been  en* 
gafT^  in  the  most  dii^gra^fol  squabbles, 
intrifues  and  cabala,  that  ever  degmded 
the  Councils  ^  any  Nation,  aad  which 
cannot  but  Iw  as  disrepuuUle  to  your 
Maiesty's  Gwemment,  at  they  are  ruin- 
ova  and  dishoooitrable  to  the  Co«ntry« 
•  While  we  disclaim  all  interest  in  the 
Tkwt  of  contending  parties,  from  a^flrm 
conYfctioii  that  we  cannot  look  for  a  re* 
fenwaion  m  the  abuses  of  the  Sutf  ,  from 
any  persona  or  parties  interested  in  the 
ptaeifation  of  ^m ;  we  f^annot  but  ex* 
prw  oor  ardent  hope  that  your  Mid^sty 
vtU  be  more  fortopate  in  the  cKoice  of 
thaaica  to  whom  you  may  hareafter  con^ 
Ide  the  conduct  of  i^rs ;  and  that  y(»ur 
eoooctla  will  be  no  longer  embarrassed, 
Mir  the  cnuatry  insulted  sod  dishonoured 


ky  tiMN  dii^mieiul  orcorrencas,  which, 
while  \W(y  kave  expqMd  us  to  the  ridicule 
^anrMnding  nations,  may  embolden  the 
eatMfto  look  forward  with  conftdenoe 
«•  thADl|<«iiMi  of  %  Mtiott  aa  dfairaMd 


in  her  councils,  nnd  so  improvidendy  ^^ 
vemed. 

That  while  we  forbear  enumeraftang  a' 
long  train  of  intefnal  grievances,  we  can- 
not but  attribute  such  a  series  of  fattures 
and  disasteni  to  the  abuses  and  corruptions 
of  the  state,  and  the  consequent  want  of  a 
constitutional  controul  over  ihe  public  ex- 
penditure, and  the  servants  of  the  Crown, 
whereby  the  responsibility  of  Ministers 
appears  U>  exist  only  in  name. 
,  We  therefore  huinbly  pray  your  Ma- 
jesty will  be  graciously  pleased  to  assure 
your  loyal  and  affectionate  people,  that 
the  olyect  to  which  their  wishes  are  di- 
rected, is  neither  to  be  abandoned  or  de* 
luded;  and  that  your  Mi^ty  will  be 
pleased  to  institute  a  rigid,  impartial,  and  ^ 
general  inquiry,  into  these  great  national 
misfortunes;  into  the  plans  upon  which 
these  Expeditions  were  undertaken ;  and 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Commanders  to 
whom  they  were  iaimated. 
Signed  by  Order,  UEnay  WoooTHoars. 

It  will  be  seen,  that  one  of  the  Resolu* 
tions  orders  a  copy  of  the  Resolntiona 
themselves  m  be  dtiiveredmtothe  kk^i  hand, 
by  the  Sheriffs,  accom,)anied  by  the  Re- 
membrancer. So  thnt,  the  City  of  Lpn- 
don  is,  at  last,  resolved,  it  appears,  to 
shew,  that  the  blood  of  Englishmen  has 

not  quite  departed  from  their  veins * 

I  have  not  time,  or  room,  to  make  any  re« 
marks  npon  the  debates  at  the  Common 
Hnll;  nor  ia  it  necessary,  the  result  speaks 
better  than  any  thincr  else  could.  I  can- 
■ot,  however,  refrain  from  particularly 
noticing  a  abort  speech  of  Ma.  Shbrifv 
WooD»  upon  the  passing  of  the  vote  of 
thanks  to  him,*—-*"  He  declared  that  no* 
"  thing  coaki  be  more  gratifying  to  him 
"  than  the  vote  which  had  just  passed. 
*'  He  cnose  into  the  Corporation 'with  the 
"  expreas determination  of  doing  his  duty, 
"aikl  he  hoped  he  should  uniformly  act 
'^  up  to  this  determination.  Justice  to 
<*  himself,  however,  and  to  their  cause,  ro- 
«'  quired  that  he  should  exphiin  the  way 
f'  in  which  he  had  acted.  Some  persona 
''  had  found  it  convenient  for  themselves 
"  to  miftrepreeent  the  conduct  which  he 
"  either  had  pnrsoed,  or  might  be  sup« 
*'  posed  to  be  ready  to  pursue.  He  had 
<*  been  represented  as  ready,  on  the  ^nt 
"  favourable  opportunity,  to  rmh  into  tkc 
"preKiK€  qfhi9  9(wcrmgn,ttndio  ^fmit  hinu 
<«Th«a,  he  neeO  only  say,  was  never  in 
<<  bts  contam^latton.  While  the  Corpora- 
« tian  waa  at  the  P«liue»  ho  aM^^ased  thait 
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"  ht  did  particularly  request  of  the  Lord 
"  Mayor  to  urge  tbc  reception  of  the  Ad- 
*'  dress  of  the  Livery.  He  was  not  tlien, 
*'  however,  the  first  person.  Now  he  ob- 
"  served,  by  the  Resolution  of  the  present 
''  Meeting,  that  he  was  the  first  person, 
/'  and  he  assured  them  that  he  should  do 
"  every  thing  in  his  power  to  effect  the 
"  object  committed  to  his  care.  The 
<'  persons  who  had  so  misrepresented  liim 
"  were  conscious  qf  guilt  in  themsdvcr,. 
"  They  would  tell  you,  if  you  wished  for 
'*  redress  of  grievances,  that  you  insulted  his 
"  Majesty,  They  were  enemes  to  true  li' 
"  berty.  But  he  assured  the  Livery,  that 
«'  no  exertioh  on  his  part  should  be  want- 
**  ing,  notwithstanding  their  impediments, 

*'<o  reach  the  Royal  ear,*' It  is  truly 

heart-cheerine  to  hear  language  like  this 
applauded  in  that  place,  where  ror  so  many, 
many  yean,  nothing  met  with  applause 
but  the  basest  of  court-flattery,  the  vilest 
subserviency  to  every  succeeding  minister, 
be  his  principles,  or  his  n^easures,  what 
they  might.  What  a  change,  and  in  so 
short  a  space  of  time !  This  does  give  one 
some  hopes,  that  the  country,  in  the  hour 
of  her  trials  will  not  want  for  hearts  to  de- 
fend her. 

India. ^What!  an  open  rebellion  in 

that  country,  in  which  a  large  part  of  the 
«rmy  is  taking  a  share  !  Thus  says  the 
Morning  Chronicle  of  the  10th  instant : 
'"  We  understand  that  official  dis- 
"  patches  have  been  received,  both  by 
''  Government  and  by  the  Court  of  Di- 
*'  rectors/  dated  from  Ceylon,  in  the  end 
''  of  August,  and  from  the  Cape,  in  the 
".middle  of  October,  which  agree  in  an- 
^'  nouncing,  thai  the  whole  native  arrmf  en 
**  the  Madras  EstablishnwU,  was  in  a  state  of 
"  open  nmtiny  and  revolt.  The  mutineers 
''  had  taken  possession  qf  many  important 
"places,  among  which  Hyderabad  and 
'' Seringapatam  are  particularly  named. 
"  The  last-mentioned  place  was  their  prin- 
*'  cipal  station.^— Lord  Minto  had  arrived 
*'  at  Madras,  having  \eh  Calcutta,  to  re- 
<^  store  tranquillity  by  his  presence,  be- 
"  fore  matters  came  to  this  extremity. 
"  The  King's  troops,  to  the  amount  of 
*'  eleven  thousand  men,  had  taken  the 
^*  field  against  the  insurgents.  General 
''  MaitlaM  had  sent  a  strong  corps  from 
^  Ceylon  to  co-operate,  and  two  regiments 
V  had  already  left  the  Cape  for  tlie  same 

'''destination." ^TheSxATESMAN  thinks, 

that  this  is  the  most  antffid  event  that  has 
itiappened  since  the  mutiny  m  the  Jket. 
1  am  Very  far  indeed  from  entertaining 


aiiy  juch  opinion.  I  would  rather  bear 
of  all  India  being  wrested  from  us,  than 
hear     of   a    commotion    in    one    single 

county  of  Ireland. As  a  matter  of  cti- 

riosity  merely,  I  shall,  in  my  next,  en- 
deavour to  give  a  clear  analysis  of  the  ac* 
counts  that  have  come  to  hand  respectinr 
this  rebellion.— -In  ihe  meanwhile,  1 
beseech  my  readers  to  be  under  no  ap- 
prehension at  all  as  to  the  consequences 
that  it  may  produce  to  us,  the  people  of 
England. 

W*».  COBBETT. 
Botley,  UthJan,  I&IO, 

COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and.  Four- 
teenth Volumes  of  the  aboTe  Work,  com- 
prising the  Proceedings  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  during  the  last  Session,  are 
ready  for  delivery.  Complete  sets  fi-om 
the  Commencement  in  the  Year  1S03, 
may  still  be  had  of  the  Publishers. 


COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  History 

OF 

ENGLAND, 

Which  in  the  compass  of  Sixteen  Volames, 
royal  octavo,  will  contain  a  full  and 
accurate  Report  of  all  the  recorded 
Proceedings,  and  of  all  the  Speeches 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  from 
the  earliest  times,  to  the  Year  1803, 
when  the  publication  of  "  Cobbett^s 
Parliamentary  Debates"  commenced. 

The  numerous  Subscribers  to  the  above 
Work  are  respectfully  informed,  that  the 
Sixth  Volume,  embracing  the  period 
from  the  Accession  of  Queen  Anne,  in 
1702,  to  the  Accession  of  King  Geor^ 
theFirst,  in  1714,  will  be  published  m 
March  next. 


CATHOUC  CLAIMS. 

Sir  ; — In  your  last  Number  you  tell  vUS 
that  you  will  not  publish  any  long  letters 
whicn  you  may  receive  upon  the  Cathnlic 
Claims.  I  conclude,  from  your  expretsioD, 
that  you  do  not  object  to  publish  short 
ones,  and  such  as  do  not  #T«r-lay  their  fob* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iSl 


JANUARY  13.  iSia-^OuAottrOattM. 


(M 


ject  From  that  Nomber  1  learn,  what  I 
fboald  not  otherwise  haye  suspected,  that 
tbere  are  still  persons  weak  eaoagh  to 
imagine  that  the  King  is  precluded,  by 
bb  oath,  from  assenting  to  the  admission 
of  Catholics  into  parliament.  To  such 
persons,  give  me  leave  to  say,  in  addition 
to  yoar  own  forcible  arguments  on  the 
sabject,  that  the  King  has  already,  by  an- 
ticipation,  proclaimed  to  the  nation  his 
absent  u>  ihe  measure.  For  what  other 
meaning  but  this  can  be  affixed  to  the  4th 
Artjc/e  of  the  Legislative  Union  with  Ire- 
iand,  solemnly  sanctioned  by  his  Majesty  ? 
The  words  of  the  Act  are^  "  The  members 
"  of  the  United  Parliament  shall  take  and 
"sab^cribe  the  usual  oaths  and  decla- 
"  rations  vntil  the  said  Parliament  shall 
"  ^durwise  provide."  Why  did  not  those 
who  are  said  to  have  suggested  scruples  to 
the  King  about  the  abrogation  of  those 
oaths,  tell  him,  io  the  first  instance :  Your 
Majesty's  conscience  and  honour  do  not 
permit  yon  to  sanction  this  Article,  be- 
cause yon,  and,  of  course,  parliament, 
never  can  provide  for  the  alteration  of 
those  tests  ?  But,  Sir«  it  was  necessary,  at 
the  time  of  the  Union,  that  his  Majesty 
ibould  appear  to  confirm  those  promises 
which  his  ministers  so  repeatedly  and 
earnestly  made  to  Catholics  concerning 
the  loosing  of  their  chains  as  an  induce- 
ment to  them  to  concur  in  the  measure. 
And  it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  the  re- 
peated breaches  of  faith,  in  their  regard, 
nave  contributed  more  to  their  disconteiit 
than  their  actual  disabilities  and  sufferings. 
— It  appears.  Sir,  from  one  of  your  former 
Registers,  that  you,  no  less  than  the  pub- 
He  at  large,  imagine  that  Catholic  soldiers 
and  railors  are  tinder  no  persecution  or 
restraint  in  the  article  of  religion.  This 
is  feir  from  being  the  case,  as  the  ease 
which  they  enjoy,  or  the  restraint  which 
they  gaffer  in  this  respect,  depends  upon 
the  character  or  caprice  of  their  Com- 
manding Officers,  and  the  varying  temper 
of  the  War-office.  Commanding  Officers 
of  an  intolerant  or  churlish  disposition,  in 
refosinff  soldiers  permission  to  attend  their 
own  place  of  worship,  and  in  obliging 
them  to  attend  Another,  contraiy  to  their 
consciences,  shelter  themselves  under  the 
Srrt  Article  of  War,  which  requires  all 
Ittlitary  men  to  "  attend  Divine  Worship 
•  at  the  place  appointed  fi>r  this  pur{>08e/' 
Such  is  the  case  even  in  Ireland,  where, 
by  the  Act  of  1793,  Catholic  soldiers  are 
cxprettly  allowed  the  exercise  of  their 
tf  ligioOt     In  every  other  part  of  the  Bri- 


tish empire  they  are,  and  they  generally 
feel  that  they  are,  out  of  the  protection  of 
the  law  in  thid  respect.  I  can  confirm 
this  from  my  own  certain  knowledge :  for« 
having  sent  up  a  petition  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  on  behalf  of  the  Catholic 
soldiers,  then  in  garrison  at  Winchester, 
praying  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  at- 
tend their  own  place  of  worship  on  Son- 
days,  when  not  upon  mtliury  doty ;  his 
Royal  Highness  returned  me  for  answer, 
through  a  liberal  Secretary  at  War,  well 
known  to  you,  Sir,  and  to  me,  that  he  was 
«'  not  authorized  by  law  to  grant  the  peti- 
"  tion."  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  it 
was  more  to  relieve  tht;  consciences  and 
to  conciliate  the  affeciions  of  200,000 
brave  fellows  who  are  fighting  the  battles 
of  this  couutry,  by  sea  and  land,  than  to 
obtain  commissions  for  two  score  of  gen- 
tlemen, tha't  Lord  Howick  brought  in  his 
memorable  bill,  which  was  attended  with 
such  important  consequences.  You  have 
painted,  with  your  usual  glowof  colouring, 
the  consequences  of  an  invasion  of  Ireland 
at  the  present  time;  but  you  have  not 
taken  into  consideration  the  effect  of  those 
placards  of  Liberty  of  Conscience  with 
which  the  invading  general  would  as  cer- 
tainly be  furnished  as  with  powder  and 
ball,  or  the  feelings  in  your  navy  and 
army  which  would  be  the  too  probablor 
consequence  of  a  slight  impression  upon 
Ireland. — Will  it  be  believea,  Sir,  thai  the 
spirit  of  No  Popery  has  followed  the  Ca- 
tholic soldiery  into  the  heart  of  Portugal 
and  Spain  ?  Whilst  the  troops  (oiie  rail 
half  of  whom  were  Irish  Catholics)  re- 
mained in  the  neiffhbourfaood  of  Lisbon, 
they  were  not  molested  on  the  s^re  of 
religion,  and  half  a  dozen  English  or  Irish 
priests,  who  ventured  their  lives  in  the 
charitable  employment,  were  allowed  to 
attend  the  sick  in  the  hospitals  and  con- 
vents of  that  city.  But  the  case  was  odier- 
wise  when  orders  were  issued  to  march 
forward  into  the  country  and  into  Spain* 
The  presidents  of  the  English  and  Irish 
colleges  of  Lisbon,  Messrs.  Buckley  and 
Crotty,  presented  a  petition  to  Sir  John 
Moore,  requesting  that  the  above-men- 
tioned priests  (all  of  whom  are  now  in 
England  to  verify  the  fiicts)  might  be  per- 
mitted to  attend  those  of  their  own  reli- 
gion, particularly  the  sick  and  wounds  ; 
asking  for  no  allowance  ibr  them,  hot 
common  rations ;  and,  to  remove  all  jea- 
lously on  the  part  of  the  dean,  so  called, 
and  the  chaplains,  whom  the  ministry  sent 
out  in  greater  numbers  than  heretofore  to 
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eotmtertct  the  Popish  infection  of  the 
country^  offering  that  they  should  attend 
the  army  in  the  capacity  of  interpreters. 
In  fact,  what  services  might  not  these 
priests  have  rendered  to  the  common 
cause !  To  be  brief;  Sir  John  Moore,  on 
his  part,  expressed  the  highest  admiration 
of  ihe  heroism  of  these  good  men,  and  his 
sense  of  the  important  benefits  to  be  ex- 
pected from  them  ;  but  he  said,  his  hands 
were  tied  op,  and  that  he  could  not  accept 
of  the  proposal  without  the  consent  of  his 
sUff  and  of  the  chaplains.  Their  voices 
were  understood  to  be  all  averse  to  the 
measure,  except  that  of  General  Stewart ; 
and  the  fact,  of  course,  became  known, 
not  only  to  the  Irish  Catholics,  but  also 
to  the  Portuguese  and  Spaniards.  I  must 
not  forget  a  fact  mentioned  by  one  of  the 
chaplains,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ormsby,  in  his  late 
publication,  that  the  conduct  of  a  great 
part  of  our  army  in  Spain  was  such  as  *'  to 
''  confirm  the  inhabitants  in  their  absurd 
^  notion,  that  the  English  are  not  Chris- 
•*  tians/'  Can  we  be  ^rprized,  after  this, 
at  (he  coolness,  or  rather  the  aversion,  of 
•or  allies  in  re^rd  to  onr  troops }  The 
fact  is,  these  religions  or  bigotted  people, 
call  them  which  you  please,  considered  it 
as  only  a  choice  of  evils  between  receiv- 
ing the  English  and  the  French  amongst 
them. — The  emancipation.  Sir,  must  come 
very  soon:  God  grant  it  may  not  come  too 
lau !  Whenever  it  doea  take  place,  let 
the  promoters  of  it  refrain  from  those  use- 
less teaming  measures,  the  mixed  produce 
«f  bigotry  and  liberality,  which  will  have 
no  other  eiect  than  to  maka  Ihe  Irish 
hesitate  about  a  choice  of  evils  between 
No  Popery  and  the  Talents,  and  to  render 
Iheir  discoafeent  greater  than  ever. 
W.Jai^2.  Yonr^^J.  M. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

American  Dispute. — Corrapondencc,  be- 
twem  Mr.  R.  Smith,  the  Jknerican  Secre- 
$aty  <f  Siatc,  and  Ma.  F.  J.  Jackson, 
4h€  J^iM  Ewqy. 

»E.  SMITH  TO  MB.  /ACKSON* 

(Continued  from  p.  S2,J 

la.  an^  thing  more  common  in  public 
negotiations  tha^  to  begin  with  a  higher 
demand,  and,  that  failing,  to  descend  to  a 
k»wer  i  To  have,  if  not  two  sets  of  instruc- 
tions,  two,  or  more  than  two  grades  of  pro* 
positions  in  the  same  set  of  instructions,  to 
begin  with  what  is  the  most  desirable,  and 
W  ei^  with  what  ia  found  to  be  admissible 


in  case  the  m<ire  denriible  should  hot  be 
attainable.  This  most  be  obvious  to  ever? 
understamlin|p,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  eoi- 
versal  expenence. — What  were  the  real 
and  entire  instructions  given  to  your  pre* 
decessor  is  a  question  essentially  between 
him  and  his  G<>vernment.  That  he  hsd, 
or,  at  least,  that  he  believed  he  bad 
sufficient  authority  to  conclude  the  ar- 
rangement, his  formal  assurances,  during 
our  discussions,  were  such  as  to  leste  oo 
room  for  doubt.  His  subsequent  letter  of 
the  15th  June  renewing  his  assurance  to 
roe,  *'  that  the  terms  of  the  agreement  to 
"  happily  concluded  by  the  recent  nego- 
"  tiatton  will  be  stricMy  fulfilled  on  the 
"  part  of  his  Majesty,"  is  an  evident  indi- 
cation of  what  bis  persuasion  then  was  ai 
to  hrs  instructions.  And  with  a  fiew  lo 
show  what  his  impressions  have  been  even 
since  the  disavowal,!  must  Uke  the  liberty 
of  referring  you  to  the  annexed  extracts 
(see  c)  from  bis  official  letters  of  the  Slit 
July  and  of  the  1 4th  of  August— The  de- 
claration "  that  the  dispatch  from  Mr.Can- 
•'  ning  to  Mr.  Erskine,  of  the  23rd  January, 
'*  is  the  only  dispatch  by  which  the  con- 
"  ditions  were  prescribed  to  Mr.  Erskins 
'•  for  the  conclusion  of  an  arrangement  on 
"  the  matter  to  which  it  relates,"  is  nov, 
for  the  first  time,  made  to  this  Govern- 
ment And  I  need  hardly  add,  that  if  tw 
dispatch  had  been  communicated  at  the 
time  of  the  arrangement,  or  if  it  had  been 
known  that  the  propositions  contained  m 
it,  and  which  were  at  first  presented  ^ 
Mr.  £rskine,  were  the  only  ones  on  wbica 
he  was  authorised  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment, the  arrangement  would  ."*^^"*^* 
been  made. — As  you  have  disclaimed  any 
authority  to  ofier  explanations  for  the  d^ 
avowal,  as  you  have  been  willing  to  ■•^JJv 
the  want  of  such  authority  to  the  con«Ide^ 
ation  that  other  channels  had  *>*^  P'^J 
ferred,  and  as  you  have  even  considered 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  tj^ 
rangement  took  place  to  be  such  m  coow 
only  lead  to  a  disavowal,  and  therefore  •• 
superseding  the  necessity  of  any  •^P  il*I 
tion  whatever,  it  ia  to  be  ^V^^^'^ 
you  had  not  deemed  it  proper  to  rcnd» 
precise  and  explicit,  that  part  of  7^'^jl 
ter  which  seems  to  imply  that  you  bad  m 
OUT  conversations,  in  refatloo  to  ^^Jf^f 
of  the  Chesa|)eake,  following  the  «wrdt " 
your  instructions,  held  out  not  J^V^^ 
manner  in  which  the  reparation  wd  w^J 
accepted,  but  even  tlie  form  in  ^^^°V^ 
been  tendered,  as  warranting  bi»  *^|S, 
ia  evea  retracting  the  oflfer  of  reftwoo* 
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ibA  fthftt-  yoa  kad  ^ocidaUil  the  obtenrm- 
umhj  %  reference  to  the  pardcolar  ex- 
pffMignt,  which,  at  all  eveota^  put  it  %o- 
ttUy  oot  of  his  pofwer  to  oonfirm  any  act 
containing  thein. — Whateter  may  have 
have  been  your  intention  in  this  part  of 
•ar  cfHiversation,  or  whatever  may  be  the 
iiaport  of  the  passage  to  which  I  have  just 
alluded,  I  have  now  the  honour  of  signify- 
ing to  yon,  that  I  am  authorised  to  receive 
in  a  proper  form  whatever  cjxpHcit  expla- 
nations you  may  chuse  to  make  with  re- 
spect to  the  grounds  of  this  part  of  the  dis- 
avowal; and  without  inquiring  whether 
yonr  authority  be  derived  from  instroc* 
tlons  that  have  been  addresed  to  yourself, 
or  that  have  devolved  on  you  as  the  sue* 
cesser  of  the  Minister  who  bad  declined  to 
execute  them.— (As  you  have,  at  the  same 
time,  been  pleased  to  say,  that  his  Britannic 
Majesty  had  authorized  you  to  renew  the 
ofier  of  saiisfaction  which  Mr.  Erskine  was 
instructed  to  naake,  it  was  also  natorally 
expected  that  you  would  in  your  letter 
have  slated  with  precision  in  what  that  offer 
dificred  from  the  reparation  solepinly  ten- 
dered by  Mr.  Erskine,  and  accepted  by 
the  United  States,  and  that  you  would 
hare  shewn  in  what  the  reparation  thus 
tendered  di^red  Irom  his  instructions. 
And  when  I  had  the  honour  to  intimate 
that  order  to  avoid  the  misconceptions  in 
cident  to  oral  proceedings,  it  was  thought 
expedient  thatowr  further  discussion  on 
the  present  occasion  should  be,  in  the 
mitten  form,  there  was  no  part  of  the  snb- 
jeet  to  which  that  intimation  applied  with 
more  force  than  the  case  of  the  Chesa* 
peake ;  none  of  which  it  was  more  desira- 
ble to  avoid  misconceptions,  and  obtain  a 
precise  knowledge  of  the  propositions 
which  you  were  authorised  to  make,  not 
only  becaiise  I  did  not  really  under«tand 
the  particulars  of  tbt  ofier  as  distinctly  as 
you  seem  to  have  supposed,  but  also  be- 
cause, oo  that  point,  and  on  that  alone, 
you  had  expr^sly  stated  that  you  had 
propositions  to  make,  and  that  you  were 
aothpriied  to  carry  them  into  immediate 
execution^ — rOn  the  subject  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  the  President  perceives  with 
sentinaents  of  deep  regret,  that  your  in- 
structions contemplate  neither  an  explana- 
tion of  the  refusal  ofyour  Government  to 
fiiifil  the  arran;sre.uient  of  that  branch  of 
the- existing  differences,  nor  the  substitu- 
tion of  any  other  plan  of  adjustment,  nor 
any  authority  to  conclude  any  agreement 
on  that  subject;  but  merely  to  receive 
and  dtscnss  proposals  that  might  be  made 


to  yon  OB  the  part  of  tlM  Uatted  Stateai 
and  these  it  tppeart  must  include  a  stipu- 
lation on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
relinquish  the  trade  with  the  eneniea 
Colonies,  even  in  branches  not  hitherto 
interrupted  by  British  Orders  lor  capture ; 
and  also  a  sanction  to  the  enforcing  of  an 
Act  of  Congreu  by  the  British  Navy.— 
Were  the  way  properly  opened  for  fermal 
propositions  from  this  Government,  a 
known  determination  an  the  part  of  his 
Britaimic  Majesty  to  adhere  to  such  extra« 
ordinary  pretonsiond,  would  preclude  the 
hope  of  success  in  such  advances,  whether 
regard  he  bad  to  the  conditions  themselves, 
or  to  the  disposition  they  indicate,  in  re-, 
torn  for  the  conciliatory  temper  which 
has  been  evinced  by  the  United  States. — 
As  to  the  demand  in  relation  to  the  colo- 
nial trade,  it  has  been  the  less  apprehend- 
ed, as  it  is  not  in  itself  connected,  nor  has 
it  ever  before  been  brought  into  connec- 
tion, either  with  the  case  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  or  with  that  of  the  Chesapeake* 
And  it  was  reasonably  to  be  presumed,  if 
the  idea  of  such  a  condition  had  in  the  first 
instance  proceeded  from  the  erroneous  be^ 
lief  that  it  was  not  olyectionable  to  th^ 
United  States,  that  it  would  not  have  been 
persisted  in  after  that  error  had  been 
ascertained  and  acknowledged.^^The  other 
demand  could  still  less  have  been  appre* 
bended.  Besides  the  inevitable  and  in* 
calculable  abuses  incident  to  such  a  license 
to  foreign  cruizers,  the  stipulation  would 
touch  one  of  those  vital  principles  of  sove-» 
reignty  which  no  nation  ought  to  have  been 
expected  to  impair.  For  where  would  be 
the  difference  in  principle  between  autho- 
rising a'  Foreign  Government  to  execute^ 
and  authorising  it  to  make  laws  for  us }. 
Nor  ought  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  sanc- 
tions and  precautions  of  a  law  of  the  United 
States  in  the  cases  of  the  prohibited  trade 
in  question,  would  prove  inefficacious  for 
its  purposes. — Hod  none  of  these  obstacles 
presented  tbeipselves  to  the  course  corres* 
ponding  with  the  sentiments  an<l  disposi* 
tions  of  the  President,  I  should  have  fell 
great  pleasure  in  giving  you  formal  as* 
suranres  of  bis  readiness  to  execute  the 
conditional  authority  with  which  he  is  in« 
vested,  for  restoring  in  its  full  extent,  a§ 
far  as  it  may  depend  on  the  United  States, 
the  commercial  intercourse  of  the  two 
countries,  and  that  be  would  moreover  be 
disposed  to  extend  the  experiment  of  a 
iriendly  negotiation  to  every  point  of  dis«> 
ference  and  of  mutual  interest  between 
them.    If  indeed,  in  the  event  of,  a  sqcocast 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S9] 


POLITICAL  REGlSTER.—C?^fcMi/  iV^. 


[CO 


ful  termination  of  what  relates  to  the  case 
of  the  Chesapeake,  it  be  thought  that  a 
removal  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  the 
Orders  in  Council  might  be  facilitated  by 
comprehending  them  in  a  general  negotia- 
tion, and  the  operation  of  thw  Orders  can 
in  the  mean  time  be  suspended,  the  door 
might  be  considered  as  immediately  open 
to  that  course  of  proc^in^. — ^To  such  a 
suspension  no  reasooable  objection  can  be 
made,  if,  as  you  have  stated,  the  Orders  in 
Council,  as  now  modified,  leave  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  nearly  as  great  as  it 
would  be  without  the  existence  of  such 
Orders,  so  long  as  France  and  the  other 
Powers  shall  continue  their  Decrees,  and 
inasmuch  a^  a  discontinuance  of  their  De- 
cress  by  those  Powers  confessedly  requires 
an  immediate  and  intire  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council.— That  a  su8[)ension  of 
the  Orders,  with  a  view  to  their  being 

^  brought  into  a  general  negotiation,  is  more 
reasonable  than  a  temporary  submission  to 
their  authority  by  the  United  States  with 
that  vieWf  is  obvious  from  the  reflection 
that  such  a  submission  would  necessarily 
involve  a  relinquishment  of  the  principle 
which  they  have  stedfastly  asserted,  where- 
as a  discontinuance  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, in  th^  present  actual  state  of  things, 
would  not  be  incompatible  with  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  were  originally 
founded.— This  principle  was,  as  you  well 

,  know,  the  necessi ty  of  retaliat i  ng,  through 
neutrals,  injuries  receiv(*d  through  a  viola- 
tion of  their  rights  by  another  Bellige- 
rent. In  the  actual  state  of  things,  and 
under  the  actual  modification  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  produced  by  it,  it  U  admitted 
by  you,  that  the  Orders  have  no  practical 
efiect  in  abridging  the  commerce  of  neu- 
.trals,  and  can,  of  course,  have  no  retaliat- 
ing effect  on  the  other  Belligerents. — Al- 
though it  cannot  be  allowed  to  be  true 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  are  no  longer 
'injurious  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  certainly  true  that  they  pro- 
duce no  degree  of  injury  to  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain  that  can  countenance  the 
retaliating  plea  alledged  in  support  of 
them. — What,  permit  me  to  ask,  is  the 
degree  of  injury  actually  accruing  to  the 
•nemies  of  Great  Britain  from  her  retaliat- 
ing Orders  ?  According  to  those  Orders, 
as  now  modified,  and  more  especially  tak- 
ing into  view  along  with  them  the  prohi- 
bitory law  of  this  country  in  relation  to 
France,  the  essential  diSerence  between 
their  repeal  and  their  existence  consists 
in  tilis— that  in  tbo  case  of  their  repeal,  as 


pledged  by  the  arrangement  of  April,  the 
trade  of  the  United  States  might  be  carried 
on  directly  with  the  ports  of  Holland, 
whilst  during  their  existence,  as  at  present, 
it  is  to  be  carriethon  through  the  contigu- 
ous and  neighbouring  ports.  To  your 
own  calculations,  Sir,  I  submit,  whether 
the  inconsiderable  effect  of  this  circuit  on 
the  prices  in  Holland,  and  in  the  countries 
supplied  through  her,  can  any  longer  sus- 
tain the  plea  of  inflictini^  distress  on  ^n 
enemy,  or'palliate  the  injuries  done  to  a 
friend  by  a  proceeding  so  contrary  to  bis 
sentiments  of  justice,  and  which  subject 
his  regular  commerce  not  only  to  incon- 
venient channels,  but  to  all  the  abuses 
which  may  result  from  the  suspicions,  real 
or  pretended,  of  interested  cruizers.  You 
cannot  but  be  sensible,  that  a  perseverance 
under  such  circumstances  in  a  system 
which  cannot  longer  be  explained  by  its 
avowed  object,  would  force  an  explanation 
by  sotne  object  not  avowed.  What  object 
might  be  considered  as  best  explaining  it, 
is  an  inquiry  into  which  I  do  not  permit 
myself  to  enter,  further  than  to  remark, 
that  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  it 
must  be  an  illegitimate  object.— It  remains 
to  make  a  few  observations  which  are  due 
to  the  ^just  interests  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  are  invited  by  yours  relating 
to  the  Orders  in  Council  of  May  tast.-^ 
You  seem  to  consider  that  measure  as  com- 
prising the  utmost  precaution  that  was 
in  the  power  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  to 
take,  for  preventing  losses,  from  bis  dis- 
.  avowal  ^  the  engagement  of  your  prede- 
cessor, to  citiz«ns  of  the  United  States, 
who  had  resumed  their  commercial  purr 
suits  on  the  faith  of  that  act. — Without 
entering  into  a  full  view  of  the  inadequacy 
of  the  Order  in  that  respect,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  pointing  out  the  following  in- 
stances in  which  it  falls  essentially  short 
of  it  declared  intention. —  1.  The  Order 
does  not  provide  for  the  important  case  of 
vessels  returning  with  cargoes  from  the 
ports  of  Holland. — 2.  The  exemption  from 
interruption  of  vessels  bound  from  the 
United  States  to  Flolland  was  restricted  by 
that  Order  to  such  as  should  have  departed 
prior  to  the  20th  of  July,  at  which  date  it 
is  not  certain  that  the  Order,  which  was 
not  officially  communicated  until  the  3l8t 
of  that  month,  had  even  reached  any  one 
point  of  the  United  States.  So  that  some 
vessels  may  have  sailed  between  the  limited 
date  and  the  arrival  of  the  Order  in  the 
United  States,  and  many  from  distaat 
ports  must  hate  done  so  after  its  arrivals 
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bat  before  a  knowledge  of  it  had  hecome 
geoeral;  all  pro«eeding  on  the  faith  of  the 
arraogement,  yet  all  left  by  the  Order  ex- 
posed to  caplnre  and  condcmuation. — 3. 
The  Order  does  not  provide  for  the  im- 
portant case  of  vessels  which  had  sailed 
on  the  like  faith  fur  Dutch  ports  other  than 
those  of  Holland.— 4.  It  does  not  include 
in  its  provisions  the  extensive  list  of  ves- 
sels going  indirectly  from  the  United  States, 
bxit  diT«ct\y  from  foreign  ports  to  those  of 
Holland,  nor  vessels  trading  entirely  from 
ibreign  ports  to  Holland  ;  nhd  in  both 
tbese  instances  proceeding  on  the  faith  of 
the  arrangenient  professed  to  be  respected 
within  the  defined  period.— It  is  true,  in 
these  last  instances  the  vessels  were  not  to 
be  captured  without  an  attempt,  after  con- 
trary warning,  to  proceed  to  those  ports. 
Bat  I  need  not  remind  you  that  the  inju- 
ries incident  to  the  delay  and  to  the  break- 
ing up  of  luch  voyages  cannot  bat  have 
been  considerable,  and  will  have  resulted  as 
manifestly  from  the  disappointed  faith  in 
the  arrangement,  as  in  the  cases  specially 
provided  for,  and  consequc;itly  with  all 
other  losses  fairly  resulting  from  the  same 
bona  fide  confidence  in  that  act,  they  will 
fail  within  the  just  indenWiification  for 
which  the  principle,  assumed  in*  the  Or- 
der, is  a  formal  pledge. — I  conclude,  Sir, 
with  pressing  upon  your  candid  attention, 
ibat  the  least  which  the  President  could 
hare  looked  for  in  c  nsequence  of  the 
disavowal  of  a  trartsaciion  such  as  was 
eoncloded  by  your  predecessor,  and  car- 
ried faithfully  into  effect  by  this  Govern- 
ment, was  an  c3tplanation  from  yours  of 
the  disavowal,  not  through  the  Minister 
disavowed,  but  through  his  successor — an 
explanation  founded  on  reasoi!i8  strong  and 
•olid  in  themselves,  and  presented,  neither 
verbally,  nor  vaguely,  but  in  a  form  com- 
porting with  the  occasion,  and  with  the 
respect  due  to  the  character  and  to  the 
good  6irh  of  the  disappointed  ^artj  ;  that 
it  has  been  found  with  much  concern  and  - 
with  not  less  surprise,  that  you  are  charg- 
ed with  no  such  explanations ;  that  you 
hare  apparently  wished  to  bring  the  sub- 
jects which  have  been  formally  and  defi- 
nitively arranged  into  fresh  negociationa, 
as  if  no  such  arrangement  had  taken  place  ; 
that  one  of  the  cases  thus  slighted,  viz. 
that  of  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  is  a  case 
for  which  reparation,  not  denied  to  be  due, 
had  been  previously  so  long  withheld,  or 
nther  in  which  the  aggression'  itself  has 
beed  spun  out  to  the  present  moment^  by 
Ae  coatinoed  detention  of  the  mariners. 
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whose  seizure  making  a  partof  theorifinal 
hostility  committed  against  the  Amiricaa 
frigate,  must  be  regarded  in  a  ligkt  mi* 
logons  to  a  continued  detention  of  tiM  Aip 
itself;  that  in  the  other  case,  viz.  that  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  you  are  not  autho- 
rized  to  tender  explanations  for  the  dis- 
avowal, or  to  propose  any  new  arrange* 
ment,  nor  to  conclude  any  agreement,  but 
solely  to  receive  and  discuss  propositions 
which  might  be  made  to  you,  not  conceal- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  that,  to  be  satisfac- 
tory, they  must  include  two  conditions, 
both  inadmissible — one  altogether  irrele- 
vant to  the  subject,  and  the  otner  requiring 
nothing  less  than  a  surrender  of  an  un- 
alienable function  of  the  national  sove- 
reignty.— Notwithstanding  these  repulsive 
considerations,  such  is  the  disposition  of 
the  President  to  facilitate  a  final  and  com- 
prehensive accommodation  between  the 
two  nations,  that  he  is  ready,  as  I  have 
already  had  the  honour  of  signifying  to 
you,  to  favour  any  mode  of  bringing 
about  so  happy  an  event  that  may  h%. 
found  consistent  with  the.  honour  and  the 
essential. interest  of  the  United  States. 


NOTES  REFERRED  TO  IN  ^R.  SMlTfl's  SECONB- 
LETTER  TO  MR.  JACKSON, 

(A.) 

Extract  of  a  Letter  J)  vrn  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr, 
Canning f  doled  London,  Oct,  10,  1808.. 

At  our  first  intei-view  (on  the  20th' 
June)  verbal  communication  was  not  dis- 
countenanced, but  commended  ;  for,  after' 
I  had  made  myself  understood  as  to  the 
purpose  for  which  the  interview  had  beeir 
requested,  you  asked  me  if  I  thought  of 
taking  a  more  formal  coarse  ;  but  imme- 
diately added,  that  you  presumed  I  did' 
not»  for  that  the  course  I  had  adopted  was 
well  suited  to  the  occasion.  My  reply 
was  in  substance,  that  the  freedom  of  con- 
versation was  better  adapted  to  our  sub- 
ject, and  more  likely  to  conduct  us  to  an 
advantageous  conclusion*  than  the -con- 
straint and  formality  of  written  intercourse, 
and  that  I  had  not  intended  to  present  H 
note.  At  the  secpnd  interview  (on  tfa« 
22nd  July)  it  did  not  occur  to  pie  thftT  I 
had  any  reason  to  conclude,  nd  cerfaMr 
I  did  not  conchidse>  that  rerbtl  coiMncun- 
cation  had  not  continued  to  bt  acctptihli 
as  a  preparatory  coont»  and  it  wit  not 
until  the  third  interview  («n  the  39th  fnly) 
that  it  was  rejected  tf|  pidiBisfible* 
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(B.) 


']^r0m*Mk.  Goowi^  to  Mir.  Prntmey^  damd 

t  ;'       N<membcr22,  180«, 

It  if  hiffbl;^  probable  that  I  did  not  Tat 
]fou  say  I  did  not)  assign  to  you  as  the 
motive  of  the  with  which  I  then  expressed^ 
my  persuasion,  that  wriMen  communica- 
tions are  less  liable  to  mistake  than  verbal 
ones ;  because  that  consideration  is  suffi- 
ciently obvious,  and  because  the  whole 
course  and  practice  of  office  i$,  in  that  re- 
spect, so  established  and  invariable,  that  I 
really  could  not  have  supposed  the  assign- 
ment of  any  specific  motive  to  be  neces- 
sary to  account  for  my  requiring  a  written 
statement  of  your  proposals,  previous  to 
my  returning  an  official  answer  to  th^m. — 
I  had  taken  for  granted  all  along,  that 
such  would,  and  such  most,  bo  the  ulti- 
mate proceeding  on  your  part,  however 
you  mi^ht  wish  to  prepare  the  way  for  it 
by  preliminary  conversations. 

(c.) 
Extract  qfa  Lett&Jhm  Mr.  Enkme  to  Xtt.' 

Smith,  dated  IVaskington,  Jttff  SI,  1B09. 

Neither  the  present  time  nor  the  oett^ 
sion  will  afiurd  me  a  favourable  opportu- 
nity for  explain ii4g  to  you  the  grounds 
smd  reasons  upon  which  I  conceivS  I  had 
conformed  to  his  Majesty's  wishes;  and 
to  the  spirit,  at  least,  of  my  instructions 
up6n  that  subject;  nor  indeed  would  any 
vindication  of  my  conduct  ^whatever  1 
may  have  to  oflkr)  be  of  any  importance, 
further,  thaA  as  it  might  tend  to  shew  that 
no  uitentioii  existed  on  my  part  to  practise- 
any  deception  towards  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

I^m^  tk^  Same  to  the  Stnhe,  dated  Aug.  14^ 

Under  these  circumstances,  therefore, 
finding  that  I  could  not  obtain  the  recog- 
nitions specified  in  Mr.  Canning's  dspatcli 
of  the  23rd  of  January  (whicii  formed  but 
one  part  of  his  instructions  to  me),  in  Xh* 
formal  manner  required,  I  con^idL'n-d  tha> 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  lay  before  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  the  di^patcii 
in  question,  which  I  was  at  libt  rty  lu  h^ve 
done  M  extemo,  had  I  thought  proper  But 
as'I  had  such  strong  ((rounds  for  believing 
that  the  obsject  of  his  Majesty's  G<nrern- 
meat  could  be  attained,  though  in  a  dif- 
ferentmanner,  and  the  spirit,  at  least,  of 
nj  several  Utters  of  instruction  be  fuUy 


complied  with,  I  felt  a  thorough  convic- 
tion upon  my  mind,  that  I  should  be  act- 
ing in  conformity  with  his  Majesty's 
wishes,  and  accordingly  concluded  the 
late  provisional  agreement  on  his  Majesty's 
behalf  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.— -The  disavowal  by  his  Majesty  is 
a  painful  proof  to  me  that  1  had  furtueH 
an  erroneous  judgment  of  his  Majesty's 
views  and  the  intention  of  my  instructions; 
and  I  have  most  severely  to  lament  tliat 
an  act  of  mine  (though  unjnteiitionaUy) 
should  produce  any  enibarras^tneiit  in  the 
relations  between  the  two  countries. 

Ma.   JACRSON  TO  MX.  SMrTH. 

Washington,  October  23,  1 S09. 
Sir;  The  letter,  Hh'ch  you  did  me  the 
honour  to  address  to  ute  on  the  IQrh  in* 
Stan!,  was  delivered  ^  me  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  I  shall  wUhoat  loss  ^f  time, 
transmit  it  to  my  Coort,  where  the  various 
and  important  considerations  which  it 
embraces  will  receive  the  attention  doe  to 
tBem.  In  the  interval,  I  ^voiild  beg  leave  to 
submit  t^on  the  MIowing  obterradoos, 
as  tiie/  anae  out  of  the  communications 
thai  have  ^ready  occurred  between  us. — 
In  folfilling  a  duty  which  I  conceive  to  be 
due  to  nv  public  character,  I  have  never 
suggested,  nor  mean  to  suggest,  that  the 
nioae  of  negociating  prescufibed  by  yon, 
on  this  particular  occasifm»  an  occasion  se- 
lected for  the  purpose  of  remoy  ing  exist- 
ing difierisnces,  was  otherwise  objection- 
able, than  as  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  less 
calculated,  than  it  does  to  you,  to  an^iwer 
the  professed j)urpo9e  of  opr  negociation. 
— ^It  was  against  the  geneial  principle  of 
debarring  a  Foreign  Minister,  in  the  short 
space  of  one  week  after  his  arrival,  and 
without  any  previous  misui^derstanaiog 
with  him,  from  all  peisonal  intercounrse, 
that  I  thousht  it  right  to  protest.  Since, 
however,  I  Hnd  by  your  leter,  that  it  is 
not  intended  to  apply  that  principle  to 
me,  1  will  only  observe,  that  in  the  case 
which  you  mention  to  have  octurred  bc- 
uveen  Mr.  Canning,  and  Mr.  Pinkney, 
I  he  conferences  were  held,  un^ltr  an  ex- 
pectation, at  least,  on  (he  pari  of  the  for- 
mer, of  their  leading  to  a  written  <  omniu- 
nication;  whervas,  in  ours,  I,  from  the 
beginning,  stated  ihat  I  bad  no  such  com- 
munication to  make. 

(To  be  continued. J 
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Yowc :  Night  TboogfaU :  The  Compbiot. 


«S] 


[60 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

LopD  Castlsreagh. ^This  "Lord  is, 

U  Wfdd  seem  from  the  public  prints, 
makiiji,  or  somebody  for  bim, ,  great  «f- 
ftm  to  pnt  himself  forward  again,  and 
maio  establish  some  claim  to  compara- 
ti?e  diiioterestedness.  Nay,  a  corres- 
PtpdoU  tells  me,  that  he  is  not  without 
msbiMs,  that  we  may  "  y-et  see  Castle- 
"  Mtyia  patriot,^'  as  be  seems  so  anxious 
to^i^liim  all  share  in  the  pocketing  of 
poMkpoDey.— If  one  may  judge  from 
(|)£.J)UUEaa£e  of  the  partizans  of  the  minis- 
ty»"  M|pL#»  ia»»Qti<nt  to  Ihe 

fiwlntlh^  Tiii)  riiiiii  ( lliiiii ;  for,  at  the 
^mmt  Mbetino,  the  whole  of  the 
PtoqMuogs  at  which  the  reader  will  find 
^dm,  .asd  find,  well  worth  his  reading  ; 
St  dii  Meeiiog,  the  partizans  of  the  minis- 
try^eMt^oded,  that  ;they  were  not  to  be 
haMfLfo:  ibe  scandalous  bickerings  and 
^laniBagSy  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
c^Mi  seeing  that  the'  wranglers  were 
unr  Of^;  and,  one  of  the  speakers  thcfnked 

Go^  Itet  they  txre  out, It  is  not, 

dlfWBse^  impossible,  that  my  Lord  Castle- 
mj^umav  have  the  design  of  becoming  a 
pstaSl^  bat,  I  must  not  let  him,  or  any 
ano  Ac  him,  pass  himself  off,  as  to  the 
Mi^4i  least,  ioT  what  he  has  not  been.-*-^ 
Thcti  IS  an  attempt  making  to  create  a 
Ma^  ikat,  in  my  Statement  of  the  2 1st 


last  (jnst  a  year  ago,  lacking 
«ia4if),'at  page  74  in  Vol.  XV,  of  the 
Bc^iler,  I  published,  respecting  the  emo- 
l^iOMtt  ojt  this  man  and  his  relations, 
Whift  WIS  FALSE.  Great  pains  ^re  tekins 
to  cme  this  to  be  generaHv  believed, 
'tllb Motives  for  this  I  can  easily  guess  at; 
bat^  ha  the  oaotives  what  they  may,  it  be- 
comes tte  to  expose  the  trick,  and  to  show 
1HAT  MY  STATEMENT  WAS  TRUE, 
yatk  the  exception  of  ^  mere  error  in  cast- 
ai^  and  a  trifliag  error  ia  the  amowtt  of 


one  salary,  which,  it  is  evident,  could  not 
be  intentional ;  which  cot»ld  make  do  dif- 
ference at  all  as  to  the  conclusions  to  ba 
drawn  from  the  statement;   and  which, 
was  more  than  overba^ncad  by  ormnmuf 
of  other  salaries  or  emoluments.^— -Some 
time  ago  (upon  precisely  what  occasion  I   , 
do  not  recollect).  Ma.  Waitbman  did,  it 
seems,  make,  in  speaking  to  the  Citiz^na 
of  London;    a  statement  respecting  the 
enormous  sums  of  public  money,  swallowed 
by  Lord  Castlereagh  and  his  relatioiif.-^— — 
At  the  last  City*Meeting,  Mr.  Waithman,  . 
having,  as  be  said,  been  infbri^ed,  thai  his. 
statement  about  the  emolumeata  of  ho/r^ 
Castlereagh  and  his  relations  was  an  er* 
roneous  statement,  corrected  that  stato* 
ment;  but  observed,  at  the  same  time» 
that  he  had  taken  his  facts  "from  the  netcs* 
"papers/*   which  facts  had  never  been 

contradicted. 1  was  rather  surprised 

i^^istf  2^pkma|^^^MK.  Waithm an,  he- 
cause  I  had  not  observed  any  ththg  incor^ 
rect  m  his  first  statement ;  but,  vdiat  waa 
my  astonishment,  when  1  read,  in  that  ex- 
cellent Evening  Paper»  the  Statesman,  a 
sort  of  circular  article,  ascribing  Mb. 
Waithmam's  pretended  mis-stalement  to- 
ME }  I  was  struck  with  the  audaeity.  of 
the  thing ;  and,  1,  at  once,  got  over  ti  ik^ 
solution  that  I  bad  (brmed,  never  more  to 
name  either  Cast&eeeaoh  or  Canniko. 

^ The  Statesman  introdutes  the  Ca^ 

cuLAR  ART4CLB  vTith  these  words  2  '^  On 
"  Saturday  night,  we  received  for  insertion 
"  the  following  statement,  which,  by  its 
"  having  appeared  in  the  Morning  Papers 
*'  of  this  day,  we  conclude  to  be  destined 
''  to  make  the  grand  tour  of  the  prass  of 
''  the  United  Kingdom.*— We  fee\  at  all 
"  timet  gratified  in  the  opportunity  of  giv«« 
''  ing  publicity  to  statements  wfaieh  Irava 
"  for  their  object  the  investigation  of  truth* 
*'  Lord  Castlereagh  is,  indeed,  by  this  ad*. 
''  count,  a  much  more  neglected  Stat^wan 
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"  thi^l  wa  had  aporohended  hioi  to  be. 
"  This,  liow-eyer,  oir  readers  must  bear  in 
*Mnind,  is  a  efaKmaiit  4nad«  by  tbe  Roble 
*'  lord>  in  contradiction  of  thtit  which  was 
"  stated  by  Mr.  Gobbett  more  than  12 
"TnoTrths  ago,  and  which  having,  until 
"  Tuesday  last,  remained  uncontradicted^ 
"  Mr.  Waithman  was,  therefore,  as  fuUy 
**  Justified  in  asserting,  as  the  public  in  Ac- 

"  lieving," ^This  is  very  good  for  all  the 

parties,  excejjt  "  Mh  Cubbett,"  who  is  not 
disposed  to  pass  for  a  protnulgaior  qf  /dlsc^ 
hoods,  thoueh  those  falsehoods  should  be 
two  years  old  instead  of  one  ;  and  there- 
fore Mr.  Cobbett,  in  order  to  prove  that 
be  scorns  to  shelter  any  statement  of  his 
wider  a  pretence  of  iapse  tf  Hme,  here  re- 
publishes his  Statement,  and,  with  the  in- 
significant errors  above-noticed,  asserif  ii 

to  be  a  true  siatanmu, First,  ho\vever, 

l«t  me  remind  the  mader  of  the  circum- 
stances;  under  which  the  statement  was 

made,  and  the  cause  of  its  being  made. 

The  DakiSh  Islands  had  jctet  been  taken, 
and  the  Commanders,  by  sea  and  land, 
who  made  the  captore,  bad  bestowed,  as 
being  In  their  gift,  (from  long  usa^)ybttr 
qfflces,  two  of  Harboue  Master  and  two  of 
Naval  Officer,  upon  two  officers  of  the 
na?y,  and  one  military  officer,  all  scrting 
upon  Ihe  ttation ;  but.  Lord  Castlerea^h, 
being  then  in  an  office  which  gave  him 
the  management  of  the  colomes,  set  aside 
these  appointments ;  took  the  emoluments 
of  these  offices  from  three  officers,  serving 
their  country  in  that  pestilential  climtte ; 
took  the  fbur  office  from  them,  and  gave 
them  dU  to  htsxAvn  trnde.  Loan  George  Set- 
MotJ^,  whd  was  Iwi^  in  sqfety  at  home,  and 
who  it^,  ctt  the  same  time,  a  Commissi&ner  (f 

Excise  4n  England.' Th'xt  was  the  act 

that  called  forth  th6  Statement,  which  my 
fr^nd  the  I^ATiB^MAH,  has,  without  due 
consideration,  iteettied  to  admit  to  be  m- 
Htte*,  bdt,  for  the  truth  of  which,  with  the 
inftignfficant  exceptions  above-mentioned, 
I  am  ready  to  vouch.    Indeed,  I  will  l^ave 

no  do\]bt  at  all  upon  the  si^bjectr Here 

is  the  Statement. 

ExtRACT  FROM    THE  ^OLITICAL  ttfiClSTER, 

21  Jan.  I80p. 

*»  Loyalty." — -I  mean  not  vulgar 
loyalty,  hot  loyahy  in  the  modern  sense 
of  that  word,  as  it  is  understood  and  passes 
current  at  Whitehall  and  in  (he  neighbour- 
hood.; .  and  of  w|iich  loyalty  I  shall,  under 
if  the  reader,  giv*-  some 
At  one  time  in 


my  life,  when,  indeed>  I  was  at  too  great 
a  distance  from  my  e6uhtry  to  be  able  to 
knew  miieb  of  what  was  pawiag  in  t«i  I 
was  dreadfully  alarmed  for  the  safety  of 
the  throne.  I  heard  of  nothing  but  meet* 
ings  oF  Corresponding  Societies,  United 
Irishmen,  and  Jacobins.  Little  did  1  ima- 
gine, that  the  loyal  were  so  numeroos  as 
I  hare,  since  my  return,  fomid  them  to 
be  ;  nor,  indeed.  Was  it  tilt  very  lately 
that  I  obtained  a  complete  and  authentic 
return  of  their  numbers:  1  mean,  the  Lists 
ofplace-men,pensioners,andreversionaries, 
contained  in  the  Report,  laid  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee,in  the  month  x>fJirae  last.  Compku, 
indeed,  this  return  is  not;  but,  defective 
as  it  is,  it  is  quite  populous  enough  to  re- 
move, from  the  mind  of  any  reasonable 
man,  all  fears  as  to  a  want  of  loyAlty  iti 

these   United    Kingdoms. ^Thete    ai^ 

many  individuals,  and  many  whole  faini' 
Ires,  to  whose  distinguished  loyalty  it 
wouhl  well  become  me  to  attempt  to  do 
justice ;  and,  as  opportunities  ofier,  I  raav, 
perhaps,  towards  many  of  them,  be  able 
to  perform  this  Yery  pleasing  and  not  tin- 
useful  task.  *  At  present  I  shaH  confine 
myself  to  the  displaying  of  theprools  of 
this  most  estimable  qnality  in  the  Viscount 

CaSTLBEEAGH  and  some  op  his  aBLATIONS; 

and,  I  select  this  nobleman,  not  so  much 
because  he  is  one  of  the  minbtry,  as  be* 
cause  he  is  well  knoWn  to  have  be^,  of 
all  mankind,  the  tnan  affler  the  late  Pitt^i 
own  heart ;  the  man,  of  all  others,  the 
nearest  resembling  him  in  talents  as  well 
as  in  disposition ;  and,  the  only  man  on 
earth,  perhap,  whom  he  could  have  found 
to  execute  his  commands  in  Ireland. — - 
In  making  this  display,  it  will  hot  be  sof- 
fictent  merely  to  state  th^  sum  that  each 
person  annually  receives.  We  int^st  also 
see  how  long  they  have  bteen  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  it;- whehce  willnalurally  proceed 
a  calculation  of  the  total  amount  rcc^ired, 
including,  of  course,  the  compound  inte- 
rest thereon ;  because,  it  is  dear,  tbat  if 
a  man  has  been  lA  the  receipt  of  a  thou- 
sand a  year,  out  of  the  taxes,  during  M 
space  of  twenty-eight  years,  he  h^,  in 
fact,  received  fifty-six  ihousartd  pounds 
from  the  public ;  or,  which  is  tlie  samd 
thing,  taken  from  the  public  that,  t^hich 
if  left  in  its  hands,  would,  at  common  in- 
terest, have  been  worth  fifty -rfx  tbnvisand 

pounds. Havintj  made  thi?  prtlirtiinary 

remark,  I  5hall  now  pn-rred  lo  x\\y  ?>(at<^^ 
nient,  nunbtring  the  offif  rs.  ns  1  ^o,  fbr 
the  sake  of  brevity  in  ihv^  cast  of  refcremai* 
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i.  Lord  Ca^^tlereach.      Secretary  of 

State,  c£.  6,000  a  year. 
2.  BeiGADiEn  Gen.  Stuart,  (brother  of 
Lord  Castlereagh)  Under  Secretary 
of  State,  c£.  2,000  a  year. 
S.  Same  person. — Gen.  upon  the  Staff; 
upon  our  /amoua  Staff,  £,  1,500  a 
year. 
4.  Same  person. — Lieut  Col.  of  a  regi- 
ment of  dragoons,  £,  500  a  year. 
5;  Lomi>  Henry  Moore  (ii  first  cousin 
of  Lord  Castlereagh)  joint  muster- 
master  gen.   in   Ireland,   a  patent 
.      .  place,  £,  2, 1 00  a  year. 
#.  lis.  John   Orvsuy  Vandeleur   (a 
first  cousin  of  Ld.  Castlereagh)  Com- 
missioner of  the  excise  in  Ireland, 
i^.  1,200  a  year. 
7.  Messrs.  John  Staples  and  Thomas 
Staples  (6r8t  cousins  of  Ld.  Castle- 
reagh) Bxaminators  of  the  customs 
In  Ireland,  «£.  918  a  year. 
&  LoiD  Henry  Seymour^    (uncles  of 
and  >  Ld.  Caslle- 

L»RD  RoBT.  Seymour  }  rea£ch)Pro- 
tbonotary  in  the  Court  of  King's 
-   bench  in  Ireland,  £,  12^5 1 1  a  year 
$,  Sbme  persops.— Clerk  of  the  crown 
in   the  King's    bench   in  Ireland, 
<j£.  427;$^  year. 
10*. Same    persons. — Filazers     in    the 
Kia^s  bench  in  Ireland,  £.  1,105 
ayearr 
II.  LoRu  Robert  Seymour    (uncle    of 
lid.  Castlereagh)  Craner  and  Whar- 
finger of  the  Port  of  Dublin,^.  1,930 
a  year. 
l^  Lord  George  Seymour    (uncle  of 
Lord  Castlereagh)  Commissioner  of 
Excise  in  England,  £,  1,500  a  year. 
15.  Same  person. — Harbour  Master  of 
the  Port  of  Christiansted,  in  the 
viand  of  Saint  Croix,  about«£.  1,000 
a  year. 

14,  Same  person — Harbour  Masler   of 

the  Port  of  Frederickstcd,  in  Saint 
Croix ;  about  «£.  1,100  a  year. 

15,  Same  person. — Nayal  Officer  of  the 

Port  of  Christiansted,  in  St.  Croix ; 
about^.dOOa  vear, 

16.  Same  person. — Naval  Officer- of  the 

Port  of  Frederickstcd,  in  St.  Croix ; 
about  £4 1,000  a  year. 

17.  Loan  Georcs  Seymour,      1    The 

and  bis  son  >  rever- 

G.  H.  Seymour,  1 1  years  old  )  sion  of 
the  offi<:e  of  Craner  and  Wharfinger 
of  the  Port  of  Dublin,  valued  at 
j(.  1,930  a  year,  and  now  held,  as 
just  stated,  by  Ld.  Kobt.  Seymour. 


The  total  annual  amounf,  paid  by  flie 
public  to  these  several  persons,  is  of.  3(>,6yi; 
\and,  Nos.  8,  9,  10  and  II,  having  been 
held  since  176o,  the  total  sum,  which, 
through  those  channels  .only,  has  been 
drawn  from  the  public,  including  the  com- 
pound interest,  is,  if  my  calculation  be 
correct,  X  2,160,036.  Two  millions,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand,  and  fifty-six 
pounds.  No.  12,  has  been  held  for  many 
years  past;  as  long,  perhaps,  as  the  others  i 
but  certainly  for  about  eight  years  past^ 
as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  a  list  of 
places,  in  the  second  Volume  of  the  Poli- 
tical Register ;  and,  without  including  in 
the  calculation,  the  several  suras  of  money, 
which  Lord  Castlereagh  has  received,  in 
the  shape  of  salary,  under  the  administra- 
tions Qt  the  late  Pitt,  Lord  Sidmouth,  and 
the  present;  without  including  in  the'cal- 
culation,  thcs^  sum^  amounting  to  an  ave- 
rage of  about  «£.  5,000  a  year,  for  the  last 
sixteen  or  eighteen  years;  passing  over 
the  interest  and  even  principal  of  this 
large  item  ;  the  total  amount,  drawn  from 
the  public  by  the  above  perspns,  does  not 
fall  much,  if  any,  short  of  £,  3,000,000. 
Three  miUioM  qf  the  public  money,  drawn 
irom  the  public,  during  the  last  30  or  40 
years,  by  six  or  seven  persons  ! — There  a 
loyaliy  for  you  ]    ^     ^     *     *     *     *     * 

*  * 1,  aometime  ago,  produced  strik- 
ing proofs  of  loyalty  in  the  person  and  &- 
mily  of  Mr.  Garnier,  who,  as  Apothecary 
General  and  Officer  upon  the  Staff,  resid- 
ing all  the  while  quietly  at  Wickham,  con- 
descended to  receive  from  the  public,  and« 
jn  part,  of  course,  from  the  nasty,  dirty^, 
sweaty,  smeary,  hard-fisted  and  hard-fa- 
voured "  Jacobins  and  Levellers,"  the 
sum  of  thiiteen  thousand  a  year  and  up- 
wards ;  but,  the  loyalty  of  this  gentleman 
and  his  family  is  nothing,  when  compared 
with  that  of'^  those  above-named.  Here 
we  see  noble  Lords,  who,  rather  than  his 
Maj^ty's  business  should  go  unperformed, 
willing  to  become,  Muster- Masters,  Pro- 
thonotaries.  Clerks,  Filazers,  Excisemen, 
and  Wharfingers  ;  and.  Lord  George  Sey- 
mour, not  satisfied  with  what  he  can  do  m 
his  life-time,  has,  we  see,  entailed  this  task 
of  loyalty  upon  his  son,  though,  at  present, 
a  child  of  only  eleven  years  old.  Nay,  so 
anxious  is  this  nobleman  to  assist  his  Sove- 
reign, in  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  govern- 
ment, that  he  has  not  confined  his  loyal 
exertions  to  England  and  Ireland  ;  but  has 
procured  himself,  through  Lord  Castle- 
reagh (into  whos^  patronage  these  o^ice's 
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came)  te  be  appointed  Naval  Officer  and 
Harbour  Master,  in  the  ports  of  our  newly- 
conqaered  Island  of  Santa  Croix,  where, 
is  apjiears  by  the  Gazette  of  that  place,  he 
tvas  formally  appointed  in  the  month  of 
June  last,  bv  "  His  Excellency  General 
•*  Harcourt ;"  though,  from  mere  modesty, 
I  suppose,  the  appomtment  was  never  an- 
nounced in  the  Gazette  at  home. ^There 

are  some  circumstances  belonging  to  this 
appointment,  that  are  worth}^  of  particular 
notice.  The  island  of  Santa  Croix,  it  is 
well  known,  was  taken,  about  a  year  ago, 
by  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  and  General 
R)wyer,  who,  jointly,  according  to  the 
usual  custom  in  such  cases,  made  appoint- 
ments of  Harbour  Masters  and  Navai  Offi- 
cera.  They  bestowed  the  four  offices 
upon  three  persons,  in  the  followiag  man- 
ner. Captain  Thomaa  Cochrane,  of  the 
Navy,  son  of  the  Admiral,  was  appointed 
Harbour  Master  of  the  two  ports ;  Captain 
Pickmore,  of  the  Navy,  was  made  Naval 
Officer  of  the  port  of  Fredericksted  ;  and 
Brig.  Gen.  Kamsay,  Naval  Officer  of  the 
port  of  Christiansted*  All  these  appoint- 
ments were  set  aside  by  Lord  Castlereagh, 
and  the  four  officers  united  in  the  person 
of  his  uncle.  Lord  George  Seymour,  who 
was  before,  as  we  have  seen,  and  had 
l)een  for  many  years,  a  Commissioner  of 
the  Excise  in  England, 


#*»**♦  Y^itli  respect  to  the 
propriety  of  making  sinecures  of  such  offi- 
ces, I  have  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  the 
,  practice  is  wrong.  But,  such  having  been 
the  practice  ;  and  the  Commanders  by 
sea  and  land  having  uniformly. appointed 
officers  of  the  navy  and  army,  to  be  Har- 
bour Masters  ancf  Naval  Officers  in  the 
conquered  ports,  the  commanders,  upon 
the  occasion  now  referred  to,  cannot  be 
blamed  for  what  they  did.  At  Martinico, 
Sir  Charles  Grey  appointed  his  son,  Capt. 
Grey,  to  be  Harbour  Master ;  at  Surinam, 
Lord  Hugh  Seymour  appointed  his  son  to 
the  same  situation  ;  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
upon  the  reduction  of  Surinam,  this  war, 
appointed  Capt.  Maxwell,  of  the  Centaur, 
who  still  holds  the  post;  and  upon  the 
capture  of  Cura^oa,  Capt.  Wood,  of  the 
Latona,  was  appointed  Harbour  Master. 
None  of  these  appointments  were  set  aside. 
All  were  confirmed.  These  posts  of  pro- 
fit appear  to  have  been  ^considered  as  a 
J>erquisite  of  the  Navy  and  Army,particu- 
arly  the  former,  in  the  gift  of  the  captur- 
ing commanders.  The  three  officers, 
amongst  whom  this  perquisite  was  divided 


upon  the  occasion  referred  to^  are,  by  th# 
navy  and  army,  well  known  to  be  veiy 
meritorious  men.  They  were,  at  any 
rate,  men  .engaged  in  actual  and  very  pe- 
rilous service,  if  we  think  only  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  climate,  under  which  they 
were  compelled,  and  are  still  compeflc^ 
to  remain.  Lord  George  Seymour  wa» 
not  in  the  West  Indies.  He  had  run  no 
risks  from  cannon  balls  or 'from  yelh>w 
fever.  He  had,  all  his  life  long,  been 
safe  at  home,  and,  for  a  considerable  part 
of  that  life,  a  Commissioner  of  Excise,  with 
a  salary  of  «£.  1 ,500  a  year.  He  had  had 
no  builetiugs  of  the  seas  fo  endure.  His 
life  had  not  been  a  life  of  sufiering  and 
of  toil  in  that  service,  in  that  arouous 
service,  in  that  navy,  upon  the  fidelity, 
skill,  valour,  and  zeal  of  the  office vb  of 
which  the  safety  of  this  kingdom  dbes 
now  almost  solely  depend,  and  towards 
which  officers,  therefore,  policy  as  well 
as  justice,  imperatively  forbid  us  to  dis- 
cover the  slightest  symptoms  of  ingrati- 
tude.    **^*^^**'^^ 

Reader,  what  is  your  opinion,  as  tq  the 
influence  of  these  things  upon  the  fifte  of 
the  country?  How  do  you  think,  that 
such  a  distribution  of  the  favours  of  the 
crown,  and  of  the  money  of  the  people,  is 
likely  finally  to  operate  with  respect  to 
defence  against  a  mighty  conqueror,  who 
is,  and  who  naturally  must  be,  an  impla- 
cable foe  ?  What  do  you  think  must  be 
the  feelings  of  those,  who,  after  baring, 
under  a  pestilential  climate,  fought  and 
subdued,  see  the  fair  fruits  of  their  toils 
and  dangers  bestowed  upon  those,  who 
have  remained  at  home  m  security"  and 
ease  ?  Who  see,  that  which  might  have 
diminished  their  v:aiits,  carried  to  augment 
the  luxuries  of  others  ?  The  answer  to  these 
questions  I  leave  to  your  sense  of  justice 
and  of  policy. 

Such  was  my  statement.  In  order  te 
take  up  as  little  room  as  possible,  I  have 
leftout  partsof  my  ranarks,  not  essential  to 
the  clearly  comprehending  of  the  state- 
ment. But,.as  to  my  Statement,  here  it  Is 
republished,  and  I  do,  in  the  most  positive 
manner,  here  re-assert  thai  Statement  to  be 
true,  except  the  insignificant  errors  above- 
mentioned.  These  errors  are,  300/.  a  year 
too  much  given  to  Lord  George  Seymour 
as  an  English  Commissioner  of  Excise.  I 
do  not  know  how  the  error  came  to  be 
committed,  but  1  believe  it  to  be  one.  But, 
on  the  other  hand^  I  did  not  know,  that 
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Loid  Castlereagb's  brother,  who  was,  at 
oBe  and  the  same  time,  a  Brigadier  Gene- 
lai  to  Portugal,  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  Dragoons,  and  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  the  fkr- famed  Downing- 
atreei ;  I  did  not  know,  that  thb  gentle- 
man  was,  moreover.  Military  Governor  of 
Charles  Fort  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica ! 
My  imagination  never  carried  me  so  far  as 
that.  I  bad  a  great  opinion  of  the  *'  loy- 
"  alty*'  of  the  gentleman;  but,  how  was 
H|KnsVb\e  for  me  to  form  an  idea  of  a 
man's  Qllmg  so  many,  and  such  incompa- 
tible offices,  at  one  and  the  same  time  ? 
-^ — Besides  this,  I  omitted,  1  believe, 
some  other  of  the  Lord's  relations,  whom  I 

will  not  omit  another  time. Add  the 

6002.  a  year,  then,  to  my  former  total,  and 

the  total  will   be  37,291/.       But,  there 

was  an  error  of  a  thousand  in  the  addition : 

so  that,  instead  of  36,691  pounds  a  year, 

it  should  have  been  56,291  pounds  a  year ; 

and,  with  this  exception,  I  here  repeat  my 

re-assertion  of  the  truth  of  every  part  of 

my  statement.     Let  us  now  go  on  to  the 

prixtf,  item  by  item,  of  what  is  denied. 

,  1  Stated  in  the  Report,  laid  before  the 

A  >  HoQse  of  Commons,  in  June,  1 808, 

•j  at  page  296. 

^'   >  Not  denied. 


1} 


Not  denied. 


9 


12. 

17. 


g'  (Stated  in  the  above-mentioned  Re- 

lo'  \     P^""'  •*  P*S^  ^^-^* 
U. —  Stated   in  the    above-mendoned 
Report  at  page  285. 
Not  denied. 

Stated  in  the  above-mentioned  Re- 
port at  page  294. 

1 3.  *)  Here  the  reader  will  see,  that  I  say, 

14.  (about  such  or  such  a  sum.  And 

15.  f  the  ground,  upoii  which  1  go,  is  this; 

]  6.  3  ^^^^>  ^  gentleman,  who,  as  to  the  of- 
fices. No.  13  and  14,  was  the  agent  for 
Capt.  Thomas  Cochrane,  ami  through 
whote  hands  the  money  transactioM,  reiat' 
n^  to  thoK  qfice8,while  held  hy  Vvpt.  T. 
Cochrane, passed;  this  gentleman  assu- 
red me,before  I  made  the  statement  last 
year,  and  has  again  assured  roe  with- 
m  these  three  days,  that  the  emolu- 
ments of  those  offices  to  Capt.  T. 
Cochrane  were  in  the  proportion  of 
2,100/.  a  year  for  the  two.  Upon 
the  authority  of  ihis  gentleman  the 
valuation  of  Nos.   15   and    16  were 

*    made ;    and,  ht   hafj  within   these 


three  days,  assured  me,  that  bis  vW 
loation  was,  as  he  b  convinced,  not, 
at  all  beyond  the  mark. — 
Where,  then,  has  the  author  of  the  Cia- 
CULAX  AaTicLE  fouud  hb  grounds  of  con- 
tradiction ?     And,  who  but  he  would  have 
had  the  impudence,  the  unparalleled  im- 
-pudence,  to  call  upon  any  one  to  promul- 
gate a  retractation  cf  my  statement  f But^ 

come,  let  us  now  see  what  this  cold-blood- 
ed ^npudence  has  produced. Here  it^ 

is : — '<  Neither  Lord  Castlcreaj^h,  nor  any. 
*'  of  his  family,  hold  any  civil  office  of. 
*'  emolumentj^  or  any  pension  under  tha 
"  Crown,  either  in  poMeasion  or  reversion^. 
'^  —His  Brother,  Brigadier-General  Stew- 
'*  art,  is  Military  Governor  of  Charles  Fort 
"  in  Jamaica,  the  net  profits  of  which  are 
''  600/.   a-year,  ptnd  by  the  Mmd— The 
"  Marquis  of  Hertford's  family  hold  the, 
"  following  employments  :— 
''Ireland: — Prothonotary  ofthe 
»  Court  of  King's-Bench  ;  — 
"  Net  receipt,  see  Report  of 
"Finance  Commit.  May  31,    £.      f.. 

"  1809 6,849     O. 

'' Clerk  ofthe  Crown,  ditto  -    -    216    O. 
"Filazer-    -    -    -ditto    -     -     530    0 

''These  offices  were. granted 
"  in  reversion  to  the  present  pa- 
"  tenteestn  the  year  1766,  when 
"  the  late  Lord  Hertford  was 
"  Lord-Deutenant  of  Ireland, 
"  and  caniQ  into  their  possession 
"  about  the  year  1784.  The  pro- 
"  fits  arise  (rom  fiespaid  by  smtots 
"  on  law  proccetUi^,  and  hava 
"  been  raised  to  their  preient 
"  amoont  in  consequence  of  the 
"  late  increase  of  business  in  the 
"  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  Ire- 
"  land. 

"  Craner  and  Wharfinger  of  the 
"  Port  of.Dublin,  Net  Receipt, 
"see  Finance  Report,  as  above    9t2    0 

"  The   profiu  of  this  office 
"  arise  jromjtes  paid  on  imports 
'*  into  the  port  qf  Dublim.    The 
"  grant  was  made  about  the 
"  same  time  as  that  ofthe  pre- 
"  ceding  offices. 
"  Naval   Officer  and  Harbour- 
"  master  in  the  Danish  Island 
"of  St.  Croix    -    -    #    -    .    735  II 
"  The  profiu  of  this  office 
"  arise  from  fees  paid  on  vessels 
"  frequenting  the  ports  of  the 
"  Island. 
"  Commissioner  of  Excise    •    •»  1,200    o 
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'*  Total  by  Lord  Hertford's 

"family      ...     -     10,5^615 
*•  Held     by     Brigadier-General 

•'  Stewart,  as  above  stated    -     (5()0    0 


£\\,]16  15 
*'The  above  statement  requires  little 
"  comment ;  the  misrepresentations  in 
*'  question  would  have  been  hardly  less 
"  striking  had  they  been  made  previously 
"  to  Lord  Castltieagh's  retiring  from  ot- 
"  fice,  dm  be  then  hejd  no  other  situation 
•*  than  that  «»f  Secretary  of  State,  the  sa- 
"  U^ry  of  which  is  6,000/.  a  year ;  and  if  it 
**  is  to  be  assumed  (tor  the  sake  of  pointing 
'l  at  an  individual)  that  Lord  Hertford's 
"  and  Lord  Castlereagh's  families  are  to 
*»  be  considered  as  one  and  the  same,  it 
"  nevertheless  appears  that  even  in  this 
"  view,  the  utmost  that  can  be  stated 
'*  as  the  aggregate  official  emoluments  of 
*'  both  families  (exclusive  of  military  pay) 

•  "  does  not  exceed  11,116/.  1 5#.  per  annum • 
"Of  this  sum  Lord  Castlereagh  himself 
"  receives  nothing,  his  family  only  dOQL 
*;*  and  of  the  remaining  10,5 16/.  I5s.  the 
"  sum  of  8,'583/.  was'granted  by  the  Crown 

*'  hqfore  Lord  Vasilereagh  xims  bom.'* So, 

tlien/  hfere  are'  Nos.  5,  6,  atjd  7  left  out  as 
pot  being  of  "  the  family'*  I  suppose.  But 
J  assert  that  they  ar?  "  ?9roe  of  the  rela- 
**  tions  of  Lord  Caistlereigh,"  and,  that 
%ras  the  description  that  I  before  gave  of 

'  them,  as  the  reader  will  see  by  referring 
to  the  extract  above  inserted.  I  do  not 
care  whether  Lord  Castlereagh  oxims  these 
people,  or  not ;  nor  do  I  care  who  it  was 
that  gave  them  the  public-money;  I 
said  they  were  sopie  of  his  relations,  and  I 
still  say  that  they  are  some  of  his  relations, 
<md  that  ihey  receive,  or  somebody  fyr 
them,  the  sums  of  money  that  I  have  pu^ 

jjgainst  their  names  rci^pectivtly. Oh, 

on  I  What,  we  are  only  to  reckon  the 
NEX  PROCEEDS,  then,  are  we?  And,  I 
^m  to'  be  represented  as  2i  falsifier  cf facts, 
because  I  5  id  not,  in  January  1«09,  notipe 
the  contents  of  a  Report  that  was  not  made 
till  May  1809?  NET  PROCEEDS,  eti ! 
r— — Oh,  no  !  This  is  a  way  that  I  should 
not  have  counted,  even  if  I  could^  six 
months  before  it  was  hatched^  have  read 
4he  report  of  31  May  1809.  lliis  is  not 
th^  way  that  I  count.  When  my  money 
\i  taken  away' from  me,' I  look  only  to  niy 
cost  or  loss,  \i  being  of  no  earthly  con^- 
jQuence  to  roe  what  becpmes  of  it,  how 
many  or  how*  few  divide  it  amongst  the^i. 
The  Report,  from  which  1  took  toy  in- 
li>rmation  (and  for  which  Report  weliav« 


to  thank  Lord  Cochrane),  states^  that  the 
Prothonotary's  Office'  in  Irelapd  yields 
1 2,5 1 1  pounds  a  year.  But,  I  am  now  told, 
that  the  two  Seymours  pqckii  only  6,84-9 
pounds  a  year.  What  is  that  to  nie,  or  to 
those  who  pay  the  money  ?  They  bring 
only  6,849  pounds  a  year  to  bag ;  but.  do 
not  the  public />«y  12,511  pounds  a  year? 
Do  not  the  public  i>ioy  that  ?  Will  rhe  cal- 
lous, stone-oearted,  bloodless  author  of 
this  article  say  that  the  poor  Irish  do  no( 
pfly  these  12,511  pounds  a  year?  Where, 
then,  is  the  difference  to  thegi^  ^heth^i^ 
the  money  be  all  bagged  by  the  l^y- 
mours,  or  whether  it  be  diyid^d  between 
them  and  their  underlings? — -Just  the 
same  applies  to  all  the  other  heads  qf 
emolument,  not  excepting  the  offices  ojf 
Naval-Oflficer  and  Harbour-Master.  What 
is  it  to  the  merchants  and  captains  of  Tea- 
sels, who,  finally,  is  the  person  that  b^^ 
their  money  ?  This  distinction  is  down* 
right  nonsense.  It  can  impose  upon  no- 
body, capable  of  reasoning;  and,  as  to 
those  who  are  incapable  of  reasonings  such 
discussions  as  this  have,  on  them,  no 
practical  eflect. Reader,  tlo  you  ob- 
serve in  the  otatement,  upon  which  we  are 
here  remarking,  certain  little  p.hrasas, 
thrown  in,  as  it  were  to  explain  the  natm« 
of  the  ofBces  more  fully,  such  as :  **  u^ising 
"  from  fees,  paid  by  suitors,  &c*  &c."?  The 
intention  of  these  remarks  is  to  cause  it  to 
be  believed,  that  what' the  Seymoiys  re- 
ceive does  not  come  out  of  th^  public  ptnie. 
Just  as  if  these  unfortunate  souk,  cal^d 
suitors,  did  not  make  a  part  qf  thepulffic. 
Aye,  and  a  part  of  it,  too,  on  whom  the 
hand  of  taxation  should  be  laid  very 
lightly  indeed.  Magka  Char^a  says: 
"  We  will  sell  to  no  man,  w^  will  not  OQ.- 
''  ny,  or  defer,  t,o  any  man,  either jctftlcr 
"  or  n]g//<."-7— Fees^  paid  to  officers  of  i,he 
several  courts  i'or  real  services,  are  not  only 
right,  but  necessary,  provided  they  ^o  ^ot 
exceed  the  reasonabfe  \|i'orth  of  the  ser- 
vice ;  but,  when  v\e  see  it  acknowledged^ 
that  the  Seymours  receive  many  thousands 
of  NET  profits  out  of  the  fees  of  a  court» 
in  which  they  do  not  pretend  to  give  any 
personal  attendance,  what  are  we  lo  \hinic 
^  it  ?  This  is  so  plain,  that  not  aiiother 
word  need  be  said  upon  it.  Nor  is  it  ne- 
cessary to  say  Qiuch  in  tlie  way  of  expo- 
sure, as  to  similar  little  phrases,  throvi^n  in 
about  the  source  of  Lord  George'Seymbur'a 
revenue  in  the  l)anish  Islands,  ^e'mo- 
ney  is  paid  by  merchants  and  ship-cvniert^ 
Well ;  but  what  pf  that  ?  It  is  money.  It 
is  pa^id  by  people  upder  British  sWay. 
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h  has  cost  the  people  ofEDgland  blo6d 
aodlmsare  enough  to  capture  and  hold 
1^  klaods  I  and,  if  it  be  right  to  collect 
fa  horn  ships  comiog  into,  or  going  out 
it,  those  iftlandsy  why  not  brioff  them  to 
tie  natum'9  account ;  or,  at  least,  give  thdqn 
to  persons,  who  are  performing,  or  have 
performed,  something  like  real  service  to 
ibe  natioQ  ?  What  reason  could  there  be 
to  give  them  to  Lord  George  Seymour  ? 
How  caQke  Lord  Castlereagh  to  select  tha,t 
paiticulajr  person  ?  Could  he  find  no  man, 
amongst  ai\  the  thousands  of  old  military 
and  narai  officers,  on  whom  to  bestow  such 
an  Income  ?  Nay,  why  did  he  take  a  fourth 
part  qf  ikemfrom  Ota  Captain  (now  admi- 
ral) Pkimore,  who  has  spent  nearly  half  a 
century  ip  the  service  of  bis  country,  in 
order  to  give  them  to  his  unck  hard  George 
Stymotrf  Let  him  answer  this  question, 

if  be  can. But,  it  seems,  his  brother, 

Geheral  Stuart,  receives  bis  sinecure 
salary,  as "  Military  Governor  of  Fort 
'*  Charles  in  Jamaica  ;*'  it  seems,  that  he 
receives  bis  sinecure  of  600/.  a  year  from 
th^  island!  it  is  "  paid  by  the  island,*^ 
"fyies  this  writer  mean  to  make  us  believe, 
that  the  dirt  and  stones  of  Jamaica  pay  him. 
He  may ;  bat,  we  know,  that  the  salary  is 
paid  by  our  feUow  subjects  qf  the  Island  qf 
Jamaica  ;  and  we  also  know,  that  if  they 
bad  not  that  snm^  to  pay  him,  or  any 
other  sinecure  man,  they  would  have  less 
n^  to  call  upon  the  n^other  country 
for  assistance.  In  short,  that  man  must 
have  a  strange  notion  of  things  of  this 
^rt,  who  does  not  perceive,  that  this 
salary,  as  well  as  all  thp  other  of  the 
emoluments,  whether  they  be  called 
fees,  or  by  whatever  other  name  they 
may  go,  all  come  out  of  the  public 
purse. — -T-And,  supposing  the  loss  to  be 
sustained  wholly  "  by  the  island*'  What 
reason  is  there  for,  what  justice  is  there  in, 
fastening  this  brother  of  Lord  Castlereagh, 
far  life,  br^  even  for  one  year,  upon  the 
people  o(  Jamaica,  who,  probably,  never 
saw,  and  never  will,  see  his  face  ?  What 
had  he  done  to  merit  it  ?  What  reason 
could  the  people  of  Jamaica  see  forgiving 
their  money  to  such  a  man  for  doing  no- 

diing  f ^Reader,  mark  the  words   "  qffi- 

"  cifl/  emoluments."  That  word  was,  I 
suspect,  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  the  chartje  of  direct  falshood  ; 
tpi,  I  am  Yery  much  deceived,  if  we  shall 
^ot  find  some  pensions  behind.     For  that, 

however^  we  will  take  another  week. 

jp|y  iray  of  conclusion,  I  must  remark,  that 
Lord  Castlercagh's  salary  of   6,000/.   a 
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year,  as  Secretary  of  State,  and  his  bro- 


ther's salary,  of  2,000/.  a  year,  as  Under 
Seaetary  of  Slate,  have  ceased  since  my 
statement  was  made.  But,  I  think,  the 
public  will  be  pretty  well  convinced,  tliat 
those  places  were  not  easily  given  up.  Tli« 
brother's  double  employment  was  men- 
tioned by  me  before  it  was  given  up,  or, 
to  alt  appearance,  thought  of  being  ^ivta 
up.  He  was,  at  one  and  the  same  time^ 
tmder  Secretary  qf  State inDowsisoSTnztT, 
and  a  General  upon  tlte  Staff  in  Portucal; 
and,  it  was  bis  brother.  Lord  Castlfreagh^ 
who  appointed  him  to,  and  kept  him  in^ 
both  situations.— What  do  we  want 
more  ?  Is  not  this  enou|/h  ?  Talk  of  being 
"  misrepresented,'*  indeed !  Why,  how  is  it 
possible  to  say  of  any  men,  in  pu()lic  trust, 
any  thins  more  than  this,  which  neither  is* 

nor  can  be,  denied. Here  1  quit  Lord 

Casilereagh's  officious  foolish  partizam. 
for  the  present ;  but,  if  they  stir  again,  I 
am  with  them  in  a  moment. 

Catholic  Claims. In  my  last,  at 

page  52,  I  inserted  the  very  interesting 
letter  of  Dr.  Milner,  which  will,  I  doubt 
not,  have  been  read  with  great  aqd  ^ene^ 
ral  attention.  In  that  letter  the  publiq 
will  see  the  real  grounds  of  the  Catholic 
complaints,  and  the  real  cause  of  those 
heart-burnings,  which  have  created  thai 
description  or  persons  in  Ireland,  who,  as 
was  openly  avowed  in  parliament,  consti-| 
tute  "  a  French  Pttrty/'  in  that  unhappy 

couijtry. The  articles,  which,  upon 

this  subject,  I  haye  lately  published,  seem 
to  have  settled  the  dispute.  The  whole, 
matter  has  be^n  brought  into  a  narrow 
compass ;  within  the  compass  of  an  hour's 
readtng;  and,  so  great  has  been  the  etlect, 
that  I  myself  h^ve  received  letters  froni 
more  than  fifty  persons  (some  of  theoi 
Clergymen  of  the  Church  qf  England),  thaok« 
ing  me  for  having  undeceived  them ;  and 
expressing  their  indignation  at  the  arts 
which  were  made  use  of  to  keep  the  public 
in  a  state  of  ignorance  as  to  ihn  real  merits 
of  the  question.  I  do,  and  1  must  feel  very 
proud  at  this,  and  I  am  rather  surprized, 
that  the  editors  of  other  publications,  who, 
I  know,  perfectly  agree  with  me,  as  to 
this  matter,  at  least,  have  not  Iciit  me,  or 
rather  the  cause  of  truth,  and  jusii(  e,  their 
aid,  upon  this  occasion,  by  giving,  through 
their  respective  channels,  circulation  to  the 
above-mentioned  articles;  especially  as 
they  must  have  observed,  that  I  so  fre- 
quently give  circulation  to  such  of  tl  ein 
articles  as  appear  to  me  to  be  likely  lo 
produce  great  and  general  good  e/Tecifn 


Digitized  by 


Google 


70] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— UiAo/ic  Claim. 


[80 


"^^—No'Popety  is  now  at  a  very  low  ebb 
indeed.  Ihave  received  but  one  commu- 
nication in  her  drfence;  and,  as  I  wish  to 
give  her  a  fair  chance  (though  she  has 
never  given  any  one  a  fair  chance),  I  shall 
insert  this  communication  immediately  at 
the  close  of  this  Summary  of  Politics,  of- 
fering here  a  few  words  (and  not  many 
are  necessary)  by  way  of  reply,  thereunto. 
——This  advocate  of  No- Popery  says, 
that  I  have  stated  two  positions,  as  tne 
grounds  upon  which  the  Claims  of  the  Ca- 
tholics ought  to  be  acceded  to  ;  namely, 
ist.  That  such  a  measure  would  not  be  a  viola" 
tion  qfthe  king's  Oath;  and,  2ud,  That,  if  it 
be  a  violation,  the  Oath  has  already  been  broken 
and  disregarded  by  the  privileges  xt:hich  his 
Majesty  has  granted  /o  foreign  Catholics  to 

hold  military  situations. Now,  the  reader 

•well  knows,  that  this  was  not  my  mode  of 
reasoning;  that  these  were  not  ine grounds, 
opon  which  I  urged  the  granting  of  the 
Catholic  Claims;  and,  that,  indeed,  all 
that  was  said  about  the  Coronation  Oath  was 
merely  intended  to  show,  that  the  putting 
forward  of  that  Oath  in  opposition  to  the 
claims  of  the  Ctitholics  must  have  been  an 
kypocritical  trick,  and  that  it  was  quite 
impossible  to  believe,  that  the  king  could 
have  any  of  those  "  scruples  of'conscichce," 
which  it  had  been  so  impudently  pretended 
hjB   had,   upon    the  subject  of   Catholic 

Claims. Let   us,    however,  examine 

what  this  advocate  of  No-Popery  has  said 
with  respect  to  the  tivo positions,  which  he 
professes  to  combat ;  and,  for  the  sake  of 
clearness,  we  will  take  the  last  first.— — 
Says  he,  I  totally  dissent  from  what  you 
say  about  the  Oath's  being  violated  by 
the  admission  of  foreign  Catholics  into  the 
StalTof  the  army  ;  and  then  he  says,  thai 
the  oath  is  not  so  strict  as  that;  that  the  king 
did  not  so  interpret  •  it  when  he  granted  iliose 
tndttlgencics  to  foreigners  in  the  army ;  that 
the  oath  only  forbids  the  king  to  do  any  thing 
that  shall  ENDANGER  THE  PROTES- 
TANT RELIGION;  that  the  king  is  to 
form  HIS  OWN  OPINION  tfponall  matters 
relating  to  his  oath ;  and  that,  he  uould  not 
violate  his  oath  in  granting  ANY  thing  to  the 
Catholics,  IF  HE  DID  NOT  THINK, 
that  such  f-rant  would  ENDANGER  THE 

PROTESTANT  REUGION. Here, 

then,  we  have  all  that  we  could  ask  for. 
The  oalh  does  not  bind  the  king  to  any 
particular  mode  of  acting.  The  oath  does 
not,  as  it  is  here  explicitly  confessed,  with- 
hold from  the  king  the  power  of  granting 
any  thing  to  tl^p  Catholics.  The  featb  binds 
bim  to  nothing,  in  respect  to  this  subject. 


but  to  the  doing  of  nothing  that  shall 
endanger  the  Protestant  reli^on.  And,  if 
the  reader  be  satisfied;  if  the  reader  be 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  the  granting  of 
the  Catholic  Claims  would  not  ei>danger 
the  protei tant  religion,  he  roust,  of  neces- 
sity, conclude,  either,  that,  to  grant  those 
claims  cannot  be  regarded  by  the  kin^as  a 
violation  of  his  oath,  or  that  the  king  is 
under  the  influence  of  a  wrong  opinion. — 
Then  we  come  to  the  question :  Who  are 
ansuxrable  for  what  is  done,  or  what  is  rr- 
fiued,  in  this  case  ?  This  Anti-Catholi- 
cus  is  of  the  true  no-popay  stamp.  He  it 
for  throwing  the  whole  of  the  act  of  re- 
fusal, together  with  all  its  consequences, 
whatever  they  may  be,  upon  the  king  PER- 
SONALLY. This  is  the  way  this  set  of 
politicians  have  always  acted.  It  used  to 
be  the  custom  to  keep  the  king's  person 
out  of  sight  in  all  disputes  about  political 
measures;  but,  now,  as  often  as  it  suits 
the  purposes  of  this  faction,  he  is  dragged 
forward,  with  all  the  circumstances  of  age 
and  infirmity,  and  held  forth  as  the  obsta- 
cle to  such  or  such  a  measure.  It  is  the 
king's  opinion,  this  man  now  tells  us,  that 
is  to  settle  what  ought  to  be  granted  and 
what  ought  to  be  refused,  if  the  king 
thinks  that  the  thing  proposed  does  not  vio- 
late his  oath,  then  he  ma}*^  agree  to  it : 
but,  if  he  thinks  that  the  thing  proposed 
does  violate  his  oath,  then  he  cannot  agree 
to  it.  This  doctrine  squares  tnost  delight- 
fully with  the  maxim,  that  the  king  can  do 
no  wrong,  and  the  two  co-operating,  leave 
the  people  with  a  truly  enviable  stock  of 
responsihUity !    Well  may  the  sensible  part 

of  the  world  laugh  at  us  ! Well,  now 

as  to  the  other  point,  it  has,  I  think,  be^ 
proved  most  clearly,  not  only,  that  the 
granting  of  the  claims  of  the  Catholics, 
would  not  be  a  violation  of  the  oath;  but 
also,  that  it  is  impossible  to  believe^  that 
the  king  can^  think,' ihdX  it  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  that  oath:  Now^  what,  in  an- 
swer to  this,  is  urged  by  Anti-Cathou- 
cus,  who  writes  to  me  from  Lincoln's 
Inn  }  Why,  verily,  that  as  ii  had  been 
thought  wise  to  exclude  Catholics  from 
the  throne,  it  must  be  also  wise  to  exclude 

them  firom  the  Legislature. Let  us  stop 

here  a  moment,  and  make  two  remarks: 
1st,  that  Lord  Howick's  bill  did  not  pro- 
pose to  admit  Catholics  into  parliament: 
2d,  that  though  Presbyterians  are  excluded 
from  the  ihrone,  yet,  they  are  admitted 
into  parliament  ;  and,  though  Quakers 
cannot  mount  the  throne,  they  might,  if 
they  would,  become  members  of  p^lia^ 
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mcBl;  and,  farther,  that  it  is  notorious, 
that  the  king  has,  in  many  instances, 
nark  dissenters  membrers  of  the  upper 
kuse  of  parliament.  Very  properly,  no 
doubt ;  but,  then,  why  object  to  Rom«tn 
Catholics  being  permitted  to  enter  the 
prliainent ;  though,  as  was  before  stated^ 
this  ha'*  nothing  to  do  in  the  justification 
of  that  pale  and  malignant  hag,  No-Po- 
pery ;  because  the  measure,  against  which 
she  raised  her  wolfish  yell,  did  not  con- 
temp\at)&  the  admission  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics into  either  House  of  Parliament. 

Bot,  myn  this  advocate  of  the  viperous 
irag,  how  could  the  constitution  be  pre- 
served, if  a  i?r^brt^  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons were  Roman  Catholics,  and  ''  if  the 
"  Catholics  are  to  be  emancipated,  what, 
"tame  ask,  is  toframt  both  Houms  of  i>- 
"  gUktmr  from  being  compoied  (fa  MAJO- 

"  RTTY  qfmemben  qfthis  perstmion  f" 

Header,  is  not  this  unworthy  of  an  answer? 
Can  there  be  one  grain  of  mccrity  in  the 
conpoMtion  of  the  man  who  could  put 
this  question  upon  paper  ?— Such,  then, 
are  the  miserable  shifts,  to  which  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  old  hag  are  reduced.  Hy- 
pocrisy will  no  longer  serve  their  turn. 
They  have  now  been  exposed;  and,  they 
are  trying  what  quirking  and  quibbling 

^\\\  do. In  the  mean  while,  ail  men 

of  sense  perceive  the  danger, which  threat* 
•ns  us  through  Ireland,  unless  measures 
of  conciliation  be  speedily  adopted. 
**  Why,''  exclaims  the  old  hag,  "  are  not 
"  the  Irish  qidet  f  Yes,  thou  viperous 
hag,  and  are  not  the  Dutch  and  the  Swiss 
and  Uie  Italians  and  the  Westphalians  and 
Hamhurghert  and  the  Hanoverians ;  are 
not  they  all  very  quiet  f  And,  yet  you 
and  your  vile  crew  are  constantly  telling 
us,  that  all  the^e  people  are  oppressed,  kept 
down  by^cc,  have  their  voice  stijled,  hate 
their  rulers  mortally,  and  sigh  for  an  oppor* 
tutth  to  cast  ojr  then- yoke. 

W**.  COBBETT. 
Sotky,Jan.  iSth,  1810. 


CO  BRETT'S 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Twelfth,  tliirteenth,  and  Four- 
teenth Volumes  of  the  above  Work,  com- 
prinng  the  Proceedings  in  both  Houses  of 
PirKament  during  the  last  Session,  are 
ready  for  delivery.  Complete  sets  firora 
the  Commencement  in  the  Year  1803, 
may  stiUbebsid  of  the  Publishers. 


"  Qui  non  obstat  quod  obstare  potest,  facere 
videtor." 

Sir; — Upon   the   subject    of  Catholic 
Emancipation  I  perceive  you  admonish 
your  Correspondents  not  to  be  prolix,  as 
uoleaa  what  they  oflfer  be  short  and  con- 
cise,  no  admittance  can  be  afibrded  them 
in  your  Register.     Bcfing  aware  of  the 
latitude  afibrded  fne,  I  trust  I  shall  not  ex- 
ce^  the  measure  of  the  indulgence.     I- 
observe,  Mr.  Cobbett,  that  after  very  ex- 
plicitly stating  that  you  consider  the  cry 
of  No-Popery  bo  be  mere  artfiil  cant  and 
hypocrisy,  you  alledge  that  the  advocates 
of  this  No-roprry  system  build  upon  the 
pretext,  that  any  further  privilege  afford- 
ed the  Catholics  would  infringe  upon  the 
Coronation  Oath,  and  prove  a  violation  of 
what  his  majet^y  has  been  sworn  to  sup- 
port :  and,  in  order  to  try  the  validity  of 
that  argument,  you  have  very  fairly  and 
properly  submitted  to  review  the  words 
of  tne  Oath  itself.     Having  done  this,  yoo 
seem  to  contend  for  the  manifest  foUy  of 
the  cry  of  No-Popery,  and  the  consequent 
propriety  of  Catholic  Emancipation,  upon 
two  grounds,  viz.   1st,  That  such  a  mea- 
sure (EmancipatioA)  would  not  be  a  viola- 
tion ef  the  Oath :  or  3dly,  that  if  it  be  a 
violationtthe  Oath  has  already  been  broken* 
and  disregarded  by  the  privile^  which 
his  majesty  has  granted  to  foreini  Catho- 
lics to  hold  military  situations.    Now,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  in  answer  to  your  positions,  which 
thoa{;h    they  may  boast  the  virtue    of 
brevity,  seem  to  me  very  deficient  in  logic, 
I  shall  sav  a  few  words.    The  arbitrary 
power  which  uniformly  attended,  and  at 
length  occa»oned  the  expulsion  of,  the 
Stuarts,  induced  the  people  to  consider  the 
cause.    Experience  taught  thein,  that  the 
constant  usurpation  of  their  rights  and 
privileges  was  the  concomitant  of  Catholic 
monarchs:  and  this  led  to  the  very  na- 
tural consideration,  that  the  grievances  of 
which  they  bad  to  much  cause  of  com- 
plaint, owed  their  birth  in  a  CTeat  degree, 
if  not  solely,  to  the  tenets  of  the  Romish 
church.    This  occasioned  the  exjpulsioa  ' 
of  the  Stuarts  in  a  direct  line,  bemg  Ca^^ 
tholics,  and  raised  to  the  throne  a  collate* 
ral  branch  decidedly  Protestant ;  and  the 
Act  of  SeUlement,  pursuing  the  same  course 
of  reasoning,  excludes  from  the  throne  any 
descendant  not  beinf;  a  Protestant.    Now, 
Mr.  Cobbett,  expenence  should  seem  to 
dictate,  that  the  most  effectual  mode  of 
preserving  the  constitution  entire,  is  te 
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exclude  from  the  legislature  all  persons  of 
the  Romish  pei:siKasion ;  because  it  would, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  bp  ipoin^tFous  and  ab- 
surd to  talk  of  the  constitution  excluding 
Catholics  from  the  throne,  if  a  House  of 
Commons,  which,  in  fact  originated  and 
«filM:ted  that  exclusion,  should  be  com- 
posed of  a  majority  of  Roman  Catholics ; 
and  if  the  Catholics  are  to  be  emancipated, 
what,  let  me  ask,  is  to  prevent  both  houses 
of  legislature  from  being  composed  of  a 
majority  of  mefnbers  of  tbts  persuasion  ?  I 
therefore.  Sir,  contend,  an^l  I  think  not  on 
light  grounds,  that  if  it  bt*  expedient  that 
the  constitution  should  remain  unimpaired, 
which  declares  the  inelegibility  of  Catljo- 
licsy  as  legislators  and  potentates^  impe- 
rious necessity  demands  that  they  shoulxi 
not  be  emancipated.  Now^  Sir,  with  re- 
spect to  the  other  position,  that  if  Eman- 
cipation be  a  violation  of  the  Coronation 
Oath,  it  has  bten  already  violated  by  the 
privileges  afforded  foreign  Catholics  to  a 
certain  extent,  I  totally  dissent  from  it. 
Th«  Oath  is  not,  that  Catholics  shall  l^ve 
no  indulgencies  granted;  it  is  not  of  that 
naerciless  and  insensible  description :  His 
majesty  did  not  so  interpret  it,  when  he 
flranleid^the  indulgenciesalluded  to :— The 
Oath  both  in  language  and  spirit  aims  at 
restraining  the  monarch  for  the  time  be- 
ing, from  doing  any  act  vhich  shall  en- 
danger the  Protestant  religion  or  the  Act 
of  Settlement,  which  excludes  Catholics. 
When  therefore  his  majesty  was  called 
upon  to  dispense  the  privileges  he  granted, 
be  was  to  consider  how  far  a  compliance 
would  endanger  either  the  one,  or  the 
other ;  and  if  he  formed  an  opinion  in  the 
neg^i^>  it  could  be  no  violation  of  the 
Oath  to  comply  with  the  solicitations  ;— * 
but  should  his  majesty  be  of  opinion  that 
the  extension  of  privileges  as  now  re- 
quired, will  produce  either  danger  to  the 
Protestant  retigi?)n  or  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment, then.  Sir,  will  the  concession  be  a 
jdirect  and  unequivocul  violation  of  the 
Coronation  Oath.  If  such  au  opinion  is 
entertained  by  his  majesty,  and  I  believe 
there  are  many  able  and  disinterested  men 
«vho  do,  then  cannot  the  Catholics  be 
'Emancipated,  t  perceive,  Sir,  that  you 
}ay  some  considerable  stress  on  other  in- 
fractions of  the  Coronation  Oath;  but 
without  entering  into  a  discussion  of  topics 
of  so  discursive  a  nature,  I  apprehend  you 
cannot  mean  seriously  to  contend,  that  if 
it  bid  admitted  that  the  Oath  hath  been 
disregarded  in  some  particulars,  it  by  any 
■leans  fellows^  it  should  be  altogether^s- 


obeyed.  Mr.  Cobb^tt,  do  I  presume  too 
much  when  I  say  that  I  have  demonstrate^ 
your  positions  to  be  fallacious  ? — I  am  sure 
however,  from  youn  general  candour,  thai 
you  will  not  continue  to  adyocate  the  Ca- 
tholic cause,  \pithout  first  satisfying  me  thatj 
I  am  either  incorrect  in  my  deduction*,  or 
that  I  have  mistaken  yours ;  or  by  bring- 
ing, at  least  under  consideration,  other 
positions  more  tenable  than  those  you 
nave  at  present  promulgated, 

I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

AntiCathoucus. 
Lincoln's  Inn,  Jan.  5, 1810. 


B£BKSH1R£  m££l^N<). 

Qo  Monday,  the  l-Vt^  instant,  a  very, 
numerous  Meeting  too)^  pl^e  of  the  Free-, 
holders^  Clergy,  ^d  Inbabitant^t  of  the 
County  of  Jerks,  in  the  Towp-hall  of 
Abhigdon,  pursu^^t  to,^  requisjution  signed 
by  a  resp^ct^lple  body  of  Freeholder^—, 
As  early  a^  twelve  o'<;lock  th/e  H^  was 
completely  crowded  ia  eyci;y  part»  %iui( 
about  ha,lf-  pa^t  ope  the  ^igb  Sherifl^  Sir 
T.  M^TCA^^^^  b^vit^  taken  the  Chaiiv 
proceeded  to.  i:ead  th.^  requisition*  He 
stated  that  the  meeti^^;  was  called  to  con- 
sider of  the  propr^ty  of  addressing^  hk 
Majesty  on  the  pieaent  alarming  crisis  o( 
public  aJQfairs.  ^hp  obj^U  that  ^qt^lii^ 
present tnemselves  would  probably  be  two; 
— 1st,  Whether  they  should  agree  to  ad- 
dress his.  Miyesty  at  all,  and  2dlv«  w>a|;. 
the  nature  of  the  address  st^ould  be  ?  ^ei 
hoped  that  every  freeholder  would  be 
heard  with  ajltention,  and  reminded  them 
that  the  humblest  among  them  was  as 
much  entitled  to  that  attention,  as  the 
richest  individual  in  the  county. 

Lou)  Folkestone  then  rose.  BeCbre 
proceeding  to  the  business  upon  which  tbey 
were  called  together,  he  thought  it  ridbt 
to  say  a  few  words  in  consequence  of  what 
fell  from  the  High  Sheriff  respecting  the 
privileges  of  the  freeholders  to.  be  heard 
for  themselves.  He  agreed  with  that 
gentleman,  as  he  supposed  every  indifi' 
dual  now  present  did  also,  that  a  forty 
shilling  freeholder  was  entitled  to  as  much 
attention  as  any  individual  in  the  county  ; 
but  he  coukl  wish  to  hear  why  the  votes 
on  all  public  occasions  should  be  conty^d 
to  a  freeholder  of  forty  shilling;i  a  ycarj^ 
or  why  it  should  not  be  extended  to  every 
individual  landholder  ?  It  was  his  wish 
originally  not  to  have  a  meeting  of  free- 
holdei:8  only,  but  of  the  whole  county: 
the  High  Sheri0^  however,  had  thought 
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^\S£em^r,  and  conTened  Uie  Meeting  in 
its  prese:^  fomi.     tn  behalf  of  the  ffee- 
h'>i'ie:s  under  forty  shillings,  be  claimed 
the  pn^-iWjijc  of  YOiing,  and  he  touched  on 
this  point  thus  early,  that  any  freeholders 
present,  if  so  disposed,  might  challenge 
the  right  of  voting  which,  he  now  cbiimed. 
— [A  desultory  conversation  here  ensued, 
and  it  seemed  to  be  the  sepse  of  the  meet- 
ing, that  freeholders,  of  every  description, 
should  have  the   privilege  of  voting-]T- 
Lord  Yolkestone  then  continued  :  he  con- 
gratulated the  meeting  on  the  unusual,  cir- 
cumstaoce  of  their   oeiu^  assembled   at 
^bingdof>7— he  could  not  hel^A:onsidcring 
tiif^  as  a  triumph,  since  from  the  erection 
of  a  certain  building  at  Reading,  gentle- 
men had  been  accustomed  to   represent 
that  town  as  a  more  convenient  place  for 
public  meetings.     He  had  heard  it  insi nut- 
ated that  the  Sheriff's  obje9t  in  preferring 
ilbingdon  was,  that  popular  objects  nere 
ujore  likely  to   be  obstructed  there  than 
at  Readmg.    For  his  part  he  rather  thought 
the  ceason  was,  that  Reading  bring  nearer 
town,  made  the  people  there  better  ac- 
quainted  with    the    corrupt   transactions 
which  were  carried  on  at  the  scat  of  Go- 
vernment.— {Here  the  High  Sheriff  inter- 
rupted his   Lordship  by  saying,  tliat  he 
wouM  have  preferred  Reading  as  the  place 
oT  meeting*  out  he  could  not  command  the 
Town-Hall^  and  he  would  not  conclescend 
to  ask  a  (avour  of  any  Corporation.— (Ap- 
plauses)]— Lord  Folkestone  then  proceed- 
ed: he   conceived   it  impossible   fpr  any 
man,  whether  at  Abingdon  or  at  Reading, 
to  object  to  the  Address  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose.    When  they  considered  the.  present 
state  of  Europe  and  of  Great  Britain,  he 
did  not  think  they  would  consider  the  epi- 
thet of  alarming  as  objectionable ;  when 
they  reflected  in  what  hapds  t,he  different 
brai^cbes  of  the  Administration  of  the  Eui- 
p'tre  were  placed,   and    how   persons    in 
power  conducted  themselvj^s,   gentlemen 
could  not  but  feel  dismay  anjd  alarm.     The 
recent  annei^ation  of  Holland^  to  France 
was  saiiicient  to  render  the  jpresej^t  mo- 
ment abrming,  but  when  we  turned   to- 
wards Spain  and  saw  how  littje  hope.th^i;^ 
was  oC  the  people  in  that  coyhtry  doing 
any  l)iipg  fojr  themselves — when  we  lookeo 
to  the  sta^t^e  of  disaffection  in  x^h^.^h  Ireland 
was  pla^ecl   by  the  impollj^c  fia6  impn^- 
dent  conduct  of  Minister^  towards  that 
ccmmry,  w;e  could  not  but  r<^gard  the  pi^e- 
seifl  f&tt  of  th^  empiire  as  perilous  in.  tb|Q^ 
extrem^.   Thjejre  was  another  circumsta;ice 
whicl^  ajUed  Uf.  t^e  ilangeij^  of  tbjp'co^p-. 


try,  and  wt^ch  he  hoped  wopld  not  be 
lost  sight  of ;'  he  meant  the  introduction 
into  (hese  realms  of  numerous  bodies  of 
foreign  troops.  He  hoped  the  meeting 
recoHected  the  noble  stand  that  was  made 
by  our  ancestors  in  the  reign  of  Kin|[  Wil- 
liam, when  they  opposed  the  intro<ffictioii 
even  of  two  or  three  Dutch  regiments, 
whereas  at  this  moment  there  wer^  twenty 
battalions  of  foreign  soldiers  nourished  in 
the  country.  (Loud  Applatai^,)  Another 
circumstance  which  added  ta  the  alarming 
state  of  affairs  ^yas  the  dissentions  now  pre- 
valent in  India :  he  ^ould  no^  enter  at 
much  length  into  this  subject,  because  h^ 
did  not  as  yet  know  whether  to  regard 
these  disturbances  as  a  subject  pf  grief  or 
congratulation — ii*  we  attcnipted  to  retail^ 
possession  of  India  by  arms^  he  <;ould  not 
help  regarding  it  as  a  great  9alan)ity  ^  but 
if  we  saw  tliat  the  resources  of  the  hbstile^ 
powers  were  sufficiently  g[reat  to^  forbid 
any  attempt  of  that  kintl,  he  would  con- 
sider it  as  a  happy  even^.  W^  had  been^ 
told  that  our  Indian  territory  was  a  great 
arm  of  Ihe  Empire  ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  it 
was  an  ai;m  of  weakness.  •  li  wai  %lse  1^ 
suppose  that  the  wealth  we  dj^riyed  from 
it  wa5  at  all  to  be  coni pared  with,  what 
we  Ir^t  by  it :  It  was  a  perpetual  dxaifi 
upon  out*  population,  aiid  ipust  pipiiiluce 
the  most  rumour  eiiects.  It  was^tireinejy 
probabli^  that  the  saying  of  Lorct  Chatham 
would  speedily  be  m«^de  go9d,  tl^at  Indian 
banners  would*  be  the  ruin'  of  ^'h.^  f  ountry, 
— Another  topic  on  whicl;i,it  wp.uld^  h^  nc. 
ces.sary  to  dwell  was  our  ]^p^dit|ip.ii  to 
the  Sc^ieldl;.  No  armament  fagoid  e^^  cost 
so  much  nion^ey  V>  the  Coiy^try,  Ij'hij' 
nui^iber  of  men  employ eii,  in  tl^e  di.ipf^rcQ)L 
departments  amounted  to  above  1 00,000. — 
Oyvr  all  tliese  was  s^et  the  name  of  Chat- 
ham— a  name  dear  to  the  Cgu^trj^.  AU 
this  mighty  project  ended,  how<?yejr,  in 
battering  Jouh  tne  svalls  of  the  i^i^plivnsii'e 
town  of  Flushing,  and  in  th<?  taking  of 
Middleburgh,  which  had  no  wal^  at  all/ 
The  Expedition  sailed  iji  the.  i^fo^i;b  o^^ 
August;  in  tw^nty-foux  hours  it  reached 
its  4e8tinj^tipn— i^  pQuld  havea^ccotjipli^Ued 
its  obj^pt  iij  a  few:  d^ys,  but  it  w^a*^  kcjpt 
for  robnths  in  bogjB  a^L^  tparshes,  subject 
to  alj  tife  diseajses^  of  the  country.  Hf 
tn^LSted  that  'sopetgi^iiig  would  bv  dt^^J«  to 
finij^  otit  where  thp  blape^faV^lj^'i^  thi^; 
pjapppre.  te  l^op^d  ^ey  ^'oyid  te,^yni«^f}r- 
e<J,;  %nd^  ijT  in  the.  Yoo^mapd^r^  thev 
ought  not  to  ^^apff  fjiti^  i^^^^  M 

there  wsui  c^p.^^r  ^tu^  nqipr^  9^gi;ace^ul 
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to  Spfnm  under  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley.  All 
present  rauH  remember  tlie  spirit  of  liber- 
ty that  broke  out  in  that  country,  and  how 
by  the  influence  of  zeal  and  lore  of  liberty, 
the  Spanianls  had  succeeded  in  driving 
the  French  out  of  their  country ;  they  then 
introduced  local  Governments,  and  sent  to 
this  country  for  supplies — here  their  mis- 
fortunes began— the  Ministers  of  thiscoun- 
try  did  all  they  could  tp  crush  the  rising 
spirit  of  freedom  that  was  rapidly  pervad- 
ing Spain.  Their  first  act  of  impolicy 
was  to  create  one  Central  Government,  in- 
stead of  those  local  Governments  which 
the  people  were  bent  upon  establishing, 
and,  what  was  more  surprising,  they  com- 
pelled the  Spaniards  to  proclaim  Ferdiifiand 
Vn,  the  very  man  who  had  betrayed  his 
country  to  France.  Ihe  spirits  of  the 
people  soon  began  to  flag,  and  then  ex- 
ternal assistance  was  resorted  to.  .  When 
our  armies  arrived  in  Spain,  the  people 
were,  as  jealous  of  them  as  of  the  armies  of 
France.  This  had  been  witnessed  in  the  - 
case  of  Sir  John  Moore,  and  one  would  na- 
turally suppose  that  this  was  a  lesson  to 
Ministers.  Another  army,  however, 
under  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  was  driven 
into  the  same  snare  by  his  bold  but  rash 
conduct — he  obtained  a  victory,  but  it 
was  followed  by  all  the  consequences  of  a 
defeat ;  the  army  was  left  in  an  unwhole- 
some climate,  and  were  now  about  to  re- 
turn without  having  accomplished  aoy 
thing.  It  was  no  wonder  that  these  things 
should  happen,  when  it  was  found  that  the 
men  who  had  the  conduct  of  affairs  were 
quarrelling  with  each  other,  and  yet  were 
still  permitted  to  send  out  expeditions. 
What  remedy  is  left  for  the  country, under 
these  alarming  circumkances,  but  to  ad- 
dress his  Majesty  ?  If  the  answer  from  the 
Throne  resembled  that  given  recently  to 
the  Common  Council  of  London,  namely 
that  no  enquiry  was  necessary,  he  must 
suppose  that  Ministers  had  wilfully  con- 
cealed the  circumstances  from  his  Majes- 
ty ;  for  if  he  knew  the  ruin  and  contempt 
which  they  brought  upon  the  country,  he 
could  not  but  be  alive  to  their  misconduct 
and  to  the  complaints  of  his  people.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  meeting  to  tell  his 
Majesty  the  truth — he  reminded  them, 
that  every  speech  from  the  King  was  to  be 
considered  as  the  speech  of  Ministers,  and 
therefore  might  be  freely  discussed.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  some  persons  would  ad- 
vise the  people  to  wait  until  Parliament 
met,  and  then  lay  their  grievances  before 
U,  but  what  bad  ezp«rienct  taught  us  on 


the  subject  of  Parliamentaiy  enquiry  ?  It 
was  a  notorious  fact,  that  some  how  or 
other.  Ministers  had  the  power  of  com- 
manding majorities  in  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament. He  conceived,  therefore,  that 
there  was  little  to  hope  for  from  Parlia* 
ment,  and  the  only  resource  lefr  to  tht 
people,  was  to  address  his  Majesty  and 
tell  him  their  real  sentiments.  His  Lord- 
ship  concluded  by  reading  the  following 
Address : 

"  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects^  the  Nobility,  Clergy,  Gen- 
tlemen, and  Freeholders,  of  the  County  of 
Berks,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  Ma- 
jesty's throne,  with  feelings  of  smcere  at- 
tachment and  devotion  to  your  Royal  Per- 
son, of  anxious  solicitude  for  the  honour 
of  your  Crown,  and  the  safety  of  your 
Dominions,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with 
sentiments  of  the  deepest  affliction,  at  the 
perilous  situation  of  the  public  affiiirs  of 
these  kingdoms. 

"  It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  your  Ma- 
jesty of  the  enormous  burdens  impressed 
on  your  people,  for  supporting  the  war 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  of  the  species 
of  taxation  it  has  given  me  to,  novel  in  its 
principle,  offensive  and  invidious  in  its 
collection,  and  oppressive  beyond  all  ex- 
ample in  its  magnitude.  Your'  Majesty 
has  nevertheless  seen  that  your  subjects 
have  patiently,  and  even  cheerfully,  sub- 
mitted to  sacrifices,  as  unexampled  in 
the  history  of  this  country,  as  they  have 
been  injurious  to  numerous  classes  of  its 
inhabitants,  in  the  hope  and  confidence 
that  the  Councils  of  your  Majesty,  being 
directed  by  prudence  and  fidelity,  the 
privations  of  your  subjects  would  be  but 
,  temporary,  and  that  their  zeal  and  sacri- 
fices would  be  ultimately  rewarded  by  the 
security  of  your  Majesty's  throne^  the 
prosperity  of  your  Dommions,  and  the 
confirmation  of  their  own  liberties  and  in* 
dependence:  It  is,  however,  our  duty, 
and  our  misfortune^  to  have  it  lo  state  to 
your  Majesty,  that  we  discover  neither 
wisdom,  prudence,  nor  fidelity,  in  yonr 
Majesty's  Advisers ;  that  their  acta  are 
marked  by  every  appearance  of  rashneasy 
incapacity  and  folly ;  and  that,  under  the 
government  of  persons  so  apparently  inade- 
quate to  avert  the  dangers  and  difficolties, 
we  see  no  end  to  our  misfortunes^ 

*^  We  humbly  crave  f>articularly  to  call 
your  Majesty's  attention  to  the  frnitleM 
effi>rts  of  yonr  gallant  army  durin^^  the  last 
year.    Year  Majeaty'a  Ailf  isctt  bad  S»t 
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their  gaidan^e  and  instruction  in  the  last 
campaign  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  the 
inelancEoly  experience  of  the  fate  of  the 
erer  to  be  lamented  Sir  John  Moore,  and 
tbe  fa£feringi  of  his  brare  followers,  and 
yet  a  second  British  Army,  superior  in 
numbers  to  the  first,  and  alike  conspicuous 
for  its  gallantry  and  zeal,  was  sent  there, 
and  hurried  into  tbe  heart  of  Spain,  for 
no  other  purpose,  than  that  of  making  a 
useless  display  of  valour,  and  meeting  its 
own  destructioD.  We  crave  your  Majesty's 
gracious  attention  likewise  to  the  fatal  hx- 
p^itfon  to  the  Scheldt,  where  the  flower 
of  your  troops,  without  the  opportunity  of 
performing  any  exploit  worthy  of  them, 
were  permitted  for  months  to  perish  by 
diseases  peculiar  to  the  climate,  and  which 
your  Ministers  must  have  known  to  be 
prevalent  there  at  the  time  when  they  thus 
doomed  yoor  Majesty's  troops  to  destruc- 
tton.  At  the  same  time,  we  participate  in 
tbe  satisfiurtion  which  no  doubt  must  be 
feh  by  year  Majesty,  when  in  cont^m- 
platiog  these  national  disasters  you  ob- 
serve, that  tbe  character  of  your  army  was 
every  where  exalted,  and  that  its  undaunt- 
ed valour  has  always  risen  in  proportion 
to  the  difficulties  which  it  has  had  to  en- 
counter; a  consideration,  however,  which 
nrast  increase  the  regret,  and  aggravate 
tbe  disappointment  which  these  disasters 
have  occasioned. 

"  It  is  with  equal  grief  and  shame  we  are 
compelled  further  to  submit  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's attention  that  whilst  the  armies  of 
your  empire  virere  |}erishing  by  famine 
and  tbe  sword  in  Spain,  and  by  disease  in 
Wakheren,  your  Majesty's  Ministers,  re- 
gsodless  alike  of  the  honour  of  their  Sove- 
reign, and  the  dangers  of  the  country, 
have  consumed  the  time  (which  ought  to 
have  been  exclusively  directed  to  the 
public  service)  in  the  most  disgraceful 
squabbles,  intrigues,  and  cabals,  and  have 
Bot  hesitated,  by  publishing  their  transac- 
tion to  the  world,  to  expose  your  Ma* 
jesty's  councils,  and  the  character  of  your 
Oovemment,  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt 
oTsurrounding  nations,  and  to  prove  them- 
»lves  the  faithless  and  unworthy  servants 
of  your  Majesty  and  of  the  public.  We 
hamblv,  therefore,  supplicate  yoor  Ma- 
jesty, tliat  you  will  be  pleased  to  constitute 
a  most  rigid  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
calamitous  issue  of  the  two  expeditions  to 
Spafn  aod  tbe  Scheldt,  and  we  rest  assured, 
tiiai  your  Majesty  will  do  all  that  is  in 
your  power  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 


similar  disasters  by  bringing  to  condign 
punishment,  the  authors  of  our  misfortunes. 
We  cannot  conclude  this  our  humble  Peti- 
tion to  your  Majesty,  without  alluding  to 
your  Majesty's  gracious  answer  (o  a  similar 
Petition  from  the  Mayor  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  London  ;  in  which 
your  Majesty  is  pleased  to  refer  the  Peti- 
tion to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament.  We 
presume  to  state  to  your  Majesty,  that  we 
have  seen  for  years  past,  with  the  deepest 
concern,  that  attempts  to  procure  Parlia- 
mentary enquiry  upon  the  subject  of  our 
national  misfortunes  have,  in  all  cases; 
been  unsuccessful;  and  in  the  course  of 
the  last  Session  we  witnessed,  with  not  less 
astonishment  than  indignation,  that  a  sys- 
tem was  adopted,  and  almost  proclaimed, of 
protecting  public  men  from  public  enquiry 
— a  system  which  is  in  direct  defiance  of 
the  uniform  practice  ef  the  best  periods  of 
our  history,  and  the  most  undoubted  and  in- 
valuable principles  of  the  constitution.  It 
is  on  this  account  that  we  presume  to  pre- 
fer this  our  Petition  to  your  Majesty ;  in 
doing  which  we  have  the  happiness  to  ex- 
ercise that  great  and  constitutional  privi- 
lege which  was  attempted  to  be  taken  from 
our  ancestors  by  tbe  arbitrary  and  unprin** 
cipled  advisers  of  the  house  of  Stuart,'  but 
which  was  for  ever  secured  to  us  by  that 

florious  Revolution  which  produced  the 
appy  succession  of  your  Majesty's  family 
to  the  Throne  of  these  realms." 

Mb.  Blandt  seconded  the  motion  for 
the  Address. 

Mr.  Mathew  Montague  then  rose. 
He  rejoiced  in  the  opportunity  now  given 
him  of  expressing  his  most  cordial  appro- 
bation of  the  important  privileges  given 
by  the  constitution  to  the  people,  of  thus 
meeting  together  and  publicly  discussing 
the  afiairs  of  the  state.  He  recognised,  in 
its  fullest  extent,  the  right  of  the  subject 
to  petition  the  King,  and  he  also  approved 
of  that  Resolution  of  the  Meeting  which 
gave  every  freeholder,  great  or  small,  the 
privilege  of  delivering  his  sentiments.  He 
considered  such  meetings  as  calculated  to 
check  and  controul  the  King  and  Parli- 
ment,  if  either  was  disposed  to  trench  on 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  But  while  he 
recognised  these  true  and  undoubted  Eng^ 
lish  principles,  he  could  not  conscienti- 
ously say  that  it  was  judicious  at  present 
to  discuss  the  state  of  public  afiairs  in  so 
full  a  meeting.  (Hear,  ficar !  )  He  thought 
that  if  tfie  Meeting  had  been  confined  to  a 
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«maJler  number  of  individuals,  every  pur- 
pose might  have  been  answered.  As  it 
.was,  however,  he  hoped  that  Englishmen 
when  addressed  would  consult  their  rea^ 
sons  as  weU  as  their  passions.  He  would 
jfchos  early  say  that  he  by  nO  means  came 
io  the  same  conclusions  with  the  Noble 
Lordl  as  to  the  present  state  of  puMic  af- 
iairs^  ^d  he  begged  that  the  Meeting 
would  hear  him  patiently  if  what  he  said 
had  reason  in  it.  (Much  laughter.)  There 
was  a  sort  of  slur  cast  on  Gentlemen  who 
opposed  popular  addresses,  and  on  this 
account  he  thought  it  necessary  to  profess 
that  he  had  no  selfish  or  sinister  obiect  to 
serve ;  his  wish  vyas  to  speak  honestly  and 
independently.  When  the  Noble  Lord 
spoke  of  the  alarming  state  of  public  af- 
fairs, he  perfectly  agreed  ^ith  him  that 
they  were  alarming ;  but  if  affairs  were 
alarming,  let  us  beware  oF  trusting  to  the 
representations  of  any  set  of  men  what^ 
.ever;  let  us  beware  lest  in  ihe  heat  of  the 
moment  we  awaken  against  each  other 
feelings  which  should  only  be  excited 
Against  the  common  enemy.  One  great 
cause  of  our  alarm,  was  the  unity,  vigour 
And  capacity  which  directed  the  Govern- 
ment of  France ;  ought  we  not  then  to 
beware  of  throwing  difHculties  and  dis- 
sensions in  the  way  of  those  whose  busi- 
ness it  was  to  meet  the  mighty  arm  of 
France  ?  With  respect  to  Ireland,  be  saw 
no  grounds  for  any  alarm  on  that  score  ; 
he  considered  that  country  as  more  tran- 
quil at  present  than  it  had  been  in  former 
times. .  As  to  the  introduction  of  foreign 
troops,  he  did  not  think  it  fair  to  call  to 
the  recollection  of  the  Meeting  the  anti- 
pathies of  our  ancestors  to  Dutch  troops, 
particularly  at  a  time  when  our  own  stand- 
ing army  w^  so  small,  th^t  the  King 
might  have  overturned  the  constitution 
and  destroyed  the  liberties  of  bis  subjects, 
by  means  of  a  handful  of  foreign  soldiers. 
With  respect  to  the  other  causes  of  com- 
plaint against  Ministers,  the  grounds  ge- 
nerally taken,  and  indeed  the  broadest  of 
all|  was  the  failure  of  our  foreign  expedi- 
tions. He  had  no  doubt,  however,  that 
when  these  expeditions  came  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  proper  place,  namely,  in 
Parliament,  the  people  would  be  eruibled 
coolly  tojudge  for  themselves:  it  was  im- 
possiblcf  a^  a  public  meeting  like  the  pre- 
sent, to  enter  into  all  the  various  views  of 
policy  which  actuated  Ministers  in  fitting 
•al  these  expeditions.  He  would  not  at- 
tempt to  enter  into  to  widt  a  field.     He 


did  not  flinch  from  the  su^jiject,  because 
he  dreaded  to  meet  the  subject ;  but  he 
challenged  the  Npble  Lord  to  say,  whe- 
ther in  subjects  of  such  importance  wt 
ought  to  lose  that  spirit  of  gqod  fellowship 
and  unanimity  so  necessary  to  carry  ^q& 
throngh  ourdiiBcultif:^,  on  acconnt  of  Mi- 
nisters? He  thanked  God  that  it  was  not 
of  any  importance  to  the  public  at  large 
wlio  were  Ministers — (a  load  iavgh,)-^ 
There  were  talents  enough  stitl  hi  the 
country  to  supply  the  plac(>s  of  those  now 
in  power  if  they  gave  offence.— Gentle- 
men, said  Mr.  Montague,  let  us  despise 
those  men  who  talk  of  apy  set  of  men  as 
fit  to  be  Ministers— let  us  demise  those 
persons,  who,  by  appealing  to  the  pas- 
sions of  the  pojpulace,  think  to  gratify 
tlieir  ambition,  if  not  their  avarice.  Gen- 
tlemen, do  you  suppose  th.it  P^rliauMot 
will  not  institute  a  rigid  enquiry  ints 
all  the  subjects  of  complaint  that  may 
be  brought  before  it?  Has  Partiaateot 
ever  been  deficient  in  doing  its  duly?— 
(Always,  exclaimed  a  hundred  voices). 
What !  Was  Mr.  Fox?  (A.  J%^  nem 
listened  to  hhn,)  What  do  you  meao-r^s 
you  want  to  substitute  yourselves  for  the 
Parliament  ?  What  is  your  groend  of 
complaint?  (A.  Its  mcampeiem.)  I  can't 
help  that — (Loud  laughter).  What,  art 
we  better  able  to  understand  the  various 
points  connected  with  these  expedhioos 
than  the  Parliament?  can  we  send  fof 
Lord  Chatham  or  the  Admiral  of  the  Fleet? 
Has  the  Sheriff  any  power  over  them?  In 
short,  1  deny  that  it  is  in  our  power  to  in- 
terfere except  by  overturning  the  Stitte  M 
once. — Is  the  Parliament  to  be  put  d«WD> 
because  certain  gentlemen  are  out  of  ten* 
per  with  it  ?  Do  you  believe,  that»by  en- 
deavouring to  destroy  the  bulwarks  of  the 
Constitution,  we  shall  be  better  able  to  pot 
down  Buonaparte  ?  Why  it  this  violent 
and  intemperate  Address  (groans  and  hisses) 
to  be  voted  one  week  before  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament  ?  I  am  for  distruatiiig 
those  who  will  not  wait  until  Parliament 
meets.  Do  you  believe  that  the  King  will 
dismiss  his  Ministers  before  he  has  con- 
sulted Parliament?     Is  he  a  stout-hearted 

Englishman  if  hedoes? Hebelieved  (hat 

the  present  Parliament ^as  as  honest  a  one 
as  ever  sat  in  England.  It  introduced  and 
established  many  of  those  liberties  which 
we  now  enjoy ;  and  if  th^»y  are  overturned, 
it  must  be  by  want  of  unanimity  ami>ng 
ourselves.  He  would  maintain,  that  those 
who  stood  up  to  excite  dissensions  at  the 
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present  moment^  assisted  the  emmy.  He 
did  not  think,  with  a  Noble  Lord,  diat  we 
ihoold  be  bettered  by  losing  India.  Per- 
haps the  Noble  Lora  wQuld  throw  away 
the  West  Indies  on  the  same  ground  !~*- 
Witb  respect  to  our  Expeditions:  was  it  to 
he  said,  that,  because  they  were  unsuecess- 
hi,  the  jToiinds  were  impolitic  or  un- 
wise? ^itk  respect  to  Spain,  he  did 
n<A  thmk  that  the  Government  could 
bave  acted  otherwise  than  they  did.  They 
cocid  not  Irnowtbat  the i)pfiniarda were  cow- 
ards ootil  tbty  vtrere  in  the  field  with  them. 
•*-"  t  next  come  to  the  dissensions  among 
Ministers  themselves,  f  admit  that^  no- 
thing could  be  more  disgraceful  but  I  see 
no  use  in  noticing  them  here. — ^This  1  will 
say,  however,  that  those  who  quarrelled 
with  eadi  other  were  no  patriots,  and, 
thank  God,  they  are  now  out.  Of  course 
fiothing  in  the  Address  now  proposed 
can  apply  to  ministers  09  that  score; 
and  as  for  the  Duke  of  Portland,  we 
all  know  that  he  is  out,  done,  gone, 
fjead — (muck  laughter). — Those  who  re- 
main are  sot  the  men  who  planned  or  exe- 
cuted the  expeditions  so.  much  talked  of; 
bat  if  any  of  them  do  remain  in  the  Cabi- 
net, let  them  answer  for  it.  I  can  see  no 
other  objject  iti  this  Address,  than  the  dis- 
Btssal  of  Ministers,  with  this  addition, 
that  its  language  Sends  to  degrade  and  su- 
persede Rirliament.  I  see  nothing  but 
ihe  advantage  of  the  enemy  in  this  Ad- 
dress. Happy  and  glorious  will  be  the 
day  to  Buonaparte  when  he  sees  it. 
Leave  the  business  to  Parliament,  and  if 
they  don't  take  it  up,  let  us  meet  again. 
And  now,  for  the  informatioii  of  those  who 
may  vote  with  me,  I  must  explain  that  I 
do  not  ask  them  to  reject  the  Address,  but 
only  to  hang  it  up  until  its  objects  can  be 
more  e&ciually  attaiaed.  I  never  knew 
any  Ministry  so  iittlc  supported  by  strength 
of  party  as  the  present.  Was  there  any 
difficulty  in  punishing  the  King's  son! 
aye,  and  perhaps  his  favourite  son  too  t" 
(Htna  did  you  vote,  Mr,  Montague,  on  that 
occanonf  said  a  freeholder.'^-No  answer.) 
tie  concluded  by  exhorting  the  freeholders 
to  sospend  the  expression  of  their  senti- 
im;n ts  until  they  saw  what  Parliament 
would  do. 

Da.  Bakitt  said  he  agreed  with  the  last 
speaker  in  the  propriety  of  withboldinff 
the  declaration  of  their  sedtinnents  until 
ifter  the  mectinje^  of  Parliament.  He  did 
not  see  what  businei<s  the  CouBt3r  of  Berks 
had  to  reseat  the  ^dignity  which  the  City 


of  London  had  received  froiA  Ministers. 
He  had  a  better  opinion  of  Parliament 
than  the  Noble  Lord,  and  if  Ministers  had 
done  wrong,  he  thought  they  should  be 
brought  to  account  in  a  constitutional 
manner.  The  Uev.  Doctor  pronounced  a 
warm  panegyric  on  Ministers,  for  their 
forbearance  ip  not  suspending  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act,  and  for  permitting  the  undi* 
minished  exercise  of  the  liberty  of  the 
press.  With  respect  to  these  expeditions 
which  had  been  called  rash,  it  ought  to  be 
recollected  that  rash  enterprizes  were 
sometimes  successful — Their  system  of 
taxation  was  very  copsideratt.  (Loud 
laugkur,  mixed  mtk  hi$$ing  ) 

Ma.  Hallet  warmly  supported  the  Ad^ 
dress.  He  declared  it  to  be  his  firm  coiH 
viction,  that  the  country  could  not  \M 
saved  without  a  reibrm  in  Parliament— • 
(Loudappiauses). — Lord  Castlereagh  open* 
ly  avowed  that  he  had  trafficked  for  a  Seat 
in  Parliament,  and  yet  they  did  nut  turtt 
him  out ;  and  although  the  same  Parlia^ 
ment  was  told  that  two  of  the  King's  Mi* 
nisters  had  frightened  a  Member  out  of 
his  seat,  because  he  had  the  boldness  ta 
tell  them  he  would  vote  in  the  Duke  of 
York's  business  according  to  his  conr* 
science,  yet  the  offenders  were  not  ex- 
pelled. He  concluded  by  assuring  tho 
meeting  that  he  was  no  party  man— theiro 
was  no  title,  no  distinction,  cmd  no  gifl^ 
which  he  would  accept  of  at  the  hands  of 
his  Majesty's  Ministers,  nor  would  he  touch 
^  farthing  of  the  public  moifey,  however 
circuitously  it  might  be  conveyed  to  him. 

Mr.  Croft  said  a  few  words  in  support 
of  the  Address. 

Mr.  Marsh  (of  Reading)  deprecated  th» 
line  of  policy  pursued  by  Ministers  td^ 
wards  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  He  then 
animadverted  successii'ely  on  the  expedi- 
tions to  Copenhagen,  Spain,  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  the  Scheldt.  The  puny  ef- 
forts made  to  create  diversions  in  favour 
of  Austria  and  Spain,  resembled  the  de- 
molition of  a  gingerbread  giant  by  a 
school- boy,  who  generally  bejgan  by  nib- 
bling olf  his  toes  and  fingers.  (A  laugh,) 
He  thought  the  indignity  offered  by  Mi- 
nisters to  the  City  of  London,  was  a  mean 
attempt  t^i  throw  the  hatred  of  the  people 
from  themselves  upon  the  shoulders  of  our 
gracious  Sovereign.  Such  conduct  would 
produce  more  Jacobins  and  Whigs  than 
all  the  Tom  Paines  that  ever  lived. — ^Their 
only  care  was  to  keep  peace  with  a  Bo- 
rough-monger. (Htar,hewrf)  *'  What  (said 
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Sir.  Marsh)  are  we  to  tit  down  quietly 
«cid  trust  to  the  investi^tion  of  PaHia- 
inent,  after  the  specimen,  they  gave  us  of 
their  inte^ity  in  the  Duke  of  York's  buM- 
Hess  ?— Did  they  iwt  gravely  tell  us>  that 
there  was  neither  corruption  nor  con- 
Aitance  at  corruption !— but  did  the  Peo- 
(lit  believe  them?  No!  He  was  certain 
that  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine^  in 
every  thousand  individuals  iii  the  Country, 
tifere  of  a  contrary  opinion.  He  trusted 
that  the  Ctnmtrr  wouM  «)Way«  b^  able  to 
defend  itself,  botb  against  foreign  and 
domestic  foes.  The  ancients  had  repre- 
sented Liberty  as  a  beautiful  nymph,  and 
worshipped  her  as  a  goddess;  and,  like 
most  ladies^  she  required  a  little  watching 
{a  Icaigh),  Our  ancestors  celebrated  her 
rites  every  three  years;  but  septennial 
Parliaments  were  soon  iptroduced,  and  the 
homage  paid  by  Parliament  to  her  shrhie 
became  less  fervent.— He  condoded,  by 
saying  that  he  had  no  doubt  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  had  not  received  a  German 
education,  bot  was  an  Englishman  every 
inch  of  him,  would  tell  his  father,  that  the 
people  of  this  country  were  not  to  be 
goaded  too  hx  without  resenting  it'' 

Ma.  DtAifEy  of  Waltham,  supported  the 
Address.  He  went  into  a  long  detail  on 
Ihe  sobfect  of  the  Assessed  Tafxes,  and  was 
heard  with  much  attention. — ^In  the  course 
of  his  speech  he  stated  that,  the  Surveyor 
under'  the  Assessed  Taxes  bad  recently 
surcharged  a  gentleman  who  kept  a  Tax- 
cart,  because  he  had  the  luxury  of  a 
imshion  on  the  seat  of  it.  He  supposed 
ihat  if  a  man  was  to  sit  In  a  Taxed-cart 
With  stuffing  in  his  breeches,  the  Surveyor 
would  tell  him,  that  under  the  Act  he  had 
no  right  to  wear  breeches  in  a  Tax-cart. 
Mr.  Deane  concluded  with  a  motion, whieh 
was  unanimously  carried,  to  instruct  the 
County  Members  to  apply  to  Parliament 
for  a  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  Assessed 
Tax  Act,  which  vested  the  powers  of  de- 
ciding on  appeals,  in  the  haiMls  of  Com- 
missioners appointed  under  the  Act,  and 
took  it  out  of  the  Courts  of  Law. 

Mr.  Goodlakb  supported  the  Address^ ' 
m  an  animated  anid  energetic  speech. 
Alluding  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Montague,  respecting  the  present  being  an 
^  i4 1 -timed  Address,  that  -was  an  old  and 
stale  trick  with  the  friends  of  Ministers  at 


all  public  meetings.  What  had  fallen 
from  Mr.  D(*aoe  on  the  subject  of  the  as- 
sessed taxes,  proved  that  no  complaint 
cfbuld  be  ill*timed.  Much  had  been  said 
of  oar  distant  calamities,  and  he  tnsted 
the  efiect  of  the  present  Address  would  be 
to  induce  his  Majesty  to  do  his  utmost  to 
check  corruption  in  the  Parliament,  and 
redress  the  giierances  of  the  subject.  With 
respect  to  the  assessed  taxes,  he  could  say 
from  bit  own  experidice,  as  a  Commis- 
<!■■<■  wmkM  %m  Aet,  that  U»  InApeetois 
and  Sorv«yon  had  arrogated  so  much 
power,  and  behaved  so  insolently,  that  he 
had  ceased  to  act  as  a  Commissioner  of 
Taxes  while  the  oppressive  and  arbitrary 
clauses  were  in  force. 

Mr.  Sills^  of  Abingdon,  said  afew  words 
in  support  of  the  Address. 

Lord  Folkestone  shortly  replied.  He 
called  upon  the  hon.  fent.  (Mr.  Mon- 
tague) to  tell  the  meeting  who  the  men* 
were  who  were  actuated  by  motives  of 
ambition  and  avarice  in  calnng  the  pre- 
sent meecbg?  (Name!  tutihe!  resounded 
from  all  parts,  but  Mr.  Montague  made  no 
answer.)  His  Lordship  then  read  a  Resoro- 
tion  of  the  House  ^fCommonsin  liSO,;^- 
pelHnga  Member  for  calling,  in  question 
the  right  of  the  subjects  to  petition. 

The  question  being  then  called  for,  the' 
Sheriff  desired  tl;iose  who  ineant 'tfivoce 
for  the^  Address  t^  hold  up  their  hands, 
when  all,  except- a  very  smalT  nbiffiSf, 
voted  in  this  manner,  and  lond  acclama- 
tions resounded  through  the'  Hall  Three 
or  four  only  held  up  their  hands  for  Mr. 
Montague's  motion  against  the  Address. 

Mr.  C.  Dundas  then  rose,  and  stated, 
that  it  gave  him  much  satisfaction  to  de- 
clare, that  he  perfectly  coincided  wi^  the 
sentiments  of  the  Addi'ess  that  had '  besh' 
voted.  On  the  subject  of  the  'grievances 
under  the  Assessed  Tax  Act,  he  could  as- 
sure the  Meeting,  that  he  would  be  hap|!^ 
to  listen  to  any  complaints  that  were  mad^ 
/to  him,  and  would  cheerfully  bring  them 
before  Parliament^^^fiis  speech  was  re- 
ceived with  great  applause. 

It  was  then  resolved  that  the  Address, 
and  the  King's-  Answer  when  received, 
i^hould  be  inserted  In  the  Ci6unty,  and  ia 
all  the  London  Newspapers,  and  ihel&Ieet- 
iilg  broke  up  about  five  o'clock. 
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"  Mny  pubKe  Officers  and  AccoanUnts  have  raised  great  £ita(et  to  tkemetvef ,  ajt  the  eapeoce  oT 
"  ^  Public,  when  it  is  evident  they  haVe  bad  no  lawful  means  to  attain  them :  anl  several  pertooi, 
"  vtaeduty  it  was  to  hinder  such  Exorlntancies,  measanng  ihe:r  requeste  rather  by  their  own  avaricv. 
**  Xbm  hy  fheJr  iMrit,  have  obtained  for  themselves  Grants  to  such  a  value,  as  in  fbrttgoing  Heigns  have  i 
**  been  erteemed  large  Sappiies  towards  ^reat  and  public  services :  which  has  be<*n  another  great  caustf 
**  cC  the  Dehl  that  lies  upon  the  nation.  This  geoenl  misniaoapeaieot  of  the  pnbiic  affairs  did  actually 
'*  lyiead  itself  orisr  the  whole  kingdom,  aod  seems  to  be  owiog  Co  a  disposition  of  Offices  and  Piacei, 
'*  when  mff  wcf«  rather  chosen  for  tlteir  indmattom  io  iierve  «  P«r/y,  than  for  their  qudHfictimTU  to 
"i&ie  ike  rtAVic.  And  these  men  being  conscious  to  themselves  of  the  many  Frauds  and  Offences 
*'aikmiUed  against  the  PubBe,  have  no  ofker  hopes  to  shelter  themselves  from  Justice,  THAN  BT 
M  TIKIKG  AWAY  T0E  RKPUTATIOK  OP  THOSR  WHO  DESIRE  TO  DO  RIGHT  TO  THEIft 
'!^WNTRY  BY  DETI-XmNG  THEIR-  INIQUITIES;   and  be'mg  UNITED  IN  GUILT  AND  IN- 


*  grace «ttd  favour,  win,  in  due  time,  be  redressed  and  rcii'.aved,  by  FOKistfirfc  those,  Who  have  been 
V  %anBt  of  the«,  aod  by  eutnisting  none  in  the  administratfDQ  of  pablic  aifiiirs,  who,  for  theh*  own 
"  prrnvte  Mhrantage,  have  manifectly  contributed  to  the  <;alamity  of  their  Country.*'—- ^-Amotftsa  or  Tfli 
HMa  OP  CoaoroRs  to  Quesn  Anne,  in  1702. 

W]  r^ 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

PtcULATiON. Is  it  possible  to  read 

the  Motto  to  this  Number,  without  making 
•  oenipaasoii  between  the  House  of  Gom- 
modt  ki  tbe  reigu  of  Qt7£t:i9  AirKS  aMi 
tiiMfe  ki  tlii^  Jubilee  R«ign?  When  hare 
iv^y  doniig  this  retgo,  heard  soch  language 
firmrKoiM ^Commons;  and,  shaU  we 

«^Aer  UeAr  it  again  ? This  language  was 

addrtflied  to  §u?en  Anne  the  first  hour,  as 
k  ivttrt,  of  her  coming  to  the  thro!>e ;  and 
te'dKlseqdcfnce  of  it  was  a  reform  in 
ev«t]f'^p4rtmeiit  of  tbe  public  expendi- 
taw?  bot,  tbe  Dutch  King  hdd  c«5ntraoted 
.  ttfrM^theall-encbaiDingandall-corrant- 
WS^'Miii  that  curse  remained)  and  it  has 
pri^ttiuioreasing  in  misehierous  ^ects, 
WMtt'as  la  it*  amount,  until  th^  nation  is 
itttlnit  «bate;  which  tbe  original  opponents 

•f  %|fiebt  fdretold  that  it  would  be. 

Skt^ilin  the  reign  of  William  III.  Pecu- 
JWiiifch^lil  etcaeer-with  the  public  money; 
iiwi  %ra«,'at  fhat  lime,  a  fiubject  of  con^ 
pMnty  what  would  tbe  ssune  House  of  Com- 
noat  iHkve  said,  if  they  had  existed  ai  this 
^k^  wbao  a  sum  equal  to  the  r/hole  of  the 
Ima  tatted*  in  the  reisn  of  Uueen  Anne, 
wigMHy,  Wduld  Koarcely  supply  the  an- 

aaal  amooac  of  ^^ra«ta  h In  this  Address 

a(  tbe  Haose  of  Coiwmonsto'  Queen  Amw, 
^b«e  ir  a  passage,  whence  th^  reader  of 
4m  pt^Moii  day  will  clearly  pei^ive^  that 
IMb  UMoH,  hata  always  played  tbe 
» triobt,  ted  etpecially  thc(  trick  of  ca* 
'  iting,  HI  dl  taanner  of  w^3rs,  ^lose 
wIm  iNKfe  «ad^T0iirad  w  daiact 
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their  Tillainies.  "  These  men/'  said  that 
truly  Honourable  House  of  Commons, 
*'  These  men,  being  conscious  to  them*^ 
«*  selves  of  the  many  frauds  and  offences, 
•*  committed  against.the  public^  have  NO 
<'  OSTHER  HOPES  TO  SHELTER 
<'  THEMSELVES  FROM  JUSTICE, 
<'  THAN  BY  TAKIKG  AWAY  THE  RE- 
"  PUTATION  OF  THOSE  WHO  DE- 
'^SniE  TO  DO  RIGHT  TO  THEIK 
"  COUNTRY  BY  DETECTING  THEIR 

''  INIQUITIES." Reader,  need  I  point 

out  to  you  tbe  recent  cases,  wherein  the 
conduct  of  the  Public  Robbers  of  King 
William's  reign  has  been  so  happily  imr* 
tated  ?  I  had  not  tbis^  AtWress  in  my  mind, 
nor  do  I  know  that  I  hud  eter  read  it, 
wbeh,  last  summer,  I  obserfed,  wfth  re- 
spect to  the  garbled  documents  and  other 
publications  respecting  lae,  that,  in  blast- 
mg  the  reputation  of  those  who  endea- 
voured to  expose  them;  consisted  tbe  only 
hope  of  the  Public  Robbers  *  la  shelkr 
«  jketrmJvfifnmjtxuice'^  I  gave  this  sen- 
tim^t  to  the  reader  in  aloiost  the  rery 
words,  in  whicb  it  had  l>een  expressed  to 
Queen  ^Anne  a  hundred  and  seven  yeari 
before  by  a  Hou^  of  Comrnom  ihmed  for 
its  wisdom  and  its  integrity.— It  is  of  the 
greatest  possible  importance,  that  the  pub- 
lic, that  the  pre|p/e  in  general,  shoM  beat 
this  sentiment  in  mind ;  and  should  be 
ccfutantly  upon  that  guard  agaijjg^  the  va- 
rious arts,  wbl^h  are>  ^aad  iffhich  alwaya 
will  be,  made  use  of  by  the  POblifc  Rob^ 
bers,  for  tbe  purpose  of  destroying  tha 
raputa^B^  of*  tbose  wiia  bava  tfaa  iij>itit 
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to  expose  their  robberies.  "  Being."  said 
that  wise  and  virtuous  House  of  Commoiis ; 
"  Beinj?  UNITED  IN  GUILT  AND  IN- 
*'  'Teres T,  they  endeavour  to  amuse  and 
*'  impose  upon  those,  whose  posterity,  we 
'*  have  too  much  r^sason  to  tear,  will 
*»  GROAN  UNDER  the  sad  effects  of  the 
"  wickedness  of  the  one,  and  the  credu- 

"  lity  of  ihe  oiher." Alas !  how  fully 

has  this  fearful  prediction  been  realized  ! 
We  do,  indeed,  groan,  literally  groan, 
under  the  burdens,  which  have  grown  out 
of  that  system  of  pcdulatron,  of  the  first 
l^ise  of  which  this  House  of  Commons 
oompUined ;  and,  let  us  always  bear 
in  mind,  that  this  terrible  system  never 
could  have  gut  to  any  head,  had  not  the 
people  been  credulous  enough'  to  listen  to 
tfic  catwTmies,  which  the  peculators  propa- 
gated agarnst  the  enemies  of  peculation. 
''  United  in  guilt,  and  interest,  they  endea- 
'*  vour  to  amuse,  and  mpose  upon  the  peo- 
"  pie."  Just  as  they  do  now.  Exactly 
as  they  do  now.  Only  now^  tbe  times  are 
such,  that  the  lunger  success  of  such  en- 
deavours must  inevitably  sink  this  nation 
into  a  stale,  not  of  what  is  commonly  call- 
ed ridn,  but  of  actual  submission  to  a  fo- 
reign yoke.  The  people  have,  in  fact, 
been  their  own  undoers,  not  intentionally, 
to  be  sure,  but  still  they  must  take  a  prreat 
•hare  of  tbe  blame  to  themselves.  They 
kave  been  the  instruments,  the  tools,  in  the 
hands  of  others;  but,  it  must  be  confessed, 
that,  in  but  too  many  iivstances,  they 
have  been  the  mUing  instruments.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  in  the  mind  of  any  ra- 
tional man,  that  the  City  of  London ;  that 
the  tameness  of  that  City  ;  that  its  having 
been  made  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  the  minister  of  the  day :  there  can  be 
BO  doubt>  that  this  City,  thus  made  use  o^^ 
has  been  a  principal  cause  of  the  present 
dangers  of  the  kmgdom.  The  people  of 
the  City  of  London  were  amused  and  im- 
posed  upon ;  they  were  persuaded  to  be- 
lieve, that  "  all  those  who  desired  to  do 
right  to  their  country''  were  jacobins,  le- 
Tellors,  republicans,  rebels,  traitors,  sans- 
culottes; no  matter  by  what,  or  by  how 
many  names,  those  persons  were  called ; 
the  people  of  the  City  of  London  were 
persuaded  to  believe,  that  all  such  per- 
sons were  enemies  of  their  country.  Charge 
any  man  with  frauds  and  offences  against 
the  public ;  why,  what  was  the  answer  to 
you  ?  "  You  are  a  jacobin,  and  want  to 
'*  overturn  all  Cfrdsr  and  gavemment," 
S^di  w^  ,ih#  a«ijwer,<;whicb,  for  years 
tMy^i  was  re<;eiT«l:;by  that  truly  ^x- 
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cellent  man,  Mr.  Waitmman,  who  has 
lived  to  see  arrive  all,  yea  all,  the  natiudai 
calamities  that  he,  from  time  to  time,  pre- 
dicted, and  many  others,  which  neither 
he  nor  any  other  man  could  have  possibly 
imagined.  For  many  years,  Mr.  VVaitb^ 
MAN  was  called  vi  jacobin  and  kvetUr;  be 
was  so  called  because  he  made  a  niotron' 
to  address  the  king  for  an  inquiry  into  the. 
shameful  failure  at  the  Helder.  Nay,^  as- 
often  as  he  rose  his  voice  against  any  act 
of  folly  or  corruption,  or  national  misma-' 
nagemeiit  of  any  sort,  so  often  was  he* 

called   a  jacobin  and  leveller. What 

was  the  natural  consequence  of  this  cry, 
to  join  in  which  a  great  majority  of  th»^ 
City  were  persuaded  ?  what  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  this  ?  Not,  perhaps,  that  Mr. 
Waiihman  would  give  the  thing  up  ;  that 
he  would  retire  to  his  home  in  disgust, 
and  abandon  his  country  to  its  fate  :  this, 
perhaps,  was  not  to  be  expected  :  but,  it 
was  to  be  expected,  that  many  many 
others,  thont^h  cnterlaii)inj  the  same  sen- 
timents as  Mr.  Waithman,  but  having  less 
political  corn-age,  would  be  deterred  from 
coming  forward.  There  are  very  few 
men,  who  have  the  courage^  to  meet  such 
a  host  of  slanderers  as  were  set  to  ivork 
upon  Mr.  Waithman.  The  mere  tim« 
and  labour  of  giving  a  s'unple  negative  jto 
each  of  their  downright  Lies  are  more 
than  any  man  has  at  his  command.  If,. 
during  threemonths  of  the  last.year,  I  had 
written  only  a  simple  assertion,  in  contra- 
diction to  every  Lie  that  was*  during  tbat 
time,  published  against  me,  it  would  hafe 
taken  up  the  whole  qf  my  titne.  No  won- 
der, therefore,  that  men,  in  general^  should 
be  afraid  of  exposing  themsel^s  to  such  a 

swarm  of  calumniators ! ^The  wjretches^ 

who  are  employed  for  this  purpose,^  are 
ajraid  qf  no  conscijutnces^;  they  have '  no- 
thing to  apprehend ;  they  thcmBelyes 
have  no  character  to  lose ;  from  the  m%- 
ture  of  their  o(&ce,.they  must  be  destitute 
of  all  sense  of  honour  and  of  shame;  and^ 
generally,  their  associates  are  of  the  very 
worst  description  of  men  and  womeife 
But,  while  they  are,  from  these  causes* 
quite  fearless  and  callous,  the  world*  do 
not  know^  and  cannot  know,  that  such  is 
the  case.  Whatever  ^ets  into>  print  car- 
ries some  ^2cgrac  of  credit  with  it;  and*  it 
is  next  to  impossible,  that,  by  some  pari  of 
the  people  composing  a  whole  nation,  tho- 
calumme%  though  pure  inventions  of  such 
wretches  aa  I  have  described,  should  not . 
pass  for  (ruthsf  and  should  not  produce,  at 
leasts  some  efiect,  upon  tbe  minds  of«>iL. 
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put  of  the  people ;  and,  as  no  good  m^n, 
no  man  of  proper  sentiments^  can,  wichcmt 
pain,  know,  that  he  is  looked  upon,  bjr  a 
considerable  pert  of  his  coantrymen/as 
be'mg  a  viitatn;    so,  there  are  very  feiv 
menkdeed,  especially  if  they  have  fami- 
lies arhose  ieetings  also  are  to  be  consult- 
ed, who  can  master  up  the  courage  toex- 
p<»e  tbemselres  to   the  torrents  of  lies, 
w\uch  are  sure  to  be  poured  out  against 
tbem,  the  moment  they  openly  declare 
themseJfes  the  enemies  of  public  robbery. 
For  my  own  part,  I  have  now  been  so  long 
used  to  bear  the  calumnies  of  these  mi^M-' 
able  wretches,  and  am  so  happy  in  Me 
conicioQS  innocence,  .good  sense,  and  for- 
titude of  those,  whose  uneasiness  under  a 
participation  in  such  calumnies  could  not 
fail  d<^lv  to  afiect  me,  that  I  care  no- 
thi^atali  about  any  thing  i  that  is  said 
against  me,  through  such .  chaiiinels.      I 
kaow,  that  there  is  a  certain  part  of  the 
people,   who    believe    that    I  am    what 
the  advocates  of  the  Public  Robbers  de- 
scribe mc  to  be.    Very  many  there  are, 
>vbo,  from  a  refinentent  in  baseness,  only 
ofict  to  believe  it ;  who  ^iioto  better,  but, 
Wie  me  very  desurout  that  othen:  sliould 
c6atimie  in  error, .  But,  after  all,  1  kaow, 
that  there  are,  and  that  the^e.mast  be,  a 
great  nonber  of  people,  who  do  sincerely 
believe,  that  1  am  what  the  advocates  of 
the  Robbers  describe  me  to  be.     Weil ; 
I  •cannot  help  this.     It  is  no  f^oit  of  mine. 
Iloow,  that  the  greater  part  ofwell*in- 
fomed  penple  are  perfectly  conaiBCcd, 
that  ail  thai  has  .been  said  againaS  me  by 
time  knaves  &  iaise.    And,  then,  I  have 
ahrays  perceived,  that  one  efiecl  of  such 
abominable  ,  falsehoods    being  published 
agaitist  me  is»  to  create  inquiry,  personal 
inqm^  into  my  character,  and  my  cen- 
daefmprtvate  life;   and,  such  inquiry 
has  jifomced  a  wonderful  impression  in 
my  nnmsi     Anther  eflbct  of  the  calum- 
nies^antnatine  has  been  to  bind  my  JHends 
mmo  larmly  to  me.    They,  at  any  rale, 
uttli.  know  Im>v^  falsa  and  how  malicious 
aie  the  -charges  alledg^  against  me  by 
the  advocates  of  the  Robbers.:  thev  must, 
t^ooncaeyfeelindignation  at  thoie  charges ; 
and  the  effect  of  that  indignation  is  an 
inciease  of  attachment  to  me.    So  that, 
^ifM  the.whole>  if  bnecan  but  bring  one's 
'bM  to  be .  tranquil  under  the  knowledge, 
thatoae  is  thonght  ill  of  by  a  considerable 
part  of  one's  c6iintry>men,  one  gets  nearly 
ss  jftQch  asoae  loses  by  the  calumnies. 
^%  bow  lew  m&i  are  th^re  in  this,  or  in 
^tonoitiy,  who  caft  be  bromght  to  view 
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the  matter  in  this  light!  'In  1M3  light,  ^ 
however,  a  man  must  view  it,  and  upou 
these  principles  must  he  act,  or,  as  to  ary 
hostile   movement  a^:aip5t  corrjuption,  .xj^  : 
public  robbery,    he '-had 'better -rem^  ' 
quiet.     It  is,  as  w«?  see  Jby.  thU-Af!df c^s^  U} 
Uueen  Anne,  the  iot  jdT'J^Jp)  f'-^Ao;  rcJft^**: 
"  to  do  right  to  his  countty/'  to  have  Iris 
"  reputation  tcJwn  awaif/*  if  possible,  by  • 
those,  who,  out  of  the  public  raise  great 
estates  to  themselves ;    by  those  who  have 
raised  great  estates,  when>  it  is  evident, 
they  have  had  no  lawful  jneans  to  attain 
them;    by  those,   who,  4)eing  united  in 
guilt  and   interest,   endeavour  to   amuse 
and  impose  upon  the  people.     This,  we 
see,  is  the  lot,  the  inevitable  fate  of  that 
man,  be  he  who  he  may,  that  '^  desires  to  . 

**  flfj  right  to  his  country.'* When  I  firsS 

cast  my  eye  upon  the  passage, "  being 
"  umtcd  inpnlt  and  interest,  &c  &c.^'  1 
could  not  help  thinking  of  the  she-pecu* 
lators  and  robbers,  who  as  ihey  came 
down  into  this  county,  last  summer, 
tossed  the  forged  documents  and  base  ca^ 
lumnies  against  me  down  in  tbe  streets  of 
the  towns  and  villages,  through  which 
they  passed.  "  United  in  guilt  znA  intt-^ 
"  rest;''  haunted  by  tlie  double  dread  of 
punishment  and  poverty;  such  were  the 
v^rretches,  who  published  and  circulated 
against  me  the  calumnies,  of  last  summer  ; 
and  such  are  the  "wrrtches,  who  are  how, 
by  all  the  arts  that  craft  and  maHce  can 
devise^  endeavouring  to  take  away  t/te  refuta- 
tion qfMr,  fVardk. To  return  a  little 

to  the  Address  (which  is  a  docfunient  well 
worth  our'  attention  at  this  momeidt ; )  we 
see,  that  the  House  of  Commons  spok(3 
but  plainly  about  the  Estates  that  men 
had  acquired,  without  having  had  visible 
laufui  means  of  attaining  ihose  estates;  and 
to  be  sure,  nothing  can  be  more  just,  or 
more  reasonable,  than,  that,  when  you  s^ 
a  public  qficer  or  accountant  rearing  great 
estatesi  without  having  visible  laiwfui  tneans, 
you  should  inquire  how  he  came  by  sw:k. 
tHates,  Is  there  any  gentleflian,  who 
should  see  his  steward  purchasing  estate 
upon* estate,  and  who  knew,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  steward  had  no  means  of 
his  own  wherewith  to  make  such  pur- 
chases; is  there  any  gentleman,  so  cir- 
cumstanced, who  would  not  instantly  set 
on  foot  an  inquiry  as  to  the  source  of  tho^ 
funds  employed  in  purchasing  the  said 
estates  ?  The  answer  is  ready :  There 
is  no  gentleman,  not  a  downright  fool* 
or  a  careless  prodigal,  who  vrould  not  set 
on  foot  sach  inquiry.    If  a  poor  girl  ha  .^ 
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8e«n  with  a  go^  or  a  pair  of  shoes  6irer 
than  she  can  he  expected  to  hare  boaght 
with  her  own  mean^,  and  at  the  same 
lUin^r  wilt  .4:goid:wJ4tch',  or  some  ether 
ti1ti(£et,  -sfie  is  carried  hefore  a  justice  of 
tlt«  Dcpccte^g^ve^ai^  account  of  the  means 
by!  witi€tv\Uq:£.6n^i%.<»^t  In  to  her  posses- 
sion. And,  why,  let  me  ask,  is  not  a  public 
otficer,  or  accciintant,  to  be  made  to  give 
an  account  of  the  means  by  which  bis 
estates  have  been  so  smldtnly  attained  > 
-——Well,  but  how  were  sentiments,  such 
as  these,  relished  by  Queen  Anne  ?  What 
did  she  say  to  a  parliament  that  held  such 
language  to  her  ?  Did  she  give  an  answer 
discovering  a  partiality  for  the  Public 
Robbeis,  of  whom  the  House  of  Commons 
complained  I  Did  she  shew,  that  she  loved 
•vch'vermin  ?  or  did  she  shew^  that  Jf,\e 

hated  them  ? She  said  :  "  1  shall  con- 

"  sider  the  several  particulars  of  your  Ad- 
«<  dresSi  and  ahoays  have  great  regard  to  the 
«^  representations  of  the  House  of  Cum- 
*«  mens,  and  to  the  true  interests  of  £ng- 
**  land/'  And  she  wcs  as  good  as  her 
word  ;  for  she,  with  sincerity,  set  to  work 
to  reform  abuses,  to  punish  peculators,  and 
to  set,  in  her  own  manners  and  conduct, 
an  example  of  moral  virtue,  and  of  oeco- 
nomy  without  loss  of  dignity.  Out  of  her 
own  revenue  she  voluntarily  gave  large 
turns,  in  order  io  ma^e  up  for  the  falling 
•ff  of  the  public  revenue;  and,  in  her 
Speech  at  the  conclusion  of  the  first  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  held  in  her  reign,  the 
warhavmg  then  begun:  "  I  must  not  con- 
**  elude,''  said  she, ''  without  acquainting 
**  you,  I  hayie  given  directions,  that  my 
^  part  of  all  the  Prizes,  which  have  been, 
^  or  shall  be,  taken  during  the  war,  be  qh 
**  plied  emirely  to  the  public  service ;  and,  I 
*  nope  my  own  revenue  will  not  fall  so 
"  short,  but  that  I  may  be  able^  as  I  desire; 
"  to  contribute  yet  further  to  the  ease  of  my 

''  people/' She  didoW  this  too.  These 

were  not  empty  prqfessions;  and,  it  has, 
with  great  truth,  been  observed,  that  her  bo- 
naif  and /m*  dedingtovssiidt  her  people,  vras 
one  of  the  greatest  glories  of  her  glorious 
reign*  She  waa  no  hypocrite;  her  heart 
was  truly  English ;  and,  during  her  reign 
England  attained  a  height,  from  whicb> 
I  have  always  though^  sbe  has  since  been 
•ildcinff.  ^ver  can  she  rise  again,  unless 
there  be  a  House  of  Commons  to  act  upon 
the  principles  expressed  in  the  Address, 
part  <yf  which  I  have  taben  for  my  motto, 
unlets  there  be  a  House  of  Commons^  who 
will  act  a  faithful  part  towarda  the  people, 
«i4  pmi$hf  really  punish,  all  thote  who 


shall  be  ibynd  to  have  coaunttted  fraoda 
upon  the  public  purse,  no  matter  ia  wbal 
way  it  may  have  been  done. 

FARLrAMENT.— «^The  Session  wbicb 
opened  on  1  uesday  last,  the  2Srd  instant»> 
has  di&covere<U  to  those,  who  believed,  or 
pretended  to  believe^  that  the  Miniafcry 
would  be  left  in  a  minoqty,  that  even  dm 
ministry  can  command  a  majority  as  v^ell 

as  any  other. The  Kuw's  Speeck  aad 

tlie  Aduress,  will  all  be  found  at  the. end 
of  these  remarks.  There  is  nothing, 
which,  at  present,  I  shall  remark  upon  in 
the/rtf;  and  the  sfcomi  is,  as  usual,  a  mere 
echo  of  the  first.  The  Amendment  was  aa 
follows:  After  the  word  "  That,'*  in  the 
second  pai*agraph  of  the  speech,  to.  insert 

these   woixls : **  That    we  have   seea 

"  with  the  utmost  sorrow  and  indignation 
"  the  accumulated  failures  and  diaasters 
'*  of  the  last  campaign,  the  unavailing 
"  waste  of  our  national  resources,  and  the 
"  loss  of  so  many  thousands  of  our  brave 
"  troops,  whose  distinguished  and  heroic 
"  valour  has  been  upproBtabJy  sacriiiced 
"  ill  enterprizes,  productive  not  of  ad  van- 
'*  tage,  but  of  lasting  injury  to  their  coon* 
't  try — ^Enterprizes  marked  only  by  a  re- 
^'  petition  of  former  errors,  tardy  and 
"  tmoombined,  incapable  in  their  soccer 
**  of  aiding  our  Ally  in  tlie  critical  nao* 
"  meat  of  his  fate,  but  exposing  in  their 
"  failure  his  Majesty's  Councils  to  the 
"  scorn  and  derision  of  the  enemy.-*-'- 
**  That  we  therefore  feel  ourselves  bound, 
'<  with  a  view  to  the  only  atonement.  tJMit 
"  now  can  be  made  to  an  injured  people, 
''  to  institute,  without  delay,  sudi  ngorooa 
"  and  effectual  imjuiries  and  prootedinga 
**  as  duty  impels  us  to  adopt,  in  a  caae 
''  where  our  country  has  been  jubjected  to 
**  unexampled  calamity  and  disgraoe*'^ 
This  is  very  good  ;  exceedingly  pioper  ; 
nothing  could  be  more  troe ;  but,  for^ 
that,  there  were,  in  thei  House  of  Lords, 
onlv  92  for  it,  while  there  were  144 
against  it ;  and/  in  the  Commooa,  there 
wore  only  167  for  it,  while  titera  were  2^S 
against  it ;  leaving  the  ministeia  a  majo* 
rity  of  52  in  one  House  and  of  96  in  x\m 

other. Well,  then.  Ma.  Wn«DBAM,what 

do  you  now  think  ?  You  sttll  think,  of 
course,  that  there  needs  m  r^brm  of  tkg 
parHameni;  but,  pray,  admit,  then,  l£ii  <fte 
ministers  are  rMt ;  or,  at  least,  that  the 
nation,  through  its  competent  repreeeata* 
tives,  think -the  mimsters  right.^  »11i» 
Anti-Reformists,  who  weie  for  tbk  AatMod* 
ment,  must  now  be  strangely  poaaied.  I 
give  them  joy,  with  dj^my  beirV^  ^W* 
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^ecisfon  ^gainai  inqnity,  and,  in  order  (o 
console  them,  I  beg  leave  just  to  remind 
them  of  iheir  vote  against  inqtnry,  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Madocks's  Motion,  relative 
40  the  seBt  of  Mr.  Qt^mriM  DicR,  and  the 
cenrare,  which  ftome  of  them  then  be- 
st6wed,  with  no  sparing  hand,  upon  all 
those,  who  were  anxious  for  inquiry  upon 
that  subject,  a  subject  of  ten  thousand 
Umes  greater  importance  to  the  people  of 
England,  than  the  subjects,  as  to  which 

tJiey  now  voted  yor  wi^r^.- As  to  the 

present  case,  however,  I  can  discover  no 
argument  at  all  against  the  Amendment, 
and,  if  objectionable,  it  was  so  only  upon 
the  ground  Of  its  leaving  in  existence  any 
port  of  the  original  motion,  every  word  of 
whidi,  except  the"  first  word  "that,"  1 

weold  have  swept  away. It  was  said, 

hysome,  that  the  censure,  contained  in 
the  amendment  was  pnemaiurc ;  that  it  con- 
demned the  ministers  unheard.  Why, 
there  they  were  to  be  heard ;  there  they 
Hvere  to  speak  for  themselves  ;  thera  they 
weit  to  defend  themselves.  And,  besides, 
is  not  what  is  stated  in  the  Amendment 
Morhmfy  true  f  Is  there  any  one  of  iu  as- 
sertionB,  of  the  truth  of  which  any  man  in 
life  kiogdoKi  hasthe  smatlestdoubt?  And, 
if  tills  ^as  the  case,  what  occa<«ion  was 
there  for  any  previous  steps  ?  What  had 
the  Honifea  to  do  but  to  come  to  a  vote 

apoa  the  sofbject  at  once. 1  have  not 

time  to  enter  into  remarks,  at  any  length, 
open  the  Debate ;  but,  I  cannot  help  tak> 
iBg  an  extract  or  two  from  the  speech  of 
&e  Ho^.  Mh,  Ward,  who  seconded  the 
nwCiOA  for  the  Amendment,  and  from  the 

tfpeechof  Mr.  WrtiTRRBAO. Ma.  Waru 

said  t  "  If  the  Parliament  was  «ver  to  act, 
"  it  shotild  act  at  the  present  moment : 
-*  tntf  if  it  should  not  act  now,  he  was  sure 
^  d  wmUd  noi  act  at  aU,  If  that  House 
''were  to  resign  its  inqotsitorial  power  as 
1  to  the  acts  ^any  set  of  men,  and  to  re- 
•'iiounce  the  salutary  controal  which  it 
**  ased  to  exerciae  over  the  Servants  of  the 
"  Crdnn,  it  would,  he  was  convinced,  be 
^  a  proof  qf  Hit  decoy  <f  par liamenutry  virtue, 
''and  aif  Utierring  symptom  of  the  decline 
•••  of  the  true  spirit  of  tlie  constitution.  It 
^  was  matter  of  astonishment,  that  after 
*inih  a  series  of  unexampled  calamities, 

•  his  Maje«ty*»  Ministers,  over  the  greater 
'  *  tetsoAet  of  whom  the  terrors  of  impeach- 

*'meht  wcte  ioWitoding,  shoold  dare  to 

*  reittfthiih  offieo'  (Htatr  Hear!).  But 
« if  ^ttlmment  should,  without  any  re- 
*^  gara  td  their  past  conduct,  think  proper 
^  torfif^'illi  i(i)?pott  to  woA  roten,  ot  lend 


"  its  sanction  to  such  measures,  nothing 
•*  could  more  cleat  /y  evince  that  silent  lnt(  a^ 
"  tual  and  alarming  change,  which  waziotd  to 
"  hate  taken  place  in 'he  British  comtiiutim: 
•'  nothing  could  more  indisputably  shciv 
"  the  rpsemblance  between  the  gos-Qiti" 
*'  ment  of  this  country  and  those  old  go- 
"  vernments  of  Europe,  which,  weioh^<i 
"  down  liy  the  influence  qf  corrxq)tion  mid  ii!i' 
"  becility,  fell  successively  a  certain  aiaKi 
"  easy  prey,  to  the  superior  wisdom  and 
*<  energies  of  i^ic  power  w  hich  has  enslaved 

*'  them.'' Well,  then.  Sir,  we  take  you 

at  your  word.  Parliament  has,  in  its  vote 
of  that  night,  given  its  support  to  **  sucli 
«  rulers;*'  nay,  it  has,  by  a  decided  maj[o- 
rity,  given^  ail  the  pro(^s,  of  which  you 
spoke.  Well,  will  you  join  us,  then.  Sir  ? 
Will  you  ask  for  a  reforvi  of  that  parlia- 
ment ?  I  do  not  recollect  having  seen. your 
name  amongst  those  of  the  few  members, 
who,  in  the  last  session,  voted  for  a  reso- 
lution upon  that  subject.  What  is  to  be 
done  then  ?  You  say.  Sir : — *'  At  this  mo- 
*'  ment  the  whole  power  of  France,  which 
"  engrossed  the  whole  means  and  resources 
"  of  Europe,  was  at  the  command  of  that 
"  great  and  consummate  general  aiid 
^*  statesman,  who  contained  in  faiotself  all 
"  the  shining  qualities  of  those  men,  who^ 
*'  at  any  time,  by  their  talents,  rendered 
**  France  formidable  to  this  country  ;  wb« 
'*  united  the  policy  of  Richelieu  with  the" 
"  military  genius  of  Turennc,  and  added 
*'  the  inordinate  ambition  of  Louis  XIV, 
"  to  the  enterprise  and  activity  of  Conde. 
"  When  they  reflected  upon  all  this, 
'*  thpy  must  be  sensible  of  the  infatua- 
"  tion  of  trusting  to  any  thing  but  the 
^*  combination  of  all  the  ability  and 
**  wisdom  in  the  nation  tor  a  successful 
"  resistance  to  the  great  and  extraordinary 
*'  power  against  which  we  were  opposed*. 
"  In  his  heart,  and  without  the  siightest 
"  party  feeling  or  partialit}^  he  looked  to 
"  the  gentlemen  below  him-— (on  the  Op- 
'*  position  Benches)  for  that  combination 
"  of  wisdom  and  experience,  which  alone 
*'  could  be  eifectual  for  the  salvation  of 
"  the  country  in  its  present  critical  cir- 
^  comstances.  *  He  was  convinced  tha^t, 
"  in  coming  into  office,  they  would  he  in- 
**  fluenced  by  no  unworthy  motives.  They 
•*  would  succeed  to  slmttered  means,  to 
**  exhausted  resources,  and  to  onsuccess- 
"  fol  armies.  They  would  succeed  to 
'*  dangers  and  ditlicuUies, .  which  would 
"appal  the  tirmest  hearts— <i  angers  and 
"  difficulties,  which  no  emoluments  pf 
'*  office,  or  ptide  of  party-vioiory,  could 
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/'  adequately  or  at  all  compensate.  The 
"  lime  was  not  distant  when  the  last  trial 
*'  would  l^e  to  lie  ei^sayed  ;  and  he  coii- 
•*  jured  the  House  not  lo  spurn  at  its  own 
"  safety,  by  omitting  to  malie  provision 
''  fo/«t  in  time.  Sure,  however,  he  was, 
'*  that  it  could  never  be  preserved  bv  a 
"  contmuance  in  the  same  system  :  that 
"  it  could  not  be  muiniained  by  a  system 
"  which  wit^  something  weaker  tlian  im- 
"  becility— by  men  who  oftered  theai  no- 
"  thing  bup  ilieir  ignorcmcc  and  irUokrance. 
"  That  Ilouse,  he  was  confident,  would 
"  ncser  suffer  the  State  to  be  ruined  in  such 
"  hands;  and  if  it  should  be  the  will  of 
J*  Providence  that  this  empire  should  fall, 
"  he  trusted  that  it  would  not  be  left  to 
"  sink  under  its  own  weijjht,  but  fall  in  a 
*'  manner  worthy  of  its  ancient  character 

"  and  power/' What  is  to  be  done, 

then  ?     The   House  do   like  these  same 
ministers.    They  have  voted  them  to  re- 
main in  place.     What  are  we  to  do,  then  r 
This  is  what  I  want  to  know  from  all  you, 
who,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  tell   us, 
that  the  country  must  be  ruined  if  it  re- 
gains in  the   hands  of  the  present  mini- 
sSJcr?,  and    that  a  reform  of  the  House  of 
Commons    would    also    ruin    the    nation. 
J^ray  do  tell  me,  then,  mhat  we  are  to  do  ? 
'  This  is  what  you  say :  if  the  House  sup- 
Dort  the  present  ministers,  the  nation  must 
•  pe  ruined  ;   the  House  do  most  decidedly 
give  its  support  to  the  present  ministers ; 
and,  3'et  you  will  not  join  us  in  asking  for 
a  reform  of  the  House.     To  be  sure,  such 
a  Rcrics  of  acts  never  was  before  a  subject 
of  discussion,  in  any  assembly  upon  earth. 
Faults  and  follies  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  and, 
arising  directly  out  of  these  calami  ties,  so  ex- 
pensive, and  of  so  distressing  and  disgrace- 
ful a  nature,  and  foreboding  consequences, 
^enough  to  appal  the  stoutest  heart     W^ell, 
here  are  all   tjiese  ^cts,  and  this  state  of 
things,  well  understood  long  before  the 
Ilouse  meets  ;  it  is  proposed  in  the  House, 
to  censure   the  persons,   who   have   been 
guilty  of  these  act? ;  and  the  House,  by  a 
'decided  majority,  say  NQ  to  that  proposi- 
tion.    But,  iSir,  if  ^oq  |ell  us,  that  that 
Pouse  stands  in  nc>iiced  of  reform  ;  if  you 
jiell  us,  that  that  House  is  an  adeqoate  re- 
,  presentative  of  the   people  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireluid  ;  if  you  tell  us  that 
that  House  speaks  the  voice  of  the  nation, 
^hen.  Sir,  you  haye  no  reason  to  complain, 
but  ought,  in  silence,  tp  acquiesce  tn  the 

decision  qf  the  nation, Of  Mh.  IiVhit- 

hread's  speech  I  should  like  to  insert  the 
Whole  ^  but  must  content  myself  with  the 


conolusion  of  it,  as  reported  in  Tke  Tinus 
ntv.s-paper. — liesaid«  "  Hecould  not  ii^lp 
'*  now  alluding  lo  the  very  extraordinary 
*'  transactioDswhich  had  taken  placie  in  oar 
"  Cabinet ;  but  before  he  did  so  he  must 
*'  notice  some  expressions  of  tl)«  right  hop. 
*' gent,  (Mr.  Canning)  whi(;h  had, much 
«  delighted  him.  He  had  said  that  in  a 
"  good  cause  he  would  seek  the  assistance 
'<  of  men  of  all  religions :  the  Turk  and 
"  the  Christian,  the  Jew  and  the  Pagan, 
"  were  to  him,  politically  considered, 
"  equal. — No  doubt  then,  now  that  he  and 
"  the  noble  Lord  were  emancipated  from 
"  the  shackles  of  bigotry,  t  hoy  would  unite 
'*  with  the  friends  of  toleratic^n  in  suppo|t 
"  of  unlimited  religious  freedom  Chear, 
*'  hear!)  He  uished  particularly  toknow> 
"  why  Lord  Wellesley  delayed  so  long  in 
"  this  country  after  his  appointment  to  xhc 
"  Spanish  embassy.  He  was  particularly 
*'  anxious  lo  know  this,  on  account  of  a 
**  paragraph  which  bad  appeared  in  a  well 
"  known  publication,  stating  that  ''  had  it 
"  "  not  been  fur  a  fit  of  illness,  the  noble 
''  *'  Marquis  would  have  been  long  since  in 
'*  "  Spain.'* — Now  it  was  well  known,  that 
''  the  light  hon.  gent,  wished  toincorpo* 
V  rate  Lord  Wellesley  in  the  {government  at 
<'  home,  and  he  had  only  to  hope  that  thia 
«  interested  feeling  did  not  occasion  bts 
«  Lordship's  protracted  delay  in  England^ 
**  when  he  should  have  been  fulfilliug  the 
*'  functions  of  his  important  mission.  On 
*'  this  subject  he  should  hereafter  demand 
<'  an  explanation  from  the  right  hon. 
"  gentleman.  To  Spain,  however,  at 
"  last,  the  noble  Mar(|uis  went,  and  there 
"  what  were  his  services  ?  Wl^,  he  went 
*'  through  the  mmmnery  qf  dancing  cm  the 
"  French  Jiag !  He  did  more;  he  visited 
"  the  Junta,  went  through  all  the  routine 
"  of  etiquette  and  politics,  made  a  speech 
<<  about  reform,  took  his  glass  after  dinner, 
*'  and  religiously  toasted  the  Pope !  (Hear, 
"  Jiear !)  It  was  surprising  indeed,  to  se<» 
'<  him  so  soon  returning  after  his  JUrtatian 
"  with  the  "  Whore  (^Babylon/'  at  Cadiz ! 
f*  On  liis  i^turn,  of  course,  when  the  places 
**  were  going,  he  came  in  for  his  share,  and 
**  made  one  of  the  Administration ;  an  Ad- 
'f  ministration  the  Members  of  which  could 
''  not  have  been  distinguished,  had  it  not 
"  been  for  the  motions  thatday,  for  the  issu- 
"ing  of  writs.  It  was  made  up  indeed,  by^ 
'f  a  kmd  of  political  ballot — one  gentleman 
"  |[Mr.  Dundas)  had  gone  the  entire  cir- 
"  curonavigation  of  office,  from  the  Boaid 
"  of  Controul  to  the  Irish  Sejcretaryship  ! 
"  On  that  day  a  iirrit  hail  ^cn  moved 
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'*  tendering  hi«  seat  vacant,  in  conseaoence 
"  of  his  receiving  a  situation  vihicli  lie  be- 
"  lieved  was  not  yet  in  bis  po.^oesion  ! — 
"  The  Right  Hon.  Gcntlemun  had,  how- 
^'evcr,  at  length  compiled  an  adminis- 
"tratioB :  ami,  indeed  he  had  fully  shew-n 
"  that,  supported  by  the  favour  of  the 
"  Court,  he  fell  little  fear  in  siemming  the 
"authority  of  the  people,  (Hear!)  But 
•«  bow  din  the  Right  Hon,  Gpnt.  proceed 
*«  to  form  eten  this  Administratiorj  ?  Why, 
'*  ifae  rery  first  application  he  made  was 
"  to  a  dear  friend  of  his^  and  a  Noble  Lord 
« with  whose  principles  he  had  been  at 
"war  all  his  political  life.  This  tender 
"  was  rejected  by  them  in  a  manner  wor- 
"ihy  of  their  dignity,  and  the  rebuff 
"  which  they  gave  the  Right  lion.  Gen- 
"  tkman  would  have  daunted  any  man  of 
« leas  temerity  than  himself.  I'bere  was 
"not  a  man  in  the  country,  from  the 
"  Orkneys  to  the  Land's  End,  who  did 
"  not  pronounce  him  and  his  Adminisira- 
"iion  weak,  incapable,  and  inefficient. 
"  Even  with  the  addition  of  the  two  col- 
•'kagues  who  had  deserted  them,  they 
*f  were  feeble^  but  they  then  stood  on  a 
"  principle,  or  rather  in  opposition  to  a 
"  principle  ;  (hear,  hear)  but  now  rejected 
"  by  all  wiio  were  worthy,  the  weak  and 
"  olft,  and  infirm,  were  collected  from  the 
*i  bedgeii  and  high-roads,  and  consorted 
"  with  for  want  6f  better.  (Hear,  hear  !J 
"  The  motly  combination  was  duly  apprc- 
"  dated  by  the  people — no  one  respected 
«  them — they  might  now  exclaim  ''  The 
"  "  Church  is  in  danger,*'  but  every  one 
«  would  know  they  meant  "  3fy  Place  is 
**  "in  danger.^'  (Hear,  hear!)  Now  the 
"  time  was  come  when  it  would  be  mani- 
*'  fested  that  the  people  had  a  voice  as  well 
'^  M  the  Crown,  and  would  not  be  imposed 
**  on  by  a  set  of  adventurers  who  had 
'*  osarped  the  Government,  supported  by 
"  nothing  but  the  favour  of  the  Crown. — 
'^  (Hear !)  Threats  had  been  held  out  by 
*'  the  nmners  of  the  Governnfent  that,  as 
^on  a  former  occasion,  a  dissolution  of 
",  Parliameirt  ^ould  be  now  resorted  to. 
''He  believed  in  his  soul  Government 
"  dared  not  realize  the  threat ;  but  if  they 
"did,  it  would  only  leave  them  ten  times 
"is  bad  as  tbey  were  before. — (Hear, 
"  Hear !)  Pompous  language  as  to  the  flou- 
**  risbing  state  of  our  revenue  was  however 
'''hekl  oat.  But  was  it  soujid  at  bottom  ? 
"  Was  there  a  legitimate  trade  ?  Was  it 
•'not  a  system,  placing  (by  the  requisition 
**  of  licences}  nhe  merchants  under  the 
'*,|coiitroQl  of  Goverament?   Was  it  not 


'  rather  the  chicane  of  smugglers  and  pt- 
'  rates,  than  the  fair,  liberal  commerce 
'  of  merchants  ?  (Hear,  Hear  I  J  But  our 
'  "  Treasury  was  full."  Aye,  by  the  rigo- 
f  rous  severity  with  which  the  taxes  were 
'collected.  Under  the  system  pursued, 
'  the  collection  of  the  Propcrl3'-tax  would 
f  soon  be  in  the  hands  of  Govrrnment  col- 
'  lectors.  Indeed  the  liberiy  of  the  sub- 
'jcct  was  directly  struck  at  by  the  nie- 
'  thod  b}'  which  the  taxes  were  collected. 
'  He  gave  it  as  his  sincere  advice,  let  an 
'  economical  reform  be  instituted  before 
'  the  "  last  ounce,"  was  exacted,  and  the 
'  country  reduced  to  despair.  Let  a  Go- 
'  vernroent  be  removed  to  which  the  peo-. 
'  pie  have  refu&ed  their  confidence.  Let 
'  our  relative  situation  with  the  enemy  be 
'  well  considered.  Let  the  policy  af 
'  succouring  Spain  be  also  weighed  un- 
'  der  the  existing  circumstances:  Aus- 
'  tria  gone — the  French  force  concen- 
'  trated,  and  that  country  their  only 
'  object.  It  was  said  that  wx  might  de* 
'  fend  Portugal  with  30,000  men  :  but 
'  w  ould  not  Buonaparte  know  our  forct 
'  even  to  a  drummer,  and  where  we  had 
'  30,000  he  would  have  60,000-  Who 
'  would  straggle  against  such  fearful  odds  ? 
'  Our  remaining  some  time  unmolested  in 
^•that  country  should  be  no  argument  for 
'  our  continuance  there.  We  remained  just 
'  at  the  will  of  the  French  Emperor,  and 
'  at  his  option  he  could  drive  us  out  of  it.— 
'  But  what  could  be  expected  from  such 
^  a  Ministry,  or  rather  from  a  shfigle  man, 
'  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
'  now  alone — alone,  after  sounding  his  in- 
'  effectual  war-whoop — alone,  after  fully 
'  exposing  his  weakness,  and  shewing  it, 
'  exceeded  only  by  his  rashness.  The 
'  Marquis  Wellesley,  of  whom  such  ac- 
f  count  had  been  made,  he  considered  com» 
'pleiely  insignificant. — ^Who  was  he  ?  The 
'  Governor  of  India — the  man  who  had 
'  scarcely  escaped  the  eensure  of  that 
'  House  for  his  cruel  tyranny  ! — the  man 
'  who  had  assailed  the  press,  the  sacred 
'  palladium  of  the  people  !  the  friend  of 
'  Despotism — the  foe  to  Liberty.  Good 
'  God  !  could  this  man  say  to  Buonaparte, 
'  in  the  noble  indignation  of  insulted  vir- 
'  tue,  "  I  have  not  done  as  vou  have.'* 
'  (Hear,  hear,  hear. 'J  Alas,  if  such  a  man 
'  had  strength,  he  would  indeed  be  a  fear- 
'  ful  acquisition  to  sacb  a  government;  but 
*  he  was  known,  and  therefore  weak  and 
'  harmless  (Hear !),  Peace  should  be  the 
'  cry  of  the  nation.  Peace— particularly 
'  because  the  thraldom  of  millioDa  of  o«r 
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"  fellow-8ubJ€cU,waa  the  tenure  by  which 
''  this  incapable  Junta  held  their  offices.  It 
"  has  been  said  by  our  enemy,  (said  Mr.  W. ) 
*'  that  the  genius  of  France  guided  our  ar- 
"  mies.  Alas!  jtnow presides  in ourCabinet; 
*<  for  surely,  whether  we  consider  their  ig- 
<'  norance,  their  imbecility,  their  bigotry, 
«'  or  the  fate  with  which  Providence  visits 
*♦  all  their  measures,  oar  enemy,  bad  he 
'^  the  nomination,  could  not  select  men 
**  more  suitable  to  his  ends,  or  more  pcr- 

'*  nicious  to  our  interests.'' Where  is 

the  independent  and  honest  man,  who 
does  not  applaud  this  speech  ?  This  is  a 
speaker  for  me  ;  one  who  never  minces 
the  matter;  but,  who,  indignant  at  his 
country's  wrqncs,  freely  expresses  his  in- 
dignation.  The   House,  however,  you 

see,  did  not  partake  in  the  sentiments  of 
Mr.  Whitbread  ;    and,  the   Ilousf,  as  it 
now  is,  never  m(l  partake  in  $uch  sentiments. 
W-.  C0BBET1\ 
Soticy.Jan.  25th,  lb  10. 

COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Four- 
teenth Volumes  of  the  above  Work,  com- 
prising the  Proceedings  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  during  the  last  Session,  are 
ready  for  delivery.  Complete  sets  from 
the  Commencement  in  the  Year  Ib03, 
may  still  b%  had  of  the  Publishers. 

f  ^*  AU  Communicatums  for  the  Parlio' 
tnentary  Debates  tvill  be  carqflillj/  attended  to; 
hu  it  is  particularly  requested  that  they  may 
be  transmuted  to  the  Publishevs  with  (he  least 
possibh  detail. 


COBBETT'S 

COMPl^TE  COLLECTION  OF 

State  Trials: 

The  FouETKENTU  Part  of  the  above 
Work  will  be  published  on  the  1st  of 
February.     One  Part  will  appear,  with 

t't'.tt  gi^  t«?st  regularity,  on  the  first  of  each 
succctciitia  lonth.  Subscribers  who  pur- 
cliiise  til*  'A  trk  in  Quarterly  Volumes  are 
respcctu.i'v  Ihibrmed  that  the  Fifth  Vo- 
luiTic  w.ll  oe  if.Jv  for  delivery  on  the 
lirst  of  Manii.  Of  the  Two  Hunde£d 
aiul  luGiiT  iViuIs  or  Proceedings,  of 
w4ipi\   tijje   lUht   iivt   Volumes    consist. 


Ninety-Five  never  before  caine  into  any 
Collection*  The  following  is  a  List  of  the 
Articles  contained  in  the  Fifth  Volume : 

***  ^^  "^  3/a//<rr  is  marked  [N.] 
137.  The  Proceedings,  Exammation,  aod  Trial  of 
Colunel  Eusebius  Andrewe,  inure  commoQly  writ* 
ten  Audrewes,  (a  Barrister  of  Gray's  Inn),  before 
the  High  Court  of  Jostice,  for  High  Treatoo,* 
A.  D.  1650. 

188.  The  Tri4  of  Mr.  Christopher  Love,  befora 
the  High  Court  of  Jostice,  for  High  Treawo, 

A.D.  1651. 

189.  The  Trial  of  Mr.  John  Gibbons,  before  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  for  High  Treason,  a.  n. 

.1651. 

190.  Proceedings  against  James  Stanley,  EarloC 
Derby,  Sir  Timothy  Fetherstonhangb,  andCa{^. 
tain  John  Benbow,  before  a  Court  Martial,  ir 
HighTreason,  A.n.  1651  [N.] 

191.  The  Trial  of  Major  Richord  Faulconcr,  at 
the  Upper  Bench  Bar  in  Westminster-hali,  upon 
an  InUicttnent  for  Perjury,  a.  s,  1 653. 

192.  The  Case  of  Captain  John  Screater,  on  aa. 
Habeas  Corpus,  at  the  Upper  Bench  inWestmio.' 
8ter>hall,  a.d.  1653. 

193.  The  Trial  of  Mr.  John  Lilburne,  at  the  Sts. 
sioos  of  the  Peace  held  for  the  City  of  Loadon^ 
at  JusUce-HaJI  in  the  Old  Bailey,  for  reuirniiig 
into  EngUod,  bemg  banished  by  Act  of  Parlia* 
roent,  a.  n.  1653. 

104.  Caseoft^PriYtlefetof  Kmbassadora,  beios 
the  Proceedings  agahist  Don  Pantaleon  Sa,  Bro- 
ther of  the  Em»)assadar  from  the  Kii^of  Porto* 
gal  to  England,  for  Murder  in  a  Riot  in  the  N«w 
Exchange,  a.  n.  1654  [N.] 

195.  The  Trial  of  John  Gerhard,  Peter  Vmrlll. 
and  SoowTset  Fox,  before  the  High  Co«vt  of  Jvs- 
tiec,  for  High  Treason,  in  coaspuring  to  Mnvto- 
liie  Lord  Protactor,  a.  o.  1654. 

1 96.  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners,  appointed 
by  Oliver  Cromwell,  for  ejecting  Scandalous  and 
InsofBcient  Ministers,  against  John  Pordage,  of 
Bradfield,  in  the  Couoty  of  Berks,  a.  d.  1654. 

1 97.  Proceedings  of  the  Oommlwiondrs,  appointed 
by  Oliver  Cromwell,  for  ejectrag  Scaodaious  aad . 
Ignorant  Ministers.  In  the  Case  of  Walter  Bush, 
nell,  aerk.  Vicar  of  Box,  in  the  County  of  Wilta, 
A.D.  1656[N.] 

198.  The  Trial  of  the  Hon.  Colopel  John  PMrnul- 
dock,  at  Exoa,  for  High  Treason,  a.  p.  1655. 

199.  Proceedings  of  tte  Lord  Protector  and  hb 
Council  against  Sir  Henfy  Vane,  knt  lor  the 
publication  of  a  Book,  intitied,  **  A  Healh^ 
**  Question,  propounded  and  resolred,  upon  od- 
"  casion  of  the  late  publio  and  saMonabIa  GaU  to 
**  Humiliation,  in  order  to  Lare  and  Uaiott 
"  amongst  the  honest  Party,**  A. ».  1656  [N.} 

SOO.  Proceedings  in  the  Ho«se  of  Commons  agatnat 
James  Nayler,  for  Blasphemy,  and  other  Misde- 
meanors, A.n.  1656. 

201.  The  Trial  of  Miles  Sindflrcome,  alias  Fitli, 
before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Qlynn,  aad  Mr. 
Justice  Wnrburton,  at  the  Upper-Bench,  W^U 
minster,  for  High  Treason,  a.  p.  1657. 

V0«.  The  Trial  of  Sir  tienry  SHngsby,  kaL  bdbf« 
the  High  Couit  of  Justice,  ipr  High  Tsaaiea. 
A.  D.  1658. 

203.  The  Trial  of  ]>.  Joho  He«et,  balm  t^ 
High  Court  of  Justice^  for  High  IVeason*  a.  p* 
1658.  * 

204.  The  Trial  of  iblaiMbidaiit,ttq.Mbfeth« 
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H«ii  Gout  of  Juitice,  £ar  High  Tnuoa,  a.  d. 

805.  The  Truds  of  TWENTY-NINE  REGICIDES, 
ittheOUBaile^r,  for  High  Treaioa,  which  be- 
gan on  the  9th  of  October,  a.  d.  1660. 

S0&  Proceedings  upon  an  Impemchment  agatost 
Wniiaoi  Drake,  forwritiiig,  priotiDg, '  and  pub- 
IMs^  a  &lte,  wicked,  malicioiM  and  seditious 
Paapblety  entitled,  **  The  Long  ParliaineDt  re- 
wed,"  a.  d.  1660  [N.r 

9fft.  Proceedings  in  Scotland  against  Archibald 
Manpis  oC  Argy le*,  for  High  IVeasoo,  a.'  d.  1 66 1 . 

288.  P»cee£Bgt  at  a  Conference  in  the  Savoy, 
re^Mctiiva  Review  of  the  liturgy,  A.D.  1661  [N.] 


&!ic's  Speech On  Tuesdc^,  th  23J 

qf  January  IS  10,  the  iioo  Houses  qfPar- 
liamait  hucing  met,  the  Session  was  opened 
hf  Commission,  wfien  tkefoUawing  Speech 
twB  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  His  Majesty  commands  us  to  express 
to  yen  bis  deep  regret,  that  tbe  exertions 
of  the  Emperor  of  Austria  againdt  the  am- 
bitioD  and  Tiolence  of  France,  have  proved 
ttiaTaiting,  and  that  his  Imperial  Majesty 
)ias  been  compelled  to  abandon  the  con- 
test, and  to  conclude  a  disadvantageous 
peace.  Allhoagh  the  war  was  undertaken 
W  that  moftarch  without  encouragement 
on  tbe  part  of  iits  Majesty,  every  effort 
m  maide  for  the  assistance  of  Austria 
which  hit  Majeety  deemed  consistent  with 
the  doe  support  of  his  allies,  and  with  the 
wcHm  and  interest  of  his  own  dominions. 
-^An  lAlack  upon  the  naval  armaments 
^Dd  eefiabiishmcnts  in  the  Scheldt,  afforded 
u  once  the  prospect  of  destroying  a  grow- 
ing fiorree,  which  was  daily  becoming  more 
brmidabie  to  tbe  security  of  this  country, 
uid  of  diverting  the  exertions  of  France 
from  the  ini]^rtant  objects  of  reinforcing 
her  anuies  on  tbe  Danube,  and  of  con- 
UtMling  tbe  spirit  of  resistance  in  the 
North  of  Oermanv.  These  considerations 
icteraieed  his  M^sty  to  employ  his 
^n^oes  ia  an  expedition  to  the  Scheldt. — 
AltlMgh  the  principal  ends  of  this  expe- 
dition nave  not  been  attained,  his  Majesty 
coafidently  hopes  that  advantages,,  mate- 
rially afiocting  the  security  of  his  Majes- 
ty's dominions  to  the  further  prosecution 
of  tbe  wair,  will  be  found  to  result  from  the 
^UflDolition  'of  the  docla  and  arsenals  at 
Vlisbing.  This  important  object  his  Ma- 
jesty was  e&aUed  to  accomplish,  in  conse- 
' of  the  reduction  of  the  Island  of 


Falcheren,  by  the  valour  of  bis  fleets  and 
irmies. — Hit  Majesty  has  giten  direc- 
tiens  that  such  documenti  and  papers 
dk^M  bt  hM  before  yoa-it  he  ttofti  will 


afibrd  satisfiictory  information  upon  th^ 
subject  of  this  expedition.— We  have  it  in 
command  to  state  to  you,  that  his  Mtjesty 
had  uniformly  noticed  to  Sweden  his  Ma« 
jesty's  decided  wish,  that  in  determining 
upon  the  question  of  peace  or  war  with 
France,  and  other  Continental  Powers,  she' 
should  be  guided  by  considerations  result- 
ing from  her  own  situation  and  mterests : 
while  his  Majesty  therefore  laments  that 
Sweden  should  have  found  it  necessary  to 
purchase  peace  by  considerable  saerifices^ 
his  Majesty  cannot  complain  that  she  has 
concluded'it  without  his  Majesty's  parti-* 
cipation.  It  is  his  Majesty's  eainest  wish 
that  no  event  may  occur  to  occasion  the 
interruption  of  those  relations  of  amity 
which  it  is  the  desire  of  his  Majesty  and 
the  interest  of  both  countries  to  preserve. 
«»We  have  it  further  in  command  to  com- 
municate to  you,  that  tbe  efforts  of  his 
Majesty  for  the  protection  of  Portugal 
have  been  powerfully  aided  by  the  confi* 
dence  which  the  Prince  Regent  has  re- 
posed in  his  Majesty,  and  by  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  Local  Government,  and  of 
the  people  of  that  country.  The  expul- 
sion of  the  French  from  Portugal,  by  his 
Majesty's  forces  under  lieut.-gen.  lord 
viscount  Wellington,  and  the  glorious  vic- 
tory obtained  by  him  at  Talavera,  contri- 
buted to  check  the  progress  ol"  the  French 
arms  in  the  Peninsula  during  the  late  cam- 
paign.— His  Majesty  directs  us  to  state 
that  the  Spanish  Government,  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  king  Ferdi- 
nand the  Seventh,  has  determlhed  to  as- 
semble the  general  and  extraordrnary 
C6rtes  of  the  nation :  his  Majesty  trusts 
that  this  measure  will  give  fresh  animation 
and  vigour  to  the  councils  and  the  arms  of 
Spain,  and  successfully  direct  the  ener- 
gies and  spirit  of  the  S{)anish  people  to  the 
maintenance  of  their  legitimate  monar- 
chy, and  to  the  ultimate  deliverance  of 
their  country. — The  most  important  con- 
siderations of  policy  and  of  good  faith  re- 
quire that,  as  long  as  this  great  cause  can 
be  maintained  with  a  prospect  of  success, 
it  should  be  supported,  according  to  the 
nature  and  circumstances  of  the  contest, 
by  the  strenuous  and  continued  assistance 
of  the  power  and  resources  of  his  Majea* 
ty*s  dominions:  and  his  Majesty  relies  on 
the  aid  of  his  Parliament  in  his  anxiona 
endeavours  to  frustrate  the  attempts  of 
France  against  the  happiness  and  freedom 
of  those  loyal  and  resolute  nations.— -Hi# 
Majesty  commands  us  to  acquaint  you^ 
that  tbe  intercourse  between  hm  Msjegty'e 
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niuister  in  America  and  the  government 
of  the  United  States  has  been  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly  interrupted.  His  Ma- 
jesty sincerely  regrets  this  event:  He  has 
however  received  the  strongest  assurances 
from  the  American  minister  resident  at  this 
court,  that  the  United  States  are  desirous 
of  maintaining  friendly  relations  between 
the  two  countries.  This  desire  will  be 
met  by  a  corret^ponding  disposition  on  the 
part  of  his  Majesty. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
"His  Majesty  has  directed  us  to  in- 
form you  that  he  has  ordered  the  Estimates 
for  the  current  j^ear  to  be  laid  before  you ; 
his  Majesty  has  directed  them  to  be  formed 
with  all  the  attention  to  economy  which 
the  support  of  his  Allies  and  the  security 
of  his  dominions  will  permit.  And  his 
Majesty  relies  upon  your  zeal  and  loyalty 
to  afford  him  such  supplies  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  those  essential  objects.— He 
commands  us  to  express  how  deeply  he 
r«grets  the  pressure  upon  his  subjects, 
which  the  protracted  continuance  of  the 
war  renders  inevitable. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
«  We  are  commanded  by  his  Majesty 
to  express  his  hopes  that  you  will  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  infe- 
rior Clergy,  and  adopt  such  further  mea- 
sures upon  this  interesting  subject  as  may 
appear  to  you  to  be  proper. — We  hav«  it 
further  in  command  to  state  to  you  that 
the  accounts  which  will  be  laid  before 
you  of  th^ trade  and  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  found  highly  satisfactory. — 
Whatever  temporary  and  partial  inconve- 
nience may  have  resulted  from  the  mea- 
sures which  were  directed  by  France 
a^inst  those  great  sources  of  our  prospe- 
rity and  strength,  those  measures  have 
wholly  failed  of  producing  any  perma- 
nent or  general  effect. — ^The  inveterate 
hostility  of  our  enemy  continues  to  be  di- 
rected against  this  country  with  unabated 
animosity  and  violence.  To  guard  the  se- 
curity of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  and  to 
defeat  the  designs  which  are  meditated 
against  us  and  our  allies,  will  require  the 
titmost  efforts  of  vigilance,  fortitude  and 
perseverance. 

"  la  every  difficulty  and  danger  his  Ma- 
jesty confidently  trusts  that  he  shall  de- 
rive '  he  mf>8t  etfectual  support,  under  the 
<ontin'ied  blessing  of  Divine  Providence, 
From  the  wisdom  of  his  parliament,  the 
-valour  o^  his  forces,  and  the  spirit  and  dc- 
terminatioa  of  his  people.'^ 


CATHOLIC  CLAIMS. 


LETTER     FROM     LORD     CRENVILLB   TO     THE 
EARL   OP   FINGAL. 

Camclfwd'Housc,  Jan,  22,  181 0. 
My  Lord— I  have  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress this  Letter  to  your  liordsbip,  in  re- 
ply to  that  which  1  received  from  you, 
respecting  the  Petition  wiih  which  you 
are  charged.  This  form  of  comrauntcar 
tion  I  consider  as  most  satisfactory  to 
your  Lordship.  It  is  also  best  calculated 
to  do  juslire  to  the  sentiments  of  some  of 
the  must  distinguished'  advocates  of  yoor 
cause,  in  concurrence  with  >\  hom  my  de- 
cision lias  been  taken.— I  must  in  the  first 
place  assure  your  Lordship,  that  my  opi- 
nion remains  unchanged  as  to  the  object  of 
your  Petition.  It  would,  I  think,  be  an 
act  of  undeniable  wisdom  and  justice -to 
communicate  to  our  fellow  subjects,  pro- 
fessing the  Roman  Catholic  Religion,  the 
full  enjoyment  of  our  Civil  Constitution. 
Such  a 'measure,  accompanied  by  suitable 
arrangements,  maturely  prepared,  and 
deliberately  adopted,  would,  I  am  confi- 
dent, above  all  others,  give  stredgth  and 
union  to  the  Empire,  and  incftased  secu- 
rity to  its  religious  and  civil  establish- 
ments. Your  Lordship  is  well  aware,  that 
on  this  conviction  only  have  1  supported 
it.  To  those  establishments  I  am  unal- 
terably attached  ;  their  inviolable  main* 
tenance  I  have  ever  considered  as  essen- 
tial to  all  the  dearest  interests  of  my 
country.  But  they  rest,  I  am  certain,  on 
foundations  much  too  firm  ;  they  are  far 
too  deeply  rooted  in  the  afiections  of  that 
community  to  which  they  dispense  the 
blessings  of  religion,  order,  and  liberty,  to 
require  the  adventitious  and  dan^.roo««ap- 
port  of  partial  restrictions,  fruitful  in  discon- 
tent, but,  for  secunty  wholly  inefijcient. 
—With  respect  to  the  present  application 
to  Parliament,  I  knew  not,  except  fixHn 
public  report,  that  such  a  measure  was  in 
contemplation ;  or  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
the  petitioners  to  place  their  Petition  in  my 
hands. — I  have  twice  already,  at  the  re- 

auest  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  moved 
le  House  of  Lords  to  take  this  subfect 
into  consideration.  I  did  not,  in  either 
case,  think  myself  responsible  for  your 
determination  as  to  the  time  of  agitating 
the  question:  a  determination  which,  in 
the  first  instance,  I  had  not  suggested,  and 
which  in  the  lastl  had  in  my  place  in  Parlia^ 
ment  publicly  dissuaded.  Recent  eventa 
had  in  both  casesimns^ed  upon  me  a  peco* 
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liar  duty,  not  merely  for  my  own  honour, 
but  in  justice  also  to  your  cause,  to  prove, 
by  my  conduct,  on  the  earliest  uci:asion 
aflbrded  by  yourselves,  that  no  change  of 
pablic  situation,  no  prejudice,  no  calumny, 
no  clamour,  could  either  vary  or  suppress 
m  opinions  on  this  great  national   ques- 
tion.   This  duty  I  willingly  performed. 
JDfeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
the  mearores  which  I  recommended,   I 
haw  spared  no  sacrifice,  omitted  no  ex- 
ertion, by  which  I   could   contribute'  to 
thek  accomplishment.     And  if  i  could 
now  deceive  myself  with  a  hope,  that  a 
renewal  of  my  weak  efforts,  in  the  present 
moment,   could    expedite    or     facilitate 
dieir  ultimate  success,  it  would   be  my 
kigbesl  gratification  once  more  to  stand 
forward  as  the  chosen  advocate  of  national 
coDciliaiiou- — Circumstanced  as  this  ques- 
tion now  is,  both    m  England  and  in  Ire- 
land, it  is,  on  the  contvary ,  my  deliberate 
opinion,  that  no  motion  grounded  on  j'our 
Petition  could,  at  this  time,  in  any  hands, 
certainly  not  in  mine,  be  brought  forward, 
without  great  and  permanent  disadvantage 
to  its  object. — ^Tbis  opinion    is  founded, 
Dotonly  on  the  present  known  dispositions 
<>f  Goverarafent  and  Parliament,  but  also  on 
tbe  unexpected    difficulties   which   have 
sfisenin  Ireland,  on  the  impressions  which 
ibey  may  create,  and  the  embarrassments 
which   they    unavoidably    produce. — It 
would  be  an  invidious  task  for  me  to  re- 
capitulate, in  this  place,  the  transactions 
of  the  last  three  years,  or  to  discuss  the 
^mperand  spirit,  the  language  and  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to- 
wards your  body ;    nor  would  it  become 
ne  to  censure,  though  I  may  be  permitted 
to  lament,  the  decisions  of  the  Legislature. 
—To  these  two  topics  it  is  sufficient  brief- 
ly to  have  adverted.   The  obstacles'which, 
•  in  the  present  moment  they  oppose  to 
^ny   ^vourable    consideration  of   your 
Caase,  and  the   advantages  which  they 
iffi>rd  to  the  misrepresentations  of  your 
^▼ersaries,  are  too  obvious  to  require  ex- 
planation.—Many  circumstances  compel 
loe  to  speak  to  yotur  Lordship  more  at 
^ge  of  the  recent  proceedings  in  Ire- 
iaad ;  with  reference  both  to  their  origin 
uid  to  their  consequences.     For  this  pur- 
pose I  most  beg  leave  to  recall  to  your 
Lordship's  recollection,  the  gronnds  on 
which  the  consideration  of  these  Petitions 
i|u  uaiformly  been  recommended  to  Par- 
liament.    That  which  you  have  asked, 
^  which  has  been  supported  by  the 
greatest  Stateijcaen  of  our  time,  now  no 


more,  is  not  in  its  nature   a  single   dr 
qnconnected  measure.     Its  objects  are,  the 
peace  and   happiness  of  Ireland,  and  the 
union  of  the  empire  in  affection,  as  weil 
as  in  government.      Vain  indeed,  would 
be  the  hope  of  accomplishing  such  pur- 
poses,   solely    by  the    repeal    of   a  few 
remaining  disqualifications,  which  by  a 
strange  anomaly  are   still  left  subsisting 
amidst  the  ruins  of  a  whole  code  of  pro- 
scription.    To  impute  to  you    this    vi- 
sionary  pretension,  has  been  the  artifice 
of  your  opponents.     The  views  of  your 
friends  hath  been  more  enlarged. — With 
the  just  and   salutary  extension  of  civil 
rights  to  your  body,  must  be  combined,  if 
tranquillity  and  union  be  our  object,  other 
extensive  and  complicated  arrangements. 
All  due  provision  must  be  made  for  the 
inviolable  maintenance  of  the  religions  and' 
civil  establishments  of  this  United  King- 
dom.   Much  must  be  done  for  mutual  coa« 
ciliation;  much  for  common  safety;  many 
contending  interests  must  be  reconciled, 
many  jealousies  allayed,  many  long  che- 
rished and  mutually  destructive  prejudices 
eradicated. — Such,  at  least,  have  always 
been  my  own  declared  opinions.  When  this 
mfitter  was  last  under  the  consideration  of 
Parliament,  I  had  occasion  to  dwell,  with 
particular  earnestness,  on  this  necessity ; 
I  invited  the  suggestions  of  others  for  pro- 
viding for  it ;  and  I  enumerated  several 
measures  which  eight  years  before  had 
been  in  the  contemplation  of  Government^ 
in  conjunction  with  which  I  then  cherished 
the  vain  hope  of  rendering  this  great  ser- 
vice to  my  country. — ^Among  these  mea- 
sures, I  pomted  out  the  proposal  of  vesting 
in  the  Crown   an   effectual    negative   on 
the  appointment  of  your  Bishops.    That 
suggestion  had  previously  been  brought 
forward  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  meet 
the  just  expectations,  not  of  any  bigotted 
or  interested  champions  of  intolerance, 
but  of  men  of  the  purest  intentions  and 
most  enlightened  judgment.    Men  willing 
to  do  all  justice  to  the  loyalty  of  your  pre- 
sentBishops,  yet  not  unreasonably  alarmed 
at  any  possibility,  by  which  functiuns  of 
such  extensive  influence  might  hereafter 
be  connected  with  a  foreign  interest,  hos- 
tile to  the  tranquillity  of  y  our  country.    A 
danger  recently  very  much  increased  bj 
the  captivity  and  deposition  of  the  Head 
of  your  Church,  by  the  seiaure  of  his  do- 
minions, and  by  the  declared  intention  of 
that  hostile  government  to  assume  in  fii- 
ture  the  exclusive  nomination  of  his  suc- 
cessors.   The  suggestion  thus  opened  t# 
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Parliament,  produced  there  impressions 
highly  farourable  to  your  cause ;  it  was 
received  as  the  surest  indication  of  those 
dispositions,  without  which  aH  concession 
must  be  nugatory*  and  all  conciliation 
hopeless.  To  my  mind  it  hr.d  been  re- 
commended by  long  reflection.  It  had 
fbrmed  a  part  of  the  original  conception 
of  those  measures  as  consequent  upon  the 
Union.  It  was  now  again  brought  for- 
ward with  the  concurrence  of  the  two  in- 
dividuals, from  whose  opinions  those  gene- 
rally preyalent  among  your  body  might 
bast  be  inferred ;  of  the  agent  of  the  very 
persons  to  whose  office  it  related,  and  of 
your  Lordship,  to  whom,  in  addition  to 
every  other  claim  to  respect  and  confi- 
dence, the  exclusive  charge  of  the  Petition 
had  recently  been  committed.  What  I 
said  on  the  subject,  in  the  House  of  Lqrds, 
was  spoken  in  the  hearing  of  both,  and  I 
received  from  both,  while  the  impression 
was  yet  recent  on  your  minds,  the  most 
JCrati«yiog  acknowledgments  of  your  satis- 
nciioa  in  all  that  I  had  stated. — It  was 
4ievtr,  I  believe,  imagined  by  any  of  us, 
that  what  then  passed  could  be  binding  on 
the  opinions  of  the  pnetitioners.  The  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Ireland  are  not  a  corpo- 
rate body.  They  speak  through  no  coro- 
.mon  organ.  Their  various  wishes  and  in- 
lerestSa  like  those  of  their  fellow*subjects, 
can  be  collected  only  from  general  infor- 
mation; and  any  opinions,  erroneously 
attributed  to  tbea,  they,  like  all  other 
persons,  are  folly  entitled  to  disclaim.— 
I  Uamt,  however,  with  deep  and  heart- 
Mt  regret,  the  subseaoent  proceedings 
which  took  place  in  Ireland,  in  conse- 
queace  of  this  suggestion.  To  discuss  the 
grounds  of  those  proceedings  woald  be 
foreign  from  my  present  purpose.  Tbeir 
effisct^hrionsly  must  be,  not  only  to  revive 
expirn^  prejvdices,  but  to  clog  with  frenh 
awbarrassment  every  future  consideration 
of  any  of  the  measures  coanectec^  with 
'  y«ur  Petitions.  To  myself  unquestionably 
tihe  difficulty  of  ortginatrng  at  this  time 
any  fresh  discussion  of  those  measures, 
does,  m  such  circumstances,  appear  al- 
most insuperable.  Let  me  net,  however, 
Ue  misanderstood.  When  I  speak  of  the 
necessity  of  combinvug,  with  ^e  accom- 
l^ishment  of  your  wishes,  provisions  of 
jQst  security  to  others,  I  am  no  )e»  desir- 
ous of  coosokiBg  every  reasonable  ajipre- 
kensiim  on  yoor  part. — To  the  forms,  in- 
4feed,  of  these  securities,  or  to  the  particn- 
kr  detaib  of  the  proposed  aitang^nients> 
1  MMk  ooppavailmiy  Mttto  importanoe. 


A  pertinacious  adherence  to  such  d^t&ils' 
in  opposition  even  to  •groundless  prejadice, 
I   consider  i*8  the   reverse  of  legislative 
wisdom.     I  look  only  to  their  substantial 
purposes  ;  the  safety  of  our  own  establish- 
ments, the  mutual  good  will  of  all  our 
fellow  subjects,  and  the  harmony  of  the 
United  Kingdom. — That  adequate  arrange- 
ments  may  be  made  for  all  these  purposes, 
consistently  with  the  strictest  adherence, 
on  your  part,  to  your  own  religious  tenets, 
is  the  persuasion  which  you  have    long 
been  labouring  to  establish,  and  of  which 
I  have  uniformly  professed  my  own  con- 
viction.— ^Were  it  otherwise,  I  should  in- 
deed despair.     But  that  these  objects  may 
be  reconciled,  in  so  far  at  least  as  respecti 
the  appointment  of  your  Bishops,  is  known 
with  undeniable  certainty.     Jt  is  proved 
by  the  acquiescence  of  your  Church  in 
similar  arrangements  under  other  Goyem- 
ments,  by  the  sentiments  which  many  of 
yourselves  still  entertain  as  to  the  proposal 
suggested  in  1808,  and,  most  of  all,  by 
the  express  consent  formerly  given  to  that 
proposal,  in  a  declaration  signed  by  Uio 
most  conf^iderable  of  your  own  l^hops. — 
I  nee,  therefore,  in  the  present  state  of  tiua 
subject,  much  unexpected  embarrassmeot, 
and  many  difficulties,  which  renewed  dis- 
'CQSsion,  m  the  present  moment,  must,  fn* 
stead  of  smoothing,  inevitably  aggravate. 
There  is,  howler,  no  ground  for  uftimalft 
discouragement.    The  sentiment  of  rocn* 
procal  confidence,  the  spirit  of  nratnal 
conciliation,  would  surmount  hit  greater 
obstacles. — But  nothing,  permit  me  to  re- 
mark it,  can  in  the  mean  time  be  more  in- 
jurious to  your  cause,  than  any  attempt, 
by  partial  and   precipitate  decisions,   to 
prejudge  its  separate  branches,  or  to  liiuit 
its  unreserved  discussion.    !No  course  caa 
be  more  grateful  to  yout*  opponents,  iKMte 
more  embarrassing  to  your  supportera.— ^ 
To  Parliament,  when  any  more  favouv^able 
conjecture  for  this  disctrssion  ^all  arise^ 
every  infinrmation  may  properly  be  aop. 
pKed,  every  wish  imparted,  every  appre- 
hension commutiicfilted.^   There  tMy,  by 
a  systematic  tixiA  comprehensive  fi^rso^e- 
ment  of  thi^  ext<insiv6  subject,  can  M  its 
diflfredti^s  b^  turmountedi  all  ifts  rfela^Mia 
finally  adjusted.    To  be  ^ective  and  p^r* 
manent,   such  an  STran)getoe^rt  must    l>« 
mutually  satibfiftctory.    This  is  alike  €bm 
interest  of  every  mettiber  of  tlie  BtHfi^ 
empif «,  but  to  non^  tnoite  Mttptifuati  tbaui 
to  the  Catholiea  of  Iretand.     The  ststbilHry 
of  all  vour  citit  rights,  both  of  flMe  whiota 
yoQ  Alrtttdf  c^^y,  a(ld  of  Obote  le 
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I  you  seek  to  be  admitted,  essentially  •de- 
pends on  the  trauqoillity  and  harmony  of 

I  your  country,  on  banishing  from  it  every 
hostile  inOuence,  and  composing  all  its 
intemal  ^lifierences.  —  These  opinibns  I 
have  expressed  to  your  Lordship  wl!h  the 
freedom  of  a  tried  and  zealous  advocate 
of  your  cause.  On  these  grounds  alone 
have  I  ever  attempted  to  do  justice  to  it. 
To  have  argued  it  on  any  other  would 
have  been  a  dereliction  of  my  own  prin- 
ciples.'—I  need  hardly  add,  that  by  the 
same  priDciples  my  present  conduct  must 
equally  be  directed  ^---Should  the  petition- 
ers continue  to  entertain  the  desire  con- 
veyed in  your  Lordship's  letter,  that  1 
should  lay  this  Petition  upon  the  table  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  with  that  request  I 
cannot  hesitate  to  comply.  It  would  be 
highiy  improper  to  deny  to  such  a  body 
of  men  the  opportunity  of  submitting, 
throng  my  hands,  if  they  should  so  desire 
it,  and  at  their  own  lime,  their  wishes  to 
the  Legislature  of  their  country.  It  would 
^  still  more  inexcusable  in  a  case,  where 
all  my  opinions  and  all  my  wishes  are 
farourable  to  the  object  of  their  applica- 
tkwi.  On  the  measure  itself,  if  any  motion 
respecting  it  be  originated  by  others,  I 
shall  not  fail  to  urge,  with  unabated  ear- 
nestness, all  the  same  sentiments  which  I 
have  detailed  in  this  letter.  But  I  must 
with  equal  ezplicitness  decline  to  be  my- 
self at  this  time,  and  under  so  many  cir- 
cumstances of  such  peculiar  disadvantage 
ta  your  cause,  the  mover  of  any  such  pro- 
position. I  am  satis^cd,  that,  by  this  deci- 
sion, I  shall  best  promote  the  ultimate  suc- 
cess of  that  great  work  which  I  have  long 
bbowned  to  accomplish.  My  reasons  for 
this  persuasion  I  have,  I.  trust,  sufficiently 
e?qplaaiied.^  They  m^y  be  erroneous,  they 
are  at  lesuit  sincere.— To  the  principle  of 

^  eopa}  laxvs,  to  the  object  of  national  con- 

ViiiarioD,  I  am  invariably  attached.  By 
me^  they  shall  never  be  abiandoned.  But 
any  penonal  exertions  which  lean  make# 
fer  pvposes  of  such  inestimable  benefit  to 
vy  ooimtry,  must  ever,  be  regulated  by 
tnt  discretion,  wluch  I  am  equally  de- 
tmuaed  in  every  situation  to  reserve,  dn» 
fatlered  by  previous  engagements,  and 
tht  fcithfal  exercise  .of  which  my  public 
^nSBf  impecatiTely  forbids  me  to  reliiu)uish. 
1  hm  the  honour  to  be,  with  sincere  re^ 
ipcct  and  regard,  my  Lord, .  your  LonU 
tt^s  fliost  obedient  bumble  servant, 

Orbhvillb* 


THE 


HON.  G.  VILLIERS'  DELINQUENCY. 

Sir; — This  gentleman's  case  is  the 
most  prominent  instance  of  Delinquency, 
that  has  occurred  within  the  century :  and 
compared  with  it.  Lord  Melville's  i;nputed 
misconduct  sinks  into  a  venial  peccadillo. 
When  the  public  are  told  that  up  to  the 
year  1804,  Mr.  Villiers  is  indebted  in  th* 
enormous  sum  of  284,000/.  what  opinion 
can  they  form  of  the  administration  (^ 
their  affairs?  while  the  tax  gatherers  are  en* 
forcing  by  distressing  means  the  payment 
of  taxes  from  the  indigent  mechanic  and 
his  starving  otfspring,  what  are  they  to 
feel,  on  hearing  that  there  has  been  all 
this  time,  so  enormous  a  balance  in  the 
hands  of  an  inferior  paymaster.  When 
laws  were  passed  to  regulate  the  offices  of 
the  Paymaster  of  the  Forces  and  the  Trea* 
surer  of  the  Navy,  Why  was  no  attention 
shewn  to  the  I'ay master  of  the  Marines? 
for  it  is  now  gravely  advanced,  though  I 
presume,  the  defence  is  inadmissible,  thai 
no  regulation  having  been  made,  Mr«  ViU 
liers  had  a  power  of  using  the  balances  in 
his  hands,  at  his  own  dbcretion,  and  has 
not  been  guilty  of  a  delinquency,  if  he  be 
able  hereaiter  to  repay  the  deficit,  and  the 
public  do  not  sustain^  a  loss.  Ii  will  be 
very  easy  to  shew  the  fallacy  of  this  rea^ 
sonin^,  but  at  present  I  shall  only  say.  that 
Lord  Melville  did  not  owe  one  farthing  t* 
the  public,  when  the  House  of  Commons 
ordered  him  to  be  impeached.  Bat  pro* 
ceed  to  farther  views  of  this  case,  and  I 
again  ask,  why  an  Act  has  not  been  passed 
to  regulate  this  office?  Mr.  Geo^  Villiefa 
is  known  to  be  a  |;reat  favourite  of  thsi 
king's,  and  from  his  agricultural  pursuiU  4o 
have  been  in  the  habits  of  familiar  intlr 
macy  with  his  majesty;  and  theinfcrenet 
drawn  from  this  oircuaistatiiee  is^the  most 
unfavourable  toi .the  character  of  theking | 
as  I  am  coi^vtnced  that  it  is  at  the 
time  unfounded,  for  hi^  ro^etty  haai 
been  known  to  protect  delinquents,  or. to 
encourage  miscondoot  in  his  favtouHtis  ser^ 
vanis,  howefver  the  mean  sobserytency  and 
interested  ambiiioa  of  miniiters  may  b«vn 
led  them,  as  in .  the  present  iaslanec^  Jko* 
wink  at  the  misoondnci  of  sueh  as  wait 
supposed  to  enjoy  an  uneemmen  shibre* 
of  royal  fovoui,  and  tei.omit  wf^m^ 
corrective  regulations^  fen  fear  of  gtw^ 
ing  theM  offenee^  These  are  ineenre* 
niences  that  naturaUby result  froift.dve^ 
degree  of  f)i9oadttsnv.  thao  mtornl  <^m^ 
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dency  of  which  is,  to  confer  offices  of  trust 
on  unwortliy  objects,  and  to  protect  their 
abuse  in  the  execution  of  them.  But  I 
return  to  the  question  of  Mr.  Villiers'  delin- 
quency ;  and  on  this,  I  have  no  hesita- 
uon  to  pronounce  him  guilty,  though  not 
under  any  directly  prohibitory  act  of 
parliament,  and  simply  on  this  ground, 
that  every  man  entrusted  with  the  public 
money,  ought  to  keep  it  at  all  times  ready 
to  be  applied  to  the  public  service,  and 
should  not  use  unfair  means  to  possess 
himself  of  it,  and  that  Mr.  Villiers  has  mis- 
applied the  money,  entrusted  to  him  as  a 
public  officer,  by  diverting  it  to  his  wvn 
private  purposes,  and  for  his  private  emo- 
lument, so  as  at  this  moment  to  have  a 
balance  against  him  of  280,000/.  which  he 
cannot  pay  or  i^efund,  when  called  on  so 
to  do.     Here  there  is  a  notorious  delin- 

2uency,  founded  in  a  breach  of  trust  and 
erejiction  of  duty,  and  attended  with  a 
great  loss  and  inconvenience  to  the  public, 
and  this  when  on  the  admission,  that 
there  is  no  prohibitive  statute  against  the 
practice.  But  I  understand,  that  there 
was  a  regulation  of  office,  which  will 
greatly  aggravate  the  delinquency,  and 
stamp  Mr.  Villiers  with  the  infamy  of  a 
ftilse  retvim,  twelve  times  in  the  y*ar,  for  I 
believe  the  rule  of  office  to  be,  that  he,  as 
Paymaster  of  Marines,  was  to  draw  their 
pay  monthly  from  the  Navy  Office,  and 
that  on  each  application  he  was  to  state  the 
balance  in  his  hands,  which,  if  exceeding 
4  or  5,000i.  was  made  applicable  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  ensuing  month.  Could  Mr. 
Villien  be  ignorant  of  the  slate  of  the  ba- 
lance of  his  cash  account?  impossible;  and 
if  he  has  every  month  signed  a  folse  re- 
turn, be  has  been  gnilty  of  a  direct  fraud, 
totally  distinct  firom  the  case  of  delinquency 
as  stated  above,  and  superadded  to  it. 
Such,  I  say,  must:  be  our  decided  views 
of  this  case,  and  I  re(]fuest  the  opinion  of 
your  4egal  friends,  in  what  manner  the 
Attorney  General  is  bound  by  his  duty 
to  prosecute  the  delinquent,  for  I  conqeive 
that  there  can  be  no  security  for  the  pub- 
lic, if  delinquenu  of  the  abore  descrip-- 
tion  are  suffered  to  escape  with  impunity, 
for  that  would  be  holding  out  a  precedent 
to  encodrage  the  abuse  of  office,  and  na- 
turally lead  to  the  belief,  that  if  a  man  in 
office  committed  a  petty  offence,  he  ran 
the  risk  of  being  cashiered  and  stigma- 
tized ;  but  if  he  rose  to  the  daring  mag- 
nitude of  ^ilt,  and  propped  himself  up 
witn  the  spoils  of  the  poMic,  he  might 
then  be  safe  and  be  prepared  to  fight  the 


public  with  their  own  mohoy.  I  aaj 
awurethat  Mr.  Villiers  will  have  many 
supporters  on  this  occasion,  and  that 
there  are  many  who  will  think  the  loss  of 
office  a  sufficient  punishment.  But,  I 
certainly  differ  from  them,  for  thougli  Mr. 
Villiers  should  be  stripped  of  all  his  ra- 
rtous  sinecures  at  Gibraltar,  and  in  the 
West  Indie^t,  as  well  as  of  his  place  of  Pay- 
master of  the  Marines,  as  1  take  it  for 
granted  that  he  will  be,  still  this  would  be 
only  the  consequence  of  incapacity.  But 
if  he  has  been  guilty  of  delinquency  and 
fraud,  the  transgression  requires  a  penal 
prosecution,  and  that  he  be  brought  as  a 
delinquent  to  the  bar,  to  take  his  trial  be- 
fore a  jury"  of  his  countrymen.  If  it 
should  be  alledged  that  Mr.  Villiers  re- 
posed his  confidence  in  a  deputy  or  clerk 
of  the  name  of  Waters,  that  the  returns 
were  signed  by  him,  and  the  money  ap- 
plied by  him,  and  therefore  that  Mr.  Wa- 
ters is  alone  responsible  for  the  conse- 
quences; such  a  train  of  reasoning  n 
utterly  inapplicable,  and  could  not  in  any 
degree  be  pleaded  in  the  present  ca&e  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Villiers,  for  in  the  first 
place,  no  man  will  venture  to  deny  that 
Mr.  Villiers  is  accountable  for  the  public 
money  misapplied  by  Mr.  Waters ;  even 
uii  the  supposition  that  such  misappViCa- 
tion  had  been  made  by  him,  without  Mr. 
Villiers  knowing  it,  or  deriving  any  ad- 
vantage from  the  misapplication ;  bat  we 
have  heard  of  instances  when  Mr.  VilHers 
was  brought  forward  as  the  principal  by 
Mr.  Waters  in  the  purchase  ot  some 
mills,  where  the  seller  refused  Mr.  Wa- 
ters's  security!  ond  we  believe  it  will  be 
no  difficult  matter  to  identify  Mr.  Villiers 
and  Mr.  Waters,  in  all  the  purchases,  en- 
gagements, contracts,  trade  and  traffic, 
carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  latter.  And 
this  too  by  proof  positive  and  direct,  with- 
out adopting  a  precedent  repuenant  to 
the  mild  and  liberal  principles  of  the  pe- 
nal code  of  the  British  constitutjea,  and 
which  savours  too  strongly  of  Inquisitorial 
maligniur,  the  arming  the  deput3r  by  a 
Bill  of  Indemnity  to  charge  his  pridripaf 
with  offences  in  which  they  have  been 
joint  actors.  But  to  return  to  the  subject, 
Mr.  Villiers  by  suffering  the  misapplica* 
tion,  whether  be  knew  it  or  npt,  is  guilty 
of  the  delinquency,  for  he  might  haye 
known  it,  and  he  ought  to  have  known  it; 
and  in  sharing  the  profits  of  the  misappli- 
cation with  his' clerk  or  deputy,  he  con- 
stituted himself  a  partner  in  all  bis  tran»- 
actions^  and  is  chargeable    with    every 
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species  of  fraud  practised  by  Mr.  Waters. 
Bat  let  OS  take  another  view;  Who  i$ 
this  Mr.  Waters,  who  enjoyed  Mr.  Vil- 
liers's  coo&dence  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
JW3W88  himself  ot*  250,000/.  of  the  pdblic 
money  Id  Mr.  Villiers's  office  ?  Will  it  be 
believed  that  Mr.  Waters  entered  that 
office  33  a  low  clerk  without  any  property, 
and  was  raised  by  Mr.  Villiers  to  be  his 
zjpoX  with  full  confidence  in  his  honesty 
aad  imeWigence,  and  with  something  less 
than  no  ciaracter  ?  if  itbe  true,  as  I  have 
heard,  that  Captain  Bail  of  the  Roya!  Navy 
had  apprized  Mr.  Viiliersof  Mr.  Waters's 
eoodact,  when  he  acted  as  his  cl«rk,  which 
was  calculated  to  have  put  Mr.  Villiers 
OB  his  guard.  But  is  it  possible  that  a 
clerk  with  the  best  character,  could  have 
diverted  to  hi»  own  use  280,000/.  of  the 
money  for  which  Mr.  Villiers  was  an- 
nretable,  without  his  knowledge  ?  If  Mr. 
Villiera  will  defend  himself  by  saying 
that  snch  a  thing  is  possible,  he  would 
declare  himself  not  only  unfit  for  any  of- 
fice that  required  common  sense,  but  he 
mastappeara  drivelher  and  an  idiot ;  and 
this  certainly  is  not  Mr.  George  Villiers's 
character.  But  is  it  not  astonishing,  that 
with  the  example  of  Lord  Melville  and 
Mr.  Steele  before  his  eyes,  Mr.  Villiers, 
knowing  himself  to  be  a  public  account- 
ant, iboak!  not  have  thougnt  of  getting  in 
his  nuney,  and  being  prepared  for  an 
eoqnifj.  These  examples  could  not  have 
^ed  to  have  giren  him  a  seasonable 
^^niag,  and  I  ca;ti  only  impute  his  being 
now  onprepared- to  meet  the  enquiry,  by 
(opposing  what  is  known  to  be  the  fact, 
that  be  ^engaged  in  so  many  sp6Culations> 
vidembaric^  the  balances  m  so*  many 
different  objects^  that  it  became  impossi- 
ble for  htm  to  draw  them  in,  and  that  the 
conatmnt  loss  to  the  public  will  be 
XMaetbm^.  prodigious.— But  what  does 
Mr.  Villien  say,  now  that  the  money  is 
called  £Q|r^  Mr.  Villiers  says,  he  has  the 
^"toiort  confidence  in  Mr.  Waters,  so  far 
jw believe  him;  that  he  considers  Mr. 
Waters  as  an  honeit  and  trust- worthy  man, 
^  that  he  makes  no  doubt  that  every 
wing  will  appear  very  fair,  when  Mr. 
Waters  returns  from  P<»rtu£[al,  and  pro- 
duces the  books  which  are  in  his  posses- 
'^^  But  in  the  mean  time,  this  honest 
^  his  disappeared,  and  carried  the  of* 
ficc  boob  with  him  ;  and  this  too,  we  are 
J^wppose,  without  Mr.  George  ViUiers's 
™wl^ge..  Now,  fortunately  for  the 
^^■•«  of  truth,  there  are  always  circum- 
"^•Jwas  that  overset  the  best  formed  at- 


tempt  to  conceal  it,  and  here  again  w» 
hare  proof  direct  that  this  could  not'have 
possibly  been,  without  Mr.  George  Vil- 
liers's  knowledge;  for  Mr.  Waters  left 
the  Marine  Pay  Office  about  a  year  ago, 
but  he  was  not  dismissed ;  and  last  sum- 
mer visited  North  America,  as  was  whis- 
pered at  the  time,  to  avoid  being  examined 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts,  and 
returned  to  England  in  the  autumn.. 
What  books  could  Mr.  Waters  have  kept 
after  he  left  the  office  ?  Certainly  not  the' 
otfice  books,  the  business  could  not  ha^' 
been  carried  on  without  them  ;  the  booses*, 
then,  that  Mr.  George  Villiers' now  saya 
are  in  Mr.  Waters's  possession,  can  be  no 
other  than  the  cash  accounts,  with  that  of 
the  partnership  concerns  of  Vllhers  and 
Waters ;  and  without  these  books,  Mr.- 
GJeorge  Villiers  certainly  cannot  pretend  to 
say  what  balance  will  be  found  on  his  pri-  < 
vate  transactions  applicable  to  the  defieit 
of  bis  public  accounts.  But  this  should 
not  prevent  the  Commissioners  from  pro- 
ceeding with  his  public  accounts,  which 
should  be  made  up  with  all  possible  dis^ 
patch,  that  the  sum  of  the  deficit  may  be- 
ascertained,  for  if  the  deficit  on  the  last 
SIX,  years  be  in  proportion  to  that  of  the 
preceding,  I  may  venture  to  say,  that 
the  deficit,  with  legal  interest  on  it,  will 
(ar  exceed  half  a  million.  The  extent  of 
Mr.  Waters's  dealings  as  a  general  mer-t 
chant  and  discounter  are  well  known,  but 
it  may  not  be  equally  knoWn,  that  he 
had  a  contract  from  the  Ordnance  Office, 
for  iron  tools,  &c.  a  transaction  which  ap<» 
pears  extremely  suspicious  on  both  sides, 
for  it  presents  us  with  the  view  of  one- 
office  contracting  with  another,  and  al** 
lowing  a  profit  on  the  application  of  the 
money  of  the  public.  I  forbear  to  puraue^ 
this  more  than  suspicious  connection: 
through  the  various  shades  of  dereliction 
of  duty,  if  not  of  participation  in  frauds 
which  will  present  themselves  to  those  tber 
least  conversant  with  pnbKc  business. 
But  I  cannot  so  lightly  pasd  over  the  con- 
duct of  the  Navy  Board,  who  issoed  the 
money  to  Mr.  Geo.  Villiers,  and  to, whom 
be  has  been  all  along  accountable  for  the 
application  of  it ;  for  between  the  one  and 
the  other,  a  high  degree  of  criminali^ 
rests.  If  the  Navy  Board  bad  done  their 
duty,  this  deficit  could  not  have  been ;  it 
will  be  impossible  for  them  to  exculpate 
themselves,  by  charging  Mr.  Geo.  Villiers 
with  folse  returns.  It  was  their  business 
to  have  examined  those  returns,  when  the 
fraud  woold  have  been  easily  detected^ 
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and  in  not  doing  «o,  tbey  have  forieiud 
all  olaiins  lo  cooidence,  tbey  hate  shewn 
themselves  incompetent  to  the  dutieiof 
their  office,  if  they  have  not  connivied  at 
Mr.  Geo.  Villiers'  guilt;  and  they  ought, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Geo.  VilUer8»  to  be  not 
only  dismissed  from  ofike,  bat  declared 
incapable  of  serving  his  miyesty  in  any  ca- 
pacity,  tjivil  or  military.  For  if  they 
abonld  be  only  dismissed  from  od^  office,. 
to  be  appointed  to  another,  mimtetv 
would  then  become  implicated  in  the-  ge- 
ntfaV  criminality ;  for  such  appointment,  so 
^from  punishing  delinquency,  as  the  pub- 
lic interest  demands,  would  in  reality  be 
rewarding  it.— I  have  heard  Mr.  Fordyce's 
case  brought  as  a  precedent  of  a  public 
defaulter  .being  appointed  tp  an  important 
official  situation. .  This  is  a  strong  proof  of 
the  danger  of  precedent.  Bat  without 
justtfying  Miv  Fordyce's  appointment; 
his  case  was,  in  every  material  point,  dif- 
&reofe'^  from  that  of  Mr.  Villiers.  Mr. 
Fordyce'a  deEcit  was  about  100,000/. 
Mr.  Geo.  Villiers  up  to  1804  is  280,000/., 
tins  re^rs  only  to  the  public.  Mr. 
Eordyee's  arose  from  the  failure  of  the 
B^ks^  in  which  he  had  deposited  the 
public  money.  Here  there  was  misfor- 
tane, .  b«t  do  delinquency.  Mr.  G90. 
T<IUierst'a  deficit  ariies  from  trading  with 
fke  public  mohey,  and  a  system  of  false 
retmni.  Mr^  Fordyce's  defkit  was  set- 
tkd/'aad  sufficient'  security  given  for  the 
npajrmentc  Mr.  Geo.  Villiers's  deficit  is 
oei  ascertain^,  nor  his  account  setiled. 
The  €9M$j  are  therefiore  totally  .ditTerent, 
and  the.  precedent  can,  in  no  way,  apply. 
9«lhidaedtbe  conduet  of  government  tor 
wtadirLord  Melville  may  satisfy  the  puh- 
licx>ii')thia  point,  that  bo  attempt  will  be 
node  to  peettct  Mr.  Geo.  VUliers  against 
tlM' jwtiee^the  countryi  or  to  screen  bis 
«Utwineiicy.  They,  neMier  can  nor  dare 
db  k ;  for,  asil  bsA(1%  t^  bedHning,  Mr. 
^eo.  VtlUeoinftettely  exceeds  any  delin- 
uiicuwy  ever  imputed  to  Lord  Melville. 
Isay  impated>  for,  at  the  time  that  Lord 
MelviUv  was  impeaehed,  he  was  not  ade* 
iuiliior,  he  did  not  ovre  the  public  a  sbil- 
Iwg^^^Mr.  StMle^s  case  agrees  more  di- 
muly  with  thttt  of  Mr.  Gee.  Villiers^  for 
\m\  vrar«>defaulttr  and  a  delinquent,  as 
llrw  Geor  ViUiers  is,  at  thi^  moment ;  and 
wheir the  defaok  has  ariattk  fifom  ai».jic9t 
arads  of  deUnqueBev,  Ibelieve  it  will  he 
vBiversally  admitled,  that  repa^iii|g  Ibe 
■nney  is  not  a  fufficiaiit  taHsfaotion  ta 
wdilic  jaatioe:  a»d  that  pnniahoieBt  k 
d«»^  tilt  MittiuMByt  jt*  act  aaj^ialttta* 


ry  example,  to  deter  public  ^cers  from 
the  commission  of  similar  offences;  for 
if  there  be  no  punishment  for  malversa* 
tion  and  delinquency  ;  the  temptation 
of  private  interest  will  continue  to  ope- 
rate, as  we  see  it  has  done,  and  lead  public 
officers  to  apply  the  monies  in  their  hands 
to  objects  -of  speculation  and  profit,  if 
there  be  no  check  but  tb^  dread  of  losing 
the  office  in  which  t)i^  malversation  has 
occurred.— -If  the  re•t^0|ion  of  a  thefbor  a 
robbery  is  not  admitt«|,  in  law,  as  a  dis- 
charge  from  the  criminal  prosecntion; 
ought  not  the  same  principle  to  be  applied 
to  state  delinquents  ?  who  have  no  excuse 
from  necessity^  and  whose  ofibnces  ace  in- 
finitely more  dahgerous  to  tlie  commu- 
nity, from  the  infection  of  example,  and 
the  magnitude  of  the  crime. 

Yours,  &c.  A>  B. 


CATHOLIC  CLAIMS. 

Sir;— Dr.  Milner's  lietter,  pnblished  in 
the  last  number  of  your  Hegister,  contains 
a  statement  of  some  very  important  facts 
respecting  the  conditioii  of  tlie  Irish  and 
English  Soldiera  and  Sailors  in.  his  ma- 
jesty's serviced  the  follow'mg  drcum- 
stance,  copied  almost  literal ly,- from  Mr. 
Pameirs  "  Histocioal  Account  of  the  Law» 
against  the  Irish  Catliolics"  is  not  less  cd^ 
rious  or  interesting. — By.  oertaia;  Aots.of 
the  Irish  Parliament,  Koqiaq*  Calhehcs 
were  allowed  to  serve  in  Ireia^d  as  pri- 
vatest  And  the  act  passed,  for  the  x^M 
of  the  Irish  Catholics  in  1703  jnade  il 
lawful  for  them  to  hold  in  Ireland,  any 
military  office  or  employiiie*H.  bakyw  a 
eertai»  rank — ^In  a  comoltuiicatiotfir  whkh 
they  had  with.ge¥ernmenl»  tbeyobteirvw 
edy  that  the  act  would  nal  enable  them  to 
hald^or'  continue  ta'hold,tany  socl^  offiee 
or  employment  out  of  kekod  :  afid  that 
as  both  officers'  and  privates  were  in  con- 
stant motion  from?  one  part  of  his  m** 
jesty'a  donunions  to  another^  it  waa  n** 
cestaiy,  to  give  the  BiH  any  usefnl  efiecfi 
that  the  English  act  of  1st  Geo.  1st,  wdueli 
prohibtta  Cadiolica  from  filling  any  niiti- 
tary  situation*  should  be  repealed.  In 
aaewdr  to  this  applicatieiv  the  CaliioifCS 
were  infortncd  by  lord  Uobarty  Uisit  such 
a»flaeasiire  woold  be  iaMaediateljradopted; 
aiMl  a  letAor  of  hk  m^^v's  Secvettrr.  of 
Siate,  containiag  a  pramke  to  thia  enact 
by^the  Bngliah  goremmest,  was  prodnead 
to  them.  Upon  tbe  debate  inrthe  bowa 
of  Lofds  on  ihta  act*  bMd^  Famhua 
ptppaead  sn.amwmliuem  t^thaclaiiM  rc^ 
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latin^.to  military  ofljcers,  by  rendcfing 
it!  operation  conduioaal,  until  Englund 
siMuH)  pass  a  siniilar  law.  Tbe  Chan- 
cellor, Lord  Clare,,  opposed  it :  '«  for/' 
said  he,  "  it  coold.fiot  be  supposed  that 
"his majesty ^vQutd  appoint  a  man. to  such 
".t  posft,  .lintil  the  laws  of  the  empire 
''.flhould  fuUy  qoalify  him  to  act  in  every 
'^part  df  i*  :*'  And  he  said  ^'  it  was  more 
"jthan  probable  a  similar  law  to.  this 
"•WQuM'tbe  adopted  in  England  before  tbe 
"lapse  of  tvo  lamiihs,  and  that,  on  this 
*'  ground^  the  ame5dmeni  would  be  wholly 
"  ojinccessary/*— Now,  Sir,  incredible  as 
it  jnay  appear.  Lord  Howick's  bill,^-ifaat 
byi,  that  very  bill,  which  produced  the 
hprrid  yell  of  "  No  Popery,"  and  blessed 
the  kii^gdom  with  the  No  Popery  and 
Walcfaeren  Administration,  was  no  more 
tlian  a  performance  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics of  the  ptromtse  made  to  them  four- 
teen years  before,  by  Lord  Hob  art,  and 
L^rd  Clare  ;  and,  on  the  ^ith  of  which, 
thounnds  had  enlisted  as  privates^  and 
sQireral  accepted  ofBces,  which  in  the 
hm  of  danger,  they  were  courted  to 
accept.    Yours,  -  Spa&Tivcus. 


^elit  that  a  church  stripped  of  its  tehipora- 
titles  can  do.  The  bishops  of  Scotland,  as' 
a  kgal  body,  have  been  allowed  to  ap- 
proach the  throne  with  their  addresses, 
and,  I  dare  say,  though  I  do  not  know  the 
fact,  did  not  fail  to  show  their  loyalty  on 
occasion  of  the  late  joyful  Jubilee.— -Now,' 
bir,  I  certajnl5''  do  not  mean  to  insinuate 
that  there  was  any  thing  wrong  in  this  act, 
or  any  violation  of  his  majesty's  oath,  but,' 
I  say,  that  it  is  beyond  my  power  to  see  m 
distinction  between  granting  relief,  bjract 
of  parliament,  to  Scots  Episcopalians  and 
to  Irish  Koman  Catholics.  Scotus. 


ON  BANKING. 


CATHOLIC  CLAIMS. 

'Sijt;— rSfou  hafe' shown  the  futility,  of. 
tWjitii^ptian  taken  t(X  the.  parting  of  a  law 
fvJhc^  Mancipation  or  relief  efitbe  Irish 
Cifbtto,  as  jFounded  in  the  t^ms  of  his 
xBfiM^$  jcoronatioQ  oalfa.  You  l^aive 
f^imh  in^ancM  of  aoU  done  by  hia  Aia- 
Mft.wkii^,  ii  ihatt  were  a  colour  for  the 
olpciwn^  ,w^)»U  Jhe  tqMaUy.  a.vi<)latipr\  of 
tWtfMhf  Attawtme,  if  enpngh  has  not 
beDA  saki  already >  .to  state  a  case  whioh  I 
c^f^w^  |o  be  precisely  in  point.  His 
nW^F>  atbia  accewi/oq,  took  an  oath  (as 
aQ.f Of  MTereims;  siiuQe  tbe.UnioB  i^  1?07> 
^  hy.bM>^';dbli^d)  inviolably  to  main- 
ti^f.rtd^yierian  church  government  in 
Sfi;Q(||n4,.  with'ijts  worship!  rights,  and 
poyikies^  as  established  by  law  ^  the 
u^iefiijie  Unipn.  By  that  law  Preshy- 
^ffftim»  ^tabli8bed>  aod  prelacy  and  all 
yiriwty  of  any  .officer  in  the  church 
^tf9  presbyters  p^e  ab^hed.     And 

ym^jB^  p«e«ept  m^esty, In  the  year..l7a2, 
MM  bis  royal  assent  to.  an  Act "  granting 
"Jt^Utf  ^  Pastors,  .Ministers,  and  Lay 
''-£k^P4  oC  ibe  Episcopal  Communion  in 
*',WlHland/'  jeqaoving  sundry  disabilities, 
a^^.io  effect  recognizinff  an  episcopal 
^4i%h»ent  in  that  kingdom.  Imm^i- 
^iif,,<tti  ^e  passing  of  ttmt  act,  the  Scotch 
%licbhy  aifiiia    app^ai^d  ivith  all  ^  the 

SDPri.EMlNT  to  No.  4. 


Sir ;— At  the  time  I  ftrst  addressed  yon 
upon  tliis  subject,  the  Edinburgh  Review 
upon  Mr.  Smith's  late  publication  upon 
money,  had  not  fallen  under  my  obser*- 
vation.  At  the  close  of  their  remarks 
upon  that  work,  is  prefixed  a  statement 
of  the  causes  of  tbe  embarrassment  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  as  developed  by  the 
examination  before  tbe  House  of  Lords, 
when  that  institution  suspended  its  pa^* 
meats.-  Without  question,  as  appears  by 
the  statement,  that  want  w^as  brought 
about  by  th^  heavy  loans  made  to  go- 
yemment;  and  it.  is  equally  evident  that 
bad  those  loans  bec^  retorned  to  the 
JBank,  the  Bank  would  have  rbsumed  its 
f;pecie  paj^eiits,  and,  perhaps,  by  judi- 
cious management,  would  to  ^is  day bi^ve 
continued  thepi.  I  say  by  judicious  ma- 
na^iepent;  for  even  had  the  loans  been 
rebirned  by  government,  if  the  Bank  is- 
sued small  notes  tof^the  extent  now  done, 
it  is  very  probfible  specie  would  so  totslHy 
have  been  banished,  that  the  least  oveN 
flowing  of  the  circulation  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  have  redeemed.  Nothing 
however^  is  more  to  be  Ismiented  than  the 
indiscretion  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  this  transaction : 
Could  /the  great  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  who 
has  so  luminously  treated  upon  this  sub* 
ject,  have  been  made  consciotn  of  this 
step,  he  would  have  risen  from  the  dead* ' 
It  is  singular  that  of  all  those  authors 
who  hare  professed  to  instruct  us  upon 
this  subject,  none  except  Dr.  Smith  has 
written  consistently  and  intelligibly: 
some  too.  have  been  pract  cal  men,  and 
had  the  theory  of  Dr.  Smith  before  their 
eyes.  .  But  tbe  -  Edinburgh  Reviewers 
seem  to  promise  us  better  things ;  it  cer- 
tainly is  in  their  power  to  eiSighten  the 
public  ;  let  us  hope  that  we  may  not  be 
disappointed.  But  I  have  been  induoed 
E 
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in  this  a^^mbl^r,  what  motive  could  in* 
duoe  'suth  men,  to  call  such  a  meeting, 
but  an  anxiotis  desire  to  do  good  to  the 
cuuntry  in  which  ihey  live. — As  I  have 
vfintiir^d  to  conffe  forward  on  this  occasion, 
I  tear  I  sliall  have  some  severe  reflections 
caat  on  me ;  I  expect  to  be  charged  by 
same  w  14 h  disloyalty,  by  others  With  disnf- 
fection, — but  I  beg  leave  to  stato  I  had  for 
many  years  of  my  life,  by  iivlng  wider 
fbe  immediate  eye  of  lijs  Majesty,  an  op- 
porlcmity  of  cviticki^  his  personal  justice 
and  private  virttjes,  for  tvbich  1  highly 
honovr  and  revere  hint,  and  as  to  disRHee- 
ti(m«  i  defy  any  man,  who  ever  lived  in 
tkm  wilted  kingdom  €>f  Great  .Britain,  to 
ba^^  a  higher  esteem  or  veneration  for  bis 
cotmtry  than  I  possess.— 'Having  thas  pub- 
licly dec  lai'ed  my  s^niiments,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  comment  fneel  yon  an  Act  ofPar- 
liisoeAt,  u^iick  I  consider  of  a  most  unjust 
uad  o)ftpresatve  nature,  and  which  I  ti-uBt 
wfil  HOC. 'be  t^iought  irrdevam  to  the  pre- 
stlit«afo||6et  of  M>ate.^rt*is  an  act,  Sir, 
whieh  presses  very  heavily  <m  all  cksses 
oChls  Meier's  sabjecta,  it  k  Mx  severely 
by  the  Oentfkman,'  the  Tradevman,  thie 
Meehan^,  end  the  Labourer;  and  1  am  awe 
you  will  a^ree  with  ^me  *when  I  state  it  to 
D#  an  Act  of  «he  4Sth  year  of  tbe  reign  of 
bit  preaent  Majesty,  called  the  Assessed 
Tax  Act— er  in  plaiii  ivords  it  is  the  Act 
V^ieh  contains  the  long  and  alarming  list 
ef  our  present  Taxes:— I  have  read  sonwe 
of  the  laws  of  my  country  with  adnHration, 
and  listened_to  others  wjlh iufuiite delight; 
—but  when  I  contemplate  the  contents  of 
this  act,  I  am  atruek  with  horror  and  dis- 
may, for  it  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
framed  in  the  spirit  of  injustice,  and  every 
clause  of  it  is  fraui^ht  with  severity  and  op- 
]>i<eii9idn.«-^BiH  b^foi^  I  proceed  to  com- 
ment on  the  mom  objeciionable  clautea  of 
thif  Act,  i  begmoBt  diatinetly  lobe  no- 
dsratood,  it  is  not  my  tnteniibn  on  this  oe- 
casion  to  com  plam  of  ^na  m^gk  TaK-tbereio 
contained  ;'*^for  in  this  al arming  stateoft be 
world  I  am  well  jaware  of  the  high  and  tm- 
pof  tant  aecessky  tbete  is  for  all  of  u8>^to 
sabjectoursdves/to  great  and  serious  pri* 
vatMOS,  but  a^hottgb  I  do  aot  m<tan  to 
ftad  faiilt  with  the  Taxes  themselres,  I  do 
most  bitterly  meaa  to  cofriplain  of  the  un- 
just ^nd  iniquitous  mode  of  enferciog  their 
payment,  by  which  their  burthen*  dread - 
M  and  heavy  as  it  is-«-i«  rendered  doubly 
galling  and  oppfe8atve.-^In  looking  atten* 
tiv«'ly  into  4lhia  Act^  I  perceive  gentlemen 
•anaed  as  the  Commiseioiiers  to  carry  it 
imo   execution;    bol  how   irksome    k 


their  situation?— they  are  rcdoced  to  this 
unpleasant  situation,  they  are  broaght  to 
this  unhappy  aiternaUve,  tbey  musteithsr 
oHend  th<^r  friends  and  neighbourf^  «r 
they  must  incur  the  censure  and  anhnad- 
version  of  ihc  GoveriMnent,  by  which  they 
are  appointed ; — bat  the  great  Ibundatiaa 
of  my  objec lions  \s  intended  to  be  directed 
against  people,  who  are  called  Inapectois 
and  Surveyors.    They  are  a  aet  of  ni«A» 
Sir,  Ajrnfshed  under  this  act  wkh  itMnii- 
nate  power,  and  armed  with  an  aathority 
so  great,  that  no  mun,  hon^ver  hicrh   bis 
character,  or  however  elevated  aM  dig- 
uffiLd   his  situalion,  ought  in  a  IVee  and 
independent   eoufiiry   to   pbssess.— T^iey 
claim  a  power,  and  they  appear  to  me  to 
have  it,  under  this  most  unjust  Act— ef 
criminating  a  man  upon  bis  own  evidenoe. 
— This,  Sir,  is  cruel,  it  is  eontraiy  to  rea- 
son— it  Is  contrary  to  justke-^and  i  hapa 
soon  to  have  it  in  my  poi%-er  to  say,  it  if 
Gontrai'y  to  law.f«««UKlead  I  believe  it  is 
now  contrary  to  the  estabbahad  statMfart 
of  the  kingdom,  fur  it  is  there  deeianad, 
that  r  man  charged^  with  the  foulest  of 
crimes,  arraigned  at  the  bar  for  murder, 
or  high  tre»soB,<*-ois  not  to  be  criminafaad 
on  bis  own  evidenee.     You  urasfi^rst  ab- 
soKitely  and  pt^iively  prove  the  facts,  or 
you  dare  not  inOict  the  puntahment  which 
the  iaasr-  directs. — So  that  tinder  the  ofie* 
ration  of  this  most  injiMrious  Act,  oa  ^•<- 
neat  man  stands  aot  an  equal  cbaiKe  iwiih 
a  villain.-— These  men  visit  U8  4>nce  a  yter, 
Irke  birds  of  passage,  but  lihcy  uemtu- 
nately  pai'take  not  61  the  innocence  of  tfacir 
natures ;   hut  eermoraut  like,  tbey  awai* 
low  and  devour  all  they  oan  ^nd,  and   if 
aa  honest  man  fnlla  in  tlieir  -way  perfodijf 
innocent,  aiid  naturaily  untviliing  to  da- 
fraud  the  revenae  of «  sixpence ;  if  tjam 
imd  he  has  oommitted  any  bttb  eiv»r  iii 
the  return  of  >  his  eompikaled  lax  papeia^ 
thisy  consider  him  ^air  game,  and  «bay 
puanee  upoiiA Jiim   «b  a  vtdunne  a»^^d 
paunce  upon  his  pre^'.^.p'Let  me  inppoaii 
the  case  of  an  lionAst,  innaceat,  hut  »iii»-> 
formed  man,  making  his  apjnal  beiW^  tke 
Cnmmissiprters  of  bis  District^  imr  sl  aar» 
eharge  to  the  atnoeat  of  20/.  what  nlmiMiJii 
dees  he  stand  ?«^-^when  he  oamea  :ther«,  -^ 
is  cOniiroHted   by  one  of  then  gantlfnaim 
Informers,  jast  arrived  reokitig  Ihain    60* 
Bienet*howe,  armed  at  all  paihta  4ika  m 
porcuphie,  with  his  Act  of*  PaHJaasaofni 
his  finger's  ends,  which  he  lawws  QMMth 
more  about  than  any  common  lawyef  tftoea^ 
for  the  bestof  all  reasons,  because  lie  Mts 
his  livtng  by  itj  m  bilde  li  **-^ —-   ^ 
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the  apiHrlkint's  hand,  and  questions  are  aak- 
•d,  iratned  entirely  to  criminate  himsfeif, 
md  put  GQOrt^ y  iiiio  ihe  Informer's  pocket. 
I  say,  what  chance  does  that  man  stand  ? 
for  another  happy  invention  of  ibe  framers 
•f  (his  blessed  Act  is,  t bat  a  man,  how- 
ever ignorant,  however  uninformed,  shall 
be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  obtain- 
Ukg  all  legal  advice,  for  :i  is  there  express- 
ly stated  he  shall  have  no  Lawyer  to  con- 
4u€t  his  case,  nor  a  Coun-ivel  to  plead  his 
cause.— But  under  all  these  disadvantage^ 
we  will  suppose  the  Commissioners,  in  the 
spirit  of  justice  and  moderation,  refuse  to 
confirm  the  iurcharge  !  What  does  this 
learned  Inspector  do?  he  tells  them,  if 
Bol  in  direct  terms,  with  very  broad  hints, 
that  they  kjvjw  nothing  ol'  the  afiair,  and 
ke  demi^ds  a  Cuse  fior  the  opinion  of  the 
Jodges,  for  which  he  pays  not  one  farthing; 
bat  if  the  unfortunate  appellant  is  dissatis- 
fied, and  demahds  aCase,  he  must  pay  40v. ; 
and  40<.  for  what?  a  Case  it  is  true,  and 
to  be  handed  to  the  Judges;  but  by  whom, 
there  is  the  rub  !-*-!  cannot  tell  you  by 
whom,  but.  I  shrewdly  suspect  by  some 
creatare  of  Govermnent :  some  man  inti- 
matelv  connected  with  the  Tax- Office, 
who  leels  it  bis  interest  (q  point  out  to  the 
bidge,  that  the  appellant  is  a  fair  subject 
for  taxatioB  and  surcharge.  I  mean  not, 
9ir,  tQ  cast  any  reflectkm  on  the  Judges,  I 
hope  we  have  still  some  wise  and  virtuous 
a«id  boaefll  Judges  left ,  but  I  o^vn,  was 
I  placed  in  that  unpleasant  situation,  I 
sboQid  wish  my  case  to  be  decided  in  tlie 
Q]4-fa»bioiied  way,  and  1  would  prefer  the 
QMnton  €>f  twelve  honest  men  chosen  out 
of  thia  hpi],  to  the  opinion  of  the  wisest 
and  mcMt  virtoous  Judge,  who  ever  sat 
qpoa  the  bench.— But  the  injuatice  of  the 
case  rests  not  here  ;  you  would  conaider, 
'  Sir«  and  the  appellant  would  naturally 
thiaht  he  was  relieved  for  the  present,  and 
has  QoL  would  be  safe,  till  the  Judge's 
Q^oion  waa  obtained  ^-*-but  no  such  thing 
-T^his  wicked  and  despotic  Act  demands 
imaediate  payment  of  the  money;  and 
'^  the  decisiOii  of  the  Judgps  diould 
ha  agatnat  the  surcbarffe,  1  know  not 
nbather  tbe  20/.  would  be  returned  : 
hat  I  know  thisr-once  or  twice  i  hare 
p^i  tnoaey  into  the  hands  of  collec- 
tors in  ny  own  wrong,  and  when  it  was 
af^ied  for,  I  waa  told  it  was  paid  into  the 
fi«ehequer,.aBd  conki  not  be  returned.  I 
bi^mn,  8fr,  the  performers^  in  the  great 
tdeatvo  at  the  Tax  Offiee  are  like  the  per- 
tutrntM  at  the  ether  tbaatres  in  London,*— 
thqp  wiib  it  t»  be  prtUy  well  imdenitood. 


that  nl>  money  is  to  he  rctum^  afur  im 
curtain  is  drawn.  In  thr  wMm  ^(  thia 
Act,  the  only  favourab^ir  tJuu;^'  t  Ind;  fbr 
the  subject,  is  a  100/.  perMUyt  ^ilk  costs 
of  suit,  if  ih^  in>r|)ectoc  i  i  ^i  >ki  fn^k^  vtx* 
utions^  and  malicious  siici  h.ui^e.  Millet 
me  call  your  attention,  Su,  ta  tbi^  g<**a| 
atKl inighty  boon, —  bsciVi!  the carelVjt  and 
cautious  words  made  use  of. — ^Kotiiingk^ 
more  likely  than  what  has  fallen  from  mf 
hps  to-day  may  give  great  oilence  to  tha 
Inspector  of  my  district,  aoil  he  may  sur- 
charge me,  perhaps  most  illegally  ;  but 
how  am  I  to  prove  vexation  and  malice 
against  a  man  I  never  saw?  Would  not 
he  come  iato  a  court  of  justice  with  appa- 
rent clean  hands,  and  say  he  had  done  non 
thing  bqt  what  the  conscientious  discharge; 
or  his  duty  required  of  hint ;  so  that,  in 
i'aci,  this  clause  grants  you  n(^ihiirg. —  I 
shall  trespass.  Sir,  hut  a  few  moments  iong<« 
er  on  your  patience,  which  will  be,,  by 
way  of  illustration,  to  name  two  cases, 
which  have  come  under  my  immediate  in- 
spection:— one  was  a  very  respectable, 
friend  of  mine,  who  entered  six  pleasure 
horses,  two  of  which  he  bought  at  Reading 
fair,  and  they  turned  out  very  bad,  and 
were  both  lame ;  he  sent  them  to  grass  for 
three  months,  and  ordered  his  groom  to 
take  them  up,  and  get  them  fit  for  his  use  ; 
but  they  fell  lame  again  ;  in  fact  he  found 
them  totally  useless,  and  bought  two  fresh 
ones,  and  when  his  taxes  became  due  he 
was  charged  for  eight  horses  instead  of 
six :  he  made  his  appeal,  but  the  inspector 
contended  he  was  liable,  and  he  was  ab* 
liged  to  pay  his  surcharge,— The  other. 
Sir,  is  a  much  more  common  case, — it 
happened  a  very  honest  neighbour  of 
mine  was  surcharged  for  a  Tax  Cart;  h« 
had  taken  great  eare  to  have  it  btfrilt  pre- 
cisely according  to  the  directions  in  thia 
Act,  and  wiien  he  made  his  appeal  the 
Commissioners  thought  he  was  not  liable ; 
— but  the  learned  Inspector  came  forward, 
and  said.  Gentlemen,  yon  are  all  over 
wrons;,  you  really  do  not  understand  the 
meaain£  of  the  Act,— ^the  man  is  evidently 
liable,  tor  he  rides  on  a  cushion,  and  that 
being  an  ornamental  appendage  to  the 
cart,  he  must  pay  the  surcharge  ;  and  my 
unfortunate  neighbour  was  actuaHy  obli- 
ced  to  pay  11/.  lik.  instead  of  1/  6s.  6d. 
Now  there  are  many  people  in  this  assem- 
bly who  ride  la  Tax  Caru  I  dare  say,  and 
when  they  hear  what  I  have  said,  they 
will  go  home  well  contented,  and  say. 
Well,  the  Inspector  of  our  district  shall  not 
take  adTaiitflfge  of  as,  for  we  wHI  ride  ia 
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our  carts  \^ilhout  any  cushions.  But  vain, 
verj-  vain,  gentlemen,  are  your  hopes,  for 
after  bum^^ing  your  posteriors  for  a  whole 
year,  you  wiU  have  the'  devil  come  among 
you  again,  and  you  will  be  surcharged;  and 
you  will  ofcourse  make  your  appeal,  and  the 
Commissioners  will  be  inclined  to  relieve 
you ;  they  will  say,  this  man  cannot  be 
liable,  for  his  cart  comes  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act,  he  has  no  cushion.  The  Inspec- 
tor may  again  assume  his  authority,  and 
say,  Gentlemen,  you  are  all  over  wrong 
again,  you  know  nothing  about  this  Act, 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  his  liability, 
for  the  fellow  has  the  impudence  to  ride  in 
his  cart  with  his  breeches  on.  Well 
enough  you  may  laugh.  Gentlemen,  but  I 
coritend  one  is  as  much  law  as  the  other, 
for  I  see  not  one  word  about  a  cushion  in 
this  Act  of  Parliament,  and  I  never  yet 
heard  of  any  Act  that  prevented  a  man 
riding  on  a  cushion  made  of  purple  and 
gold,  if  he  thought  pt-oper. — In  conse- 
quence of  these  considerations,  I  beg  leave 
to  move,  that  the  Members  for  the  County 
of  Berks,  George  Vansittart  and  Charles 
Dundas,  Esqrs.  be  requested  to  attend 
their  duty  in  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  only  by  their  personal  ex- 
ertions, but  by  all  the  influence  they  can 
obtain,  to  endeavour  to  get  repealed  so 
much  of  an  Act,  passed  in  the  48th  year 
of  his  present  Majesty,  called  the  Assessed 
Tax  Act,  as  relates  to  the  present  inordi- 
nate power  given  to  Inspectors  of  Districts ; 
and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof  a  clause, 
leaving  all  disputed  points  about  the  pay- 
ment of  Taxes  (o  the  discretion  and  deci- 
Bion  of  the  present  Commissioners,  named 
under  the  above  Act,  subject  to  an  appeal 
to  any  common  Court  of  Justice. — The 
tnotion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Marsh,  and 
carried  nem,  con,  amidst  universal  applause. 


OFFICUL  PAPERS. 

Amep.tcan  Dispute. — Correspondence,  be 
tiveen  Mr.  R.  Smith,  tfie  American  Secre- 
iary  of  State,  and  Mb.  F.  J.  Jackson, 
the  Engiisk  Envoy, 

MR.  JACKSON  TO  MR.  SMITH. 

(Continued  from  p.  fi+.J 

Tlrare  is  also  this  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  two  cases,  that  Mr.  Pinkney 
was  charged  to  convey  an  important  pro- 
posal to  his  Majesty's  Government,  the 
particulars  of  which  it  might  be  very  ma- 


terial to  have  correctly  slated ;  whilst  the 
object  of  that  part  of  my  conversation,  to 
which  you  seem  to  attach  the  most  im- 
portance, was  to  say,  that  I  was  not  charged 
to  make  any  proposal  whatever. — It  could 
not  enter  into  my  view  to  withhold  from 
you  ai?  explanation,  merely  because  it  had 
been  already  given,  but,  because  having 
been  so  given,  I  fcould  not  imagine,  until 
informed  by  you,  that  a  repetition  of  it 
would  be  required  at  my  hands.  I  am 
quite  certain  that  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, having  complied  with  what  wis 
considered  to  be  the  substantial  duty  im- 
posed upon  it  on  this  occasion,  would,  had 
this  been  foreseen,  hate  added  to  the  prooft 
of  conciliatory  good  faith  already  mani- 
fested, the  fartlicr  complacency  to  the 
wishes  of  the  United  Sutes  of  adopting 
the  form  of  communication  most  agreeable 
to  them,  and  of  giving,  through  me,  the 
explanation  in  question.  I  have,  there- 
fore, no  hesitation  in  informing  you,  tbtt 
bis  Majesty  was  pleased  to  disavow  the 
agreement  concluded  between  you  and 
Mr.  Erskine,  because  it  was  concluded  m 
violation  of  that  gentleman's  instructions, 
and  altogether  without  authority  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  terms  of  it.  These  iflstroc- 
tions,  I  how  understand  by  your  letter,  as 
well  as  from  the  obvious  deduction  which 
I  took  the  liberty  of  making  in  mine  of 
the  Jlthinst.  were  at  the  time,  in  sub- 
stance, made  known  to  you  ;  no  stronger 
illustration,  therefore,  can  be  given  of  the 
deviation  from  them  which  odcunred,  than 
by  a  reference  to  the  terms  of  your  agree- 
ment.— Nothing  can  be  more  notorious 
than  the  frequency  with  which,  in  th« 
course  of  a  complicated  negociation>  Mi- 
nisters are  furnished  with  a  gradatioR  ot 
conditions,  on  which  they  may  be  succes- 
sively authorised  to  conclude.  So  com- 
mon is  the  case  which  you  put  hypo^^*^ 
cally,  that  in  acceding  to  the  justice  of 
your  statement,  I  feel  myself  impelled  to 
make  only  one  observation  upon  it,  which 
is,  that  it  does  not  strike  me  as  bearing 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  unauthorised 
agreement  concluded  here,  inasmuch  as  in 
point  of  fact  Mr.  Erskine  had  ijo  such 
graduated  instruction.  You  arc  *^^^*^ 
acquahited  with  that  which  was  given,  and 
I  haye  had  the  honour  of  acquainting  yoj^i 
that  it  was  the  only  one  by  which  the 
conditions  on  which  he  was  to  conclude 
were  prescribed.  So  fiar  from  the  term** 
which  he  was  actually  induced  to  accept, 
having  been  contemplated  in  that  instruc- 
tion, he  himself  sts^tes  t^at  they  fwre  s(yo* 
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stituted  by  vou  ia  Itca  of  those  originally 
proposed.— It  may  perhaps  be  satisfactory 
that  I  should  say  here  ibat  I  most  wifl- 
kigiy  subscribe,  on  this  occasion,  to  the 
highly   respectable  authority  which  you 
have  quoted ;  and  I  join  ifsue  with  you 
upon  the  essentials' which  that  authority 
requires,  to  constitute  a  right  to  disavow 
the  act  of  a  public  minister.— It  Is  not  im- 
material to  observe  on  the  qualification 
contained  in  the  passage  you  have  quoted, 
as  it  implies  the  case  of  a  minister  con- 
cladi'ng  in  rirtue  of  a  full  power.      To 
this  h  would  suffice  to  answer,  that  Mr. 
Erskine  had  no  full  power;  and  his  act  con- 
sequently does  not  come  within  the  range 
of  your  quotation,  although  it  cannot  be 
{brgotlen»  that  the  United  Statesiiave,  at  no 
irery  distant  period,  most  freely  exercised 
the  right  of  withholding  their  ratification 
from  even  the  authorised  act  of  their  own 
diplomatic  agents,  done  under  the  avowed 
sanction  of  a  full  power. — I  conceive  that 
what  has  been  already  said,  establishes  be- 
yond the  reach  of  doubt  or  controversy, 
that  his  Majesty's  Minister  did  violate  his 
instructions,  and  the  consequent  right  in  his 
Majesty  to  disavow  an  act  so  concluded. 
That  his  Majesty  had  strong  and  solid  rea- 
sons for  so  doing,  will  appear  not  only 
from  his  instructions  having  been  violatea, 
but  from  tiie  circumstance  that  the  viola- 
tion of  them  involved  the  sacrifice  of  a 
great  system  of  policy,  deliberately  adopted 
and  acted  upon,  in  just  and  necessary  reta- 
liation of  the  unprecedented  modes  of  hos- 
tility resorted  to  by  his  enemy. — There 
appears  to  have  prevailed  throughout  the 
wbolo  of  this  transaction,  a  fiindamental . 
mistake,  which  would  suggest  that  his 
Majesty  had  proposed  to  propitiate  the 
Government  ot  the  United  States,  in  order 
V>  itiduce  it  to  consent  to  the  renewal  of  the 
tommercral  intercourse  between  the  two 
toontrieft  t  as  if  such  had  been  the  rela- 
tions of  Great  Britain  and  America^  that 
the  a^iitages  of  that  intercourse  were 
wholly  on  the  side  of  the  former ;  and  as 
if  in  any  arrangement,  whether  commer* 
dal  or  political,  his  Majesty  could  conde- 
scend to  barter  objects  of  national  policy 
and  dignity  for  permission  to  trade  with 
another  country. — ^Without  minutely  cal- 
culating what  may  be  the  degree  of'^pres- 
tmt  felt  at  Palis  by  the  difference  in  the 
price  of  goods,  whether  landed  at  Havre 
or  at  Hambnrgh,  I  will,  in  my  turn,  ap- 
peal to  your  judgment,  Sir,  whether  it  be 
pot  a  strong  and  solid  reason,  worthy  to 
g^  the  connciis  of  a  great  and  powerful 


monarch,  to  set  bounds  to  that  spirit  of 
encroachment  and  universal  dominion 
which  would  bend  all  things  to  its  own 
standard.  Is  it  nothing,  in  the  present  stata 
of  the  world,  when  the  agents  of  France 
authoritatively  announce  to  their  victims 
*<  that  Europe  is  submitting  and  surrcndei^ 
"  ing  by  degrees,"  that  the  world  shouitl 
know,  there  is  a  nation  which,  by  that 
Divine  goodness, so  strongly  appealf  d  to  in 
the  paper  to  which  I  allude  *,  is  enabled  t^ 
falsify  the  assertion  }  Is  it  not  important, 
at  such  a  moment,  thai  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica should  be  convinced,  that,  from  what- 
ever countries  honourable  and  manly  re- 
sistance to  such  a  spirit  may  have  been 
banished,  it  will  still  be  found  in  the  80- 
vereign  of  the  British  nation,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  his  subjects } — As  to  the  precau- 
tions taken  in  England  to  insure  from  in- 
juiy  upon  this  occasion  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  which  appear  to  you  to 
be  even  yet  insufficient,  I  am  confident 
that  in  every  doubtful  case  the  usual  libe- 
rality of  our  tribunals  will  be  exercised  in 
determining  upon  the  circumstances  of  it; 
and  it  was  at  Mr.  Pinkney's  express  re- 
quisition, that  additional  instructions  were 
given  to  the  Commanders  of  his  Majesty's 
ships  of  war  and  privateers  to  extend  to 
vessels  trading  to  tne  colonies,  plantations, 
and  settlements  of  Holland,  the  same  ex- 
emptions from  capture  and  molestation,  as 
was  granted  to  vessels  sailing  for  any  of 
the  ports  of  Holland. — On  the  subject  of 
return  cargoes  firom  those  p«rts,  I  must 
observe,  that  although  it  was  intended  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  the  in- 
conveniencies  likely  to  be  created  by  the 
unauthorised  agreement  made  here  in  . 
April  last,  yet  it  was  not  and  could  not  be 
intended  to  obviate  all  possible  inconve- 
niencies,  even  such  as  might  have  arisen 
if  no  such  agreement  had  ever  been  made, 
— If  an  American  vessel  had  sailed  from 
America  for  Holland,  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  or  in  time  of  war,  the  ports  of  Hol- 
land not  behog  at  the  date  of  sailing  under 
blockade,  it  might.yet  have  happened  that, 
in  the  period  between  the  commencement 
of  such  voyage  and  the  arrival  of  the  ves- 
sel at  the  port  of  destination,  a  blockadf 
might  have  been  established  before  that 
port.  The  vessel  arriving  would,  in  that 
case,  hftve  been  warned  not  to.  enter  the 
port,  and  would  have  been  turned  away 
with  the  loss  of  the  whole  object  of  the 

*  Augereau's  Proclamati»n  to  the  Cata^ 
lonians. 
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voyage.  This  would  be  no  extraordinary 
hardship,  and  would  afibrd  no  legitimate 
ground  of  complaint. — The  Order  in  Coun- 
cil is  far  less  strict  than  such  a  blockade 
wouhl  be,  forasmuch  as  it  provides  for 
the  original  voyage,  commenced  in  ex- 
pectation ot*  being  admitted  to  the  port  of 
destination,  by  permitting  the  entry  into 
the  ports  of  Holland ;  and  it  is  no  just 
ground  of  ( omplainf,  that  it  does  not  super- 
add to  that  permission  the  libt  rty  to  re-ex- 
port a  cargo  of  the  enemy's  goods  or  pro- 
duce.— I  beg  leave  bricflv  to  recapitulate 
the  substance  of  what  I  have  had  ihe 
honour  to  convey  to  you,  as  well  in  a  ver- 
bal as  written  connnunications. — I  have 
informed  you  of  the  reasons  of  his  Majesty's 
disavowal  of  the  agreenunt  so  often  men- 
tioned ;  I  have  shewn  i:  ^in,  in  obedience 
to  the  authority  which  you  have  quoted, 
to  be  both  strong  and  solid ;  and  such  as 
to  outweigh^  in  the  judgment  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  every  other  cons-de- 
ration which  you  have  contemplated.  I 
have  shewn  that  that  agreement  was  not 
concluded  in  virtue  of  a  full  power,  and 
that  the  instructions  given  on  the  occasion 
were  violated. — Beyond  this  point  of  ex- 
planation, which  was  supposed  to  have 
been  attained,  but  which  is  now  given,  by 
the  present  letter,  in  the  form  understood 
to  be  the  most  agreeable  to  the  American 
Government,  my  instructions  are  prospec- 
tive ;  tlvpy  look  to  jiubstituting  for  notions 
of  good  understauUinq,  erroneously  entcr- 
tiLinedj  prachN^al  siipubtions,  on  %Yhich  a 
real  reconciljution  of  all  differences  may 
be  swbstauhaily  founded  ;    and  they  au- 

{hofiae  me,  not  lo  rern  w  proposals  which 
lave  already  been  difulared  here  to  be  un- 
^cceptiible,  bnt  to  receive  and  discuss  any 
proposal  made  oji  ilio  part  of  the  United 
i^tatci,  and  ercntuaUy  to  conclude  a  Con- 
vention bet  !\  een  the  two  countries.  It  is 
not,  of  course,  intLnded  to  call  upon  me 
to  state,  us  pvcl [[Military  to  negocialion, 
what  is  the  whole  extent  of  those  instruc- 
tions 1  they  must,  ^a  I  have  before  said, 
|r£:main  subject  to  my  own  discretion,  until 
1  ani  enablt^l  to  apply  them  to  the  over- 
tures which  I  bLue  ibe  honour  of  receiving 
IVom  yoti,— 1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  greatest  respecf,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
li lent  humble  servant^         F.  J.  Jackson. 

MB.  JACKSON    TO  VTR.  SMITH. 

WasJiington,  Oct.  27, 1809. 
Sir, — ^Finding    by  your  letter  of  the 
I7ihjii9tant^   tWt   notwithstanding    the 
frrii^^Ji^  by  me  in  oar 


conferences  of  <he  terms  of  satufaction 
which  I  am  empowered  to  oiler  to  this 
country  ft»r  the  unauthorised  attack  mad6 
by  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war  upon 
the  frigate  of  the  United  States,  the  Che- 
sapeake, I  have  not  had  the  good  tortune 
to  make  myself  distinctly  understood  by 
you,  I  have  the  honour* to  inclose  herewitn 
a  paper  of  memoranda,  containing  the 
conditions,  on  the  ba^is  of  which  I  am  rea- 
dy to  proceed  to  draw  up  with  you  the  ne- 
ces  ary  oflicial  docum'.nts,  in  the  form  pro- 
posed in  my  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant,  or 
in  any  other  form  upon  which  we  may 
hereifier  agree.  I  have  the  honoqr  to  be, 
with  txrcis:  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  F.  J.  Jackson. 

Indosure  in  tlie  ahoce, 

"  The  President's  Proclamation  of  July, 
1807,  prohibiting  to  British  ships  of  war 
the  entrance  into  the  harbours  of  the 
United  States,  having  been 'annulled,  bis 
Majesty  is  willing  to  restore  the  seamen 
taken  out  of  the  Chesapteake,  on  reserving 
to  himself  a  right  of  claim,  in  a  regular 
way,  by  application  to  the  American 
Government,  of  the  discharge  of  such 
of  them  (if  any)  as  shall  be  proved  to 
be  either  natural  born  subjects  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty, or  deserters  from  his  Majesty  s  ser- 
vice. His  Majesty  is  willing  to  make » 
provision  for  thebmilics  of  such  men,  as 
were  slain  on  board  the  Chesapeake  m 
consequence  of  the  unauthorized  atiacK 
upon  that  frigate,  provided  that  such  boun- 
ty shall  not  be  extended  to  the  family  ot 
any  man  who  shall  have  been  either  a  na- 
tural born  subjcc^t  of  his  Majesty,  or  a  de- 
serter from  his  Majesty's  service.' 

MR.  SMiTta  TO  MR.  JACkSON. 

Dcpaitmcnt  oj  State,  Nov^  1,  ISOIJ.^ 
Sir;  Your  letter  of  the  23d  uit.  which 
was  duly  received,  would  have  been  sooner 
acknowledged,  had  I  not  by  sickness  been 
rendered  for  several  days  utterly  uobt  tor 
business.  Although  the  delay  arid  inc 
apparent  reluctance  in  specilfyuig  tbe 
grounds  of  the  disavowal  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Couor 
oil,  do  not  correspond  with  the  course  ol 
proceeding  deemed  most  becoming  t"® 
occasion;  yet,  as  the  explanation  has* 
length  been  thu^  made,  it  only  rePoa»«»*' 
as  to  that  part  of  the  disavowed  arraug^" 
ment,  to  regret  that  such  considerations 
should  have  been  allowed  to  outweigh  tne 
solid  objections  to  the  disavowal ;  It  b^}f 
understood  at  the  same  time,  that  his  W^* 
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tannic  Majesty  perseveres  in  reaulring  as 
indispensible  conditions  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States^  an  entire  relinquislMiient 
of  lh«  right  to  trade  with  enemies  colonies, 
and  also  permission  to  the  British  navy  to 
aid  in  executing  a  law  of  Congress  ;  pre- 
tensions which  cannot  but  render  abortive 
all  jiropcisals  whatever  uoon  this  subject, 
whether  made  by  the  United  States  or  by 
his  Britannic  JNlajesty.  Whilst  you  have 
deemed  il  proper  to  offer  an  expiunati(»n 
with  respect  to  the  disavowal  of  one  part 
of  the  arrangement,  I  must  remind  yon  that 
there  is  not  to  be  found  in  your  letter  any 
like  specification  of  t lie  reasons  for  the  dis- 
arowal,  nor  particularly  \s  it  shown  that 
instructions  were  violated,  as  to  the  other 
part,  viz.  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake — 
the  case  in  which,  in  an  especial  manner, 
an  explanation  was  required,  and  in  which 
only  you  professed  to  have  authority  to 
make  in  this  Government  any  overtures. 
For  the  first  time  it  is  now  disclosed  that 
thesubjecb,  arranged  with  this  Govern- 
pient  by  your  predecessor,  are  held  not  tb 
be  withinthe  authority  of  a  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary, and  that  not  having  had  A  full 
power  distinct  from  that  authority,  his 
transactioiLS  on  those  subject  might  of 
right  be  disavowed  by  his  <?overnnient. 
This  disclosure,  so  contrary  to  every  ante- 
cedent supposition  and  just  inference,  gives 
a  new  aspect  to  this  business.  If  the  au- 
thority of  your  predecessor  did  nut  em- 
brace the  subjects  in  question,  so  as  to 
bind  his  Government,  it  necessarily  fol- 
lows, that  the  only  credentials  yet  present- 
ed by  you,  being  the  same  as  those  pre- 
sented by  him,  give  you  no  authority  to 
bind  it;  and  that  the  exhibition  of  a  full 
power  for  that  purpose,  such  as  you  dpubt- 
iess  are  furnished  with,  is  become  an  indis^ 
pensiblc  preliminary  to  further  negocia- 
tion ;  or  to  speak  more  strictly,  was  requi- 
red intW  first  instance  by  the  view  of  the 
ma\tcr  now  disclosed  by  you.  Ncgocia- 
tion  without  this  preliminary  wodd  not; 
<A>ly  be  a  departure  from  the  principle  of; 
equality  which  is  the  essential  basis  of  it, 
but  would  moreover  be  a  disregard  of  the 
prcautioDs  and  of  the  self-respect  enjoined 
on  the  attention  of  the  United  States  by 
the  circurostanceis,  ^hich  have  hitherto 
taken  place.  I  need  scarcely  add»  that 
in  the  M\  power  alluded  to,  as  a  prelimi- 
nanf  to  negociation,  is  not  intended  tp  be 
included  either  the  whole  extent  or  any 
fKMt  oiF  voor  instructions  for  the  cxeircise 
«f  it.  These  of  coarse  as  you  have  justly 
tamlnd,  remain  sul^eot  %e  jrour  own 
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discretion,  J  abstain.  Sir,  from  makinr 
any  *  particular  animaJ versions  on  several 
irrelevant  aud  improper  alhjsions  in  your 
letter  not  at  all  comporiijig  with  tiie 
professed  disposition  to  adjust  in  an 
amicnble  manner  the  ditferences  unhapr 
pily  subsisting  between  the  two  countries^ 
But  it  would  be  improper  to  conclude  the 
few  observations  to  which  I  purposely 
limit  myself,  wjibout  adverting  to  your  re« 
petition  of  a  language  implying  a  know^i 
ledge  on  the  part  of  this  Governn:ieni  that 
the  instructions  of  your  predfcessor  did 
not  authorise  the  arrangement  formed  by 
him.  After  the  explicit  and  peremptory 
asseveration  that  this  Government  bad  no 
such  knowledge,  and  that  with  such  a 
knowledge  no  such  arrangrment  wouM 
have  been  entered  into,  the  view  which  you 
have  again  presented  of  tl»e  sut^jects,  makes 
it  my  duty  to  apprise  you,  that  such  jnsi« 
nuations  are  inadmissible  in  the  inter* 
course  of  a  foreign  minister  with  a  govern* 
ment  that  understands  what  it  owes  to  it« 
self 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)        R.Smith. 

Mk.  JACKSON  to  Ml.  SMITH, 

ti^ashington,  Nov.  4,  1 80p. 
Sir  ;  When  1  forwarded  to  nay  Court 
your  letter  of  the  IQth  ult.  and  the  answer 
which  I  returned  to  it,  I  imagined,  and 
I  may  add,  I  lioped,  that  the  retros|>eeti?« 
corresfvondence,  into  which  yoM  thought 
it  necessary  to  enter  with  mey  had  beefti 
closed.  You  will,  no  dool>t,  reeolleet 
with  what  rehjctance  I  acquiesced  ia  y«iir 
intipiation  on  this  head  ;  not,  as  I  beliere 
has  been  aeen^  from  any  di(E<tu]ty  in  ttatn« 
taining  the  justice  of  the  cauee  which  m 
entrusted  te  me,  but  because  I  ^rm  antl 
still  am  of  ofnnion  that  this  sort  e(fQonwa% 
oondence  is  not  calculated  to  r$;more  dil* 
fbrences  and  soothe  the  iiritatioiis  ei'  tbt 
mest  unfortunate  tendency.  A»  howeveiv 
I  had  no  choice  bilt  to  renounce,  for  the 
present,  the  hope  of  effectuating  thit  le* 
siralde  object,  or  to  pursue  it  in  «be  fna»» 
ner  prescribed  in  your  letter  ef  the  9tk 
ult.  90  as  I  am  now  uawillingly  compel M 
to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  «MK>>heC 
letfter  from  you  under  date  ef  ihe  lat.  4b« 
St  ant,  which  hut  too  strongly  conlinBt  the 
opinion  I  before  entertained.  ^in€e>  6ir» 
it  has  been  judged  expedient  to  confinto  te 
A  written  form  this  in^ortai^t  andinlewni 
ing  discussion ;  since  that  ^oife  het  he^ 
declared  by  you  to  ha  indi^nsible^  I 
will  funt  a|>pei&  to  4he  wsittcM  i 
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tion  which  have  passed  between  us ;  and 
J  do  this  with  the  greater  satisfaction,  be- 
cause 1  consider  it  to  be  the  chief  cause  of 
the  present  remarkable  state  of  things, 
that  of  speaking  of  engagements  contract- 
ed, or  supposed  to  have  been  contracted, 
between  the  two  countries, '  understandings 
*  or  implied  engagement,' have  been  allow- 
ed to  take  place  of  written  compass,  and 
have  be^n  considered,  in  some  instances,  as 
having  the  same  validity.  It  is  furthermore 
necessary  to  place  in  the  most  unequivo- 
cal light  a  topic,  which  I  observe  to  be 
constantly  and  prominently  re-stated  in 
your  letters,  notwithstanding  the  repeated 
but,  as  it  should  seem,  fruitless  endea- 
vours used  in  mine,4o  clear  it  from  the 
slightest  shadow  of  obscurity.  Yon  say, 
that  it  is  understood  that  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty perseveres  in  requiring,  as  indispensi- 
bte  conditions  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  an  entire  relinquishment  of  the 
right  to  trade  with  the  enemies'  colonies, 
and  also  of  permission  to  the  British  navy 
to  aid  in  executing  a  Law  of  Congress.  The 
same  statement  is  contained  in  your  letter 
of  tlie  9th  u It.  and  represented  as  the  sub- 
stance of  what  had  fallen  from  me  in  our 
previous  conferences.  In  my  answer  to 
that  letter,  I  took  the  liberty  (^shewing 
that  such  a  supposition  was  erroneous ;  and 
I  have  looked  in  vain  to  my  letter  of  the 
23d.  to  find  in  it  any  suggestion  of  a  simi- 
lar tenor.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  by  re- 
ference to  my  two  letters  you  will  find, 
that  the  statement  now  again  brought  for- 
ward is  contained  in  neither  of  them ;  that 
it  made  no  part  of  my  previous  conversa- 
tion with  you,  and  that  I  have  in  no  way 
given  room  to  suppose  that  lever  made 
any  such  statement  at  all.  That  before 
the  Orders  in  Council  can  be  revoked, 
their  object  must  be  obtained  in  some  other 
way,  is  unquestionably  true:  but  you  may 
be  assured.  Sir,  that  there  is  no  wish  what- 
ever entertained  in  England,  that  the  Bri- 
tish navy  should  be  employed  in  executing 
a  Law  of  Congress.  If  the  proposal  that 
was  made  upon  that  subject,  and  made  as 
vou  now  know,  because  it  was  believed  to 
be  acceptable  here,  had  been  adopted,  and 
bad  become  a  matter  of  compact  between 
^e  two  countries  and  thereby  a  part,  not 
of  the  Law  of  Conmss,  but  •f  the  public 
law  bindine  upon  both  parties,  and  which 
both  would  have  had  a  common  interest  in 
feeing  duly  executed;  in  that  case  the 
agency  of  the  British  navy  would  not  have 
had  the  invidious  aspect  which  is  now  at- 
tempCtd  to  be  given  to  h.    At  present 


th'ere  is  no  engagements  between  the  two 
countries,  no  Laws  of  Congress  which  bear 
a  reference  to  any  such  engagement,  and 
consequently  it  cannot  be  wished  to  take 
any  share  whatever  in  the  ^execution  of 
those  laws.  In  regard  to  the  colonial 
trade,  I  need  only  observe,  that  all,  or 
nearly  all,  the  enemies  colonies  are  block- 
aded by  British  squadrons:  it  cannot  there- 
fore be  so  much  an  object  of  solicitude  as 
you  imagine,  to  obtain  the  relinquishment 
of  the  trade  of  any  country  to  those  colo- 
nies. On  the  contrary,  you  will  find  it 
stated  in  my  letter  of  the  1 1th  ult.  to  be  a 
matter  of  indifference  whether  the  Order 
in  Council,  (on  this  subject)  be  continued 
or  an  arrangement  by  mutual  consent  sub- 
stituted in  its  room.  When  I  informed  you 
that  the  agreement  concluded  here  in  April 
last,  had  been  framed  in  deviation  from 
the  instructions  given  for  the  occasion,  my 
explanation  was  intended  to  apply  to  both 
parts  of  that  agreement  That  nothing,  re- 
quired by  the  most  scrupulous  accuracy, 
may  be  wanting,  I  now  add,  that  the  devi- 
ation consisted  in'not  recording  in  the  of- 
ficial document  signed  here,  the  abrogation 
of  the  President's  Proclamation  of  the  2d 
July,  1807,  as  well  as  the  two  reserves 
specified  in  the  paper  of  Memoranda  in- 
closed in  my  official  letter  to  you  of  the 
27th  ult;  Tliere  is  another  motive  for  the 
disavowal  of  this  part  of  the  arrangement 
considered  to  be  so  strung  and  so  self-evi- 
dent upon  the  very  face  of  the  transaction, 
that  I  am  not  commanded  to  do  more  than 
indicate  it  in  the  manner  I  have  already 
done.  By  this  forbearance  his  Majesty 
conceives  that  he  is  giving  an  additional 
pledge  of  his  sincere  disposition  to  main- 
tain a  good  understanding  with  the  United 
States.— I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  give 
a  distmct  reply  to  that  part  of  your  letter 
which  relates  to  Mr.  Erskine's  authority 
to  conclude  with  you,  in  virtue  of  his  ge- 
neral letter  of  credence,  because  I  do  not 
very  distinctly  understand  the  tendency 
of  It.  I  never  before  heard  it  doubted 
that  a  full  power  was  requisite  to  enable 
a  Minister  to  conclude  a  treaty,  or  that  a 
mere  general  letter  of  credence  was  in- 
sufficient for  that  purpose.— If  it  were 
otherwise,  and  a  Government  were  in  all 
cases  to  be  bound  by  the  act,  however  un- 
authorized, of  an  accredited  Minister, 
there  would  be  no  safety  in  the  appoint* 
ment  of  such  a  minister,  and  ratification 
vrould  be  useless.  No  full  power  was 
given  in  the  present  case,  because  it  was 
not  a  treaty,  but  the  materials  for  fbnnin|r 
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a  treaty,  that  Was  in  contemplation .-^In 
this  dispatch  of  the  23d  ©f  January,  Mr. 
Secretary  Canning  distinctly  says  to  Mr. 
Erskine — "  Upon  receiving  through  you, 
on  the  part  of  the  American  GoTernment, 
a  distinct  and  oflBcial  .recognition  of  the 
three  ahoTe-mentioned  conditions,  his  Ma- 
jesty will  lose  no  time  in  sending  to 
America  a  Minister  fblly  empowered  to 
consign  them  to  a  formal  and  regular 
treaty /'—This  Minister  would,  of  course, 
have  been  provided  with-  a  full  power; 
but  Mr.  Erskine  was  to  be  guided  by  his 
instructions,  and  had  the  agreement  con- 
cloded  here  been  conformable  to  them,  it 
would  without  doubt  have  been  ratified  hy 
his  Majesty.  I  must  beg  your  vct}'^  parti- 
cular attention  to  the  circumstance,  that 
his  Majesty's  ratification  has  been  with- 
held, not  because  the  agreement  was  con- 
clnded  without  a  full  power^  but  because  it 
was  altogether  irreconcileable  to  the  in- 
structions on  which  it  was  professedly 
founded.  The  question  of  the  full  power 
was  introduced  by  yourself  to  give  weight, 
by  a  quotation  from  a  highly  respected 
author,  to  your  complaint  of  the  disavowal, 
in  answer  to  which  I  observed,  that  the 
quotation  did  not  apply,  as  Mr.  Erskine 
had  no  full  power.  fJever  did  I  imagine, 
or  any  where  attempt,  to  rest  the  right  of 
the  avowal  upon  that  circumstance  ;  in- 
dubitably his  agreement  would,  neverthe- 
}esi,bave  been  ratified,  had  not  the  instruc- 
tions, which  in  this  case  took  the  place  of 
a  full  power  been  violated. — I  am  sur- 
prised at  the  transition  by  which  it  ap- 
pears to  yon  that  this  part  of  the  subject 
is  connected  with  the  authority  empower- 
ing me  to  negotiate  with  you.  It  will 
not,  1  dare  say,  have  escaped  your  recol- 
lection that  I  informed  yon,  at  a  very 
early  period  of  our  communications,  that 
in  addition  to  the  usual  credential  letter, 
I  his  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  invest 
me  with  a  full  power  under  the  Great  Seal 
of  his  kingdom,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
cluding a  treaty'  or  convention.  ,  I  well 
remember  yourtefstifying  your  satisfaction 
at  the  circumstance,  and  I  have  now  only 
to  add,  that  I  am  ready,  whenever  it  suits 
your  convenience,  to  exchange  my  full 
power  against  that  ivith  which  yoa  shall 
he  provided  for  the  progress  of  our  nego-, 
ttalion«— I  am  concerned.  Sir,  to  be  ob- 
liged a  second  time  to  appeal  to  those 
principles  of  pnbHc  law,  under  the  sanc- 
tion and  protection  of  which  I  was  sent  to 
this  country.  Where  there  is  not  freedom 
of  cooununicatioD  in  the  form  substftuted 


for  the  more  usxial  one  of  verbal  discus- 
sion, there  can  be  little  useful  intercourse 
between  Ministers  ;  and  one,  at  least,  of 
the  epithets  which  you  thought  proper  to 
apply  to  my  last  letter,  is  such  as  neces« 
sarily  abridges  that  freedom.  That  any 
thing  therein  contained  may  be  irrelevant 
to  the  subject,  it  is,  of  course,  competent  in 
3'ou  to  endeavour  to  shew ;  and  as  far  as 
you  succeed  in  so  doing,  in  so  far  will  my 
argument  lose  of  its  validity — but  as  to 
the  propriety  of  my  allusions,  you  must 
allow  me  to  acknowledge  only  the  deci- 
sion of  my  own  Sovereign,  whose  com- 
mands I  obey,  and  to  whom  alone  I  consi- 
der myself  responsible.  Beyond  this,  it 
sutfices  that  1  do  not  deviate  from  the  re- 
spect due  to  the  Government,  to  which  I 
am  accredited. — ^You  will  find  that  in  my 
correspondence  with  you,  I  have  carefully 
avoided  drawing  conclusions,  that  did  not« 
necessarily  follow  from  the  premises  ad- 
vanced by  me,  and  least  of  all  should  I 
think  of  uttering  an  insinuation,  where  I 
was  unable  to  substantiate  a  fact.  To 
facts,  such  as  I  have  become  acquainted 
with  them,  I  have  scrupulously  adhered  ; 
and  in  so  doing  I  must  continue,  whenever 
the  good  faith  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment is  called  in  question,  to  vindicate  its 
honour  and  dignity,  in  the  manner  that  ap- 
pears to  me  the  best  calculated  for  that 
purpose. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
bumble  servant,  F.  J.  Jackson. 

MR.  SMITH  TO  MR.  JACKSON. 

Department  qf  State,  Nov,  8,  1809. 
Sir; — In  my  letter  of  the  19th  ult.  I 
stated  t(^  you  the  declaration  in  your  letter 
of  the  11th,  that  the  dispatch  *'  from  Mr. 
Canning  to  Mr.  Erskine,  of  the  23d  of 
January,' was  the  only  dispatch  by  which 
the  conditions  were  prescribed  to  Mr. 
Erskine,  for  the  conclusion  of  an  arrange- 
ment on  the  matter  to  which  it  related, 
was  then  for  the  first  time  made  to'  this 
Government''  Aird  it  was  added  that  if 
that  dispatch  had  been  communicatted  at 
the  time  of  the  arrangement,  or  if  it  had 
been  known  that  the  propositions  contain- 
ed in  it  were  the  only  ones  on  which  he 
was  authorised  to  make  an  arrangement 
the  arrangement  would  not  have  been 
made. — ^In  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  ad- 
verting to  the  repetition  in  your  letter  of 
the  2d  ulL  of  a  language  implying  a  know-, 
ledge  in  this  Government  that  the  instruc- 
tions of  your  predecessor  did  not  authorise 
the  arraDgement  formed  by  him,  an  in* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


151] 


POLITICO.  REGISTER.^Q^rw/Piper». 


[152 


timation  was  distinctly  given  to  you  that 
after  the  explicit  and  peremptory  assevera- 
tion that  tliis  Government  bad  not  any 
such  knowledge,  and  that  with  such  a 
knowledge^  such  an  arrangement  would 
not  have  been  made,  no  such  insinuation 
could  be  admitted  by  this  Government.-— 
Finding  that  in  your  reply  of  the  'kh  inst. 
you  have  used  a  language  which  cannot  be 
understood  but  as  reiterating  and  even  ag- 
gravating the  same  gross  insinuation,  it 
only  remains,  in  order  to  preclude  oppor- 
tunities \viiich  are  thus  abused^  to  inform 
you  that  no  further  communications  will 
be  received  from  you,  and  that  the  neces- 
sity of  this  determination  will,  without 
delay,  be  made  to  your  Government.  In 
the  mean  time  a  ready  attention  will  be 
given  to  any  communication  aflecting  the 
interests  of  the  two  nations,  through  any 
other  channel  that  may  be  substituted. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  Smith. 


Mr.  Oakley,  his  Majesiy*s  Secretary  of 
LegiU^ion,  is  desired  by  Mr.  Jackson  to 
state  to  the  Secretary  o(  State,  that,  as  Mr. 
Jackson  has  been  already  once  most  grossly 
•  insulted  by  the  rnhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Hampton,  in  the  unprovojced  language  of 
abuse  held  by  them  to  several  Officers 
bearing  the  King's  uniform,  when  iuosi^ 
Officers  were  themselve's  violently  assault- 
edj  and  put  in  imminent  danger ;  he  con- 
ceives it  to  be  iodispenbible  to  the  safety 
of  himself,  of  the  gentlemen  attached  to 
his  mission,  and  of  his  family  dunng  the 
remainder  of  their  stay  in  the  United 
States,  to  be  provided  with  special  pass- 
ports or  safeffuards  from  the  American  Gk)- 
Ternment.  This  is  the  more  necessary, 
since  -some  of  the  newspapers  of  the 
United  States  are  daily  using  a  language^ 
whose  only  tendency  can  be  to  excite  the 
people  to  commit  violence  upon  Mr.  Jack- 
son s  person.  In  consequence,  be  requests 
that  the  undermentioned  names  jmav  be 
inserted  in  the  document  to  bf  furnished 
him.  Francis  James  Jackson^  Mrs.  Jack* 
son,  their  three  children.  Charles  Oakley, 
esq*  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  Legatiqp. 
Mr.  George  Ottly,  Private  Secretary. 
I  Servants  :  — Robert  Clavering,  Francis 
Martin,  William  Attree,  Charles  Beecrojf^ 
Richard  Lowe,  John  Price,  John  Lilly, 
James  Wright,  Amelia  George,  Mary 
Smith,  Harriet  Patten,  Martha  Woo(L 
I^ances  Bracknell. 

riteceived  at  the  Department  of  State, 
onNoy.  Ih  ltf09-]  .   , 


Mr.  Oakley  is  desired  by  Mr.  Jackson 
to  say  to  the  Secretary  of  State; — 

That  Mr,.  Jackson  has  seen  with  much 
regret,  that  facts  which  it  has  been  his 
duty  to  state  in  his  official  correspondence, 
have  been  deemed  by  the  American  Go- 
vernment to  afford  a. sufficient  motive  for 
breaking  off' an  important  negotiation,  and 
for  putting  an  end  to  a}!  communiLaiion 
whatever  with  the  Minister  charged  by 
his  Sovereign  with  that  negocration>  so  in- 
teresting to  both  nations,  and  on  one  point 
of  which  an  answer  has  not  even  been  re^ 
turned  to  an  official  and  written  overture. 
— One  of  tile  facts  alluded  to  lias  been  ad- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  State  himself 
in  his  letter  of  the  19th  Qct.  viz.  that  tlie 
three  conditions  forming  the  substance  of 
Mr.  Erskine^s  original  iojitruction  were 
submitted  to  him  by  that  gentleman. 
The  other*  viz.  that  t|ial  instruction  is  the 
only  one  in  which  the  conditions  were 
prescribed  to  Mr.  Erskinc  for  th(  conclu- 
sion of  an  arrangement  on  the  matter  to 
\^hich  it  related,  is  known  to  Mr.  Jackson 
by  the  instructions  which  be  bus  himself 
received. — In  stating  these  facts,  and  in 
adhering  lo  them,  as  his  duty  imperiously 
enjoinea  him  to  do,  Mr.  Jackson  could  not 
imagine  that  offence  would  be  taktn  at  h 
by  the  American  Government,  as  most 
certainly  none  could  be  intended  on  his 
part ;  but  since  he  hsut  been  informed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  that  no  fartb^  eom* 
munications  will  be  received  from  him,  bt 
conceives  that  he  has  no  alti^rnative  that 
is  consistent  with  what  is  due  to  the  King's 
dignity,  but  to  withdraw  altogether  from' 
the  seat  of  the  American  Government,  -Mfl 
wait  the  arrival  of  his  Majesty's  commaiuls 
upon  the  unUoked  for  turn  which  has  thus 
been  given  to  his  affairs  in  this  country. — 
Mr.  Jackson  means  to  make  New- York  (he 
place  of  his  residence. 

Wamington,  Nov.  13,  1309. 

MR.  SlttTfl  TO  MR.  PlNKNfeT. 

Bepartment  qf  Stau,  Now.  23,  I801>. 
SiR^— .Afy  letters  in  the  correspondence 
Yfhh  Mr.  Jackson^  already  transmitt«*d  to 
you,  sufficiently  evince  tbedistppointinent 
that  was  felt,  on  finding  that  he  had  not 
been  charged  to  make  to  this  Government 
either  the  frank  explanatkms  or  the  li- 
beral prQposjtions,  whi<^  the  occasion  ma- 
nifestly required.  Instead  of  thi^  obvious 
course  of  proceeding,  it  was  in  the  outset 
perceived  that  bi«  objecu/rto  to  bring  us 
to  resume  the  sul^cuof  the  arrangeoients 
of  Aprils  in  a  uray  th^  ^(M»iUd  unply  that 
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we  wire  vwwre  that  the  arrtngeincnt  was 
not  biflding  on  his  Government,  bcoaose 
mp.de  Witk  a  knowledge  on  oar  part  th^t 
Mr.  Erskine  had  ao  authority  to  make  it, 
mA  thos  10  bonv^ert  tbe  responsibility  of 
bis  Qoytniwksni  for  ihe  dhiftvowai,  into  a 
reproach  on  tliis  for  its  conduct  in  the 
traiwaction  disavowed.  In  th«  first  in- 
stance it  was  deemed  best  rather  to  repd 
bis cibsenFatioRS  argumentative! y,  thMn  to 
meet  them  as  an  oiibnsive  insinaati'Ki. 
Ttkis  forbearance  had  not  the  expected  ef- 
fect of  mtraiaing  him  fcom  a  repetition  of 
the  oSi-nct ;  and  ev^  on  his  farther  insi- 
Boations,  nothing  more  was  done  than  to 
preiDoaish  him  of  the  iaadsnissibiliiy  of 
so  indecoroas  a  course  of  .proceed ing. 
Tbisaho  being  without  efiect,  nothing  re* 
mtiad  but  the  step  finally  taken,  aiuI 
there  was  the  less  hesitation  in  shutting 
door  to  further  opportunities  for  insuitiag 
insiouatioas,  joa  the  disclosures  he  had 
made,  and  the  spmt  of  his  discusefons,  itrnd 
10  entirely  shut  it  to  tke  hope  of  any  fa- 
ronrable  nesult  from  his  mission. — 1  wili 
not  dwell  on  bis  reluctance  to  give  op  tiie 
oaoertaiattes  of  verbal  for  the  precision  of 
written  discnssion  ;  i>or  on  the  manner  or 
tbe  time  of  bis  <ienial  that  he  had  given 
any  room  at  all  for  a  statement,  which,  in 
Mder  to  guard  against  the  miseonoeptioas 
inddeat  to  verbal  conferences,  1.  had 
plttcad  4)efose  him  in  writing,  with  a  re- 
^MthaChe  wt>iild  point  out  any.inacoura- 
eies,  aodta  whidi  he  did  not  then  object 
•tberwiae  than  by  iiitiiaating,  thatJie  could 
Bothvfe  laade  (the  silateBienC  with  the  par* 
ticalariview  wbioh  seemed  to  be  -supposed. 
Ntr  mil  1 4well  on  the  various  instances 
iflifriiioh .partial  or  inconsistent  views  of 
tfie  mbjeot  iMV%  taken  plaee  of  its  real 
nutes.  iButit  may  not  beamiss  to  make 
wne>abserTatiaiis  on  the  eorKespondeiice, 
^it  Mlatea  «e4be  jostifioation  efvhis  G^ 
vMBent  in  having  dtsavovped  the  Qct  of 
lui  pre4eeestor.^^Wifh  respect  (o  the  Or- 
^rs  in  OoaneiU  the  gm>und  of  the  disa- 
^QwM  is  the  dfflBMieiioc  betvueen  tho  ar- 
nngenwnt  and  the  printed  diepatch  of 
Mr^CaiHUB^ito  ^r.  lEtekine  of  ihe  d2d 
^mny.  Acoardiag  u>  this  dispatch 
^ik>  >^  larran^attieAt  failed  in  ^tbree 
psiDt«.*~ist.  in  not  reiioquialUAg  the 
^^  of  the  iUnitttd  dBtates  with  atiamies 
^>Wiea^<«-4With  tespeet  UthispOfnt,  It  is 
MfQiQiiitecy  ,«t  this  time  "to  'diaeass  .the 
light  «f  thiit  trade.  It  is  sufficient  to  •  re- 
Mtfc,  l«t,.thtft'^.«be  Uradc  i?  ad«iitt»d  te 
^^  ^ome,  ki  the  view^f  ^reat'Bri-* 
^  •«£  lit^  pcaotieal  iK)partaDOd>  1^ 


has  it  been  made  a  ground  of  the  disa* 
▼owal,  and  especially,  as  important  consi- 
derations only  could,  oj>on  principles  of  - 
public  law,  have  justified  n^measure  of  so 
serious  a  character  ?  '2«t  'i  hat  as  the  celo- 
nial  trade  is  a  subject  ii)  wise  connected 
either  wi:h  the  Orders  in  Council,  or  with 
the  aflkir  of  the  CiiCbgpeake,  why  has  it  ^ 
been  permilleil  to  frustrate  an  arran^^e- 
ment  relating  to  thoKC  subjects;  and  lo 
those  only  }  3d,  That  as  this  condition  is 
allowed  to  have  originated  in  a  supposi- 
tion, th;>t  it  Would  be  agroeable  to  the 
American  Government,  why  has  it  been 
persisted  in  after  the  error  was  made 
knoivn  by  the  representation  of  Mr.  Er- 
skine to  his  Government,  that  neither  this 
nor  theetlier  conditions  of  the  di<ipatch  of 
23H  January  were  attainable  here? — 2d. 
Another  p'>t|it  in  the  dispatch,  and  not  in 
tlie  arrangement,  is,  that  the  British 
nary  might  capture  our  trade  to  ports 
prohibited  by  the  United  States. — This 
condition  too  appears  to  have  had  its 
origin  in  a  mistake  of  your  meaning  in  a 
conversation  with  Mr.  Canning,  as  noted 
by  yourself,  and  in  an  inference  thenee 
deduped  as  to  the  disposition  of  this  go- 
vernment. But  this  double  mistake  mudt 
have  been  brought  to  light  in  time  to  have 
been  corrected  in  the  new  mission.  In 
urging  ft,  Mr.  Canning  has  taken  a  ground 
forbidden  by  those  priaciples  of  decomra 
which  regulate  and  mark  the  ppdoeedings 
of  Governments  to?rards  each  other,  in 
his  dispatch  the  condition  is  stated  to  be 
for  the  -purpose  of  securing  the-Ao^  jfide 
intention  oi  America  to  prevent  her  eiti- 
sens  Drom  trading  with  Franee  and> certain 
other  powers.  »In  ot her  words,  to  secure  a 
|>iedge  to  ^at  alTect  against  the  imlaJUk 
mtentien  of 'the  United  Slates.  And  thie 
dispatch  too^as  authorised  to  be  commu- 
nicated' in  &3ot&mo  to  the  Government  of 
which  such  language  was  used.  Mi^ht  It 
not  have  been  reasonably  expected  that 
such  a  eondition  and  -such  observations 

'  v<mld  at  least,  on  such  an  oecasion,  have 
been  given  up  by  a  Government,  wiliiog 
to  'smooth  itheway  to-an- amicable  settle- 
ment of  existing  diflf^nces  f  In^his  neal 
toviudieate  his  eovernment,^r.  Jackson 
tochasattempted  a  gloss  en  this  most  ex- 
traordinavy  'idea  of  calling  en  a  tbreign 
severeignty,  net  indeed  40  make  laws  ler 
us,  but, -what  is<  equivalent  in  prineif^le,  to 
supply  a  supposed   inability  to  execute 

'tiiem.  He  calls  tach  an  interp<»sition  of 
his  Xlevemment  net  an  ^nceoaiion  of  the 

■  la«r^  OoBgPois/lHH  of  compact  bindii^f^ 
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as  a  public  law  on  both  p&rltes,  and  which 
boih  would  have  a  commoa  interest  in 
seeing  duly  executed.  On  his  own  prin- 
ciple there  ou^ht  to  be  a  reciprocity,  not 
only  in  the  execution  of  the  compact,  but 
ki  the  obligation  and  interest  resulting 
iirom  it.  Besides,  where  there  is  a  reci- 
procity in  compacts  between  nations  touch- 
ing attributes  of  sovereignty  there  ii always 
as^much  of  sovereignty  gained  as  is  parted 
with,  80  that  there  be  no  loss  nor  indig- 
nity on  either  side. — 3d.  The  remaining 
point  in  the  dispatch,  not  secured  by  the 
arrangement,  is  that  which  required  that 
whilst  our  prohibTtory  laws  should  be  re 
pealed  as  to  Great  Britain,  they  should 
be  left  in  force  as  to  France  and  the  powers 
adopting  or  acting  under  her  Decrees. — 
This  is  the  condition  which  alone  properly 
belongs  to  the  subject ;  and  it  is  to  be  ref- 
marked,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  British 
project,  of  which  this  condition  makes  a 
part,  contemplated  two  things  in  their  na- 
ture incompatible  ;  one,  a  repeal  of  the 
prohibitory  acts  as  to  Great  Britain,  with- 
out waiting  for  the  conclusion  of  a  regular 
treaty ;  the  other  a  pledge,  or  engagement 
for  their  continuance  as  to  the  other 
powers.  Now,  from  the  nature  of  our 
Constitution,  which,  in  this  particular, 
ought  to  have  been  attended  to  by  the 
British  Government,  it  is  manifest  that  the 
£xecative  autliority  could  have  given  no 
such  pledge,  that  the  continuance  of  the 
Prohibitory  Acts,  being  a  subject  of  le- 

gislative  consideration,  could  not  have 
een  provided  for  until  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature,  and  that  the  condition  could 
not»  therefore,  but  have  failed,  either  in 
the  immediate  renewal  of  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,  or  in  the  immediate  engage- 
ment that  it  should  not  be  renewed  with 
France.  The  British  Govecnment  ought 
to  have  acquiesced  in,  and  indeed  ought 
to  have  been  satisfied  with  the  attainc^ent 
of  the  important  object  of  an  immediate 
repeal  of  our  prohibitory  laws ;  and  with 
the  consideration,  that  the  other  object, 
not  immediately  attainable,  was  unneces- 
,sary  at  the  time,  because  the  prohibition 
as  to  France  was  then  in  i(orce,  and  be- 
cause there  was  every  reason  to  infer,  not 
only  from  this  fact,  but  from  the  spirit  of 
the  communications  made  from  time  to  time, 
and  from  the  overtures  before  submitted  to 
the  British  Government,  that,  without  a 
repeal  of  the  French  Decrees,  our  prohibi- 
tory laws  would  be  continued  in  force 
r'nst  France,  and  especially  in  the  case 
repeal  of  the  British  Oriiers,  which 


would  necessarily  render  a  continuance  of 
the  French  Decrees  doubly  obnoxious.— 
But^  if,  on  this  head,  doubts  could  have 
been  entertained,  instead  of  rejecting  the 
arrangement,    ought  not   the   Repealing 
Act  on  our  part  to  have  been  met  with 
a  suspension,  at  least,  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  until  it  could   have  been  seep 
whether  the  Non-intercourse  Law  would 
or  would  not  have  been  continued  against 
France }  Such  a  suspension  could  not  have 
given,  in  any  point  of  view,  more  advan- 
tage to  the  United  States,  than  was  given 
to  Great  Britain  by  the  repeal,  which  had 
taken  place  on  their  part. — If  this  reason- 
able course  could  not  have  been  substi- 
tuted for  the  disavowal,  why  was  not  a  fi- 
nal disavowal  suspended  with  a  proposi- 
tion, that  the  arrangement  would  be  exe- 
cuted by  Great  Britain  in  the  event  of  a 
compliance  on   the   part  of  the    United 
States  with  the  condition  required  as  t%j 
France  } — I  am  not  unaware,  you  may  ^fTJ 
told,  that  the  Non -intercourse  law  of  the 
United  States  did  not  extend  to  Holland, 
though  so  intimately  connected  with  France, 
and  so  subservient  to  her  Decrees  agidnst 
neutral  commerce..—  It  would  not  he  im- 
proper t>(i  this  occasion  to  observe,  that/ 
this  objection  can  be  the  less  urged  by 
Great. Britain,  as  she  has  herself  never  In 
her  alledged  retaliations  adhered  to  her 
principles  on  which  they  were  feundcd-— 
Thus  she  has,  from  the  d&teof  them,  ontil 
very   lately,   directed- them   against. the 
American  trade  even  to  Russia,  although 
Russia  had  never  adopted  the  French  De- 
G^rees,  nor  otherwise  violated  our  neuural 
trade  with  Great  Britain.      So,  in  her  Or- 
der of  April  last,  she  has  discriminated, 
not  only  between  the  countries  devoted  to 
France  by  the  ties  of  blood,  and  oth^ 
powers,  but  between  Holland,  Westph^»«» 
and  Naples,  in  enforcing  her  prohibitory 
Order  against  the  first  and  not  the  two  last. 
Whilst,  therefore,  she  finds  it  expedient 
to  make  these  distinctions,  she  ought  to 
presume,  that  we,  too,  may  perceive  eqasl 
propriety  in  the  distinctions  we  have  made. 
— But  it  may  be  of  more  impertancc  here 
to  compare  the  British  Order  in.Cooa^ 
of  April  last,  with  the  arrangement  ot 
April,  made  by  Mr.  Er^kine.     lt.^"» 
thence  be  seen  how  little  is  the  real  diwr- 
ence,  and  how  trivial  it  is  when  compared 
to  the  extensive  and  serious  consequences 
of  the  disavowal.— Under  the  Older  m 
Council  of  April,  all  the  pcwrts  of  Jiurop^ 
except  France,  including  the  kingdonas  oi 
Italy  and  Holland  with  their  dependencies^ 
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tn  opened  to  our  commerce.— Under  the 
arrangement  of  April,  combined  with  our 
Act  of  Non-intercoorse,  all  the  ports  of 
£arq)e,  except  France  and  her  dependen- 
cies, including  the  kingdom  of  Italy, 
would  have  been  opened  to  oar  com- 
merce.— The  difference  then  is  reduced 
merely  to  Holland,  and  that  again  is  re- 
doced  to  the  difference  between  a  direct 
trade  to  the  ports  of  Holland,  and  an  indi- 
rect trade  to  Holland^  through  Tonningen, 
llambnrgh,  Bremen,  and  Embden. — Now, 
as  the  injuring  of  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain  is  the  only  avowed  object  of  her 
intefdictiog  Order  against  our  trade,  let  a 
cooiputation  be  made  of  the  effect  which 
ibisdifl^rence  between  the  Order  in  Coun- 
cil and  the  arrangement  could  possibly 
hare  in  producing  such  an  injury.  And 
then  let  the  question  be  candidly  answer- 
ed, whether,  laying  aside  all  considera- 
tions of  right  and  justice,  sufficient  induce- 
ment could  have  been  found  in  that  result 
for  rejecting  the  arrangement,  and  for. 
producing  the  consequent  embarrassments, 
M  well  to  G^eat  Britain  as  to  the  United 
States — If  it  be  necessary,  as  Mr.  Jack- 
ipn  has  stated^  to  set  bounds  to  a  spirit  of 
encroachment  and  universal  dominion, 
which  would  bind  all  things  to  its  own 
itandard,  and  to  falsify  by  honourable  and 
manly  resistance,  an  annunciation  that  all 
Europe  is  submitting  by  degrees,  effort 
ipust  be  feeble,  indeed,  jwhich  is  to  be 
found  in  the  inconvenience  accruing  to  the 
formidable  foe  from  the  operation  "of  this 
Order  in  Council ;  and  especially  when 
^t  combine  with  ^  the  strange  phenome- 
non of  sobslituting  for  the  lawful  trade  of 
tbe  United  States  a  trade  of  British  sub- 
jects, contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  adverse 
Ptrty,  and  amounting,  without  a  special 
licence,  in  the  eye  of  British  law,  to  high 
treason. 

Thus  much  for  the  Orders  in  Council, 
^hat  has  taken  place  niih  respect  to  the 
^^hisapeake  will  equally  engage  your  at- 
tention. You  will  perceive,  that  through- 
wrt  the  early  stages  of  the  correspondence, 
thifcase  vras,in  some  respects,  improperly 
t^oofconded  with,  in  others  improperly  se- 
parated from,  that  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
^1 ;  and  particularly  that  pains  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  Jackson  Irotubatitute  verbal 
*ndyagoe  observilions  on  the  disavowal 
of  thif  part  of  the  arrangement,  for  an  ex- 
plicit and  formal  explanation,  such  as 
was  obviously  due.  It  will  be  seen  also, 
'^t,  whenHinally  brought  to  the  point,  he 
'^^ed  foe  a  j unification  of  the  disavowal 
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to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Erskine  from  bit 
instructions,  without  shewing  whatthose  in- 
structions were,  and  to  allusions  to  an  ex- 
pression ill  the  arrangement,  without  giv- 
ing to  his  meaning  the  distinctness  pre- 
requisite to  a  just  reply.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  he  lays  great  stress  on  the  pro- 
posal enclosed  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  Oc- 
tober, as  at  once  indicating  the  departure 
of  Mr.  Erskine  from  bis  instructions;  and 
as  containing  the  conditions  on  the  basis  of 
which  he  was  ready  to  enter  on  an  adjust- 
ment. And  from  a  note  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  British  Legation,  it  appears 
that  hQ  has  complained  of  not  having  re- 
ceived an  answer  to  his  proposal,  as  he 
had  before  complained  that  no  answer 
had  been  giren  to  his  verbal  disclosure  on 
this  head  in  his  interviews  with  me.  With 
respect  to  his  intimations  in  conversation, 
as  they  were  preceded  by  no  proper  as- 
signment of  the  reasons  for  not  having  ex- 
ecuted the  original  adjustment:  it  cannot 
be  necessary  to  remark,  that  no  such  no- 
tice, as  he  wished  to  obtain,  could,  with  any 
sort  of  propriety,  have  been  taken  of  them. 
With  respect  to  his  written  project,  it  will 
suffice  to  remark,  1st,  That  besides  his  re- 
luctant and  indistinct  explanation  of  the 
disavowal  of  the.  original  adjustment,  be 
did  not  present  his  proposal  until  be  ha(i 
made  such  progress  in  his  offensive ,  insi- 
nuation as  made  it  proper  to  wait  the  issue 
of  the  reply  about  to  be  given  to  it;  and 
that  this  issue  had  necessarily  put  a  stop 
to  further  communications.  2dlT>  That 
although  he  had  given  us  to  understand 
that  the  ordinary  credentials,  such  alone 
as  he  had  delivered,  could  not  bind  his 
Government  in  such  a  case,  his  proposal 
ha:d  neither  been  preceded  by  nor  accom- 
panied with  the  exhibition  of  other  commis- 
sion or  full  power:  Nor,  indeed,  has  he  ever 
given  sufficient  reason  to  suppose  that  he 
had  any  such  full  power  to  exhibit  in  re- 
lation to  this  particular  case.  It  is  true, 
that  in  his  letter  of  the  *2Sd  of  October,  he 
had  stated  an  authority  eventually  to  con- 
clude a  convention  between  the  two  coun-t 
tries.  Without  advertirtg  to  the  ambiguity 
of  the  term  '  eventually'  with  the  marie  of 
emphasis  attached  to  it,  and  to  other  uncer- 
tainties in  the  phraseology,  it  is  clear,  that 
the  authority  referred  to,  whatever  it  may 
be,  is  derived  from  instructions  subject  to 
his  own  discretion,  and  not  from  a  patent 
commission,  such  as  might  be  properly 
called  for.  It  is  true  also  than  in  his 
letter  of  the,4.th  of  November,  subsequent 
to  his  proposal :  he  says  he  was  possessed 
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of  a  iuli  p^nrer  vik  due  form  far  the  express 
purpose  of  concluding  a  Treaty  or  Conven- 
tion.— Sat  it  stiU  remains  uncertain,  whe- 
ther by  the  Treaty  or  Convention  to  which 
it  related   was  not  meant  an  ev  >ntual  or 
p'ovilional  Treaty  on  the  genepai  relatioiis 
Detween  the  two  counlrias,   without   any 
reference  to  tlie  case  of  the  Chesapeake. — 
Geartain  it  is  that  the  British  government, 
in  for^Mr  like  case,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
adJBStment   of  th»t  part  of  the  aflair  at 
Nootka  Sound,  which  is  analogous  to  this 
OQsei  did  not  consider  any  such  distinct 
fail  power*  as  necessary  ;  nor  is  there  tbe 
slightest  git>uDd  for  suppp^ing  that  Mr. 
Ecskine^    although   confessedly  instruct- 
ed to  odjost  this  very  case  of  the   Clte- 
sapeake,  was  furj^shed    with  any  autho- 
rity distinct  from   his  credential    letter. 
That  Mr.  Jackson    has  any  such  coip- 
mission   is  tb«   less    to  be  supposed,  as 
it  lis  but  barely  possible,  that  possess mg 
it,  he  sliould  nut,  on  some  occasion,  or  in 
seiae^forin,  have  used  a  longuaco  suscepii- 
ble  of  on  possible  doubt  on  this  point.-^ 
But  proceeding  to  the  proposal  itself,  it  is 
to  be  kdpt.in  piiRd,  ihat  the  cqnditious 
fermiog  its  basis  ai%  the  very  coiulitions  for 
the  deviating  fro^  which  Mr.  Ei-skine's  ad- 
jnslQient  was  disavowed.     Mr.  Jackson, 
if  not  jQKk  others,  is  on  tliis  poiat  explicit. 
<(  I  now  aidd  (says  he)  chat  tbe  deviation 
cmustad  in  not  recording  in  the  o^ial 
dacmqeBt  «i§pBed  iMre  the  abrogation  of 
the  Pfesident's  proclamation  of  the  2d 
July,   19()7J  as  well  as  the  two  reserves 
specified  in  the  paper  of-menuiranda  en- 
dosed  in  my  ofl&cial  letter  to  you  of  the 
Id^th  alt/'— rCcttsideang  then  the  condi- 
'tiiHie4n  tikQ  ^proposal  as  an  ultimatum,  in 
what  li^t  are  we  compelled  to  view  such 
anatteisptto  repair  the  outvage  committed 
oa  the  frigate  €hes9ipeike,.aAd  40  heal  the 
disisippointment  produced  d>y  a  disavowal 
of  a  previous  equitable  f  eparation  ?-^It  is 
impossible  on  cuoh  aa  occasion ^not  to  reoal 
the  circamstances  which  constituted  the 
oharacterof  the  outrage  to  which  aich  an 
ultimatum  is  now  applied.  A  nadonal  ship 
proceeding  on  an  important  service,  -was 
wotohed  by  a  «uperior  naval  -force,  en- 
J03riii9  at  the  time  the  hospitality  ofqur 
pbttftj'Was  followed,  and  scarcely  out  of 
owr -waters  wihen  she  'was,  after  an  insult- 
ing suBHlMnSi  attacked  in  a  hostile  manner, 
and  tl^e  ship  .sainjored.as  to  require  ex- 


pensive repairs^  the  expedition  ffustr^^ted, 
a  numbei'  of  the  cri;w  kill.'ed  and  wounded, 
several  c^rrifd  ini«*  aiptivity,  and  (me  of 
them  put  to  death  under  a  military  ^n- 
tcnce.  The  ■  three  seamen,  though  Anw- 
rican  citizens,  and  therelore  on  every  w|)- 
position  detained  as  wronLrfuHv  as  the 
ship  wottid  hav^  been  <lQtaiiied,)iave,  not- 
withstanding, ri  mained  in  captivity  be- 
tween two  and  three  vears  ;  and  it  may 
btt  added,  aft<»r  it  ha^long  ceased  to  be 
denied,  that  they  are  Americau  citisens. 
^~  Under  these  circumsmnc?es  we  are  called 
upon  to  mnsom  the  captitos. 

1st.  Ey  acknowledging  that  a  precao- 
tionary  proclamation,  jostiBed  by  erenti 
preceding  the  outrage,  by  the  outrage  it- 
self, and  by  what  immediately  followedl 
it,  was  unjustifiable,  and  that  a  r^peelof 
it  was  properly  a  condition  pr^cedeit  tos 
reparation  for  the  outrage.  And  this  re- 
quisition is  repeated  too,  z^ter  such  sfl  ac- 
knowledgment had  been  uniformly  as- 
serted by  this  Government 'to  be  utterly 
inadmisstble,  and,  what  is  particularly  re- 
nuirkable,  at  a  time  when  th^  prooiaoia^ 
tion,  as  is  well  undorstood,  was  iw  longer 
in  force.  The  ooccUiion  obviously  invited 
a  silent  assumption  of  the  existing  fact, 
and  this  would  have  e^rclnded  the  cRflica!- 
ty  heretofore  found  to  be  insuperable.— 2d. 
3y  throwing  into  complete  oblivion  the 
conduct  of  the  officer  answerable  for  tbe 
m^i-derous  transaction,  with  a  knowledgf, 
|oo,  on  our  part,  that  instead  of  being  pa- 
ntshed,  or  even  brought  to  trial,  he  ha« 
been  hotkmred  by  his  Government  with  a 
new  and  n^ore  importatu  command. — S<). 
Py  admitting  a  right  on  tbe  part  of  Great 
Britain  to  olaigi  a  disdiarge  Irom  our  ser- 
vice of  desavt^fr generally y  and  particular- 
ly of  ber  natilW  born  subjects,  withost 
excepting^snck  as  had  been  naturali^  in 
due  form  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. — Ithas  iiot  been  explained,  whe- 
ther it  was  mearft,  as  the  universality  01 
tbe  term  "deserter"  would  inaport,  to 
include  American  citizens  who  might  have 
left  the  British  service.— <But  what  possi- 
ble consitleration  could  have  induced  the 
jBritish  Government  to  eKpect  that  Ae 
United  Sutes  could  admit  a  principle  that 
could  deprive  our  naturalized  citizens  o\ 
the  legal  privileges  which  they  hold  m 
^:ommon  with  their  native  fellow-citiaeii»' 
(TobccaHthmed.)    . 
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"  farthenDore,  they  have  laid  us  open  to  nil  eur  enemies;  wbo^var  will  invade,  may  not  doabt  to 
**  subdue  us:  for  they  have  taken  from  us  the  sinews  of  war,  that  is  Money  and  Courage;  all  our 
"  mon6y  is  go.ne«  and  they  have  exhausted  the  treasure  of  the  nation  ;  and  tehen  people  are  poor,  their 
*^  sptriis  are  low,  eo  that  \fe  are  left  without  a  defence ;  and  who  must  we  thank  for  bringing  u&into  this 
"■  despScirbte  conditiort»  l>tit  these  gentlemen,  who,  notwithstanding  this,  kttd  tJte  ((ice  to  stile  themsehet 
**  ike  KiKG'S  FBieNiH,  and  ail  tb<«e  who  opposed  their  practices  wore  FACTIOUS  and  SEDITIOUS. 
**.  TKey  had  brougbt  it  tu,  that  pass  that  wl«cnsoe\'er  any  gcntleoKMi  that  had  a  true  English  spirit  hap- 
**  peocd  to  say  any  rhing  that  was  bold,  presentiy  away  to  seek  the  kmg  and  tell  him  of  it ;  and  often- 
"  times  more  iIkiu  the  truth  :  and'  thus  they  endeavour  fo  beget  en  ill  opinion  in  the  king  of  his  best 
'^Sktjecls:  and  thrlr  practice  was  tbe  nvore  abominable,  because  their  words  and  actions  gave  the 
*'  oecaskM  to  force  those  smart  expref:f^ions  from  the  gentlojkien  that  spoke  tbcm;  for  their  honest  hearts 
**  were  fired  with  tme  zeal  !•  their  king  and  country,  when  they  beheld  the  impudence^  and  faheness  of 
**■  dhte  Pensioners,  ♦♦**♦*♦**>  ♦**♦>!?♦♦*♦**♦♦ 
'\  Kmgs  that  dote  tcj  much  upon  their  Favouriteis,  do  for  the  most  part  pick  up  MEAN  MEN,  pttfJe  ef 
*\no fortunes  or  eslates,  upon  whom  it  is  that  they  place  their  favour  to  so  high  a  degree;  um,  there> 
**^  fi/ie,  it  is  for  Ihcir  interest  to  ad  vise  tbe  king  to  govern  by  an  Army,  for  if  be  prevails,  then  tb^y  are 
"  aare  to  have  vbat  heart  can  wish;  or  if  he  fei),  yet  they  are  but  vpiicre  tliey  were:  tbey  had  naikiMg, 
**  md  they  can  lose  nothing,"— ^Mh,  Booth's  Speeches,  in  th6  Honsa  of  Commons,  in  the  jneigo  of 
Charles  IL  and  in  1680.     See  Parliamentary  History;  Vol  IV.  pages  1268  and  1272. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

■PaELIAMEKTAKY  pHOCEfiDINGS. 1. 

Openmv:  <^  the  Session:  II.  Lord  Porches- 
ttt^t  Motion  fat  Inquiry :  III.  Lord  Cock- 
lan^i  Motion  about  Lord  Gttmbier*s  Court' 
Mmiiai:  IV.  Mr.  Manning* s  Complaint 
against  the  News-papers. L  The  Open- 
ing of  the  Session  was  noticed  in  my  la$t^ 
at  page  (04,  and  tbe-King's  Speech  was 
inserted  at  page  f  1 3.  For  the  sake  of 
hariog  a  mure  clear  view  of  what  has 
ptned,  or>  at  least,  of  what  had  passed 
op  t^  Monday  night,  the  29ih  of  January, 
I  will  here  jtist  restate,  that,  upon  tbe  ques- 
tion of  the  Amendment,  which  was  moved 
on  the  first  day  of  the  Session,  the  mints- 
tctshad,  in  the  Home  of  Lords,  1 44^  votes 
against  02;  and  that,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  they  had  263  against  167. 
The  Amendment,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  re- 
ference to  it,  contained' a  censure  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  ministers,  and  atso  a  decla- 
ration, that  inqtdfy  was  necessary.  How 
any  m^'n,  at  a!1  informed  of  what  had 
talen  place  in  Spain  aiid  in  Waicheren, 
could,  ibr  one  single  inoment^  hesitate  as 
to  whether  ^e  conduct  of  the  ministers 
DAierited  ceiksure,  is,  to  me,  utterly  incom- 
pfehensible.     Yet,  many  there  were  who 


—r^[ie» 

"  Waicheren.''      The  speech,  by  which 
this  motion  was  prefaced  was,  it  a^ypears, 
greatly  applauded:  but,  not  beyond  its 
deserts ;  for  there  has  seldom  appeared,  in 
a  news -paper  report,  a  speech  so  eloquent 
as  this,  and,  at  the  same  time,  s6  i^plete 
with  clear  and  forcible  statement,  correct 
reasoning,  afhd  good  sentiment.      There 
wanted,  indeed,  nothing  at  all  to  be  said 
upon  the  subject ;  for,  who  could  say,  that 
inqniry  ought  not  to  take  place  ?     Aye ; 
but  there  might  he  many,  who,  under  pre- 
tence ofnotpre-judging,  would  endeavour  to 
get  rid  of  inquiry  altogether. — ^The  motion 
of  Lord  Porchester  was  seconded  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Quin.  The  task  of  opposing  this 
motion  was,  itseems,  allotted  to  a  Mr.  Cro« 
KBR,  a  briefless  lawyer  from  Ireland^  who, 
as  the  reader  may  recolle(:t,  cut  a  conspi- 
cuous figure  during  the  Ducal  Investiga- 
tion, and  who  is  now  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  with  a  salary  of  4-,000/.  ayear. 
This  Mr.  Croker  opposed  the  motion  of 
Lord  Porchester  by  another  motion  for  the 
prerfious  queHion,  which,  as  the  readei*  Yery 
well  knows,  amounts  to  just  the  same  thing 
as  a  direct  negative  to  tbe  propotfition^  to 
which   it  is  opposed.    This  Mr.  Croker 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  given  any 
reason,  worth  a  moment's  attentioii,  for 
thi^  motion  of  hig.;    but,  he   concluded 


wwfld  not,  as  they  saidt,  censure  t6ithout  , 

inquiry! *Jl,  Well,  they  were  soon/m/  \rith  a  pretty  brosnl  hint  about  the  king, 

ta/ft^  Ir^updn  this  pohtt ;  for,  on  Friday^  which  it  is  quite  proper  to  bear  in  mind, 

the  26th,  came  Lord  Porchester  with  a  especially  considering  the  quarter  whence  it 

motion  ibr  "  the  House*  going  htto  a  com-   came.- He  asked  the  House,  the  news- 

"iliittee  id  tiakte  into  consideration  the  papers  tell  us",  "Whether  it  was  dealing 

poKcy  and  cottdhict  of  the  Expedition  to  **fixirhf  and  ttspectfulhf  by  Mr  M(^tttyUf 
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"  Tote  for  inquiry,  when  he  had  assured 
•*  Ihf  In,  thnt  nati^uctory  documents  should 
''be  laid  bt  fore  thero/'  The  House  does 
s^em  to  have  kicked  a  little  at  this.  This, 
!Vbm  Mr.  Croker,  does  seem  to  hare  been 
goins^  a  little  too  far  even  for  the  House  ; 
and  tbe  thing  was,  by  Mr.  Bragge,  re- 
sented pretty  sharply.  He  gave  it  as  his 
rpinlon>  that,  notwithstanding  the  lively 
spirit  of  Mr.  Croker,  the  ministers  had 
evinced  no  great  sagacity  in  putting  him 
forward  as  a  spokesman,  upon  this  occa- 
sion ;  and  he  deprecated  in  strong  terms 
the  use  which  this  Mr.  Croker  had  made 

of  the  king's  name. But,  come,   let  us 

not  be  t  o  severe  upon  this  Mr.  Croker's 
doctrine ;  for,  1  think,  we  must  allow,  that, 
for  many  years  past,  a  pretty  free  u?e  has 
been  made  of  the  king's  name,  both  in  the 
House  and  out  of  it.  We  must  all  re- 
member, that,  no  longer  ago  than  last  win- 
ter, Mr.  Canning  not  only  made  a  simi- 
lar use  of  the  king's  name,  in  the  case  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  but  that  he  pushed  for- 
ward the  age  and  the  infirmities  of  the  king 
to  boot;  and  this,  too,  without  exciting 
any  great  degree  of  indignation  in  the 

House, ^Thfe  truth  is,  I  dare  say,  that 

this  Mr.  Croker  had  a  desire  to  evince  his 
friendship  for  his  dearly  beloved  sovereign. 
And,  really,  when  one  considers  the  mat- 
ter rightly,  it  would  be  hard  to  prevent 
him  from  shewing  this  ardent  attachment 
of  his.  He  is  young,  too,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, and  we  know,  that,  .at  that  time  of 
life,  the  feelings  of  affection,  ck  well  as  all 
other  feelings,  are  stronger  than  at  a  more 
advanced  age.  I  dare  say,  that,  anon,  his 
love  for  the  king,  though  not  at  all  dimi- 
hished,  will  become  more  subservient  to 
reason ;  but,  at  present,  I  must  confess, 
Ihat  I  do  not  think  this  ebullition  of  loyal 
affection  a  thing  to  be  so  much  found 
fault  of,  especially  as  the  person,  in  whose 
heart  it  seems  to  reign,  appears  to  have 
been  formed  by  natuie  for  the  entertain- 
ing   of  this    particular  attachment. 

Mr.  Perceval  sectmded  the  motion  of 
this  Mr.  Croker.  This  speech,  as  coming 
from  the  person  who  is  prime  minister,  is 
of  consequenccj  and,  therefore,  I  shall  in- 
kier t  all  of  it  tliat  is  material,  in  the  least 
degree,  as  an  answer  to  Lord  Porchester, 
or  rather,  as  to  why  the  motion  foi-  a 
committee  of  inquiry  should  not  be  adopt- 
ed.-  ^The  pretence  was,  that  the  king 

had,  in  the  Speech,  ordered  the  House  to 
be  assured,  that  he  would  cause  papers^ 
relative  to  the  Expedition,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore them  i  aod  that  a9  these  papers  w  ould 


be  ready  for  delivery  by  Tuesday  next, 
"  he  would  ask,  why  should  they  now  ap- 
"  point  a  Committee  to  inquire,  destiiute 
"  as  they  were  of  all  information,  when 
*'  his  majesty,  in  his  speech,  had  so  soon 
"  promised  thfm  information,  which,  he 
"  trusted,  would  be  satisfactory.    What 
"  was  the  object  of  Inquiry  ?    Why,  of 
<'  course,  to  get  information ;  and  this  in- 
/«  formation  they  were  certainly  promised. 
•'  There  was,  of  course,  no  necessity  for 
"  the  motion,  if  that,  indeed,  was  its  ob- 
"  ject,  but  they  wanted  to  get  the  vote  first. 
*'  The  only  object  of  the  vote  could  be  to 
*«  get  information ;    and  was  it  not  then 
"  superfluous,  when  his  majesty's  govern- 
«'  ment  had  advised  his  majesty  to  proffer 
"  that  information,   on  which  onl^  an  In- 
''  (juiry  could  be  founded  r — It  might  be 
*'  that    this    information   should   not   be 
'*  deemed  suOficient ;  but  why  not  wait  to 
"  see  ?  Where  could  be  the  mighty  dif- 
*'  ference  between  Saturday  jfnd Monday? 
<*  This,  however,  would  be  quite  incon- 
**  sistent.;  it  would  be  to6  deliberative  for 
"  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite.     Oh,  no, 
**  say  they,  we  will  wait  for  no  informa- 
"  tion  ;  it  is  unnecessary'  to  us :  we  will 
"  enquire'  first,  and  get  information  after- 
"  wards.     One  hon.  gentleman,  however, 
«'  feared  when  the  papers  did  arrive  they 
"  would  not  be  fouud  satisfactory ;  if  so, 
"  why  then  papers    more    so  might  b« 
"  moved  for,   but  how  could  the  question 
"be   affected  by  waiting  to  see;    what 
"  could  the  loss  of  a  day  or  few  hours 
"  signify  r  Another   hon.  gentleman  had 
"  spoken  of  Parlianwiiary  tactics;   indeed 
«'  it  was  a  science  in  which  they  seemed 
'*  miserably  deficient ;   they  had  terribly 
*'  mismanaged    their  manoeuvres  on  tbf 
*'  first  night  of  the  session.     If  they  wert 
"  \\  isp,  they  would  have  proposed  the  Mo- 
"  tion  of  this  night  as  an  Amendment  to 
"  the  motion  for  the  Address,  in  place  of 
"  pre-judgiag  the  question   as  they  did, 
"  and  now  moving  for  an  Inquiry  into  it 
"  (Hear,  hear  f J  But  that  would  not  do: 
<'n6;  they  were  more  confident:    they 
"  would  bear  down  all  precedent ;  they 
"  would  shew  their  strength,  and  carry  a 
"  motion  such  as  had  never  been  made 
"  before !    (Hear,  hear  I  J  Perhaps,  gentle- 
"  men  opposite  might  say,  there  never  be*- 
"  fore  was  such  an  occasion.    (Loud  cftcers 
"  from  the  opposition. J    Even  if  there  wa* 
"  not,  it  still  became  any  assembly  wliich 
"  wished  to  carry  even  a  shew  of  justice, 
"  to  deliberate  before  they  decided;  to  in- 
i'  quire  befor^Lthrycondeumcd*    //&«*// 
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"They  cwi'd  nerer  af'^pl  i^p  co-itt-  of 
*'  the  gtnt!enitn  o-  j^she ;  c^irf  «iin  first 
**  and  try  aftcrwrinf?.  Tbey  were  a:  ^ari- 
"aiice  lo-n-jht  wia  xht'^r  fi-rt  rJcht's 
"  procceJingi ;  thtn  they  cane  w.ih  a 
"  sweeping,  prcjo'^cin^  con^^emnatr-Ti ; 
**  nffu!  they  tacitly  a':knn\T!cdr'  -i  that  ibcy 
**  were  ihtn  wron  j.  an'!  nia:!e  a  racrfioa  to 
"enquire.  They  were  equal' v  «Ton<:  in 
"  boib  cases,  b*cntr*e,in  the  fir^t  cast-,  ^hev 
**  coodemDed  wit  hoot  en<|«jiry,  arvi  in  ihie 
**  second  tbey  enquired  witho:it  inform a- 
"rioo  ^kear,  kcjr*).  It  was  a  cnrions 
"  kind  of  justice ;  a  casr.gai  cditjite  species 
"of  proceeding  whv:-  he  hoped  no  Brit- 
"isb  Hoose  of  Com nons  ever  wonid  adopt, 
"*  B*Jt  jasticc  was  not  the  »l^ject ;  at  least, 
"  it  was  only  a  nominal  ohject :  the  real 
'•^'i^ci,  that  tor  which  erery  nenre  was 
''■  i'nmed,  and  every  shew  cren  of  com- 
"  Ui'n  decency  cast  aside,  tnurAe  remocal  qf 
"  Ministers,  Oji  such  an  occas'on  it  would 
**  be  idle  f  o  condescend  to  fomis ;  it  would 

*  be  onnecessury  to  attend  to  regular 
*'  mod*  s  of  proceeding ;  inquiry  would 
"  be  crtierly,  and  therefore  it  should  not 
"  be  adopted ;  no,  erery  thing  but  the 
*' plain  object  of  interest  was  to  beoTcr- 
"  leaped ,  and  the  grand  point  of  removal 
''and  condemnation  carried  by  storm. 
"  Down  they  came  to  the  hoose  for  the 
**  porpose,  full    charge ;    nothing   could 

*  withstand  their  self-supposed  strength  ; 
•*  nambers,  popularity,  confidence,  weak- 
**  ness  of  the  mini^try,  all  gave  them  as- 
•*  snrance  of  success:  Alas !  what  a  sad 
"disappointment!  totally  discomfited; 
"there  never,  he  believed,  was  a  more 
"  dispirited  set  of  men ;  the  house  had 
"shewn  them  their  mistake  ;  their  woeful 
"  error !  It  had  let  them  see  prfetty  plain- 
**  ly  that  it  would  not  he  led  or  ho^d^winked. 
"  They  had  at  length  fatally  discovered 
"  that  the  House  of  Commons  of  EngTand 
"  wooid  not  pledge  itself  to  enquire  until 
"  it  saw  whether  enquiry  was  necessary. 
"He  hoped  it  never  would  be  so  unjust  or 
"■0  inconsistent.  All  that  ministers  could 
"  do  they  had  done ;  they  Jiatl  proffered 
"  papers  which,  in  their  opinion,  would 
"  be  sufficient  to  throw  ample  light  upon 
"  the  subject.  It  was  to  be  seen  whetheir 
"  they -were  mistaken  or  not  in  their  con- 
"jccture  as  to  the  importance  of  those 
"papers;  whether  they  would  be  suffici- 
"cntly  explanatory,  and,  if  not,  what 
"  points  they  left  undetermined.  Then 
"  would  be  the  \ime  to  demand  more,  until 
**  even  the  most  sceptical  were  satisfied  ; 
^  what  more  ministers  should  have  done, 
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LorJ  Pv,n:ht5ter'>  oJrr^tr, "  thai  the  fkmer 
'•  of  KT't?  zTTT^y  Lid  been  sent  to  perish  m 
"  the  charoe  I -houses  of  Walcheren;  that 
"the  ministers  had  shamefully  wasted  the 
"means  of  the  country;  that  they  had 
"  killed  the  hoj>e  of  our  allies;  that  they 
"  hrfd,  by  this  eatpedition,  made  this  king- 
"  dom  the  laughing  stock  of  Europe ;  and 
**  that,  as  our  enemies  had  declaxed,  the 
"  expeditioDs  of  our  ministers,  were  ad- 
*•  vantages  only  to  France/*  Is  there  a 
man  in  all  England,'  who  has  the  smallest 
doubt  upon  this  su):gect  ?  Is  there  one  single 
man,  who  wants  pq^ers  of  any  sort  to  con- 
vince him  of  the  truth  of  these  propositioDS  ^ 
Wliy,  then,  was  the  House  to  wait  fbrpo- 
pers  f—— The  truth  evidently  enough  is,  that 
the  very  promise  of  papers,  in  the  Speech, 
was  inteiKled  toprevent  am  mqukyaitke  Bar  of 
the  Homx.  If  the  papers  had  been  waited 
for,  then  a  discussion  would  have  taken 
place  upon  them.  More  would  have  been 
moved  for  by  the  ministers  themselves,  if 
nobody  else  would  have  moved  for  them; 
thus  the  thing  would  have  drawled  out^ 
and,  at  last,  the  decision  would  have  been 
grounded  upon  xohat  f  Why,  upon  just 
such  evidence  as  the  vmsten  ckcie  to  k^ 

before  the  House, Papers,  such  as  thosa 

which  the  ministers  mean  to  lay  before  the 
house,  may  be  necessary,  during  an  in- 
quiry ;  but,  to  hold  them  out  as  something 
to  prevent  the  adoption  of  Lord  Porchester's 
motion,  did  certainly  require  more  confi- 
dence than  any  man  but  Mr.  Perceval 
could  be  expected  to  possess.  The  House 
agrees^  that  there  have  dreadful  evils 
arisen,  since  it  last  met.  Let  us,  then^ 
says  one  of  its  members,  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  those,  who  have  had  the 
management  of  the  nation's  affairs  since 
that  time,  the  ministers.  Oh,  no!  say  the 
ministers,  don't  do  that ;  stop  till  we  lay 
our  story  before  you  ;  and,  then  you  will 
see  wltelher  tliere  be  ground  for  inquiry  or  not. 
Was  there  any  thmg  but  this  wanting  to 
complete  the  scries  of  insults,  which  this 
nation  has  been  compelled  to  endura,  or, 
at  least,  has  endured,  for  these  two  years 
past  ?  What !  the  parties  accused  say  to 
their  accusers :  stay,  do  not  institute  an 
inquiry,  till  you  have  read  our  paptrt; 
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because  those  papers  may  convince  you, 
tha^  no  inquiry  is  necessary  !  Never  was 
there  in  this  world  any  thing  so  coolly 
impudent  as  this.  These  accused  persons 
would  be  a  pretty  set  of  fellows  indeed, 
if  they  were  to  produce  any  papers, 
tending  to  shew  their  own  guilt!  It  is  not 
their  papers,  that  the  public  want :  the 
public  want  an  investigation  at  the  Bar  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  an  examina- 
tion of  evidence  of  all  sorts,  and  from  all 
quarters ;  and  it  wants  to  see,  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  such  an  examination,  some- 
thing Vike  justice  shall  be  done,  and  some- 
thing like  satisfaction  given  to  the  public; 
something  that  may  operate  in  the  way  of 

security  for  the  future, ^The  rest  of  Mr. 

Percevar$  speech  was  in  the  old  way  of 
wrangling  for  place ;  and,  quite  consolatory 
it  must  be  to  this  abused  nation,  to  hear 
what  it  heard  from  him  in  this  speech. 
Oh !  Napoleon !  thine  is  indeed  a  lucky 
star  !  Never  couldst  thou,  even  in  thy 
most  sanggine  moments,  have  dt^eamed; 
that  Englapd  would  have  been  in  her  pre- 
sent plight ! — And,  so,  this  little  gentle- 
Rian,  when  a  motion  is  made  for  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues, in  expending  several  millions  of 
money  for  the  blawins  xq>  qf  a  basing  at 
which  the  enemy  laughs,  and  in  sending 
80  many  thousands  oi  fine  men,  as  Mr. 
Windham  said^  <'  to  their  grave,  to  be  ex- 
"  tinguished  amidst  the  miasmata  of  Wal- 
/.'  cheren,  to  go  out  like  a  candle  in  a 
'*  vault ;"  when  a  motion  is  made  for  in- 
quiry as  to  such  a  matter,  he,  the  king's 
bead  mini8ter>  banters  his  opponents  upon 
their  failure  in  what  he  calls  their  "  par- 
Uamentajy  tactics,"  and  runs  on  for  half 
an  hour  m  a  gleeful  strain  about  majorities. 

qfvotfis  in  that  House- Mr.  Tiebney,  in 

^Ui&wer  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Perceval,  ob* 
ajBxved  *'  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
^  right  boo.  gentlemanhad  treated  the  two 
**  propositions  thajt  bad  come  from  that 
**  8i<le  of  the  House*  The  right  hon.  gen- 
*'  tlennan  had  said  a  great  deal  of  their 
*'  confidence  in  their  own  strength,  and  of 
"  their  disappointment  on  the  first  night, 
"  but  he  believed  that  the  surprise  was 
**  with  the  rigbthon^gentlenum,  at  finding 
"  himself  R^<  in  a  cnmarity>  and  tlie  efiect& 
''of  that  surprise,  had  appeared  in  the 
.  "  altered  manner  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
''  man  since.  He  was  oOwuponhis  stilts, 
''  self  assured,  and  quite  chan^d  from 
'*  that  humble  and  snbduiad  ione«  in  which 
'<  be  bad  on  the  first  n^bt  thrown  bimaelf 
''^apoodi^tilHHVkiW^^  tbem>  tba^be 


"  must  stand  by  Ins  Scfoereign,  but  now  he 
"  called  upon  the  house  to  stand  by  him. 
"  One  gentleman  under  the  gallery,  in 
"  dealing  out  his  compliments  on  the  pre- 
''  sent  administration,  bad  forgot  that  he 
"  was  applying  to  what  is,  the  encomiums 
"  he  had  intended  tor  whut/wwi  been.  The 
'*  noble  lord  alluded  to  was  no  longer  at 
"  the  head  of  the  W ar^ department ;  aod 
"  notwithstanding  that  versatile  variety  ot 
"  powers  that  had  enabled  lord  Liverpool 
"  to  take  the  circuit  of  ail  the  d^ereni 
"  oj/ices  qfthe  State,  yet  it  remained  to  be 
"  proved  that  he  was  as  efficient  for  bis 
"  present  situation  as  his  predecessor.  Ths 
"  case  of  Buenos  Ay  res  that  had  been  cited 
"  was  not  in  point,  for  there  bad  been  in- 
"  quiry  ;  and  the  unfortunate  Officer  who 
"  had  had  the  command  of  tliat  expedition 
*'  had  bef  n  broke.  It  had  been  said  that 
"  the  public,  notwithstanding  the  nature  of 
"  the  previous  question,  might  form  wrong 
"  notions  of  it.  The  public  do  not  tech- 
"  nically  understand  it,  but  practicallv 
"  they  understood  it  as  well  as  they  did,  ami 
*'  would  thiuk  it  a  trick  to  defeat  inquiry- 
"  There  was  no  need  of  further  inquiry 
"  before  the  present  motion— //<e  cabuMtj^ 
"  was  notorious.  If  he  see  a  man  dwa 
*  with  twenty  gashes  in  his  head,  and  that 
"  when  it  was  proposed  that  tbey  go  be- 
"  fore  the  Coroner  (just  what  was  proposed 
"  in  the  present  case),  some  one  should 
"  object.  No,  no,  never  mind  the  Coroaer 
"  — but  here  is  a  Gentleman  who  will  tell 
"  us  his  story  about  it— aye — but  he  may 
"  be  the  murderer  himsclt  fa  laugh),  Wub 
"  respect  to  the  promise  of  inqan-y  inbj* 
"  majesty's  Speech,  it  was  all  very  gopo, 
"  and  he  bad  great  respect  fot  it^  and  w 
"  forth,  only  he  did  not  believe  one  syl- 
"  laWe  of  it— that  wa*  all— f^  W*;— 
*'  for  the  House  woujd  remember  that  they 
"  bad  promises  of  a  similar  nature ;  nay» 
"  much  stronger;  and  they  all  knew  what 
*'  became  of  them-  It  was  not  papers  he 
"  wanted,  but  viva  voce  evidence  at  the 
"  bar  of  that  House— nothing  else  would 
*'  do.  No  gentleman  had  the  boldness  ^ 
''  speak  of  a  Select  Comndttec,  or  ev«n  » 
"Private  Conmittec^it  must  be  aCom- 
«  mittee  of  the  whole  House.  It  had  been 
*'  said  tba^  the  object  of  this  motion  is  t^ 
**  turn  opt  the  present  Ministers,  aad  it  » 
"  wbimsica)  enough  too,  th^  the  right 
"  hon.  gentjemaa  himself  gravely  states 
"  tbis  as  an  o^ectiaa  to  the  motion,  ^  Y 
"  even  if  that  event  should  take  F^^ce  i< 
"  would  be  sa  d^hrahU  a  caUttMip^  /^ 
"  CMl"*  T.)  op#nJy  avowed  ha  wished  to 
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*'  get  tiiem  out,  and  he  sincerelv  wished 
"  Uiat  ihe  present  motion  might  be  attend- 
"  ed  with  that  desirable  effect  He  con- 
"  eluded  with  stating  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
**  the  confidence  qfthe  cowUfy  in  that  Home 
**  ttwf  drnkea,  and  that  it  did  seriously  be- 
'*  hove  the  house  npon  that  occasion  to  en- 
"desvour  to  retrieve  it  He  did  not  blame 
"  a  Noble  Lord  (Castlereagh)  and  a  right 
**  hoik  Gentleman  (Canning)  for  the  silence 
"obaerTed  by  them — but  he  confessed 
"  himself  anxious  te  know  whether  they 
"woijld  oppose  the  original  motion  for 

"inquiry." Lord    Castle&iaoh  did 

vote  A>r  the  inquiry  ;  but.  Ma.  Cannino 
Toted  against  it ;  and,  in  this  respect,  as  in 
Boct  others,  since  they  have  been  out  of 
office,  their  condoct  does  present  a  very 

ithkiog  contrast. Sir  Samuel  Romil« 

vt,  in  a  most  admirable  speech,  supported 
the  motioti.  "  Why,*'  said  he,  *'  should 
"  the  minister  reject  inquiry,  if  he  be  so 
"  coofideot  of  the  wisdom  of  the  expedi- 
"  tioo  ?  What  are  we  to  think  of  nlinisters, 
**  irho  are  for  staving  offlnquiry  upon  such 
"  grounds  V  He  solemnly  declared,  that 
the  house  was  now  upon  its  trial  before 
the  country  ;  and  he  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment, that  there  should  be  persiAis  to  sup^ 
port  the  present  mhoister,  upon  the  ground  of 
oil  being  tbe  kmf^t  dtfender.-^-'^Thiii  is,  to 
be  tare,  a  very  rich  topic.  Mr.  Perceval 
nid,  during  the  first  night's  debate^  tbat 
Lords  Great ille  and  Grey  hsving  refused 
to  come  into  Iris  vitfws,  wmi  to  make  eart 
of  a  miDistry  tlon|  wkh  kmr,  he  f(^lt  it 
ts  be  hii  duty  to  Mmd  by  hU  ssscrs^s ; 
md,  Mr.  Clwrle?  Yarke  saidi  that  he  «»- 
pttle4  kim,  b«ca«fte  htf  had  mood  by  kk 
«aBr«jgiiLil.^.^Th«se  are  pretty  sia;ni6c«Dt 
ipsids,  aad  words  that  one  might  kive  cc* 
P^ctsd  K>t  ta  bsar  made  use  of  towards  a 
wng^'mlnnam  of  whonr  Mr.  Yorfee  teild 
Qi(aiaaM)er  toSirFmicis  Bord«tl)tbat 
ftif  kemt  m  the  oonntry  rejoiced  on  the 
day  ol  the  JMk€.  Nowy  to  sMid  by  « 
peiniNi  meaos,  not  only  that  such  person 
y^  m  sonw  aieasare,  sustained  by  voa,  but 
that  he  is  amcked,  or,  at  least,  tbait  he  it 
Hkely  to  be  attacked  in  ^nit  way  or  oiker, 
aad  that,  too;  by  assailsmtk,  whoib  if  ^ 
A>  AiMse^  ke  woald  he  mabie  to  rerim. 
Without  the  existence,  or  assumed  exist- 
eaee,  of  these  etfcumstanees,  to  talfe  of 
^^ftdki^  by  a  person  is  dowarigbt  nonsense, 
and  esyaeiaUy  to  take  merit  to  yoorself 
£orsBch  mtmdmghy. — ^WsM,  tttenyiti« 
aktltfy  adne  to  this,rtfaat  the  king,  in  ko- 
near  oSf  wkom  the  Jub^ee  was  heldy  is  ia 
aieha  state,  that  Js^Mcds  ihtfniiotion 


of  Mr«  Perceval  and  Mr.  Croker  and  Mn 
Richard  Ryder  and  the  rest  of  the  men 
composing  the  present  ministry,  and 
which  ministry  was  left  in  a  minority  on 
the  second  division  that  touk  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons  ?  Is  it  already  coihe 
to  this? — ^But,  what  are  we  to  thmk  of 
those  ministers,  those  servants  of  the  king^' 
who  use  his  name  in  this  way ;  who  hold 
him  forth  to  the  parliament  and  the  na*' 
tion>  as  being  under  theii;  exclusive  pro- 
tection; as  taking  shelter  under  their 
shield  ?  And  who,  in  so  doing,  do,  in  ef- 
fect, say :  "  those  who  do  not  vote  for  v9 
"  are  enemies  qfthe  king  f*     What  are  we 

to  think  of  such  ministers? Yet,  this 

is  not  only  their  language,  but  the  lan- 
guage of  all  their  partisans  ;  and,  in  the 
case  of  the  recent  election  at  Oj^d,  aH 
those  who  voted  for  Lord  Grenville  were 
impudently  denominated  tnepnies  to  tht 
king!  Courtiers  have,  in  all  times;  th<^ 
trading  courtiers,  in  all  times,  have  en- 
deavoured to  identify  themselves  with 
the  king,  and  to  make  opposition  to  them 
pass  for  disloyalty ;  but,  i  do  not  believe, 
that  this  w^s  ever  carried  to  A  length  any 
thing  approaching  that  whioh  it  has  now 
reached.  Of  one  thing,  however,  I  ant 
qarte  svre,  and  that  is,  that  if  this  doctr'me 
were  to  be  sahctioned  by  the  parliament, 
the  inevitable  ceinse«pisnce  would  be,  thi 
eredHm  efmd  didoyaby;  for,  it  would  be 
impefssible  for  kaman  nature  to  endure 
an  existence  under  okarges>so  iUse,  so  in- 

jurmus,  and  so  hisQiting. Ma.  FoK- 

soKST  tsiacbed  iip<m  every  part  of  the  sub- 
ject ki  a  brief  way,  but  hi  a  very  masterly 
eme  indeed.  Hie  npeech  contains  senti* 
nsents  that  will  be  t«  be  ofWn  repeated  here^ 
after,  and/  tkerefoire,  I  will  ioMft  it,  as  I 
find  it  reported  in  the  Time^  news-paper. 
-— •*  He  thought  that  the  right  bon.  gen- 
*'  tieman'opposife  had  mis-stated  the  ques^ 
**  tion,  where  he  said  it  was  a  mere  qaes- 
''tion  between  Friday  and  Monday— 4 
"  mere  qviestioh  as  to  the  propriety  of 
"  Waiting  a  few  honr^,  er  deciding  imme- 
**  diacely.  It  was  no  such  question :  th\ft 
**  only  question  was,  whether  that  hmase 
^'  wonid  do  its  duty,  or  defer  it  ihoompli^ 
''meat  to  the  minister. — (Heaf,  hearf) 
''Tbit  minister  desired  the  house  to  w^t 
'<*  for  his  infermation  !  who  ever  heard'  of 
"  sack  a  request  on  the  part  of  the  accu- 
"  sed  ?  (Hear  f)  In  courts  ef  justice,  if  a 
"  prisoner  was  to  say  to  the  Judgfe,  "  Wait; 
''  do  not  coddeikin  nm>  Wait  iii  complai- 
"sance  to  my  merit,  and  yoa  sliall 
»  kiwt  in  time  wfaata^  femlius  story  I  shaft 
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*'  tell  yoo,"    who  would  ever   think   of 

**  payirig  him  attention  ?     (Hear,  hear  !) 

''  Why  should  parliament  wait  one  mo- 

**  ment  ?     Why  were  not  the  papers  on 

^  the  table  the  first  day  of  the  session? 

*'  Let  the  answer  which  the  minister  ad- 

"  vised  the  king  to  make  to  the  Corpora- 

"  tion  of  the  City  of  London  be  recol- 

**  lected.     "  He  did  not  think  it  necessary 

"  "  to  institute  any  enquiry  into  the  con- 

**  "  duct  of  his  ^ommand^rs  by  sea  or 

"  "  land,  but  l^  it  to  the  wisdom  o/*  his  par- 

"  "  liament  to  proceed  as  they  thought  pro- 

**  *'  per."     (Hear,  hear  !)  Parliament  had 

^  now  met,  and  why  should  it  not  imme- 

^  diately  proceed  ?     It  was  the  first  time 

'*  he  believed  in  the  history  of  the  country, 

**  in  which,  in  times  of  great  national  ca- 

**  lamity,  the  house  of  Commons  of  £ng- 

*'  land  was  desired  to  wait  on  the  pleasure 

*'  of  the  minister !  (Hear,  hear !)  The  mi- 

''  nister  said,  it  would  be  preposterous  to 

*'  vote  inquiry,  and  then  ask  for  informa- 

^'  tion :  yes,  ho  it  would,  if  the  house  was 

'*  to  stint  itself  to  the  scanty  information 

'*  which  he, would  give  it;    but  it  would 

<'  do  no  such  thing— it  would  reject  his 

*'  ofiered    and   unnecessary    information, 

/'  and  in  its  own  wnsdom,  proceeding  on 

''  its  own  grounds,  probe  the  calamity  to 

'« the  bottom.    The  Minister  also   said, 

**  that  the  Amendment  on  the  first  night 

*'  went  to  prejudge  the  question,  and  in 

*'  this  also  he  was  mistaken  ;  the*  Amend- 

''  ment  only  went  the  length  of  stating 

*'  that  the  Expedition  was  a  great  public 

**  calamity.    Was  an  Inquiry  necessary 

"  now  to  ascertain  that  ?    An  Inquiry  was 

'*  indeed  necessary :  not  however  to  as- 

^  certain  whether    the    Expedition  was 

"  a  calamity  or  not>  but  to  ascertain  to 

**  whom    the   calamity    was    imputable. 

'<  This  was  the  only  object  of  the  proposed 

'<  Inquiry,    and   condemnation  would  of 

''  course  follow  the  discovery.  Condemna- 

**  tion  of  the  culprit,  whoever  he  might  be, 

*'  was  indeed    imperiously   demanded. — 

"  •*  The  enemy  has  declared  (said  Mr. 

"  Ponsonby)  that  the   Genius  of  France 

1'  conducted  the  British  army  to  perish  in 

"  the  pestilential  marshes  of  Walcheren.*' 

*'  No ;    it  was  not  the  Genius  of  France, 

''  but  the  Demon  of  England — a  weak, 

<<  divided,  distracted,  and  incapable  ad- 

'*  ministration ;  ill  thought  of  by  all,  and 

^*  suspected  by  themselves  ;    contemned 

"  by  the  country,  and  divided  against  one 

**  another  ;    their   very  leader— he  who 

'<  commanded    the  finances    of  the  na- 

*^  U«n,  declaring  himself  innocent  because 


"  he  was  ignorant.  Behokl  the  nictorc  of'a 
"  British  Ministry !  I  (Hear,  hear,  hear!) 
"  Why  should  Buonaparte  wage  hostility 
''  against  the  country  of  which  such  men 
"  are  the  Ministers  ?  What  need  has  he 
"  of  his  great  power  and  talents  to  cope 
"  with  their  insincerity  to  themselves,  and 
'*  their  incapacity  in  their  offices  ?  (Etarf 
"  hear !)  men  who  were  unanimous  that 
*'  their  inefficient  colleague  should  be 
''  dismissed,  yet  allowed  him  to  remain 
"  in  power — allowed  him  to  conduct  the 
"  greatest  Expedition  which  ever  left 
*'  our  coast,  on  which  the  eyes  of  Eng- 
"  land  were  fixed,  and  the  fete  of  Europe 
"  depended — lest  they  should  hurt  /*»  Jtel- 
'*  ings !  (Loud  cries  <^  hear !)  Men  who 
i«  were  content  to  send  our  brave  soldiers 
"  to  their  grave — content  to  squander  the 
**  treasures  of  the  country— content  to 
**  tarnish  our  national  name,  in  the  hope  of 
**  finding  some  colourable  prcttartybrfowi- 
«'  cilwg  the  Noble  Lord^sfeeiings  tokumc(h 
**  pacify !  Where  was  their  consideration 
*'  for  the  honour  of  their  country  ?  Where 
"  for  the  feme  of  the  army  ? .  Where  for 
*'  the  feelings  of  the  people  who  had  com* 
«'  mitted  such  a  trust  into  their  hands? 
"  [Hear,  hear!)  and  yet  now  is  it  to  be 
"  endured,  that  one  ot  thos^  men  sboold  be 
"  transferred  to  the  head  of  the  present 
*'  Administration,  and  demanding  the 
<'  confidence  of  that  house,  desire  it  to  ab* 
"  stain  from  all  inquiry  into  their  misfor- 
**  tunes,  till  lie  should  think  proper  to  give 
<'  it  his  information.  We  have  indeed  ex* 
**  perienced  many  cakmities.  We  have 
"  tolerated  innumerable  sufiferings  and 
*'  prirations ;  but  if  this  demand  is  this 
*'  night  acceded  to  ;  if  such  a  minister  ob- 
**  tains  the  confidence  of  this  house,  then 
'*  maiignant  men  enough  may  be  ibimd  in 
"  the  nation,  Uf  pronoimte  its  greatest  cap 
"  lamity— SUCH  A  HOUSE  OF  COM- 

"  MONS  \"^ Oh  !  maiignant  men !  And, 

why  not  very  good-natured  and  rery  honest 
men.  Sir  ?  Why,  the  fact  is.  Sir,  that, 
it  is,  as  you  well  know,  and  as  not  a  man 
of  you  can  or  will  deny,  it  is.  Sir,  oioiBg 
to  the  Hoiae  of  Commons ;  owing  vM^ 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  that  this  mi- 
nistry has  eVer  been  in  power,  and,  of 
course,  that  they  have  done  what  yoa  and 
your  colleagues  charge  them  with  having 
done.  Why,  then.  Sir,  talk  of  malignB^ 
men  ?  Why  call  those  men  malignant,  who 
think,  that  such  a  House  of  C^mons  is 
the  nation's  greatat  calamity  f^^-^^Biyfr 
doenthe  case  stand?  Why,  you  tell  us, 
that  these  ministers  have  squandered  tbt 
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treasure  of  the  country;  that  they  have 
uselessly  sacrificed  the  lives  of  thousands 
of  brave  men  ;  that  they  have  sent  our 
soldiers  to  their  grave,  content  to  squan- 
der the  treasure  of  the  people,  content  to 
tarnish  our  national  name,  m  the  hope  of 
finding  some  prete3(t  for  turning  out  Lord 
Castlereagh.  You  tell  us,  that  tbey  arc  a 
weak,  divided,  distracted  set  of  men;  ill- 
thought  of  by  all,  and  suspected  by  them- 
selves ;  contemned  by  the  country  and  di- 
vided against  one  another;  their  very 
leader  declaring  himself  innocent  only  be- 
cause he  is  ignorant.  You  tell  us,*in  so 
many  words,  that  they  are  "  the  Demon  qf 
England,"  Now,  Sir,  if  this  be  true,  and 
if  the  House  of  Commons  still  keep  these 
men  in  power,  would  those  men  be  *'  ma- 
i^fiant/^  who  should  pronounce  «'  such  a 
MouK  qf  Coumtons'^  to  be  the  nation's 
greatest  calamity  ?  Would  none  but  *'  ma- 
Bgnant"  men  entertain  such  an  opinion? 
Would  it  require  malignity  to  pronounce 
to  be  the  nation's  greatest  calamity,  that 
which  should  support  "  the  Danon  qf  Eng- 
land V  That  which  alone  should  be  found 
able  and  willing  to  prolong  the  existence 
of  that,  which  you  have  represented  to  be 
the  greatest   curse  that  ever  befel  any 

nation  ? You  should,  Sir>  it  appears 

to  me,  have  said,  with  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
viewers, that,  if  parliament  does  not  now 
do  what  ii  ought ;  that  if  it  supports,  or 
"stands  by"  what  you  call  "  the  Demon  of 
B^land/*  you-  will  give  your  voice  for  a 
r^orm  qf  that  parliament.  It  appears  to 
me.  Sir,  that  there  is  no  getting  out  of  this. 
These  men  are  ministers  in  consequence 
of  the  support  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
that  support  has  enabled  them  to  4I0  all 
those  things  which  induces  you  to  call 
them ''the  Demon  of  £agland;"  and,  if, 
afier  this,  the  House  still  supports  them, 
by  voting  them  innocent,  or  by  voting 
t&it  there  is  no  need  for  trying  them, 
one  of  two  things  must  be  ;  either  that 
^oar  deacrip^on  of  the  ministers  is 
incorrect,  or,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  now  constituted,  is  the  na- 
tion's very  greatest,  calamitv,  and,  of 
coarse,  that  any  one  may  csdf  it  so,  with- 
out being  chargeable  with  "  malignity.^* 
— -SirFbancis  EuRD£TT,onthe  brmging 
up  the  Report  of  the  Address,  in  answer  to 
the  Speech,  iook  the  real  solid  ground. 
He  ascribed  all  our  calamities  and  dis- 
graces to  the  state  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. He  took  a  view  of  the  shocking 
transactions  which  had  occurred  since  the 
House  last  met;    "  and  yet,"  says  he. 
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"  we  see  just  the  same  sort  of  majorities  as 
"  usual."  Yes,  just  the  same  sort,  and 
just  the  same  in  amount,  as  if  there  bad 
been  no  murderer's  expeditions,  and  n» 
pistolling  ministers.  There  is  no  one  who 
has  the  impudence  to  deny,  that  the  people 
of  this  country  feel  indignant  at  what  has 
taken  place  ;  that  the  whole  nation  parti- 
cipates in  the  feelings  expressed  by  the 
city  of  London;  yet,  there  was,  in  the 
House   of  Commons  a  decided   noajority 

against  a  vote  qf  censure, M  a,  Pok  sonb  y 

has  told  us,  that  the  present  ministry  is 
"  the  Demon  of  England  ;"  he  has  told  us, 
that  tfiey  suffered  Lord  Castlereagh  to  8<nd  our 
army  toperishin  Holland  tltat  th^  might  have  a 
pretext  for  getting  him  out  of  his  place.  This 
is,  in  plain  English,  what  Mr.  Ponsonby 
has  told  us.  \V  ell,  then,  what  must  that  as- 
sembly be,  xvlio  shall  be  found  to  support  such 

ministers? ^There   is 'no  getting  put  of 

this.  The  house  will  pmdsh  the  ministecci, 
or  it  will  not.  I  say  punish,  because  the 
mere  putting  them  out  of  their  plai  es  is  no 
satisfaction  of  justice,  supposing  them  to 
be  guilty  ;  it  is  not  answering  we  ends  of 
responsibility.  Well,  then,  the  House  will 
punish  them,  or  it  will  not.  If  it  does 
punish  them  according  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  charge  which  Mr.  Ponsonby  has 
preferred  against  them,  why,  then,  one 
may  yet  have  hopes  of  better  days>  even 
without  a  reform  of  Parliament;  but,  if  .it 
does  not  punish  them  according  to  the 
magnitude  of  their  al lodged  crimes  ;  nay, 
if  it  does  not  punish  them  at  all ;  still  more, 
if  it  does  not  put  them  out ;  aye,  if  it  still 
supports  them,  declares  them  worthy  of  its- 
confidence,  and  aeain  heaps  the  treasure 
of  the  nation  into  their  hands ;  again  com- 
mits the  treasure,  the  honour,  the  life-blood 
of  the  nation  to  the  disposal  of  "  the  D^- 
mon  qf  England;"  if  it  does  this,  what  will 
the  people  say  ?  Why,  they  must  say  one 
of  two  things^  either  that  the  House  ought 
instantly  to  be  reformed,  or  that  Mr.  Pon- 
sonby's  description  of  the  ministry  is  not 
/rttf.—— Before  I  quit  this  subject,  I  must 
notice  a  passage  in  Mr.  Charles  Yorke's 
answer  to  Sir  Francis  BuRDEfT,  on  the 
25th.  This  was  a  most  curious  answer  to 
be  sure.  Never  was  there,  I  believe,  such 
an  answer  to  such  a  speech.  The  passage- 
I  have  alluded  to  was  this :  "  The  hon. 
''  Baronet  had  stated  that  this  country  was 
"  in  great  danger.  He  agreed  with  hira 
"  as  to  the  danger,  but  not  as  to  his  means 
'*  of  extricating  us  from  it;  for  if  tbey 
"  should  be  adopted,  the  country  he  feared, 
"  would  be  ruined.    He  did  not  think  the 
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*»  gr^at  danger  of  the  country  was  from  a 
*' foreign  enemy,  but  that  it  arose  and  was 
"  engendered  muck  ntartr  home.  He  saw 
^  it  most  formidable  in  the  dissensions  ex- 
"  isting  among  ourselves,  and  from  a  preva- 
"  lence  of  opiaions  uttered  in  that  House, 
"  and  spread  all  around  to  make  us  hate  one 
'' another  (Hear,  hear!)  The  exagge- 
*♦  rated  manner  in  which  opinions  were 
«'  ottered  in  that  house,  ffave  an  opportu- 
"  nity  to  persons  disaffected  to  the  gocernment 
*'  to  act  under  their  authority,  and  to  turn 
**  them  to  the  most  mischievous  purposes ; 
"  and  every  expression  tending  to  lessen 
"  the  gocemment  in  the  opinion  of  the  peo- 

*'  pie  was  greatly  to  be  deprecated/' 

This  is  mx.  Yorke's  old  doctrine.  He, 
upon  the  first  motion  relative  to  the  Duke 
of  York's  affair,  discovered,  that  there 
was  a  "  Jacobinical  Conspiracy  against  the 
house  qf  Brtmnoick ;"  and  now  he  can  see 
no  danger  from  eijbreign  enemy ;  the  fleet 
and  arsenals  in  the  Scheldt  and  ail  the  other 
mighty  means  of  the  greatest  conqueror 
that  the  world  ever  saw;  all  these  appear 
to  excite  no  terror  in  the  staid  and  settled 
mind  of  Mr.  Yorke,  who  can  see  no  danger 
but  that  which  arises  from  the  little  Hberfy 
qfthe  press,  which  is  yet  in  existence!  He 
says,  that  our  danger  arises  from  mem- 
bers of  parliament  expressing  opinions, 
whi^h  give  a  sanction  to  persons  DISAF- 
FECTED TO  THE  GOVERNMENT, 
to  circulate  such  opinions,  and  to  turn 
them  to  the  most  mischievous  purposes. 
Sk>,  then,  Mr.  Yorke  knows,  it  seems,  of 
'*  pet  sons  disaffected  to  the  gooemment  F" 
^^y  did  he  not  name  them }  And  he 
knows  of  these,  (oo,  at  the  same  time  that 
l^e  tells  Sir  Francis,  that  never  was  there  so 
unanimous  ^  feeling  and  expression  of  ley- 
alty  as  at  the  time  of  the  t'other-day  ju- 
bilee. Well,  then,  if  this  was  so,  these 
"  persons  disaffected  to  the  government"  can- 
not be  very  numerous;  and,  yet,  it  seems^ 
that  Mr.  xctrke  thinks  them  more  formida* 
ble  than  any  Jhreign  enemy*  though  the 
kinff,  in  the  Speech,  does  think  it  worth 
whue  to  tell  the  parliament,  that  **  to 
''  guard  his  dominions  against  his  inve- 
"  terate  enemy  will  require  the  utmost  rf- 
*'  Jhrts'of  vigilance,  fortitude,  and  perse- 
'*  vcrance.*'  Yet  Mr.  Yorke  sees  bo 
danger  from  "aj^>r«^  eneipy  ;*'  he  sees 
no  dagger  but  from  "  persons  disafi^cted 
*'  to  the  BTovemment,''  in  the  midst  of  a 

Bation  fall  of  loyalty  ! "  He  saw  our 

''  danger  most  fbrmidable  in  the  dissen- 
*'  tiops  exbtiQg  amongst  ourselvef,  and 
^  from  a  previuence  of  opinions  uttered 


"  in  that  House,  and  spread  all  around  to 
'*  make  us  hate  one  another,*'  Why,  there? 
is,  indeed,  some  truth  in  this  ;  and,  I  sup- 
pose that  these  assertions  of  Mr.  Yorke 
about  "  ^yersons  disaffected  to  the  govern' 
ment,"  arc  intended  to  work  in  the  way 
of  conciliation,  and  ta  make  us  LOVE  one 
another !  I  said,  at  the  time  v/hen  it  wai 
first  asserted,  that  Canning  and  Castle- 
reagh  had  been  pistolling  one  anoilier  ;  I 
said,  then,  that  I  wondere<l,  tliat  tfie  Jaco^ 
bins  were  not  accused  qf  being  the  cause  qf  it, 

What  I  should   have   asked  of  Mr. 

Yorke,  however,  had  I  been  in  the  House, 
is  this :  •'  Who  are  the  persons,  disatiected 
'«  to  the  government?*'  I  would  have  had 
an  answer  to  this  ;  for,  if  there  be  suchf 
persons,  they  ought  to  be  pointed  out  fy 
name;  and,  if  there  be  none  such,  it  is 
doing  the  nation  flagrant  injustice  to  say 
that  there  are ;  besides  giving  great  en- 
couragement to  the   enemy* Certain 

minds  appear  to  be  formed  for  the  brood- 
ing over  and  the  hatching  of  suspicions  ; 
for  the  imagining  of  the  existence  of  con- 
spiracies and  treasons;  and,  though  the 
intention  may  be  void  of  malice,  as  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Yorke  I  am  convinced  it  is, 
yet,  it  requires  but  a  very  little  of  sober 
reflection  to  make  one  perceive,  that,  to 
give  way  to  the  spreading  around  of  suc^ 
suspicions  must  produce  implacable  re- 
sentments ;  for,  there  is,  perhaps,  nothinj^ 
so  galling  as  fa  be  accusations  of  any  sort^ 
and  particularly  of  this  sort,  which  hare, 
it  is  notorious,  m  various  instances,  crratsd 
that  very  disaiFection»  which  they  fulsely 

alledged  to  be  already  in  existence. 

III.  llie  Motion  of  1/)RD  CocaaANi,  rc- 
htive  to  Lord  GamHer's  Court  Martial,  and 
which  motion  was  made  on  the  29th  oif 
January,  was  "  for  the  Minutes  qf  the 
**  EMence  qfthat  Court  Martial  to  he  hitf 
'•  before  the  House,*'  in  order  that  the 
House  rai^ht,  previously  to  voting  thanks 
^o  Lord  Gambler  for  his  exploits  in  and 
near  Basque  Roads,  see  whether  he  deserve4 

any  thinks, 1  shall  here  insert  Lord 

Cochrane's  Speech,  as  I  find  it  in  the 
Statesman  news-paper.  *'  Lord  Cochrane 
"  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  entered  intd 
''  a  detail  of  the  circumstanc(is  attending^ 
"  the  attack  on  tb^  enemy's  fleet  in  the 
**  Basque  Roads.  Lord  Gambler  had 
**  neglected  his  signals,  and  failed  to  sup- 
^'  port  him  in  a  fiiH  and  efficient  manner. 
^  The  object  in  view,  the  destruction  of 
<'  the  enefny's  fleet,  he  thought  not  suffi- 
**  ciently  accomplished,  when  more  might 
•*  have  Deem  done.     According  to  nit 
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"  omi  account.  Lord  Gambier  had  de- 
"  lavfKi  to  stipp<^/rt  him  for  more  than  four 
«  hours;  bat  according  to  his  (Lord  C.'s), 
"  he  had  done  so  for  more  than  six,  and 
'*  when  at  last  he  took  up  that  position 
**  which  it  would  have  been  advisable  tbi* 
"  him  to  have  t»ken  earlier,  the  enemy's 
"  ships  were  out  of  our  reach.  He  pledged 
**  himseffhy  all  that  was  valuable  to  him  as  a 
"  man,  to  prove  thai  the  conduct  cf  the  Court 
"  Martial  on  Lard  Gambier^s  trial,  was 
'*  such  as  they  ought  to  blush  for.  He  con- 
"  tended,  that  to  give  the  thanks  of  the 
"  House  to  an  Officer,  who  had  been 
"  tried  ibr  his  life,  who  had  not  gone  in 
"  to  the  enemy,  but  who  had  been  out  qf  sight 
«  <isrwigf*etcAo/tfacrion,  would  be  doing  that 
"  for  which  no  precedent  could  be  found. 
"  He  called  upon  the  House  to  insist  on 
"  the  production  of  the  Minutes  of  tl}e  trial. 
"  Those  produced,  he  pledged  lumself  to 
*'  ^imo,  that  the  Court  Martial  hud  proved  it- 
"  seffpurtiai  in  a  fftanner  unworthy  of  a  Court 
"  qf  Law,  He  would  prove  that  the 
"  Charge  and  the  Evidence  were  contrary 
"  to  law;  that  contradictions  had  been  given 
"  on  oath  by  the  same  evidence;  yet  they 
"  were  admitted  by  the  Judgb  Advdcaie. 
"  The  House  ought  to  be  on  their  guard 
**  against  giving  into  motions  of  that  sort, 
"  as  by  those  means  Government  might 
"  screen  tiiemselves  from  merited  repro- 
^  bation,  and  gain  for  a  man  whose  par- 
•*  liamentary  inQuence  they  wanted,  the 
"  highest  honours  they  could  bestow, 
•*  however  unworthy  the  object.  It  would 
•*  screen  themselves  from  the  censure  they 
"  deserved,  for  appointing  an  officer  to  a 
^  station  the  duties  of  which  he  was  in- 
'*  competent  to  discharge.     If  he  did  not 

*  prove  all  ht  had  undertaken  to  prove, 

*  when    tb«y    acceded    to    his    motion, 

*  ke  wndd  tesign  the  honours  his  Majesty 
"  had  betitnved  upon  him,  and  consign  himself 
'^  to  tl^  tontempt  and  obloquy  he  should  in 
"  Higt  case  deserve.    He  wished  Ministers 

their 
t  appears  to  mei 
that  even  the  friends  of  Lord  Gambier 
^oukf,  after  hearing  this  speech,  from  such 
a  Derson,  have  joined  in  the  call  for  the 
Mimite3.-i — Mil  Pebcbval  moved  an 
amendfnent,  that  is  to  say,  he  moved  to 
p^  the  word  Sentence,  iiistead  of  the  word 
iKnaest  Let  us  have  his  speech,  however^ 
from  the  same  paper ;  and  then  we  shall 
have  both  sides.  **  The  Chai^ceuor  of 
"  the  ExcHEavBK  did  not  rise  exactly  to 
**  oppocCf  but  to  amehd  the  mption.  That 
tise  was  the  only  tribttnftt  competent 


•««V»   Vt««««    •♦vwv*  WW.         «A«f       vw«(7ii%«%a      A««li«io< 

"  would  giTe  such  a  pledge  to  prove  t( 
•■  atatemcnts." Now,  it  appears  to  i 


"  to  decide  on  the  policy  of  the  Expedi- 
"  tion  to  the  Scheldt;  but  that  case  dif- 
"  fered  materially  from  the  present.  If 
**  the  Minutes  ot  the  trial  were  to  be  pro- 
"  duced,  it  must  be  to  review  the  conduct 
"  of  the  Court,  and  not  to  revise  the  sen- 
"  tence.  Lord  Gambier  had  been  accused, 
'*  and .  had  been  honourably  ac4uitted, 
"  What  now  did  the  Noble  Lord  do  ?  He 
"  advanced  similar  charges.  But  could 
*'  the  House  technically  follow  him,  so  as 
•*  to  reverse  the  opinion  of  the  Admirals 
"  and  Captains  composing  the  Court- Mar- 
"tial?  The  Noble  Lord  had  asserted 
"  that  the  House  should  be  careful  how 
"  they  acceded  to  motions  of  thanks,  as 
"  Government,  to  strengthen  themselves, 
"  >tould  unduly  compliment  a  man  who 
"  had  Parliamentary  influence.  He  never 
"  heard  of  any  such  influence  possessed 
"  by  Lord  Gambier.  The  reflection 
"  thrown  on  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
"  ralty  was  unjust  Nothing  can  place 
"  th^  integrity  of  his  conduct  in  a  more 
"  luminous  view,  than  the  appointment  of 
f*  the  Noble  Lord  to  the  command  assigned 
"  to  him  under  Lord  Gambipr.  It  was  a 
"  wise  choice ;  the  Noble  Lord  had  well 
"  justified  it ;  although  there  certainly  were 
"  others,  who  would  have  been  equally  success^' 
"  ful  in  thecnterprize.  It  was,  therefore^  an 
"  unhappy  remark,  to  allude  to  that  Noble 
"  Lord  in  the  manner  that  the  Noble  Lord 
"  opposite  had  done.  The  Noble  Lord 
"  had  as^rted  that  there  was  no  prosecu* 
"  tor.  Why  ?  Why  did  not  the  Noble 
"  Lord  assume  that  character  ?  Instead  of 
"  j)referring  a  direct  charge  against  Lord 
"  Gambier,  he  only  threw  out  insinuations 
"  which  compelled  that  Noble  Lord  him* 
"  self  to  demand  a  Court-Martial .  Upon 
"  the  whole  he  thought  the  production  of 
"  the  sentence  alone  would  be  sufficient  ia 
'^  the  present  instance,  and  be  should 
*^  therefore  move  as  an  amendment  to 
''substitute  the  word  "Sentence"  for  the 
"  word  '•  Minutes**  in  the  Noble  Lord's 
"  motion,**  Sir  Francis  BiXrdett  said  iii 
answer*  to  Mr.  Perceval,  "  that  the  pre- 
"  ceding  speakers  had  saved  him  the 
'•  trouble  of  proving  the  right  of  the 
"  House  to  interfere  with  the  sentence  of  a 
^  Court-Martral.  The  question  therefore 
"  now  related  to  the  propriety  of  such  a^i 
"  interference  in  the  present  case.  If  to 
"  prove  the  propriety  of  such  an  inter- 
"  ference  he  would  wish  to  cite  an  ex« 
*'  treme  case^  it  would  be  the  present^  in 
«*  which  an  Officer  of  the  character  ofhb 
**  Noble  Friendcame  forward  and  pledged 
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"  himself  to  pro\c  the  strong  facts  which 

*'  he  had  so  distinrtly  stated ;  facts  which 

"  required  the  most  serious  consideration. 

"  The  production  of  the   Sentence  alone 

"  \yould    be    most   insuflicicnt.      Of  the 

"  Sentence  his  Noble  Friend  complained, 

"  and  was  prepared  to  shew  that  it  bore 

"  on    its    face    marks    of   the     greatest 

"  incon^stency.      There    were    circura- 

*'  stances     connected     with  Mt,     which 

"  common    sense,     ignorant    of   tactics, 

**  would  pronounce   contradictory.      His 

**  noble  friend  had  been  taunted   for  not 

"  becoming  a  prosecutor.  His  noble  friend 

"  might  not  think  guilt  attached  to  Lord 

^'  Gambler's  conduct,  although  it  might 

*'  not  deserve  the  thanks  of  that  House. 

"  It  therefore  appeared  to  him  that  his 

*'  noble  friend  kindly  wished  to  keep  Lard 

''  Gambler's  ibehavioor  from  discussion. 

"  Lord  Gambler  admitted  that  there  had 

'  *'  been  a  lapse  of  time,  a  delay  he  had 

*'  been  charged  with  by  his  noble  friend. 

*'  If  there  were  any  difference,  the  expres- 

^  sion  of  Lord  Gambler  was  the   most 

*'  pointed.     There  was  an  old  proverb— 

"  '  Time  and  tide  will  wait  for  no  man  ;* 

*'  but  Lord  Gambler  seemed  to  think  that 

*'  both  would  stay  for  him.     The  signal 

^'  of  bis  noble  friend   ought  not  to  have 

^*  been  disregarded.     Had  Nelson  been  as 

"  desirous  of  preserving  his  fleet  as  LoW 

*'  Gambler,  should  we  have  had  to  boast 

'*  of  the  glorious  victories  of  the  Nile  and 

''  Trafalgar,  in  which }ie  sacrificed  the  life 

**  that^  had  been  so  useful  to  his  country  } 

•'  The  admiral   of  a    fleet  should  have 

"  greater  objects  in  view  than  the  preser- 

**  vation  of  his  ships.     More  might  have 

'^  been  done.     His  noble   friend  was  the 

''  person  who  achieved  the   enterprize, 

'  **  and  ^hy    should    Lord    Gambler    be 

"  thanked  for  it  r   Indeed  ministers  them- 

*'  selves  tacitly  acknowledged  this  fact, 

*'  when  they  advised  his  majesty  to  give 

''  his  noble  friend  the  Red  Riband.     If 

<'  the  motion  before  the  House  should  be 

•^  acceded  to,  his  noble  friend  would  be 

*'  ignominiously  stripped  of  his  honours  ; 

'*  a  disgrace  which  he  had  not  deserved. 

"  Ministers  would  pass  sentence  on  them- 

*'  selves  in  admitting  that  Lord  Gambler 

^'  did  right  in  disregarding  the  signals  of 

"  his  noble  friend.     If  he  were  not  worthy 

^'  of  being  attended  to^  why  did  they  send 

'*  him  out  on  such  an  enterprize  ?     Could 

*'  the  shoals  and  batteries  cause  a  greater 

^*  delay,  or  threaten  greater  dancer  in  the 

*^  morning  than  in  the  afternoon  T    When 

<*  the  enemy  becamo  leu  acceisiblt  it 


"  seemed  we  could  apf)roach.  He  con- 
*'  eluded,  by  declaring  his  firm  opinion, 
"  that  his  noble  friend  was  entitled  to  have 
"  been  supported  by  the  noble  Lord  whos^ 
"  conduct  was  the  object  of  the  present 

«'  motion.** Mr.  Yorke  said,   that 

he  was  sorry  Lord  Cochrane  had  proceeded 
as  be  had  aone  ;  that  he  had  never  com" 
mandcd  a  ship  qf  the  line;  that  he  was 
but  a  young  officer,  and  though  he  thought 
highly  of  his  spirit  ^iid  bravery,  he  thought 
it  not  a  little pau77iplnou8  in  him  to  set  up 
bis  judgment  against  that  of  captain  Stop- 
ford  and  others,  who  were  captains  before 
he  was  bom ;  and  that  he,  thougia  the  Admi- 
ralty  much  to  hlanicfor  appointing  the  nobk 
lord  to  the  command  of  the  attack  in  Beisquc 
Roads, This  last  sentiment  was  re- 
peated by  several  other  persons  during 
the  debate ;  nor,  indeed,  is  It  any  thing 
more  than  what  was  conveyed  in  that  part 
of  Lord  Gambler's  dispatch,  where  he  says, 
that  several  of  the  officers,  already  unoer 
him,  would  have  done  the  thing  as  wtU  as  Lord 
Cochrane,  or  w^ords  to  that  effect;  and, 
upon  which  the  public,  with  voice  unani* 
mous,  asked  this  qtestion :  "  Why  did 
not  they  do  it  then,  and  why  didj^oiiuot 
propose  the  enterprize  ?"  As  to  the 
choice  of  Lord  Cochrane,  there  was  little 
room  for  choice;  for,  as  I  have  always  un- 
derstood to  be  the  case,  Lord  Cochrane, 
in  coming  home  from  the  Mediterranean, 
took  a  look  into  Basque  Roads,  saw  the 
situation  of  the  Frencn  fleet,  hastened  up 
to  London  the  moment  he  reached  the 
land,  told  the  Admiralty  what  he  had  seen, 
and  offered  his  services  in  burning  the 
enemy's  fleet.  Now,  if  this  was  so,  the 
Admiralty  really  had  no  choice ;  or,  at 
least,  no  other  choice  than  that  of  rejecting 
the  proposal  or  of  employing  the  person 
who  made  it  Lord  Gambler  might  be 
right ;  several  of  his  captains  mighty  for 
aught  I  knew,  have  done  as  much  as  Lord 
Cochrane  did ;  but,  this  we  all  know,  that 
they  had  lain  off  Basque  Roads  for  a  long 
tiitie,  and  thai  they  did  not  do  any  iking  ^ 
the  sort.  Lord  Cochrane,  if  my  informa- 
tion be  correct,  was  the  originator  of  the 
enterprize;  it  was  he  who  first  saw  the 

Sracticabillty  of  burning  the  enemy's 
eet ;  it  was  he  who  proposed  it ;  it  was 
he  who  planned  the  attack ;  it  was  he  who 
indicated  the  means;  and,  would  not  the 
Admiralty  have  been  guilty  of  shameful 
neglect  of  their  duty,  if  they  had  not  em- 
ployed him  to  execute  the  plan  ? His 

youth !  Well  Mr.  Yorke,  this  is  very  good* 
after  all  that  we  have  beards  and  all  thai 
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we  know,  about  the  age  qf  Colonels  qf  re* 
ffwmu ! .  But,  his  youth  !  Why,  my  Lord 
Cochrane,   though  only  thirty ^   perhaps, 
and  though  he  has  never  commanded  a 
^'qf  the  line,  has,  perhaps,  had  more  ex- 
ferknce,  has   had  more  real  experience, 
more  active  experience,  than  almost  any 
mau  in  the  navy.     And,  then,  are  his  sig- 
nal intrepidity  and  still  more  signal  skill 
and  resource   of  mind ;  are  these  to  pass 
for  nothing ;    and  is  such  a  man  to  be 
stiled  «*  presumptuous,' '  because  he  sets 
ap  bis  judgment  against  that  of  a  man, 
"  who  was  a  Captain  before  he  was  bom  f* 
Age,  in  such  cases,'  is  not  to  be  reckoned 
by  the  number  of  days  that  a  man   has 
moved  upon  earth,  but  by  the  strength 
and  extent  of  mind,  virith  which  nature  ha^ 
blessed  him  ;  and,  without  disparagement 
to  any  man,  I  have  no  hesitation  to  say, 
that  my  Lord   Cochrane  possesses  these 
qualities  in  a  degree  that  fi^ls  to  the  lot  of 
bat  vei-y  few  men  indeed  ;  and,  of  this 
opinion,  the  country,  judging  of  him  by 
hjs  deeds,  decidedly  is  with  respect  to  this 
distinguished    officer.     He    has,    besides. 
Bo  much  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  his 
poofltry;    such  an  ardent  zeal  in  all  he 
undertakes ;   he  has  been  so  wedded  to 
his  noble  profession ;  be  is  so  completely 
disinterested  ;  he  has  a  soul  so  devoted  to 
the  fame  of  his  country  ;    that  though  I 
doubt  not  that  there  may  be  others  equal  to 
him  in  these  respects,  yet  I  am  warranted 
in  believing,  that  his  equals  are  rarely  to 
be  found.     His  mind  is  stored  with  a// 
the  knowledge,  various  as  it  is,  that  his 
profession  demands,  or  that  can  be  useful 
in  it ;  and  to  this  is  added  an  astonishing 
pecseverance^,  a  never  ceasing  attention, 
an  activity  almost  beyond  belief.    Those 
who  have  witnessed  his  conduct  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty,  speak  of  him  in 
strains  of  encomium  truly  romantic.  And, 
is  such  a  man  to  be  told,  that  his  judgment 
isBot  to  be  set  up  against  those,  who  have 
teem  more  years  than  himself?     How  would 
Mr.  Yorke  have  relished  this,  if  ofiered 
i^ainst  Mr^  Pitt,  when  he  -  became  prime 

mintiter  at  the  age  of  twenty  two. ^The 

general  objection  to  my  Lord  Cochrane's 
motion  appears  4o  have  been,  that  to  call 
for  Uie  Minutes  would  seem  to  impeach 
the  integrity  of  the  court-martial;  and, 
indeed^  so  it  would.  But,  xufy  were  the 
Hinotts  called  for  ?  Not  with  a  view  of 
discrediting  the  dcciaion  of  the  Court- 
Martial ;  but  with^a  view  of  shewing,  that, 
though  acquiued,  Lord  Gambier  was,  from 
what  transpired  at  the  Court- Martial,  tm- 


wortliy  of  the  thanks  qf  the  House  ff  Com* 
mons.    Therefore,  all  the  danger  that  was 
apprehended  from  a  precedent  of  over- 
hauling the  proceedings  of  a  Court*Mar« 
tial'was   imaginary,  as  it  never  could  be 
applicable  to  any  case,  wherein  it  was  not 
proposed  H  give  the  thanks  of  that  House 
to  a  person,  who  had   been    accused  of 
neglect  of  the  duty   for    which    he  was 
about  to  be  thanked,  and  who  had  been 
tried  for  his  life  upon  that  accusation.  ■ 
Upon  a  division,  there  were  19,  who  voted 
for  Lord  Cochrane's  motion,  and  17],  who 
oted  against  it;  but,  before  this  division 
took  place.  Lord  Cochrane  stated,  *'  That, 
in  consequence   of  some  conversation 
which  had  occurred  with  some  Members 
of  the  Admiralty  Board,  it   had  been 
known  that  he  would  resist  the  Vote  of 
Thanks.     He   had    then  received    the 
letter  which  had  been  already  noticed 
in  the  debate.     His  answer  to  it  was — 
that   one  which  ought  to   hafe  been 
given  ;  he  entered  into  no  personal  state- 
ment ;  he  simply  referred  to  his  log- 
book.   There  was  no  trick,  no  evasion, 
in  that  reference.     The  log-book  con- 
tained all  the  docfiments  that  were  ap- 
plicable, or  ought  to  be  brought  forward. 
It  had  been  asserted,  that  he  ought  to 
have  come  forward  to  prosecute  ;  that 
he   ought    to    have    made  his  charge 
boldly,    and  thrown  himself  before  the 
country  as  the   author  of  the  charge. 
But  he  was  not  to  be  dictated  to;  he 
felt  the  seriousness  of  the  efiect,  if  urged 
by    him ;     he    knew    the    responsibi- 
lity which  it  would  draw  down;    he 
thought  of  admiral  Byng.-:-[Here  the 
noble  lord  entered  into  a  series  of  obser* 
vations  on  the  nature  of  the  manoeuvres 
in  Basque  Roads,  but  in  a  tone  so  low, 
as  to  be  unintelligible  in  the  gallery.} — 
He  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  had  im- 
posed a  great  duty  and  a  great  hazard 
on  himself;  but  be  felt  himself  adequMe^ 
to  both.      His  own  character  was  in- 
volved.    His  conduct  had  even  been 
impeached  ;   but  he  was  willing  to  sof^ 
fer  all  things,  the  extreme  of  contempt 
and  scorn,  expulsion  from  that  house, 
and  infamy  through  the  world,  if  he  did 
'  not  substantiate  the  facts,  which  he  was 
then  pledged  to  lay  before  them.    Evi- 
dence had  been  brought  to  disprove  his 
testimony  ;    he  had  wished  to  disprove 
that  evidence ;  but  permission  had  been 
refused  him." ^After  this  Mr.  Perce- 
val moved  a  Vcie  ef  Thanks  to  Lord  Gam* 
bier,  which  was  opposed  by  Lord  Coeh* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1S3] 


POLITICAL  }<EGlST^R.^l\irUamcntafy  Procdeditigs, 


[1S4 


rame^  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  Mr.  Wind- 
ham. Sir  Fbancis  rec^ired  to  know 
*'  whether  the  service  of  Lord  Gambier 
^  was  thankworthy,  admitting  it  to  have 
"  all  the  value  that  could  be  attributed  to 
**  it,  by  any  thing  but  the  unblushing  and 
"  profuse  spirit  of  ministerial  favouritism. 
'<  Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  the 
'^  full  and  decided  testimony  of  a  manade- 
*t  quate  to  give  his  judgment,  and  of  whose 
"admirable  valour  and  good  fortune  the 
<t  house  and  the  nation  had  but  one  opi- 
*'  nion.  He  felt  that  in  making  those  re- 
«'  marks,  he  might  be  treading  on  perilous 
"  ground.  He  was  probably  bringing 
*<  upon  himself  some  charitable  remarks, 
*'  particularly  those  of  a  gentleman,  whose 
"  charity  was  of  a  very  peculiar  nature. 
<'  But  he  was  careless  about  such  remarks; 
"  he  deprecated  that  person's  charity  ; 
<«  he  would  not  shun,  he  would  rather  so- 
*'  licit  his  hostility.  Had  there  been  any 
"  thing  said  to  make  out  a  reason  for  the 
"  vote  which  was  demanded  of  them  on 
"  that  niffht  ?  Where  was  the  evidence  of 
**  intrepidity  or  skill,  of  that  boldness 
,  "  which  bursts  its  way  through  all  obsta- 
"  cles ;  of  that  genius  before  which  obsta- 
"  cles  vanish  ?  For  all  this  he  was  only  in- 
*'  suited  with  a  dry  catalogue  of  negatives, 
<'  and  an  account  that  the  noble  admiral 
*'  inspected  the  action  at  a  distance  of  seven 
''  miles.  The  question  had  been  treated 
**  lightly  ;  but  levity  was  unbecoming  the 
ti  grave  and  sage  matters  of  their  delibera- 
"  tion.  The  subject  was  of  the  utmost 
"  importance ;  and  it  merited  to  be 
<«  most  serioasly  considered."— —And 
Ma.  Windham,  though  he  disapproved  of 
the  motion  fpr  the  Minutes,  said :  *'  that 
**  the  Thanks  of  that  Howe  did  not  de- 
*'  serve  to  be  lavished  on  any  man,  nn* 
"  less  his  service  was  of  that  rank  which 
"  forced  itself  into  universal  report,  and 
^  universal  admiration.  It  was  not  to  be 
''  avolred  in  some  obscure  process  of 
"  official  cbemislry ;  not  to  be  drawn  oat 
"  from  under  bandies  of  obscure  rtc^tds; 
"  not  to  be  elicited  by  any  kem,  cmmmg, 
^'rtcondiu,  iukUmmg  p^^cea,  hq/ctkd  the 
*'  frocHcf  #r  tki  perception  qf^  GemeraL 
**  To  be  praised,  t^  mmhikntmnio  he  nmh: 
««  <ir^  tUmki»  U  tmui  be  maiUr  qfjmUi'^ 

«c%.": Here  the  qaestion  of  thanks 

was  put  to  the  vote,  when  there  appaarsd 

for  the  motion  I6] ;  against  it  SQ. So 

that  my  Lord  Gambier  baa  his  thanks^  for 
which  so  long  and  so  tough  a  fight  has- 
baen  k^pt  pp. — Let  hiaa  take  tk^m,  then 
and  muQjb  good  may  thay  d»  bim.       At 


present  I  shall  say  no  mtire  upon  this 
subject,  than  to  point  out  to  my  readers  a 
work  just  published,  entitled,  **  Notam 
"  ike  Mmuta  nfa  Cwti  Marlial,  holdm  m 
"  board  his  Mnjesty's  Ship  tite  GladiatoryOt 
"  Portsmouth,  in  Jufy,  1 80^,  oh  ike  'Mai  qf 
'*  Lord  Gambier  ;"  which  work  contains 
illitsiralive  charts,  relative  to  the  operations 
in  Basque  Roads. 

If  1  have  room,  I  shall  insert,  in  the  pre* 
sent  sheet,  correct  reports  of  Lord  Coch- 
rane's  Speech,  and  also  of  his  lordship's 
Reply.  They  deserve  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  every  men  in  theiingdoiti. 

Want  of  room  compels  me  to  postpone 
an  account  of  Mr.  Manning's  Complaint 
about  the  News-papers;  and  also  some 
remarks,  which  I  meant  to  submit  to  my 
readers,  upon  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Fin- 
NERTY  by  Lord  Castlereagh,  or  some  one 
in  power.  That  Gentleman's  Letter  has 
appeared  in  the  Statesman  news-paper, 
and  a  very  great  impression  it  has  made 
upon  all  those  who  have  read  it.  I  hope, 
that  this  affair  will  lead  to  some  inqoiry; 
for  it  is  of  great  public  importance.  Mr. 
Finnerty  was  invited  to  go  to  Walchcren, 
as  I  heard,  at  the  time,  by  Sir  HomR 
PopHAM,  and,  no  doubt  with  the  bodable 
view  of  his  talents  (than  whom  kw  men 
possess  more)  being  used  in  the  giving' an 
account  of  what  passed.  Why,  then,  was 
be  not  suffered  to  remain  ?  And,  at  nj 
rate,  what  just  grounds  conld  there  be  for 
hunting  him  through  the  fleet,  8S  if  h« 
had  been  a  malefactor?  His  Letter  does 
hiiii  uifinite  honour ;  and,  I  trust,  that  we 
are  yet  to  have  an  account  of  the  Expe* 
ditioh  firom  his  pen. 

W»«,  COBBFTT. 
Botky,  isi  Feb.  1810. 
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The  Twalfth,  Thirteeath,  aod  Fo«t- 
tcfamh  Volumes  of  the  above  Work,  cbin^ 
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LORD  GAMBIER. 


L<jrd  Cochrane'^  Speech  in  the  House  qf 
Commons,  Monday,  Janumy  29,  1810. 

Sir;  Painful  as  it  is,  to  present  myself 
to  the  attention  of  this  Hous^,  on  the  pre- 
sent occa^iion  ;  yet  a  duty  which  I  owe 
to  my  Couutiy,  demands  the  sacrilice  of 
aiy  L'elings.  It  is  incumbent  oa  me  that 
I  should  submit  to  this  Bouse,  the  reasons 
on  which  I  found  the  Motion  of  whicli  I 
have  given  notice,  for  th^  Minutes  of  the 
Court  Martial,  held  on  Lord  Gambier: 
a  document  which  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
on  a  former  night,  did  not  seem  inclined 
to  grant;  although  absolutely  necessary 
in  urder  that  it  might  be  minutely  in- 
spected, by  every  member,  so  as  to  be 
enabled  fairly,  and  impartially  to  decide, 
whether  the  thanks,  now  in  the  contem- 
plation of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  are 
due  to  Lord  Gambler,  for  the  part  he  took, 
ia  what  has  been  denoaiinatcd,  by  fchem, 
a  Victory  in  Basque  Ropds.  But,  as  if  it 
Were  unnecessary  that  we  should  judge 
for  ourselves  it  has  been  asserted,  by  the 
right  honourable  the  Chacicellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  the  merits  of  this  case 
have  been  already  decided  on :  that  the 
Court  Martial  held  on  the  Noble  Lord, 
has  already  proclaimed  his  honourable  ac- 
quittal; and  tlie  zeal>  ability,  and  anxiety 
he  manifested  ft>r  the  welfare  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's service.  But  were  all  this  true. 
Sir,  and  if  it  wpre  possible  that  all  those 
facts  could  be  ascertained,  by  the  mere 
inspection  of  the  copy  of  a  Sentence; 
uill  I  coi>tcnd,  that  the  combination  would 
not  entitle  an  Qfficer  to  the  Thanks  of 
this  Uouse^ — the  proudest  honor  that  it  is 
in  our  power  to  bestow.  We  have.  Sir,  a 
figkt,  and  ought  to  jud^e  fur  ourselves, 
and  thiB  we  can  only  do,  by  carefully 
examining  the  Minutes  of  the  Court  Mar- 
tial, before  which  the  Noble  Lord  was 
tried  on  a  very  serious  charge  :  a  chaise 
tiot  broutfbt  against  him  by  an  individuai; 
hut  by  me  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  grounded  on  official  do- 
cuments. Upon  such  documents.  Sir, 
their  I^ordships  founded  the  charge  "  of 
"  neglect,  or  delay  in  taking  eliectuaJ 
"  means  to  destroy  the  enemy ;"  and 
We  cannot  suppose,  that  their  Lordships 
hrooght  it  without  due  consideration. 
However  this  may  be ;  I  submit  to  the 
house,  that  a^L  ability,  and  anxiety  fox 
Mie  vreifare  of  his  Majesty's  service, 
%iid    having   dq^   Aothiag   wrong,  do 


not  entitle  any  Officer  to  our  Thanks, 
which,  if  bestowed  on  trifling,  or  indeed 
any  occasion,  except  when  marked  by 
brilliant  achieyemeiit,  will  dwuuile  into 
utter  contempt,  even  with  those  on  whom 
they  should  be  conferred.  They  are  al- 
ready held  lightly  in  the  estimation  of 
the  Navy,  and  such  I  freely  confess  is  my 
feeling  respecting  them.  I  therefore  en- 
treat this  House,  to  weigh  the  matter  well 
before  they  come  to  a  decision,  and  to 
consider  what  they  are  about,  and  tha 
consequences  of  voting  indiscriminately 
and  blindfolded,  that  which  was,  formerly, 
bestowed  exclusively  on  those,  who  were 
publicly  known  to  have  rendered  the 
highest  services  to  the  state.  The  House 
ought  to  be  on  their  guard  against  giving 
way  to  motions,  that  have  such  objects  : 
as  by  such  means.  Ministers  might  screen 
themselves  from  reprobation;  and  gain 
for  a  man,  whose  parliamentary  influence 
they  required,  the  highest  honours  they 
could  render,  however  unworthy  the  ob- 
ject.— I  contend  that  to  give  the  Thanks 
of  the  House  to  an  Officer  who  has  been 
tried  on  heavy  charges,  who  instead  of  going 
into  action,  continued  at  a  distance  not  less 
than  seven  miles  during  the  whole  time, 
would  be  doin£^  that  for  which  no  precedent  ' 
could  be  found.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  the  Minutesof  the  Court  Martial,which 
I  am  about  to  move  for,  are  indispen* 
sably  requisite ;  not  with  a  view  to  re- 
consider the  decision  of  the  Court;  but 
to  give  foundation  to  our  opinion  respect- 
ing a  matter  on  which  we  are  not  only 
entitled,  but  bound  to  decide  justly ;  anid 
on  which  the  Court  Martial  could  not  de- 
cide for  us.  Indeed,  Sir,  even  in  I.ord 
Gambler's  written  defence,  we  might  find 
his  Lordship's  pretension  to  our  'jhanks, 
which  would  be  some  satisfaction;  for  in 
the  Sentence  pronounced  by  the  Court, 
and  oiiercd  as  a  ground,  on  which  to  rest 
our  judc^mcnt,  I  protest  I  can  find  no 
claim,  t  sl>all  go  farther,  ^ir,  and,  though 
it  is  not  the  object  to  criminate  by  the 
production  of  their  Minutes;  yet.  Sir,  I  . 
shall  boldly  assert,'  that  the^  charge  of 
delay  will  be  found,  not  only  to  have  been 
proved,  by  the  witnesses  produced ;  but 
admitted  alsa  by  his  Lordship's  written* 
defence ;  a  delay  of  four  hours  elapsed, 
by  the  Noble  Lord's  own  account,  even 
before  he  took  up  the  position,  which  he 
has  stated  to  be  the  best,  for  observing  the; 
motions  of  the  enemy,  and  for  sending 
ships  to  the  attack,  and  five  hours  afrer- 
«wards  elapsed  befoce  any  attack  was  made. 
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Tv'hich  is  in  direct  opposition  to  tbe  Sen- 
tence delivered  by  the  Court ;— if  a  Court 
'  it  can  be  called,  when  it  appeared  so  ex- 
traordinary that  the  President  could  not 
give  it  a  name,  as  he  always  spoke  of  it 
ambiguously  4  thus,  *'  what  may  be 
termed,"  ur,  "  what  may  be  called 
"  the  prosecution.'*  Not  only  do  I  as- 
sert, Sir,  that  the  charge  has  been  ad- 
mitted by  his  Lordship,  and  proved  by 
witnesses;  but  his  Lordship's  written  de- 
fence, also,  will  be  found  to  contradict 
itself,  in  points,  on  which  the  charo^e 
hinged,  and  in  others  of  material  import: 
that  his  Lordship's  Official  Letters  con- 
tradict that  defence,  and  each  oiher  ;  and 
that  many  of  the  witnesses  falsify  their 
own  evidetice  in  substantive  fact^  and 
contradict  themselves  when  deposing  only 
to  the  best  of  their  knowledge.  In  other 
instances. they  swear  positively  to  things, 
of  the  truth  of  which  they  had  no -know- 
ledge. Which  I  believe  is  an  offence 
against  tbe  law.  The  fabricated  chart. 
Sir,  will  then  also  come  under  review  : 
that  chart  produced  by  the  Master 
of  the  Caledonia,  to  the  Court,  in  order 
to  explain  the  various  posiiions  of  the 
British  and  French  Fleets,  "  on  and  previ- 
ous to  the  12th  uf  April,"  for  the  purpose 
of  inducing  the  members^  assembled  on, 
"  what  may  be  called/'  the  Trial  of  Lord 
Gambier,  to  believe,  that  no  more  of  the 
French  ships  could  have  been  destroyed 
than  were  destroyed,  had  the  British  force 
been  sent  in  at  an  earlier  period ;  although 
the  fabricator  of  that  chart,  after  having, 
on  his  first  examination,  sworn  that  it  was 
a  chart  of  tf^e  J  2th,  swears  afterwards  tiiat 
it  was  meant  for  the  \3thf  inasmuch  as 
that  "  the  only  vessels  marked  on  the 
chart  for  the  12th,  loere  those  that  had 
been  destroyed;" — those.  Sir,  that  did 
hot  exist. — I  have  one  word  more  to  say, 
respecting  the  falsity  af  this  vile  fabrica- 
tion, which  the  master  of  the  Caledonia 
professes  to  have  copied  from  tbe  Neptune 
Francois.  The  di^ance  between  tlie  shoals 
are  contracted  to  liltje  more  than  one-third 
of  the  size  of  the  Neptune,  from  which, 
as  I  have  already  remarked,  it  is  declared 
to  have  been  taken  :  in  order  to  shew 
(for  there  can  be  no  othyr  reason)  that 
the  space  for  anchorage,  as  deposed 
by  the  Masters,  without  knowledge  of  the 
fact,  was  confined ;  the  water  r^und  it 
sfaool,  and  the  pass:)<D;e  narrow ;  and  that 
the  British  ships  must  have  been  within 
point  blank  range,  *'  not  only  of  the  de- 
fftriictif  e  broadsides  of  the  two  ships  afloat. 


but  of  the  upright  on*s  on  shore,  and  of 
the  tremendous  batteries  of  Aix,  which, 
separately  or  united,"  accordin?^  to  the 
testimony  given,  in  support  of  the  asser- 
tions of  Lord  Gambier^  must  have  demo- 
lished every  vessel,  "  locked  up  in  so  con- 
fined an  anchorage."  Though  ot  the  same 
time,  and  for  the  safety,  I  suppose,  of  his 
Majesty's  ships,  that  might  have  been  sent 
in,  in  defiance  of  "  such  unwarrantable 
peril,"  the  vessels  aground  are  removed, 
bv  the  contriver  of  the  chart,  from  "  the 
NW  part  of  the  Pallas  Shoal,  the  NW  part 
nearest  the  deep  water  flanking  the  pas- 
sage," where,  he  had  sworn,  they  were 
situated,  and  which  was  the  fact,  to  tbe 
SE  side  of  the  shoal,  farthest  from  .the 
deep  water,  and  beyond  the  Tonnere, 
which  was  not  within  range  ;  and  "where 
they  never  could  have  been  approached 

Sour  ships  for  the  shot  to  reach  th^m." 
lis.  Sir,  is  not  all:  by  Stokes's  deposi- 
tion the  Cassard,  one  of  the  ships  that 
Would  have  raked  us  with  such  terrible 
effect,  is  stated,  and  in  truth  it  was  so,  to 
have  been  about  one-third  of  a  mile  from 
Aix,  and  the  Foudroyant,  another  of  them, 
about  three  cables  length  from  her;  but, 
Mr.  Stokes,  in  his  chart,  has  cunningly 
put  them  in  a  corner,  between  two  shoals, 
and  close  to  both,  where,  be  has  sworn, 
they  could  not  be  got  at,  though  he  had 
positively  sworn,  first  that  they  coola  have 
annoyed  us,  and  nekt  that  he  did  not  kno\^ 
the  distance  between  the  shoals.  I  Have 
already  asserted.  Sir,  that  contradictions  of 
facts,  on  which  the  Charge  was  founded, 
are  frequent  in  the  Defence  of  Lord  Gam- 
bier  ;  but  I  have  yet  to  tell  this  Honsc, 
that  these  contradictions,  in  substantive 
f\ic(s,  are,  in  several,  nay,  many  instances, 
confirmed,  sometimes  one  way,  and  some- 
times in  another,  by  the  same  individual 
witnesses,  examined  in  behalf  of  "  what 
may  be  termed"  the  Defence.— For  in- 
stance :  by  some  of  those  witnesses  it  is 
said,  that  the  Cassard,  Foudroyant,  and 
some  of  the  grounded  ships,  would  have 
fired  with  complete  effect  on  the  British 
ships,  had  they  been  sent  earlier  to  attack 
them  ;  and,  again,  that  we  never  could 
have  got  near  them  for  the  shot  to  reach- 
Assertions  that  are,  in  the  nature  of  thingSi 
incompatible  ;  as  in  positive  contradiction 
to  each  other,  and  given  in  support  of 
Lord  Gambier's  statements,  that  three  oat 
of  the  seven  ships  aground  on  the  Pall^ 
were  never  within  reach  of  any  of  the 
fleet  that  might  have  been  sent  in  to  at- 
tack them ;  and,  thsit  the  other  foar  of 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


1S9] 


FEBRUARY  3,  IGIO.— Lorrf  Gambier. 


(190 


ihe  eleven  were  never  in  a  situation  to  be 
assailed,  after  the  fire-ships  failed  in  their 
main  object ;  although  pt  another  time  the 
'noble  lord  declared,  that  some  of  those 
tery  ships  would  have  raked  our  ships 
had  they  been  sent  in  earlier  than  they 
were.     1  therefore  call  on  the  Hou<e  to 
insist  on  the  production  of  the  Minuies  of 
the  Trinl,  and  I  pledge  myself  t)  prove,  to 
the  conviction  of  this  House,  and  to  my 
Countr^^  all  that  I  have  asserted.     I  will 
also  prove  partiality  on  the  part  of  the 
Court,  and  illegal  and  unjust  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  Judge  Advocate,  who  ad- 
mitted, and   even  courted,  evidence  on 
one  side,  which  he  rejected  on  the  other  ; 
and  urged    inqniry  into  the  conduct  of 
officers,  whose  conduct   the  Court  were 
noi  empowered   to   investigate,   in  order 
that  be  might,  by  insihua^.ions,  (for  there 
could   be  no   other    motive),    create  an 
unmerited  prejudice  against  me,  by  shew- 
ing tbat    their    conduct    had    been    ar- 
rnignerl  by  me,  and  so  induce  them  to 
unite  a^nst  me,  and  make  common  cause 
»ntb  the  Commander  in  Chief,  who  had 
stepped  forward,  as  he  insinuated,  to  vin- 
dicate aheir  injured  characters,  and  exa- 
mined his  secretary  on  the  subject.     One 
instance  n^^y»  of  the  many  which  I  could 
adduce,  well  suffice,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
duct of  the   learned    Judge    Advocate: 
A4ed,  on  a  certain  occasion  by  the  Presi- 
dent, "  Is  that  evidence  ?**  he  answered,  I 
\  should  think  it  is.     And,  why.  Sir,  did  he 
'  think  so  ?  "'because  it  was  to  affect  the  evi- 
dence of  Lord  Cochrane  ;  in  that  point  of 
'  'iew  he  thought  it  was  legal  evidence."  al- 
I  though  1  had  not  even  touched  on  the  sub- 
ject then  under  consideration.      A*?  to  the 
Court,  their  conduct  is  too  glaring;  to  ad- 
mit of  a  doubt,  as  to  the  motives  by  which 
ibey  were  actuated.  Conversations  betwc<»n 
officers,  and  questions  framed  upon  matter 
arising  oat  of  such  conversations:  were  ad- 
mitted, notwithstanding, Sir,  my  testimony 
bad  been  refused,  in  an  instance,  wherein  1 
nicrely  stated,  that  the  opinion  I  had   at 
the  moment  delivered  to  the  Court,  had 
formerly  been  given  in  the  presence  of  cer* 
tain  officers,  and  Sir,  I  submit  to  you,  and  to 
the  learned  gentlemen  in  this  house,  that 
«uch  reference  was  admissible,  as  it  was  to 
establish  that,   by  having  said  at  a  for- 
mer  time,  what  I  then  stated,  I  was  consist- 
tat  wkh  myself.      The  Judge  Advocate 
pursued  the  same  course,  he  received  do- 
cuments as  evidence,  which  could  not  be. 
authenticated,  and  on  the  other  side,  re- 
jected those  thr.t  could.    Amongst  the  lat- 


ter, VV7S  cnptnin  WnolPs  prder  to  supersede 
ine  in  the  inner  nnchornge  ;  though  the 
secretary  who  wrote  it,  and  captain 
Woolf  who  received  it,  were  witnesses  be- 
fore the  Court ;  but,  had  that  paper  been 
established,  I  will  tell  you.  Sir,  what  it 
would  have  proved  ;  it  would  have  prov- 
ed, that  It  had  been  written  together 
with  Lord  Gambier's  two  letters  of  recall, 
on  the  13th,  although  the  signal,  to  the 
snme  ell'ect,  had  been  attempted  to  be  de- 
nied, and  witnesses  examined  to  support 
assertion  against  his  acts.  I  shall  not  de-^ 
tain  the  house  longer,  than  to  pledge  my- 
self by  every  thing  that  is  valuable  to  man, 
if  these  Minutes  are  granted,  to  prove, 
though  that  is  not  immediately  the  intention 
of  railing  for  them,  not  only  that  injustice 
and  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  Court  has 
been  exercised  towards  me,  not  only  that 
the  Judge  Advocate,  the  expounder  of  the 
law,  pointed  his  decisions  from  the  course 
of  justice;  hut,  Sir,  that  the  defence  is 
contradicted  by  itself,  contradicted  by  his 
Lordship's  official  letters,  and  by  his  own 
witnesses,  many  of  whom,  as  to  substantive 
facts  are  at  variance  with  themselves  and 
each  other ;  and  lastly,  that  the  Chart 
of  the  positions  of  the  eriemy's  ships  on  the 
12thofApril,  a  most  material  point,is  false, 
and  in  every  respect  a  foul  fabrication. 
This',  and  all  that  I  have  said,  I  pledge 
myself  to  prove  to  the  conviction  of  the 
world,  if  the  Minutes  of  the  Court  are  laid 
before  this  house.  Or,  if  I  fail,  then,  Sir„ 
let  contempt  and  merited  infamy  follow 
me ;  then  Sir,  unworthy  of  the  honour, 
which  his  majesty  was  graciously  pleased 
to  confer  upon  me,  I  shall  resign  it  back 
into  his  hands,  and  vacate  my  seat  in  this 
house.  I  do  not  desire  to  get  oflT  with  no- 
minal responsibility,  and  I  wish  his  majes- 
ty's ministers  could  give  such  a  pledge  for 
their  actions  and  for  their  stattmcMits. — 
I  now  move.  Sir,  That  there  bo  laid  be- 
fore this  house,  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of 
the  Trial  of  Admiral  Lord  Gambier,  held 
on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Gladiator, 
in  Portsmouth  harbour,  on  the  23rd  of  July 
IS09.  Also  the  original  Minutes  taken 
day  by  day  by  the  Deputy  Judge  Advocate. 

Lm-d  Cochrane's  Reply, 

Sir ; — Some  remarks  that  have  fallen 
from  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  house, 
call  upon  me  for  explanation. — And  first, 
the  honourable  gentleman  helow  me,  haft 
asserted,  tbat  h  was  n»y  bonnden  duty  to 
have  brougRt  forward,  myself,  charges 
against  Lcrd  Gambler,  if  Ijhoi^ght  his  ©on- 
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duct  censurable. — I  mast  tell  that  honour- 
able gentleman,  that,  I  adopted  tlie  mode 
tl^  under  such  circumstant  es,  it  was  my 
duty  to  adopt.   I  did  not  presume  to  frame 
Charges  founded  bn  my  own  opinion,   of 
the  transactions  ihat  had  passed  in  Basque 
roads. — i   did   not  deliver  Charges:   but 
when  I  found  that  a  Vote  of  Thanks,  was 
to  be  pressed  on  this  House,  1  felt  myself 
called  upon  to  refer  their  lordships  to  the 
log  books  and  minutes  of  signals,  where 
they  would  find   reasons,   why  a  Vote  of 
Thanks  should  not  be  granted  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  and  their  lordships  found 
them,  in  these  ofBcial  docmnenis,  wiiich  are 
received,  as  eridence,  in  all  courts  of  law. 
These,  iSir,  1  had  no  power  to  falsify,  and 
to  these  1  referred,  not  with  a  wish  malici- 
ously to  crimiimte,  but  to  save  this  House 
and  my  country,  from  what  1  felt  would 
be  a  disgrace.   As  this  book  has  been  used 
(Ginncy's  Minutes)   I  shall  if  permitted 
read  the  opinion  of  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty,  founded,  I  sup- 
pose,   on    mature    deliberation.      '*  And 
>vhere.ts  by  the  loa  books  and  minutes  of 
signals  of  the  CiUcdonia,  Imperieuse,  and 
other  ships  employed  on  tliat  service,  it 
appears  to  us,  that  the  said  admiral  Lord 
Gambier,  ou   the    J  2th  day  of  the   said 
month  of  April,  the  enemy's  ships  being 
then  on  shore,  and  the  signal  having  been 
made  that  tltey  could  be  destroyed,  did, 
for  a  considerable  time,  neglect  or  delay 
taking  effectual  measures  for  destroying 
them  :  We,  therefore,  in  compliance  with 
his  lordbhip's  request,  and  in  consequence 
of  what  appears  in  the  sivid  log  books  and 
minutes  of  signals,  tliink  fit  that  a  Court 
Martial  shall  be  assembled  for  the  pur- 

Sose  of  examining  into  his  lordship's  coo- 
uct,  and  trying  him  for  the  ^ame :"  Such 
was  the  Charge  brought  against  his  lord- 
ship by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  after  io- 
Tesiigating  the  log  books  of  the  Caledonia 
and  of  the  fleet.  No  individual  had  the 
power  to  mislead  their  lordships;  and 
this  I  submit  to  the-  House  was  the  fair 
and  honourable  mode  to  proceed.  It  was 
regular,  and  not  liable  to  be  afiected  by 
prejudice,  or  my  opinions. — I  had  another  I 
reason  for  this  line  of  conduct,  I  did  not  { 
chuse  to  oppress  my  mind  with  responsi- 
bility; I  belie v«y  adaaral  Byog  was  called 
to  ah  account  not  by  an  individual  but 
by  bis  country.  I  trut.  Sir,  this  explana- 
tion will  be  satisfactory  to  the  House,  and 
to  the-  honourable  gentlemaa  who  chose 


to  reprobate  my  conduct     I  have  now  a 
word  or  two  to  say  to  the  naval  member 
opposite,  who  has  spoken  of  formiqg  logs 
for  the  purpose  or  evidcm:e.     Wbeu  he 
throw:?  out  insinuation  or   rather  accusa- 
tions such  as  these,  it  would  be  but  ho- 
nourable in  him,  and  justice  demands  that 
he  should  state  the  difference,  which  was 
detected  in  these   logs.     Lord   Garabier, 
who  was  pretty  much  alive  to  detect  er- 
rors, did  point  out,  *'  that  in  one,  the  signal 
made,  was  that  half  the  fleet  could  destroy" 
the  enemy,  and  in  the  other,  that  it  stood. 
*'  part  of  the  fleet  can  destroy  the  €i>emy.'' 
What,  Sir,  is  the  mighty  diflbrehce  be- 
tween part  and  the  haff,  a  part  may  be 
either  more  or  less  or  exactly  the  half  oi 
the  fleet.     L  this  the  error  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentieman  has  spoken  of,  or  is  it 
the  circumstance  of  mjj  hailing  the  Inde- 
i'atigable  which  is  not  "noticed  in  one,  but 
inserted  in  the  other.  That,  Sir,  w^  a  per- 
sonal  act  of  my  own ;  the  words  s|iokenbad 
nothing  to  do  with  the  transactions  usually 
inserted  in  the  log  books  of  ships.     Those 
who  were  on  board  can  vouch  for  tlie cor- 
rectness of  the  fact.  As  to  the  chart,  Imust 
address  a  few  words  more,  to  the  same 
gentleman,  and  state  to  this  House,  and 
pledge  myself  to  prove  if  the  minutes  are 
granted,  that  my   chart  is  correct  and  is 
corroborated,  as  to  every  point  for  which  it 
was  produced,  by  the   testimony  of  the 
Master  of  the  Caledonia,  who,  after  falsi- 
fying   his   own  chart,  swears,   that   the 
French    ships   lay,  exactly,  as   I   placed 
them.     And  here,  Sir,  I  shall  give  a  speci- 
men of  the  evidence  of  those  ingenious 
Gentlemen,  the  inventors  of  the  fabricated 
chart,   which   was  introduced,  for  three 
reasons,  to  shew  the  confined  state  of  the 
anchorage,  the    point  blank,  shot  of  the 
batteries  of  Aix,  and  that  no  more  of  the 
enemy's  ships  could  have  been  got  at,ilian 
those  that  were  destroyed.      In  all  these 
points,  I  pledge  myself  to  prove  the  chart 
produced  by  the  Master  of  the  Caledonia, 
false,  by  the  mouths  of  its   fabricators 
themselves,  and  here  is  their   evkience. 
First,  as  to  the  space  in  the  anchorage, 
Mr.  Fairfax,  on  being  asked.     Is  it  much 
confined   and  the  waters  round  it  shoal  ? 
— A,  The  apace  is  much  confined.    I  have 
not  soundeci  myself  there.— d.  Is  the  na- 
vigation of  Aix  roads  difDcuIt  (ox  large 
shipaas  far  as  you  know  ? — A,  Very  much 
so* 

(To  be  continued,) 


LONDON  reprinted  by  T.  C.  HANSARD,  Peterborough  -  Court,  J^leet  -  Street ; 
PubFished  by  R.  BAGSRAW,  Brydges-Straet,  Corent-  Garden  :--5oId  also  by  J.BUDD,  Pall-Miall. 


Digitized  by 


LaOOg  It 


COBBETTS  WEEKLY  POlITICAL  REGISTER. 


II     . 

Vol.  JtVII.  No.  6.] 

LONDON,  SATURDAY.  FEBRUARY  10.  1810.    [Price  1$. 

1981- 

[194 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Shutting   the    Gallery. This   is 

what  I  long  ago  suspected  would  be  re- 
•oft«d  to ;  aod,  when  on  the  second  day 
of  the  Session,  Ma.  Yoakb  complained  of 
tbe  eril  e£fe«ts  of  the  Speeches,  made  in 
the  House  of  Commons;  of  the  sanction 
which  they  gave  to  persons  out  of  doors 
to  spread  about  sentiments,  calculated  '*  to 
'*  make  us  hau  one  another  ;'^  when  I  heard 
this,  I  was.  pretty  sure,  that  the  last  re- 
ine<ly,^r  the  last  bui  one,  was  about  to  be 
ttkdj  in  order  to  prerent  us,''  from  spread* 
"log  about  sentiments,  calculated  to  make 

''^  hate  one  another.'^ ^Tbe  motive  for 

(hit  measare  is  so  clear ;  it  is  so  evident 
to  every  oi»an  of  common  discernment : 
H  so  plainly  speaks  for  itself,  and  is  so 
uiifenally  understood,  that  I  shall  not 
waste  one  moment  in  reiparking  upon  the 
Biaasare  itself.  That  measure  has  done 
more  than  the  publishing. of  a  years'  de- 
hatts*  It  is  a  trumpet-tongned  fact ;  and 
it  has  already  done  its  business.  Only 
l«t  us  remember,  who  it  was  that  brought 
f^ward  the  measure.     Let  us  keep  him 

10  mind. But,  a  debate,  whicn  has 

^xvKn  out  of  this  measure,  is  well  worthy 
of  our  attention.  I  mean,  tbe  debate  of 
the  Gth  instant,  upon  Mr.  SugrIdan's  mo- 
tion for  a  Committee  to  consider  of  the 
Standing  Order  for  excluding  Strangers,  in 
which  debate  Ma.  Windham  took  a  con- 
spicuous part,  and  upon  which  part,  so 
taken  by  him,  it  shall  be  my  business  to 
comment  at  full,  after  I  have  inserted 
what  has  been  published  as  his  Speech 
upon  that  occasion,  and  have  given  some 
account  of  what  appears  to  have  been 
hU   by    others.  ■  »  Mb.    Shsridan 

acknowledged,  that  tbe  right  of  any 
laember  to  move  for  the  exclusion  of 
•trangers  was  recognized  by  a  Standing 
Order,  and  that  his  motion  needed  no  one 
to  second  it,  nor  need  he  state  any  rea- 
sons; but,  that,  upon  the  bare  motion  of 
aoy  member,  at  any  time,  the  house  must 
he  cleared  of  strangers.  He  ackuow- 
iedged  that  this  was  the  laxv  of  the  House  ; 
but,  he  iniisted,  that  there  were  many 
other  of  its  laws,  which  had  fallen  into 
disuse;  aod^  h»  said«  that  what  b«  wi»h#d 


for  was,  not  a  rescinding  of  the  Order, 
but  such  an  alteration  of  it  as  would  pre* 
vent  any  member  from  clearing  the  gal- 
lery at  his  will  and  pleasure ;  that  h« 
wished  the  matter  to  be  subservient  to 
reason,  and  not  left  to  wild  caprice,  or. 
which  was  worse,  to  make  tbe  Uberty  ot 
publishing  speeches  subservient  to  partia- 
lity, aqd,  in  fact,  making  it  a  sure  means 

of  deluding  the  public. In    answer 

to  this  speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan  came  thai 
of  .Mr.  ifindltam,  and,  as  I  mean,  that  ha 
shall,  in  this  instance,  at  any  rate,  have  no 
reason  to  complain  of  a  want  of  full  jus- 
tice, I  shall  give  his  words,  just  as  I  lind 
them  published  in  the  news-papers,  no^ 
looking  upon  myself  as  answerable  for 
their  correctness.  I  6nd  a  publication  of 
a  thing,  called  a  speech,  under  bis  name^ 
and  upon  that  publication  I  sba]l  freely 

comment. "  Mr.  Windham  said,   he 

"  supposed  it  might  create  some  surprise 
"  that  he  should,  on  the  present  occasion, 
^'  speak  and  vote  against  the  mouon 
"  brought  forward  by  his  hon.  iViend. 
"  Chis  was,  however,  one  of  those  acci* 
"  dental  matters  in  which  he  bad  always 
*'  difiered  in  opinion  with  hb  hon.  friend. 
'<  His  hon.  friend  bad  said,  he  thought  it  a 
"  matter  of  impor^ce  ;  he  for  his  own 
"  part  confessed  he  did  not  think  it  was. 
'*  This  would  frequently  be  the  case.  The 
*'  importance  of  the  war  had  not  weighed 
"  sufficiently  with  his  bon.  friend  to  bring 
'*  bim  to  the  IIouso  in  the  various  qucs- 
"  tions  concerning  it,  though  this  Standing 
"  Order  had  produced  that  effect.  His 
"  hon.  friend  had  always  been  an  advo- 
''  cate  for  the  Liberty  of  the  Press.  He 
"  (Mr.  Windham)  was  the  same;  but  on 
'*  other  grounds,  and  what  had  been  said 
"  by  his  hon.  friend  on  the  ptfi^t  ques- 
'Mion,  seemed  to  him  to  be  father  the 
"  matter  of  a  threat  than  an  argument  . 
'^To  allude  to  the  enforcement  of  all 
'^  other  Standing  Orders  was  a  threat,  and 
f  not  an  argumenti^  This  Standing  Order 
'*  had  obtained  and  been  submitted  to  for 
''  a  century,  and  no  inconvenience  had 
"  been  foutid  in  it  till  within  the  last  30 
"  years.  His  hon.  firiend  seemed  to  gon^ 
**  sider  the  richt  of  admission  of  strangers 
*'  into  the  g^ry  ^  &  P^^  <>^  ^*  oonsti* 
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"  tution;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  ft  had 
*'  been  granted  as  a  mere  matter  of  favour. 
''  He  would  first  ask,  how'much  the  coun- 
*^  try  had  gained  in  its  affairs  since  that 
"  practice  had  obtained  ?  » He  could  not 
''  say  in  what  respect  the  country  had 
*'  gained  any  thing;  past  times  might  be 
^  contrasted  with  the  present :  hut  still, 
^  from  the  daily  manner  in  which  the  de- 
"  bates  were  published,  he  wanted  to  know 
"  in  what  way  he  was  to  state  the  advsln- 
''  tagcs  accruing  to  the  country.  WhtU 
**  itos  the  value  to  their  constituents  ofknoW' 
'*  ing  what  was  passing  in  that  House  ?  Sup- 
•*  posin^r  they  should  never  know,  it-  was  only 
"  the  diftbrence  between  a  Representative 
''  government  and  a  democracy.  Till 
^  within  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  it 
^  not  only  was  hot  practised  as  now,  but 
''  it  was  not  even  permitted  to  publf&h'  the 
'*  debates  of  that  house.  So  lately  as  the 
"time  of  Dr.  Johnson,  the  debates  were 
"  never  published  but  under  fictitious 
"  names.  He  was  one  of  those  who  liked 
^  the  constitution  as  it  was,  he  did  not 
**  like  it  as  it  is.  If  this  had  been  tolerated, 
*'  winked  at,  and  suffered,  it  was  no  reason 
"  that  it  should  on  all  occasions  be  conti- 
"  nued,and  that  persons  should  makea  trade 
^  of  what  they  obtain  from  the  galleries^ 
**'  among  whom  were  tobe  found  men  of  all 
"  descriptions;  banhnrptsjottery-ojficektepcrs, 
^footmen,  and  decoyed  tradesmen.  He  had 
"  heard  that  the  Propiietors  of  Pajicrs  had 
^  talked  of  the  injustice  of  closed  doors. 
"  This  was  taking  up  the  subject  as  if  the 
••  admission  of  strangers  into  the  Gallery 
•'  was  a  privilege,  bat  itwas  no  such  thing, 
'^  and  though  he  might  perhaps  think  it 
"  useful  after  havfng  so  long  prevailed, 
"  he  did  not  allow  it  to  be  a  privilege. 
*'  Were  that  the  case  we  should  comie  into 
''  a  state  of  democracy  ;  a  state  like  that 
"  of  Athens.  He  did  not  think  accounts 
\*  in  the  Daily  Papers  were  so  desirable  as 
•*  many  others  did.  They  had  lately  re- 
•'  vilea  Government  so  far  as  to  assert, 
"  that  some  of  their  cotemporaries  were 
'"' in  tlie  pay  of  Government.  What  did 
"  this  prove?  not  the  value  or  actual  ini- 
'*  portance  ofPapers;  but  it  clearly  sheiVed 
*'  that  if  Government  could  have  them  in 
"  their  pay,  then  Pppcrs  were  liable  (o  he 
*'  If t for  hire;  to  be  bought  and  sold;  and 
**  the  press,  which  has  been  thoo^^ht  in 
*f  this  country  the  palladium  of  its  liberty, 
**  was  always  to  be  purchased  by  the  high- 
•'  est  bidder.  He  did  not  wish  to  estab-^ 
"  lish  such  a  power  in  the  press  as  to  en- 
<'  dUt  it  to  controul  ParUametU.     He  did 


not  know  any  of  the  Conductors  <tf  the  Prm; 
but  he  understood  them  to  be  a  set  of 
men  who  would  give  into  the  torrupt  tnis-^ 
representation  qf  opposite  ndeS;  and  he 
was  therefore  determined  not  to  lendhi* 
hand  to  abrogate  an  order  which  was 
made  to  correct  an  abuse.  He  now  sa^f 
that  it  led  to  conseciuences  of  a  most 
mischievous  tendency ;  no  less  than  to 
change  the  character  of  aRepresentattve 
Government  into  that  of  a  democracy; 
and  led  directly  to  that  despotism WcA 
had  90  lately  desolated  other  cottntries.  He 
did  not  like  to  part  with  a  Standing 
Order,  ivhkh,  though  it  might  have  ran 
to  rest,  would  not  m  former  times  hare 
led  to  any  mischief,  and  he  could  sec  00 
reason  why  it  sliotild  now  bte  l^id  pro- 
strate at  the  foot  of  the  very  worshipful, 
but  he  would  not  say  ancient,  tSorpon- 
Hon  qf  London  Printers.  Those  gentry 
had  their  favourites.  His  hon.  friend 
was  esteemed  and  hailed  by  them  as  i 
general  patron  of  the  London  Press.  H* 
thought  the  House  ought  to  discard  % 
sort  of  disgraceful  objection  to  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  maintain  those  rules  and 
orders  which  has  so  long  prevailed.  He 
would  assert,  that  the  rights  of  the  House 
were  now  in  danger  of  being  lost  from 
misuse.  It  >vas  like  shutthig  up  Ibe 
gates  of  a  park,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
custom  to  a  path* way.  It  was  fike  tilt 
O.  P.V,  who  had  sfet  themselves  up  as  the 
people  of  the  country,  and  by  a  system  of 
opposition  and  violence  had  compelled  tht 
Proprietors  of  the  Theatre  to  give  theift 
plays  at  their  own  price.  In  this  way 
the  Proprietors  of  Newspapers  told  them 
that  the  people  must  have  a  daily  pub* 
lication  of  the  proceed rngs  of  that  HouSfe 
at  their  breakfast;  and,  in  the  name  of 
the  Public,  sa3',we  have  thatr/[^ht,  and 
have  friends  in  the  House  that  will  sup- 
port us  in  f  ur  c^aim.  His  hon.  friend 
had  said  the  character  of  the  Hon*  was 
at  stake  ;  according  to  which 'argumen^ 
all  the  IIouncs  for  the  last  thirty  years 
had  no  character  or  ability  at  stake. 
His  hon.  fi  icnd  was  now  also  most 
anxioiJo  for  the  characLci>  of  Ministers: 
he  could  not  blame  hhn  fir  that  sensibi- 
lity, but  he  (Mr.  Windham)  v\*a3  anxious 
for  the  famo  of  th's  House,  and  could 
not  sec  why  they  ^^hould  ht?sitate  in  strp- 
porting  u  Standing  Order,  which  had 
the  sanction  of  so  r..r.ny  ^^ears  in  in 
favour.  Tor  these  reasons  lie  should 
certainly  give  his  vote  against  this  nio- 
tioru"— 1— The  motion  of  Mr.  Sh«R!PAN 
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^a«  supported  by  Lord  Folkestone,  Mr. 
TrERNEY,  Mr.  P.  MoonE,  Hon.  I\lr.  Lit- 
tleton, and  Sir  Fjiancis  Buudett;  and 
was    opposed    by  Mr.  YbRKE    and   Mr. 

Perceval. Mr.    Sheridan    replied    to 

Mr.  Windham,     "He   said  that  his  hon. 
*'  friend  had  begun  hisspeech  by  criticising 
''  his  (Mr.  Sheridan's)  absence  from  the 
*'  House  on  former  occasions  durin;j  the 
"  present  Session.      On  this  subject   he 
**  must  take  leave  to    judge  for  himself 
'*  when  his  presence  in  the  House  was  ne- 
*'  ces*ary,  aad  when  not. — ^His  hon.  friend 
*'  had  arraigned  him  for  not  being  present 
''  to  support  the  charges  which   he  stated 
*'  had  been  proved  against  his  Majesty's 
"  Ministers;     On  the  first  day  of  the  Ses- 
"  sion  he  had  attended,  and  had  voted  for 
*'  the  Amendment.     Since  that  period  he 
*'  had  been  much  occupied  with  private 
''business;  but  he  had  a  right,  when  he  felt 
*'  that  a  question  was  ^^itating  of  infinitely 
"  greater  importance  than  any  question  of 
"  a  mere  political  nature  could  possibly  be, 
"  to  put  aside  his  private  business,  and  to 
•'  attend  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the 
"  determination  of  that  question.      Such 
*'  was  the  present  question.     On  the  first 
*'  day.  of  the  Session  he  had  heard  one  side 
''  of  the  House  arraigniuii  the  other  as  ut- 
*'  terly  incapable  of  fulfilling  the  duties  of 
"  ofBce.  That  might  or  might  not  be  true. 
.*'.But   the  other  side  Retorted  that  they 
"  were  at  least  as  competent  as  their  ad- 
"  versaries,  and  that  they  possessed  at  least 
*'  an  equal  share  of  the  public  confidence. 
*'  Now,  for  what  he  knew,  the  country  at 
"  large,  M'ith  a  very  civil  kind  of  impar- 
'•'  tiality,   might    believe    both    parties — 
"  (a  laugh),     Tlie    inference    which   he 
"  would  draw  from  this  circumstance  was, 
''  that  the  House  should  guard  against  add- 
*'  ing     to     the   unfavourable     impression 
*'  which    such    mutual    accusations   were 
'*  calculated  to  proflucc.     His  hon.  friend 
*'  had  called  him  '  a  counsel  for  the  Press.' 
*'  If  he  was  so,  he  was  an  unfee'd  one.     He 
"  was  proud  of  the   appellation.     But  he 
*'  confessed   that  he  was  a  good  deal  sur- 
•"  prised  when  his  Honourable  Friend  put 
•'  in  hh  daim  for  a  share  of  the  distinction. 
*' If  on  that  ground  his  honourable  friend 
**  meant  to   hug  him  in  a  fraternal  em- 
"  brace,  he  begged   leave  to  decline  the 
"  honour  (a  laughj/*  "  For  myself, "con- 
tinued Mr.   S.  *'  I   have   always  been  a 
**  friend  to  the  Libertv  of  (he  Press.  Give 
*'  to  Minister^  a  servife  House  of  Peers : — 
^'  give  them  a  venal  and  a  pliant  Houst  of 
"  Conimons; — give  them  the  keys  of  the 


f  Treasury  and  the  patronage  of  the 
'  Crown  ; — and  then  give  me  the  Liberty 
'of  the  Press;— and  with  tlr;  mighty 
'  engine  I  will  destroy  the  cdif:  e  cfcor- 
^  roption,  and  establi.-^li  on  its  n.lns  the 
^  rights  and  privile^,c~  of  the  people  ! — 
'  His  only  object  in  the  motion  which  he 
'  hnd  submitted  to  the  House  was,  not  to 
^  prevent   e\ny  incjividual   member  from 

■  clearing  th?  Gallery,  but  to  require  that 
^  after  he  had  done  so,  he  should  con- 
^  descend  to  give  some  reason  for  the  step, 
f  The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  said,  it 
'was  his'hnmour.  That  was  the  very 
^  thing  of  which  he  (iNTr.  Sheridan)  com- 
•  plained.     If,  after  the  exclusion  ofstran- 

■  gers,  the  House  should  acquiesce  in  the 
propriety  of  the  motives  for  that  exclu- 

■  sion,  the  public  would  then  be  satisfied. 
^  To  some  of  the  opinions  of  his  hon. 
'  friend,  he  had  listened  with  the  greatest 
'  regret,  and  even  horror.     For  the   first 

■  time  in  his  life,  he  had  almost  wished 
'  that  th^  Public  had  been  excluded  from 
'  hearing  his  opinions.  The  friendship 
'  which  he  had  long  cntcriained  for  bis 
'  hon.  friendj  and  his  regard  for  his  hOn. 
^  friend's  character  and  honour,  struggling 

■  with  his  own  sense  of  public  duly,  had 
^  nearly  induced  him  to  regret  that  there 

■  was  a  single  strangrr  present,  to  listen  to 
'  or  report  his  sentiments.  His  hon. 
^  friend  had  asserted  a  broad  general 
'  principle,  that  the  publication  of  the 
'  proccociin^s  of  P  ."liament  was  injurioas 
'  to  the  country.  11?.  had  declared,  that 
'  when  the  doors  (f  tiit;  Gallery  of  that 
'  House  were  closed,  l:  c  country  had  done 
'  well.  He  (Mr.  Sheridan)  was  not  one 
'  of  ihose  who  thought  or  spoke  despond- 
^  ifigly  of  the  situation,  or  degradingly  of 
'  the  character  of  the  country:  On  the 
'  contrary,  he  was  of  opinion  that  Great 
'  Britain  stood  on  a  proud  emineiu  e,strug- 
'  gling  as  she  was  and  successtnlly  sti  jg- 
'  gling  as  he  hoped  she  would  be,  'fo.  the 
'  liberties  of  the  world.  That  honourable 
'  spirit  by  which  the  people  of  England 
'  were  animated  in  this  gieat  contest,  he 
'  attributed  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Press 
'  generally,  andm(j^t  [>;rtM^ularly  ^^ml  cm- 
'  phatically  to  thn  lihtriy  of  icpurling 
'  and  publishing  the  debates  and  pro- 
'  ceedings  in  ParliameiTt,  But  his  hon. 
'  friend  had  again  sci  up  the  old  BUG}^H^\Rj 
'  and  had  characteiised  thb  practice  as 
'  mischievous,  and  leading  to  retfolutmmfy 
'  doctrines,  £knd  to  the  uncWn'aluin^  of  ih« 
'blessings  of  the  Bnli>sh  CoH=*utution, 
'  The  Liberty  of  the  Press  h^d  to  xtwlf- 
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«'  tiontry  doctrines !  Was  it  the  Liberty 
*»  of  the  Press  which  brought  on  the 
y  French  revolution  ?  Was  it  not  rather 
"  the  extingdishing  of  every  opportunity 
**  by  the  press  of  giving  veni  tq  complaint 
*'  which  piodoced  that  event  ?  What 
"  had  occasioned  the  fall  of  all  the  rotten 
•'  monarchies  of  Europe  ?  Was  it  the 
*'  Liberty  of  the  Press  ?  No !  It  was  the 
"  absence  of  that  liberty.  If  the  Liberty 
**  of  the  Press  had  existed  in  France,  in 
•»  Austria^  in  Prussia,  in  Spain,  those  coun- 
''  tries  would  not  now  be  enduring  the 
"  oppressive  domination  of  a  Bonaparte." 
Now,  I  anr^bout  to  offer  some  re- 
marks ufk)n  this  publication,  called  the 
Speech  of  Mr.  Windham.  I  shall  con- 
sider that  publication  as  dividing;  itself  in- 
to two  parts,  PUBUC  and  PERSONAL. 

^As  to  the  first,  we  will  begin  where 

Mr.  Sheridan  lefl  off)  namely,  at  this  re- 
coi^uringnp  of  that  old  humbugging  bug- 
bear, the  French  Revolution,  by  the  means 
of  which  so  much  mischief  has  been  done 
in  this  country,  so  much  oppression  prac- 
tised with  impunity,  and  so  much  debt 
mnd  misery  entailed  upon  this  credulous 
nation.  Mr.  Windham  is  afraid,  that  the 
.securing  to  people  admission  into  the  gal- 
lery to  take  debates  may  lead  to  a  repeti- 
tion of  all  **  the  Aorror^  of  the  French  revo- 

*'  luticm.'' Reader,  do  you  know  of 

flr^  one  thmg,  which  men  in  power  dislike, 
which  they  do  not  tell  vou  will  tend  to 

{)roduce  the  horrors  of  the  French  revo- 
ution  ?  Not  one.  The  cry  of  No-Popery 
was  not  more  scandalously  hypocritical 
than  this.  The  howl  has  never  changed, 
though  the  state  of  France,  and  the  exam- 
ple of  France,  have  totally  changed.  When 
the  nefarious  howl  was  first  set  up,  France 
was  in  a  state  of  anarchy ;  it  afterwards 
formed  a  sort  of  democratical  Government; 
then  a  species  of  Representative  Govern- 
ment; and,  last  of  all,  a  simple  military 
despotism ;  but,  through  all  these  changes, 
the  cry  of  French  Revolution  has  been 
kept  up  by  those,  who  have  wished  (and 
for  their  own  good  reasons)  to  alarm  and 
keep  in  subjectien  the  people  of  England, 
who  have  been  persuaded,  by  such  per- 
sons, that,  let  what  will  be  imposed  upon 
them,  they  must  bear  it  all,  or,  that  tkey 
9ui$f  undergo  the  horrors  qfa  French  Be»0lu- 
iion.  Complain  of  oppressive  tasces  and 
•till  more  oppressive  tax-gatherers,  the 
answer  is,  "  wW,  then,  you  would  have 
^  a  French  Revolution?"  Tell  the  par- 
lixans  of  tyranny  of  any  thing  that  yoa 
ki9J%  to  cottplaiB  of|  hovoTer  gaUing»  and 


their  answer  invariably  amounts  to  thii, 
that  you  must  quietly  submit  to  it,  or  that 
you  will  see  "  all  the  horrors  of  a  French 
"  Revolution".    This  has  been  a  potent 
engine  in  all  sorU  of  ways;  with  juries, 
with  public   bodies,  with   thousands  mm! 
hundreds    of  thousands   of  honest  indi- 
viduals.      It  is  time,  however,  that  this 
scare-crow  was  universally  despised ;  nor, 
if  any  one  has  still  the  conEdence  to  makt 
use  of  it,  would  it  be  amiss  to  enter  into  afl 
examination  as  to  what  France  has  to  or 
gained,  by  her  revolution.     Of  6ne  thing, 
at  any  rate,  we  are  certain>  and  that  i«, 
that  we  hear  of  no  such  inquiries  going  oft 
in  France  as  we  have  seen  going  on  m 
England.— Baron  Douro  is,  it  seems,  to 
have  a  pension  of  2,00()/.  a  year  for  thrts 
generations,  out  of  dur  taxes.    The  honour- 
able Mr.  Villiers  is  a  representative  of  tbf 
Kinff  in  Portugal.  Mr.  Hunt  is  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  has  voted  thw 
sessions  on .  the  side  of  the  minister.- — ' 
Mr.  Windham  accused  Mr.  Sheridan  of 
not  attending  the  House  upon  importanj 
subjects,  like  that  about  thk  conAtctingoft^ 
«w,  to  which  the  other  replied,  that  bl 
looked  upon  this  q^iestion  as  being  ©^^"^ 
greater  importance.     To  be  sure;   w^ 
who  does  not  ?    The  questions  about  A* 
war  are,  in  fact,  questions  about  the  tuw^ 
ing  out  of  the  ministry ;  questions  about 
the  putting  out  of  Lord  Hawkesbary  tM 
putting  Mr.  Windham  in  his  stead,  and 
these  are  questiohs,  in  which  no  man  of 
common  sense  can  feel  the  smallest  iote* 
rest.     Mr.  Windham  may  be  angry  that 
the  public  are  cold  upon  that  point;  buV 
I  can  assure  him,  that  it  is  a  point,  upon 
which  they  are  even  more  indiflferent  than 
upon  a  choice  between  the  two  kings  ^ 
Spain,  Joseph  and  Ferdinand.    No;  ihia 
is  not  what  interests  the  people  of  Eng« 
land.    They  are  no  longer  to  be  cajolea 
into  the  trammels  of  party.     That  is  ovfr. 
They  feel  their  grievances,  and,  if  these 
are  to  continue,  they  care  not  one  strair 
who  have  the  benefit  of  them.    The  set 
now  in  power  endeavour  to  scare  them, 
upon  all  occasions,  with  the  horrortf  of  the 
French    Revolution,  and  Mr.  Windham 
does  the  same.    He  may,therefore,  be  oat 
of  temper  with  the  people  for  their  indif- 
ference, but  his  anger  will  be  of  no  avail. 
This  question,  brooght  forward  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  was  a  Question  in  which  the 
people  were  really  mierested;  for,  it  was  of 
importance  for  them  to  know  hoio  the  mem^ 
^#  acted*,  during  the  inqoiry  that  is  going 
'  on.    Thif  tbey  ara  now  prevanted  ftM 
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laiowiog,  in  euueaiieiioe  of  the  Debate* 
Reporters  being  tnut  out  of  tbe  gallery. 
Mr.  Sheridan's  otyect  was  to  re-of>en  that 
irallery ;  and,  compared  to  sach  a  ques- 
tion, what  was  aU   the  party  trumpery 

about  tbe  amducting  <jf  the  toor  T Ma. 

Windham  asked,  '<  what  was  the  value  to 
"  tfieir  eottstitmnU  to  know  what  passed  in 
"  that  House/'  Very  true :  to  the  con- 
stituents at  St^  Mwoes,  or  Higham  Ferrers, 
or  Old  Sarum,  it  may  be  of  little  value; 
but»  lo  the  constituents  of  SirFrancis  Bur- 
deti  for  instance,  it  is  of  very  great  value 
to  know  what  passes  in  that  House.— ^-^ — 
He  said,  that  toe  Debates  were  not  per- 
mitted to  be  published  till  within  these 
last  thirty  years,  and  that  the  state  of  tbe 
country  had  not  improoed  during  that  time ; 
a  notorious  and  melancholy  troth,  but,  then, 
he  should  have  added,  that  he  himself  bad 
^en  a  minister  during  no  small  part  of 

that  time. But,  I  find  that,  for  want  of 

time,  I  must  put  off  till  another  week,  any 
further  observations  upon  the  jmbUc  part  of 
this  speech,  and  devote  the  little  time  1 
faave  left,  to  \i\^  personal,  the  gross  personol 
^iiack,  contained  in  this  publication,  called 
%  Speech  of  Mr.  Windham. ^That  gen- 
tleman is  represented,  in  the  speech  above- 
ioseried,  to  have  said,  that  ^^the  publish- 
''  ers  of  Debates,  made  a  trade  of  the 
^  thing; — that,  amonsst these  publishers 
^  there  were  al)  sorts  of  persons.  Bankrupts, 
^  LoUesy' Office  keepers,  Footmen,  and  Jbe* 
**  cayed  Tradesmen ;  that  he  did  not  know 
•*  any  of  them,  but  that  he  had  heard*  that 
**  they  were  a  sort  of  men,  who  would  give 
^  into  corrupt  misrepresentatums  qf  opposite 
"  sides. "— -" — In  the  first  place,  tbis  ge- 
neral, this  sweeping  assault,  and  that,  too, 
in  a  place  where  he  well  knew  that  none 
of  the  assaulted  parties  could  answer  him 
without  the  certamty  of  being  sent  to  New- 
gate, was  any  thing  but  manly. In  the 

next  place,  the  description  is  not  true,  but 
as  £ar  from  the  truth  as  any  thing  well 
can  be.  I  can,  for  my  part,  see  nothing  de- 
spicable in  the  trade  of  a  Lottery- O&ce- 
keeper,  any  more  than  in  that  of  a  stock- 
br6ker ;  in  both  cases,  there  is  a  species 
of  gambling,  but  one  is  just  as  fair  as  the 
other,  and,  the  thing  being  so  common, 
there  is  nothing,  in  either  trade,  to  ren- 
der tbe  person  who  follows  it  an  object  of 
obloquy.  But,  as  to  the  fact,  it  is  7U)t  true. 
There  is  no  person  in  London,  at  aU  con- 
noted with  the  -taking  or  the  publishing  of 
I^u'liamentary  Debate^,  who  does,  or  ever 
has,  kept  a  Lottery  Office.  So  much  for  that 
part  cdT  fbs  chargs.*— ^-Than,  as  ts  Foot' 


men.  Upon  what  ground  does  Mr.  Wind* 
ham  as8ert,.that  there  are  footmen  amongst 
these,  who  are  concerned  in  the  taking  and 
publishing  of  Debates  ?  Is  the  takingof  those 
debates,  and  the  preparing  of  Uiem  for 
the  press,  a  footman- like  talent  ?  But,  the 
fact  vtnot  true;  I  assert  the  fact  to  be  to- 
tally destitute  of  truth.  The  gendemen, 
who  take  the  debates  in  the  gallery,  are, 
and,  indeed,  they  necessarily  most  be, 
possessed  of  great  and  rare  talents.  The 
education  of  most  of  them  .has  been  of 
the  superior  kind.  Many  of  them  have 
been  at  CoUege  with  the  members  whose 
speeches  they  are  employed  to  report ; 
and,  I  am  assured,  .that,  in  some  instances, 
those  in  the  Gallery  have  received  prizes^ 
and  actually  beaten  those  upon  the  floor. 
Was  it,  tlien,  fair  play,  to  describe  these 
gentlemen  as  footmen ;  as  the  lowest  and 
most  contemptible  of  mankind  ;  and,  that, 
too,  I  repeat  it,  in  a  place,  where  he  who 
was  giving  the  description  knew  that  the 
aspersed  party  dared  not  to  answer  him  ? 

But,  even  this  would  not  have  drawn 

an  observation  from  me,  had  not  the  at- 
tack been  so  directly  levelled  at  one  par" 
ticular  individuoL  Mb.  Windham  spoke 
of  Bankrupts,  as  being  conspicuous  amongst 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  publisbing 
of  Parliamentary  Debates.  He  pots 
Bankrupts  at  the  head  of  the  degraded  list. 

Mr.  Windham  has  never,  upon  any 

occasion,  that  I  have  observed  ;  and,  I  ap- 
peal to  the  reader,  whether  I  may  not  say, 
that  he  never,  upon  any  occasion,  has  ex- 
pressed the  slightest  degree  of  disapproba* 
tion  of  any  peculator,  great  or  small.  Ne- 
ver; and,  when  the  most  corrupt  practices 
have  been  brought,  forward,  such  as  the 
selling  and  the  buying  of  seats  in  the 
House  of  Commons^  he  has  been  not 
amongst  the  first,  but  the  very  first,  the 
very  foremost  in  the  (oremost  rank,  to 
apologize  for,  or  to  defend,  such  practices, 
and  to  attribute  all  complaint  against  theqs 
to  popular  clamour  and  seditious  views. 
Yet,  this  Gentleman  appears  to  hold  a 
Bankrupt  in  perfect  abhorrence !  If  there 
were,  amongst  the  reporters  and  publishers 
of  Debates,  persons,  who  have  been  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  Bankruptcy,  would  it 
follow,  thence,  that  it  was  not  useful  and 
proper  te  publish  the  Debates  ?  A  man 
may  become  a  bankrupt,  without  an^ 
blemish  to  his  character ;  nnd,  what  is 
more,  the  literary  and  political  turn  of 
mind,  which  may  eminently  fit  for  the 
taking  and  the  publishing  of  Debates,  majF 
havs  been  ths  Tsry  c»iim  of  his  fiylurt  jp 
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thoM  concerns,  ^hich  demand  qualities 
of  a  different  description.  How  many 
good,  how  many  excellent  men,  do  every 
ftBe  of  us  know,  who  have  been  Bankrupts, 
or,  at  least,  who,  without  any  dishonesty, 
either  in  act  or  intention,  have  been  una- 
ble to  pay  their  debts  ? Besides,  if  wc 

were  to  allow,  that  to  have  been  a  bank- 
rupt is  suiljcient  to  make  a  man  tor  ever 
afterward  an  object  of  contempt;  what 
Bankrupt  is  there,  who  has  any  thicg  to 
do  wit  a  the  taking  or  the  publishing  of 
Debates  ?  Where  will  I\  •.  Windham  find 
any  Bankrupts  amoiigst  tli^^i  ?  And  what 
right  could  he  have,  utile  ^  he  had  named 
the  parties,  to  declare  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  nation,  that  the  persons  who  had  to 
do  with  the  Debates  had  bankrupts  amongst 
them  ?  Can  he  point  out  any  one  man 
Amongst  them,  who  is,  or  ever  has  been  a 

bankrupt  ? Yes,  he  do^s  knau;  one ;  and, 

the  public  shall  now  have  an  opportunity 
of  judging  of  that  nice  sense  qffeeHng  and 
that  /ngh-mmdedness,  which  have  been 
thought  to  belong  to  Mr.  Windham's  cha- 
racter.  The  gentleman,  here  alluded 

to,  is  Mr.  Wright,  who  has  always  been 
the  sole  editor  and  part  proprietor  of  my 
Parliamentary  Debates,  which  have 
now,  under  his  ability  and  unwearied  at- 
tention, reached  to  14  Volumes,  the  exe- 
cution of  which  has  been  admired   by 

every  body  who  has  ever  seen  them. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  the  year  1801,  failed,  in 
the  trade  of  bookselling,  which  he  carried 
on  in  Piccadilly.  With  all  the  circum- 
stances of  that  failure  I  was  particularly 
acquainted.  He  was,  in  the  first  place, 
too  young  for  such  a  business ;  he  was  a 
batchelor ;  h^  took  more  delight  in  read- 
ing of  books  than  in  selling  of  tnem  ;  and, 
which  was  the  chief  cause  of  his  pecu- 
niary failure,  he,  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
bookseller  to  Messrs.  Canning,  Frere, 
Ellis,  and  the  other  Anti^Jacobins,  by 
whose  works,  though  such  a  puffing  was 
made  about  them,  he,  to  my  certain  know- 
ledge, lost  many  hundreds  of  pounds. 
His  Bankruptcy,  however,  was,  at  last,  to  be 
attributed  to  a  want  {^collecting  his  debts  : 
and,  if  nJl  had  been  managed,  as  in'such 
cases  things  never  are,  he  would  have  had 
more  than  sufficient  to  pay  every  farthing 
that  he  owed.  I,  who  was  one  of  his  credi- 
tors, was  BO  well  convinced  of  his  honoura- 
ble conduce  that,  finding  him  sued  by  one 
persen,  who  had  not  come  into  the  Hst,  I 
assisted  h'mi  through  that  difficulty ;  and, 
feeing  him  once  more  ready  to  begin  the 
world  afresh,  I  proposed  to  him  the  editing 


of  the  Parliamentary  Debates,  of  which 
we  have  now  continued  the  publication 
since  the  year  1803.  Since  that,  as  the 
public  well  know,  the  Paruamentary 
History  and  the  State  Trials  have  been 
undertaken  by  me,  towards  the  compiling 
of  the  former  of  which,  in  particular,  Mr. 

Wright  greatly  contributes. ^Was  it, 

then,  at  this  distance  of  time,  right  to  re- 
vive the  recollection  of  this  geutlemao's 
pecuniary  embarrassments,  not  only  with 
which,  bttt  with  the  whole  history  and  de- 
Uil  of  which  Mr.  Windham  was  perfectly 
acquainted  ?  It  could  not  be  a  slip  of  the 
tongue ;  for,  we  have  bankrupt  at  the  head 
of  the  list,  and  decayed  tradesman  at  the  end 
of  it.    Was  this  attack,  then,  manly  ?  Wa» 
it  liberal  ?   Does  the  reader  discover  in  it 
any  pf  that  tenderness  and  delicacy,  which 
Mr.  Windham  observes  towards  alledged 
corruptorsand  peculators? — Mr.  Wright 
is,  too,  a  person  so  well-known,  so  famed, 
if  I  may  use  the  word,  for  the  mildness  of 
his    manners,     for    his    inoffensive    and 
obliging  disposition.     Scores,  and,   I  be- 
lieve, I  may  say  hundreds,  of  the  mem« 
hers  of  the  two  Houses,  have  had  experi* 
enca  of  this  disposition;  and,  I  am  not 
afraid  to  appeal  to  any  one  of  them,  of 
any  party,  whether  he  has  not  always  found 
Mr.  Wright  ready  to  correct  any  error, 
and,    in  short,  ready  to  do  every  thing, 
which  appeared  necessary  to  the  making 
of  the  Debates  as  nearly  as  possible  a  re<» 
cord  of  what  actually  took  place  in  the 
House.     Through   the  whole  of  the   14 
volumes,  there  is  not  a  single  instance  of 
partiality;    and,  though   Mr.    Windham 
was  pleased  to  say,  that  he  "  rmderstoodP* 
the  publishers  of  debates  to  be  "  a  sort  of 
men,  who  would  give   into  corrupt   misre- 
presentations of  oppo^kc  sides,'*  Mr. Wright, 
though   he    has   frequently  been  ofTeretf 
money  for  the    inserting    of    partienlar 
speeches,  has  never  taken  ^  farthing  in  his 
life,  and  I  hereby  defy  any  one  to  say, 
that  be  ever  did,  orthat  a  farihing  was  evei* 
taken  by  any  one,  who  has  had  any  thing 

to  do  with  the  work. Is  the  public  to 

be  reminded,  then,  with  respect  to  such  a 
man,  that  he  was  once  a  Bankrupt?  Nay/ 
is  he  still  to  be  called  a  Bankrupt?  Is  a 
person,  who  once  fails  in  trade,  no  matter 
from  what  cause,  to  be  trodden  down  for 
ever  ?  Is  he,  if  he  happens,  as  is  the  case 
with  Mr.  Wright,  to  recover,  by  his  talents 
and  industry,  what  he  has  before  lost,  and 
to  be  in  a  fan-  way  of  passing  the  rest  of 
Kis  life  in  ease  and  respectability ;  is  be, 
in  such  acase^  to  be  twiu^d  with  his  formed 
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failure ;  ^d  is  the  public  eye,  ever-and- 
anon,  to  be  drawn  back  to  the  date  of  his  pe- 
cuniary distresses  ? — Still, however,  in  any 
cikcr  member  of  parliament;  nay,  in  almost 
any  other  man  in  thcaholexvorld,  Mr.  Wright 
might  have  forgiven  this  attack  ;  but,  in 

Mr.  Windham,  it  is  not  to  be  forgiven. • 

What  I  am  ndw  going  to  state  is  not  at 
all  necessary  to-  the  vindication  of  the 
character  of  Mr.  WHght,  vrhose  character 
t«  known^  to  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
public ;  but,  I  shall  state  it,  in  order  to 
enable  that  public  to  form  its  judg- 
ment upon  the  attack  on  that  charac- 
ter.  Be  it  known  to  the  public,  then, 

that,  of  all  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen, 
for  whom  Mr.  Wright  has  corrected  or 
inserted  Debates ;  of  all  the  persons,  whom 
he  has  cYcr  obliged  in  this  way,  he  never 
obliged  any  one  so  much  as  Mr.  Wind- 
ham ;  nay,  J  am  of  opinion,  that  he  .has 
done  more  to  oblige  Mr.  Windham  in  this 
way,  than  he  has  ever  done  to  oblige  all 
the  other  members  put   together.    This 
seems  hardly  credible ;  bat,  it  is  the  fact. 
This  gentleman,  who  carries  his  contempt 
of  the  "  traders"  in  debates  to  such  a 
height;    who,    to  hear  hiiti,  one  would 
think,  would  disdain  to  speak   to  them, 
much  less  to  have  recourse  to  their  assist- 
ance; fhi^  high-minded  gentleman,  this 
Mr.  Windham,  who  does  not  care  whether  his 
coastiiaents  know    what  is  passing  or  net ; 
this    same    gentleman    has    given    Mr. 
Wright  more  trouble   about  his  speeches 
than,  if  it  had  been  duly  paid  for,  would 
have  cost,  according  to  the  worth  of  Mr. 
Wright's  timc^vehurtdred  pounds.  Innu- 
merable are  the  times  that  he  has  sent 
for  this  **  f^ankrvpt"  to  his  house  to  Consult 
him  about  the  correcting  and  publishing  of 
his  speeches ;    Mr.  Wright  has  received, 
he  supposes,  two  hundred  notes  and  letters 
from  him  upon  the  subject  of  hid  speeches, 
made  at  dinerent  times;  and,  as  to  "  giving 
"  into  corrupt  misrepresentations,'^  so  far 
from  his  ever  having  witnessed  any  dis- 
position of  that  sort  in  Mr.  Wright,  we 
have,  both  of  us,  though  his*  speeches  gave 
vcrj^    great  trouble  and  put  us  to  con- 
tideraole  expence,  took  pleasure  in  hav- 
ing them  upon  record  as  full  as  possible. 
Ldtbe  Printer  (Mr.  Hansard's)  bill  for  the 
Berates  of  the  very  last  Session,  there  it 
^^  following  charge  against  us : 
"  Corrections,  Revises,  Slips,  &c. 
•'  &c.  of    Mr.  Windham's 
'•  Speeches  (various)  .     .  .if .9  1 1  0" 
Now,  observe,  reader,  not  the  printing 
•f  hit  Speeches^  ailer  he  bad  altered  them 


from  tl>e  news-papers,  or  written  them  out 
a-new ;  not,  the  printing,  but  the  aUeratiom 
made  by  Mr.  Windham  himself,  after  tljt 
speeches  had  been  printed  o&  upon.slip^ 
of  paper.  Mean  wretches,  as  he  chooses 
to  represent  us,  all  in  a  lump ;  and 
"  bankrupt"  as  Mr.  Wright  was  to  be 
still  called,  Mr.  Windham  never  heard  of 
this  charge  before  ;  no,  nor  of  any  other 
such  charge,  though  we  are  both  of  opi* 
nion,  and  1  state  it  as  a  truth,  of  which  we 
are  convinced,  that,  during  the  K  Vo- . 
luraes  of  Debates,  alteraiicns,  of  the  sort 
above-described,  made  with  Mr.  Wind- 
ham's own  hand,  upon  slips  sent  to  him. 
at  his  request,  and  without  any  possible 
view  of  gain  on  our  part,  have  cost  us  up- 
wards  of  Bcveitly  pounds, Mr.   Wright 

has  sent  him  j»ro^,and  even  revises  (that  is 
to  say,  second  proofs)  down  into  Norfolk ; 
and,  what  I  suspected,  but  did  not  know^ 
till  I  came  to  town,  the  publication  of  the 
last  Volume  of  Debates  was  delayed  for 

weeks,  in  order  solely  to  oblige  him 

The?e  facts,  while  they  enable  the  public 
to  judge  of  Mr.  Windham's  conduct  to- 
wards Mr.  Wright,  tvill  also  enable  then 
to  form  a  pretty -correct  estimate  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  ih2it  carelessness,  which  he  profess- 
ed  to  feel  as  to  what  became  of  his  speeches 
after  they  were  uttered.  But,  there  is 
still  a  fact  to  be  related,  which  will  place 
thi§  sincerity  in  a  very  nice  point  of  view;  ^ 
and  that  is  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Windham, 
who  has  such  a  contempt  for  the  Reporters 
and  the  Gallery,  has,  not  once  or  twice, 
but  many  times,  asked  this  ".  bankrupt," 
whether  be  was  well  heard  in  the  gailery; 
what  ifnpression  his  speech  produced;  and 
consulted  with  him  how  he  should  modu^ 
late  his  voice,  how  and  u^iere  he  should  stand, 
so  as  to  be  best  heard  in  the  gallery  ;  aye, 
in  the  gallery,  by  those  "  bankrupts,  loN 
"  tery-office-keepers,    footmen,   and    de- 

"  cayed  tradesmen!" Such  are  the 

facts. ^And  *'  he  did  not  knew  any  of 

"  the  conductors  of  the  press,  but  he  had 

*•  heard  about  them  !" The  comment 

I  leave  to  the  public ;  but,  I  cannot  help 
adding,  that  I  regard  this  attack  upon  the 
characters,  in  a  lump,  of  the  persons  con- 
nected with  the  press,  as  of  a  piece  with 
all  those  numerous  means,  which  since 
about  a  year  ago,  have  been  put  in  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  stifling  th^  press,  towards 
which  end  nothing  would  be  more  likely 
to  contribute,  than  the  creating  of  a  ge- 
neral belief,  that  we,  who  are  the  con- 
ductors of  the  press,  are,  without  dis-. 
crimiuation,  a  sst  of  worthless  wretches. 
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Upon  public  ground,  therefore,  as  well  as 
injustice  to  Mr.  Wkight  (the  attackupon 
whom  was  too  palpable  not  to  be  perceiv- 
ed by  every  one),  I  have  stated  the  above 
facts ;  and,  upon  public  ground  I  insert  the 
letter,  which  will  immediately  follow  this 
article,  and  which  will  be  found  we\\  wor« 
thy  of  the  reader's  attention.  I  am  told, 
that  the  author  of  it  is  a  young  gentleman 
of  very  amiable  character,  a  good  scholar, 
and  an  excellent  artist  into  the  bargain. 
And,  does  Mr.  Windham  suppose,  that 
such  men,  because  they  have  not  privilege 
of  parliament,  have  no  feelings?  Some 
persons  may  say :  "  it  is  ifnposaible,  that  he 
f'  should  mean  to  allude  to  Mr.  Wright." 
One  would  hope  so>  if  one  could ;  but, 
when  we,  in  looking  round,  can  find  no 
other  person,  at  all  connected  with  debate- 
publishing,  who  has  ever  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  a  Bankrupt,  we  must  conclude, 
either  that  he  meant  to  point  at  Mr. 
Wright,  or^  which  does  not  much  mend 
the  case,  that  the  charge  was  made  with- 
out the  least  consideration  as  to  any  fact 
in  support  of  it. 

W-.  COBBETT. 
London,  9th  Fe^.  1810. 

Mr.    Windham^s  Attack   upon  the 
Press. 

(From  the  Mommg  Post  qf  Feb.  8,  1810.; 

Sir — A  proper  jealousy  of  character, 
and  a  due  estimation  of  public  opinion, 
have  ever  been  considered  by  wise  and 
yirtuous  men  as  among  the  surest  indica- 
tions of  the  presence  of  wisdom  and  vir- 
tue. The  laudable  sensibility  which  you 
have  shewn  to  the  aspersions  of  Mr. 'Wind- 
ham on  the  Editors  of  the  London  News- 
fiapers,  and  my  long  experience  of  the 
iber^lity  of  your  mind,  justify  me  in  the 
conviction  that  you  will  allow  to  an  indivi- 
dual of  another  class,  which  has  incurred 
the  unmerited  censure  of  that  Gentleman, 
the  privilege  of  entering  his  protest  against 
the  justice  of  that  censure,  and  against  the 
accuracy  of  the  statements  upon  which  it 
was  supported.— Mr.  Windham  has 
thought  fit  publicly  to  characterise  the 
Reporters  of  Parliamentary  Debates  in 
terois  of  general  and  unqualified  repro- 
bation, too  gross  to  be  repeated,  and  as 
unibunded  in  truth  as  they  were  coarse 
and  illiberal  in  expression.  I  will  ven- 
ture to  assert,  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion by  any  one  who  knows  those  gentle- 
snen>  that  there  are  among  them  men  of 
as  respectable  birth, of  asliberal  education, 
ff  as  honourable  principles^  and  of  as  fair 


fame,  in  the  comparatively  limited  circle  in 
which  they  move,  as  their  accuser  himself, 
with  all  those  adventitious  advantages 
which  the  possession  of  wealth  may  hajre 
aflS)rded  him.  It  is  rather  too  much  when 
an  individual  such  as  I  have  described, 
preferring  honourable  and  vigorous  exer- 
tion to  ignoble  idleness,  has  been  daily 
and  nightly  toiling  in  the  execution  of  a 
task  ot  the  highest  interest  to  the  public; 
and  who  in  the  faithful  execution  of  thst 
painf\il  task  (equally  barraasing  to  the 
mind  and  to  the  body)  enjoys,  as  the  sole 
satisfaction  for  a  shattered  constitution, 
the  consciousness  of  deserving  well  of  his 
country — it  is  rather  too  much  for  such 
an  individual,  so  circumstanced,  to  hear  a 
member  of  that  bouse  of  parliament, 
whose  proceedings  it  has  been  nis  anxious 
wish  and  endeavour  accurately  to  convey 
to  their  constituents,  speak  of  him  in  lan- 
guage, the  bare  recollection  of  which 
raises  in  my  cheek  the  blush  of  shame 
and  indignation.  I  appeal  to  my  country* 
men  whether  it  is  consonant  to  the  gene- 
rosity and  courage  of  Englishmen  to  at- 
tack any  man  under  circumstances  in 
which  the  assailant  is  assured  of  impunity? 
Protected  by  the  privileges  of  the  Hoasa- 
of  Comqions — privileges  which  "^.^ 
respects  more  than  myself — Mr.  Wind- 
ham has  ventured  to  describe  us  ^^  * 
worthless  and  a  venal  set  of  men.  bir,  J 
call  upon  him  to  prove  his  assertion,  i 
call  upon  him  to  adduce  an  ^i**^**^^^ 
that  venality.  Let  us  have  facts,  not 
inuendoes.  I  will  set  the  honourable 
gentleman  an  example.  I  will  *^^  * 
transaction  which  occurred  at  no  vciy 
distant  period  ;  and  the  truth  of  my  s^ 
ment  I  am  prepared  to  establish  m  ^J 
way  that  may  be  demanded  of  nae. 
member  of  the  present  house  of  commons 
(a  gentleman  of  whom  I  am  sure  1  am  no^ 
disposed  to  say  any  thing  at  all  ^.**^®*^L^ 
ful)  sent  me  a  note,  during  an  '^^^^^ 
debate,  iutimatine  that  he  was  about 
'^  •     •  '  requesting  ibat.* 

attention  to 


address  the  house,  and  requesting  ^^  ^ 


would 


pay 


«^v«..%.   y^j    particular    «.. ,    ^^ 

speech;  adding  that  he  would  ^'^^^ 
a  handsome  pecuniary  ack"^^  ,^^-tii 
for  my  trouble.     It  was  not  difficnUtori^ 

honest  man  to  decide  how  to*^*^°*^er* 
occasion.  To  the  note  I  gave  "®,*°^cb 
and  to  the  honourable  gentleman  ^^.^j^ 
I  paid  precisely  that  attention  to  ww^jj^^ 
the  exercise  of  my  judgment,  ^^  to 
discharge  of  my  duty  to  yoo>  Sir,  ^^^ 
the  public,  it  appeared  to  xae  ^r;  g^. 
tied.— The  next  day  the  honourable  m  ^ 
ber  inclosed  (o  me   a  check  op" 
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banker.     This  I  instantly  returned,  ac- 
companied by  a  few  lines,  in  which  I  ob- 
served that  he  had  entirely  mistaken  my 
character,  and  I  firmly  belicTed  the  cha- 
racter of  all  my  coadjutors,  if  he  imagined 
that  we  were  to  be  influenced  in  the  per- 
formance of  that  which  we  conceived  to 
be  a  public  duty  by  any  private  conside- 
ration.    My  correspondent  then  came  up 
to  the  gallery,  and  we  had  a  short  conver- 
sation, in  which  I  frankly  expressed  my 
sentjmenu  on  the  subject,  and  which  ter- 
minated by  a  polite  acknowledgment  on 
his  part  ot  my   disinterestedness.     Jo  a 
gentleman,  the  Reporter  of  another  Paper, 
ibis  hon.  member  made  a  similar  applica- 
tion, and  from  h'lm  he  experienced  a  simi- 
lar line  of  conduct.      Now,  Sir,  to  the  ge- 
neral charge  of  Tenality,  here  are  in  reply 
two  particular  proofs  of  the  contrary.    Let 
Mr.  Windham  bring  a  fact  in  answer  to 
them ;    and  I  assure  him  that  I  will  be  as 
ready  as  himself  to  attach  to  the  person  on 
whom  be  can  fasten  it  the  odium  which  he 
deserves.      But,  even  in  that  case,  a  case 
t^e  exliftence  of  which  I  at  present  totally 
disbelieve,  Mr.  Windham,  in  the  opinion 
of  every  rational  and  generous  man,  will 
remam  unjustified  for  having  visited  the 
not  of  an  individual  upon  a  whole  profes- 
sion;   and  for  having  given  to  many^  a 
manly   and  independent  mind  the  pain 
wkich  tiiose  who  are  desirous  of  preserv- 
ing ihe  good  opinion  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, must  feel  at  an  attack  so  virulent  and 

nnprovokcd.— ^As  to  the  manner  in 

which  the  task  assigned  to  Parliamentary 
Reporters  is  executed,  you  will,  perhaps. 
Sir,  permit  me  to  say,  that  when  the  pe- 
culiar inconveniencies  to  which  those  gen- 
tlemen are  subject  are  considered,  depriv- 
ed as  tbey  are  of  those  facilities  which 
could  so  easily  be  afforded  them^  and 
even  compelled  to  struggle  for  their  situa- 
tions in  the  gallery  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons with  tbe  herd  of  common  and  com- 
paratively uninterested  strangers  who  fre- 
<{oent  it,  the  accuracy  of  their  Reports  is  a 
matter  of  surprise,  and,  I  will  be  bold  to 
add,  ought  to  be  one  of  general  gratitude. 
That  these  Reports  are  free  from  error^ 
nobody  will  assert;  but  that  they  are 
much  more  correct  than  under  the  clisad- 
vantageous  circumstances  of  every  descrip- 
tkm  in  which  they  aie  composed  could 
possibly  be  expected,  every  candid  man 
most  willingly  allow.— I  am.  Sir,  your 
•bedient  bumble  servant, 

A  RspaoTBR  OF  Parliamentary 
Debates  POR  the 

MARKING  Post. 
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COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Twelfth^  Thirteenth,  and  Four- 
teenth  Volumes  of  the  above  Work,  com- 
prising the  Proceedinffs  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  during  the  last  Session,  ar« 
ready  for  delivery.  Complete  sets  from 
the  Commencement  in  the  Year  lb03^ 
may  still  be  bad  of  the  Publishers. 

%♦  All  CommunkatiOtu  for  the  Parlia^ 
mttuaty  Debates  loiil  be  car^ty  attended  to; 
but  it  is  particularly  requested  thai  thof  may 
be  transmitted  to  the  Publishers  with  the  least 
possible  dek^. 


LORD  GAMBIER. 

Lord  CocHRANs's  Repfy-^fContumed 
from  p.  192.; 

Q,  Did  you  know  previous  to  the  1 2th 
of  April,  of  any  anchorage  above  the 
Boyart-shoal  and  near  the  Palles  «hoa!, 
for  line  of  battle  ships  out  of  range  of 
the  enemy's  shells  ? — A.  I  knew  of  no  an- 
cborage.—- i^.  Have  yoo  acquired  a  know* 
ledge  of  any  such  since  ?— i<.  I  have  not. 
— S.  M  ere  you  in  the  road  of  Aix,  after 
the  British  ships  were  placed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attacking  the  enemy? — A,  No. 
So  much  for  this  gentleman's  knowledgt 
of  that  to  which  he  positively  swears. — 
Now,  Sir  ;  let  us  see  Mr.  Stokes's  evidence, 
on  this  head.  '*  He  does  not  know  the  dis* 
tance  between  the  sands  from  his  own 
soundings,"  yet  he  positively  swears  that 
*'  the  space  for  anchorage  is  much  con6ned, 
and  the  water  round  it  shoal,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  large  ships,  and  that  the  Channel  is 
very  narrow.*' — Why,  Sir,  even  by  his  fa- 
bricated chart,  which  he  says  he  copied 
from  the  Neptune  Francois,  the  channel  is 
a  mile  wide,  and  neither  bank  or  shoal  be- 
tween where  our  fleet  lay  and  the  Cassard 
and  Foudroyant,  which  he  has  very  inju- 
riously contrived  to  put  in  a  comer,  a  mile 
distant  from  Aix,  though  in  his  evidence 
he  swears  they  were  only  one  third  of  the 
distance,  and  here  is  his  deposition.— ''The 
Cassard  and  Foudroyant  t>oth  lay  afloat, 
the  Cassard  one  third  of  a  mile  from  Aix, 
the  Foudroyant  three  cables  length  astern 
of  her." — The  reason.  Sir,  for  makmg  a 
corner  between  two  shoals,  and  puttmg 
them  in  it,  was  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  getting  under  their  sterns  and  between 
them  and  the  ships  on  shore,  which,  Mr, 
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Stokes  has  swoni,  *'  lay  on  the  Western  part 
of  the  Palles  sbovi),  the  three  decker  on 
the  North  West  edge  of  the  Pal  lea  shoal, 
with  her  broad  side  flanking  the  passage, 
the  N.  W.  part  nearest  to  the  deep  wa- 
ter/' although  in  his  fabricated  chart  he 
has  transported  them  from  the  N.  W.  part 
nearest  to  the  deep  water,   to  the  S.  E. 
side  farthest  from  the  deep  water  beyond 
die  Tonnere,  where  he  says  they  "  never 
could  have  been  got  at  for  the  shot  to 
reach."     This  chart,  it  is  affirmed  by  Mr. 
Stokes,  is  taken  from  the   Neptune,    but 
the  space  i»  contracted  to  about  one  third 
of  its  size.   For  what  reason.  Sir,  could  this 
be  done,  but  to  induce  a  belief  of  the  "un- 
warrantable peril/'  to  which  his  Majesty's 
4hips  would  have  been  exposed.  Mr.  Stckes 
confessed  on  his  examination  his  i«;norance 
of  the  distance  between  ihesomid$,and  yet 
presumed  to  deliver  to  the  Court  a  chart, 
not,  of  the  scale  of  the  Neptune  Francois, 
of  which,  it  professed  to  be  a  copy.     And 
to  crown  all.  Sir,  afler  having  sworn  that  it 
was  a  chart,  of  the  position  of  the  enemy's 
ships,  on,  and  previous  to  the  12th  April, 
he,  on  a  subsequent  day,  when  asked  by  the 
President,  who  observed  that  ''  the  Ocean 
was   not  marked   on  thei   12tb,   she  was 
maiked  on  the  1 3th,"  afterwards  positively 
swears  that  the  only  ships  marked  on  this 
foul  fabrication,  "  are  the  ships  ihat  wei-e 
destroyed."     Yet  inadvertently  several  of- 
fice rs  have  spoken  to  this  chart  as  correct, 
and  somo  have  even  deposed,  that  it  wa^ 
impossible  to  pass  under  the  stern  of  the 
Foudroyant,  between  her  and  the  bank, 
although,    she    was    seven    miles    from 
them,  liud  the  bank,  from  nine,  to  ihir- 
tcvn    feel,    under    water.      I    trust.   Sir, 
this  is  sufficient^  all   this  I  can   prove  to 
the  world  by  the  testimony  given  by  the 
witnesses     themselves.       Another    naval 
member  opposite  has  offered  to  prove  a 
I'act  which,  he  must  do  me  the  justice  to 
owTi,  is  not  within  his  own  knowledge — 
That  I  was  to  blame  for  the  failure  of  the 
jire  ships ;  and  he  states,  first,  that  the  ex- 
plosion  vessel  was  a  signal   to  the  fire 
chips,  and  next,  that  shp  was  improperly 
/exploded.     Now,  Sir,  this  gives  me  an  op- 
portunity to  remark  again  on  the  conduct 
of  the  Court    How  rigorous,  as  to  the  law 
on  one  side,  and  how  lax  on  the  other. 
Lord  Gajnbier,too,  has  asserted  that^  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  undertaken 
to  prove,  but  his  Lordship  did  not  prove 
it,  and  I  will  ielf^  toe  House  why  he  did 
not  prove  it,  because  the  explosion  vessel 
vat  Ao  tifpasl  to  the  fire  ships.     Orders 


.  written   out   by   me,  were  dcli^ 
,  Lord  Gamhier  in  the  cabin  of 


delivered  by 
the  Cale- 
donia, directing   quite  the  contrary— Or- 
dering them  to  use  their  discretion  as  to 
the  time  when   they  were  to  be  kindled, 
and  had  the  state  of  the  weather  render- 
ed it  practicable  to  couple  them  together, 
the  senior  officer  of  each  divi<!ion  of  four^ 
was  to  shew  a  lanthorn,  or  a  false  fire,  to 
direct,  whether,  the  long,  or  short  fusei  wcrt 
to  be  kindled. — And  an  acknowledgment 
ofthe  de  livery  ofihese  Orders  will  be  found 
in  Lord  Gambier's  Official  Letter,  I  think 
of  the  1 0th  of  May.    The  Court,  however, 
refused  to  receive  this  document  which  I 
ofTered  to  them,  because,  they  said  it  was 
not  relevant  to  the  charge,  although  th« 
Court,   had  not  only  sufTered  Lord  Gam- 
bier  to  make  the  assertion,  but  had  them- 
selves examined  several  witnesses  to  the 
point-    So  far,  Sir,  from  the  explosion  bar- 
ing been  a  signal  for  the  tire  ships  to  kindle, 
the  fire  ships  were,  by  their  written  ordei"s, 
to  go  in,  ni  three  divisions,  each  half  a 
mile  apart,  and  the  exj>losion  vessels  half 
a  mile  a  head  of  them.     Thus  much  for  the 
signal,  and  for  the   impartiality  of  the 
Court.     Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  place  in  which 
the  vessel    cxj  !oded  ;    and   Mr.  Fairfax, 
one  of  the  fabricators  of  the  chart,  is  the 
only  person  examined  to  this  point;  he, 
Sir,   notwithstanding  that  he  has  sworn 
that  she  blew  up  within  two  Cables  len^h 
of  the  Lyra,  has  a  remark, a  little  unfortu- 
nate, on  a  chart  or  in  a  letter,  I  do  hot  re- 
member which,  in  the  Naval  Chronicle 
(I  think  of  July) :  "  the  French  frigate  (F.) 
cut  or  slipped  before  the  fire  ships  cot  to 
where  they  were  set  fire  to  /'  the  tact  is, 
Sir,  the  explosion  vessel  blew  up  close  ta 
her. — r submit  to  this  house — many  of  the 
members  are  military  men,  and  all  are  ca- 
pable to  judge  of  the  fact,  whether  one 
hundred  barrels  of  powder,  covered  with 
shells,  and  at  least  a  thousand  grenades, 
would  not  have  destroyed  the  Lyra,  ii  ex* 
ploded;  within   two   cables  length.    T^^ 
Court,  indeed,  asked  Mr.  Fairfax  "where 
he  was  when  she  blew   up,*'  and  he  an- 
swered, ''In  the  Lyra.'*-^In  the  Lyra,  Sir, 
was  his'answer;  the  Court  did  not  puU 
question  on  the  minutes,  Was  you  on  deck 
in  the  Lyra }     If  I  could  make  use  of  notes 
which  I  had  taken,  I  might  submit  also  to 
this  House,  whether,  a  man  who  was  be- 
low, at  the  explosion  of  the  first  pa^  o» 
100  bjirrds  of  powder,  could  get  on  deck 
to  see  the  second  part  exploded,    l^^ 
Gambler's  defence  was  full  of  accusation! 
against  m«.    Evidences  were  txamined  t# 
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prove  these,  tlioagh  they  did  not  relate  in 
tnj  way  to  the  charge,  and  I  was  not  suf- 
fered to  ask  one  single  question  to  refute 
them,  or  to  be  present  when  the  defence 
was  read.  Sir,  1  was  even  sent  out  of 
Coart,  and  denied  the  privilege  of  hearing 
it,alihough,  when  an  evidence  on  the  late 
trial  of  a  member  of  this  House,  I  was  sent 
for.— If,  Sir,  there  were  no  other  reasons 
for  the  production  of  the  Minutes  which  I 
have  called  for,  but  that  1  am  now  put 
upon  my  defence  :  that  accusations  are 
maffe,  which,  injustice  to  my  feelings,  and 
my'character,  I  must  refute,  I  humbly 
sabmit  to  this  House,  that  in  justice  to  me 
they  ought  now  to  be  produced,  and  I 
tTQst,  Sir,  that  for  reasons  more  important 
to  the  country  they  will  not  be  refused  ; 
that  this  House  will  not  shut  their  eyes 
and  go  blindfold  to  the  vote.  If  so,  the 
coontry  must — ^w^ill  not  follow  their  ex- 
^ple.  Sir,  I  shall  not  deUtn  the  House 
longer  than  to  re-assert  all  that  I  have 
pledged  myself  to  prove,  and  stake  every 
thing  that  is  valuable  to  man  on  the  issue. 
If  the  Minutes  are  granted,  I  sh,\ll  expose 
tnch  a  scene,  as  will,  perhaps,  make  my 
country  tremble  for  its  safety.  I  intreat 
the  House  well  to  consider,  that  there  is  a 
tribunal  to  which  it  is  answerable,  that  of 
posterty,  which  will  try  all  our  actions, 
and  judge  impartially. 

EAST  INDIA  COMPANY. 

Sir;— The  measures,  which  are  said  to 
he  in  agitation  between  Government  and 
the  Company,  make  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  Public  should  be  reminded 
of  the  state  of  the  transactions  betwixt 
those  parties  for  some  years  past. 

Series  of  Facts. 

I.  The  mode  established  and  pui-sued 
by  Lord  Melville,  Lord  Castiereagh,  aAd 
wird  Morpeth,  for  bringing  before  the 
House  of  Commons  a  regular  State  of  the 
Company's  Affairs,  was  by  the  production 
^  an  annual  Budget,  with  all  the  accounts 
^hat  belonged  to  it,  both^  at  home  and 
abroad,  on  the  professed  principle  and  for 
"^e  declared  purpose  of  the  greatest  possible 

^  This  form  of  proceeding  was  aban- 
aon«d  by  Mr.  Robert  Dundas,  in  the  year 
|S07, because  the  then  actual  state  of  the 
^pany^s  afiairs  required  another  mode 
winvtsugation. 

^'  As  the  Company's  distresses,  how- 


ever, were  very  pressing,  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament was  past,  to  enable  them  to 
borrow  two  millions  on  their  Bonds,  with- 
out any  previous  examination  of  their  ac- 
cuutits,  buL  with  the  strongest  declarations 
on  tne  part  of  his  Majesty  s  Ministers  that 
the  Public  was  not  bound  or  pledged,  in 
any  sense  or  shape,  to  answer  tor  this 
Loan. 

4.  On  the  7th  ofAugust  1807,  the  House 
of  Commons  resolved,  "  That  ibis  Housft 
*'  will  take  into  consideration,  fearly  in  tht 
*'  next  session  of  Parliament,  the  accounti 
'^  presented  to  this  House  on  the  10th  and 
"  18th  days  of  July  last,  respecting  the 
"  Revenues  and  Charges,  and  the  Coinmer* 
"  cial  concerns  of  the  East  India  Com« 
"  pany." 

5.  The  earliest  day,  that  could  be  found 
for  this  promised  investigation,  was  the 
nth  of  March,  180S,  when  a  select  Com-, 
mittee  was  appointed  *f  to  inquire  into  the 
'*  present  state  of  the  aftkira  of  the  East 
'?  India  Company,  and  to  report  the  same^ 
"  as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  House, 
•'  with  their  observations  thereupon.'' 

(5.  The  first  document  laid  before  the 
Committee,  dated  1  April,  1808,  and  which 
is  not  yet  made  public,  was  an  Exposition 
of  the  whole  State  of  the  Company's  Af- 
fairs by  the  Court  of  Directors  themseWes, 
including  the  foreign  as  well  as  the  home 
account.  From  the  1  Itk  •f  March  to  the 
2;0th  of  April,  the  Committee  made  no  re« 
port.  On  that  day,  a  Petition  was  pre* 
sented  to  the  House  itself,  from  the  Indie 
Company,  praying  for  immediate  relief, 
and  stating  reasons  for  their  not  having^ 
been  able  to  prepare  such  Petition  before 
thp  26th  of  April. 

7.  This  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Se* 
Icct  Committee,  with  a  general  instruction 
"  to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  to 
"  report  the  same,  as^it  should  appear  to 
'*  them,  to  the  House ;"  but  not  sepa- 
rately  from  the  whole  subject  of  inquiry- 
committed  to  them. 

8.  Their  first  and  only  report  was  not 
made  till  the  26th  of  May,  and  the  printed 
copies  of  it  not  delivered  to  the  Members 
until  the  8  th  of  June.  All  these  una  void* 
able  delays  ended  in  a  conclusion,  which, 
undoubtedly,  could  net  have  been  fore- 
seen, videlicet,  That  whenever  the  report 
was  taken  into  tettsideration.  It  would  be 
in  an  empty  HetM,  ^  attended  only  by 
those,  whom  it  concerned. 

9.  These,  it  was  said,  were  Indian  ques- 
tions, which  very  few  could  understand. 
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and  nobody  would  attend  to.  Nothing 
was  in  agitation^  but  the  payment  of  a  debt 
of  a  million  r.nd  a  half  to  the  India  Com- 
pany out  of  the  public  purse,  and  the  pub- 
lic had  nothing  to  do  with  it !  It  was  not 
an  English  question.  Nothing,  at  least, 
can  be  more  indisputable,  than  that  the 
grounds  of  the  Company's  claim  to  the 
payment  of  a  million  and  a  half,  supported 
by  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee,  are 
not  at  all  understood. 

10.  From  that  hour  to  this,  we  have 
heard  no  more  of  the  India  Company  in 
Parliament.  There  has  been  no  Budget 
from  the  Board  of  Conlroul,  nor  Report 
from  the  Select  Committee,  expressly  ap- 
pointed in  March  1808,  to  inquire  inio  the 
fcitate  of  the  Company's  Aflaiis,  and  tore- 
port  the  same.  And  even  the  £xpositit>n 
of  that  State,  dcawn  up  by  the  Court  of 
Directors,  has  been  withheld  not  only  from 
the  Public,  but  even  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Purse,  x)ut  of  which  the  last 
million  and  a  half  was  given  to  the  said 
Company. — ^We  are  now  in  February, 
1810,  and  the  Company's  Charter  is  going 
to  be  renewed.  But,  instead  of  paying 
fbr  it,  as  other  Corporate  Bodies  have 
usually  done  for  every  renewal  of  an  ex- 
clusive privilege,  it  is  actually  said  to  be 
agreed  that  the  Public  shall  lend  or  give 
them  two  millions  more  this  year,  to  en- 
mble  them  to  gp  on  with  their  monopoly  ; 
that  is,  to  enable  a  merchant  to  continue 
to  divide  10|  percent,  without  assets,  on 
an  ideal  capital,  of  which  there  does  not 
exist  one  sixpence  in  this  world;  and 
also  to  help  them  to  export  a  million  every 
year  in  gold  and  silver  to  China  and  India, 
as  they  have  done  for  many  years ! — Of 
tlie  House  of  Commons,  generally,  it  is  in 
vain  to  say  any  thing,  except  that  they 
are  the  Trustees  of  the  People,  whom  they 
tax.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself 
with  asking,  in  the  emphatic  words  of  Sir 
Philip  Francis*,  "  Has  the  House  of 
*'  C-ommoiis  a  moral  right,  does  it  possess  a 
"  constitutional  competence,  does  it  fall 
V  within  the  limits  of  any  rational  idea  of 
^  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  to  feed  the 
''wants  and  support  the  existence  of  a 
«  mercantile  corporation  out  of  the  public 
•/purse?" — By -others  it  is  said,  and  it 
may  possibly  be  true,  that  the  two  millions, 
^hich  the  Company  arf  going  to  receive, 
are  not  to  be  giva^i  thfui  by  a  grant  of 
Parliament,  but  that  they  are  to  apply  for 

*  Letterto  Lord  Howict  Ut  July,  1807. 


an  act  to  enable  them  to  borrow,  so  many 
millions  on  their  bonds.  ^  Supposing  this 
to  be  the  case,  it  me  nils  the  matter  vtry 
little.  The  money  still  is  raised  on  tlie 
Public,  and  so  much  more  of  the  Com- 
pany's paper  is  to  be  forced  into  circula- 
tion. The  vthole  of  this  question  wai 
slightly  argued  about  three  years  ago,  on 
occasion  of  the  former  Loan.  Oo  the  part 
of  the  Company,  it  w  as  said  that  tb^yiiad 
a  right  to  raise  money  on  their  own  credit, 
that  it  concerned  nobody  bat  iheinsehei, 
and  that  Parliament  had  no  right  to  re- 
strain them.  Ou  the  other  side  it  was 
stated  that,  in  that  very  year,  ending  io 
March,  1808,  by  their  own  estimate,  the 
domestic  Balance  against  them,  thfit  istbl 
excess  of  their  payments  beyond  their  re- 
ceipts here  in  Lcadenhall  Street,  would 
amount  to  2,2 1  $,790L  and  that,  with  a  si- 
milar deficit  far  several  years  together, 
and  saved  only  from  avowed  bankruptcy 
by  new  Loans,  and  Grants  from  Parliament, 
they  continued  to  vote  themselves  a  regu- 
lar dividend  of  lOj^  per  Cent;— that,  in 
favour  of  the  Proprietors,  the  act  of  1793 
gave  them  a  precedence  in  the  application 
oF  the  profits  of  the  company  in  England* 
and  allowed  them  to  begin  with  their  own 
dividend.  Out  of  what  Fmid?  Outofth% 
oet  proceeds  of  their  sales  at  home,  and  no 
other.  It  follows  then  that  any  dividend 
out  of  money  borrowed,  or  from  any  fund 
but  the  net  proceeds^  is  not  only  frau- 
dulent on  the  face  of  it,  but  against  law.-- 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  and  others  will  be 
ready,  as  they  always  have  been,  to  de- 
clare that  the  lenders  of  the  two  roilHoj* 
on  the  security  of  the  Company's  credit, 
would  have  no  claim  on  the  Public,  and 
with  this  help  the  measure  will  be  carried 
again  as  it  was  before.  The  declaratiow 
of  individuals,  besides  being  open  to  dis- 
pute and  explanation^  bind  nobody  p"^ 
themselves,  and  are  conclusive  of  no  opinion 
but  their  own.  On  the  other  side,  the 
creditors  will  plead  an  Act  of  the  Legw- 
lature,  whose  meaning  is  made  known  by 
their  acts  or  resolutions,  and  not  by  thed«* 
bates  in  cither  House.  Supposing  toe 
borrower  to  be  insolvent,  the  lenders  wiH 
resort  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  reli^i 
with  a  plea,  which  it  will  be  very  easyW 
reject,  but  verv  diflTicuIt  to  answer.  ^"^X 
will  say  that  they  confided  in  the  care  oi 
that  Honourable  House,  that  it  would  noj 
have  ailowcd  the  Company  to  raise  mon^ 
on  the  community,  without .  a.  **^.^^ 
knowledge,  derived  from  a  strict  exaffl^a- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ill] 


FEBRUARY  I0>  isW.—Mr.  WardU. 


[fl9 


f; 


IIjd  of  their  accocinU,  that  they  had  a  suffi- 
cient tecority  to  give,  and  that  their  credi- 
tors would  be  safe.  They  will  tell  the 
Hou^e  of  Commons,  "  In  this  cnse  more 
•*  than  any  other,  because  the  India  Com- 
^  pany  is  perpetually  under  the  inspection 
"  of  Parliament,  you  are  the  Inquest  and 
"  Guardian  of  the  Country :  Whatever  you 
"permit  you  sanction.  We  should  not 
"have  lent  a  shilling  on  the  Company's 
*  Bonds,  without  Jour  Indorsement." 
VArmryb,  1810.  X.  X.  X. 


THANKS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  LONDON 
TO  MR.  WARDLE. 


On  Tuesday,  January  30,  Ma.  Wardle 
attended  at  Guildhall,  to  receive  the 
Thanks,  and  the  Freedom  of  the  City,  in  a 
[old  box,  of  the  value  of  100  guineas,  voted 
m  by  the  Corporation,  for  his  able  and 
patriotic  conduct  in  the  House  of  Coni- 
mons,  in  bringing  forward  Charges  against 
the  late  Commander-in-Chief.  He  was 
introduced  to  the  Chamberlain  by  Mr. 
Aldirman  (Sroodbehere  and  Mr.  Waithman 
(the  mover  and  seconder)  attended  by 
KYcral  of  the  Livery,  who  received  him 
in  thd  politest  manner.— After  administer- 
ing the  oath,  Mr.  Chamberlain  addressed 
him  in  the  following  words : — 

GwYLLiM  Lloyd  Wardle,  Esq.— I  give 
yoijoy,and,  in  the  name  of  the  right  hon. 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
moners of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common 
Council  assembled,  and  agreeable  to  their 
unanimous  Resolution,  admit  you  to  the 
Freedom  of  the  Metropolis  of  the  British 
Empire.— The  Court  has  likewise  unani- 
moo^ly  resolved,  that  you  having,  unawed 
hy  ministerial  threats,  exhibited  serious 
Charges  against  the  late  Commander-in- 
Chief,  which  have  been  clearly  substanti- 
ated, and  which  have  in  fact  induced  his 
Royal  Highness  to  resign  a  situation^  of 
*hich,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  he  is 
'uiworthy,  are  entitled  to  the  esteem  and 
plitude  of  this  Court  and  the  Cbunti'y.— - 
*«n,  therefore,  Sir,  to  return  you  the 
Thanks  of  the  Court,  together  with  a  Me- 
■jorial  of  your  admission  to  the  Freedom 
w  this  City,  in  a  gold  box,  of  the  value  of 
|00  guineas,  in  grateful  testimony  of  the 
J>gh  sense  they  entertain  of  the  zeal,  in- 
w'^pSdity,  and  patriotism,  which  arc  so  emi- 
^wy  evinced  in  that  arduous  and  landa- 
We  ondcrtakinff.— The  Coart  having  fo 
cxpreswd  their  sense  of  th«  impor- 


tance  of  the  late  Investigation,  and  of 
your  meritorious  conduct  and  perseverance* 
there  is  njilhing  left  for  me  to  add  upon 
that  subject :  but.  Sir,  allow  me  to  express 
a  wish  for  your  liealth  and  happiness,  and 
that  you  may  live  to  witness  the  good 
which  we  may  hope  will  result  from  youf 
exertions;  and  may  mankind  in  general, 
and  especially  those  of  exalted  rank,  and 
in  confidential  situations,  be  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  truth  of  what  has  been 
declared  by  the  prince  of  historians,  that 

Mulier  amissa  padicitia  bauil  alia  abncicrit. 

Mr.  Wardle  then,  on  receiving  a  copy 
of  the  Thanks  and  the  Box  from  tht 
Chamberlain,  addressed  him  .as  follows: — 

Sib — With  sentiments  of  the  higheit 
respect  and  gratitude,  I  accept  the  Free- 
dom of  the  City  of  London.  I  am  little 
capable  of  saying  how  much  I  feel  honour- 
ed by  so  high  and  proud  a  mark  of  dis- 
tinction :  for,  however  strong  my  nervet 
may  be,  when  my  duty  calls  me  forth  in 
defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  tho 
people;  still  when  so  highly  respected  a 
portion  of  that  people  are  conferring  upon 
me  such  an  invaluable  pledge  of  their  an* 
probation,  I  feel  myself  uneqiml  to  a© 
more  than  offer  my  plain,  but  heartfelt 
thanks.  And  yet.  Sir,  it  is  sot  alone  thif 
mark  of  favour  that  lam  bound  to  acknow- 
ledge ;  but  I  have  also  to  express  my 
gratitude  for  that  uniform  and  steady- 
support  given  me  by  the  Citizens  -of  Lon- 
don, during  the  progress  of  tho4e  unexam- 
pled attacks  that  have  been  made  upon 
me,  in  consequence  of  that  very  conadet 
which  has  been  so  distinguished  by  their 
approbation.  That  support.  Sir,  has  ena^ 
bled  me  successfully  to  defend  myself 
against  my  enemies— the  enemies  of  every 
public  man  who  dares  to  expose  and  at^ 
tack  corruption.  By  continuing  to  expose 
and  attack  it,  wherever  it  may  offer  itself, 
I  trust  to  having  continued  to  me  the  con- 
fidence and  support  of  the  first  City  in  tht 
World  ! — It  is  no  small  satisfactionf  to  me^ 
to  receive  my  Freedom,  during  the  Mayor- 
alty of  a  Gentleman,  who  has  already 
shewn  himself  the  firm  friend  of  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  of  our 
excellent  Constitution — such  as  it  once 
was ;  and  such  as,  I  trust,  it  once  mort 
will  be  !— To  you.  Sir,  for  the  handsome 
and  flattering  manner  in  which  you  hav« 
conferred  this  high  honour  upon  me,  much 
is  due ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  thank  yo« 
kindly. 
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OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

J|m£Rican  Dispute.. — Correspondence,  be- 
tween Mr.  R.  Smith,  ilie  American  Secre- 
twry  qf  Suae,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Jackson, 
the  English  Envoy,  ipc,  8fc. 

MR.  SMITH  TO  MR.  PINKNEY. 

CConiinuedframp.  160.) 

^he  British  Government  ought  not  to  have 
made  such  a  proposition ;  because  it  not 
only,  like  others,  naturalizes  aliens,  but  in 
relation  to  the  United  .States  has  eren  re- 
fused to  discharge  from  the  British  service 
native  citizens  of  the  United  States  invo- 
luntarily detained.  If  an  American  sea- 
man has  resided  in  Great  Britain,  or  has 
married  therein,  or  has  accepted  a  bounty 
in  her  naval  service,  his  discharge  there- 
from, on  the  regular  application  to  the 
British  Government,  has  been  invariably 
refused  by  its  Board  of  Admiralty.  This 
I  state  on  the  authority  of  the  official  re- 
ports made  to  this  department. — It  is, 
therefore,  truly  astonishing,  that,  with  a 
knowledge  of  these  facts,  such  a  preten- 
sion should  have  been  advanced  at  all : 
but,  above  all,  that  it  should  have  been 
made  a  sine  qua  non  to  an  act  ofplain  jus- 
tice, already  so  long  delayed.  This  is  the 
more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  omen  does 
not  favour  the  belief  we  would  willingly 
cherish,  that  no  predetermination  exists  in 
,  the  Councils  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  irre- 
conciliable  to  an  amicable  arrangement  of 
an  affair,  which,  affecting  so  deeply  the 
honour  of  the  United  States,  must  precede 
a  general  regulation  of  th^  mutual  inter- 
ests of  the  two  countries.— Afier  the  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Jackson  was  termi- 
nated, two  notes,  of  which  copies  are  here- 
with sent  to  you,  were  presented  to  me  in 
the  name  and  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Oakley, 
the  British  Secretary  of  Legation.— The 
first  requested  a  document,  having  the  ef- 
fect of  a  special  passport  or  safeguard  to 
Mr.  Jackson  and  his  family  during  their 
•tay  in  the  United  States.  As  the  laws  of 
this  country  allow  an  unobstructed  pas- 
sage through  every  part  of  it,  jand,  with 
Ihe  law  of  nations,  equally  in  fbrcc,  pro- 
tect public  Ministers  and  their  families  in 
all  their  privileges,  such  an  application  was 
regarded  as  somewhat  singular.  There 
was  no  hesitation,  however,  in  furnish- 
ing a  certificate  of  his  public  character,  and 
to  be  used  in  any  mode  he  might  chuse. 
But  what  surprised  most  was  the  reason 
assigned  for  the  application.  The .  insult 
ht  alluded  to  was. then,  for  the  first  time. 


brought  to  the  knowledge  of  (his  Govern- 
ment. It  had,  indeed,  been  among  the 
rumours  of  the  day,  that  some  unhecoming 
scene  had  taken  place  at  Norfolk,  or 
Hampton,  between, some  ofHcers  belong- 
ing to  the  Africaiue  and  somfe  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  that  it  originated  in  the  indis- 
cretion of  the  former.  No  attention  bav- 
ifig  been  called  for,  and  no  inquires  made, 
the  truth  of  the  case  is  unknown.  But  it 
was  never  supposed  that  Mr.  Jackson  him- 
self, who  was  un  board  the  frigate,  kd 
been  personally  iiuulted :  nor  is  it  yet  per* 
ceived  in  what  way  he  considers  it  u 
having  happened.  It  is  needless  to  remark 
chat  any  representation  on  the  subject 
would  have  instantly  received  every  pro- 
per attention.  Another  ground  on  which 
a  protection  was  a»ked  for,  is  the  supposed 
tendency  of  the  language  of  our  newspa* 

Sers  to  excite  popular  violence  on  Mr. 
ackson's  person.  Had  he  been  longer 
and  better  acquainted  with  the  habits  and 
spirit  of  the  American  people,  he  would 
probably  never  have  entertained  an  ap: 
prehension  of  that  sort.  If  he  meant  to 
animadvert  on  the  free  language  of  the 
newspapers,  he  might  justly  be  reminded 
that  our  laws,  as  those  of  bis  coao* 
try,  set  bounds  to  that  freedom:  that 
the  freedom  of  British  prints,  ho^* 
ever  great  with  respect  to  public  cba- 
racters  of  the  United  States,  has  never 
been  a  topic  of  complaint;  and  tbat sup- 
posing the  latitude  of  the  Ameriotn  prcsi 
to  exceed  that  of  Great  Britain,  tberfif- 
ference  is  infinitely  leas  in  this  respect  be- 
tween the  two,  than  between  the  British 
press  and  that  of  the  other  nations  « 
Europe.  The  second  note  seems  to  be 
essentially  intended  as  a  justification  of 
the  conduct  of  Mr,  Jackson  in  that  part 
of  his  correspondence  which  has  gj^^ 
umbrage.  U  he  intended  it  as  a  concilia- 
tory advance,  he  ought  not  to  have  prece- 
ded it  by  a  demand  of  passports,  nor  by 
the  spirit  or  the  manner  in  which  that  dc- 
inand  was  made.  He  ought,  in  ^.^^' |I 
such  wa*  his  object,  to  have  substituted 
an  explanation  in  the  place  of  his  reply 
to  my  premonitory  letter.  But  whetker 
he  had  one  or  other  or  both  of  these  ob- 
jects in  view,  it  was  necessary  for  h«n  to 
have  done  more  than  is  attempted  in  to" 
paper.  It  was  never  objected  to  him  ^^ 
he  had  stated  it  as  a  fact  that  the  three 
propositions  in  question  bad  been  submi  • 
ted  to  me  by  Mr.  Erskine,  nor  that  ^^ 
had  stated  it  as  made  known  to  I**^  ,^ 
the   instructions    of  llx.  Canning*  ^^^ 
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the  instruction  to  Mr.  Erskine,  containing 
those  three  conditions,  was  the  only  one 
from  which  his  authority  was  derived  to 
conclude  an  arrangement  in  the  matter  to 
which  it  rtlaled.    The  objection  was,  that 
3i  knowledge  of  this  restriction  of  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Erskint  was  imputed  to 
this  Government,  and  the  repetition  of  the 
imputation  even  after  it  had  been  so  fre- 
quently disclaiaiod.     This  was  so  gross  an 
attack  on  the  honour  and  veracity  of  the 
Government,  as  to  for!>id  all  further  com- 
munications from  him.     Care  wlks  never- 
thelcK  taken,  nt  the  same  time,  to  teave 
the  door  open  for  such  as  might  be  made 
through  any  other  channel,  however  little 
the  probability  that  any  satisfactory  com- 
mdnications  would  be  received  through  any 
thannel  here.  To  the  other  inclosures  I  add 
1  printed  copy  of  a  paper  purporting  to  be 
t  circular    letter  from    Mr.   Jackson   to 
the  British  Consuls  in  the   United  Stales. 
This  paper  speaks  for  itself.     As  its  con- 
tents entirely  correspond  with  .the  paper 
last  rcftrred  to,  so  they  were  unnecessary 
for  the  ostensible  object  of    the    letter, 
irhich'was  toniake  known  Mr.  Jackson's 
thang«»  of  residence,  and  as  the  paper  was 
It  once  put  into  circulation,  it  can  only 
^e  regarded  "as  a  verbal   address  to  the 
American  people  of  a  repreJ^entntion  pre- 
viously addressed   to  their  Government ; 
*t  procedure  which  cannot  fail  to  be  seen 
in  its  true  light  by  his   Sovereign. — The 
ob'jer^lix>ns  to  which  60  much  extent  has 
been  given  in  this  letter,  with  those  con- 
taiaed  in  the  correspondence  with    Mr. 
Jackson,  will  make  you  fully  acquainted 
%ith  the  conduct  and  the  character  he  has 
developed,  with  the  necessity  of  the  step 
taken  in  refusing  farther  co'mmunicationB 
fr 'fnhltn,  and  with  the  gromids  on  which 
tlie  President  instructs  you  to  request  that 
»'?  may  be  immediately  recalled.     You 
^re  particularly  instructed,  at,  the   same 
'in\e,  in  making  these  communications,  to 
^0  it  in  araannor  that  will  leave  no  doubt 
'jf  the  undiminished  desire  of  the  United 
J^s  to  unite  in  all  the  means  the  best 
calculated  to  establish  the  relations  of  the 
Iwb  countries  on  the  solid  fotmdation  of 
justice,  of  friendship,  and  of  mutual   in- 
^rest    With  great  respect,  &c. 

K.  Smith. 

HR.  Canning  to  mr.  pinckney. 

Forngn  Qficc,  May  27 ,  1809. 
Sir^According  to  the  iatimation  whirh 
*  gare  to  you  in  our  last  conference,  1 
•*'t  now  the  honour  to  inclose  to  you  a 


copy  of  the  Order  in  Council,  which  his 
Maje.^ty  h-^s  directed  to  be  issued,  for  th« 
purpose  of  prcventinir,  as  far  as,  possible 
any  inconvenience  or  detriment  to  the 
Merchants  of  the  United  States,  who  may 
have  entered  into  commercial  speculations 
on  the  faith  of  the  unautboi  ii.ul  engage- 
ments cf  Mr.  Erik  ne,  previously  to  th« 
notification  in  America,  of  his  Majesty's 
disavowal  of  those  enp^v.^('meiits. — Having 
had  the  honour  to  read  to  you  in  extenso, 
the  instructions  with  which  Mr.  Erskino 
was  furnished,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  enter  into  any  explanation  of  those 
points  in  which  Mr.  Erskine  has  acted, 
not  only  in  not  conformity,  but  in  direct 
contradiction  to  them. — ^1  forbear  equally, 
from  troubling  you,  Sir,  with  any  com- 
ment, on  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Er- 
skinc's  communications  have  been  received 
by  the  American  Government,  or  upon 
the  terms  anl  spirit  of  Mr.  Smithes  share 
of  the  cons i . oration. — Such  observations 
will  be  communicated  more  properly 
through  the  Minister  whom  bis  Majesty 
has  directed  to  proceed  to  America,  not  on 
any  special  mission  (which  Mr.  Erskine H-sis 
not  authorised  to  promise,  except  upon  con- 
ditions, not  one  of  which  he  has  obtained), 
but  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Erskine,  wlioni 
his  Majesty  has  not  lost  a  moment  in  ?re- 
calling.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  consideration.  Sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent humble  servant, 

(Sgned)         George  Canning. 

MR.  PINKNEV'S  ANSWER. 

Great  Cumberland  Place,  May  21),  1809. 

Sir— I  have  received  the  communica- 
tion which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress to  roe  on  the  27th  instant,  and  will  * 
hasten  to  transmit  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States.  No  instruc- 
tions or  information  from  my  Govern- 
ment, concerning  the  transactions  in  Ame- 
rica, to  which  your  communication  a*l- 
ludes,  having  yet  reached  me,  I  can  only 
express  my  concern,  that  the  conciliatory 
arrangements  concerted  and  concluded, 
as  you  have  done  me  the  honeur  to  inform 
me,  l)etween  the'  American  Secretary  of  ^ 
State  and  his  Majesty's  accredited  Mini- 
ster at  Washington ;  acting  irt  conseqtience 
and  professing  to  act  in  pursuance,  ef  re- 
gular instructions  from  his  Court,  are  not 
likely  to  have  all  that  effect  which  was  na- 
turally to  have  been  expected  from  them. ' 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  consi- 
deration, Sir,  your  trnm  obedient,  hambje 
servant  W.  Pikknby. 
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Flushing. — Report  of  Adjutant  Frederick 
Dubourg  on  the  present  state  of  the  Dock, 
Port,  and  Arsenal  of  Flushing,  dated 
from  thence,  Jan,  4,  IblO. 

rRES£NT    STATE   OF    THE    DOCK. 

The  interior  wood  of  the  quay  of  the 
Dock,  on  the  lide  towards  the  Arsenal,  is 
^ktroyed.  The  ground  has  been  dug 
aws^y,  and  thrown  into  the  Dock,  on  the 
paved  side  pf  the  embankment. — ^The  quay 
on  the  side  of  the  Old  Dutch  Bank  is  in  a 
good  state,  and  nearly  in  the  condition  it 
was  in  before  the  occupation  of  the 
enemv.  The  Quay  for  careening,  which 
had  been  repaired  by  the  ememy,  has 
been  reduced  to  its  former  state.  The 
gates  of  the  Dock  and  the  Sluices  ha?e 
been  blown  up.  Some  large  pieces  of 
the  timber  remain,  but  they  are  shattered. 
From  the  general  appearance  of  the 
mines  employed  by  the  ^nemy,  it  may  be 
supposed  that  the  foundations  have  not 
been  injured.  Both  within  and  without 
the  gates  of  the  Dock,  many  vessels  or 
boats  laden  with  bullets  and  bombs  have 
been  sunk.  Within  the  Dock  there  is  a 
great  quantity  of  cannon,  or  bombs,  and 
of  bullets  which  the  enemy  had  thrown 
hastily  into  it,  presuming  that  they  should 
not  have  time  to  carry  them  away.  From 
the  middle  of  the  Dam  on  the  outside  of 
the  Sluice,  the  Dock  may  be  very  easily 
emptied,  and  the  condition  of  the  found- 
ation of  the  Sluice  thereby  examined. 
The  vessels  or  boats  may^  be  easily  raised, 
and  the  cannon  bullets,  and  bombs  ex- 
tracted, and  every  other  incumbrance  that 
has  been  thrown  into  the  Dock.  The 
value  of  the  useful  articles  so  obtained 
will  pay  the  expense  of  the  labour,  and 
e(ven  repair  the  Sluice,  if  bis  Majesty 
should  thipk  fit  that  it  should  be  restored. 

tHB  ANTERIOR  PART  OF  THE  DOCK  TO  THE 
CHAIN. 

Here  the  enemy  has  thrown  the  clean- 
sing utensils,  which  may  he  easily  ab- 
ftnuHed.  OnthQ-baok  called'  the  Royal 
Hollandais  they  have  thrown  a  quantity 
of  rabbish,  which  has  elevated  ihe  soil 
nearly  as  Ugh  as  the  marshes.  Tbey 
har^  also  thr9»irn  in  ten  pieces  of  cannon. 


CHANNEL. 


The  piles  which  were  driven  in,  both 
perpendicular  and  horizontal,  have  some 
of  them  been  sawed.  A  brig  and  a  pin- 
nace have  been  thrown  also  into  the  mid- 
dle of  this  channel.  Also  a  boat  on  the 
north  side ;  but  all  this  may  be  easily 
removed. 

THE    ARSENAL. 

The  magazine  and  the  different  build- 
ings attached  to  it  have  been  burnt.  The 
materials  of  building  have  been  entirely 
destroyed.— *Tbe  mercantile  port  has  not 
been  injured ;  there  is  only  a  boat  at  the 
entrance  between  the  piers,  which  may 
with  facility  be  drawn  into  the  port.  The 
same  may  be  done  with  an  English  brig, 
which  is  very  little  damaged,  and  which 
remains  near  the  Western  Pier,  under  the 
ramparts  of  the  town.  This  is  one  of 
those  boats  to  which  the  enemy  set  fire  on 
£be  approach  of  the  French  flotilla.  In 
different  situations  on  the  bank  there  an 
about  15  wrecks  of  boats.-^— The  English 
division  which  fled  before  the  French 
flotilla,  cut  away  its  cables  on  setting  sail. 
I  have  ordered  the  pilots  to  sound  the 
channels,  and  to  raise  the  anchors  and 
cables  which  the  enemy  has  abaad9oed. 

No  vessels  have  been  sunken  ia  the 

Dykes.  The  enemy  intended  to  do  this, 
but  he  was  not  allowed  time  te  accomplish 
his  purpose-  Two  vessels  laden  with 
several  kinds  of  artillery,  have  been  taken 
in  the  ports.  A  quantity  of  bullets  diat  - 
the  enemy  probably  had  not  time  to  rs- 
move,  are  now  deposited  here — It  is  n^ 
possible  at  present  to  estimate  the  number 
of  vessels  the  enemy  has  lost,  but  by  the 
wrecks  that  are  visible  every  where,  the 
loss  must  have  been  considerable.  The 
boats  we  have  employed  have  preserved 
every  thing,  and  among  the  materials  are 
spme  masts  of  ships  of  the  line.  Many 
bodies  of  men  and  horses  are  floating  oo 
the  coast.  An  iirventory  is  preparing  of 
the  effects  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 

(Signed)  Dubouhg. 

The  Secretary  General  Minister  at  War 

(Siguea)  Fbireon. 
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,  .  5  I  ^1  v^nM^reto  pmpbesy,  Umt,  if  the  reigiHog  sotions  coocermog  LIBELS  be  pushed  a  little 
?*  ^brtbier,  up  on^n  will  (hire  to  open  his  qEK)utb,  much  less  to  use  his  peo,  agaliMt  the  worst  ^dmiaig^ 
^  tratioii  tibat  can  take  place,  however  much  it  behoves  the  people  to  be  apprized  of  the  condition  thef 
"  are  Hkely  to  W  hoi  '  In  short,  I  do  not  s«e  what  can  be  the  issue,  but  an  universal  acquiescence  fa 
*  any  meo  or  any  oeasares,  that  is,  a  downright  passive  obedience.'~«-Tbere  i»  one  gre«t  reatoa 
f  thy  6fM7 .patriot  ihoald  wbh  this  sort  of  writings  to  bo  encouraged;  which  is,  that  aoimadTertioM 
**  Bpp«  t^  condoct  of  ministers  sabmittad  to  the  eye  of  the  public  in  print,  must,  in  the  nature  of  tw 
*'  th^g^  be-«  great  check  u]jon  tlieir  bad  actions,  and,  at  the  sao^e  time,  an  incentive  to  ^eir  dohif; 
••  whatjs  praise-worthy.  Nevcrthelctw,  if  it  be  once  clear  law,  that  a  paper  may  be  a  lib?!  whether 
•*  TlA)E'  or  FALSfe,  written  a^inst  a  good  or  a  Sad  man,  when  alive  or  rfearf,  who  is  there  that  may  wk 
**  eoMdnoe  a  ifmisTtR,  whether  he  has  a  grain  of  honesty  or  understandioir,  if  he  should  happen  to  bm 
**  afefoqnle  at  court?  The  worse  his  actions  are,  the.  more  trnly  sharp  t^  itrriter  states  them ;  an4 
*'  tlie  more  the  public,  from  his  just  reasonings,  detest  and  cry  out  against  them,  the.  more  "  scandalous*? 
"  and  *s«Btious,"  of  course,  will  be  the  libel.  There  is  BUT  OSE  STEP  FURTHRR  BQ^ORB 
^  you  ARRIVE  KV  COMPLETE  DESPOTISM,  and  that  is,  to  extend  the  same  dodtrmc  to  wordt 
**  spaken,  and  thh,  I  am  persiiaded,  would,  in  truth,  very  soon  follow.  And  then  what  k  blessed  con* 
**  ditioa  should  we  aU  b«i  in !  whennettbcr  the  liberty  of  free  writing  or.  free  speech,  about  every  body't 
-^  o^poera,  atx>at  the  msgiagement  of  public  money,  public  law  and  public  amirs,  was  permitted ;  ami 
^  mhf  iiipjtaM  afraid  to  utter  ^kat  every  body^  however,  could  noi  hilp  thinking  /'^-<-*Lettar  attribute^ 
tothe^KAT  Loan  Camden,  published  hi  1765. 
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SavrrMie  up  Tiifi  Gallery. Part  of 

^Ivkat  I  intended  to  <ay»  under  this  head, 
hat  W9eki  vm%  omilted  for  waat  of  lime. 
Immr^  Uierefar^i  resame.  As  to  the  qoes- 
tieo  befiore  ifce  Hoate»  1  should. hive  voted 
agaittit  ttc  mouoliof  Mr.  Sheridan,  had  I 
beea.s  meiiber;  and  for  these  reaaom ; 
«te(»iCi«poa^l  6coa8]oi|s»  aibtf.  Of  «(ir  nhi^, 
««ia  to  be  put  to  the  vole,  the  conse- 
.qiieac%  w<Md  be»  at  the  House  is  now 
rannitatcd,  that  the  men  in  yoww  would 
abat  o«t  ihe  people  when  they  pleaded, 
laad  v^ould  ftOt  shut  them  out  in  any  easw 
where  t&ose  Who  opposed  tbezp  ivigbt, 
mitt  it.  MotlMo^,  therefore,  ^ouhi  haf^ 
heea  efiecled  ef  any  .advantage,  to  the 
caase  oT.tnHb :  a  jm^'qr%  would  bare  an 
asrerad.the  ministera'  purpose  full  as  well 
aa  )he  m^r^  motion  of  such  a  man  at  Mr. 
Cbarlee  Yorlte,  and,  we  know,  that  thr; 
aliiuacb  friendt  of  our  "pruakoi  cowiitu- 
^titui/'  contend^  that  It  it  abaoluteiy  ne* 
c^ttacy  .that  every  minister,  thdt  is  to  tay» 
iorery  one,  wbo  is,  for  the  time  being,  the 
Ibead  servant  of  |be  king,  should  have  a 
4ecidW  aai^ority  in  the  House;  or,  in 
ether  wprdt,  the  power  of  doin|^  juat  what 
h$  attd  \m  ooUef^Mes  please^  in  the  way 
tf  m^liiMlaxva  and.  granting  away  our 
HmMSr*  ^nu«  being  jtbe  "  practice  of  the 
^  jpofStitMriio/*  and  apra;cttce,  too,  which 
k^  fmMm  appear  to  approve  of,  there 
wy^nlif  eertainly  have  been  nothing  gained 
far  t;iMnc  the  power  of  exclusion  out  of 
m^  tavM  pf  iiMliyidua)  membem,  and 


^ [fM 

giving  it  to  a  majority. ^As  to  leayin^  . 

the  Gallery  open  a»  matter  qf  right,  that  ia 
quite  out, of  the  question;  for,  such  wou^ 
be  the  noise  and  tumult  upon  all  occasiona 
of  gneat  public  interest,  Uiat  the  meinbera 
would  be  unable  to  hear  one  another,  and* 
of  course,  nobody  in  ^e  Gallery  coul^ 
bear  Cbem.  There  must  be,  at  otice,  aA. 
end  to  all  debate-reporting,  at  least.  A 
lew  parsoos  vttght  cateh  \Ssn  asd  there » 
part  of  a  debate  with  ^heir  ears;  bat  no 
debate  could  ever  g<p  fortk  to  the  public 
— -^or  these  reMons  I  should  have  had 
no  hesitation  to  vote  aeaiost  the  motim  of 
Mr.  Sheridan,  though  I  admire  mao^ 
parts  of  his  speech,  ami  wish,  with  all  my 
heart,  I  oouJd  say  the  same  with  re^c< 
to  any  part  of  what  I  believe  to  have  been 

k\%^matwes. Mr.  Windham  reproachad 

him  with  keeping  away  upon  the  great 
questions,  relative  to  xhe  war :  that  is  to 
say,  the  great  party  questions.  Every 
one  has  his  taste.  1,  for  my  part,  should* 
if  ii  were  not  indecorous,  reproach  Mxw 
i9heridan,  and  most  bitterly  reproaah  him, 
too,  for  keeping;  away  upon  questimifl, 
wherein  the  peo^  are  interested.  Upoa 
qneadons  relating  to  sinecures,  to  grieipouM 
taxiUim,  to  the  gelling  and  buying  of 
qifiea  and  seats,  to  parliamostary  r^orm,  of 
which  he  was  once  the  most  distinguished 
advocate.  These  are  the  questions,  in  tha 
discussion  of  which,  I  should  like  to  see 
his  brilliant  talents  exerted.  I  believe 
him  to  be  a  friend,  anil  a  very  sincere 
friend,  to  the  liberty  qf  the  press,  and  hit 
apeecb,%  tts  a  drfeme  if  thspreu,  was  no^ 
I     H 
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^pss  excellent  in  itself  tban  it  was  well- 
timed  ;  but^  Mr.  Sheridaii  xs  much  too 
^nsibl^  a  man  to  need  to  be  told»  that 
Aeither  the  liberty  of  the  press  nor  any 
other  right  of  the  people  can  be  safe,  un- 
less the  people  htfairhf  rtpretented  inpar* 

(iatitent. But,  though  1  do  Qot  agree  in 

the  propriety  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion,  I 
am  very  far  indeed  from  agreeing  in  the 
tnain  argument  that  was  used  against  it; 
namely,  thai  it  would  be  an  itinotation, 
which  argument  comes,  too,  with  so  bad  a 
grace  from  any  of  those,  who  ha?e  had  a 
hand  in  ruling  this  unfortunate  nation  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  whose  constant 
and  onJy  argument  for  their  hundreds  ofde- 
pariwresfrom  the  constitution  has  been,  that, 
the  times  having  chan^^ed,  we  must  make  a 
corrttponding  change  in  our  laws  and  usages. 
Remind  them,  ns  my  lord  Folkestone  most 
pertinently  did,  during  this  debate,  of  the 
changes  which  they  have  made;  remind 
them  of  the  taxing  laws,  by  which  a  man's 
property  is  taken  away  by  persona  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown,  and  without  any 
appeal  to  a  jury;  remind  them,  that, 
while  in  cases  where  it  is  not  necessary  to 
A  man's  interest,  he  is  compelled  to  em- 
tHoy  persons  in  the  profession  of  the  law, 
m  ts  in  these  taxing  cases  a1)solutely/>r- 
Mi^  to  employ  any  such  person,  how- 
«Ter  illiterate  or  feeble-minded  be  him- 
•elf  may-  be,  nay,  the  prohibition  is  the 
same,  if  the  taxed  party  be  a  woman  ; 
remind  them  of  the  Barracks  all  over  the 
country ;  remind  them  of  the  regular  mi- 
litary establishment  <^  Germans,  horse, 
foot,  artillery,  eoeineers,  and  staff,  station- 
ed in  the  heart  of  England  ;  remind  tfaem 
that,  while  the  Act  of  Settlement,  by  which, 
•nd  by  which  alone,  his  Majesty's  family 
was  exalted  to  the  throne  of  this  king- 
dom, remind  tbem,  that,  while  this  great 
constitutional  law  declares  that  no  fo^ 
rcigner  shall  hold  any  post  of  profit  or 
trust,  civil  or  military,  the  fact  is,  that 
4befe  are  now  about  seten  hundred  persons, 
•holding  military  oiTices  of  trust,  in  the 
Ckrman  estabUshmeni  alone,  ^  not  including 
the  other  foreign  corps;  remind  thera, 
that,  of  these  persons,  many  are  put  to 
eomnumd  English  officers,  and  that,  in  no 
less  than  three  of  the  districts  of  this  king- 
dom, some  of  these  German  Officers  have 
great  commands,  upon  the  staiT,  one  of 
them  having  no  lesi  tban^  English  Ge- 
sterols  under  him  in  command;  remind  thera 
of  any  of  these  things,  or  numerous  others, 
•«t  the  very  thought  of  which  oar  fore&- 


thers  would  have  startled  with  indignation 
and  horror;  remind  them  of  the  long  sus- 
pensions of  the  habeas  carpus  act  or  any  of 
the  other  encroachments  upon  our  liber- 
ties ;   remind  them  of  any  of  these  thmgs, 
and  their  answer  invariably  is,  that  tk 
times  have  changed,  that,  of  course,  the  law3 
and  usages  must  change  with  them,  and,  how 
oflen  have  they  had  the  effrontery  to  teM 
us,  that  one  of  the  great  benefits  of  thft 
English  constitution  is,  that  *'  it  conuins 
*'  within  itself  the  means  o?  suiting  itseffto 
*'  the  exigency  qf  circumstances.'*     Thiswai 
what  they  told  m,  when  they  were  pass- 
ing the  acts  to  suspend  the  law  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  to  inflict  new  and  unheard  of 
punishments  for  writing  and   publishing; 
what  were  to  be  deemed  libels.     But,  the 
moment  you  propose  any  thing  in  favoot 
of  the  liberty  of  the  subject;    in  favour  of 
that  "  birthright"  of  Englishmen,  for  the 
better  securing  of  which  the  king's  family 
were  expressly  raised  to  the  throne  of  our 
counti*y ;    the  moment  you  propose  any 
change  favourable  to  that  liberty,  thatvfery 
moment  do  they  set  up  against  you  aery 
against  innovation.      It  is,  with  them,  no 
innovation  to  impose  the  Income-tax  and 
Assessed  taxes;  to  send  people  round  pa- 
pers and  make  them  tbidr  own  taxcrsuoder 
heavy  penalties,  in  case  of  (Ksobedience ; 
to.  deny  them  a  jury  to  appeal  po  in  cases 
where  so  large  a  portion  of  their  property 
is^t  stake,  and  in  the  same  cases,  to  refuse, 
even  to  women,  the  assistance  of  any  per- 
son learned  in  the  law  for  the  defence  of 
her  property  ;  to  do  this  is,  with  them,  no 
innovation.      It  is  no  innovation  to  erect 
barracks;  to  introduce  German  regiments; 
to  make  Ene^lish  officers  serve  under  tk 
command  (^'  German  Officers  even  upon  Eng* 
/wA  ground :   these  are,  with  our  accusers, 
with  the  enemies  of  our  liberties,  no  inno- 
vations;   they  fear  nothing  at  all  from 
these   changes;    but,    dreadful    are    the 
dangers  they  apprehend,  not  from  giving 
the  people  a  right  to  enter  the  gallery  et 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  merely  from 
making  it,  occasionaUjs  a  matter  (fdeHbe" 
ration,  whether,   in  a  particular  instance, 
the  gallery  shall  be  shut  or  not;  from  this 
"'  innovation,"  what  dreadful  mischiefs  are 
we  not  to  apprehend !  No  danger  in  sus- 
pending the  ludKas  corpus  Act'  for  several 
years  together;  no  danger  at  aH-in  that, 
nor  in  German  Establishment,  tior  in  the 
buying  and  selling  of  Seats.     Mt.  Wind- 
ham, in  particular,  seemed  to  discover  not 
the  least  possible  danger  from  the  trafiic 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MB] 


FEBRUARY  1 7,  1 8 1 0.—SIiutiing  up  the  Gallety. 


P» 


in  Seats..  He  openly  declared  so.  And 
yet  he  is  surprizingly  alarmed  lest  the  peo- 
ple should  claim  a  right  to  be  admitted 
into  ihe  gallery  of  the  House,  to  buy  or 
«cll  the  Seats  m  which  House  appears  to 

him  so  innoxious. ^Wiih  respect  to  the 

•hutting  up  of  the  gallery  upon  the  pre- 
•ent  occasion,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say 
any  thing,  the  object  of  it  being  too  plain 
to  be  misunderstood  by  any  man  in  the 
kingdom,  ideots  that  can  read  not  except- 
ed; and,  if  there  could  have  been  any 
doubt  upon  the  point,  previous  to  the  de- 
bate upon  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion,  it  must 
certainly  then  have  been  removed  by  the 
original  author  of  the  exclusion,  who,  hav- 
ing been  tauntingly  asked  why  he  did  not 
clear  the  gallery  during  the  Duke  of 
York's  investigation,  answered,  with  nfe  ac- 
cosiomed  naivete,  that,  if  he  could  hureforC' 
icm  the  nature  of  tfte evidence,  he  would  have 
cleared  the  gailery  upon  thit  occasion  also. 
But,  though  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
lay  a  word  as  to  the  motive  for  shutting  the 
gallery,  or  as  to  the  effect  it  ought  to  have, 
and,  in  all  likelihood,  will  have,  upon  the 
country,  I  (;anoot  refrain  from  again  com- 
plaining, that  this  measure  has  been  ac- 
companied with  a  violent  assault  upon  tfie 
press,  as  far  as  that  press  is  employed  in 
the  opposing  of  folly  and   corruption  in 

CM.iu  men. This  attack  upon  the  press 
,  I  beg  the  reader  to  observe,  been 
sysicmaiic.  It  is  now  rather  more  than  a 
vear  since  it  appears  seriously  to  have 
been  set  about,  and  it  ought  never  to  be 
forgotten,  that  the  first  open  invitation  to 
the  persecution  of  the  press  was  given  in 
a  pamphlet  addrtsiwd  "  to  Frederick  Duke 
.*'  qfYork  end  Albany,'*  and  published  by 
EcERTON,  bookseller  to  Wie  Horse  Guards. 

' In  this  pamphlet,  we  had  a  foretaste 

of  the  doctrine  that  was  afterwards  to  be 
held  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr, 
Yorh,  Mr,  Cannim;  and  Lord  Castlercagh, 
and  which  was  held  by  them  during  the 
debate  upon  Mr.  Wardle's  first  preferring 
of  bis  charges  against  the  Duke  of  York. 
The  first  of  the  three  to/jk  occasion,  that 
evening,  to  assert,  that  there  was  a  con- 
spiracy existing  in  the  country  against  th« 
House  of  Brunswick ;  that  made  its  ap- 
proaches towards  the  king  through  bis 
•on,  and  that  it  was  carried  on  by  the 
»c«u  qf  the  press.  Mr.  Cay^ino,  upon 
the  same  occasion,  asserted  that  the  press 
was  carrying  on  a  systematic  assault  upon 
the  kingly  government;  and,  that  its  fan- 
^Q8ge  was  foul  and  degrading ;  and  that 
]fi  attacks  upon  high  characters  w«r%i««f. 


and  might  be  compared  to  the  asBaolting 
of  females.  Lord  Castlbrbagh,  agreeing^ 
with  the  other  two  as  to  the  existence  of 
the  evil,  pretty  broadly  hinted  at  %reme(hf. 
He  said,  that  any  man  might,  with  oqIV 
a  tolerable  share  of  loiv-curming,  render 

conviction  extranefy  difficult. Ah  !  little 

did  these  two  then  think,  that  we  should 
so  soon,  by  the  means  of  this  same  press, 
have  to  record,  their  going  out  upon  a 
heath  and  shooting  at  each  others  hea3s» 
and  that,  too,  about  a  quarrel  for  place ! 
Since  that  time  we  have  seen  them  both, 
against  one  another,  appealing  to  the  press: 
and,  I  now  appeal  to  the  public,  whether 
in  giving  to  the  world  Ais  publications,  the 
press  has  not  amply  avenged  itself  upon 
Mr.  Canning  for  his  charge  of  basenes* 
against  the  press.  Before  the  close  of 
that  investigation,  at  .the  opening  of  ivhich 
Lord  Castlereagh  had  assailed  the  press, 
and  had  lamented  the  d\ffiadty  of  ccmDia-- 
ing  men  for  writing  and  publishing  libels; 
before  the  close  of  that  investigation,  my 
lord  Castlereagh  himself  was  conxtictea, 
not  of  writing  or  publishing  a  libel,  but 
of  offering  a  place  of  pront,  within  hjs 
gift,  to  be  swapped,  to  be  rapped,  as  the 
horse-jockeys  call  it,  for  a  seat  in  thtu 
House  of  Commons,  where  he  had,  but  m 
few  weeks  before,  made  his  charges  against 
the  press,  and  had  lamented  that  Iow-cuq- 
ning  could  save  a  libeller  from  convictt09* 

These  were  the  men  with  whom,  in 

parliament,  the  assault  upon  the  press, 
began.  Now,  supposing  the  effect  of  th/e 
attacks  upon  them,  by  (he  press,  had  li^ 
its  wished- for  effect;  namely,  that  of 
driving  thetn  from  their  places,  would  the 
nation  have  had  to  lament  such  use,  made.pf 
the  press?  Would  the  nation  have  had 
to  lament,  with  Lord  Castlereagh,  that  it 
was  difficult  to  convict  of  libels  for  sudi 
writiuffs?  Ob!  how  happy  would  it  have 
been  tor  England,  if  the  press  had  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  them  from  their  places 
before  they  entered  upon  their  last  cam- 
paign, which  has  been  more  fatal  to  the 
country  than  any  three  of  the  most  fatal 
campaigns  of  any  of  their  predecessoraF 
If  the  press  had  succeeded  in  driving  them 
from'  place  in  the  month  .of  May  last 
(and  had  it  been  free,,  as  it  ought,  it  would 
have  therein  succeeded)  what  enormoua 
expence,  what  rivers  of  blood,  what  an- 
guish, what  torment,  what  disgrace  would 
It  not  have  prevented  to  this  nation  and 
its  armies!  The  press  endeavoured  to 
effect  this  great  object ;  it  went  as  far  as 
it  dared  ;  and,  had  it  dared  to  publish  the 
H  « 
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inuk,  that  object  woatd  ha^c  been  accorn- 
plished,  long  before  the  fitting  out  of  the 
'Wa!chcren  Expedition.— The  province 
of  a  ''  free-prtuy  is  not  to  semi  forth 
primtn  ers,  spelling- books,  systems  of  book- 
iceepipg,  of  geometry,  and  the  like.  This 
k  not  the  province  of  a  firee-press ;  for 
any  press,  under  the  most  grievous  ty- 
ranny, may  employ  itself  in  that  way. 
What  is  m^ant  by  "  Liberty  of  the 
"  Press,"  is,  the  liberty  of  publiihing  one*g 
opinions  friely  as  to  the  character  and  the 
conduct  (f  MEN  IN  POWER;  men  who 
have  the  management  qf  the  pMk^s  affairs. 
If  it  means  any  thin^  ;  if  it  has  common 
•eQse  in  it ;  if  it  be  not  a  mere  deceptive 
iound,  it  means  this.  ^  The  great  and  vir- 
tuous author  of  my  motto,  who  was  an 
honour  to  human  nature  as  well  as  to  his 
country,  proceeds  thus:  with  respect  to 
^ibels  "  on  a  particular  person,  in  his  pri- 
'*  vale  capacity,  there  may  be  some  little 
"  foundation  for  ^  doctrine  of  this  sort" 
(the  doctrine, .  kM  maintained,  of  truth 
'being  a  libel)  '*'  because,  as  the  welfare 
*'  of  the  state  has  nothing  to  do  with  his 
•*  private  transaction?,  you  ought  not  to 
"  make  reflections  that  may  injure  him  in 
^  his  calling  or  bis  reputation;  you  muat 
**  always  do  this  out  of  personal  spite^  and, 
^  therefore,  ought  to  be  punished  for  such 

^  your    malevolence.  ^ •  But,  the  case' 

*^'  18  totally  diiferent  with  respect  to  an 
**  administration;  for  the  country  in  ge- 
'  •'  neral  ii  always  t"he  better  or  the  worse 
**  for  iu  conduct,  and  therefore  every  man 
*♦  has  a  right  to  know,  to  consider,  and  to 
•*  reflect  upon  it.  Their  posU  in  the  state, 
«'  or  their  public  characters,  are  not  like 
•*  any  individuals  particular  trade,  pro- 
•*  fession  oV  fortune,  or  bis  private  charac- 
•'ter.  The  writiijig  ofthemoutof  their 
*^  places  in  the  government  is  not  a  loss « 
"  for  which  they  have  any  right  to  be  re- 
^  paired  in  damages.  Their  holding  ought 
*'  only  to  be  during  good  behaviour,  and 
^  of  this  the  people  at  large  ooght  to  be 
••  made  judges. — —When  men  find  them- 
**  selves  aggrieved  by  tbt  riolencc  or  the 
'^  misconduct  of  persons  appointed  to  the 
^  nunistry,  it  is  natural  for  them  to  com- 
"  plain,  to  communicate  their  thoughu  to 
**  others,  to  put  their  neighbours  on  their 
"  guard,  and  to  remonstrate  in  prinl; 
•'against  the  public  proceedings.  The 
«'  liberty  of  exposing  and  of  opposing  a 
^  bad  administration  by  the  pen  is  amongst 
*'  the  neceasary  privileges  of  a  free  peo-. 
"  pie,  ^d  1«,  pernaps,  the  greatest  benefit, 
*erived  from  the  liberty  of 


^  the  press.  But  miniften,  who,  by  their 
•'  misdeeds,  provoke  the  people  to  cry  out 
"  and  complain,are  vct^  4^  to  VMieMitf  com' 
"plaint  the  foundation  qf  ntwopprtssm,  k 
" prosecutiniir  the  same  as  a  libel  on  thestatt.  * 

Such   is  the  definition  of  the  liberty 

of  the  press,  given  by  the  great  Lofto 
Camden  ;  and,  indeed,  if  the  lihertji  ^' 
the  press  does  not  extend  thns  far,  IshoaM 
be  glad  to  knew  of  what  use  it  can  posri- 
biy  be  for  any  of  the  ends  which  it  is,  * 
ever  has  been,  supposed  to  answer.  It  ii 
a  thing  very  much  boated  of ;  it  is  called 
the  guardian  qf  our  rights  <md  Hbertia; 
but,  how  is  it  to  operate  as  a  guardian  ^ 
our  right*  and  liberties,  unless  it  be  meairt, 
that  it  is  to  attack  those,  who  are  hosdU 
to  those  rights  and  liberties  ?  Aod,  gf 
what  consequence  can  that  hostility  be, 
unless  the  hostile  persons  have  power  9 
There  are  many  ways,  in  which  a  fret 
press  may  act  for  the  public  good ;  halt 
certainly,  the  way,  in  which  it  can  ba 
more  efficacious  than  any  other,  is  to  ex- 
pose the  weakness  or  th«  wickednees  of 
men  in  power;  to  shew  their  unfitaeii 
for  tha  offices  they  fill  ;  to  pull  the  nuk 
piT  from  them,  when  they  are  hypocrites  i 
to  show  how  they  have  injured  their 
country';  and;  by  exciting  the  pahlic  in- 
dignation against  them,  to  drive  t^ 
iWmv  those  offices,  by  tlie  filling  ef  wln« 
they  are  enabled  to  do  mischief  to  ^ 
king  and  to  his  people.— *— There  can,  i 
thimc,  be  no  doubt,  in  the  mind  of  anf 
man  of  common  sen5e,  and  of  imparti^ 
judgment,  that  such  is  the  proper  ofioe, 
and  n6t  only  the  proper  office*  hat  the 
only  greatly  useful  office,  of  Sifree  prt» 
Indeed,  if  such  J^e  not  iU  office,  it  is  ah* 
surd  to  talk  of  its  Uber^;  if  it  be  per- 
mitted to  say  nothing  ajgainst  those  wbo 
are  in  power  ;  if  it  be  permitted  tojpeal^ 
of  them  only  in  terms  of  praise^  is  it  not* 
despicable  mockery  to  talk  of  its  libcrtjl 
In  praise  of  ^  minister  you  may  »y .  ^ 
mnch  as  you  please  :  no  fear  of  surfeiting 
hhn  or  any  of  his  underlings.  Upon  tliil 
theme  you  may  enlarge:  there  are  no 
bonnds  pre«crib«d  here :  nay,  if  younmi? 
censure,  and  even  if  yonr  prepensity  h^ 
to  llander  people,  there  is  ample  sctfff^ 
for  you  amongst  the  opponents  ^f  l^Jti^  ^ 
poWer,  whom  you'may  belabour  as  ladg«» 
you  please ;  till  you  be  tired  of  the  work, 
and  till  the  public  be  tired  of  you.  Bat, 
the  moment  you  begin  to  animedT^rl, 
upon  the  principles,  the  conduct,  or  tke 
measures  of  men  in  power,  that  raoff*^ 
you  are  assailed  witb  tccuaattoiu  ef  ^l: 
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iMasun^l^  leiigth  and  of  thnndenng 
iomid ;  the  rery  least  that  is  impoted  to 
yoa  is,  that  your  words  are  scandalous, 
nmiietouft  amTseditioos,  and  that  your  in- 
ttntioii  n  to  brinff  bis  Majesty's  goTern- 
ment  inlo  hatred  and  contempt,  and  to 
k>ld  in  deBaiice  his  laws,  hi^  person, 
crown  and'  dignity;  when,  perhaps,  the 
!^)e  that  yon  have  done  is  to  hold  up 
to  the  just  indigpation  of  yoor  country- 
ntn,  the  character,  conduct  or  measures 
o#  tMue  man,  w4)0  nerer  was  fit  for  a 
iiHnister>  and  of  whose  measares  yoor 
coofftry  will,  for  years  and  years,  have 

ta  me    the   fatal    consequences. Of 

Iba  leaglfa^  to  which  those  may  go^  who 
tske  the  side  of  meo  in  power,  numerous 
Inttances  might  be  given ;  but  I  will  con- 
fiaeinyself  to  one  publication;  anA  the 

rimen  wtH  not^  I  think,  be  regarded  as 
less  complete,  when  I  observe,  that, 
6f  the  aafhors  of'  the  work,  from  which  I 
ua  about  to  quote,  M;r.  Canning  (one  of 
the  foremost  in  censuring  the  attacks  upon 
pcwons'  of  high  character)  was  at  the 
headrf— -In  the  Anti-Jacobin  News-Pii- 
per,  which  was,  aft)^  its  publication  in 
aiagle  sheets,  republisbed  inrwo  volumes, 
Oet^o,  there  are'  atucks,  of  the  most 
libellous  and  of  the  coarsest  kind,  upon 
almost  every  man  of  any  weight,  who  was, 
at  tile  time  of  its  publication  (1796  V  op- 
posed to  Pitt  and  his  set.  In  Vol.  L  Lord 
MoiKA  is  accused  of  telling  taUs  in  order 
to  cinat  the  House  of  Lords.  In  the  same 
pttee  his  features,  his  boots,  his  stock,  his 
Bat,  and  his  whole  person  is  ridiculed  and 
abused.  He  is  codipared  to  the  swagger- 
ing bully.  Pistol,  in  Shak<>speare's  plays. 
' — In  the  same  article,  Mr.  Bryan  Ed- 
wards, then  a  member  of  parliament,  is 
called  brum ;  and,  as  amongst  the  fol- 
lowers of  Lord  Moira,  *'  Old  Thurlow/' 

and  "  (Hd  Pulteney,"  are  mentioned. 

Th^  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  accused,  in  se- 
yeril  parts  of  this  volume,  of  endeavour- 
ing to  incite  rebeHidn,  and  of  uttering  trea- 
wnable  expressions.— ^ Mr.  Fox,  in  seve- 
ral places,  i&  accused,  in  very  unequivo* 
cal  terms,  of  hatching  treason,  a^ong  with 
lit.  Tooke  and  others.  He  is  caHed  the 
nedem  Cataline,  In  one  place  be  is  re- 
presented as  being  charmed  with  treasons, 
wpiite,  prisokns,  scaBbids,  blood,  and  with 
WW  against  the  great  and  good.  In  the 
twne  article  the  latd  Duk£  of  Bbdford 
ii>d  the  then  Msurqois  of  Lansdowne  are 
ridiculed,*-— The  Duke  of  NoRTHuitf- 
aKELAND  is  described  as  intentionalfy  en- 
dearoortng  to  dkm  the  assessed-ta^^  ga- 


therer ;  and  afterwards,  in  Vol.  11.  tha 
grossest  aspersions  are  cast  upon  his  cha- 
racter, under  the  name  of  «  Duke  Smitln 

son." But,  not  to  take  up  my  rpom 

with  more  particulars,  there  is,  under  tho 
title  of"  Mr.  Fox'i  Birth  DaV,"  a  string 
of  scnirtilities,  such  as  I  never  saw,  in  any 
other  publifatioo,  ev^n  in  America.  Hera 
are  introduced,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  Mr.  Bosville,  Mr.  Ni- 
choll,  Mr.  Jekyl,  Mr.  B.  Edwards,  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  Mr.  Tooke*  Mr>Fox  (as 
the  compeer  of  Robespierre  and  Collbt 
D*Herbo?s),  Mr.  Tlerney,  and  Mr.  Er- 
skine.  Under  a  pretended  account  of  the 
toasts,  speeches,  song«<,  &c.  they  are  re« 
presented  as  uttering  the  most  treasoni- 
able,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  sto* 
pid  sentiments;  they  are  exhibited  as 
beastly  drunkards;  as  Ibols  and  knavea 
and  blackguards,  and,  in  short,  every  thing 
that  is  loathsome  and  detestable.  A  puh* 
lication  so  grofis  aud  so  malignant,  it  is,  I 
believe,  impossible  to  find  any  where  else  ^ 
and,  that,  it  it  had  been  published  against 
men  in  power,  it  would  have  been  punif4ie4 
with  the  utmost  severity,  we  may  safely 
presume,  seeing  that  it  was  in  the  very 
same  year,  that  poor  Gilbert  Wakefield> 
was,  for  a  publication  quite  inotlensiva 
compared  to  this,  sentenced  to  two  ytaf% 

imprisonment  in  n  distant  jail ! Towards 

the  close  of  their  labours,  the  stock  of  these 
authors  seems  to  have  been  pretty  nearly 
exhausted,  and  th^y  fi^il  into  something 
rather  worse  even  than  punning ;  for  in- 
stance :    "A  Letter  from  Bawba-dara* 

**  ADUL-PHOOLA,   tO   NeEK-AWL-ARETCHTP- 

"  KOQBz."  That  is,  «'  from  Bob  Adair, 
^  a  dull  fool,  to  Nicol,  a  wretched  quiz." 

^Tbis  is  your  gaUlaiumtike  writing,  I 

suppose  :  This  miserable  play,  not  upoa. 
words,  but  upon  letters:  This  wretched, 
vulgar  stuff,  such  at  one  might  expecl 
from  apprentice-boys  or  pot-girls.  Is  any 
thing  so  contemptible  as  this  to  be  found 
in  any  publicat.un  that  tever  before  made 
its  appear,  nee  ?  And  yet,  this  work  was 
the  joint  etloi  t  ot  Mr.  Canning,  Mi'.  Johit 
Hookham  t^rere,  and  Mr.  George   Ellis. 

But,  it  is  the  abuse,  the  falshood^  and 

the  malice,  which  reign^,  from  one  end  to 
the  other  of  it,  that  nierit:»  our  attention ; 
because  Mr.  Canning,  without  wbose  ex- 
press approbation  no  article  was  inserted^' 
is  now  one  of  the  assailants  of  the  press,^ 
upon  the  score  of  its  attacking  men  oi)iigk. 
rank,  which  attacks  he  was  pleased  to  call 
cowardly.  What  epitbeU,  then,  did  his 
attacks  deserve,  which  were  made  undy 
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the  assurance  of  almost  ceriain  impunity  f 

There  is,  however,  a  sort  of  codiciF  to 

-ihe  history  of  this  Anti- Jacobin  News-pa- 
per, with  which  the  public  should  now  be 

made  acquainted. ^The  work,  after 

havings  in  vain,  eudeavoured  to  rise  in. 
sale,  never  attained  a  publication  of  more 
than  about  2,000,  though,  as  may  easily 
t)e  conceived,  every  effort  was  made  use 
oilQ  force  a  sale,  and  though  many  persons 
took  it  from  the  same  motives  that  they 
•subscribed  to  the  "  Voluntary  Contribu- 
tions," at  that  time  going  on.  T\itpubUc, 
properly  so  called,  were  disgusted  with 
It,  and  even  the  alarmists  were  ashamed 
of  it.  It  was  dropped ;  but  the  authors, 
hoping  to  preserve  the  rhyme  part  from 
oblivion,  and,  at  the  same  time  to  gratify 
their"  gemlemanlike*'  feelings, proposed, 
or,  at  least,  assented  to,  the  re-publishing 
of  the  rhymes,  in  a  quarto  edition,  iHumi- 
naicdwhii  plates,  by  that  celebrated  pain- 
ter, Mr.  GiLLRAY  of  St.  James's  Street, 
who,  for  all  his  admirable  representations 
^flouring  knnvcs  and  cut -throats,  is  said 
to  be  indebted  solely  to  his  mirror.  This 
#a8  the  person,  who  was  to  furnish  those 
iUuniinutions,  which  were  to  preserve  from 
the  merciless  trunk-maker  the  rhymes  of 
Canning  and  Co.  In  plain  English,  he 
was  to  give  a,  caricature,  corresponding 
tnth  the  written  description  of  each  of  the 
principal  pers^onsj  who  nad  been  so  grossly 
Attacked  in  the  work.  The  printed  part 
of  t^e  book  was  finished  in  September, 
1800,  and  the  illumioations,  from  the 
liand  of  the  worthy  Mr,  Gillray,  were 
Nearly  all  finished  about  the  same  time  ; 
i^rheo,  whether  from  the  alarming  state  of 
the  country  at  that  time,  and  a  dread  of 
JUiy  change  which  that  might  produce  ; 
whether  from  a  foreboding  of  danger,  and 
of  a.day  of  retribution,  without  perceiving 
Jtny  specific  cause;  or,  from  wliatever 
-Otlier  motive,  certain  it  is,  that,  all  qf  sud- 
.#fe/i,  our  Authors,  who  had  inbscribed  to 
the  work  themselves  and  encouraged  it  in 
All  manner  of  wa3%  and  who,  Mr.  Canning 
at  least,  had  corrected  the  sheets,  as  they 
went  through  the  press;  all  qf  a  sudden 
they  .withdrew  their  names  from  the 
subscription  list,  and,  as  Mr.  Gillray 
asserts,  nut  only  put  a  stop  to  his  fiirther 
'/Operations,  but  Mu.  Canninq  actually 
Jook  the  plates  into  his.  own  possession; 
J)aving  stated  which  circumstances,  I  shall 
itSLve  the  public  to  form  their  own  opinions 
as  to  the  share  which  he  had  had  in  the 
•electing  of  the  several  subjects  of  those 
jplates.- ^Now,  reader,  look  at  this  trans- 


action well.  Give,  every  part'  of  it  due 
consideration.  Come  to  a  correct  opinion 
of  it ;  such  an  opinion  as  plain  good  senss 
dictates;  and,  when  you  have  ro  done; 
then  remember,  that  it  was  Mr.  Canning, 
who,  a  little  more  than  a  year  back,  in- 
veighed, in  such  lofty  strains,  against  the 
dastardly  conduct  of  the  press ;  against  its 
baseness  and  cowardice  in  attacking  persons 
in  high  rank;  and,  who  was  directly  fol- 
lowed by  his  colleague.  Lord  Castiereaghi 
who,  to  Mr.  Canning's  accusaiiuns,  added 
an  expression  of  his  regrfit,  that  it  was  $0 
difficult  to  insure  conviction  in  cases  of  li- 
bel.^  -Reader,  you  must  remeniher  tlx» 

outcry  that  was  set  up,  towards  the  close 
of  the  last  session  of  ^parliament,  against 
what  was  called  the  prevailing  disposition 
to  attack  all  public  men,  when  the  realtrotb 
waSf  there  was  nothing  attacked  but  the 
base  and  detestable  corruptions  that  made 
notorious  to  all  the  world,  and  which  were 
attacked  with  becoming  abhorrence  by 
the  Speakei:  of  the  House  of  Commons 
himself;  but,  suppose  it  had  been  other- 
wise ;  suppose  we  had  attacked- the /)cr#wtf, 
surely  we  had  as  good  a  right  to  attack 
persons  with  truih  as  Mr.  Canning  and  bis 
news-paper  associates  had  to  attack  other 
persons  with  Jalseliood. 

"  The  great,  it  srems,  are  privilefr'd  alwae, 
"  To  punish  all  iojustice  but  their  own." 

But  this  conduct  of  the  Rhodian  Judges 
is  surpassed  by  Mr.  Canning  ;  for  he  cen- 
sures ia  us  attacks  which  we  justly  make, 
while  he,  as  we  have  seen,  has  made 
severer,  or,  nt  least,  ruder  and  grosser, 
attacks  unjustly.  We  accuse  nobody  of 
treasonable  language  and  designs;  we  ac- 
cuse no  peer  of  cozening  the  House;  we 
accuse  no  Duke  of  intentionally  endearoor- 
ing  to  c^^z<  the  revenue;  we  deal  not  in 
the  abuse  and  ridicule  of  the  persons,  the 
features„and  the  dress  of  public  men;  and 
what  was  he,  I  want  to  know,,  that  he 
should  make  such  attacks  with  impuaity  f 
Why,  he  was  a  favourite  of  the  minister  of 
the  day ;  be  was  under  the  wing  qfqfice  tmd 
qf  power.  Talk  of Jaco^mwrn,  indeed !  Talk 
of  levelling!  Talk  o£  pulling' dow^  diguitii^* 
Look  into  the  pagea  of  Mr.  Canning's 
news-paper;  look  into  the  scandalous 
volumes  of  the  "  Antd- Jacobin/'  and  see 
how  men  of  high  rank  are  there  treated. 
Is  it  not  monstrous,  thea;  is  it  not  soffici- 
ent  to  awaken  anger  and  resentment  in  tbA 
breast  of  aiiy  man  who  has  a  heart  there, 
to  hear  other  authors  and  publishers  w* 
presented  a»  aiming  at  the  overthrow^  ^ 
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all  goreroment,  though  they  have  had  thin 
example  before  them/ and  have  stopped 

Tery  tar  shor^  of  its*  bounds  ? But,  no 

matter  what  the  pretence,  it  is  the  liberty 
of  the  press  itself  which  is  hateful,  and 
which  there  exists  an  evident  intention  to 
destroy;  and,  the  truth  really  is,  that  cor- 
ruption must  destroy  the  press,  or  the  press 
tvill  destroy  corruption.     It  is  a  deildly 

struggle    between    them. One  would 

imagine,  that,  as  danger  approaches  us, 
there  would  be  a  greater"  and  greater  dis- 
position to  rela.K  in  severities,  to  disarm 
men  of  their  resentments,  and  to  unite  ail 
hearts  in  the  country's  defence ;  but,  after 
what  we  have  seen,  in  ail  the  countries 
subdued  by  Napoleon,  we  cannot  be  much 
surprized  at  what  we  now  see  in  our  own 
country. 
Spanish   Revolution,  or  Turtle-Pa- 

TRioT    War. So,  it  seems,    that  the 

French,  in  spite  of  that  "  dtfeat/*  for 
which  we  are  praising  and  rewarding 
Baron  Douro  and  Viscount  Talavera,  have 
reached  Seville  ;  and  that  the  Junta,  the 
*'  Supreme  Central  Junta,"  who  (having 
good  advisers,  I  dare  say)  began  their 
labours  by  putting  down  the  small  degree 
.ofUberty  of  the  press  that  had  risen  out  of  the 
absence,  of  the  momentary  absence,  of 
.despotism;  yes,  it  does  seem,  from  the 
news- papers  of  this  morning,  that  this 
Junta,  though  they  had  taken  the  precau- 
tion to  fortify  their  "  regular  government'' 
by  putting  down  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
liave  been  obliged  to  quit  Seville,  and  to 
flee  towards  Cadiz ;  that  is  to  say»  to  get  as 
far  out  of  the  reach  of  their  pursuers  as 

the  sea  will  let  them' go. ^Well;    let 

that  stond  there.  And,  when  we  have 
leisure,  let  us  look  back  a  little,  and  see 
what  this  war  in  Spain ;  this  war  fin' 
Ferdinand,  this  war  for  a  king,  this  war  for 
the  prevention  of  change,  this  war  for  the  stqh 
port  qfthe  old  order  qf  things,  this  war,  as 
the  pastry-cook  called  it,  for  the  holy 
altars  of  Spain,  this  war,  the  object  of 
which  was  first  openly  avowed  at  the  din- 
ner of  the  Turtle-Patbiots,  where  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  he  who  had  been  one  of 
Pitt's  Attorney  Generals,  made  a  most 
flaiiiiiig  speech  against  Buonaparte's  ril- 
iainous  attempts  to  rob  the  Spaniards  of 
theirfreedom;  ye8,ietusk)ok  back,only for 
a  moment,  to  the  time  when  the  Turtle- 
Meeting  took  place,  and  see  what  this  war 
has  cost  us  how  large  a  portion  of  our 
means,  how  many  thons^ds  of  valuable 
lives,  and  how  much  lofifering  from  many 
4aQses«  amongst  which  wk  must  not  forget 


inarased   taxation. ^Numerous    as    the 

German  troops,  in  o«r  pay,  are,  we  hare, 
upon  a  moderate  computation,  lost  roor^ 
of  our  troops  in  Spain  and  Portugal  than 
we  have  of  German  troops.  WouW  it 
not,  then,  have  been  better  to  have  kept 
our  own  men  at  home,  and  have  left  tb« 
Germans  in  iheir  own  country  ?  What 
have  we  to  show  for  all  this  loss?  What 
have  the  ministers  to  tender  the  burthened 
country  in  lieu  of  aU  the  money  and  life 
that  has,  in  this  war,  been  expended? 
Nothing;  for,  not  only  have  we,  thus  Ihr, 
at  least,  failed  in  all  our  attempts  atJceep^ 
ing  the  French  out  of  the  Peninsula ;  but, 
if  we  fail  in  the  end, as  there  is  now  reason 
to  believe  we  shall,  we  shall  have  assisted 
the  French  in  the  subjugation  of  the 
country;  because  when  the  People  of 
Spain  see  us  driven  out  of  the  field,  they 
will  no  longer  entertain  any  hope  from 
resistance,  and,  indeed,  will  not  wish  to 

resist. It  was,  from  the  beginning,  tha 

opinion  of  thousands,  amongst  whom  i 
was  one,  that,  if  we  gave  our  aid  to  a 
reooUaion  in  Spain,  we  should  succeed; 
but  that,  if  we  made  war,  and  incited 
the  Spaniards  to  make  war,  for  u 
choice  qf  masters  for  Spain,  we  shooid  fitil, 
and,  in  the  nature  of  things,  we  inust  faiL 
How  severely  were  these  opinions  re- 
probated by  the  partizans  of  the  ministryi 
They  had  the  charity  to  represent  me  as 
being  "  trUfy  instigated  by  the  DevU." 
They  asserted,  in  opposition  to  my  opi- 
nions, that  the  People  of  Spain  were  de- 
voted to  their  "  amiahlc  monarch,"  Ferdi- 
nand the  SfBventh;  that  it  was  for  the  in- 
tereste  of  the  world  that  no  revolution  should 
take  place  in  Spain ;  that  the  people  o4' 
EnglW  view  the  possibility  of  sueh  re- 
volution with  horror:  and  they,  at  the 
tame  timo,  were  so  very  candid  as  to  as- 
sert, that  I  and  those  who  thought  with 
me,  were  grieved  to  the  soul  to  see,  that  the 
people  of  Spain  loved  their  monarch,  and 
that  Buonaparte  would,  at  last,  be  beat«i 
by  the  "  hyal  and  rel^iota."  Th«ir  hofc 
was,  or,  seemed  to  be,  this :  thai  the  i^Jpia- 
niardsv)ould  repd  Bufmapart^s  attacks,  and 
finally  heat  hm,  and  that  th^  toould  t^fiird 
(for the  benefit qf'* regular govemmm^' J  m 
inttaiut  <f  a  people,  under  a  despotic  oo- 
vBRNMtMT,  having  risen  m  d^ence  qf  their 
country  and  succeeded  tnthek  object.  This 
was  the  hope  of  our  poKtical  oppoDenls. 
They  were  very  anxious  to '  have  it  in 
their  powet  to  say  to  us :  "  look,  here  ^a 
people,  liting  under  a  despotism,  who  have 
been  able  t^  wiUing  to  defend   ibeir 
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country  against  France/'  TbeU*  motives 
lor  this  were  not  easilTy  mistaken;  and,  if 
the  French  bad>  no  matter  by  what  means, 
been  driven  out  of  Spain,  we  should 
never  have  heard  the  last  of  it :  morning, 
moon,  and  night  it  would  have  been  dinn- 
ed in  our  ears,  that  people,  under  despotic 
go0emment,  had  succeeded  in  defending 
their  country  against  France,  when  the 
people  of  states,  comparatioefy  free,  had 
made  little  or  no  resistance  against  her. 
The  inference  would  have  been  too  plain 
not  to  be  perceived,  and  too  useful,  in  the 
^es  of  some  persons,  not  to  be  applied. 
»  ■  .This  hope,  however,  this  heart- chear^ 
tug  hope  of  our  poJitioal  opponents,  has,  it 
aeems^  now  vanished;  for,  if  the  Junta 
have  decamped  from  Seville,  there  can 
be  no  d(»ubt  of  the  whole  kingdom's  b^mg 
vpon  the  eve  of  submission.— Thus,  then, 
it  the  news  be  true,  will  soon  have  closed 
that  famous  war,  of  which  Ma.  Canning 
ifrm  the  official  originator,  and  thus  will 
Xnglishmen  know,  and  that,  too,  in  the 
best  possible  way;  by  iheW  feetings  will 
they  know,  what  it  is  to  have  an  Anti- 
jAcoaiN  minister.  Aye,  aye !  we  have 
jtiot  ^et  felt  all  that  we  had  to  feel  from 
Anti-Jacobittism*  It  is  only  now  b^kming 
tt  work  upon  us.  To  acknowledge  the 
^f€/o  as  king,  while  the  father  was  alive ;  to 
•spouse  the  cause  of  that  son  in  a  war, 
carried  on  against  bis  own  published  de- 
claration ;  to  send  an  embassador  near  his 
august  perspn  at  Madrid,  when  it  was  no- 
torious that  the  said  august  person  was 
in  Fiance;  to  send  a  second  army 
into  the  heart  of^Spain  after  the  fate 
«f  the  army  of  Sir  John  Moore ;  to  send 
cut  embassador  after  embassador,  with 
cxpence  npon  expence ;  to  send  out  ano- 
ther new  embassador  just  now,  too,  with 
fall  the  enormous  expends  therefrom  aris- 
ing :  to  do  these  things,  and  a  hundred 
others,  of  the  same  description,  was  re- 
served &>r  th&Anti«Jacobin9,  whom,  for 
inan^  years,  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  rofaiuated  country  extdled  as  their 
orotectors.  But,  we  have,  as  yet,  merely 
bad  a  taste  of  what  is  to  be  endured,  as 

the  consequence  of  that  infatuation. 

Amongst  the  minor  consequences  of  the 
•ubjugation  of  Spain  by  Napoleon  will  be 
that  of  giving  hmi  the  exclusive  possession 
of  all  the  Ane  wcob,  without  which  it  is 
.  vary  well  known,  that  nfcffate  cloth  can- 
not be  made.  No  wool  of  this  soi  t  shall 
we,  in  future,  have,  without  bis  consent; 
and,  though  he  mayjBnd  it.  sound  policy 
40  give  that  consent,  still  our  supply,  de- 


pending solely  upon  his  will,  mus(  he  pre- 
carious* Ah  connected  with  this  topic,  ( 
will  just  inform  the.  reader,  that,  if  Mil 
Cochrane  Johnston^  had  been  allowed 
to,  export  Arms  to  ^)pain,  upon  his  fir^ 
arrival  in  England,  early  in  December 
last,  and  if  proper  assistance  had  beea  af- 
forded him,  he  would  now  have  had,  wfe 
in  England,  the  famous  Negretti  Flock, 
consisting  qf from  fourteen  to  J^teen  thomttd 
sfteep  and  lambs!  A  full  account  of  all  the 
transactions,  relating  to  these  sheep,  will 

hereafter  be  published. Well ;  but, 

after  all,  how  sUnd  the  Wellesleys? 
How  stands  the  question  between  them 
and  Buonaparte  ?  They  have  all  been  in 
Spain.  They  have  alt  been  employed! 
acainst  him.  Well,  brave  and  accooh 
pTtshed  generals  and  statesmen,  what  have 
you  done  with  him,  or  to  him,  or  agmd 
him,  or  about  him  ?  Can  you  give  os  ot 
account. of  him  ;  and,  shall  we  have  yto 
all  home  again,  leaving  him  as  be  was 
before  you  went  out?  What!  Douro 
and  all !  All  come  home  again,  and  (esvt 
Buonaparte  untouched ;  untouched,  did  I 
say  ;  xk^y^wfiseen  by  any  one  of  you  ?— - 
At  any  rate,  whatever  may  become  of  th^ 
Junta,  and  whatever  may  be;  the  resoh  of, 
the  war  in  Spain,  I  shall  always  bear  io 
mind,  that,  under  the  Junta,  the  liAcrQf  qf 
the  l*ress  was  forbidden.  That  is  a  net 
which  I  shall  never  forget,  and  which  I 
hope  the  whole  nation  will  remember. 

Corn   against   Sugar.- These  t#J 

articles  of  human  sustenance,  which  Had 
so  severe  a  combat  during  the  Seasiont 
before  the  last,  and  in' which  combat  tfat 
former  besides- many  wounded  champion^ 
had  its  great  leader,  Mr.  AaxHua  Voiuo, 
killed  by  a  cl^t  stick,  dead  upon  the  fieli 
appear  to  have  renewed  their  unnatural 

hostilities. It    will    be     rememberea, 

that  at  the  time  alluded  to,  an  act  ^ 
passed,  prohibiting  throughout  the  vnitia 
kingdom,  the  use  of  grain  in  the  diStWaries, 
and,  permitting  sugar  to  be  nsfd  tbereio. 

^Tbis  was  ol>jected  to  by  the  *'  C!w»- 

'*  Growers,"  who  said  that  it  wouW  mate 
corn,  and  particularly  Uurl^,  so  kwpried% 
that  they  should  be  unable  to  pay  thetf 
rente;  and  that,  thu«,  agriculture  FooM 
be  discouraged.-*— On  tne  other  side,  ^ 
was  contended,  that  sui^posing  the  iiolioq* 
abo^it  the  eftect  inflow  prices  to  be  correct, 
still  there  would  be  no  dangt^r  of  that 
effects'  proceeding  from  the  proposea  iiiea» 
su»e,  ao  long  as  Sit  governmeut  was  left 
with  lull  power  to  stop  ^  the  operatioo  ff 
the  act  as  soon  u  the  prices  of  graia  sm 
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dwum  to  ihd  ^ohit,  wbtch  t^  "  Com 
«'  Grmcr^'  acknowledged  to  be  n^cieniiy 
i^k  for  the  due  encomtigem^nt  qf  agricul- 
tare.— —There  were  many  other  afgru- 
ments  on  both  sides ;  the  matter  was  fully 
ilrecossed ;  reason  prevailed ;  the  act 
Vas  p^isied,  and  has  been  in  force'  ever 
•idee.  It  is,  however,  an  act  for  a  time 
limited^  and  now  is  the  time  for  renewir^ 
It,  for  which  renewal  a  bill  i;;  now  before 

the  House  of  Commons. To  thid  bill, 

it  woald  seem,  from  the  reports,  given  in 
the  news- papers,  that  some  opposition  h 
intended,  particularly  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  Inah  members,  and  Mr.  Foster, 
Sir  John  Nbwport,  and  Mr.  Parneli^, 
appear  to  be  running  a  race  of  rivalship 

in  this  opposition. Let  us,  therefor^ 

look  a  little  into  the  grounds  of  their  op* 

poution. ^Tbe  objects  of  the  bill,  were, 

and  still  are,  twofold  :  the  1st,  to  add  .to 
the  quantity  of  corn  in  the  kingdom,  and 
thereby  x^ontribute  towards  keeping  it  at 
a  Ttasowbte  price,  and  prevent  the  conse- 
quences of  scarcity :  the  2nd,  to  open  a 
ndto  market  for  sugar,  and  thereby  afFord 
relief  to  our  fellow  subjects,  the  West 
India  Planters.  Consequently,  the  pro- 
priety, or  impropriety  of  passmg  the  act, 
and  of  keeping  it  in  force,  must  depend 

upon  the  price  qf  com  in  the  kingdom. 

Well,  then,  now  let  us  compare  the  prices 
of  corn  ichcn  the  bill  was  first  passed  with 
^e  prices  of  com  now. 

THEN,  NOW, 

per  quarter,  per  quarter^ 
Wh'eat  -  -  .  80».  -  -  -  I02s.    . 
Barley  -  -  -  385.  -  -  -    40s. 
OaU  -  -  .  -  33*.  -  -  -     32f. 
There  requires,  I  think,  nothing  more  to 
show,  that,  if  the  act  was  proper  in  1 808, 
it  must  be  proper  to  continue  it  in  force 
now. — But,  say  the  Irish  members,  though 
you  have  had  a  scanty  harvest  in  England, 
we  have  had  a  plentiful  one  in  Ireland, 
and,  therefore,  1ft  not  the  act  apply  to  that 
part  of  the  tmited  kingdom.    In  aov^cing 
such  an   argument,  they  might,  surely, 
leave  •ut  the  word  united;  for,  to  hear  it, 
one  would  suppose  that  Ireland  was  com- 
pletely sepQsr,eUed  from  England,  either  by 
tatwre,  or  by  some  legai  prolMtion,    Oh, 
no!    These  gentlemen,  men  of  so  much 
sense,  ney«r  can  think,  that  I,  for  instance, 
am  such  a  ibol  as  to  believe,  that,  while  the 
Dorts  are  opea,  corn  can  be  dea^  in  Eug- 
land  and  cheap  in  Ireland*  scarce  in  tlie 
former  coiUitr^  and  abundant  \n  the  lat- 
ter.    The^  noMffht  just  as  well  'suppose  me, 
Capable  oi  bdutying,  that  the  people  of 


Huml^shire  could  experience  fimitne,  while 
those  ofWiltshire  were  living  in  |he  midst' 
of  plenty.      That  argument,  therefore,  is 
worth  nothing.— -^Anoth^  is,  that,  owing 
to  the  wetness  of  the  harvest,  there  rs  « 
great  deal  of  com,  which  cannot  be  used 
"  as  hwmanfifod^''  which  might  be  used'  nt 
the   distilleries.      Now,   I    have    always 
understoo(t  that  none  but  the  very    beU 
grain  is  used  in  the  distilleries.     Biut,  be 
this  as  it. may,  of  one  (hing  I  am  very 
sure,  that  (speaking  of  what  sort  of  com 
you  please)  in  praportion  as  it  is  damaged, 
by  wet  or  otherwise,  it  is  less  valuable  for 
eoery  purpose ;  for  distilling  as  weN  as  for 
eating ;  and,  it  is  well  known,  Ihat  Barley, 
which  has  been  much  Wet,  is  never  used 
lor  m^Uingt  if  oiiher  oaR  possibly  be  got. 
The  reason  is;  that  k  has  bst  part  or  its 
spirit ;  part  of  that»  which  in  one  wary  or 
another,  Would  oo  to  the  inrmliig  of  human 
sustenance,     frhetia  is  not  disi'illed  ^  hut^ 
suppose  It  was.     Take  a  bushel  of  grown 
ytrheat,  and  it  will  make  just  as  muc6  lesa 
jpimthana  bushel  of  good  wheat  wouU 
make,  as  the  former  would  make  less  than 
the  latter  of  human  food  in  the  shape  c^ 
Jhur.     As  to  .Barley,  that  whict^  is  unfi4 
for  inalt  and  the  distilleries,  is,  gfcnerallyj 
consumed  by  Hogs;  and,  surely,  (heyarci 
not  so  'very  ^ice  in  their  diet  as  to  refuse 
to  eat  that  wh;ch  Is  fit  for  the  still,  f  Oats 
can  hardly  1)0  called  "  ksmum  faoJL**    Tbii 
argtmMDt  appears  to  ate  te  have  afltbbg 
at  all  in  it  9    and,  indeed>  unlets  there  be 
something  more  ui  the  meaning  of  these 
gentlemen,  than  I  have  bei§n  able  to  pick 
out  of  the  reports  of  their  speeches  in  the 
news-papers,    their    opposition  must   be 
intendecl  merely  as  a  compliment  in  kind 
lo  their  constituents.-— —But,  I  had,  iii 
imitation  of  these  gentlemen,  nearly  for- 
gotten to  ask  them,  howtheycameto  pais 
over  the  circumstance  (however  tfffiin^) 
that  we  are  now  actuaUy  importhig  com 
from  abroad;  nay,  from  Erance,  where  we 
hare,  by  our  importations,  raised  theprice^ 
since  July  last,  from  27#.  to  425.  a  ^juaiter^ 
and  where  the  com,  which  we  import, 
pays  a  duty  of  12«.  a  quarter,  which  is  ie 
much  English  money  paid  into  the  coflbm 
of  Buoiiajpart^ !    and,  the  Irish  members 
overlooked  this !  Or,  did  they  really,  and 
do  they  really  mean  to  say,  that  it   Js 
better  to  give  this  money  to  Buonapartiiy 
than  to  sufier  the  distillation  of  sugars, 
because  the  latter  may  be  hurtfbl  to  the 
interests,  er,  rather,  the  imi^gioanr  iate« 
resu,  of  the  corpgrowevsof  Iretaila? 

W**.  COBBBTt 
Londtm,  Rh.  Id,  ISIO. 
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N.  B.  I  was  ;nistaken,  last  week,  ill 
confounding  Mb.  Villiers,  Envoy  to  Por- 
tugal, with  Mr.  Villiers  late  Paymaster 
of  Marines.  They  are  different  per- 
sons ;  and  I  avail  myself  of  this  first  oppor- 
tunity of  correcting  my  error. 


COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  History 

OF 

ENGLAND, 

Which  in  the  compass  of  Sixteen  Volumes, 
royal  octavo,  will  contain  a  full  and 
accurate  Report  of  all  the  recorded 
Proceedinffs,  and  of  all  the  Speeches 
.  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  from 
the  earliest  times,  to  the  Year  1803, 
when  the  publication  of  "  Cobbett's 
Parliamentary  Debates''  commenced. 

The  numerous  Subscribers  to  the  above 
Work  are  respectfully  informed,  that  the 
Sixth  Volume,  embracing  the  period 
from  the  Accession  of  Queen  Anne,  in 
1 702,  to  the  Accession  of  King  George 
the  First,  in  17  H,  will  be  published  m 
March  next. 

MEXICO. 

To  the  Cotton,  Woollen,  and  Silk  Ma- 

NUPACTuiERs  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Gentlemen; — ^While  I  was  at  Mexico, 
last  year,  I  conceived  it  to  be  a  duly  in- 
cumbent upon  me,  to  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure every  sort  of  information  which 
might  be  of  service  to  the  interest  of  my 
count^J^  Amongst  many  other  objects,  I 
attended  particularly  to  the  state  of  the 
Cotton*  \Voollen,  and  Silk  Manufiictures 
there,  and  I  have  brought  home  with  me 
patterns  of  most  of  them,  with  their  prices. 
As  I  think  that  these  patterns  may  be  of 
very  essential  consequence  to  your  inter- 
est, I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you, 
that  if  there  be  any  amongst  you,  who 
Nvish  to  see  them,  I  shall  be  at  home  every 
^Tuesday  and  Friday  fh)m  10  o'clock  in 
the  morning  until  1  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, when  I  shall  be  happy  to  afford  you 
every  explanation  in  regard  to  them,  and 
also  relaute  to  the  exports  and  imports  of 
!Mexico.  I  ao[i.  Gentlemen,  your  obedi- 
dient  humble  Servant, 
'  A.  Cochrane  Johnstonx. 

'  Vo.  1 3,  Ako^B  Bmldmgs, 


The  Hon.  GEORGE  VILLII^  aud 
Mr.  hunt. 

Sir; — In  a  former  communication  on 
Ml*.  George  Villiers's  delinquency,  I  stated 
a  circumstance  of  Mr.  Waters,  his  Deputy, 
having  a  contract  from  the  Chtinance  Of- 
fice—(see  page  126,)  which  1  qualified  u 
a   transaction  that  appeared   extremely 
suspicious  on  both  sides ;  at  that  time  I 
did  not  know,  that  a  delinquency,  similar 
to  that  in  the  Marine  Pay  Office,  had  ac- 
tually  taken   place   in  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance;   an  event, 
which   though  it  does  not  directly  prove 
connection  or  complicity,  cei*tainly  tends, 
from  the  coincidence  of  time,  and  simi- 
larity of  circumstances,  to  create  an  ad- 
ditional suspicion,  that  the  one  was  con- 
nected and  influenced  by  the  other;  in 
whatever  manner  that  influence  had  ope- 
rated.    On    the  discovery   of  the  delin- 
quency, Mr.  Villiers  resigned ;  on  the  dis- 
covery of  the  delinquency,  Mr.  Hunt,  fol- 
lowing the  example  in  this^  as  iu  the  mal- 
versation of  the  public  money,  resigned; 
and  the  Minister  has  appointed  a  succes- 
sor.   The  Minister  has  informed  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  the  proper  officers  are 
investigating  Mr.  Hunt's   accounts,  that 
they  will  soon  be  mado  up,  and  the  deficit 
known.     He  has  not  given  any  informa- 
tion respecting  Mr.   Villiers;    but  now 
that  the  discovery  is  made,  we  may  sup- 
pose that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  bringing 
down  his  account  so  as   to  ascertain  the 
dejicit  to  the  time  of  his  resignation, — That 
evcty  effort  will  be  made,  by  the  one,  and 
the  other,  to  pay  up  their  respective  defi- 
cits, I  make  no  doubt ;  and  I  will  even 
admit  that  they  may  both  be  able  to  re- 
pay the  whole,  without   any  loss  to  die 
public,  though  I  am  far  from  thinking  that 
that  will  be  the  case.     But  even  then,  a 
question  still  remains  of  much  greater  im- 
portance to  the  public,  than  the  actual  re- 
payment of  the  money ;  and  that  i^  the 
danger  of  example,  if  such  ]glaring  acts  o( 
delinquency  are  suffered  to  pass  with  im- 
punity ;  and  without  being  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  criminal  prosecution. — This  ii 
not  a  light  matter,  in  which  Ministersmay 
exercise    a   discretionary    power  as  the 
guardians  of  the   public   purse.    It  does 
not  end  in  itself— It  branches  out  into  con- 
siderations of  the  deepest  social  interests; 
connected  with  the  free  and  equal  distri- 
bution of  justice,  which  is  the  first  and 
pre-eminent  distincti<m    of    the    British 
Constitution,  from  that  of  i|ny  other  Vk 
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the  known  world.  The  questipQ  tben 
is,  Is  this  equaiity  to  be  abandoned  ?  Is 
there  to  he  one  dispensation  of  the  law  to 
the  rick,  and  another  to  the  poor  f  Certai  n 
I  am  that  the  utmost  cape  ought  to  be 
taken  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of 
suph  an  opinion  being  circulated  among 
the  lower  classes  of  the  people.  It  wouicH 
of  all  others,  be  the  most  dangerous ;  and 
mo^t  likely  to  indispose  them  to  thf  cou- 
fttitutton,  which  admitted  of  so  grieyous  an 
abos^  :  they  all  know^  that,  if  a  man  com- 
mitted a4heft,  restitution  of  the  property 
will  not  iree  him  from  a  prosecution— 
that  the  person,  who  has  bt^en  robbed,  if 
he  d<>es  not  prosecute,  is  liable  to  be  nro- 
tecuieM  himself  f  ^r  compromiMug  a  felo- 
ny.* Atid  wtiatmusi  their  opinioui<  be  of 
the  laws,  if  they  can  hear  ot  public  men 
applying  «£.200  0cX)  and  <£.2S0,U00  of 
the  money  of  ilie  public  to  their  own  use, 
without  being  brought  to  any  trial  for  so 
doiat>  ?  While  a  ptior  man  who  had  ap- 
plied aft  many  pence  belonging  to  his 
nei^bour,  to  his  «iwn  use,  woutd  be  liable 
to  tbe  QtmoBt  rigour  of  the  law.  Let  no 
man  imagine,  that  my  disposition  is  cruel, 
or  that  I  am  insensible,  to  the  digress  that 
the  men  alluded  to  may  feel  from  the  di«- 
covery»  and  the  consequences  of  their  de- 
linquency; but  I  have  superior  feelings 
for  the  nvter^st^  of  the  .public;  aiul  I 
know  there  can  b^  no  safety  for  the  pub- 
lic property,  no  security,  against  malrer- 
sation,  peculatioji,  and  fraud,  if  sof-h  enor- 
mous acts  of  delinqu'  n%'y  are  suffered  to 
pass  wiila  i<upunity.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons evinced  this  to  be  their  opinion  in 
ordering'  Lord  Melville  to  be  prosecuted 
for  a  misclcfneanor,  though  he  did  not  then 
owe  the  public  a  ^rthing;  and  though  an 
Act  of  Indemnity  bad  been  passed  fir  the 
strongest  article  of  the  charge  against 
him.  Why  was  not  a  similar  line  of  con- 
duct obaenred  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Steele  ? 
where  the  delitiquency  was  marked  by 
many  aggravating  circumstances,  and 
where  tl^  largo  sum,  he  had  diverted  to 
his  own  use,  was  not  repaid  till  the  mal- 
versation was  discovered  by  his  sdccessor 
in  offire.  That  the  omission  at  the  time 
was  highly  <^ulpable,  and  has  been  attend- 
ed wiu  niost  injurious  consequences  to 
the  public,  is  now  too  evident.  But  that 
the  blame  may  not  indiscriminately  be 
charged  to  minister?  at  large,  it  ought  to 
be  known,  that  it  belongs,  exclurioekf,  to 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  day,  when  the 
disc<jvery  was  made,  in  the  first  place^  and 
to  every   tubaeqnent  Attorney  General 


since,  though  in  a  less  degree ;  as  that  ofllker  , 
has  the  power,  and  it  is  an  essential  part  of 
his  duty,  to  prosecute  offences  against  the 
public.  If  Mr.  Steele  had  been  prosecuted 
lor  the  delinquency,  is  it  likely  that  Mr. 
Villiers  and  Mr.  Hunt  woukhiot  have  taken 
warning  by  the  example  ?  But  on  the  con- 
trary, when  they  found  that  detection 
produced  no  other  inconvenience  than 
the  refunding  the  money ;  may  we  not 
fairly  conclude  that  the  prospect  of  pror 
fit,  from  trading  with  the  public  mo- 
ney, was  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  and 
that  it  will  continue  to  produce  the 
same  effect  on  alt  men,  who  have  puh* 
lie  money  in  their  hcinds,  until  the  law 
he  duly  executed  in  such  cases,  in 
favor  of  the  property  of  the  public,  as  it 
would  be  in  the  case  of  the  property  of 

an  individual  ? At  this  time  the  delin* 

quency  of  Mr.  Villiers  and  Mr.  Hunt,  if 
each  of  much  greater  magnitude  as  to 
the  sum,  than  tlibt  of  Mr.  Steele,  but  tha 
case  of  Mr.  Villiers  particularly,  except 
he  has  been  guilty  of  signing  false  re- 
turns, is  inferior  in  degree  of  criminality 
to  that  of  Mr.  Steele,  as  the  latter  acted 
against  an  express  law  passed  to  regulate 
•lis  office,  and  Mr.  Villiers  was  not  under 
any  such  legal  restraint.  Until  Mr. 
Steele  be  prosecuted,  is  it  possible  to 
bring  Mr.  Villiers  to  a  trial  ?  I  think  it  is 
not ;  and  that  Mr.  Villiers  and  Mr.  Hunt 
must  be  both  overlooked,  and  allowed  to 
escape  with  impunity;  for  even  as  to  re- 
paying, I  have  little  expectations  on  that 
point,  as  we  have  seen  how  that  has  been 
managed  in  other  instances;  for  in  the 
ca3e  of  Mr.  Ford yce's  deficit,  which  oc- 
curred some  SO  years  ago,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  there  was  till  very  late]y>  a  con- 
siderable balance  still  due. — I  have  heard 
a  great  deal  x}^  Mr«  Bankes's  Committee, 
but  as  far  as  I  can  judge  of  their  proceed* 
ings,  they  appear  to  be  dealers'  in  small 
wares.  I  do  not  know  that  these  recent 
instances,  of  delinquency  fall  under  their 
inouisitorial  cognizance,  and  I  hope  they 
will  not  be  offended  at  my  expressing  a 
wish,  that  they  do  not,  like  an  ancient 
sect,  strain  at  gnats  and  swallow  camels  ; 
but  if  afler  being  in  labour  two  or  three 
years,  they  have  produced  but  one  little 
mouse.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to  have 
any  very  great  ejcpectations  of  their  future 
productions ;  and  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Villiers» 
and  Mr.  Hunt  may  probably  be  dead  and 
buried  before  they  can  come  down  te 
their  case;  .but  however  the  House  of 
Commons  may  chuse  to  delegate  their 
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diities>  in  special  instances,  the  constitti* 
lion  has  net  entrusted  the  inlerests  of  the 
poblic  to  any  Committee,  or  led  them 
without  a  proper  guard  ;  for  in  the  cases 
before  us,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxche- 
qner  is  tn  look  after  the  property,  and  the 
Attorney  General  is  charged  with  piose- 
cuting  the  delinquency.  I  only  desire  it 
Id  be  understood  that  the  deficit^  and  de- 
Knquency  or  raiademeanor,  are  diflerent 
and  distinct ;  that  if  tile  deficit  were  com- 
plately  done  away,  the  delinqnency, 
wliich  is  the  subject  of  a  criminal  pro- 
Kcution,  would  still  remain  ;  and  that  if 
Ibc  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Jctaorney  General  should  appear  remiss 
m  performing  their  respectire  duties,  the 
^bUc  will  look  to  «be  House  of  Commons 
to  inteflm*  and  to  call  them  to  acconnt 
fcr  ibe  Atrelittion  of  ibeir  daly.«— I  know 
thef  we  nuny  wb^make  light  of  Wr. 
Bunt^sd«lin<{M«Ky  comparwi  with  that  of 
lir.  Villiert,  looking  aoly  to  tlie  anoant 
if  ilin  deficit,  wbidn  it  anpocted,  tn  the 
eae  cast  and  the  otbar.  But  I  cannot 
ngpte  with  Ais  aaodn  af  reaaoofing,  Ibr  I 
haprv  akreaid|y  abewn,  that  though  the  loss 
to-lbe  public  may  be  lest,  the  cHoMnality 
■mr,froni«Miy  cipctnnstaacea»  be  greater: 
as#tha  tiia  dtiftaqnmty  muit  be  yieweii 
a9p*ately,  to  enable  na  to  form  a  correct 
jadtaent  on  the  demerit  of  each  case.— 
Objictjena  h»re  been  mnde  to  the  appoint- 
BieKt  of  ene  of  Lord  Miftgrate^s  brothers 
as  sQCceaaor  to  Mr.  VilKers,  on  the  ground 
4^  intapacity. — Bot  if  safficient  security 
hat  been  talnm  to  gnard  the  pubUc  against 
tbe  canseqnences,  that  may  arise  from  in- 
caf»acity  or  malversation,  I  should  not 
be  for  attending  to  tbe  objections,  though 
I  think  a  ifuastion  ousht  to  be  made,  how 
Sent  tie  Civil  Office  of  Paymaster  is  com* 
pntiUe  with  the  Military  character  of  the 
General,  and  that  the  {my  of  tbe  latter 
dioold  be  saved  to  tbe  public,  while  he 
receives  the  salary  of  Paymaster :  as  in 
the  case  tif  Officers  on  half  pay,  which  is 
ateet,  en  the  receiving  a  cirii  employment 
nnder  government  As  to  the  question  of 
lecnrity,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  the  pay 
be  bsued  monthly,  tbe  security  need  not 
exceed  that  amoont^  provided  tbe  Com- 
missioners of  tbe  Navy  do  their  doty  ; 
and  I  agani  repeat  wbak  I  observed  in  a 
former  Number,  that  if  those  Commission- 
•rs  had  done  their  duty,  so  enormons  a 
deficit  never  could  baf«  taken  place  in 
Mr*  VillieM's  account. 

lan,^.       A.B. 


PARUAMEXTA^Y  BEEOBM-    . 

At  a  Ml£RTr»Ki  of  the  Iniiabkant  House* 
hohler%  Electoh*  of  the  City  and  Liberty 
of  WESTMINSTER,  heW  in  New  Palace* 
yard,  the  9th  day  of  February,  1810. 
Arthur  Morris,  Esq.  High  Bailiff,  in  die 
Chair.     It  wras  Resolved, 

That  in  a  Petition  presented  to  tbe 
House  of  Commons,  on  tbe  0th  day  of 
May,  1793,  and  entered  on  its  Joonnli» 
Tt  was  averred,  and  oflered  to  be  proved 
at  the  Bar,  that  154  individo^hi  (Peen 
and  others)  did,  by  their  own-  Aatbority, 
appoint,  or  procure  the  return  of  Sfff 
Members  of  that  House  (independent  of 
those  from  Scotland), ,  who  were  thaselh 
abled  to  decide  all  Ctueations  in  tbenmo 
of  tbe  whole  People  of  Great  Britaint 

That  in  a  Report  presented'  to  tbe  stid 
House  daring  ttie  last  Session,  it  appein 
tbata  large  portion  of  tbe  AfiimberftdKire* 
of,  are  Pbcemen  and  Benaioners,  depend- 
ant on  tbe  Crown. 

That  in  a  Artition  presented  to  the  stid 
House,  on  tbe  9th  day  of  December,  1790, 
and  entered  en  its  Journals,  it  was  averred, 
that  ^  Seats  therein  were  as  notoriomly 
<<  rented  and  bought  m  standhigs  hf 
"  Cattle  in  a  Fnir;'^  which  assertion  was 
then  resented  as  *"  Scandalous  and  libel- 
<"  loos :"  But  when,  on  the  1  Itbdsy  of 
Maj  last,  two  of  hta  Majesty's  Minitlcff 
wen  acooied  of  being  eencemed  in  tbe 
sale  of  a  Seat,  tbev  were  screened  im 
puttishment,  on  a  piaa  of  the  extreme  no- 
toriety of  the  practice,  whicbmanyofiti 
Members  unbtuahingty  justified. 

That  to  thM  defbdive  state  of  the  B^ 
preaentation,  is  to  be  attributed  long*  ^ 
fortunate,  and  destructive  Wars :  the  iit* 
mense  D^  and  Tuces  with  which  i^ 
Country  is  bavtbened;  and  tho^  petin* 
cioQs  Conncils  which  have  deprived  o«r 
fellow  Subjects,  the  Citizens  df  Londoa,  m 
their  ancient  and  constitntiona^  right  of 
Petition  to  tbe  King. 

That  by  these  correptiona,  the  Fsople 
are  deprived  of  their  lawfiil  ilbare  in  tbe 
Geverwnent,  by  Representation  in  f^* 
CemuMns  Honse  of  Parliament  wKeh 
share  bas  been  nsorped'lly  an  aate^ 
Oiiffarchy  of  BerongiiHnonger^ 

That  a  complete  ^fonn  in  the  Ba{^ 
sentatton  would  destroy  the  cernipt  io^ 
once  oi  the  Borougk  Faction,  secure  to  m 
Crown  its  just  prerogatives,  and  reeiete  to 
tbe  People  tkise  li^of  wbteh  ihey  ^ 
unlawfiilly  dofMnfed. 
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That  when  tbe  principles  of  cmr  Con- 
stitution shall  h^  reduced  to  practice^  the 
^itpences>  disorders,  and  tumults  attending 
ElectioiiSy  will  foe  aToidad  ;  the  rights  ana 
liberties  of  the  People  secared ;  taxes  ies- 
seoed;  the  vneqtml  and  grieyoos  imposi- 
tion of  the  Pinoperty  Tax  remofved ;  and 
Ibtsre  borthens  prevented.  Corruption 
irill  then  be  no  longer  necessary,  much 
Jess  avoffred  to  be  necessary,  for  the  admi- 
nistration  of  public  aflieiiri. 

That  a  Petition  to  lus  Majesty  be  now 
Tead  :  (which  being  done).  It  was  Resol- 
Ted,  That  this  be  &e  Petition  $  That  the 
Hi^  Baiii£P  do  sign  this  Petition ;  That 
onrBepresentattTes,  the  Hon.  Lord  Coch- 
ncie,  and  Sir  Francis  Bui^ett,  hart,  ac- 
companied by  the  High  Bailiff,  be  re- 
quested to  deKrer  the  same  to  his  Majesty. 

That  a  Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons 
be  now  read;  (winch  beins  done).  It  was 
ResoWed,  That  this  be  the  Petition ;  That 
the  High  Bailiff,  and  Twenty-five  Inhabi- 
tant Householders,  do  sign  this  Petition ; 
That  ft  be  delivered  toour  Representatives, 
the  hon.  Lord  Cochrane,  and  Sir  F.  Bur- 
dett,  'bart.  to  be  presented  to  the  House. 
And  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  support 
the  same. 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
jpr^to  our  worthy  .Representatives,  the; 
Aon.Lord  Cochrane,  and  Sir  F.  Bkirdett,i 
bart»  for  their  general  conduct  in  Parlia- 
«nent. 

That  the  Thanhs  of  this  Meeting  be 
given  to  Sir  F.  Burdett,  hart,  for  calling 
upqn  the  Honse  of  Commons,  during  the 
last  Session,  to  take  into  their  considera- 
tion the  State  of  the  Representation,  and 
for  his  able  and  constitutional  Speech,  on 
tkftt  occasion* 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 

^ven  to  Arthur  Morris,  esq.  High  Bailiff, 

ior  the  ^promptness  with  which  he  called. 

this  Mating,  and  for  his  impartial  con- 

HJkict  in  the  Chair. 

^igned)    Aethub  Utioaais, 

High  Bailiff. 

T^  Petition  to  ike  Kmg. 

•»  Wb,  your  Majesty 's  dutiful  and  loyal 
(abjects^  the  Inhabitant  Householders, 
•Elec^rs  of  the  City  and  Liberty  of  West- 
jMnster,  respectfully  approach  your  Ma- 
jesty^s  Throne,  to  declare  our  anxious  so- 
licitude for  the  Honour  of  your  Crown 
and  the  Safety  of  yoar  Dominions  ;  and, 
|K>twi^8tandittg  the  unconstitutional  and 
odioitt  barriers  which,  by  evil  minded 
Qoooitllon^  h«va  rtcently  btoQ  placod 


between  your  Majesty  and  our  fellow- 
subjocts  the  Citizens  of  London,  we,  bear- 
ing in  mind  that  the  same  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment which,  and  wbfcli  alone,  made  the 
Crown  of  England  your  Majesty's  birth- 
right, declared,  as  having  always  existed, 
the  rlgln  ofPetition  to  be  our  birth-right. 
— 'We  humbly  state  to  your    Majesty* 
that  it  is  with  the  deepest  affliction  we 
have  ob^rved  the  rapid  tendency  of  this 
our  beloved  Country  to  that  state  of  things 
which  prepare  Nations  for  Foreign  Sub- 
ju£fation,  the  ^ause  of  which,  we  humbly 
submit,  is  to  be  found  in  one  of  the  Three 
Estates,  of  which  the  Government  of  these 
Realms  is  composed,  having  losi  its  Ind^ 
pendence. — ^Wewill  neither  detail  toyoor 
Majesty  the  proofs  ofiered  to  be  produced 
at  the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
the  6th  day  of  May,  1793 ;  nor  those  of 
the  generally  received  opinion  of  youf 
Majesty's  fattb&l  andloyal  Subjects,  that 
a  Majority  of  the  Members  are  not  re- 
turned to  that  House  by  the  People,  but 
are  placed  there  by  a  corrupt  Oligarehy 
ofBurough -mongers :  But  with  sorrow  of 
heart  we  find  ourselves  compelled  to  de- 
clare to  your  Majjesty  our  firm  conviction 
that  corruption  has  been  established  and 
avdwed  in  that  House,  and  our  belief  that 
to  this  cause  ought  to  be  attributed  the 
'unfortunate    circumstances   which    have 
aiSicted  your  People,  and  brought  your 
Majesty's  Dominions  kito  such  Imimnent 
peril,  that  to  preserve  them  from  subjuga- 
tion by  a  Foe  which  Eni^land  for  agesc^s- 
pised,  will,  as  yo^r  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  tell  us,  "require  the 
utmost  efforts  of  vigilance,  fortitude,  and 
perseverance."— We   humbly    represent 
to  your  Majesty,  that  the  evils  we  so  feel- 
ingly dcplor<»,  have  caused  the  destruction 
of  a^nost  all  the  Kingdoms  and  States  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe ;  the  corruptiooa 
of  their  Governments,  by  alienating  the 
affections  of  the  People,  having  rendered 
them  an  easy  conquest  to  the  Armies  of 
France  —  With    unfeigned    regret    we 
state  these  lamentable  circumstances  to 
your  Majesty  ;    but  we  are  not  without 
hopCi  we  have  a  resource  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  our  Country,  and  need  only  recur 
to  its  Principles  to  be  again  the  great  and* 
glorious  Nation  we  were  in  ibrmer  times  : 
And  Mre  are  folly  convinced,  that  all  our 
dangers  may  be  averted,  your  M^esty^ 
Throne  Secured,  the  Rights  and  Liberties 
of  your  People  restored,  and  this  Nadon 
once  more  become  the  admiration. of  •the 
World---«iB)plVy  but  ^nly,  by  an  cflkicm 
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Beform  in  t^e  Commons  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. —  We,  therefore,  humbly  pray, 
th^  your  Majefty  will  be  pleased  to  adopt 
such  measures,  at  in  your  IVJtajesty's  wis- 
dom shall  seem  meet,  for  effecting  a  con- 
stitutional Reform  in  the  Commons  House 
"of  Parliament,  and  for  securinir  to  your 
People  the  reality  and  uses  of  Kepresen* 
tation.'^ 

TIic  Petition  to  the  Houmc  qfCommm^k 

.  "  That  in  a  Petition  presented  to  your 
Honourable  House  by  Charles  Grey, 
Esq.  (now  Earl  Grey)  on  Monday  the 
Oth  day  of  May,  1793,  and  which 
Petition  was  entered  on  the  Journals  of 
your  Honourable  House,  it  was  averred, 
^nd  offered  to  be  proved, 

"  That  the  House  of  Commons  did  not 
"  fully  and  fairly  represent  ihe_  People  of 
*'  England. — ^That  the  Elective  Franchi«e 
*'  Wa;i  so  pertiaUy  and  uneqjMitly  distri- 
"  buted,  that  a  Majority  of  your  Honour- 
"  able  House  was  ilected  by  less  than  a 
"  two  hundreth  part  of  the  Male  Popula- 
"  lation. — ^That  ilie  right  of  votmg  was 
.*'  regulated  by  no  uniform  or  ntional 
"  Principle.— That  Rutland,''  the  smallest, 
•*  and  Yorkshire,"  the  largest  County, 
*'  returned  the  same  number  of  Repre< 
"  sentatives. — That  Cornwall,*'  which,  by 
the  Census  taken  by  order  of  Parliament, 
appears  to  contain  a  Population  of  1  ^8,269, 
"  returns  as  many  Members  to  your 
.^*  Honourable  House  as  the  Counties  of 
/'  York,  Rutland  and  Middlesex,"  which 
by  the  same  Census,  contain  1,695,377.— 
"  And  that  Cornwall  and  Wilts,"  contain- 
ing 373,370  persons^  "  send  more  Borough 
*<  Members  to  Parliament  than  Yorkshire, 
"  Lancashire,  Warwickshire,  Middlesex, 
'f  Worcestershire,  and  Somersetshire,  unit- 
"  ed,"  which  contain  2,i)7 1,250.-^^  That 
"  70  of  your  Honourable  Members  are 
"  returned  by  33  Places,  where  the  Elcc- 
**  tions  are  notoriously  pier^  matters  of 
-'  form. — That,  ^iu  addiiion  to  the  70  so 
"  chosen,  90  more  of  your  Honourable 
.  **  Members  are  elected  by  40  Piaces,  in 
!'  none  of  which  the  nuinber  of  Electors 
f*  exceed  50. — That,  in  addition  to  the 
«*  160  so  elected,  37  more  of  your  Honour- 
*'  able  Members  are  elected  by  19  Places, 
f'  in  none  of  which  the  tjumber  of  Electors 
"  exceed  100. — ^I'hat,  in  addition  to  the 
'*  197  Honourable  Members  so  chosen, 
"52  more  arc  returned  by  26  Places,  in 
*f  none  of  which  the  number  of  Voters  ex- 
n  ceed  2(X).— That,  in  add^ion  to  the  21-9 
".  so   elected,  20  more  are  returned  for 


"  Counties  in  Scotland  by-  leii  than  100 
"  Electors  each,  and  10  for  Counties  ia 
'*  Scotland  by  less  than  250  each.-^That, 
"  in  addition  to. the  279  so  elected,  15  Dis- 
"  tricts  of  Burghs  in  Scotland,  not  con- 
*'  taining  100  Voters  each,  and  two  Di«- 
'*  tricts  of  Burghs,  not  containing  1 25  each, 
''  return  15  more  of  your  Honourable 
"  Members. — That  in  this  manner  2\)i  of 
"  your  Honourable  Members  are  chosen, 
*'  which,  being  a  decided  Majority,  of  the 
"  entire  House  of  Commons,  are  enabled 
"  to  decide  all  ^estions  in  the  name  of 
"  the  whole  People  of  Great  Britain.—- 
'*  That  84  Individuals  do,  by  tlieir.  own 
"  immediate  authority,  send  157  of  your 
"  Honourable  Members  to  Parliament.— 
"  That,  in  additioaio  these  157  Honour- 
"  able  Members,  150  more,  making  in 
"  the  whole  307,  are  returned  to  your 
"  Honourable  House,  not  by  the  collective 
'*  voice  of  those  whom  they  appear  to 
"  represent,  but  by  the  recommendatioo 
"of  70  powerful  individuab,  added  to 
"  the  S4  before-mentioned,  and  making 
"  the  total  number  of  Patrons  altogether 
"only  154,  ^wbo  return  a  decidecf  Ma- 
"joriiy  of  your  Honourable  House.— 
"  That  no  less  than  150  of  your  Honour- 
"  able  Members  owe  their  Elections 
*'  entirely  to  the  interference  of  Peers: 
"  And  that  40  Peers,  in  defiance  of  the 
"  Resolutions sof  your  Honourable  House, 
"  have  possessed  themselves  of  so  i^any 
"  Burgage  Tenures,  and  obtained  such  on 
"  absolute  and  uncontrouled  command 
"  in  very  many  small  Borouehs  in  the 
"  Kingdom,  as  to  be  enabled,  by  their 
"  own  positive  authority,  to  return  81  of 
"  your  Honourable  Members.— rThat  Seats 
"  in  your  Honourable  House  are  sought 
''  for  at  a  most  extravagant  and  m- 
"  creasing  rate  of  expence. — ^Tbat  the 
"  means  taken  by  Candidates  to  obtaia, 
"  and  by  Electors  to  bestow,  the  honour 
"  of  a  Seat  in  your  Honourable  Hous^, 
"  evidently  appear  to  have  been  in- 
'*  creasing  in  a  progressive  degree  of 
"  Fraud  and  Corruption."   . 

Your  Petitioners  are  ot  opinion,  that  if 
th^  Representation  of  the  People  in  your 
Honourable  Hoi;se  had  not  been  very  de- 
fective and  unequal,  they  should  noC  now 
have  to  complain  of  the  sad  efte-  ts  pro- 
duced by  several  unfortotiate  and  destruc- 
tive Wars,  or  of"  ttie  imm<:nse  Debt  and 
Taxes  with  which  the  Country  is  bur- 
thcned.  They  lament,  that  your  Honour- 
able House  have  nut  thought  ht  to  take  the 
Petition,  containing  the  above  allegations,. 
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into  3roQr  seHoas  consideratk>n ;  th«  more 
80,  as,  since  the  time  it  was  entered  on 
the  Journals  of  yoar  Honourable  House, 
the  above  causes  cannot  but  have  increased 
the  number  of  corrupt  Persons  who  barter 
for  Seats.  'And  it  is  with  grief  we  state, 
that  when  a  direct  a'nd  distinct  Charge  was 
made  in  your  Honourable  House,  on  the 
1  Ith  day  of  May  last^a^inst  Lard  Castle- 
rtagh  and  Mr.  JPm«w/,  Members  thereof, 
and'at  the  same  tune  two  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  of  hating  sold  a  Seat  therein^ 
that  your  Honourable  House  refused  to 
institute  any  Inquiry — ^we  are  therefore 
compelled  to  conclude,  that  the  only 
alternative  which  is  left  oor  Country  is  a 
radical  Reform  in  the  RepresentattOD,  or  a 
final  extinction  of  its  Liberties. 

We  cannot  conceal  from  your  Honour- 
able House  our  apprehensions,  that  the 
Prayer  of  this  our  Petition  will  not  be 
attended  to  until  it  be  too  late ;  but  your 
Petitioners  will,  in  any  event,  have  the 
satisfaction  arising  from  a  conteientious 
•discharge  of  the  Dufy  they  owe  their 
Country. — Your  Petitioners  most  earnestly 
request,  that  your  Honourable  House  will, 
at  an  early  day,  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  tKe  present  defective  State  of  the 
Representation,  and  adopt  such  other 
means  as  shall  prevent  the  choice  of 
Representatives  from  being  "  committed 
"  to  select  bodies  of  men,  of  such  limited 
"  numbers  as  relider  them  an  easy  prey  to 
"  the  artfal,  or  a  ready  purchase  to  the 
"  wealthy  ;'^  and  to  shorten  the  duration 
of  Piariiaraentd ;  and  by  removing  the 
causes  of  that  confusion,  litigation,  and  ex- 
pense, with  which  they  are  at  this  day  con- 
ducted, to  render  frequent  and  new  Elec- 
tions, what  our  Ancestors  at  the  Revo- 
lution asserted  them  to  be,  the  means 
of  a  ha|»py  Union  and  good  Agree- 
ment between  the  King  and  the  People. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

South  America.  —  La  Paz*,  July  16, 
1809. — The  inhabitants  of  this  place,  sus- 
pc<Hing  the  Governor,  Archbishop,  and 
other  persons  in  authority^  of  a  design  to 
transfer  the  sovereignty  of  these  countries 
to  the  Princess  of  the  Brazils,  rose  in  a 
mass  at  half  past  six  o'clock,  and  the  bells 

*  T^  Paz  is  nearly  500  miles  from  the 
coast,  in  the  interior  of  Peru,  and  is  adja- 
cent to  the  lake  of  Cucuito.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood is  the  lofty  mountain  Illimani, 
one  of  the  links  of  a  vast  chain  of  eleva- 
tiotis  abotipding  in  the  precious  metuls. 


of  the  cathedral  l>einff'  rung,  the  whol« 
were  speedily  assembled  in  the  grand 
square.  Parties  were  detached  to  secura 
the  military  guards  and  centinels,  the  jail, 
the  palace,  atid  the  magazines.  All  theift 
operations  were  effected  amidst  general 
•xclamations  oF  "  Long  live  King  Ferdi- 
nand, our  Religion,  and  our  Country!" 
and  without  any  other  casualty  than  the 
wounding  of  a  serjeant  who  offered  aomo 
resistance,  and  the  killing  of  a  peasani, 
who  was  mistaken  by  th^  populace  for  a 
soldier.  The  portrait  of  Ferdinand  VII. 
was  stuck  up  at  the  entrance  of  the  Towo- 
hall.  The  Archbishop  endeavoured  to 
pacify  the  tumult ;  but  the  people  ordered 
him  to  retire  to  his  palace,  to  save  himself 
from  insult.  The  Cabildo,  in  consequent 
of  the  repeated  demands  of  the."  people^ 
asaemblea  at  one  in  the  morning;  and 
Don  Gregorit  Lanza,  and  Juan  Bautista 
Catucora,  being,  elected  Deputies  to  inti* 
mate  the  wishes  of  their  fellow-citizen8> 

Croposed,  in  their  name,  that  the  Arch- 
iskop  and  Governor  Intendant  should  re- 
sign their  functions ;  that  the  Officers  ef  the 
Haciendu  should  put  into  the>  hands  of  the 
Cabildo  one  of  the  keys  of  the  Casa  Real, 
and  that  the  Post-master  Francisco  Psazoa 
should  be  succeeded  by  Pedro  Cosco,  and 
thdt  Don  Pedro  Mutilla  should  provi- 
sionally be  appointed  Military  Command- 
ant in  the  place  of  Colonel  Diego  Fernan- 
dez Davila.  All  these  propositions  being 
acceded  to,  and  guards  being  stationed  at 
the  most  important  points,  the  people 
quietly  dispersed  at  three  in  the  morning.-^ 
Jufy  17.  All  the  European  and  America^ 
inhabitants  were  assembled  by  proclama- 
tion, at  three  o'clock>  and  in  the  presence  ^^ 
of  the  Cabildo  and  the  bust  of  Ferdinand 
VII.  took  an  oath  to  maintain  the  rights  •f 
their  Sovereign,  their  Religion,  and  their 
Country.— Vw/y  18.  This  day  the  Cabildo, 
at  the  instance  of  the.  Deputies  of  the 
People,  prohibited  any  person  from  leav- 
ing the  city  without  a  paasport  from  the 
Commandant,  and  ordered  the  Governor 
to  be  separated  from  the  Archtiishop,  at 
whose  palace  they  had  hitherto  remained 
under  guards.  Two  battalions  of  cavalry, 
of  500  men  each,  were  enrolled.  They 
consist  of  the  most  respectable  Europeans 
and  Americans. — Jufy  19.  Tliis  day  the 
Cabildo,  at  the  instance  of  the  Deputies, 
ordered  the  officers  ot  the  Hacciendu  t« 
produce  all  the  vouchers  in  their  posses- 
sion of  revenue  debts,  for  the  purpose  of 
their  being  cantrclled  apd  committed  to 
the  flames.  They  also  resolved  that  the 
Indians  should  not  pay   the  atcavala  on 
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fbringin^  InJtD  natket  tli<^if  prnriBi^nis  and 
nMaufactir«s,  and  tJiai  the  liutiai  on  to* 
4>acc»  should  b«  low^ed.  it  waa  al«o 
determined  that  a  boltalton  of  IjiUians 
-.•boald  he  raued,  ynder  the  Atle  of  Volun- 
^toera^ihe  National  Union.— 7tt^  20*  The 
-Cabildo,  on  the  ptopo^on  of  tbe  I>epu* 
ties,  admiited  a»  associates,  eight  persons 
aiomUiated  by  the  p^ple.  Twothoosaod 
sdoltera  wece  drawn  from  the  Casa  ReaU  |o 
We  distributed  «aong  tlw  poorer  claases  of 
the  populace ;  but  the  latter,  with  one 
voice,  reeded  the  lar^oss,  calling  out 
that  the  money  ahould  be  expended  in 
oasting  caunon,  or  in  paying  the  troopi. 
OhUbs  were  tstiied  for:  raisiag  a  VaUalion 
<tf  500  atiHit  negroes ;  for  increasing  the 
'total  of  our  ssilitary  ostAMishnent  to  the 
,ainmberx»f  10,090  men ;  for  fortifying  the 
•lietghts  of  'Ibe  city  with  lOO  pieces  of 
.  oaanoQ,  and  fdr  casting  a  (quantity  of  fly- 
-ing  Mtillery.-Witt($r2i*  The  people  asaem- 
,fsAw,  as  usual,  in  /the  grand  square,  and 
-the  Bepntles  ^r^poatd  to  the  CabiUie  a 
•>aewlsyatem  of  goverAment,  wjth  the  yiew 
of  for  ever  preittntihg  the  reiorn  of  that^ 
viyranny  and  ii^iMticc  under  which  they 
.JbaTe  bitbevio  au^ered.  The  con^tideration 
•f  tbia  important  subject  was,  boweTer,  at 
the  request  of  the  Cabildo,  pc^tppned  ff»r 
the  presbni.-«-Jitfy  22.  There  waa  a  gene- 
Tfl^  tnvBter  vfUrn  banaliofia  i«i  the  i^ciMeAce 
«f  tho  Cabildo  and  Commandant,;  and 
Mafders^vfove  gtren  for  an  official  communi- 
cation of  the  preoeedings  of  .the(  lOtb  to 
aitl  ticp  Gotemorsof  tho  ktngd^m^— ^/^25. 
*AU  die  Foucbers  of  revenue  ^j^bta  Were 
«bia  day  delivered  up  and  butnte  A  num- 
her  of  CadquBs  and  iadian  Chieft  waited 
aipon  the  Cabibio»  and  vaured  ihem  that 
«hay  axe  ready  to  defend  us  with  1200^000 
fntrriota  of  their  respective  tribes. 

The  important  fietcta  communicated  in 

.Ibe  ibove,  have  led  to  the  material  change 

in  the  coBsmei>cial  policy  of  the  govern^ 

-mentof  Boenoa  Ayres,  announced  in  the 

.fiolkiwitig  extcftct  of  a  letter  :•— 

BmwiJ^res,  Sept.  27,  IdOO. 
I  talEe  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  the 
iMCMBttiea  of  this  Governmentr  not  their 
gocd  wislias  t<>wards  iikiglisbmen  or  atran- 
janiy  ate  about  to  compel  it  to  open  their 
«|»rt8  to;foreign  commer<%*  LaPaz,  4be 
capital  of  the  Aju^^iuua  of  Los  Charias, 
4iaS(jifapoaed  ili  President,  and  exiled  the 
iAjrcM»tsh#p*  esfcabliahii^  a  provisional  go- 
mmncMOi^  at  the  hea«i  of  which  is  the 
'fioyal  Audencia*  but  governed   by  the 


popfiW  iv'oiee*  which  is  capottdM^lwthe 
CabiMo,  or  City  Co^ncil.  The  King's 
money,  in  consequence  of  the  nUte  of 
afi^icj),  ia  not  perwi^d  to  ecfffte  to  Bo^iot 
A)')ces  (  and  tbis,  the  pniM:ipal  sonrce  by 
which  th6  i^vecnmen^  baa  h)th|&rto  hm 
aupported,  being  i^Ompfetely  done  away, 
t||e  Viceroy  haapropoaMl  tf  open  thepoiti 
to  free  oom^ner^j  ^a  ihe  oaty  laeans  by  ^ 
which  an  adequate  f eKfnue  cao  b^aupplied 
to  wktain  hi^  Go««qpineht* 

COMDITIOMS  OF  COMHtacE. 

AU  vessels  must  eoosign  tbetp^elm  l# 
Spanish  merchants. 

Tbe  Consignee  must  present  a  laanifett 
•of  e^O,  in  Danish,  1^  the  AdminiaitratioQ 
of  the  Custtoo)  tio^se,  tweoty^&ur  baofii 
after  fifnriYal. 

All  goods  are  admitted  (except  til^ 
pjrobibited)  and  shaU  p^y  the  oiccular 
duty,  agr^eaUe  to  the  Tarif;  aad,iuch 
goods  ah  may  not  be  in  the  Tarifi  sbdl  hn 
valued  at  the  prices  pf  £urope. 

Goods  similar  to  those  manufactortd  in 
the  country  shall  pay  a  duly  of  12|  fMf 
cent,  over  and  above  the  oiroular  duuss. 

Qx  and  cow-hides  sbail  pay  tbe  war 
tax*  ou  clearance,  oif  1^  percent  As 
far  as  respects  the  patriotic  duty>  it  tbfi\ 
be  extinguiahed. 

Yijbiiii^  vvtoli  bark,  sheep's  »•*<*'- 
1«(W,  ii;ocoa,  and  hair,  at  certain  ij^aM 
pri^a>  to  pay  a  doty  of  so  per  cent. 

The  exportation  of  either  gold  or  ^her 
'is  not  allowed.  All  retiro*  must  be  made 
in  produce  of  the  country,  and  to  tike 
away  the  same.  Veasels  may  coma  ia 
ballast*  and  mi^  bring  sucb.goods  as  v< 
permitted  for  the  negro  trade. 

Tbe  Spanish  Consignee  must  besoms 
.boaod  lor  tbe  duties,  at|d  to  pav  a  foW^ 
in  fifteen  days  afVer  haviog  maoe  the  ia- 
patch,  and[  the  remaining  tbr£0-fe«ithc  io 
the  threenpljowiug  nxon^^  that  is,  <»«• 
fourth  in  each  month. 

All  vessels,  friend?  and  ^lentrals,  shall  bs^ 
admitted,  and  must  receive  a  CoHon- 
house  0$cer  on  board,  as  is  ciistoiasr/ 
with  other  vessels,  and  shall  deposit  tfattr 
papers  io/the  Secretario  del  Governor's 0^ 
fice,  until  a  visit  is  past  for  sailing,  like 
Spanish  Consignee  shall  not  sell  by  ttHil 
on  accoqnt  of  any  ftireigner. 

Tne  interdiction  of  wine,  oih  tinepr, 
and  ^VKar^CM/f,  (spirits)  t  xcept  caot*  (tbo 
rum  of  this  place,]  is  prohibited. 
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**  1  have  not  jui]ge<t  it  to  be  necessary  to  direct 
".  manders  bv  sea  or  land,  iu  Uiis  conjoint  service." 
LOKXK>N,  tOtk  Dec.  1S09. 
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WALCHEREN  INUUIRY. 

Memcal  DiPAETmNT. It  is  hardly 

necessary  to  rwnind  the  reader.  First, 
that,  when  (on  the  'JOih  of  December  last) 
the  City  of  London  petitioned,  in  the  most 
sabmissTve  manner,  to  cause  an  Inquiry  to 
be  made  into  the  censes  of  our  failure  and 
losses  in  the  tate  Expedition  to  Holland, 
the  king  was  advised  by  his  ministers  to 
tell  the  suppliant  Londoners,  that  he,  for 
his  part,  had  not  judged  it  •accessary  to  di- 
rect any  such  Inquiry  to  take  place,  and  that 
it  would  be  for  his  parliament,  in  their  wis- 
dom, to  ask  for  such  information,  or  te 
take  such  measures  upon  the  subject,  as 
they  shioald  judge  most  conducive  to  the 
public  good.— Secondly,  that,  when  the 
parHameat  met,  on  the  2Sd  of  January, 
they  were  told,  in  the  Speech  (See  p. 
1 1 3  of  this  Volqne,)  that  his  Majesty  had 
given  directions  iito  mth  documents  and 
papers  should  be  laid  hrfore  them  as  he  trusted 
vtosdd  cffcfrd  smi^aetory  information  upon 
the  subject  qftbe  expedition. — ^Thirdly,  that 
this  intiaation  on  the  part  of  the  minis- 
ters, that  they  would  la^  brfore  the  parlia- 
nunt  suck'  documents  and  such  only  as  tfuy 
thom^t proper,  which  was,  in  fact,  the  pur- 
port of  this  part  .of  the  Speech, /did  no( 
suti^  the  House  of  Coqumons.^-^FouiiTH- 
IT,  that,  on  the  26ih  of  January,  Loan 
PoRCflKSTBR,  in  a  very  eloquent  speech, 
urged  the  necessity  of  an  Inquiry  in  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and,  hav- 
ing concluded  with  a  specific  motion  to 
that  eflfoct,  his  motion  was  opposed  by  the 
ministers,  who  still  wished  the  House  to  be 
■^i^ed^with  the  papers  they  intended 
^i^ty  before  them  :  but^  that,  upon  a 
<^Mlioo,  the  ministers  were  defeated,  and, 
iccordingly,  the  House  resolved  to  go 
into  the  inquiry  themselves.— —These 
tUogs  are  iresh  in  the  reader's  memory  ; 
and  he  has  heard  enough  of  the  cause 
which  hat  prevented  Uje  public  from 
hearioff,  day  by  day^  as  in  the  case  of 
Mrs.  Clarke  and  the  Duke  of  York,  what 

1mm  transpired  as  to  the  Inquiry. -The 

documents,  laid  before  the  House  upon 
^  tolytct,  and  aisp  the  minutes  of  the 


9ny  Military  Inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  my  Com- 
KiKc's  Answer  to  thb  Petition  or  the  City  o» 
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evidence,  are  printed  by  order  of  the 
House,  and,  as  far,  I  suppose,  as  it  has 
been  practicable,  they  are  published  in  the 
Daily  news-papers;  but,  as  this  matter 
comes  out  in  such  masses,  it  is  impossible 
for  any  daily  paper  to  insert  the  whole  of 
it,  without  excluding  almost  every  thing 
else  from  its  columns.  Of  course  it  is  not 
in  my  power  to  insert,  in  the  Register,  a 
tenth  part  of  this  matter  ;  the  whole  of 
which  will,  however,  be   inserted  in  tha 

Parliamentary    Debates. But,    there 

are  particular  parts,  which  I  am  (in  Jhe 
way  of  analysis,  at  least)  able  ^o  lay  be- 
fore my  reacfers,  one  of  which  parts  is  th« 
Correspondence,  the  never- to- be  forgotten 
correspondence,  relating  to  the  medical 
DEPARTMENT.  Thfs  part  of  the  subject  is, 
of  itself,  a  complete  point.  We  here  see 
the  rise  of  the  sickness  amongst  our  un- 
happy countrymen ;  vve  hear  their  calls 
for  medical  aid ; .  we  see  the  measures 
taken  at  home,  in  consequence  of  that 
call ;  we  see  the  space  of  time  thatelapsed 
between  the  date  of  the  call,  the  date  oif 
the  lamentable  cries  of  the  .sick,  and  the 
date  of  the  actual  sending  offof  the' medi- 
cal aid  that  they  called  for ;  and,  from  a 
full  and  fair  view  of  the  whole,  we  are 
enabled  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  th« 
character  of  that  ministry,  under  whos^ 
sway  the  nation  was  at  the  time,  and  still 
is;  we  are  enabled  to  judge  in  what  de- 
gree, if  in  any,  the  nation  has  to  ascribe 

its  loss  in  valuable  lives  to  them I 

shall  do  very  Jittle  more  than  quote  and 
analyse.  Pew  remarks  will  be  necessary  ;' 
and,  if  the  documents  themselves  were 
likely  to  find  their  way  into  the  hands  of 
my  readers,  I  should  think  it  wholly  un* 
necessary  to  make  even  an  analysis  of'  their 
contents,  which  speak  so  plainly  as  to 
render  it  almost  impossible  that  they 
should  be  misunderstood.  I  shall  pursue 
the  chronological  order,  as  being  the  best 
calculated  to  show  clearly  the  degree  of 
dispatch  which  was  used   in  sending  off 

niedical  assistance  to  Walcheren. The 

reader  will  keep  his  attention  constantly 
fixed  upon  the  dates;  and,  I  cdn  assure 
him,  that,  such  is  the  manner,  in  which  th^ 
I 
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papers  have  been  4<^id  before  the  House  of 
CoinxnDus,XiV,  atkast,.ia  which  they  have 
been  printed,  that  it  is  do  easy  matter  to 
pick  out  and  place  in  due  order  the  seve- 
ral- letters  relating  to  any  one  subject. 
No  &rder  at  all  seems  to  nave  been  fol- 
lowed ;  but  masses  of  letters  are  thrown 
together,  as  if  it  had^  in  many  cases,  been 
done  promiscuously. 

On  the 20M  ofAugustMr.  John  Webbe, 
Inspector  of  our  hospitals  at  Walcberen, 
makes  the  first  communication  upon  the 
subject  of  the  sickness  in  the  array.  This 
he  does  in  a  Letter  to  the  Surgeon  Gene- 
ral in  England,  whom  he  informs  of  the 
appearance  of  the  fever,  which  has  attack- 
ed from  six  to  eight  men  in  each  regi- 
ment upon^  an  average,  and  requests  him, 
at  the  same  time,  to  send  back  all  the 
medical  officers  who  have  gone  to  Eng- 
land with  the  wounded,  because  their  pre- 
sence is  urgently  wanted  in  Waicheren. 
Mr.  Webbe,  under  the  same  date,  sends 
for  the  additional  aid  of  2  Physicians, 
4  Surgeons,  1  Deputy  Purveyor,  and  12 
llospital  Mates. 

On  the  27 /A  qf  August,  Ma.  Webbe  writes 
again  to  the  Sukgeon  General,  inform- 
ing him  of  the  rapid  progress  of  the  sick- 
ness. He  tells  him,  that  the  number  of 
sick  is  very  considerable ;  that  it  not  only 
daily  increases,  but,  from  th^  information 
he  has  got  respecting  the  season  of  the 
sickness,  it  must  be  expected  to  go  on  in- 
creasing ;  that  foreseeing,  as  he  did,  that 
the  army  would  be  very  sickly,  he  begged 
leave  to  amend  his  forrfier  application 
for  additional  aid,  and,  instead  of  2  phy- 
sicians to  call  for  4,  and  also  for  20  hospi- 
tal mates  instead  of  12. ' 

On  tke5Uiq( August,  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
then  having  the  command  in  the  island  of 
Waicheren,  writes  home  to  Lord  Castle* 
reagh,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Webbe> 
9pplymg  in  the  most  urgent  manner  Jbr  medU 
tat  assistance;  and.  Sir  R  Coote  adds, 
from  himself,  that  the  sick  of  the  army  is 
increasing'  daiJy  to  a  most  aiarming  degree. 

-^ The  letter  of  Mr.  Webbe  to  Sir  E. 

Coote  I  will  insert  at  full  length,  it  being 
of  great  consequence  that  we  should  have 
betore  us  the  exact  representation,  which 
was  made  to  tJie  ministry  of  the  state  of  our 
unfortunate  countrymen,  very  soon  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  disease.  We 
shall,  then,  see  what  th^  did;  how  they 
bestirred  themselves  ;  what  dispatch  was 
used  in  coa^equenc^  of  the  lamentable 
#alU  from  Wakb«ren, 


From  Mr,  JVMe  to  Sir  E,  Coote,  dated 
MiddUburgh,  3  U/  Aug,  1809. 

'•  Sir,  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  rcpre- 
''  seating  to  you,  that  the  divisions  ol'th» 
"  army,  which  are  in  South  Beveland  and 
*'  in  Waicheren,  are  becoming  so  rxtreme- 
"  ly  sickly,  and  the  medical  officers  both 
''  of  the  regiments  and  of  the  staft'are  suf- 
"  fering  so  severely  from  the  effects  of  ihe 
«'  climate,  and  the  excessive  duty  they 
*'  have  to  perform,  that  it  id  with  the  «!► 
"  most  difficulty,  that  w^«'Can  have  iht 
"  sick  of  this  island  properly  attended  to. 
"  A  pressing  requisitiorf  was  sent  from 
"  Flushing,  yesterday,  for  medical  aid, bai 
*'  it  was  not  possible  to  comply  with  it 
"  Surgeon  Liddendale,  who  is  stationed 
"  here,  was  instructed,  however,'  to  iiaks 
'<  such  arrangements  as  will  enable  him 
'*  to  carry  on  the  service  for  the  present 

"  without  injury  to  the  men. 1  hsve 

"  this  moment  received  a  positive  order 
"  from  the  adjutant  general,  desir'mg  that 
"  one  physician,  one  stafi  surgeon,  and  on« 
'<  hospital  mate,  should  be  sent  forthwith 
"  to  South  Beveland.  .  It  is  with  concern 
"  I  am  obliged  to  add,  tLat  I  have  but 
"  one  medical  officer  (a  staff  surgeon) 
"whom  I  can  possibly  spare  from  thi< 
"  place  without  leaving  a  portion  of  the 

"sick  unattended  to. Under  thest  cir- 

"  cumstances  of  great  and  evident  diffical* 
"  ty,  and  with  the  certainty  of  our  wanti 
'/increasing,  rapidly,  and  our  means, of 
"  meeting  them  diminishiae  by  the  sick* 
"  ness  of  medical  officers,  I  beg  to  submit 
"  to  your  consideration  the  absokie  iMCCsa^ 
"  ty  qfsaiding  express  to  England  Jbr  me^ 
'*  cal  aid,  and  qf  applying  tluu  a  fast  sailwf 
"  vessel  should  be  appointed  to  bring  out  ik 
"  assistance  that  is  so  urgenify  required.'* 

Well,  reader,  now  let  us  see  what  w«* 
done  at  home,  in  consequence  of  thit 
pressing  letter.  Let  us  now  see,  what  was 
done  by  the  ministry,  in  answer  to  thi« 
call  on  the  part  of  our  dying  countrymen. 
Let  us  see,  whether  the  ministry,  wboss 
fiscal  agents,  whose  inspectors  of  taxes  art 
so  alert ;  let  us  see,  whether  this  roinistrf» 
who  claim  so  much  upon  the  score  of  ▼»- 
gour ;  let  us  see,  whetncf  the  vigorous  mi- 
nistry did  send  off  *m  foitsaiSng  t***^* 
with  medical  aid. 

On  the  ^nd  of  Sqitai^er,  at  latest,  Sit 

Eyrr  Cootb's  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh 

was   received    in    the   lamed    Downing 

Street.     Oh!    thai  Sft-tfrt /—There,  how- 

-  ever,  on  the  2nd  of  September,  at  latMt, 

I  th^  Letter  of  sir  E-  Coote,  together  wi» 
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tbe  abore-inserted  letter  of  Mr,  Webbe, 
must  bave  been  received  ;  becjiuse,  as  we 
shall  presently  see,  on  that  day.  Lord 
Castlereagb  wrote  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  (Sir  David  Dandas)  in  consequence 

of  bavins  received  those  letters. The 

reader  will  not  only  carry  the  dates  along 
in  his  mind,  whereby  to  judge  of  tbe  dis- 
patch  that  was  made  use  of;  but,  he  will 
bear  in  mind  the  pressing  language  of 
Mr.  Webbe,  He  will  see,  that  a  know-^ 
ledge  of  the  existence  of  the  disease  and 
of  its  increase  was  official iy  coipinuni- 
dfti^d  (o  ihe  Surgeon  General  in  England 
on  the  21  tk  qf  August ;  and  that,  in  a  very 
few  days  uflerw.irds  the  ministry  were  in- 
formed of  the  whole  of  the  alarming  cir- 

eujisiance<^. Well;-  now,   what  did 

Lird  CaNti- r«*a;;h,  the- war -minister,  do, 
fiheii  he  heaid  chut  our  poor  fellows  were 
dyin:.'  in  the  swamps  oi'Zeatand  ;  thatihe 
m  <Ui  >'  .tBcer^  there  were  themselves 
fufil-i  itj'.  bo  •DJif'h  fVoni  sickttfss,  that  it  was 
tvith  lit  u  M  jst  <ii.1iculy  that  the  sick 
^uM  be  jToperly  atumled  to;  wh«n  he 
be.iid  ihat  u  jrcNsing  reai'isiticm  for  medi- 
cal aiii  had  been  gent  from  Fluiihing  to 
IVltddleburgh,  which  it  was  not  possible  to 
comply  with ;  when  he  heard  that  the  Ad- 
jotani  General  hnd  given  a  positive  order 
to  Mr.  Webbe  to  send  to  Btveland  three 
jnedical  officers,  and  that  Mr.  Webbe 
could  by  no  means  spare  more  than  on« ; 
when  he  heard  that  the  calamity  was 
daily  increasing  and  the  means  of  meet- 
ing it  daily  xiiminishing  by  th'^  sick- 
ness of  medical  oOkers ;  when  he  heard 
Mr.  Wel)be  beseeching  Sir  E.  Coote  to 
tend  off  express  to  England  for  medical  aid, 
and  to  apply  f'>r  zfast  saiiing  vessel  for  the 
bringing  of  that  aid ;  what,  in  this  case, 
in  this  urgent  case,  in  this  case  of  unpa- 
,  xalieled  urgency,  what  did  Lord  Castlc- 
xeagb»one  of  the  vigorous  ministry;  what 
did  he  dot  Why,  he  wrote  the  following 
letter,  the  efiects  produced  by  which 
jtwill  afterwards  be  our  business  to  trace. 

Ccfpy  qf  a  Letter  from  Ld.  Castlereagh  to 
Sir  D,  Dundas,  dated  Dawnmg  &reet, 
2nd  Sept,  Igoy. 

"  Sir ;  —  I  transmit  to  you  herewith 
**  Copies  of  a  Letter  I  have  received  irom 
*'  Lieut.  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  and  its 
*<  Inclosures,  stating  the  want  of  addi- 
"  tional  Medical  Assistance  in  the  Island  of 
f'  Walcheren ;  and  I  am  to  desire  you  will 
^*  take  the  earUat  Measures  for  having  the 
*'  Assistance  reouired  sent  without  c2e(ay.— • 
"  I  am  also  to  wire  you  will  call  upon 


"the  Medical  Board  to  consider  the  na- 
**  ture  of-  the  disease  prevalent  in  Wal- 
"  cheren,  and  to  forward  the  itiedicines  in 
"  sufficient  quantities,  which  may  be 
"  deemed  sufficient  for  the  cure  and  cogn- 
"  teraciion  of  the  disorder  there  prcva- 
"  lent. — You  will  also  he  pleased  to  con» 
"  siderv^hethcrtltere  are  any  other  comforts 
"  necessary  for  the  troops  which  can  be 
"  furnished  from  hence." 

Well,  what  now?  Why,  on  the  3rdqf 
September,  Sir  David  Dundas,  doen  —  ... 
does  what  ?  Why  he  "  commands"  a  per- 
son  of  the  name  of  J.  W.  Gordon,  his 
Secretary,  most  likely,  to  do  what?  Why, 
to  write  to  another  person  of  the  nam^  of 
Francis  Moore,  Esa.  (who  is,  it  would 
seem  from  other  letters,  a  Deputy  to  th^ 
Secretary  at  War)  desiring  the  said  Franc i? 
Muore,  Esq.  to  move  "  his  Lordship'* 
(meaning,  apparently  Lord  L.  Gower,  then 
Secretary  at  War)  to  order  the  MedicaJ 
Board  to  send  the  medical  aid  and  stores 
required,  and  further  to  require  that  a 
report  may  be  made  to  Sir  D.  Dundas  of 
the  names  of  the  persons  and  of  the  extent 

of  the  stores  to  be  sent. ^This  report 

one  would  certainly  have  expected  th^ 
next  day  at  farthest.  Indeed,  why  should 
not  the  aid  hare  gone  off  that  very  night f 
Why  not  have  hastened  some  aid  away, 
at  any  rate,  to  the  " fust- sailing  vessel," 
which  poor  Mr.  Wtbbe  was  in  expectati<yi 
of  seeing  arrive  upon  the  coast  of  Wal- 
cheren ?  Let  the  sequel  answer  this  queft- 
tion. 

On  the  4M  qf  September,  Mr.  Moo^ 
'  makes  a  "  repcyrt^'  to  Mr.  Colonel  Gordon, 
agreeably  to  the  latter's  request ;  but  wh^ 
qff  Not  a  report  of  the  names  of  th^ 
medical  persons  who  had  gone  offhr  Wal- 
cheren and  of  the  extent  of  the  stores  sent 
ti'.ither :  no,  no :  this  was  not  what  Mr. 
Moove  had  to  report  upon.  He  had  to 
report  to  Sir  D.  Dundas,  that  the  Secre- 
tary at  War  had  recevped  a  letter  from  the 
Physician  General  (Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  of 
whom  we  shall  see  a  great  deal  anon) 
upon  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  letter 
he  enclosed  to  Mr.  Gordon,  along  with  a 
copy  of  another  letter  from  the  Surgeon 

General,  Ma-  Keatb. Let  us  now  s^ 

what  these  two  gentlemen  say.  The  latter, 
that  is  to  sjay,  Mr.  Keate,  says,  under  the 
date  of  the  2nd  September :  "  I  have  the 
"  honour  to  submit  f6r  the  cgnsideralioo 
"  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  Secre- 
"  tary  at  War,  the  inclosed  copies  and 
"  extracts  of  Letters^  rei^.eiyed  from  Mr. 
"  Webbt,  losppctor  of  Hospitals  with  t^e 
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"  army  under  the  command  of  the  Earl 
''  Chatham,  calling  for  the  addition  of  one 
*'  deputy  inspector,  four  physicians,  four 
'*  surgeons,  one  deputy  purreyor,  and  20 
•  Hospital  mates,  besides  stores,  on  which 
*<  i<>tter  subject  I  shall  have  the  honour  to 
*'  submit  a  separate  letter, — I  have  accord- 
*'  *^(V  reqfuested  the  inspector  general  to 
"  select  a  deputy  inspector,  a  deputy pwveyor, 
*'  and  twenty  Mtpkal  mates,  I  have  called 
**  on  the  physician  general  for  four  pky- 
*'  skians,  and  I  have  directed  staff  sur- 
"  geons.  Rice,  Short,  and  Poolei^  imme- 
*'  diately  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
**  proceed  as  three  of  the  staff'  surgeons. 
''  I  have  been  obliged  to  take  these  gen-^ 
"  tlemen  from  the  districts  where  they 
''  are  stationed,  and  I  am  under  the  neces- 
*'  sity  of  recommending  the  appointment 
"  of  a  fourth  ;  I  accordmgly  bes  leave  to 
"  recommend  that  surgeon  William  Tay- 
"  lor,  of  the  10th  Light  Dragoons,  may  be 
"  appointed  a  surgeon  to  the  forces. — 
"  Mr,  Webbe  has  already  requested,  that 
''  all  the  medical  officers  sent  home  with 
♦'  sick  and  wounded,  may  be  directed 
•'  to  return  immediately  to  their  duty. 
'*  Three  staff*  surgeons  have  been  sent 
**  home,  Messrs.  Bruce,  Brown,  and  Inglis. 
*'  Mr.  Bruce  has  since  been  appointed  to 
"  the  royal  military  college  at  Marlow, 
"  but  his  place  may  be  considered  as  filled 
"  by  the  fate  promotion  of  surgeon  Hume 
**  of  the  79th  regiment,  now  on  service  in 
"  Holland. — Messrs.  Brown  and  Inglis  are 
•'  ready  to  return,  and  I  reauest  to  be  in- 
"^  formed  from  what  port  and  by  what  coo- 
"  veyance  they,  as  well  as  the  additional 
"  staJfTnow  required,  (provided  the  mea- 
•*  sure  be  approved  of  by  the  Commander 
"  in  Chief)  can  proceed  to  Walcheren." 

The  Physician  General,  Sir  Lucas 
Pepys,  writes  thus  to  the  Secretary  at 
War,  on  the  4ih  of  September,  the  same 
day  that  Mr.  Moore's  last-mentioned 
letter  is  written.  "  In  the  absence  of  ray 
*'  colleagues,  and  in  answer  to  the  honour 
"of  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  I  have 
"  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  /  have 
^  directed  two  physicians  to  repair  immediately 
' « to  Walcheren,  and  to  report  themselves 
**  to  Mr.  Webbe,  inspector  of  hospitals 
*«  there.  These,  together  with  the  return 
•*  of  Dr.  Warden,  and  as  many  hospital 
**  mates  as  can  be  procured,  will  be  a  con- 
**  siderable  additional  medical  aid,  and 
/'  such  is  now  principally  required.*' 

Well  now,  here  w^  are  arrived  at  the 
4M  g/'.SflfgiafottJMiiM^^otwithatandtn^  all 
4ke  mmBHRfeittJtflSijr  £.  Coote  and 


Mr.  Webbe,  not  a  medical  man  is  yet  gone 
(ff  to  Walcheren.  The  Surgeon  General 
has,  indeed,  we  see,  requested  the  Inspector 
General  of  Hospitals  to  set  22  hospital 
officers  ready  to  go,  and  he  has  even 
directed  i\kret  Staff"  Surgeons,  immediately  to 

not  to  ^  off;  no,  not  that ;  but 

immediatefy  to  ....  to  do  what  ?  Why,  to 
hold  themsehes  in  readiness !  Well,  well ; 
but,  why  cavil  about  words ;  mere  words, 
if  we  find  that  these  Surgeons  and  othcn 
do  actually  go  of  without  delay  ?  And,  as 
to  Sir  Lucas,  he  speaks  to  the  purpose  ; 
he  tells  the  Secretary  at  War  what  he  hxa 
done:  "  I  have,"  says  he,  "  directed  ftw 
*'  physicians  to  repair  immediately  to  Wd' 
"  cheren,  and  to  report  themselves  to  Mr. 
"  Webbe,  In?|>ector  of  Hospitals  there." 
Here  we  have  something />wiVtrf.  Here 
we  see  that  something,  at  least,  has  been 
done,  in  the  way  of  complying  with  the 
call,  the  pressing  and  piteous  call  of  Sir 
E.  Coote  and  Mr.  Webl)e.  Our  minds  are 
a  little  at  case.  Mr.  Webbe  will  soon  sec 
his  "fast'Sailirfg  vessel"  arrive.  The  sons 
of  Esculapius  arc  flying  to  his  aid,  borne 
upon  the  wings  of  Patriotism  and  Huma- 
nity, and  blown  forward  by  the  vigoroof 

breath  of  the  ministry ! Now,  then, 

reader,  mark  well  the  follow  in  g  two  letters  j 
and,  as  you  read  them,  carry  along  with 
you  the  picture  of  distress,  drawn  by  Sir 
£.  Coote  and  Mr.  Webbe.  You  will  look 
back  to  Lord  Castlereagb's  letter  to  Sir 
D.  Dundas,  of  the  2nd  of  Sepiember,  z'od 
observe,  that,  in  three  days  qfterwards, 
Dundas  gives  him  the  following  Answer: 

Leuerfrom  Sir  D.  Dundas  to  Ld.  Cat- 
tlereagh,  dated  Horse  Guards,  5th  S^ 
18()9. 

<"lVIy  Lord,  I  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
"  knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lord* 
"  ship's  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  with  its 
"  inclosores,  from  lieut.  general  Sir  Eyrt 
"  Coote,  stating  the  want  of  additional 
"  Medical  assistance  in  the  island  of  Wal- 
'' cheren  ;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  your 
"  \ordsh\p,  thzt  two  physicians  and  tvxntj 
'*  other  medical  qfficers  have  been  ordered  to 
"proceed  to  Deal  THIS  NIGHT  to  embark, 
"for  that  statfon.— The  Medrcial  Board 
"  have  also  beat  directed  to  fortvard  thene- 
"  cessary  medicines  in  sirfficient  quantities  by 
"  the  ship  on  board  of  which  those  officers 
"  are  to  be  conveyed  to  Walcheren.-' 
"With  regard  to  that  part  of  your  ford- 
"  ship's  letter,  which  suggests  the  pro- 
"  priety  of  considering  whether  the  com- 
"fyfi4  might  not  fot  forwarded  from  tbt 
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•«  troops  from  hence,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
"  it  will  be  advisable  to  await  the  report  of 
"  the  general  officer  who  has  commanded 
*'  on  tSb  station  btfore  axty  decision  can  be 
"  formed  on  the  subject.'* 

Very  well,  then :  here  we  have  reached 
the  5th  of  September,  and,  though  no  me- 
dical aid  if  yet  gone  qff\  yet  we  now  al- 
most see  it  going,  and  that,  too,  in  abun- 
dance; for  here  is  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  forces,  the  successor  of  the 
Duke  of  York  ;  here  is  he  himself,  telling 
Lord  Castlereagh,  in  an  ofificial  letter, 
that  2  Physicians  and  20  other  medical 
officers  h^we  been  ordered  Ao  proceed  to 

Deal  and  to  embark,  fur  Walcheren. 

Under  the  same  date  we  have  a  couple  of 
letters,  which  are  too  curious  not  to  be  in- 
serted. Mr.  Webbe,  poor  man,  had,  as  we 
have  seen  above,  pressed  Sir  £.  Coote  to 
send  express  to  England  for  medical  as- 
.^istance;  and  had  urged  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  a  fa$t  sailing  vessel  being  applied  for 
to    convey   that  assistance  to  the   point 

where  it  was  wanted. Well,  Sir  David 

having  announced,  that  there  were  2  phy- 
sicians and  20  other  medical  ofBcers  or- 
dered to  proceed  to  Deal,  to  embark  for 
Walcheren,  Lord  Castlereagh  had,  of 
course,  prepared  the  means  of  conveying 
them.  He  had  got  the  "  fast  sailing 
"  vessel*'  ready,  to  be  sure  ?  Or,  at  least, 
he  would  get  it  ready  the  moment  he 
heard,  that  the  medical  aid  was  ready  to 
ffo.  But,  surely,  the  moment  he  called 
rot-  the  medical  aid,  he  took  care  to  have 

a  vessel  o^some  «orf  ready. You  shall 

now  hear  how  this  was. — On  the  5th  of 
September,  the  same  day  that  Sir  David 
Dundas  wrote  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  Sir 
David's  Secretary,  Mr.  Colonel  Uordon, 
^rote  to  a  Mr.  Robinson  (who,  it  seems, 
was  a  Secretary  of  Lord  Castlereagh)  as 
follows. — — "  Sir ;  I  have  it  in  command 
"  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  re- 
"  quest  yon  will  be  pleased  to  move  Lord 
"  Castlereagh  to  give  immediate  direc- 
"tions  that  a  conveyance  may  be  provided 
"  to  the  island  of  Walcheren,  (from  Deal) 
"  for  two  physicians  and  twenty  other  medical 
"  officers,  together  with  about  four  tons  of 
"  medical  stores." — So  that,  it  se^ms,  that, 
even  on  the  5th  of  September,  three  days 
after  Lord  Castlereagh  had  received  the 
pressing  call  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  and  Mr. 
Webbe,  his  lordship  had  to-  be  moved  to 
ghe  directions  for  the  prcnnding  of  a  con- 
veyance tor  the  medical  aid !  but,  per- 
haps it  was  not  necessary  to  move  him  ? 
Perhaps  he  had  'before  mowd  qf  himself  f 


Perhaps,  he  had  already  provided  th« 
vessel,  the  "  fast  sailing  vessel,"  though 
Mr.  Gordon  and  Sir  David  Dundas  ap- 
peared   to  think   that  he  wanted  to  be 

moved  thereunto. No:  indeed  he  had 

not;  or,  at  least,  if  he  had,  the  following 
letter,  from  his  Secretary  Mr.  Robinson, 
of  the  5th  of  September,  to  Ma.  Alexan- 
der   M'Leay    of  the  Transport   Boards 

must    have-  been   perfectly    useless. ^ 

"  Sir,  I  am  directed  by  Lord  ('asilereagh 
*'  to  request  that  you  will  move  the  Com- 
"  missioners  of  Transports  to  provide  the 
"  necessary  tonnage  for  the  ctmyeyance  to 
"  Walcheren,  from  Deal,  iov  tvoo physiians 
*'  and  20  other  medical  officers,  together 
"  with  about  four  tons  of  medical  stores.'* 
— So,  here  on  the  5th  qf  September  the  day 
after  the  Physician  General  tells  us  that 
he  has  ordered  2  Physicians  to  repair 
immediately  to  Walcheren,  we  see  Sir 
D.  Dundas  moving  Iiord  Castlereagh  and 
Lotd  Castlereagh  ffuwing  the  Transport 
Board  to  provide,  that  is  to  say,  to  begin  to 
get  ready,  not  a  '•'  fast-sailing  vessel,"  a9 
poor  Mr.  Webbe  had  expected,  but  "  /on- 
"  nage;*'  downright /onnag^ ;  tonnage  for 
2  physicians,  and  20  other  medical  ^cers! 

Well,  well :    never  mind  the  phrase.: 

let  it  be  tonnage,  if  it  will,  and,  as  to  the 
quickness  in  sailing,  the  difference  would, 
probably,  not  be  many  hours.  But,  at 
any  rate,  the  anxiously  desired  aid  is  now 
about  to  embark ;  the  medical  gentjemen 
are,  on  the  5th,  at  Deal,  and  it  cannot  be 
many  hours  before  they  reach  their  desti- 
nation. Indeed  we  have,^  in  the  following 
letter  from  Mr.  R.  Keate,  Inspector  of 
Hospitals,  to  Mr.  Moore,  dated  on  this 
same  5th  of  September,  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  principd  medical  ofiicert 

orderetl  to  Deal. "  In  the  absence 

"  of  the  surgeon  general,  I  consider  it  to 
"  be  my  duty  to  state,  in  reference  to 
"  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date.  No. 
"  1 1,456,  and  to  your  two  letters  of  this 
"  day's  date,  (same  number),  that  two 
"  physicians  have  been  ordered  to  proceed 
'*  to  Deal,  viz.  Drs,  M'Uou^al  and  Faber; 
*'  and  that  the  two  staff  surgeons  who  re- 
*'  turned  with  sick  from  Walchefcn  to 
"  Deal,  viz.  Messrs.  Brown  and  Iniflis, 
"  have  been  directed  to  report  tliecnsrlvet 
*'  immediately  to  the  port  admiral  there, 
'*  in  order  to  their  beiii^  furnished  with  a 

"passage  to  Walcheren. Four  other 

"  staff  surgeons,  whose  names  are  meh- 
"  tioned  in  the  surgeon  general's  letter  pf 
"  the  2nd  instant,  viz.— Messrs.  Pooier, 
"  Rice,  Short,  and  Tt^or  (rccommcndei 
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♦'from  the  lOih  regiment  of  light  <Jra- 
"  goons),  have  also  b«endlrectc:l  torej/air 
**  to  Deal,  for  the  same  purpose." — So  that, 
•after  all,  "here  they  go  oft^,  on  the  5ih  of  Scp^ 
Umber;  and,  though  Mr.  Web  be  was  a  little 
hasty,  perhaps,,  in  his  expectations  about  a 
"  fast'Sailtng  vessel,"  a  vessel,  or  "  ton- 
'^  nage,"  at  least,  of  some  sort,  b  now  ready 
for  them,  and  they  ready  to  step  on  board, 
seeing  that  they  have,  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, been,  as  Sir  David  Dundas  hknself 
«ays,  ''  ordered  to  proceed  to  Deal  this 
*'  night;**  seeing,  I  say,  that  this  is  the 
case,  they  are,  of  course,  ready  to  step  on 
'board  the  next  day. — ^You  shall  hear  how 
this  was ;  for. 

On  the  9th  ^  ^fptcmhn,  four  days  later, 
four  days  after  Sir  DaTid  Dundas  told  Lord 
Castlereagli  that  2  physicians  and  20  o'her 
medical  officers  Ijad  been  ordered  to  Deal, 
thrnce  to  embark  for  Walchertn,  Mr. 
Robinson,  Lord  Castloreagh's  Secretary, 
writes  to  Mr.  Gordon,  Sir  D.  Dundas*s  Se-* 
crctary,  thus:  "  lam  directed  by  Lord 
"  Casilereagh  to  transmit  to  you,  tn-  the 
•'  information  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
"  the  inclosed  letter  from  the  Transport 
"  Board;  by  which  it  appears  that  no  op- 
•'  plication  has  been  mide  iy  medical  men  f^o- 
"  ing  to  Walcheren  for  a  passage."  The 
following  is  the  letter  of  Mr.  M'Leay, 
"dated,  "  Transpoft. Office,  9lh  Sept.  1609. 
"  —  Sir ;  In  retum  to  your  letter  of  the  5ih 
**  of  this  month,  requiring  a  passage  for 
«'  two  pfiysicians  and  twenty  other  medical 
^  qfficers  from  Deal  to  Walcheren,  I  have 
"  it  in  command  to  acquaint  you  that  tieut. 
"  Ross,  the  Board's  Agent  at  Deal,  has 
"  thfs  day  stated,  that  no  application  luts 
**  been  made  for  a  passage  for  medical  men 

^' going  to  Walcheren" rHere,  then,  we 

are  come  to  the  Qth  of  September,   12 

days  later  than  the  d  ite  of  Mr.  Webbe's 

first  letter,  stating  the   increase   of  the 

'disease  and  caliiiig  for  medical  assistance; 

.  10  days  later  than  the  date  of  the  letter  of 

Sir  K.  Coote,  covering  tl  e  letter  of  Mr. 

Webbe,  calling  for  an  express,  and  a/a<r- 

Miling  vesael ;    and  7  days  later  than  the 

^  date  of  Lord  Castlereagh  s  letter,  acknow* 

Udging  that  he  had  received  the  pressing 

.  letters  of  Sir  E.  Coote  and  Mr.  Webb 

We  must  now  go  across  to  Sir  E.  Coote 
Again,  and  hear  what  be  says  upon  the  sub« 
ject  of  the  medical  lid,  so  anxiously  looked 
f»r  by  himandi  his  wretched  army. 
,  On  the  HM  qf  September,  \5  days  after 
he  bad  so  pressingly  applied  foroMdical 
aid»  he  writes  to  L^rd  Castlereagh  tlMn:— 
''  It  is  with  much  regret  that  1  tall  to  ret 


"  port  to'your  lordship  the  indisposition  of 
*•  Mr.  Webbe,  inspector  of  hospitals,  who 
"  was  attacked  yesterday  with  the  Zealand 
•'  fever,  and  is  now  so  ill,  as  to  be  onablc 
•*  to  attend  to  the  arduous  duties  of  his  si- 
"  tuation,  which  he   has  hitherto,  under 
"  many  difficulties,  filled  with  the  greatest 
*'  zeal  and  ability.— Mr.  Webbe*s  illoesi 
*  makes  it  highly  necessary  that  an  in- 
**  spector  of  hospitals,  equally   qualified 
••with  himself,  should  forthwitli  be  sent 
"  to  this  Island.      Of  this  nec«  ssity  your 
'*  lordship  will  best  jutlge  by  an  m8|>ec. 
"  tion  of  the  enclostd  daily  report  otsick. 
'«  — On  the  S!st  ult.  1  did  my  sell  the  ho- 
"  nour  of  enclosing   to  yo*ir  Uudshipan 
"  urgent  application  from  Mr.  Wcbb^,  for 
"  additional  medical  aid.  On  the  'id  iiHaiit 
"  your  lordship  was  pleased  to  inlonn  me 
"that  the   Medical   Board  sliould  be  in- 
"  structed  to  send/)ut,  without  ddny,  the  ah 
"  sisUmce  required,    ant*   also   a   sufficient 
*'  quantity  ol  medicines,  .such  as  mi^litbe 
"  besi  suited  to    remedy    and  couiiirract 
"  the  di>order  prevalt^nt  here.— I  am  ii»w 
"  contenied   to   acquaint   your   ioKJsljip, 
"  thai,  to  this  day,  we  have  only  reiav^<^^ 
**  stajjt  suri;ton  and  three  hospital  mates,  tw/*- 
"  out   any  additional  supply  qf  medichus, 
*'  hospital  bedding,  or  confori  qf  of^H  ^^» 
*'  so  imperiousiy  called  for,  by  the  npctittg 
"  nundjer  qf  our  sickJ'-^Ue  adiN  a  Tciurn 
shewing   the  number  of  his  sick  to  be 
8,315.  — This    letter    speaks    lor   itselt. 
Where,  then,  were  ihe  2  pbysiciaiw  ar^ 
'20  other  medical  officers,  who,  on  the  3^ 
.f  September,  had  bten   ordered  (o  gooti 
for  Deal  that  nijt,  in  order  to  embark  lor 
Walcheren?     Whither  had   they  %<^,^^ 
What  had  become  of  tUc  2  physicians, 
Drs.   M'DouGAL  and   Faber.  who  were 
ordered  to  Deal  ?^— Wtrll;  but  let  us  go 
with  Sir  K  Coote.     Let  us  hear  from  hio 
how  his  army  was  treated,  and  bow  miser- 
able was  their  situation.  .    . 
On  the  17M  of  September,  Sir  E.  Coote 
writes   to    Lord   Castlereai,h    thus: 


The  force  I  then  sUtcd  as  neccswry  lor 
our  security  was  20,000  men;  ^"^^^.\ 
"  in  the  island  was  about  16,000;  of  wwcu 


*•  number  8,200  are  now  sick,  ***^"^/^^. 
"  only  7,H00  men  for  all  defence,    y'. 
"  loss  by  deaths  has  in  the  mew  w 
"  been  very  great,  the  casualties  vn 
"  the  last  fortnight  amounting  to  ^ 
'*  can  assure  your  lordship,  ^'^?,  -.jug 
"  fear  of  exaggeration,  as  the  ^^^^V^^ 
^'  statement  will  bear  me  out,  y*'!^ 
*'  tuation  qfthe  trcopsintki»  ^*^^^l^\i^ 
"  abU:  and  it  grie9C$  me  to  9^  ^'^ 
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•'  qfihc  medkt^  assutance  (one  staffsafflepn 
«  and  three  hospital  mates  excepted),  or 
^  <oiy  pf  the  promised  con\forts,  have  yet  or- 
**rwed.  On  the  contrary,  our  medical 
**  corps  is  daily  diminished,  either  from 
"  sickness  or  from  the.  necessity  of  send- 
"  ing  some  of  the  hospital  st^*  with  sick 
*'  men  to  England.  Some  corps  from 
"  these  causes  are  now  left  "jcith  one  assis- 
*'  iau  sw^eon.^-l  am  enabled  to  give  your 
-'^lordship  a  most  correct  account  of  these 
*'  melancholy  facts,  as  I  have  only  this 
**  day  completed  my  inspection  of  the 
f  general  and.  regimental  hospitals  at  the 
^*  several  places  named  in  the  margin.  I 
♦'  therefore  writc-with  the  fresh  impression 
*'  on  my  mind  qfthe  ndierabie  situation  qf 
"the  greater  proportion  qf  our  sick* not 
"  through  any  fault  of  the  medical  gcn- 
"  tiemen,  for  I  must  dothem  the  justice  of 
"  the  most  unwearied  exertion  and  exem- 
"plary  attention,  but  owing  jto  the  un- 
"  avoidable  want  of  accommodation  exist- 
*'  ing  in  this  country,  and  in  our  own  re-. 
♦'  sources."— At  this  time,  or,  at  least, 
in  two  days  afterwards,  the  sick  amounted 

to  8,851. All   this  time,    now  sixteen 

days  after  the  ministry  received  the  press- 
ing applications  of  Sir  £.  Coote  ana  Mr. 
Webbe ;  and  eleven  days  after  Sir  D.  Dun- 
das  had  officially  informed  Lord  Ca^tle- 
reagli  that  '2  physicians  and  20  otlier  medical 
qficers  had  been  ordered  to  repair  to  Wal- 
cheren ;  even  at  this  time,  only  one  staff 
Mirgeon  and  three  hospital  mates,  four  per- 
sons in  all,  and  neither  of  them  ^  physician, 
had  arrived  in  the  island ;  nor  bad  any  of 
the  '' promised  contf^rtsi**  been  received. 

On  the  23rd  qf  September,  we  find  the 
disea^  still  go  on  increasing,  and  only 
tiDo  additumal  hospital  mates  arrived  in  the 
island.  But,  let  us  take  the  whole  letter. 
It  should  be  read  and  remembered  by 

every  man  in  England ; "  It  is  with 

^  deep  concern  that  ]  find  myself  called 
,  **  upon  90  shortly  af^er  my  letter  of  the 
^  17th  instsot,  again  to  address  )r  our  lord - 
**  ship  open  the  same  afflicting  subject, 
"  the  sickness  of  the  troops. — ^The  alarm- 
**  ing  progress  hourly  made  by  this  fatal 
^  disease,  is  such  that  if  it  should  continue 
*'  in  the  same  proportion  for  three  weeks 
••longer,  (and  there  is  every  probability 
*'  that  it  will)  oitr  possession  of  this  island 
**  must  become  very  precarious,  our  chief 
*V dependence  will  then  be  upon  the  navy, 
"  and  that  during  the  winter  months  will 
''  be  extremely  uncertain. — ^The  English 
'S'^^'^pApevs  will  inform  the  enemy  of 
f  ^r  p«nl<Nit  sitoation,  exclusive  of'^  the 


'  information  which  we  cannot  prevent 
'  hira   from   daily    receiving    from  this 

*  island,  closely  surrounded  as  it  is  by 
'  his  possessions,  and  filled  with  his  pair* 
'  tizaiis;  under  the^e  circumstaucejK,  it  is 
'  scarcely  to  be  supposed  that  he  will  lose 
'  so  fiivourable  an  opportunity  of  attack- 
'  ing  Walchereii. — For  your  lordship's 
'  information,  I  enclose  the  returns  of  the 

*  sick  for  the  last  three  (fays,  from  which 

*  you  will  perceive  the  frightful  increase 
'  which  has  taken  place  between  the  I7lh 
'  and  22d  instant;  the  deaths,  I  am  sorry  to 

*  add,  are  becoming  daily  more  numerous. — 
'  The  23d  rcgimenl  has  suffered  so  much, 

*  that  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  send  it 
'home.  The  6th  and  the  8 1st  are  so 
'  extremely  sickly  that  they  have  been 
'  struck  off  the  list  of  duty.  The  77th, 
'  84th,  and  some  other  corps,  have  almost 
'  arrived  at  the  same  inefficient  state ;  and 
'  thie  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  bri- 
'  gadier  general  Montresor  will  give  you 
'  a  melancholy  account  of  the  garrison  of 
'  Flushing. — At  the  representation  of  the 
'principal  medical  officers,  I  have  deter- 
'  mined  on  sending  2,000  sick,  belongintr 
'  to  regiments  in  the  inland,  to  England, 

*  they  are  at  present  totally  incapable '  ^ f 
'  duty,  ajid  must  remain  so  for  months  to 
'  come.  It  is  therefore  most  desirable 
'  that  they  should  return  home  wheve 
'  they  will  have  a  chance  of  recovering; 
'  and  their  removal  will  aflbrd  us  better  ac* 
'  commodation  for  the  sick  that  remain.— 
'  I  trust  your  lordship  will  approve  of  this 
'  measure,  which  in  fact  is  one  of  neces- 
'  sity,  not  of  choice,  as  in  some  regiments 
'  we  have  scarcely  a  sufficiency  of  liemthy  men 

*  to  act  as  orderlies  in  their  ho^itals.'^N^ 
'  medical  assistance  (two  hospital  mates 
'  excepted)  fuis  reached  me  since  my  last,  in 
'  the  mean  while  the  number  qf  our  medical 
'  officers  is  decreasing  by  sickness.  No  cotn- 
'forts  or  wine  for  the  sick  have  arrived,  the 
'  consequences  of  which  is,  that  we  al- 

*  ready  begin  to  be  in  great  distress  for 
'  port  wine,  although  I  have  ordered  the 
'  commissary  general  to  buy  up,  at. an  ex- 
'  orbitaht  price,  all  that  he  could  procure. 
'  I  am  further  concerned  to  state  that  we 
'  shall  be  soon  in  want  of  bark,  an  ar- 
'  tide  of  such  indispensible  necessity  in 
'  the  prevailing  disorder;  if  it  be  the  in- 
'  tention  to-  retain  Walcheren,  I  would 
'  strongly  recommend  the  reinforcements 
'should  be  sent  from  England  at  the  latter 
'  end  of  October,  or  beginning  of  .No- 
'  vember,  when  the  troops  will  not  be  to 
'  liable  to  feel  the  tfTecu  of  the  endtmi* 
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»'  disease  of  this  islancj." The  number 

of  the  sick,  afler  all  the  deaths  that  had 
taken  place^  was  now,  on  the  2Sd  qf  Sep- 
tember, 9,836,  and  this  number,  as  ap- 
t>ears  from  the  return,  >vas  daily  increas- 
ing.  Here,  then,   we  see,  that  there 

had  elapsed  22  days  from  the  time  that 
the  ministers  received  intelligence  from 
Sir  E.  Coote  and^r.  Webbe,  that  imme- 
diate medical  aid  and  additiotoal  medical 
stores  were  absolutely  necessary  to  aflbrd 
the  army  a  chance  of  escaping  dreadful 
mortality ;  and  here  we  see,  that,  at  the 
end  of  these  24  days,  only  one  Staff  Sur^ 
geon  and  five  hospital-mates  had  arrived  in 
the  island,  and  that  no  (iddilional  supply  of 
medicines,  and  no  comforts  for  the  sick  had 
been  received.  Whither,  then,  again  I 
ftsk;  whither  had  gone  the  2  physicians  7l\m^ 
the  20  other  medical  officers,  who,  as  Sir  D. 
Dund-js  informed  Lord  Castlereagh,  had 
been  actual  ly^ordered  lo  go  to  Deal  on  the 

night  of  the  5lh  qf  September? Good 

God  !  Little  could  any  one  have  imagined, 
that  such  things  were  going  on,  at  the 
time  when  the  whole  nation  was  sunk  in 
grief  on  account  of  the  sufferings  of  our 
army  in  Waicheren.  And,  was  no  Inqui- 
ry necessary  ?  Were  the  City  of  London 
to  be  snapped  short  by  the  niinisters,  be- 
cause they  petitioned  the  king  for  Inqui- 
ry? Had  there  been  no  Inquiry,  what 
would  the  people  of  England  ever  have 

known  of  these  transactions  ? We  hear 

eternally  of  this  ''  great  kingdom ;"  we 
are  told  of  the  difficulty  of  conducting 
**  the  affairs  oivi  great  kingdom  like  this;" 
the  greatness  of  *'  this  kingdom''  is  even 
urged  as  an  apology  for  the  existence  and 
the  impunity  qf  peculators.  What !  and 
could  not  "  this  great  kingdom''. get  a  lit- 
tle medical  aid  to  Waicheren  in  the  course 
qf  a  month  f 

Reader,  whatever  may  be  your  feelings 
at  viewing  this  fatal  and  unaccounlable 
procrastination,  and  however  eager  you 
may  be  to  grt  on  to  the  point  when  relief 
shall  be  found  to  have  reached  our  miser- 
able countrymen,  I  must  stop  you  for  a 
moment,  >\hile  we  turn  our  eyes  towards 
the  CABINET;  while  we  see  what  was, 
at  the  very  time  qf  which  we  are  now  speaking, 
passing  behind  that  curtain,  which  Mr. 
Canning  and  Lord  C.stlereagh  have  since 

been  so  obliging  as  to  draw  aside. You 

have  seen,  that  it  was  on  the  2hdqf  Sepiem 
ber  that  Lord  Castlereagh  received  from 
Sir  E.  Coote  and  Mr.  Wcbbe  I  heir  joint  and 
vrgent  application  for  medical  aid  to  an  af- 
flicted army,  whose  afilictioua  were  daily 


increasing.  Well:  on  that  very  day  wai 
it ;  that  very  2d  qf  September,  that  Mr. 
Canning  (See  Pol.  Register,  Vol.  XVI.  p. 
857)  applied  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  to 
put  the  said  Lord  Castlereagh  out  of  hii 
place.  It  was  just  at  this  very  time,  thdt 
the  intrigue  began  to  thicken.  While 
Lord  Castlereagh  was  moving  Sir  David 
Dundas  to  more  Lord  Levison  Gowcf  lo 
move  the  Army  Medical  Board  to  wow  me- 
dical officers  to  go  to  Waicheren,  afld 
while,  l^y  the  way  of  recoil,  the  Army 
Medical  Board  was  moving  Lord  Levison 
Gower  to  move  Sir  David  Dundas  to  mdte 
Lord  Castlereagh  to  move  the  Transport 
Board"  to  provide  tonnage  for  the  said  m^ 
dioal  aid,  Mr.  Canning,  as  if  acting  updn 
the  maxim  of  Bob  something  in  the  play, 
("  keep  moving.  Dad")  was  secretly  ffioom 
the  Duke  of  Portland  to  nwve  away  Lord 
Castlereagh,  that  Colleague  of  his,  with 
whom  he  had  been  living,  up  to  that  very 
hour,  upon  terms  of  outw^ard  cordiality,  to 
whose  management  he  had  consented  to  en- 
trust the  planning  and  fitting  out  of  such  an 
expedition  as  that  to  the  Scheldt,  and  with 
whom,  as  the  news-papers  told  us,  be  bad 
actually  gone  to  the  sea-coast  to  witncM 

the  gay  departure  of  that  expeilition. • 

On  the  1th  qf  September  Mr.  Canning  says, 
that  he  declined  attending  the  Cabinet. 
On  the  8/A  qf  September  Lord  Castlereagh 
sent  in  his  resignation.  On  the  20tA  of 
September,  Mr.  Canning  tells  us,  that  he 
received  from  Lord  Castlereagh  the  letter 
that  led  to  the  duel,  which  took  place  in  a 
few  days  afterward.  We  find  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh, however,  still  in  his  office  on  the 
16/Aand  so  late  as  the  QSrd  qf  September. 

So  that,  you  see,  while  Sir  E.  Coote 

and  Mr.  Webbe  were  making  applica- 
tion $  for  medical  aid  ;  while  they  were 
anxiously  expecting  this  medical  aid  by  a 
"fast-sailing  vessel,"  the  ministers  were 
thinking  of  quite  other  matters,  and  that 
particular  minister  to  whom  they  wrote, 
was  thinking  of  shooting  at  another  mi- 
nister's head.  ^  This  needs  no  commertt. 
The  man  who  wants  any  comment  to 
guide  his  understanding,  or  to  awaken  his 
feelings,  upon  this  subject,  is  too  dull  and 
insensible  to  merit  a .  moment's  atten- 
tion.' All  that  one  needs  to  say,  is:  such 
was  the  ministry,  to  wltose  care  tftc  treasure  (f 
the  country  and  the  lives  4f  its  soldiers  were 
committed. — Having  taken  this  look  iirto 
the  Cabihet,  we  shall  now,  with  less  sur- 
prize as  to  its  contents,  proceed  with  the 
corre>'«pondence  relative  to  the  sick  "at 
Waicheren,  and  the  means  taken  to  alte« 
viate  their  sufterings. 
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After  ihe  docuinents,  which  1  bave  al- 
ready ifiderted,  or  {juoled,  or  of  which 
1  have  stated  the  ct,nients,  I  can  find 
none  that  give  any  account  of  the  time 
of  the  arrival  o*^  any  turiher  medical 
aid  in  Walcheren;  but,  there  is  one  d  - 
cument,  namely,  a  letter  of  the  Physician 
General,  which  showt,  that  ihr  iivo  pliy* 
tkiwiSy  who,  as  Sir  David  Dmdas  told 
Lord  Ca'^tlereagti,  were  ordted  to  Deal, 
and  thence  to  Watch  ren,  on  the  5th  of 
September,  had  not  i^i/'t  England  on  the  2Qth 
{^September!  This  same  Physician  Gene- 
i;al  reporled,  on  the  ^Uh  of  September y  that 
he  had  directed  two  physicians  to  repair 
to  Wtdcheren;  and,  on  the  26/ A  of  Septem- 
ber, he  reports  to  the  same  oftice  (tlie  War- 
Office)  that  those  2  physicians,  are  going 

off  for   Walcheren   that  evening! Dr. 

Blanb  and  two  other  physicians,  were,  at 
last,  actually  sent  in  the  last  days  of  the 
month  of  September ;  but,  before  we  come 
to  speak  of  their  arrival  in  the  island,  ^nd 
of  tne  miserable  state,  in  which  they  found 
the  troops,  it  will  be  necessary  to  detail 
the  causes  which  led  to  the  employment 
of  Dr.  Blane,  who  held  no  post  m  the 
medical  department  of  the  army,  and  who 
did  in  no  shape  belong  to  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  it  will  be  nece{<sary  to  detail  the 
causes,  which  led  to  the  employment  of 
Dr.  Blane,  upon  this  occasion.  Curious 
causes  they  are.  They  merit  being  trea- 
sured up  in  every  Englishman's  memory  ; 
for,  let  us  hope,  that  the  day  will  yet 
c6me,  when  to  have  been  made  acquainted 
with  thetn  will  be  of  use.— —At  the  time 
when  Sir  £.  Coote  was  writing  home  in  the 
manner  that  we  have  last  seen,  :t  appears, 
that  the  ministry  began  to  think  of  send- 
ing out  some  medical  person  of  high  cha- 
racter to  ascertain  the  nmture  qf  the  diseas:. 
This  thought  came  a  little  of  the  latent, 
ifideed  ;  but,  so  it  was  ;  sudi  persons  were 
to  be  sent ;  aUd,  application  was  made,  ac- 
cordingly, by  Sir  D.  Dundas  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  that  application  might  be 
made  by  the  latter  to  the  armt  medical 
department;  and,  observe,  that  a  princi- 
pal oFFicEit  of  tliat  department  was  the 
person  to  go,  and  was  to  have  ^  physi- 
cians under  him.  This  appears  to  have 
been  what  is  called  a  pincher.  There 
are,  it  seems,  three  and  only  three  Princi- 
pal Officers  of  the  Army  Medical  Depart- 
.  ment,  the  Physician  General,  Sir  Lucas 
Pefys,  the  Surgeon  General,  Mr.  T. 
KeATE;  and  the  Inspector  General  of 
Hospttl^,  Mr.  F.  Knight. — —To  these 
gentlemen,  under  the  title  of  Piinc^al 


Officers  of  the  Army*MedicaI  Department, 
the  Deputy  Secretary  of  War,  (having 
before  s^iven  them  an  intimation  of  the 
m.ut<  r)  wrote  on  the  25th  of  September  m 
the  following  terms. 

"  In  reterence  ;o  my  ^^M'li  of  the  23d 
"instant,  intimatin^^  'fiit  aprincrprd  officer 
"  of  the  Arm)  IVI  iical  Department,  and 
''  two  able  phy^i<iaus,  should  hold  themselves 
"  to  proceed  lo  Walcheren,  I  am  now  di- 
"  recte  ^  %o  desire  that  the  said  officers  do 
"  rrpair  forthwith  to  Deal,  and  aJDply  for  a 
'•  passage  to  Walcheren  to  the  navul  offi- 
"  ccr  commanding  at  Deal,  who  has  rc- 
"  ceived  instructions  froiii  government  to 
"  provide  a  prdper  conveyance  accord* 
'•  mgly. — ^The  medical  officers  in  qucs- 
"  tion  are  to  report  themselves  on  their 
"  arrival  at  Walcheren,  to  the  general 
*'  officer  <.ommanding  there,  and  under  his 
*'  direct  on,  to  examine  further  into  the 
"  causes  of  the  malady  prevalent  in  that  island, 
"  and  report  their  opinion  thereupon."— 
This  appears  to  have  created  great  confa- 
fiion  in  the  camp  of  the  Principal  Officers 
of  the  Army  Medical  Department,  every 
one  of  whom  found  out  good  reason^  for 
his  not  going  to  Walcheren.  Here  shall 
follow  their  three  letters  to  the  Deputj 
Secretary  at  War ;  and,  I  would  have 
them  carefully  preserved  by  every  body 
who  lays  hands  on  them.  These  letters, 
and  the  like  of  them,  must  do  ^ood,  if  you 

will  but  give  them  time. Sefore  you 

enter  upon  the  letters,  recollect,  reader, 
that  the  number  of  the  poor  creatures, 
suffering  in  Walcheren,  was,  at  the  time 
when  these  letters  were  written,  upwards 
of  ten  thousand ;  bear  that  jn  mind  ;  bekr 
in  mind  also  the  emoluments  of  these  men  ; 
and,  with  those  things  before  you,  I  com- 

mitto  you  the  perusal  of  these  letters. 

The  letters  arc  all  addressed  to  the  De- 
puty Secretary  at  War,  the  first  dated  on 
the  25th,  and  the  two  others  on  the  20tl\. 
of  September. 

Mr.  Knight's  Letter. 

•'Sir ;  The  Principal  Officers  of  the  Army 
"  Medical  Department  having  met  and  de- 
"  liberated  on  your  letter.  No.  14,301, 
'*  with  its  inclosure,  referring  to  the  se- 
"  lection  of  one  member  for  immediate 
"  service  in  Walcheren,  it  is  the  opinion 
"  of  the  Surgeon  General,  as  well  as  of 
''  myself,  that  the  duties  required  are 
"  purely  medical,  and  as  such  belong  to 
"  the  province  qf  the  Physician  GeneraL 
«<  — Sir  Lucas  Pepys  will  probably  make 
"  his  own  representation  on  this  subject 
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*'  to  the  War  Department,  and  name  the 
.*'  two  able  physicians  who  are  to  be  se- 
"  lected  fpr  the  ^ervicQ  stated  in  tbe  taid 
"  letter,* 

Mr,  T.  Keaie's  Letter. 

''Sir;  Your  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
•  together  with  that  of  the  23d  instant,  di- 
•*  rccting  "  that  a  Principal  Oflicer  of  the 
**  Medical   Department,    and    two   able 
•'physicians,   should  hold   ihemselres  in 
*'  readiness  to   proceed  to  Walcheren," 
"  having  been  received  at  the  Array  Me- 
"  dical  JBoard ;    and  ihe  members  of  this 
''  Board  not  having  been  able  to  deter- 
"  mine  among  themselves  which  of  them 
••  ought  to  proceed  to  Walcheren,  I   beg 
"  leave  to]  represent  individually,   for  the 
•'consideration    of   the    Commander    in 
"  Chief  and  Secretary  at  War,  that  as  the 
"  doty  in  question,  viz.  '*  to  examiiie  fur- 
"  ther  into  the  causes  of  the  malady  prc- 
*'  valeht  in  that  island,  and  report  there- 
*'  on,"  is  entirely  medical,  and  unfit  for  a 
"surgeon  by  profession;    I  cannot  but 
.  *'  consider  the  Phyfician  General  m  the  only 
"  prcper  member  qf  the  Board  to  undertake 
-  "such  a  duty,  and  as  being,  therefore,  the 
",  principal  ofiicer  who  is  more  especially 
"  pointed  out  for  it  in  your  letter.     It  is 
"  not  mv  desire  to  force  any  duty  from 
"  myself  upon  either  of  my  colleagues  ; 
.  "and  I  have  already  stated  to  the  Under 
".Secretary  at  War,  in  my  letter  of  ycster- 
"  day,  that  I  was  ready  to  repair  to  Wal- 
.  "  cheren,  if  my  sorviccs  should  be  thought 
"  more  useful  there  th&n  here ;  but  I  can- 
"  not  help  observing  that  my  going  thither 
"  \yould  create  a  great  and  serious  inter- 
"  ruption  to  the  progress  of  those  arduous 
.  ''.anid  complicated  duties  which  have  been 
"  assigned  to  me  in  consequence  of  the 
"  allcdged    inexperience   of  one    of  my 
( ^'  colleagues,  and  the  total    secession  of 
•  ■•'  the  other,  of  providing  at  home  for  the 
"  due  care  and  accommodation  of  the  sick 
"  of  the  armies  of  lord  Chatham  and  lord 
"  Wellington ;  and  also,  that  t  should  be 
"  thei'eby  placed  in  immediate  co-opera- 
"  tion  with  inspectorial  officers,  in  whose 
**  nominations  1  have  not  been  concerned, 
"  nor  even  consulted.'^ 


♦  Mr,  Knight  wrote,  on  the  28th,  a 
letter  to  say,  that  he  was  willing  to  go  to 
.Walcheren.  But  he  vvas  informed,  that 
another  pMson^  had  been  scot  upoa  the 


Sir  Lt$cas  Pepys^s  Letter, 


"  Sir;  In  consequence  of  the  honour  of 
"  your  letter  of  the  23d  inst.  the  Principal 
"  Ofiicers  of  the  Array  Medical  Depari- 
"  ment  met  yesterday,  and  itwasdelermin- 
"  ed  that  the  answer  would  be  more  satis- 
"  factory  if  written  by  each  separately.  I 
"  conceived  that  the  person  pointed  out  in 
"  the  letter  was  the  Itiapecior  general  0  hospi' 
"  tals,  whose  dutr  it  would  be  personally 
"  to  examine  and  give  directions  fortbcir 
"  conduct  and  management,  and  receive 
"  the  reports  of  the  physicians  on  the  «ub- 
"  ject  of  the  disease,  and  I  thought  be 
"  would  naturally  take  the  service  on  tbc 
"  present  emergency,  as  he  had  hitherto 
"  taken  no  share  of  the  trouble  ip  citber 
"the  Southern  or  the  Eastern  districts; 
"  whereas  the  Surgeon  General  and  I  bad 
"  both    been  employed,   the  one  genc- 
"  rally,  and  I  especially,  for  the  hospiuli 
"  of  Harwich,  Ipswich   and  Colchester,* 
"  to  which  places  I  intended  again  in  the 
"  course  of  a  few  days  to  propose  that  I 
"  should  make  asecond  visit,  as  the  Surgeon 
"  General  would  probably  again  visit  tbe 
"  Southern  district.     The  Inspector  Gcnc- 
"  ral  being  therefore  unemployed,  it  wai 
"  to  be  supposed   that  the  duty,  which 
"  is  properly  his,  would  on  this  occasion 
"  be  performed  by  him.— He  does  not, 
"  however,  offer  himself  for  this  service ; 
"but  if  he  had,  I  should   have  suggested 
"  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  rvcom- 
"  mendation  of  his  majcsty^s  ministers /o 
"  send  Dr.  Blune  to  mdertake  the  present 
"  duty  at    Walcheren,  which  he  is  reads  to 
"do;  a  duty  which   he   has  often  exc- 
"  cuted  with  great   ability,  and  his  per- 
"  formance  of  which  is,  in   my  ppinioni 
"  likely  to  be  of  the  greatest  "use  to  the 
"  service.      Tlie  Surgeon  General  itra^ 
"  unites  with   me  in   tlds   opinion*    I  r** 
"  commend    therefore  that  this  plan  P« 
"  adopted,  that  Dr.  Blane  should  be-ap- 
"  pointed  for  this  special  service,  and  b» 
"  empowered  to  Uke  to  his  assistance  any 
"  army  physician  now  in  Walcheren,  or 
"  Dr.  M'Dougle  or  Dr.  Faber,  who  both 
"  go  by  the  packet  tormorrow.    By  to" 
"  means  the  business  will  be  effectually 
"  done,  the  Surgeon  General  and  I  ^  «Wc 
"  to  attend  to' the  concerns  AT  H0^<»' 
"  that  army  as  they  arrive  and  require  as- 
"  sistance.     I  could  not  indeed  ke  ^^ 
"  at  present,  as  I  see  such  a  ramher  ^  ^. 
(^cers,'  whose  applications  for  leave  o 
absence  on  account  of  ill  bealth  neces- 
•  saKily  come  before  me,  and.al»o,  ill?** 
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«*  not  present  to  examine  medically  the  mates 
•*  who  must  be  sent  over  in  numbers  to  Wal- 
"  cheren,  that  part  ff  the  service  must  stand 
"  stUW 

Here  are  several  excellent  reasons,  but 
all  M^otipiMic  grounds;  Sir  Lucas  declines 
going  abroad,  but  only  because  his  going 
would  be  usurious  to  tine  service  at  home ; 
aad»  as  neither  of  his  colleagues  seemed 
to  like  the  trip  any  better  than  he  did,  be 
was,  we  see,  so  kind  as  to  recoromend  an- 
other person  (to  be  paid  by  the  public)  to 
go  in  the  stead  of  himself  or  either  of  his 
coJieiigues. — —This,  however,  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  quite  satisfactory  to 
the  Secretary  at  War  anrJ  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  the  former  of  whom,  by  his  De- 
puty, wrote  again  to  the  Army  Med'cal 
Department,  the  next  day,  that  is,  on  the 
27ih  of  September,  telling  them,  that  the 
Physician  General  was  the  proper  person 
to  go  to  Walcheren,  and  that  he  was  ac- 
cordingly, to  iset  off  immediatt^ly.  Sir 
Lucas,  however,  thanking  him  as  much  as 
if  he  had  went,  still  declined  the  honoura- 
ble preference,  which  all  parties  seemed 
disposed  to  ffive  him,  and,  in  this  second 
letter,  dated  on  the  27th  of  September, 
gave  some  nttv,  and,  as  the  reader  will 
tee,  very  cogent  reasons  indeed,  why  he 
ought  not  to  go.  Here  they  are,  and  they 
wiU,  1  think,  be  rememt>ered  for  some 
time  to  come. 

Sir  Lucas  P^i  Qnd  Letter. 

'*  Sir ;  I  have  just  received  the  honour 
"  of  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  and  am 
"  much  concerned  to  find  that  the  Secrc- 
"  Xvtvy  at  War  and  Commander  in  Chief 
*'  have  conceived  it  possible  that  a  man  of 
"  ntrar  seventy  years  of  age,  with  infirmi- 
*'  ties,  should  be  capable  of  undertaking 
'*  snch  a  duty  as  must  require  proper  age 
"  and  proper  health,  as  well  as  kiiow ledge 
**  to  perTorm  it. — /  hereby  solemnly  declare 
"  ft^self  incapable  qf' performing  it,  and  la- 
"  raent  that  niy  letter  of  yesterday  was 
*•  not  satisfactory,  without  being  ur^ed  to 
**  this  declaration. — If  it  is  the  object  of 
"  his  Majesty's  tninisters  that  the  business 
•*  in  question  should  be  well  pctfonncd,  I 
"  request  that  Dr.  Blane  may  go  as  my 
*'  substitute,  and  be  considered  on  this  spe. 
**  cul  service  as  having  power  to  controul 
*•  the  whole  Medical  Department  at  Walr 
"  checen.— They  will  seethe  business  then 
"  well  performed,  and  the  service  bene- 
'*  fited  ;  whereas  if  I  was  able  to  go,  who 
•'  know  nothing  qf  the  investigation  qf  camp 
^  and  iontsigious  ditcata,  it  would  be  merely 


"  proformd,  and  no  possiUerg&od  tould  arise 
"from  it.  —  To  Dr.  Blana's  assistance  J 
"  should  recommend  Dr.  Lempcriere,  from 
«  the  depot  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  These 
"  two  are  the  best  qualified  for  such  a 
"  peculiar  service.''' 

There  needs,  surely,  to  be  verv  little 
sai'^  upon  this  letter.  It  is  the  n^ankest 
declaration  that  I  ever  heard  of;  but,  one 
wonders  that  it  could  be  made,  unaccom- 
panied with  a  declaration,  that  the  writer 
wished  no  longer  to  receive  the  salary,  at- 
tached to  the  office. .  That  is  all.  The 
excuses  of  age  and  infirmities  seem  incom- 
patible with  the  holding  of  the  office;  but, 
what  shall  we  say  of  the  avowal,  that  the 
writer  *'^otx;*  nothing  of  the  investigation 
"  of  camp  and  contagious  diseases  V*  What 
can  we  say,  but  congratulate  ourselves 
upon  the  happiness  of  our  army  in  having 
a  Physician  General  to  superintend  its 
health,  who  knows  nothing  of  the  investiga- 
tion of  diseases  incident  to  camps.  Sir  Lucas, 
in  his  first  letter,  stated,  as  one  of  the  rea- 
sons vvhy  he  should  not  be  sent  to  \Val- 
cheren,  that,  "  if  he  was  not  present  to 
"  examine  medically  the  mates,  who  must 
"  be  sent  over,  in  numbers,  to  Walcheren, 
"  that  part  of  the  service  must  stand  still;" 
but,  if  he  "  knew  nothing  of  the  investi- 
"  gat  ion  of  camp  and  contagious  diseases,*' 
may  it  not  be  doubted,  wheiHer  he  waa 
likely  to  be  a  very  good  judge  of  the  fit- 
ness, or  unfitness,  of  person^  to  be  sent 
over  to  Walcheren  to  treat  those  diseases  ? 

-Well;  but  what  reply  did  this  letter 

of  Sir  Lucas  bring  from  the  Ministers? 
How  di  I  they,  who  were  entrusted  with 
the  management  of  the  nation's  concerns, 
with  the  care  of  its  money  and  the  lives 
of  its  soldiers  ;  how  dd  they  relish  being 
told  by  the  Physician  General,  that  ihey 
should  .  not  only  not  send  him,  but  that 
they  should,  for  this  espcial  service,  appoint 
another  per-ion,  nominated  by  him,  tf).  be, 
in  this  particular  c^'we,  his  substitute  f  Why, 
they  told  him  that  they  would  dispense  with 
his  services  at  Walcheren.  That  is  all! 
And,  accordingly,  Moore,  the  Deputy  Se- 
cretary at  War,  wrote  to  him,  on  the  28th 
of  September,  thus  :  "  Sir ;  1  am  directed 
"  to  acquaint  you,  that  under  the  circum- 
"  stances  stated  by  you  in  your  letter  of 
"  yesterday's  date,  the  Commander  iu 
*'  Chief  and  Secretary  at  War  are  of  opi- 
"  nion,  that  your  services  at  Walcheren  may 
''be  dispensed  with;  a  communication  to 
"  this  effect  will  be  made  to  the  principal 
^  officers  of  the  Army  Medical  Dcpart- 
"  ment" ^That's  all !    Nor  need  there. 
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be  one  word  said  upon  the  matter.  The 
thing  speaks  for  itself.  Not  a  word  of  it, 
however,  should  we  ever  have  heard,  had 
it  not  been  for  that  Inquiry,  which  wa» 
moved  for  by  Lord  Porch  est  7  a,  wnich 
was  oDDOsed  by  the  Ministry,  but  in  which 
the  House  ot  Commons  is  now  engaged. 
We  have  here  obtained  a  specimen  of  how 
affairs  are  conducted.  It  is  for  the  public 
to  reflect  well  upon  it ;  to  consider  what 
must,  in  the  end,  be  the  inevitable  con- 
se(|uence  of  conducting  affairs  in  such  a 
maimer. 

While  this  medical  squabble  was  going 
on  at  home,  the  mortal  enemy,  disease,  was 
not  idle  in  Walcheren.  There  our  un- 
fortunate countrymen  were  dying  by 
hundreds  and   lying  sick  by  thousands. 

Dr.  Blane  and  his  associates  arrived 

in  the  island  on  the  last  day  of  September, 
when  there  was  between  nine  and  ten 
thousand  sick ;  and,  such,  to  the  very  last, 
was  the  scarcity  of  medkak  aid,  that,  even 
after  Sir  £.  Coote  came  home,  and  so  late 
as  the  7th  of  November,  General  Don, 
who  had  succeeded  Sir  E.  Coote,  writes 
thus  to  Colonel  Torrens,  Secretary*  I  sup- 
pose, to  Sir  David  Dundas.  "  Sir,  I  beg 
"  leave  to  represent,  for  the  Commander 
•*  in  Chief's  consideration,  that  from  the 
«'  number  of  vacancies  and  absentees  in 
"  the  Regimental  Medical  Officers  of  this 
'<  Army,  the  Hospital  Mates  have  been 
*'  unavoidably  appointed  to  do  duty  with 
"  corps,  and,  in  consequence,  a  con- 
•'  siderable  deficiency  in  that  rank  of  the 
«'  Medical  Department  has  been  occasioned. 
'*  — In  the  two  last  embarkations  of  sick, 
**  several  Transports  proceeded  without  a 
"  Medical  Officer;  and  for  the  embarkation 
"  that  is  now  about  to  take  place,  there  is 
"  not  a  single  Medical  Officer  qf  that  Rank 
f  disposable,  and  that  can  be  appointed  to 
•'  accompany  the  sick. — I  beg,  therefore, 
"  to  submit,  that  15  Hospital  Mates  may 

< "  be  sent  for  the  duties  in  this  Island." 
Thus,  then,  this  cry  for  medical  aid,  which 
was  first  made  by  Mr.  Webbe,on  the  21th 
qf  August,  was  still  kept  up  on  the  7//i  of 

Jfovemher. — Why  the   army  was  not 

sooner  tvithdrattm  is  a  separate  question, 
and  a  question,  which,  I  think,  will  not  be 
long  in  deciding ;  but,  at  any  rate,  if  the 
army  was  to  remain  so  long  m  the  island, 
surely    medical  assistance  enough,    and 

.  even  in  abundance,   ought  to  have  been 

sent. 1  shall  conclude  this  article  with 

^  statement,  shewing  the  cost,  in  lives,  of 
Ibis   Ei^peditioo    to  the  Scheldt,  of  this 


Walcheren  Expedition,  of  this  grand  cfiort 
of  a  vigorous  niinistrT. 

OJicen.     Mtn. 
Ttiere  were   embarked   on 

the  Expedition,   and,  of 

course,  all  in  good  health  1,738  37,481 
There  were  killed 7        99 


40 
.       20 

2,041 
1,850 

60 

5,891 

.      217  1I;29C 

Died  abroad 

Died  since  sent  home  - 

Total  Died 

Sick  on  the  1st  day  of. this 
month  of  February  ■ 


This  is  a  return,  signed  by  "Harry  Cal- 
vert," and  laid  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, since  the  commencement  of  the  In- 
quiry.—There,  are  besides,  84-  ^dcr/frf/ 
aeserted  in  such  a  place  as  Walcheren  and 
Beveland!  Nearly  a  hundred  men,  too, 
deserted  in  such  a  place !  These,  together 
with  25  discharged,  from  being,  of  course, 
unfit  tor  further  service,  the  total  cost  in 
officers  and  men,  is  67  of  the  former,  and 
4-,  J  08  of  the  latter.  Disease  had,  even  ac- 
cording to  this  return,  killed  3,951,  of  all 
descriptions,  on  the  first  day  qf  thismoA 
when  there  were  1 1,513  still  sick:  £/««• 
thousand  five  fumdred  and  thirteen,  still  sick 
on  the  first  day  of  this  month  of  February. 
How  many  of  these  unfortunate  men  will 
die  with  this  disease,  we  cannot  yet  tell; 
nor  how  many,  though  they  may  not  now 
die,  will  never  recover ;  but,  I  should  ob- 
serve, that  from  the  29th  Regiment  no  re- 
turn had  been  received  by  "  Harry  Cal- 
vert," so  that,  in  the  above  statement,  vfc 
have  not  all  the  deaths  nor  all  the  sick.-^ — 
Such,  in  lift  and  Itealih,  has  been  the  cost 
of  the  Grand  Expedition,  to  doubt  of  the 
tcisdom  of  which,  at  the  time  when  it  was 
going  forth,  was  sure  to  expose  one  to  the 
foulest  of  imputations;  nor  was  it  a  much 
smaller  crime  to  call  for  Inquiry  into  the 
conducting  of  it  afler  it  had  tidied. 

Lord  Chatham's  Narrative. 

This  precious  document,  for  which  wc 
are  certainly  indebted  to  the  Inquiry  now 
going  on  in  the  House  of  Commons,  is  fl 
witole  of  itself.  It  is  a  sort  of  sequel  to  his 
Lordship's  Dispatches,  written  before  be 
came  home.  I  will,  therefore,  insert  it 
here,  just  as  it  stands  in  all  the  news- 
papers, and  just  as  it  was  delivered  to  the 
House ;  and,  when  I  have  so  done,  I  will 
offer  such  observations  upon  it  as  appear 
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to  mt  likely  to  be  useful ;  or,  at  least,  as 
will  show  what  is  the  light,  in  which  its 
contents  appear  to  me.  But,  I  mast  beg 
leave  to  stipulate  with  the  reader,  that  he 
go  orer  the  Narratire  again;  for  (speak- 
ing from  experience)  I  am  pretty  tare, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  understood  at  once  read- 
ing. It  is  a  very  important  document, 
and  should  be  read  with  the  greatest  at- 
tention. 

"  Copy  qf  the  Earl  qf  Chatham's  Statb- 
MCNT  qf  its  FtLOCEEDiVGS,  daud  ]5th 
October,  lHOg.-^Frcsented  to  the  King, 
14  Fd).  1810. 

"  In  submitting  to  your  Majesty  a 
statement  of  my  proceedFiogs  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  senric«  your  Majesty  was 
graciously  pleased  to  confide  to  me,  and  of 
the  erents  which  occurred  in  the  course  of 
it,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  trouble  your 
Majesty  with  any  further  details  of  the 
earlier  parts  of  our  operations,  which  hav- 
ing terminated  in  the  speedy  reduction 
of  Walcheren  by  your  Majestjr's  troops, 
and  the  occupation  of  the  adjacent  Islands, 
and  of  the  important  post  of  Batz,  received 
at  the  time  your  Majesty's  most  gracious 
approbation ;  but  to  confine  myself  prin- 
cipally in  the  narrative,  which  I  am  anxi- 
ous to  be  permitted  to  bring  under  your 
Majesty's  view,  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Xvfo  following  points,  as  most  imme- 
diately applying  to  the  conduct  and  final 
result  of  the  Expedition  to  the  Scheldt. 
1st  The  ground  upon  which,  after  the 
army  was  at  length  assembled  near  Batz, 
a  landing  in  prosecution  of  the  ulterior 
objects  of  the  Expedition  was  not  deemed 
advisable :  2dly.  Why  that  army  was  not 
sooner  there  assembled,  in  readiness  to 
cooHxience  further  operations. 

**  With  respect  to  the  former  proposition, 
lam  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  so  clear 
and  evident,  that  no  further  operations 
could  at  that  time,  and  in  the  then  sickly 
state  of  the  army,  have  been  undertaken 
with  any  prospect  of  success,  that  it  would 
be  unnecessarily  trespassing  on  your 
Majesty  to  enter  into  much  more  detail 
on  this  point  than  has  been  already  brought 
befoife  your  Majesty,  in  my  dispatch  of 
t^  29th  of  August ;  and  the  chief  object 
of  ^s  paper  will  be  directed  to  shew  to 
your  Majesty,  that  the  second  point, 
namely,  why  the  army  was  not  brought 
^sooner  to  the  destination  from  whence 
its  ulterior  operations  were  to  commence, 
iafmr^ly  a  oavai  consideration,  and  that  the 


delay  did  in  no  shape  rest  with  me,  or 
depend  upon  any  arranffemeats  in  whicb 
the  army  was  concerned ;  every  fiunlity, 
on  the  contrary,  having  been  anbrded  by 
their  movements  to  the  speedy  progress - 
of  the  armament. 

*<  In  doing  this,  it  will,  I  cooceivf,  be 
necessary,  for  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  thai 
I  should  take  up  the  consideration  of  this 
business  from  its  conmiencement 

"  Your  Majesty  will  permit  me  here  to 
recal  to  your  recollection  the  change 
which  took  place  in  the  original  prqiact' 
formed  for  the  attack  of  Antwerp,  and  of 
the  French  fleet  in  the  West  Scheldt,  in 
consequence  of  the  opinions  of  the  General 
and  Staff  Officers  to  whom  this  question 
was  referred;  and  a  combined  operation  of 
the  army  and  naivy,  the  whole,  with  the 
exception  of  the  fbrce  to  be  left  for  the 
reduction  of  Walcheren,  to  proceed  up  the 
West  Scheldt,  was  accordingly  determined 
on.  ' 

"  Upon  the  practicability  of  such  an 
operation  being  at  once  carried  into  exe- 
cution, which  was,  however,  the  ground- 
work of  the  Expedition,  and  which  alone, 
in  the  opinion  of  all  persons  consulted, 
seemed  to  aflbrd  any  pros|>€Ct  of  success,: 
even  in  the  mor/  sanguine  view  of  the  8ub« 
ject  in  all  other  respects,  I  mutt  confets  I 
entertained  great  doubts,  till  the  communica- 
tion of  a  distinct  ofiicial  opinion, 'given  on 
this  point  bif  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty^ 
decided  in  the  affiraiatwe  this  tn^rtant  qun^ 
tion. 

^  At  the  same  time  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  the  occupation  of  Walcheren,  which 
by  some  persons  it  had  been  thought  pos- 
sible to  leave  behind  us,  and  the  reduction 
of  Flushing,  which  it  had  once  been  pro- 
posed only  to  mask,  were  deemed  indis- 
pensable to  the  security  of  the  fleet,  Im 
case  of  disaster;  and  accordingly  a  consi- 
derable separate  force  was  allotted  to  this 
service ;  and,  in  this  view,  it  was  besides 
distinctly  agreed  upon,  that  a  vigorous 
attack  by  the  navy  upon  the  sea  front 
should  be  made  at  the  same  time  that  the 
troops,  after  effecting  their  landing,  ad- 
vanced to  invest  Flush mg  ;  it  being  hoped 
that  by  a  powerful  co-operation  from  the 
sea,  at  the  moment  the  troops  presented 
themselves  before  the  place,  the  labour  and 
delay  of  a  regular  siege  might  have  been 
avoided,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
force  allotted  to  this  service  set  at  liberty 
to  follow  the  army  up  the  Scheldt.  How 
far  this  expectation  was  fulfilled,  or  whe- 
ther the  aisorance  given  that  the  whole  of 
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the  armMMnt  (the  part  to  be  laaded  at 
Walcheren  excepted)  should  beat  once 
transported  up  the  Scheldt,  in  proeecution 
of  the  ultimate  objects  of  the  Expedition, 
was  carried  into  efiKsct,  or  was  wlioUy  dis- 
appointed, the  information  already  before 
yt)ir  Majesty  will  have  in  a  great  measure 
shewn,  and  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
brkig  more  particularly  under  your  Ma- 
jest^r  8  view,  when  1  detail  the  subsequent 
course  of  our  proceedings. 

"  From  what  cause  this  (aihire  ensued—- 
Ulillher  it  arose  from  inn^ficuni  arrange- 
mmis  Oft  the  part  (/the  Adu^al,  or  was  the 
.  iMMvoidable  result  of  difiiculties  inherent  in 
ike  nature  qfthe  Expedition  iteeff,  it  is  not  for 
me,  considering  it  entirely  as  a  navai 
question,  to  presume  to  ofier  anj^  opinion 
upon  to  your  Majesty. 

♦'  It  mav,  however,  be  here  proper  to  re- 
mark, that,  in  all  the  projects  which  have 
«t  various  times  bern  brought  forward  on 
the  subject  of  an  attack  upon  the  Island  of 
Walcheren  and  the  Scheldt,  the  necessity 
of  havin^K  a  wind  a  good  deal  to  the  West- 
wani,  with  modemte  weather,  has  always 
been  kmsted  am.  Without  these  advan- 
tages, in  the  one  case,  the  passage  would 
be  difficult;  in  the  other,  the  surf  would 
prertfnt  a  landing  on  the  points  deemed 
ttnost  CiTOttrsble  in  other  respects.  In  the 
present  instance,  owing  to  the  wind  biow- 
Mig  strong  from  the  westward,  the  surf  was 
actually  such  as  to  prevent  a  landing  on 
either  oi  the  points  first  €xed  on  for  that 
purpose  by  the  Admiral ;  and  the  situation 
)»f  the  gun-fo»ats«Dd  transports  at  anchor 
BH  the  Stwne  Deep  becominff  very  critical, 
and  the  gale'increesing,  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  cany  such  part  of  the  fleet  as  was 
arrived  for  safety  into  the  Roompot,  and 
by  which  means  the  division  of  the  army 
destined  for  the  attack  of  Walcheren  was 
enabted  to  efiect  its  landing  from  a  more 
sheltered  anchorage  on  the  Bree  Sand  to 
the  westward  of  Fort  den  Haak.  At  this 
time,  the  division  4;inder  Lieutenant-Gene- 
fal  Lord  Rosslyn,  as  well  as  tliat  under 
Lfeutenant-  General  Grosvcnor,  also  the 
cavalry,  artillery,  &c.  were  not  arrived ; 
feut  they  were  afterwards,  on  their  making 
flhe  island,  ordered  by  the  Admiral  into 
the  Veer  Oat.  It  is,  however,  particularly 
AsMrving  of  attention,  that  this  measure, 
iSttmgh  in  itself  one  of  greiat  advantage,  as 
fsr  as  it  applied  to  the  xii vision  destined 
for  tt»  attack  of  Walcheren,  by  placing 
the  transports,  storeships,  and  small  crafi) 
in  security,  was,  if  carried  further,  cer- 
tainly upt «  Uak  at  Tsnanoe  with  the 


leading  purpose  of  the  Expedition,  namely, 
the  running  with  the  right  wing»  and  the 
advance  of  the  army  at  once  up  the  West 
Scheldt,  at  the  sab)e  moment  that  the 
attack  upon  Walcheren  was  proceeding. 
Hvi  that  even  this  need  have  dek^fed  it  for  mare 
than  three  or  four  da^,  vnUn  an  accawu  qf 
naval  d{ficultiee,  which  it  mil  be  for  the  Ad- 
miral, not  for  me,  to  expUda,  I  danf;  for  as 
soon  as  Ter  Veere  and  the  Fort  of  Ramme- 
kins  fsll,  which  happened  on  the  3rd  of 
Auffust,  the  passage  of  the  Sloe  was  open 
to  the  transports  and  eun  vessels;  or  they 
might  have  entered  Sy  the  Durloo  or  by 
the  Zoutland  passages,  the  batteries  of 
Dy shook,  of  Vygeeter,  and  the  Nolle,  bar- 
ing been  ail  carried  by  the  army  early  on 
the  1st  of  Auffust;  and  on  the  same  day 
the  battery  of  BorsWn  at  the  south-west 
end  of  Sduth  Beveland  was  abandoned  on 
the  movement  of  a  detachment  from  the 
corps  under  Sir  John  Hope;  and  /  hum 
<f  nothinii  (but  this,  of  course,  is  a  point 
for  the  Adndrol  to  speuh  to)  to  bav-e  prevented 
(he  line  of  battle  skps  andjrii^ales  from  coming 
in  and  passing  up  above  Flushing,  an  the  firtt 
instance,  according  to  the  plan  arupnalhf  de- 
cidcd  vpon, 

**  Before,  however,  I  pursue  further  the 
details  of  the  proceedings  of  the  army, 
governed  as  they  necessarily  were  (until  a 
footing  should  be  gained  on  the  CoDtineat) 
by  the  movements  of  the  navy,  I  must  for 
a  moment  refer  to  two  separate  operations; 
the  on^  under  Lieutenant  General  Lord 
Huntley  and  Commodore  Owen,  and  the 
other  under  Lieutenant  General  Sir  John 
Hope  and  Rear- Admiral  SirEichardKeau; 
but  both  directed  to  assist  and  ensure  a 
rapid  progress  up  the  Scheldt,  ha^  the 
Admiral  found  it  pri\cticable  in  other  rts- 
pects.  With  respect  to  the  former,  which 
was  destined  to  destroy  the  Cadsand  bat- 
teries, and  particularly  that  of  Breskens, 
had  it  been  carried  at  once  into  efl^^ 
and  that  the  Admiral  could  have  availed 
himself  of  it,  to  take  the  ships  up  the  West 
Scheldt  by  the  Ws eling  Passage,  it  woald 
have  been  of  the  utmost  advantage ;  but 
it  was  certainly  rather  fortunate  it  did  not 
take  place  at  a  Later  period,  as  after  all  the 
transports,  storeships,  &c.  were  ordered 
into  the  Vecre  Gat,  and  the  plan  of  ninntaf 
at  once  up  the  West  Scheldt  by  the  Weel- 
ing  Channel  seemed  abandoned,  the  objed 
of  destroying  the  Cadsand  batteries  ceased, 
and  a  landing  there  would  only  have  he^ 
an  unnecessary  risk,  and  a  very  inoanvjC- 
nient  separation  of  our  &rce»  and,  ^oi 
course^  occ^iion  gceat  delay  ia  calle^^ 
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It  for  ulterior  operations.  It  most  not 
however  be  forgotten,  that  tbe  difBcuUies 
here  turned  out  to  be  much  greater  than 
had  been  at  all  foreseen  before  we  sailed. 
In  the  first  place*  the  beach  was  so  ex> 
posed,  tliat  in  blowing  weather  it  was 
found  impossible  to  land;  and,  from  what 
cause  I  knofiv  not,  the  Marquis  of  Huntley's 
division  could  not  be  taken  up,  m  thejirst  in- 
stance,  higk  enovgh  to  attack  the  Birskens 
Batttry,  the  onfy  one,  from  its  situation,  of 
much  importance.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
enemy,  who  had  been  represented  bj  all 
the  intelligence  communicated  to  me  to 
be  very  weak,  almost  actually  without 
troops  in  that  quarter,  appeared  to  be 
well  prepared,  and  in  considerable  force. 
Under  these  circumstances,  according  to 
Lord  Huntley's  Report,  Commodore  Owen 
appears  to  haTO  experienced  great  disappoint- 
ment in  not  hating  tbe  support  qf  Lord  Gard- 
ner'sJUet  and  qfhis  boats ;  but  Ids  Lordship, 
as  I  believe,  could  neocr  enter  the  Weeling 
Channel  at  aU;  nor  indeed  was  I  ever  ac- 
quainted with  what  instructions  were  given  to 
Um  on  this  head. 

«'  When  it  was  found  that  Lord  Huntley^s 
dinsion  could  neither  land  nor  proceed  by 
the  Weeling  Passage  op  the  Scheldt,  as  I 
had  intended  they  should,  it  was  determin- 
ed to  withdraw  them  ;  but  from  the  bois- 
terous stale  of  the  weather,  it  was  some 
days  before  this  could  be  effected.  Ai 
loon  as  it  was  accomplished,  they  were 
!    passed  over  to  South  Beveland. 

**  With  respect  to  Sir  John  Hope's  ope- 

f    ration,  it    was    more    prosperous.      The 

'    object  of  it  was  this : — In  the  original 

arrangement  for  carrying  the  army  at  once 

op  the  West  Scheldt,  Sir  John  Hope's 

I     diyision  was  included  ;  but  just  before  we 

I     sailed,  the  Admiral  receired  intelligence 

that  the  French    fleet  was  come  down 

abreast  of  Flushing,  and  seemed  to  threaten 

to  oppose  our  passage  up  the  Scheldt. 

"  In  this  view,  it  was  conceived  that,  by 
%  landing  on  the  north  side  of  South  Beve- 
knd,  tbe  island  might  be  possessed,  and  all 
tbe  batteries  taken  in  reverse,  and  thereby 
tke  position  of  the  French  fleet,  if  they 
▼entured  to  remain  near  Flushbg,  would 
be,  as  it  were,  turned,  and  their  retreat 
rendered  more  difficult,  while  the  attack 
«D  them  by  our  ships  would  have  been 
ttiuch  facilitated  :  and  for  this  object,  the 
division  of  Sir  John  Hope  rather  preceded, 
in  sailing  from  the  Downs,  the  rest  of  the 
6eet. 

'•  Tbe  navigation  of  the  East  Scheldt 
wu  found  most  difficult ;  but  by  the  skill 


and  perseverance  of  fiir  Ricbsrd  Keats 
this  purpose  was  happily  and  early  ac» 
complished,  though  the  troops  were  carri* 
ed  a  great  way  in  schoyts  and  boats  ;,  and 
this  division  was  landed  near  Ter^Gf»eff; 
from  whence  they  sw^ept  all  the  batt«rieir 
in  the  ishuid  that  could  impede  fkne 
progress  of  our  ships  up  the  West  Scheldr. 
and  possessed  themselTes  on  the  2d  of 
August  of  the  important  post  of  Batz,  to 
which  it  had  been  promised  the  ectmy  should  M 
once  have  been  brought  np. 

"  Sir  John  Hope  remained  in  posseiteioA 
of  this  post,  though  not  without  bmBg 
twice  attacked  by  the  enemy's  flotilla,  for 
nine  days  before  any  of  the  gun-boali 
under  Captain  Sir  Home  Popham  were 
moved  up  the  Scheldt  to  his  support. 

"  But  It  will  be  recollected,  that  both 
these  operations  tended  directly  to  forward 
the  original  purpose  of  a  rapid  progress 
up  the  Scheldt :  the  former  by  opening  th* 
Cadsand  Channel,  could  the  landing  of 
Lord  Huntley's  division  have  been  effected  5 
the  second,  by  coverhng  the  progress  oC 
our  fleet  along  the  coast  of  South  Bevt- 
land  ;  while  the  division  under  Sir  John 
Hope  was  at  the  same  time  so  far  advanced 
towards  the  destination  at  which  the  rest 
of  the  armament  was  to  be  assembled. 

"  It  will  now  only  be  necessary  for  toe 
to  brin'g  before  your  Majesty  the  dates  kt 
which  the  several  parts  of  the  armament 
were  enabled,  according  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  to  pursue 
their  progress  up  the  Scheldt.  In  this 
place,  however,  it  may  be  proper  that  i 
should  previously  advert  to  the  grounds  on 
which  the  3d  division  under  Lieuienanl- 
General  Grosvenor,  as  well  as  the  tw» 
light  battalions  of  the  King's  German 
Legion,  (composing  part  of  the  force  des- 
tined in  the  first  instance  to  proceed 
against  Antwerp)  were  landed  at  Walche* 
ren,  and  employed  before  Flushing. 

"  Your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  re^ 
collect,  that  the  troops  which  sailed  from 
Portsmouth  under  Lieutenant-Geiteral  Sir 
EjTe  Coote  vrere  destined  for  the  serv^c* 
of  Walcheren,  and  had  been  considered 
as  sufficient  for  that  object,  accord ing  to 
the  intelligencie  received,  and  the  supposed 
strength  of  the  enemy ;  though  at  tbtt 
same  time,  cei'talnlv  relying,  for  the  Uni 
efforts  against Fldshing,  on.  the  ptctnistS 
cO'Ofertuion  qf  the  Navy,  Vind  on  their  esta- 
blishing, (utrcuA^c/ ou/,  in  the  first  instance, 
a  naval  blockade,  except  on  the  side  of 
Veer  andRatnmekins.  Unfortunately,  how^ 
ever,  thi9  did  not  tdospaa,  and  forsetend 
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nights  ailer  the  army  was  before  Flushing, 
the  enemy  Htcceedcd  in  throwing  from  the  op- 
posite coait,  proifubly  ^m  tfie  canal  of  Ghent, 
considerable  reir\fftrcements  into  sftf  vlace, 
which  enabled  him  constantly  to  annoy  our  out- 
posts and  working  parties,  and  finally  to  ai^ 
tempt  a  sally  in  force,  though,  happily  from  the 
valour  qf  your  Ms^esty's  troops,  without  suc- 
cess. This  proving  very  harrassing,  par- 
ticularly from  the  great  difficulty  of  com- 
munication between  the  several  parts  of 
our  line,  I  determined,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  troops  and  press  forward  the  siege 
with  as  much  vigour  as  possible,  to  avail 
myself  for  the  time  of  the  services  of  these 
corps  ;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that 
this  was  only  done  because  I  saw  no  movement 
making  to  push  forward  a  single  vessel  up  the 
West  Scheldt ;  and  it  therefore  seemed  more 
advisable  to  have  their  assistance  before 
Flushing,  than  th^t  they  should  lie  inactive 
in  the  Veer  .Gat ;  and  they  might  at  any 
time  be  re-embarked  from  Rammekins  in 
a  few  hours,  whenever  their  transports 
could  be  brought  up  from  Veer,  and  there 
was  the  least  chance  of  our  proceeding  to 
our  ulterior  destination. 

*'  I  have  already  stated  that  Rammekins 
surrendered  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  of 
August. 

'*  Immediately  upon  this  event,  feeling, 
as  I  did,  great  uneasiness  at  the  delay 
which  had  already  taken  place,  and  at  the 
departure  from  the  origiruu  plan,  I  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Admiral,  then  at  Ter  Veer, 
expressing  my  hope,  that  the  ships  would 
now  be  able  to  enter  the  West  Scheldt  by 
the  Sloe  Passage,  and  that  no  time  should 
be  lost  in  pressing  forward  as  speedily  as 
ppssible  our  further  operations ;  and  I  re- 
quested, at  the  same  time,  that  he  would 
communicate  to  me  the  extent  of  naval 
co-operation  he  could  afford,  as  well  for 
the  niture  blockade  of  Flushing,  as  with 
a  view  to  protecting  the  coasts  of  South 
Beveland,  and  watching  the  passages  from 
the  Meuse  to  the  East  Scheldt,  as  this 
consideration  would  govern  very  much 
the  extent  of  force  I  must  leav^  in  South 
Beveland,  when  the  army  advanced.  To 
this  letter  he  €Ud  not  reply  fully  till  the  Sth 
4if  August ;  but  I  had  a  note  from  him  on 
the  5t/t,  assuring  me  the  transports  should 
be  brought  forward  without  delay ;  and 
I  had  also  a  very  long  conversation  with 
him  on  the  morning  of  the  Gtb,  on  the 
arr^gements  to  be  taken  for  our  further 
i>perations,  when  I  urged,  in  the  strongest 
inanner,  the  necessity  of  not  losing  a  mo- 
fnent  in  bringing  up  the  cavalry  and  ord- 


nance ships,  transports,  store-ships,  vic- 
tuallers, &c.  in  order  that  the  armament 
might  proceed  without  delay  to  its  desti- 
nation ;  and  I  added  my  hopes,  that  they 
woujd  receive  the  protertioh  of  ttie  ships 
of  war,  none  of  which  had  yet  entered  the 
West  Scheldt. 

"  To  all  of  this,  and  to  the  several  ar- 
rangements explained  to  him  in  detail,  he 
fully  assented. 

**  In  his  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  ith 
on  the  Sth  of  August,  he  acquaints  me 
that  several  of  the  smaller  vessels  of  dif- 
ferent descriptions  had  passed  through  the 
intricate  passage  of  the  Sloe,  and  that  be 
had  ordered  the  frigates  to  pass  up  the 
West  Scheldt,  to  be  followed  by  the  line- 
of-battle  ships ;  and  he  gave  hopes  that 
he  should  be  able  to  go  up  the  river  with 
the  flotilla  on  the  10th  of  August  at  fur- 
thest, and  that  the  frigates  and  line-o^ 
battle  ships  should  follow,  as  they  came 
in,  in  succession. 

"  The  frigates,  however,  did  not  pass 
Flushing  till  the  evening  of  the  1 1th,  and 
the  line-of- battle  ships  only  passed  to  ths 
anchorage  above  Flushing  on  the  14th, 
the  second  day  of  the  bombardment 

*'  These  ships  began  to  proceed  up  tbe 
river  on  ike  1 8th,  and  arrived  on  the  VJth; 
one  division  as  fiigh  as  the  bay  below 
Waerdcn,  the  other  off  .the  Hanswent, 
where  they  remained :  the  Coorageux 
passed  above  Batz;  the  cavalry  ship 
only  got  through  the  Sloe  Passage  into 
the  West  Scheldt  from  the  20th  to  the 
23d,  and  arrived  off  Batz  on  the  29d  and 
2  Rh ;  the  ordnance  ships  and  store  ships 
passed  through  from  the  22d  to  the  23d, 
and  arrived  at  their  destination  off  Batz 
on  the  24th  and  25th ;  the  transports  for 
Lieutenant  General  Grosvenor's  division 
only  came  up  to  receive  them  on  the  I9th, 
on  which  day  tl^ey  embarked ;  and  those 
for  Major  General  Graham^s  division  on 
the  20th  and  21st;  and,  they  arrived  off 
Batz  on  the  24th.  The  corps  of  Brigadier 
General  Rottenburgh,  and  the  light  bat- 
talions of  the  German  Legion,  proceeded 
to  join  the  Earl  of  Rosslyns  division  in 
South  beveland. 

"  From  the  Statement,  your  Majesty 
will  see,  that  notwithstanding  every  effort 
on  my  part  with  the  Admiral,  the  armament 
was  not  assembled  at  the.  point  of  its  des- 
tination till  the  25th,  aitd  of  course  that 
the  means  of  commencing  operations 
sooner  against  Antwerp  were  never  in 
my  power. 

"  Jt  now  became  at  this  advanced  pe^ 
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riod  my  daty  to  consider  very  seriously 
t(ie  expediency  of  landing  the  army  on 
the  Continent.  On  comparing  all  the 
intelligence  obtained  as  to  the  strength 
of  the  enemy,  it  appeared  to  be  such  as 
to  leave  (as  stated  in  my  dispatch  of  the 
29th  of  August)  no  reasonable  prospect 
of  the  force  under  my  command,  afler 
accomplishing  the  preliminary  operations 
of  reducing  Fort  Lillo  as  well  as  Liefken- 
shocck,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Antwerp, 
without  the  possession  of  which  the  de- 
•Iruction  of  the  ships  and  arsenals  of  the 
enemy  could  not  be  effected  ;  and  in  ad- 
dition 40  this,  the  sickneu  which  had  begtm 
to  aiutckthe  army  about  the  20th,  and  which 
%vat  hourly  increasing  to  an  alarming  extent, 
cretUed  the  most  serious  a/tprehensions  in  the 
minds  qf  the  medical  men,  as  to  its  further 
progress,  at  that  unhealthy  season,  and 
which  fatal  experience  has  since  shewn  to 
faave  been  but  too  well  founded. 

'*  YoMT  Majesty  will  not  be  surpriged 
if.  under  these  circumstances,  I  paused  in 
requiring  the  Admiral  to  put  the  army  on 
shore,  fhat  a  landing  might  have  been 
inade,  and  that  any  force  that  had  been 
•pposed  to  us  in  the  field  would  haveyielded 
io  the  superior  valour  qf  British  troops,  I  have 
MO  dombt;  but  then,  any  such  success^ 
could  have  been  of  no  avail  towards  the 
attainment  of  the  ultimate  object,  and 
ther^  was  still  less  chance  that  the  enemy 
would  have  given  us  the  opportunity. 
fteeare  in  his  fortresses,  he  had  a  sorer 
game  to  play ;  for  if  ever  the  army,  di- 
Tided  as  it  must  necessarily  have'  been  in 
order  to  occupy  both  banks  of  the  river, 
exposed  to  the  effects  of  inundation  on 
every  side,  and  with  all  its  communica- 
tions liable  to  be  cut  off,  while  the  force  of 
the  enemy  was  daily  and  hourly  increas- 
me,  bad  once  sat  down  before  Antwerp, 
it  IS  unnecessary  for  me  to  point  otit  to 
your  Majesty  how  critical  must  in  a  short 
time  have  been  their  situation.  But  when, 
added  to  this,  sickness  to  ap  alarming  ex- 
tent had  begun  to  spread  itself  among  the 
troops,  and  the  certain  and  fatal  progress 
of  which^  at  that  season,  was  but  too  well 
ascertained,  it  appeared  to  me  that  all 
further  advance  could  only  tend  to  com- 
mit irretrievably  the  safe^  of  the  army 
which  your  Majesty  had  confided  to  me, 
^ui  which  every  principle  of  military 
4u^  aS  well  as  the  direct  tenor  of  my  in- 
structions alike  forbade. 

^'  In  this  state  of  things,  I  considered 
that  there  was  left  me  lio  alternative,  but 
%o  f  unoe  th^  course  1  hcive  already  stated, 
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for  your  Majesty's  information,  in  my 
dispatch  of  the  1^9th  of  August ;  and  that 
conduct  I  now  most  humbly,  but  at  ths 
same  time  with  perfect  confidence,  submit 
to  your  Majesty's  judgment. 

"  I  shall  here  close  this  report ;  which 
has,  I  fear,  already  detained  your  Majesty 
but  too  long;  by  observing,  that  wherever 
it  has  been  necessary  for  me  to  advert  to 
the  disappointments  experienced,  through 
the  arrangements  of  tlte  Admiral,  in  the 
naval  co-operation  i  had  been  taught  to 
expect,  /  have  confined  myself  to  stating  the 
facts ;  abstaining,  as  it  became  me,  from 
all  comment,  and  leaving  it  to  the  Ad- 
miral, in  such  report  as  he  may  make  of 
his  proceedings,  to  bring  under  your  Ma- 
jesty's view  the  circumstances  which  may 
have  occasioned  them,  and  above  ail,  to 
account  for  the  difficulties  which  presented 
the  investment  qf  Flushing  (a  point  never 
even  doubted  of  before)  as  well  as  to  shew 
the  obstacles  which  presented  themselves 
io  the  early  pr<^res8  of  the  armament  up 
the  West  Scheldt,  which  operation  I  had 
always  looked  upon  as  the  primary  object 
of  his  instructions,  and  on  the  accomplish- 
ment of  which  our  best  hopes  of  success 
in  any  of  the  ulterior  objects  of  the  Ex- 
pedition principally,  if  not  wholly,  de- 
pended.    (Signed)  Chatham. 

Lieutenant-GencraU 
October  1 5th,  1809.'* 
(Presented  to  the  King,  1  'kh  Fdnuary,  1  SI  0.J[ 

The  observations,  called  for  by  this 
Narrative,  naturally  divide  themselves  into 
two  parts :  First,  as  relating  to  the  con- 
daetoftheAdmiraUSirRicHAUDSTBACHAN, 
towards  Lord  Chatham;  and,  Second^  as 
relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  ministry  to- 
wards   the  public, ^Without    entering 

into  detail,  it  is  manifest,  that  Lord  Chat- 
ham, though,  in  some  instances,  he  leaves 
it,  in  words,  for  others  to  judge  of  the 
Admiral^s  conduct,  in  fact  he  does  con« 
demn  that  conduct ;  that  he  blames  thi 
Admiral  for  not  giving  him  the  assistance 
that  he  might  have  given  him  previous  to 
the  capture  of  Flusning;  that  reinforce- 
,ments  were^  from  that  cause,  let  into 
Flushing;  that  the  capture  of  that  place 
was  thereby  retarded  ;  that,  of  course,  the 
further  intended  operations  up  the  Scheldt 
were  also  retarded  from  the  same  eause ; 
that,  when  the  time  came  to  push  forward, 
the  Admiral  was  again  tardy ,  and,  that 
his  tardiness  did,  in  fact,  cause  so  much 
delay  in  the  operations  of  the  army,  that, 
supposing  th^  great  and  ultimate  object  ef 
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the  Expedition  to  ha^o  been  at  all  practi- 
euhk  (of  which,  by-the-bye.  Lord  Chat- 
ham seems  from  the  first  to  have  greatly 
tMfted),  that  object  must  have  been  frus- 
trated in  consequence  of  such  delay  on  the 

part  Qf  the  Admiral. ^Such  is,  I  think, 

the  fair  meaning  of  Lord  Chatham's  Nar- 
rative. What  answer  Sir  Richard  Strachan 
may  make  to  it,  I  pretend  not  to  foresee  ; 
b^t,  I  have  seen,  in  some  of  the  news-pa- 
pers, Lord  Chatham's  Dispatch  of  the  1 6th 
of  August  quoted  in  answer  to  his  present 
charges  against  the  Admiral.  In  his  Dis- 
patch of  the  1 6th  of  August  Lord  Chatham, 
after  giving  an  account  of  his  operations 
against  Flushing,  the  capture  of  which  he 
was  announcing,  says:  "  The  seamen, 
"  whose  labours  had  already  been  so  usrful  to 
"  tlie  amty,  sought  their  reward  in  a  fur- 
"  ther  opportunity  of  distinguishing  them- 
«  selves  ;  and  one  of  the  batteries  was  ac- 
**'  cordingly  entrusted  to  them,  and  which 
"  they  served  with  admirable  vigour  and 
**'  effect.— I  must  here  beg  to  express  my 
''strong  sense  of  the  constant  and  cordial 
"  co-operation  of  the  navy  on  all  occasions ; 
"  and  my  warmest  acknowledgments  are 
".most  particularly  dut  to  Captain  Cockbum, 
*'  of  the  Belleisle,  commandingthe  flotilla, 
'«*and  to  Captain  Richardson,  of  the  Caesar, 
*^  commanding  the  brigade  of  seamen 
"  landed  with  the  army."— Now,  as 
Lord  Chatham,  in  his  Narrative,  com- 
plains of  the  Admiral's  not  having  given 
him  the  proper,  and  even  the  promised  as- 
sistance, in  the  attack  upon  Flushing,  it  is 
said,  by  Sir  Richard  btrachanV  friends, 
that  we  have  here,  under  Lord  Chatham's 
own  hand,  aproQ^  that  his  complaint,  now 
made,  is,  as  far,  at  least,  as  relates  to 
what  took  place  previous  to  the  capture 
of  Flushing,  totally  wtfounded;  because  we 
here  see,  that,  qfter  that  capture,  he  says,  in 
terms  the  most  explicit,  that  he  has  every 
thing  to  say  in  praise  of  the  navy;  that 
be  has  had  their  '*  cmistant  and  cordial  co- 
operation."—— It  is,  indeed,  very  difficult, 
if  not  impossible  to  explain  these  words 
away;  for,  though  the  Admiral  is  not 
named,  and  two  of  his  captains  are  named  ; ' 
skill  tha  whole  qf  the  navy  is  praised  for  its 
cmistant  and  cordial  co-operation.  The 
only  question,  therefore,  is,  whether  con- 
siderations of  future  advantage,  or  cf  fu- 
ture prevention  of  mischief,  did  authorize 
Lord  Chatham  to  make  this  report  of  the 
conduct  of  the  navy,  at  a  moment  i<hen 
he  was  in  possession  of  the*  fact*},  which  he 
has  now  bid  before  the  king  and  the  par- 
liament^ and  whichiaets  arc  in  direct  con- 


tradiction to  that  report.     He  does  not 
praise  the  Admiral,  he  does  not  name  him; 
and,  it  is  pretty  evident  that  he  was  dis- 
pleased with  him,  at  the  time  when  he 
wrote  his  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  August; 
but,  still,  where  are  we  to  look  for  a  justifica- 
tion for  having,  in  a  dispatch  intended  for  the 
public  eye,  praised  the  navy  and  asserted 
that  its  co-operation   had   been  constant 
and  cordial,  when,  at  the  moment  when 
he  was  writing  that  dispatch,  he  knew, 
that  his  operations  had  been  retarded  and 
that  the  great  object  of  his  enterprize  was 
likely  to  be  frustrated  by  a  want  of  that 
very  co-operation  ?   In  his  dispatch  of  the 
29th  of  August,  where  he  states  the  causes, 
which  have  induced  him  to  resolve  to  pro- 
ceed no  further,  he  does,  indeed,  say  no- 
thing at  all  about  either  the  Admiral  or 
the  Navy,  which  shews  that  he  was  out 
of  temper  with  the  former,  or,  at  least, 
that  he  was  not  upon  a  very  cordial  foot* 
ing  with  him ;  but,  there  is  nothing,  in  my 
opinion  that  can  possibly  reconcile  the 
dispatch  of  the  16th  of  August  with  the 
Nalratiye  now  under  observation.     What 
took  place,  indeed,  after  the  16th  of  Au- 
gust, is  another  matter :    Of  the  conduct 
of  the  navy  after  that  date.  Lord  Chatham 
had  not  spoken  in  his  dispatches,  and  was, 
therefore,  at  full  liberty  to  condemn  it 
either  in  a  report  to  the  king,  or  in  hit 
evidence  to  the  House  of  Commons ;    but, 
there  is  no  rubbing  out  the  praises  in  tha 
dispatch  of  the  1 6th  of  August ;    there  is 
no  reconciling  that  dispatch  with  the  nar* 
rative ;  and,  the  public  must,  according 
to  their  opinion  as  to  those  two  state- 
ments, be  permitted  to  judge  of  any  other 
statements,  made  by  the  same  person,- 
It  has  been  urged  against  Lord  Chatham, 
that  the  time  of  publishing  this  Narrative 
indicates  a  desire  to  take  an  unfair  advao- 
tag«   of  Sir  Richard  Strachtui.      Really, 
there  is  something  so  strange  in  the  whole 
of  this  affair,  that  one  does  not  know  what 
to  think  of  it;  byt,  I  cannot  sec  any  rea- 
son that  Sir  Richard  has  to  con^plain*:  that 
is  to  say,  if  what  Lord  Chatham  says  be 
correct.    The  former  may  demand  an  in- 
quiry into  his  conduct.     Towards  Sir  R, 
Strachan  I  do  not  think  that  Lord  Chatham 
has   acted    unfairly. But  all  this    ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  of  very  little  conse- 
quence to  the  nation,  compared  with  the 
question    between    (he   tnhiisters    and    the 
piihilc.     This  is  the  Miteresting  point,  in 
which  Lord  Chatham's  Narrative  is  to  be 

viewed. ^We  see,  that  the  narrative  is 

dated  on  the  1 5th  qf  October  ;  and  that  it  it 
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laid  to  have  been  presented  to  the  king  on 

the  I4M  qf  February. Now,  in  the  first 

place,  how  comes  it,  that  Lord  Chatham 
did  not  deliver  it,  io  the  shape  of  a  report, 
io  the  tmmsters  ?  How  long,  I  should  wish  to 
know,  has  it  been  constitutional  for  a  com- 
mander of  an  expedition  to  make  his  re- 
ports directly  to  the  king,  and  not  to  the 
ministers  ?— —  Well,  but,  why  was  not 
the  Narrative  presented  sooner  ?  Why,  if 
drawn  up  on  the  15th  of  October,  was  it 
oot  presented  till  within  one  day  of /our 

maniks  afterwards  ? Let  it  be  observed, 

too,  that  this  paper  was  not  presented  to 
die  House  of  Commons  amongst  those 
papers^  which,  in  the  Speech,  the  king 
was  adyised  to  say,  he  trusted,  would  be 
'*  sut^factory"  upon  the  subject  of  this 
fatal  Expedition  3  and,  it  is  now  clear, 
Ihat  this  paper  never  would  have  been 
laid  before  the  House,  and,  of  course, 
^hat  the  public  never  would  have  seen 
H  (though  written  in  October  last)  had 
not  the  Inquiry  took  place,  and  which 
Inquiry,  we  should  always  bear  in  mind, 
was,  in  t^  way  in  which  ithas  taken  place, 
opposed  by  the  tmnisters.  Never  should  we 
have  seen  this  paper,  had  it  not  been  ibr 
the  Inquiry ;  and,  indeed,  it  would,  from 
the  dates,  seem,  that  the  king  never  would 
haTe  heard  any  thing  of  it;  so  that  to 
Lord  Porchester  and  those  who  voted 
with  bim  the  public  are  clearly  indebted 
Ibr  the  knowledge  of  the  coiKents  of  this 
inestimable  paper.- — But,  now  let  us  look 
bftck  a  little,  and  see  what  was  passing, 
while  this  paper  Jay,  ready  drawn  up,  in 
the  possestfiun  of  Lord  Chatham.  It  it 
ahnost  impossible  to  believ«,  that  the  mi- 
nisters, or,  at  least,  a  part  of  them,  were 
not,  in  the  month  qf  October,  made  acquaint' 
edwilh  this  Narrative  of  Lord  Chatham; 
and  it  is,  I  think,  quite  impossible  to  be- 
lieye,  that  whether  they  had,  or  had  not 
ILCtually  seen  ihe  Narrative,  they  musthavt* 
intnai  of  the  mutual  accusations  of  the  land 
and  sea  commanders.  Yet,  on  the  20M 
qf  December  did  they  advise  the  king^  to 
Idl  the  Corporation  of  London  that  he  did 
tiot  think  it  necessary  to  order  any  military  Ijp- 
fidry  itttojthe  conduct  qfthe  Expeditunu^  Well 
•Bou^h^may  it  now  be  tisked,  who  ii  was 
ihat  advised  the  ^tmgto  give  that  answer  to  the 
City  qf  London,  The  king,  tlien,  in  the 
Speech  to  the  Rarliament,  says  that  he  will 
order  such  papers  to  be  laid  be&Nre  them, 
««,  he.  trustfl»  will  be  sati^actory;  but#  ,he 
did  not,  and  he  coukl  not  intend  to  lay  this 
most  impoftant  of  all  paper*  before  them, 
for,  we  see,  that  the  paper  is  dated  as  pre- 


sented to  him  only  on  the  li/A  (jf  February* 
long  afier  the  l^eech  was  made.  Bat# 
supposing  the  king  not  to  have  heard  of 
the  Narrative,  his  ministers  must,  or  at  least. 
Lord  Chatham,  the  author  of  it,  must;  and 
yet  these  ministers,  ofwhom  Lord  Chatham 
himseirwas  one,  advised  the  king,  on  the 
20th  of  Dec.  to  tell  the  Citizens  of  Lon- 
don that  he  did  not  think  a  military  Inquiry 

necessary, Now,  how  is  this  to  be  met 

by  the  ministers  ?  It  is  impossible, 
that  thev  can  deny  having  had  a  know* 
ledge  o^  Lord  Chatham's  Narrative  ;  be- 
cause, in  that  case,  what  becomes  of  him^ 
who,  as  a  9abiiiet-niiQJster,  could  hide  from 

ilietn  that  knofwledge  ? ^Thus  we  see  how 

much  can  be  done  by  the  City  oif  Lon** 
don,  if  under  the  guidance  of  sound  prin- 
ciples and  aliioiated  with  only  .commoi» 
^irit.  Had  it  not  been  for  them  ;  had 
it  not  been  for  their  call  for  an  Inquiry  (a 
call  which  was  treated  in  a  manner  that 
will  not,  I  trust,,  soon  be  forgotten,)  this 
Narrative  of  Lord  Chatham  would  have 
been  without  one  half  of  its  effect.  We 
haye  now  not  only  thejwtxj^of  the  neces- 
sity of  an  Inquiry  ;  but,  to  that  we  add 
the  proqf  that  the  ministers,  or  one  of 
them  at  least,  who  is  still  a  minister,  had 
already  drawn  up  with  his  own  hand,  or, 
at  least,  had  signed  with  his  own  na,me,  a 
paper  containing  grounds  more  than  si;^ 
cient  for  an  Inquiry. 

[Since  writing  the  above,    I    fin^ 

that  there  are  some  considerable 

*  omissions  in  the  Returns  of  the 

Deaths,  (see  p.  280),  which  will  be 

pointed  out  in  my  next.] 


*^*  It  was  my  intention  to  have  offered 
some  remarks  upon  several  other  topics, 
especially  on  the  proposition  for  taking 
into  our  pay  Qust  when  the  war  in  Portu- 
gal is  likely  to  be  put  an  end  to)  thirty  thou" 
sand  Portuguese  troops,  whom  I  hope  the 
Parliament  will  take  care  to  forbid  being 
BROUGHT    INTO   THIS  KINGDOM. 

1  also  wished  to  express  more  fully 

than  I  can  now  do,  for  want  of  time,  the 
satisfaction  I  feel,  in  common  with  all 
those  with  whom  I  have  conversed  upon 
the  subject,  at  the  manly  and  useful  strug- 
gle, whicfi  ,Mr,  Burgoyne  has  made  in 
Essex ;  and  which  may,  at  a  future  pe- 
riod, be  the  cause  of  rescuing  that  county 
from  the  disgraceful  compromise,  which, 
for  years  past,  has  in  fact  ^depriyed  Xtus. 
freeholders  of  any  voice  at  all. 
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COBBETT'S 
COMPLETE  COLLECTION  OF 

State  Trials: 

Tlie  Fifteenth  Part  of  the  above 
Work  will  be  published  on  the  Ist  of 
March.  One  Part  will  appear,  with  the 
greatest  regularity,  on  the  first  of  each 
succeeding  month.  Subscribers  who  pur- 
chase the  Work  in  Quarterly  Volumes  are 
respectfully  informed  that  the  Fifth  Vo- 
lume will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  the 
first  of  March.  Of  the  Two  Hundred 
tmd  Seven  Trials  or  Proceedings,  of 
which  th«  first  five  Volumes  consist, 
NiNETT-FouR  never  before  came  into  tfny 
Collection.  The  following  is  a  List  of  the 
Articles  contained  in  the  Fifth  Volume  ; 

%♦  The  new  Maiier  it  marked  [N.]  . 

487.  The  Proceedings,  Cxammatioo,  and  Trial  of 
Colonet  Rosebhu  Andrewe,  more  commonly  writ- 
ten Andrewet,  (a  Barrister  of  Gray's  Inn,)  before 
the  High  Court  of  JasUoc,  for  High  Treason, 
A.D.  1650. 

588.  The  Trial  of  Mr.  Christopher  Love,  before 
tlie  High  Court  of  Justice,  for  High  Treason, 
A.D.  1651. 

4jB9.  The  Trial  of  Mr.  John  Gibbons,  before  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  for  High  Treason,  a.  o. 
1631. 

^90.  Proceedings  against  James  Stanley,  Earl  of 
Derby,  Sir  Timothy  Fetherstonhangh,  and  Cap- 
tain John  Benbowr,  before  a  Court  Martial,  for 
High-Treason,  a.  ».  1651  [N.] 

1.91.  The  Trial  of  Major  Richard  Faulconer,  at 
the  Upper  Bench  Bar  in  Westminstcr-hall,  upion 
an  Indictment  fbr  Perjury,  a.  d.  1653. 

193.  The  Case  of  Captain  John  Streater,  on  an 
Habeas  Corpus,  at  tlie  Upper  Bench  in  Wcstmin- 
■ter-hall,  a.d.  1653. 

^93.  The  Trial  of  Mr.  John  lilbume,  at  the  Ses> 
■ions  of  the  Peace  held  for  tlie  City  of  XiOndon, 
at  Justice-Hall  in  the  Old  Bailey,  for  returning 
Mo  England,  being  banished  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, A.  D.  lt>53. 

i^4.  Case  of  the  Pririlegcs  of  Embassadors,  being 
the  Proceedings  against  Don  Pantaleon  Sa,  Bro- 
ther  of  the  Embassador  from  the  King  of  Portu- 
gal to  England,  for  Murder  in  a  Riot  in  the  New 
Exchange,  a.  d.  1654  [N.] 

195.^  The  Trial  of  John  Gerhard,  Peter  Vowell, 
and  Somerset  Fox,  before  the  High  Court  of  Jus- 
tice, fi/r  High  Treason,  in  cbnspiriog  to  Murder 
the  Lord  Protector,  a.  d.  1654. 

i96.  Prooeedmgs  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  Oliver  Cromwell  for  ejecting  Scandalous  and 
Insufficient  Ministers,  against  John  Pordage,  of 
Bradfi^ld,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  a.  d.  1654. 

19*7.  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  Oliver  Cromwell  for  ejecting  Scandalous  and 
Ignorant  Ministera.  In  the  Case  of  Walter  Bnsh- 
nalU  Clerk,  Vicar  of  Box,  in  the  County  of  WilU, 
A.D.  1656  £  V.J 

tPS.  The  Trial  of  the  Hon,  Colonel  John  Penrud- 
iic]^4a.£soi;^  <or  Hii^  TcesMpni  a.  ».  1655. 


199.  Proceedings  of  the  Lord  Proieetor  and  bi» 
Council  against  Sir  Henry  Vane,  knt.  for  ^ 
publication  of  a  Book,  intitled,  **  A  Healif\ft 
*'  Question,  propounded  and  resolved,  upon  oc- 
**  casion  of  the  late  public  and  seasonoble  Call  to 
"  Humiliation,  in  order  to  Love  and  UnloD 
"  amongst  the  honest  Party,"  a.  ».  1656  [N.] 

200.  Proceedings  in  the  House  of  Commoos  again^ 
James  Nayler,  for  Blasphemy,  and  other  Mtsd^ 
meanors,  a.  n.  1656. 

201.  The  Trial  qf  Miles  Sindercome,  afias  Fisl^ 
before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Glynn,  and  Mr. 
Justice  Warburton,  at  the  Upper-Bench,  Wesl^ 
minster,  for  High  Treason,  a.  d.  1657. 

202.  The  Trial  of  Sr  Henry  Slingsby,  knt.  befoQ^ 
the  High  Court  of  Justice,  for  Uigh  Treuoo, 
A.D.  1658. 

203.  The  Trial  of  Dr.  John  Hewet,  before  thf 
High  Court  of  Justice,  for  High  Treason^  a.^ 
1658. 

204.  The  Trial  of  John  Mordant,  esq.  before  tin 
Nigh  Court  of  Justice,  for  High  Treason,  a.  A 
1658. 

205.  The  Trials  of  TWENTY-NINE  RBGlCIDEi^ 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  High  Treason,  which  br- 
gan  on  the  9th  of  October,  a.  d.  1660. 

206.  Proceedings  upon  an  Imp^chment  against 
William  Drake,  for  writing,  pr'mting,  and  pub- 
lishing a  false,  wicked,  malicious  and  seditiouf 
Paraphltit,  entitled,  "  The  Long  Parliament  !•• 
Tired,"  a.d.  1660  [N.] 

207.  Proceedings  in  Scotland  against  Archibald 
Marquis  of  Argylc,  for  High  Treason,  a.  n.  1661 . 


ESSEX  ELECTION. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  FrmivMen  qf 
the  County  <^'  Esses. 

Gentlemen  :— To  the  Eight  Hundrfd 
and  Eleven  Independent  Freeholders  vrha 
bare  supported  me,  I  return  my  warmest 
Thanks ;  to  those  who  have  opposed  me. 
some  of  tliem  not  by  the  most  justifiable 
means,  I  offer  good  will  and  forgiveness; 
and  to  those  who  on  account  of  ambitious 
views  and  private  friendships  have  remain-* 
od  neuter,  though  ihey  approre  of  my  po- 
litical principles,  I  submit  my  advice  that 
they  would  in  future  feel  for  their  coQntr}% 
and  exercise  their  franchises  in  8up|)ortof 
their  opinions.— -Under  all  circumaanceai 
I  assert  that  my  defeat  is  in  truth  a  iriumphv 
I  have  manifested  under  every  discourage*- 
ment,  some  fumnessand  perseverance,  in 
giving  an  example  which  I  hope  will  b« 
followed  throughout  the  United  Kingdon 
at  the  next  General  Elecdon.  I  Aave 
faithfully  observed  my  engagements,  and. 
shewn,  that  wealth  is  not  necessary  for  a 
Candidaite>  and  that  the  Freeholders  of 
Counties  have  still  the  power  to  choose 
their  own  Representattret.  1  wish  I  could 
add,  that  all  those  wlui  have  talked  the 
most  of  independence  have  had  thecoaraff^^ 
to  exercise  it. — Powerful  have  been  the, 
means  employed  ti^  i;iflaQ«c<  end  terrify^ 
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mod  afUryovr  elective  franchises  lying 
dormant  forty  velars,  in  consequence  of 
the  compromise'  which  has  disgraced  this 
Connty,  it -could  not  be  expected  that  the 
spirit  of  independence  should  be  at  once  as 
conspicuous  with  us  as  it  is  in  the  neigh- 
boQfing  County  of  Kent.  However,  the 
foundation  is  )aid»  and  the  best  return  I 
can  make  for  your  favour,  is  to  continue  to 
support  this  constitutional  work.— -Mr. 
Houblon  has  no  reason  to  boast  of  his  ma- 
.jority ;  his  return  is  owing  to  the  disunion 
o(  his  enemies,  not  to  the  strenfi^th  of  his 
fiends.  A  third  of  the  Freeholders  have 
not  polled;  the  leading  Whig  interests 
have  not  moved ;  hundreds  of  my  friends 
did  not  give  me  their  votes,  because  they 
thought  that  there  was  no  chance  of  over- 
taking my  opponent.  An  exposure  of  some 
of  the  instances  of  influence  and  tyranny 
which  have  been  exercised  will .  be  my 
first  object.  If  they  do  not  deter  the  ene- 
mies of  your  independence  from  such  ve- 
nal practices  in  future,  they  will,  I  hope, 
encourage  you  to  .resist  them,  and  teach 
you  that  your  country  is  your  surest  party 
and  your  best  friend.  I  am.  Gentlemen, 
Your  frdthfril  friend  and  obliged  servant, 
Montagu  Bubgoynb. 
Chelmtford,  FtA.  17. 

MIL  WINDHAM. 

Sib; — The  Letters  of  your  opponents 
se  frequently  find  places  m  your  Weekly 
Register,  that  I  shall  make  no  apology  for 
leaving  this  at  your  disposal. — As  it  is 
intended  to  be  a  commentary  upon  a  com* 
mentary,  the  text  being  Mr.  Windham's 
late  speech,  or  rather,  as  you  correctly 
describe  it,  "  the  publication  called  a 
Speech  of  Mr.  Winaham/'  I  shall  pursue 
the  order  observed  by  you ;  withholding, 
however,  for  the  present,  any  remarks  con- 
nected with  what  you  call  the  public  part 
of  that  speech^  partly  because  they  might 
extend  to  a  length  inconvenient  for  inser- 
tion, but  more  particularly  because  you 
intimate  that  your  remarks  on  that  head 
are  not  yet  closed. — ^Adverting  then  to 
the  "  personal''  attack  contained  in  the 
publication  in  question,  you  first  observe, 
that  it  was  any  thing  but "  manly,"  that 
is,  it  left  the  persons  attacked  without  the 
means  of  defence.  What?  The  lords 
tad  masters  of  the  press  without  the  means 
of  ^[^snce?  Surely  this  positioa  is  rather 
whimsical.-^As  well  might  you  tell  me 
that  if  you  were  to  thrust  your  hand  into 
%  hive  of  bee^  the  poor  beta  could  do 


nothing  but  drop  their  wings,  tnd  mourn 
ov/er  their  own  helpleasness.  Let  us  look 
.to  what  has  now  been  the  fact.  Has  the, 
hive  been  indeed  so  passive  ?  Has  thera 
been  no  buzzing,  no  stinging,  no  shower 
of  darts  from  the  citadel,  no  sally  from  thtf 
garrison?  Or  do  you  mean  it  to  be  thought 
that  your  observations,  and  those  of  the 
Reporter  whose  letter  you  insert  and  ap- 
plaud, and  those  too,  daily  issuing  from 
the  Newspapers  in  town  and  country,  fur- 
nish no  defence  at  ay  ?-^That  Mr.  Wind* 
ham's  attacks  are  going  throush  the  world 
unanswered  and  unchecked  ?  This  I  think 
you  cannot  wish  us  to  believe.— But  th« 
assaulted  parties,  you  will  say,  though  they 
could  reply  to  him  the  next  morning,  could 
not  do  so  when  the  attack  was  made. 
This  is  true,  and  it  is  equally  true  in  every 
case  where  the  party  attacked  is  absent; 
It  happened  so  with  respect  to  some  indi- 
viduals who  had  not  the  good  luck  to  be 
amongst  the  auditors  of  your  Speeches  in 
Hampshire.  Yet  I  do  not  recollect  that  on 
that  account  you  thought  it  necessary  to 
apologize  for  the  unmanliness  of  the  cen- 
sures you  applied  to  them.  Well,  but  tho 
present  case,  you  may  say,  is  not  that  pf 
persons  absent,  but  of  pers6n^  actually  pre* 
sent  who  are  prevented  from  making  reply. 
So,  then,  it  seems  that  one  of  these  rulqli 
should  be  observed ;— either  no  member 
of  parliament  should  be  permitted  to  re- 
mark on  the  conduct  of  any  individual  not 
a  member,  but  who  may  happen  by  somt 
chance  to  be  seated  in  the  Gallery — or  else« 
what  would  be  more  entertaining,  and 
perhaps  more  conformable  with  your  opi- 
nions, the  attacked  gentleman  in  the  gallery 
should  be  allowed  to  reply  to  the  attacking 
gentleman  on  the  floor. — ^This  would  give 
a  pleasing  variety  and  relief  to  the  debates, 
and  the  house  and  the  gallery  might  como 
to  a  trial  of  strength  of  lungs  in  applaud- 
ing their  respective  champions.  Seri- 
ously, Sir,  in  the  present  contest,  you  and 
your  associates  have  every  advantage  over 
your  adversary  (if  such  you  choose  toconr 
sider  him)  which  number,  concert,  esprU 
du  coTpi,  the  use  of  your  own  accustomed 
weapons,  and  what  is  more  than  all,  th^ 
absolute  command  of  the  press,  can  afiford 
you; — so  that  while  you  are  censuring 
Mr.  Windham  for  want  of  courage^  aU 
the  rest  of  the  world,  unconnected  with 
the  press,  is  astonished  at  his  temerity ;  I 
mean  as  shewn  in  a  total  disregard  of  per- 
sonal considerations.  Next  ^  to  the  des* 
criptions  given  of  the  persona  attapked^ 
yoiihaye  asserted  ioii0Uy#  thait  not  ooft  of 
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them  has  ever  kept  a  lottery-office  or 
been  a  footman — and  that  but  one  of  them 
has  been  a  bankrapt/ — Without  disputing 
yoar  mearis  of  possessing  thus  early  the 
resiiSt  of  an  enquiry  regarding  a  Tery  nu- 
tnerotts  body  of  people,  I  would  just  ob- 
lerve  that,  even  if  that  result  should  prove 
to  be  correct,  the  main  arguments  of  the 
Speech  in  question  would  not  at  alt  suffer, 
provided  that  amongst  the  persons  alluded 
to,  some  wer«  found  to  be  at  least  of  simi- 
lar classes,  neithtfi-  does  it  alter  the  case  if 
it  should  happen  (as  from  ray  Own  know- 
ledge it  does)  that  some,  or  even  many, 
respectable  and  well  educated  persons  are 
connected  with  the  daily  and  weekly  press. 
The  words  in  quebfion,  even  as  given  in 
the  report  you  have  made  use  of,  are  by 
no  means  of  a  general  nature,  though  the 
Editors  and  Reporiers,  as  if  covclinaj  an 
attack,  seem  almost  with  one  voice  to  have 
agreed  to  regard  them  as  levelled  against 
the  whole  fraternity,  collectively  and  in- 
dividually. With  respect,  however,  to  one 
of  the  obnoxious  descriptions,  that  of  "  foot- 
man," I  have  heard  from  a  person  who  was 
present,  that  it  wa*  not  used  by  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, through  by  mistake  it  was  noticed  as 
if  it  ba{^  in  Mr.  Sheridan's  reply — a  mis- 
take which,  I  am  told,  was  immediately 
corrected.  You  possess  ample  mean^i  of 
informing  yodrself  and  the  public,  whether 
this  statement  be  true  or  false.  But  whe- 
ther the  opinions  thu^  said  to  have  been 
advanced  by  Mr.  Windham  were  jutt  or 
otherwise,  it  is  to  me,  who  have  been  a 
frequent  and  almost  constant  reader  of 
your  Register  for  many  years;  it  is  to 
me,  I  ssiy,  a  matter  of  perfect  astonishment 
to  find  you,  of  all  men  living,  charging 
those  opinions  with  injustice  or  harsh- 
ness :  You,  who  have  so  repeatedly  brand- 
ed the  press  with  every  species  of  infamy, 
you  who  hkvtf  constantly  reviled  its  con- 
ductors a«  "  hirelings,"  you,  who  haVe 
cxhaiis*"ed  a  vocabulary  with  which  no 
writer  ha^  ever  been  more  copiously  stor- 
ed, irt  exposing  these  "  Hirelings"  forwl)at 
you  have  described  as  theit-  calumnies, 
misrepresentations,  venality  and  corrup- 
tion }  Passages  to  this  effect  I  could  easi- 
ly cite  from  your  works  suiTicient  to 
fornish  you  with  mottoes  for  tfi^  next  five 
years.  Yet  now  these  "  Hirelings"  are 
honoured  with  your  special  protection — 
your  more  than  brotherly  commiseration. 
This  inconsistency,  thoilgh  more  glairing 
in  yod  than  inanyof  vour  new  associates, 
is  ^^^Jg^^SBBl^i^ough  in  mMy  «f 
'  U*^  'wlwBMHIynTlltttffi?^^    has hti»  %^ 


bespatter  one  another  with  charges  of  ve- 
nality and  slander.  But  let  an  attack  be 
made  from  a  foreign  quarter,  and  the  civil 
wars  are  over  in  an  instant— -the  wrangling 
corps  forget  their  own  quarrels^  and  be^ 
come  firmly  united  against  the  common 
enemy.  The  inference  to  be  drawn  firom 
this  conduct  must  be,  that  the  charges 
made  are  true'  when  all  edged  by  theii»-> 
selves,  but  false  when  adduced  by  a  by- 
stander.  1  am  now  come  to  the  personal 

application  which  you  have  chosen  to 
make  of  Mr.  Windham's  use  of  the  term 
"  Bankrupt."  That  this  gentleman  should 
have  had  in  view  any  individual  whomso- 
ever, seems  neither  necessary  nor  probable. 
That  he  should  have  thought  of  Mr. 
Wright,  appears  from  your  own  statement 
to  be  improbable  in  tlie  highest  degree. 
Mr.  Wright  seems  by  that  account  to  have 
possessed  Mr.  Windham's  good  will,  and 
not  to  have  done  any  thing  to  forfeit  it. 
His  past  misfortunes,  even  if  known  to  Mr. 
Windham  at  all,  must  have  been  known 
by  him  to  have  proceeded  from  other 
causes  than  misconduct  ;  and  if  any  re- 
proach had  been  attached  to  those  misfor- 
tunes, (which  there  is  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve) he  Would  for  the  revival  of  that  re- 
proach be  indebted  to  your  firiendly  offices. 
Mr.  Wright,  moreover,  seems  not  to  be 
strictly  of  the  description  of  persons  to 
whom  Mr.  Windham  was  alluding.  His 
publication  is  not  a  newspaper ;  it  is  a 
Collection  of  Speeches  compiled  and  print* 
ed  some  time  after  they  have  been  deliver- 
ed, with  a  view  to  the  information  of  pos- 
terity, and  corrected,  in  many  instances* 
by  the  speakers  themselves.  Mr.  Wind- 
ham appears  to  be  one  of  the  speakers  who 
render  this  assistance,  and  it  would  have 
been  strange  indeed  if  he  had  thought  it 
necessary  to  censure  a  publication  to 
which  he  himself  contributed.  Neither 
is  the  care  which  he  has  manifested  in  the 
correction  of  his  speeches  at  all  inconsist- 
ent with  his  opinf  on  (if  such  be  his  opinion) 
that  the  debates  ought  not  to  be  published 
at  all.  If  still  they  are  published,  there 
surely  is  no  blame  in  his  desire  that  his 
statements  on  important  questions  shouki 
be  given  correctly.  As  to  the  obligation 
under  whi<jh  it  is  pretended  Mr.  Windham 
is  placed  by  the  trouble  his  speeches  have 
given  to  the  editor,  it  is  sorely  at  ieast  re- 
ciprocal. It  certainly  must  be  very  much 
the  editor's  interest,  as  it  ought  to  t>e  his' 
endeavour,  to  have  his  publication  correct- 
ed by  thole  who  nf%  moat  competent  to^ 
th#  task  f  and  in  §m^  it  appears  H^m  yom 
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Statement  that  both  yoo  and  Mr«  Wright 
"  took  ploasure  in  having  Mr.  Windham's 
"  speeches  npon  record  as  full  as  possi- 
•*  ble." — -Finally,  yoa  advert  to  a  commu- 
nication very  unimportant  in  itself,  and 
npon  which  you  leave  the  comment  to  be 
made  by  your  readers,  probably  from  the 
difficulty  of  ascertaining  what  sort  of 
comment  it  was  capable  of.  It  seems  not 
improbable,  I  tliink,  that  in  the  represen- 
tation given,  the  dramatis  pcnonce  may 
have  shifted  places  a  little  ;  that  is,  it 
seems  the  more  natural  course  that  Mr. 
Wright  shoal  J  have  first  mentioned  to  Mr. 
Windham  what  Mr.  Windham  is  stated  to 
have  asked  from  him.  I  am  very  far  from 
wishing  to  impute  to  Mr.  Wi'ight  any 
wilful  misrepresentation.  The  mistake 
may  bare  arisen  from  the  want  of  a  pre- 
ci-ie  recollection  of  a  conversation  which 
probably  took  place  some,  time  ago,  and 
which  certainly  proves  nothing  against 
Mr.  Windham,  in  which  ever  way  it  might 
have  passed.     I  am,  Sir,  &c.   ' 

1 5  Fek  1 8 1 0.     A  Friend  to  Truth. 


JACOBIN  GUINEAS. 

Sir; — ^The  liberality,  with  which  you 
invite  all  yoiir  readers  to  the  free  discus- 
sion of  every  subject  that  .excites  public 
curiosity,  has  induced  me,  who  am  a 
stranger,  and  by  no  means  fond  oF  ob- 
truding opinions,  to  offer  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  subject  of  Jacobin  Guineas ; 
vid  though  I  may  only  flatter  myself  in 
supposing  they  may  tend  to  simplify, 
I  certainly  shall  not  be  accused  of  puzzling 
what  was  before  a  plain  <}uestion.<— I  am 
m>t,  Mr»  Cobbett,  a  speculative  theorist. 
The  knowledge  which  I  haVe  acquired 
has  arisen  chiefly  from'  observation  and 
experience,  and  if  in  the  discussion  of  this 
question  I  suffer  myself  to  be  led  by  that 
experience,  and  attempt  an  illustration  by 
a  reourrenee  to  my  cash  book  and  ledger ; 
though  to  the  refined  philosopher,*  to  br^g 
it  thus  Co  the  level  of  common  accompts 
may  appear  degrading,  yet  to  men  of  plain 
understanding,  who  like  myself  estimate 
knowledffo  by  its  practical  eflfects  only,  I 
tnxf  fainy  hope  to  stand  excused;  and 
the  more  so  if  it  realhr  should  m  any  mea- 
sure elucidate  a  subject  rendered  some- 
what '  obscure  by  fine  spun  reasoning, 
ingenions  deductions,  and  false  conclu- 
sions. The  business  of  a  petty  country 
bank*  differing  only  in  degree, is  in  pHhti- 
ple  the  same  as  the  Bank  of  England.  And 
tho  Iriilui^  barter  aind  sates  of  the^  lowest 


trader,  the  same  as  the  most  exiendexk 
commerce  between  one  nation  and  another j 
— Want  of  capital,  limited  credit,  and  art 
overstocked  market  producing  in  each  thcf 
saihe  difficulties,  embarrassments  and  m-* 
solvency. — Early  in  life  I  started  into 
business  with  a  sum  Scarcely  to  equal  the 
furniture  of  a  modern  kitchen,  or  the  flt^ 
tingS'Up  of  a  stylish  compting  housei  III 
the  first  place,  1  made  myself  acquahited 
with  the  value  of  a  variety  of  articles  at 
the  wharf,  with  the  prices  given  by  the 
retailer,  and  with  the  profits  paid  by  the 
consumer.  Opportunities  sOOn  occurred 
of  realizing  large  gains.  The  cheapne^ 
of  the  commodity,  the  certainty  of  its  sale, 
and  the  probable  quickness  of  the  return^ 
were  self-evident ;  but  with  my  little  sum 
and  no  credit,  cheese-parings  imd  cftndle<> 
ends  were  all  that  I  could  manage. — My 
more  wealthy  neighbours  easily  se(:ared  to 
themselves  these  advantages,  and  wer^ 
daily  adding  to  their  capital  already  so 
large  :  still  I  was  not  discouraged.  The 
interval  between  my  small  purchase  and 
return  gave  me  more  leisure  than  I  either 
wished  or  enjoyed.  Yet  was  th?s  lersurfe 
oseful.  I  began  to  enquire  into  the  orfgin  df 
their  wealth,  and  I  soon  fotind  that  many  «€ 
them  started  from  the  same  point  at  wlifeh 
I  then  stood.  I  followed  them  through 
the  diff^ent  stages. of  their  success,  and 
investigated  the  causes  which  secured  tb 
them  a  fortune,  so  much  more  prosperotfs 
than  their  brethren.  I  perceived  that  as 
they  advanced  in  bosihess,  by  their  in-  , 
tegrity,  their  caution,  and  above  all  by 
their  punctuality,  their  credit  increased  lii 
a  ratio  far  beyond  their  capital.  ■  It  wrfs 
very  evident  that  whilst  their  Wai^hous^s 
already  contained  goods,  far  exceeding  in 
value  the  whole  amount  of  their  pro- 
perty, they  were  still  making  advantageods 
purchases,  and  thereby  doubling  the  meails 
of  getting  rich.  And  this  was  no  problem. 
They  felt  quite  secure  in  laying  out  thrfr 
la^t  shtlling,  no  sudden  demand  fcouM 
injure  them.  An  additional  eapitil  was 
soon  treated,  and  all  their  cfifficoHi^ 
vanished.  The  'Barik  had  no  hesitation  hi 
discounting  frefely  for  them  ;^  fdr  they  ha^ 
never  been  defaulters,  even  for  a  moment. 
They  knew  that  no  man  dare  Overtrade  Ms 
capital  with  impunity ;  for  he  imrst  either 
sell  at  reduced  prices,  to  remove  the  etfl, 
or  he  fails,  partiMly  at  least,  in  his  enga^6- 
ment;  that  no  man  fails  in  his  engage- 
ment, but  lie  inflicts'a  wound  on  hW  credit, 
in  proportion  to  the  magni^fide  of  thii 
engagement,  but  they  knew  alM  that 
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cnedit  forms  a  part  of  capitali  and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  solidity  of  the  former,  was 
the  extent  and  power  of  the  latter.  It  is 
tme,  a  comparison. sotnetimes  produced  in 
me  a  sort  of  melancholy— -hut  never  des- 

riir;  for  consolation  was  always  at  hand, 
knew  that  by  steadily  pursuing  their  pre- 
cautious system,  I  must  attain  the  same 
advantages.  And  I  have  pursued  their 
system.  And  though  still  young,  I  have 
experienced  the  good  arising  from  it. 
IVIy  capital,  though  prmcely  hi  comparison 
of  what  it  was,  is  yet  very  small :  hot  the 
degree  of  credit  I  have  obtained  is  equal 
to  my  most  sanguine  expectation.  Now 
let  us  apply  these  simple  facts,  this  plain 
statement,  to  the  commerce,  the  credit  and 
the  resources  of  a  ki^igdoin.  The  close 
of  the  eighteenth  century  found  Great 
Britain  (no  matter  from  what  causes)  rich 
mnd  powerful  beyond  former  times ;  car- 
ryinff  on  a  trade,  both  at  home  and  abr6ad, 
equsi  to  her  most  powerful  energies.  Sud- 
denly the  flame  of  war  bursts  forth  be- 
tween her  and  France.  All  the  maritime 
mnd  trading  states  of  Europe,  one  by  one 
•s  they  became  ingulphed  m  this  destruc- 
tive vortex,  lose  every  island,  every  ship, 
mnd  every  bale  of  goods.  Their  whole 
commerce  fell  under  the  guidance  of  Great 
Britain.  Her  fleets  swept  the  ocean,  and 
protected  her  merchant  vessels  to  the  re- 
motest corner  of  the  globe  : 
^  The  triods  «nd  waves  were  Britain*!  wide  dooiaiti, 
**  And  not  a  tail  but  by  permimon  spread." 
But  her  wealth,  vast  as  it  then  was*  and 
not  yet  drained  in  subsidizing  her  allies, 
was  not  equal  to  these  opportunities.  Her 
capital  was  already  in  action.  Her  credit, 
though  never  doubted,  had  been  but  par- 
tially tried.  How  then  yrere  these  oppor- 
tunities, so  valuable  in  a  commercial  point 
of  view,  to  be  improved  ?  Simply,  though 
certainly,  b}^  creating  a  new  capital.  And 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  furthering  his  own  extravagant 
Tiews,  did  at  the  same  time  a  most  essen- 
tial service  to  the  nation.  By  the  restric- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  England  he  taught  us, 
that  we  might  employ  that  part  of  our 
capital,  which  till  then  was  necessarily 
detained  at  home,  in  the  extension  of  our 
foreign  trade;  while  the  accommodation,  so 
liberally  afforded  by  the  Bank,  in  discounts 
to  our  merchants,  together  with  the  relief, 
turising  from  the  bonding  system,  then 
introduced  by  the  government,doubled  our 
onterprises. 

It  is  npt  my  intention,  as  it  is  foreiffn 
from  my  subject,  to  enquire  into  the  evils 
that  may  arise  from  any  mismaDagement 


of  our  rulers,  by  the  facility  thus  afibrded 
of  obtaining  supplies  from  the  Bank.    The 
consequence  necessarily  would  be  a  de- 
pression as  in  other  countries.     And   no 
Restriction  Bill,  nor  any  other  law,  how- 
ever rigorous,  could  keep  up  its  tottering 
credit :— -ruin    would    inevitably  follow. 
But  to  return  from*  this  digression.      No 
sooner  were  the  eflects  of  these  changes 
felt,  than  our  harbours  were  crowded  with 
ships,  from   all   quarters  of    the  world. 
Commerce  and  the  manufactories,  in  spite, 
of  the  war,  and  contrary  to  all  former 
experience,  flourished  beyond  conception. 
But  the  Decrees  of  Buonaparte  interrupted 
this  course  of  prosperity.  Then  came  the 
dreadful  trial !  Our   wnole  capital,   real 
and  borrowed,  had  been  bartered  for  fo- 
reign merchandize ;  and  our  manufactures, 
which    hitherto    had     found    their  way 
throughout  the  continent,  lay  heaped  up  io 
our   warehouses :  all  were  suddenly  Ith 
on  our  hands  !  Where  then  is  the  wonder, 
that  we  should  feel   distressed  ?  I  should 
rather  say  how  wonderful  that  we  with- 
stood the  shock  ! !    It  is  true,  our  manufac- 
turers   bitterly     compb'med  ;  our    West 
India  merchants  called  on  the  ministers 
for  support ;  and  our  East  India  Company 
felt  embarrassed  :  but  still  we  have  kepi 
on  our  course,  and  none  of  these  dismal 
forebodings,  so  often  and  so  loudly  beards 
have  yet  been  realized.     The  great  differ- 
ence of    excbaage,   arising    principally 
from  this  Source,  can  be  no  proof  of  the 
depression  of  our  currency.     The   sums 
advanced  to  Austria,  and  the  remittances 
for  Russian,  German,  and  French  produce, 
whilst,  from  theoperatioii  of  these I)ecrees» 
we  could  create  no  funds  there,  by  the 
introduction    of   our     comuKxiitits,    are 
causes  cjuite  sufficient  to  account  for  this. 
The  delicate  state  too  of  public  credit  in 
France,  and  the  total  ruin  of  it  in  most  of 
the  other  states  of  Europe,  at  the  sama 
time  that  it  forbids  the  renewal  of  a  paper 
currency,  must  necessarily  increase,  in  a 
most  astonishing  degree*  the  demand  for 
gold  and  silver  :  of  which  all  their  circu- 
lating medium  must  now  consist :  and  this 
demand  furnishes  a  most  powerful  argn- 
ment,  amountmg  even  to  positive  proo& 
that  their  paper  currency,  not  ours,  luia 
suffered  a  depression.    Else  why  are  sold 
and  silver  not  more  valuable  here  ?  Indeed 
so^eatand  so  solid  are  the  advantage^, 
arismg  from  our  paper,  that  whether  with 
notes  or  with  gmneas,  our  wants  are  sup- 
,  plied  with  the  same  facility.   To  talk  then 
of  the  depression  of  oar  conency^  whilst 
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this  fact  is  admitted,  is  iudeed  extravagant. 
Where,  tet  me  ask,  is  that  depression,  when 
it  really  does  take  place,  most  sensibly  felt? 
Be  informed  by  the  butchers  and  bakers 
of  France,  when  the  assignats  began  lo 
accumulate  on  their  hands,  how  differently 
they  treated  that  customer,  who  came  with 
a  petit-ecu,  from  him  who  presented  a  six- 
lirr^i-assigQat,  in  exchange  for  the  same 
article  ? To  conclude.  Sir  :  the  differ- 
ence of  exchange  is  a  perfectly  distinct 
question,  and  the  very  circumstance  of 
our  having  a  paper  currency  at  home, 
will  at  all  times,  give  u?  the  opportunity 
of  reducing  it  the  more  easily  :  because, 
in  all  cases,  difference  of  exchange  can 
only  be  affected  in  two  ways :  a  fund  must 
he  established,  either  by  merchandize,  or 
by  money.  If  by  money  :  then  may  we, 
withsafe^,  drain  ourselves  ;  which  if  we 
had  not  Bank  notes,  we  could  not  do  to 
the  same  extent,  and  the  difference  would 
become  still  greater.  If  by  merchandize  : 
tiien  have  I  my  proof  at  hand  ;  for  since 
the  communication  has  been  revived  with 
the  continent,  the  exchange  has  positively 
fallen.  And  let  this  communication  con- 
tioue  but  for  a  few  months,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded it  will  do  more  to  the  establishment 
of  this  point,  than  all  the'  reasoning,  how- 
ever specious,  and  however  well  directed, 
that  the  roost  able  advocate  on  either  side 
can  advance.    I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 
Ckeefndt,  Dec.  19,  1809.       '      J.  V. 


ENGLISH  CATHOUC  MEETING. 

London,  Feb,  1,  1810. 

At  a  numerous  and  most  respectable 
Meetlog  of  English  Roman  Catholic  No- 
blemen, Gentlemeui  and  Clergy,  held 
this  day,  at  the  Su  Alban's  Tavern,  the 
following  Resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted : — ^The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stourton, 
in  the  Chair; 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  England  are  subject  to  several  penal 
and  disabling  statutes,  which  have  the 
most  humiliating  and  depressing  operation 
upon  them,  and  by  which  they  are  redu- 
ced to  a  state  of  political  degradation,  high- 
ly injurious  to  their  country  and  to  them- 
felvea.— 2.  That  arrived,  as  the  United 
Kingdom  is,  at  the  crisis  of  its  fate,  una- 
nimity among  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's 
BQb^ects,  if  most  essential  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Empire,  and  that  nothing 
«ao  produce  that  anaoiiDityi  but  an  e^uad 


participation  in  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities,  of  the  British  Constitution. 
— 3.  That  the  Petition  signed  by  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  England,  for  the  repeal 
of  these  statutes,  be  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment.— 4^  That  Earl  Grey  be  requested  to 
present  the  same  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  that  the  Ri^ht  Hon.  William  Wind* 
ham  be  requested  to  present  the  same  to 
the  House  of  Commons. — 5.  That  the  Eng- 
lish Roman  Catholics,  in  soliciting  tho 
attention  of  Parliament  to  their  Petition; 
are  actuated,  not  more  by  a  sense  of  the 
hardships  and  disabilities  under  which  they 
labour,  than  by  a  desire  to  secure,  on  th« 
mt>st  solid  foundation,  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  the  British  Empire:  and  to  obtain 
for  themselves  opportunities  of  manifesting 
by  the  most  active  exertions,  their  zeal 
and  interest  in  the  common  cause  in  which 
their  country  is  engaged,  for  the  mainte* 
nance  of  its  fireedom  and  independence ; 
and,  that  they  are  firmly  persuaded,  that 
adequate  provision  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  civil  and  religious  establishments  of 
this  kingdom,  may  be  made,  consistently 
with  the  strictest  adherence  on  their  part, 
to  the  tenets  and  discipline  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Religion.  And  that  any  ar- 
rangement founded  on  this  basis  of  mutual 
satisfaction  and  security,  and  extending  to 
them  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  civil  con- 
stitution of  their  country,  will  meet  with 
their  grateful  concurrence.— 6.  That  the 
Thanks  of  the  English  Roman  Catholics  be 
give  to  our  Secretary,  Edward  Jemingham, 
Esq.  for  his  unabated  zeal,  persevering 
assiduity,  and  distinguished  prudence  in 
the  management  of  our  cause.— 7.  That 
the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Stourton,  for  hie 
conduct  in  the  Chair. 

SrouaTON,  Chairman, 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

HoLLAiTD Brabant.     Decree  dated 

Paris;  Palace  qfthe  TkuHlcrkt,  Jan.  20, 
1810. 

Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French,  King 
of  Italy,  Protector  of  the  Rhenish  League^ 
and  Mediator  of  the  Helvetic  Confedera* 
tion : — ^Desirous  to  provide  for  the  security 
of  the  northern  firontiert  of  oar  empire* 
and  to  place  out  of  danger  our  dock-yards 
and  arsenal  at  Antwerp,  we  have  decreed 
as  follows  :<— Art.  1.  An  army  shall  b« 
formed,  to  be  called  the  Army  of  Brabant. 
-*2.  All  the  €a«atry  situate  between  tU 
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Maese,  the  Scheldt,  and  the  Ocean,  shall 
compose  the  territory  of  the  said  army.— 
3.  All  the  French  and  allied  troops,  whe- 
ther naral  or  military,  withm  that  com- 
pass, shall  form  a  part  of  the  Army  of 
Brabant. —  4.  The  fortresses  situate  be- 
tween the  Maese  and  the  Scheldt  shall  be 
placed  in  a  state  of  siege.— -5.  The  Mili- 
tary Commanders  apd  French  Authorities 
in  Holland,  are  required  to  conform  to  the 
present  orders.«— 6.  The  Minister  of  War 
IS  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  pre- 
sent Decree.        (Signed)         Napoleon. 

Proclamation.  —  [Army  of  Brabant.] — 
Inhabitants  of  Brabant,  of  the  islands  of 
Zealand,  and  of  the  islands  situate  between 
the  Maese  and  the  Scheldt.— His  Majesty^ 
the  Emperor  Napoleon,  having  ordered 
me  to  take  military  possession  of  the 
country  situate  between  the  Maese  and 
the  Scheldt,  I  have  ordered  some  steady 
and  disciplined  troops  to  march  thither, 
who  are  instructed  to  respect  your  cus- 
toms and  manners.  I  hope  in  return  they 
will  meet  with  a  reception  worthy  of  their 
good  conduct,  for  which  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion to  pledge  myself.         (Signed) 

The  Marshal  Duke  oe  Kecgio. 

Breda,  Jan.  28,  1810. 


Notes  qf  the  French  Official  Papfr,  the 
MoNiTEUR,  on  the  King  of  England's 
Speech  at  the  opening  qf  the  Parliament, 

(Speech.)^-**  His  Majesty  commands  us 
"  to  express  to  you  his  deep  regret,  that 
*'  the  exertions  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
^'  against  the  ambition  and  violence  of 
'  France,  have  proved  unavailing." 

(Monitcwr.) — ^What  grouness  of  style  ! 
If  Austria  had  been  victorious,  and  her 
armies  had  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine,  we  should  have  heard  England 
boast  of  having  restored  the  Austrian  mo- 
narchy, and  re-established  its,  power. 
England  alone  would  have  done  every 
-thing.  But  the  enterprize  of  Austria  had 
only  calamitous  results,  and  the  British 
Cabinet  now  disavows  it.  It  follows  the 
constant  practice  of  England  ;  and  soon 
we  shall  be  required  to  believe,  that  Eng- 
lish frigates  did  not  come  to  Trieste  to 
bring  Subsidies  from  England  ;  that  the 
Calmiet  of  LondoH  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  projects  of  the  Court  of  Vienna ;  that 
while  it  sent  aa  army  into  Spain  to  main^ 
taiA  the  war  in  the  peninsula,  while  it  ez« 
cited  the  Porte  against  France,  and  Swt- 
6mk  agMiist  the  North,  it  bad  no  thought 
•fAwlria.    Conans^toii  be4hu»tfaaiiie» 


lessly  mocked  ?  To  know  the  true  opinion 
of  the  English  ministry,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  read  the  Treasury  Journalsi  and 
the  numerous  articles  in  which  they  ex- 
press with  exultation  the  hopes  tlu^y  bdd 
conceived,  when  Austria  pubHshed  jier 
Declaration. 

(Speech,) — "  An  attack  upon  the  naval 
"  arm^lnent  and  establishments  in  the 
"  Scheldt,  afforded  at  once  the  prospect  of 
"  destroying  a  growing  force,  which  was 
''daily  becoming  more  formidable  tolhe 
*'  security  of  this  country." 

(Monitcwr,) — It  was  not  then  to  suc- 
cour Austria  that  you  undertook  this  ex- 
pedition ? 

(Speech,) — *'  These  considerations  de- 
*'  termined  his  Majesty  to  employ  his 
"  forces  in  an  Expedition  to  the  Scheldt," 

(Moniteur,) — Excellent  logic  I  if  you 
had  wished  to  excite  revolt  in  the  north 
of  Germany,  you  should  have  landed  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Elbe,  and  nol  in  the  Isle 
ofWalcheren.  But  there  were  no  ships 
and  arsenals  to  burn  at  Hamburgh.  Year 
Expeditions  are  only  incendiary  Expedi- 
tions.— What  success  could  you  expect  ?  U 
did  not  require  much  penetration  to  leel, 
that,  at  the  moment  when  you  attacked 
the  sacred  territory,  millions  of  arms, 
which  could  not  be  employed  to  fight  m 
Germany,  were  always  ready  to  be  raised 
in  defence  of  their  homes,  and  would  riva\ 
each  other  in  courage  and  enthusiasm  m 
their  defence.  To  attack  France  was  not 
to  prevent  the  Emperor  from  disponing  of 
his  troops  to  conquer  Germany,  it  was  to 
give  him  a  new  army  of  men,  whom,  once 
enrolled,  he  might  retain  under  his  stand- 
ards as  long  as  heshoald  judge  proper. 
The  British  Cabinet  knows  little  of  France 
and  as  little  of  the  Emperor;  it  has  not 
yet  been  able  to  appreciate  actual  circom- 
stances.  If  the  Emperor  had  been  siked 
what  England  ought  to  do  to  promote  htf 
interests,  he  woufd,  no  doubt,  hafc  ad- 
vised her  to  atuck  the  territoiy  of 
France,  certain  that  the  result  of  this  ex^ 
pedition  would  be  to  give  him  an  antty 
completely  equipped,  which,  afkcr  baying 
driven  the  English  uito  the  sea,  n«g» 
march  to  the  Weser,  to  the  lUiinS/  or^ 
the  Danube.  If  the  war  with  Austria  W 
continued,  ttie  100,0«0  national  ge«r®» 
collected  in  Belgium^  after  having  repaW 
the  English,  would  have  uken  tbc'difW- 
lion  upon  the  8th  corps,  and  have  j<«i^ 
the  anny  destined  to  act  against  Boham» 
Nothing  could  hvre  been  moi-e  ^^J^^ 
toproitbytheir  ittt^niiipn     AprQofOt 
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this  is,  that  mady  of  the  national  guards 
having  once  left  their  homes,  and  returned 
to  the  military  life,  have  not  been  willing 
to  quit  it,  till  they  had  tempted  more 
glorioas  hazards,  and  have  entered  into 
several  new  re^ments,  called  **  re^imenu 
•*  of  National  Guards  of  the  Guard,  regi- 
nents  which  will  only  be  composed  of 
men  taken  from  the  national  guards,  and 
who  will  march  to  Spain.  The  men  who 
conduct  the  English  Cabinet  must  certainly 
be  very  ignorant,  since  they  do  not  know 
the  diference  between  the  spirit  of  the 
French  Monarchy,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
French  Empire,  between  ttie  Roynl  Court, 
ami  the  Imperial  Court.  The  times  are 
changed :  the  whole  worid  knows  it ;  the 
English  alone  remain  in  blindness.  But 
what  is  most  particular  is,  that  this  attack, 
by  creating  to  France  new  military  forces, 
has  procured  her  new  resources  of  finance. 
The  centimes  de  guerre,  which  had  been 
suppressed  several  years  since,  have  been 
re-established  voluntarily/  and  by  a  simple 
patriotic  decision  of  the  general  councils 
of  tiie  greater  psirt  of  the  departments 
threatened  ;  and  have  sufiiced  for  the  ex-^ 
pences  of  this  army,  raised,  as  it  were,  by 
enchnntraent,  so  that  nothinsf  will  be 
added  to  the  expenditure  of  the  budget. 
The  French  have  reasoned  thus :  'llie 
Emperor  suppressed  the  centimes  de  guerre, 
when  the  motives  which  caused  them  to 
be  imposed  no  longer  existed  ;  the  enemy 
now  approaches  our  frontiers,  it  is  there- 
fore just  to  pay  them  as  before.  These 
I  resources,  given  by  patriotism,  and  the 
I  good  sense  of  the  departments  of  the 
North,  will  be  definitively  authorised  by 
the  law  relative  to  the  finances  of  the  year. 
You  wished  to  prevent  France  from 
sending  her  troops  to  the  Danube,  but 
you  know  not  the  resources  ef  the  empire. 
Know,  that  to  cause  all  your  Expeditions 
to  fail,  the  Emperor  need  not  employ  a 
tingle  man  of  his  troops  of  the  line.  The 
\6/)'00  men  of  gendarmerie,  which  form 
the  finest  cavalry  in  Europe,  and  a  ca- 
valry five  times  more  numerous  than  any 
you  can  bring  by  sea ;  the  departmental 
companies,  and  the  national  guards,  are 
iorct%  more  than  sufficient  to  frustrate  all 
the  operations  you  can  undertake  against 
the  French  territory. 

(Speech^)-^'*  His  majesty  confidently 
**  hopes  that  advantages  materially  afiect- 
"  in j  the  safety  of  his  Majesty^s  domi- 
*'  nions,  in  the  fortlMr  pirosecution  of  the 
^war,  will  be  found  to  result  from  the 
^dcnolilionof  thrdodu  and  an«)aliof 


"  Flushing.  This  important  object  hit 
"majesty  was  enabled  to  accomplish  in 
"  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the 
"  Island  of  Walcheren,  by  the  valour  of 
"  his  fleets  and  armies." 

(Moniteur.) — The  mischief  done  by  tlie 
English,  in  the  island  of  Walcheren,  is 
estimated  at  2,000,000  francs;  but  they 
have  repaired  the  fortifications  of  Flush- 
ing, on  the  land -side,  and  left  them  in  the 
best  condition.  The  expence  thereby 
incurred,  is  estimated,  by  our  engineers, 
at  000,000  francs.  They  have  left  behind 
bates,  bombs,  and  pieces  of  ordnance,  and 
suffered  a  great  number  of  their  ships  to 
be  taken  ;  several  of  them  were  laden 
with  clothes;  15,000  coats  were  found 
on  board  of  one  of  the  said  ships.  On 
Calculating  the  value  of  these  different 
articles,  and  taking  every  thing  into  ac- 
count, it  will  be  found  that  our  losses  are 
nearly  balanced  by  our  gains ;  at  least 
the  former  do  not  exceed  the  latter  by 
300,000  francs.  The  mines  made  to  blow 
up  the  sluice  of  the  large  basin  of  Flush- 
ing, were  constructed  with  such  a  degree 
of  ignorance,  or  precipitance,  that  they 
did  not  efi'ect  their  purpose ;  they  have 
not  damaged  the  ground-beams,  which 
makes  a  difierence  of  a  million.  Had 
they  injured  the  ground-beams, two  years'' 
labour,  and  an  expense  of  two  millions* 
would  have  been  required,  to  render  il 
possible  for  ships  to  enter  the  basin;  while 
now,  300,000  francs^  and  six  months'  time, 
will  be  sufficient  to  put  the  sluice  in  a 
serviceable  condition.  On  hearing  this 
speech,  should  we  not  be  induced  to  think, 
that  the  arsenals  and  dockyards  of  Flushing 
are  the  arsenals  and  dockyards  of  Brest  r 
The  dockyards,  the  arsenals,  and  part  of 
the  Scheldt,  are  at  Antwerp,  and  not  in 
Flushing.  But  one  6^gun  ship,  and  one 
frigate,  were  on  the  stocks  in  Flushing. 
The  English  have  taken  these  ships  UK 
pieces,  but  left  us  the  timber.  The  ezpe« 
dition  of  the  English  has  produced  ene 
favourable  result;  it  has  removed  all 
manner  of  doubt  on  the  possibility  of  ships 
of  the  line,  completely  armed,  sailiBf  up 
the  Scheldt.  We  have  now  such  an  ace«« 
Vate  knowledge  of  that  river,  that  our 
squad F^  has  arrived  at  Antwerp,  com* 
pletely  armed,  and  has  come  there  to 
moorings,  per^ctly  safe.  The  basin  ef 
Antwerp  will  be  finished  in  the  course  ef 
this  year,  and  30  sail  of  the  .line  e«n  be 
afloat  there,  perfectly  sheltered  from  the 
ice.  Our  ships  will,  in  fbture,  set  sail  frons 
Antwerp^  comfpletelyi  aimed*  and  haviaf 
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their  proviiiions^  Tratcr,  and  artillery,  on 
board. 

The  English  Ministers  insult  both  the 
Parliament  and  Europe,  by  endeaTouring 
to  make  them  believe,  that,  in  a  war  of  this 
nature,  a  mischief  done  to  a  basin,  not 
exceeding  200,000  francs,  can  be  of  any 
weight  in  the  scale.  (The  rest  of  the 
mischief  done  at  Flushing,  consists  in  the 
destruction  of  the  magazines,  and  is  esti- 
mated at  1,300,000  francs  ;  but  these  ma- 
gazines were  useless,  and  are  not  to  be 
rebuilt)  God  grant  that  England  may, 
at  all  times,  pay  as  dear  for  the  advantages 
which  the  may  obtain,  as  she  has  don^ 
in  Walcheren.  At  the  same  price  we 
'ofier  to  her  similar  advantages  every 
month,  and  feel  convinced  that  she  will  be 
rained,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Besides, 
we  attach  so  little  importance  to  Flushing, 
it  is  so  little  necessary  for  us,  that  were  it 
not  with  a  view  of  preventing  England 
from  glorying  in  mischi«»f,  which  she  has 
done  on  tne  Continent,  we  would  not  ex- 
pend the  500,000  francs,  which  are  re- 
quired to  repair  the  sluice  of  the  basin. 
Besides,  we  entertained  already  the  in* 
tention  of  suppressing  the  dock-yard  in 
Tlushing,  on  account  of  the  high  price  of 
labour,  and  the  prevailing  diseases;  the 
ship  which  was  building  there,  bad  merely 
been  put  on  the  stocks  to  employ  the  tim- 
ber found  there.  We  have  at  Antwerp 
slips  for  eighteen  ships  of  war,  and  these 
eighteen  ships  are  actually  there  on  the 
«tocks  ;  what  occasion  can  we  then  pos- 
sibly have  to  scatter  our  dock-yards  ? 

(Speech) — '*  While  his  Majesty,  there- 
"  fore,  laments^  that  Sweden  should  have 
''  found  it  necessary  to  purchase  peace  by 
''considerable  sacrifices,  his  Majesty  can- 
''  not  complain  that  she  has  concluded  it 
**  without  his  Majesty's  participation.  It 
<'  is  his  Majesty's  earnest  wish,  that  no 
^  event  may  occur  to  occasion  the  inter- 
^'niption  of  those  relations  of  amity, 
*'  which  it  is  the  desire  of  his  Majesty, 
^  and  the  interest  of  both  countries,  to  pre- 
*»  serve." 

CMoniieur.) — ^The  senerosity  of  His  Bri- 
ttmnic  Majesty  is  truly  admirable..  When 
Sweden  has  lost  all  her  armies,  and  thi^ 
most  important  of  her  provinces,  the  only 
one  which  secured  her  independence, 
without  having  obtained  the  least  succours 
from  Eneland,  when  she  was  overwhelmed 
mnd  crushed,  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
appearance of  Gen.  Moore,  who,  after 
baving  remained  for  several  months  on 
hnsd  tbe  traaiporti  btfore  Gottepbnrgh, 


returned  shamefully  to  England  ;  when 
she  has  sacrificed  herself  for  the  cause  of 
Great  Britain,  without  the  latter  having 
fired  a  shot  in  her  defence ;  in  fine,  when 
England,  with  all  her  vessels,  has  not  been 
able  to  prevent  the  RoMiaps  from  taking- 
Aland,  the  enemy  threatening  to  enter 
Stockholm,  and  the  Swedes  being  compell- 
ed to  purchase  peace,  one  should  expect, 
that  England  would  declare,  in  the  face 
of  the  world,  from  a  noble  and  generous 
policy,  that  she  will  never  acknowledge 
the-  dismemberment  of  Finland,  and  that 
she  will  immediately  present  Sweden  with 
Martinico,  Cayenne  and  Malta,  and  with 
all  the  other  acquisitions,  which  she  may 
have  made  during  the  war,  to  inderonif^ 
Sweden  for  the  losses  which  she  has  sus- 
tained ;  for,  in  a  general  war,  the  two  com- 
bined states  make  common  cause^  and  the 
conquests  of  one  must  serve  to  repair  tbe 
losses  of  the  other.  But  a  policy  so  ex- 
alted clashes  too  much  with  the  narrow 
ideas  and  egotism  of  the  English  Cabinet 
His  Britannic  Majesty  firmly  adheres  to 
the  principles  which  mduced  him  to  for- 
sake the  Kin^  of  Sardinia  and  the  King  of 
Naples  ;  he  is  accustomed  to  reckon  on 
the  ruin  of  his  allies  the  moment  he  sigos 
the  treaty  of  alliance  with  (hem.  Eng- 
land declares  to  Sweden,  that  she  has  no 
objection  to  her  having  treated  without 
her  and  parted  with  her  provinces.  This 
passage  is  no  doubt  meant  for  an  irony. 
What  else  do  the  English  prove  by  it, 
than  that  they  forsake  the  unfortunate. 
But  has  this  not  already  been  proved  by 
the  Kings  of  Sardinia  and  Naples? 

Again,  you  say,  that  Sweden  has  made 
peace  with  your  knowledge;  it  is,  then, 
with  your  knowledge,  that  Sweden  has 
precipitated  from  the  throne  the  Monarch, 
who  has  brought  all  his  misfortunes  on 
himself  by  his  attachment  to  your  cause. 
The  people  and  the  army,  who  felt  indig- 
nant at  the  blind  devotion  with  whicH  he 
preferred  your  interests  to  those  of  his 
country,  and,  urged  into  action  by  the 
imminence  of  the  danger,^  hurled  him 
down  from  the  throne ;  and  they  neither 
stood  in  need  of  your  permission  nor  your 
consent,  to  save  the  remains  of  their  coun- 
try. You,  therefore,  add  deception  to 
irony.  Nor  can  this  passage  be  consider- 
ed with  any  degree  of  attention,  without 
horror  and  disgust.  Who  would  conceive 
that  it  is  a  king  who  thus  expresses  him* 
self?  To  whom  do  you  allude,  when  yoo 
speak  of  ;the  King  of  Sweden--Tthe  late  or 
the{icesent?  Bat  wai  iiot  the  latter  ntucd 
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to  the  throne  by  the  unanimoos  wish  of 
the  Nobles  and  the  people,  of  the  Court 
and  the  town,  as  it  were,  from  a  hatred  of 
Tonr  principles  and  of  your  alliance  ^ 
And  the  late  King,  on  the  contrary,  was 
he  not  yonr  most  ^ithful  friend  apd  your 
firm  ally  ?  Has  he  not  sacrificed  to  you  his 
crown,  his  policy,  the  blood  of  his  sob- 
jecis,  and  the  wealth  of  his  people?  Did 
he  not  support  you  in  your  infamous  ex- 
pedition against  Copenhagen,  and  did  he 
not  approve  all  your  piracies  in  the  Baltic  ? 
I>id  not  your  colours  sail  in  company,  and 
did  not  the  most  intimate  and  most  friendly 
felations  exist  between  his  Court  and  yotirs  ? 
And  yet,  when  this  Prince  was  driven 
/rom  his  throne  by  an  act  which  was  ne- 
4CMsary  but  violent,  which  was  useful  but 
illegal,  which  may  save  Sweden,  but  which 
has  been,  and  ever  will  be,  a  dishonour  to 
you  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe;  you  ac- 
knowledge the  new  King,  who  has  mounted 
the  throne  of  your  friend,  and  who,  for 
the  first  act  of  his  government,  has  con- 
cluded peace  with  France  and  Russia,  has 
adhered  to  the  continental  system,  has 
shut  his  ports  against  yon,  and  has  placed 
himself  in  a  state  of  war  with  you  1  You 
shew  at  least  a  great  deal  of  complaisance 
and  good  nature!  Unfortunate  Gustavus! 
if,  in  thy  banishment,  thou  readest  this 
speech,  what  will  not  be  thy  astonbhment 
and  thy  grief,  not  to  find  in  it  the  slightest 
expression  of  regret?  England,  to  whom 
thou  hast  sacrificed  thy  throne  and  thy 
&mily,  deigns  not  even  to  honour  thee 
with  regret :  thou  hast  been  abandoned,  de- 
nied firom  the  moment  when  thou  ceasedst 
to  reign.  They  disowYi  thee,  they  con- 
duct themsekes  towards  thee,  as  if  they 
had  never  known  thee;  they  would  al- 
most have  it  believed,  thou  hast  been 
their  enemy  1  And  it  is  they,  who,  by 
their  fatal  friendship,  hare  drawn  thee  to 
the  precipice,  that  treat  thee  thu.^!  History 
will  see  in  this  conduct,  the  true  character 
of  English  policy;  a  policy  destitute  of 
fieeliag,  which  has  no  other  spring  than 
geld ;  and  do  we  not  know,  that  the  thirst 
of  gold  banishes  every  generous  sentiment 
firom  the  human  heart  ?  We  find  in  this 
paragraph,  we  are  bold  to 'say,  a  proof, 
that  the  King  of  England  no  longer  exists 
as  King.  A  King,  who  would  preserve 
the  august  character  of  royalty,  and,  above 
all,  a  King,  who  fills  the  throne  stained  with 
the  blood  of  Charles  1,  would  have  avoid- 
ed s|)eaking  on  such  a  subject.  If  circum- 
stances prevented  him  from  openly  cen- 
tiniig  a  revolution  which  had  dethroned 


a  King  his  ally,  his  duty  to  himself  at  least 
required  that  he  should  avert  his  eyes  from 
it,  and  in  case  policy  had  led  him-to  ratify 
so  authentically  that  extraordinary  event, 
his  tears  should  have  procured  pardon  fur 
the  calculations  dictated  by  policy  ! 

(Speech)'^'*  The  expulsion  of  the  French 
"  from  Portugal,  by  His  Majesty's  forces 
'*  ouder  Lieutenant  General  Lord  Viscount 
"  Wellington,  and  the  glorious  victory 
"  obtained  by  him  at  Talavera,  contributed 
"  to  check  the  progress  of  the  French  arms 
"  in  the  Peninsula,  during  the  late  cam-> 
"  paign." 

(Monitcur.) — This  is  excellent!  It  was 
not  the  war  declared  by  Austria  which 
retarded  the  conquest  of  Portugal ;  it  was 
the  battle  of  Talavera  which  arrested  tl^e 
progress  of  the  French  army;  w*herea* 
our  troops  were  long  stationary,  and  the 
result  of  this  battle  was  to  lead  them  seve* 
ral  marches  forwarder  than  the  position 
which  they  had  orders  to  occupy. 

(Speech) — "  His  Majesty  relies  on  thtf 
"  aid  of  his  Parliament,  in  his  anxious  en- 
'*  deavours  to  frustrate  the  attempts  of 
"  France  against  the  independence  of 
"  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  against  th» . 
'^  happiness  and  freedom  of  those  loyal 
"  and  resolute  nations.*' 

(Moniteitr.J-^'TheTe  is  in  this  para-, 
graph  much  bad  faith.  At  the  very 
moment  when  the  King  spoke  thus  from 
his  throne,  his  troops  were  abandoning 
Badajoz,  and  the  left  bank  of  the  T»gus,  to 
throw  themselves  on  Lisbon,  leaving  un-» 
covered  the  Sierra  Morena,  and  all  Anda« 
lusia.  If  you  had  wished  not  to  have  t^ 
regret  Uiat  Sweden  should  find  it  necessary 
to  purchase  peace  by  .considerable  sacri- 
fices, you  should  have  landed  40,000  men 
in  Finland.  If  you  had  wished  to  succour 
Austria,  you  should  have  sent  40,000  men 
to  Trieste  or  to  Hamburgh.  And  if,  when 
you  knew  that  the  battle  of  Ratisbon  had 
fixed  the  fate  of  Austria,  you  had  wished 
to  succour  the  -Spaniards,  your  army  at 
Walcheren  should  have  been  on  the^elc| 
of  battle  at  Talavera.  But  the  facW  of 
the  success  ^d  glory  of  France  excites  in 
your  hearts  a  rage  so  violent;  a  shock  so 
tumultuous  of  all  the  feelings  of  hatred 
and  fury,  that  they  rise,  as  it  were,  in 
clouds  of  smoke,  which  obscure  your  sight. 
You  no  longer  think  of  what  may  1>e  use* 
ful  to  you,  but  only  of  what  may  satisfy 
your  rage.  You  must  have  murders  and 
conflagrations.  Thus  it  was  that  when,  at 
Tilsit,  peace  came  for  the  consolation  of 
Europe,  and  caused  tranquillity  to  succeed 
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to  carnage,  you  shuddered  a^  beholding 
the  prosperity  of  the  Continent^  like  the 
deTils  in  Milton,  on  beholding  the  happi- 
ness of  the  iirst  pair:  and,  to  dissipate 
your  iombre  spleen,  you  have  procured 
yourself  the  horrid  spectacle  of  the  burn- 
ing of  Copenhagen.  You  have  just  seen 
two  great  nations  concur  to  terminate  the 
war,  and  presently,  to  console  yourself  for 
the  cessation  of  these  calamities,  you  recur 
to  new  scenes  of  destruction  and  of  massa- 
cre !  Since  such  is  your  instinct,  follow  it ; 
but  spare  your  irony  to  the  wretches  whom 
you  ruin.  Now  that  the  two  Castiles,  La 
Mancha,  Arragon,  Navarre,  Biscay,  the 
kingdom  of  Leon,  the  province  of  Sala- 
manca, Catalonia,  three-fourths  of  Valen- 
cia, &c.  are  in  our  power,  you  would 
collect  the  Cortes.  You  talk  of  political 
assemblies  to  men  who  have  no  other 
spring  of  action,  no  other  energy,  than 
fanaticism  and  superstition.  Where  are 
these  Cortes  to  meet,  unless  on  board  your 
fleets?  But  you  believe  not  a  word  of 
what  you  tell  us,  and  London  believes  it 
still  less.  There  arc  too  many  English  in 
Spain  for  you  to  deceive  your  nation  on 
the  true  state  of  a^Tairs  in  that  country. 
Your  object  is  solely  to  excite  the  Spani- 
ards to  combat  the  French,  while  you  are 
flying  to  your  ships.  Continental  wars 
secure  you  the  empire  of  the  seas.  You 
behold  the  French  and  the  Spaniards  de- 
stroying each  other.  "  They  are  ene- 
mies," you  say,  "  that  are  fighting:  Shall 
we  be  so  senseless  not  to  irritate  their 
quarrels,  or  not  to  furnish  them  with  ieirms  ? 
Do  not  the  Spaniards  pay  for  our  fatal 
presents  in  a  manner  most  valuable  to  us  > 
They  pay  for  them  with  their  own  blood.'* 
This  passage  completes  the  developement 
of  your  conduct,  and  furnishes  every  think- 
ing man  with  a  new  subject  of  malediction 
against  you. 

We  remark  in  the  same  paragraph  ano- 
ther prostitution  of  the  sovereign  power. 
— It  speaks  of  Ferdinand  VII.  as  if  the 
King  Charles  IV.  did  no  longer  exist,  or  as 
if  the  son  could  be  possessed  of  any  right, 
during  the  father's  life.  What  would 
George  III.  say,  were  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
with  this  speech  in  his  hand,  to  ascend  the 
Throne ;  and  if,  at  the  head  of  the  guards 
at  Windsor,  and  of  the  people  of  London, 
he  confined  his  blind  and  aged  father  in 
the  Tower?  We  cannot  deny  that  Europe 
would  be  authorized  to  say,  in  such  a  case, 
'*  You  have  well  deserved  this." — What 
doctrine  for  a  King  who  has  a  son  40  years 
•Id !  What  error !  What  immorality !  « 


Thus,  because  the'  coasecpience  of  a 
revolution  of  valets  and  of  guards  has  beea, 
that  a  king,  spotless  on  the  throne,  has 
been  precipitated  from  it  by  his  son,  you 
acknowledge  Ferdinand  VII !  This  word 
alone,  sufficiently  explains  your  intrigues 
in  the  atTairs  of  Spain.  You  acknowledge 
Ferdinand,  because  you  have  seduced  those 
around  him,  and  that  you  have  made  use 
of  the  Duke  Del'  Infantado  to  drag  him 
into  plots  against  his  father  and  his  mother, 
under  the  pretext  of  attacking  the  Prince 
of  Peace.  The  plan  settled  by  your  par- 
tizans  was,  that  immediately  King  Charles 
was  dethroned,  the  places  should  have  been 
provided  with  ammunition,  and  strength- 
ened ;  troops  marched  towards  the  Py- 
renees have  changed  afterwards  the  system, 
and  concluded  the  peace  with  England. 
You  knew  sufficiently  the  character  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  to  be  convinced 
that  he  would  not  agree,  and  that  France 
would  attack  Spain ;  and  you  thought  that 
the  latter  would  be  compelled  to  throw 
herself  into  your  arms,  and  become  yoor 
shve !  Behold  the  knot  and  the  secret  of 
the  affairs  of  Spain !— Your  partizans  have 
openly  display.ed  their  plots.  Your  dread- 
ful intrigues  had  succeeded  in  arming  the 
son  against  the  father.  King  Charles,  per- 
ceiving his  life  threatened,  called  for  the 
support  of  his  ally,  and  the  assistance  of 
his  army  ;  and  he  is  come  with  the  Queen, 
to  seek,  in  the  bosom  of  the  French  army, 
a  shelter  from  the  fury  of  the  mob. 

Were  it  possible  even  to  think  that  a  son 
was  capable  of  possessing  any  right  to  the 
throne  during  the  life  of  his  father,  has  not 
Ferdinand  renounced  all  his  rights?  And 
has  not  his  renunciation  been  unconstrained 
and  voluntary  ?  This  Speech  will  ever  re- 
main famous,  as  a  monument  of  inconsist- 
ency, and  of  that  corruption  of  political 
morals  which  foretels  the  dissolution  of 
governments,  and  the  downfall  of  thrones. 

The  King  of  Sweden,  the  most  faithfol 
ally  of  England,  is  overthrown—instead  of 
supporting  him,  of  extending  to  Lim  the 
hand  of  assistance,  or,  at  least,  of  averting 
the  eye  from  so  afflicting  a  spectacle,  they 
acknowledge  and  they  approve.  In  this 
speech,  every  thing  that  has  taken  place 
in  Sweden.  They  afterwards  acknow- 
ledge, during  thn  father's  life,  the  rights  of 
the  son,  who  has  never  yet  reigned. 

One  of  the  principal  traits  in  the  Eng- 
lish character  is  this  facility  of  playing 
with  that,  than  which  nothing  more  sacred 
exists !  Gu-tavos  IV.  is  dethrone^i^  and  im- 
mediately  he  is  denied  and  disowi^d: 
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Yoa  8ay  with  Peter—*'  I  know  not  the 
man  whom  ye  speak  of/'  Charles  IV.  is 
deposed,  and  you  acknowledged  a  right  in 
the  mob  to  settle  the  throne.  In  a  word, 
you  call  a  legitimate  government,  and 
treat  as  such,  a  factious  set,  who  style 
themselves  Junta,  and  who  speak  in 'the 
name  of  Ferdinand  the  VII.  who  disowns 
them,  and  who  abhors  wretches,  whose 
oaly  wish  is  to  ruin  their  country  for  the 
^vantage  of  England,  whilstrthe  authority 
of  the  name  of  Ferdinand  was  used  only 
by  vagabonds. 

We  have  disdained  to  be  explicit;  but 
nnce  this  name  is  uttered  from  the  summit 
of  the  Thfone  of  Engliand,  it  will  perhaps 
be  not  deemed  unreasonable  to  place  he- 
fere  the  public,  all  the  documents  con- 
cerning this  cause. 

When  the  partizans  of  England  had  ex- 
cited the  commotions  at  Aranjuez,  when 
Kin^  Charles,  with  a  pistpl  at  nis  breast, 
had  been  compelled  to  abandon  his  throne 
in  fevour  of  his  son,  the  King  and  the 
Queen  applied  to  the  General,  who  com- 
manded the  French  army,  placed  them- 
selves under  his  protection,  and  demanded 
the  assistance  of  his  ally. — [Here  the  Mo- 
niteur  has  the  follovving  note:— • 

"  In  the  justificatory  pieces  printed  at 
"  the  end  of  these  observations,  will  be 
«« found,  the  letter  in  which  the  King  of 
"Spain  announced,  the  18th  of  March 
"  1803,  to  the  emperor,  that  he  had  ac- 
"  cepted  the  resignation  of  the  Prince  of 
"  Peace.  On  the  20th,  he  wrote  to  the 
"  Emperor,  that  he  had  abdicated  in  fa- 
"  vour  x>f  his  son,  and  the  Emperor  disco- 
"veredbythis  letter,  (so  different  from 
"  the  preceding,)  that  the  King  had  not 
•»  acted  voluntarily.  These  two  letters 
"will  be  found  at  No. ),  and  2;  and,  at  No. 
*'  3,  will  be  evidently  seen,  that  King 
"  Charles  availed  himself  of  the  first  op- 
"  portunity  to  protest  against  his  abdica- 
"tioh.  The  letters  of  the  King,  the 
'^Queen,  and  theancientClueenof  Etruria, 
''at  the  following  numbers,  prove  how 
**  much  the  King  was  terrified  at  the  vio- 
*<  lence  of  the  seditious,  and  manifest  the 
"resentment  he  entertained  asainst  his 
*son.'*3 

Ferdinand  entered  Madrid.  The  Em- 
peror, in  order  to  be  nearer  to  the  theatre 
of  these  great  events,  came  to  Bayonne. 

(Mcnitewr — Note.) — "  The  Emperor  re- 
"  ceJved,  on  the  road,  the  letter  of  Prince 
•'  Ferdinand,  printed  afterwards  at  No. 
*'  — ,  and  which  was  forwarded  to  him  at 
"  Tours,  by  the  Chamberlain,  Ferdinand 
"  Nunez."] 


The  Kin^  asked  to  come  and  meet  him 
there,  and. thither  did  his  son  repair  also; 
they  both  proposed  to  take  the  Emberor 
for  their  judge  and  arbitrator  ;  al|  the 
world  knows  well  that  King  Charles  and 
Ferdinand  came  to  Bayonne  spontaneous- 
ly,  and  that  no  power  of  the  Emperor 
could  have  caused  them  to  have  com^ 
otherwise. — Ferdinand  was  still  at  Vit- 
toria,  and  in  the  centre^  of  his  partisans, 
and  of  his  troops,  when  the  Emperor 
wrote,  to  invite  him,  the  letter  annexed. 

No.    .    The    Emperor    proposed  to 

King  Charles,  to  re-establish  him  on  his 
throne  ;  but  the  King,  overwhelmed  with 
infirmities,  his  mind  alarmed  at  the  dan- 
gers which  he  had  just  experienced,  and 
viewing  with  horror  the  conduct  of  his 
son,  and  the  excesses  committed  by  an 
ungovernable  populace,  preferred  to  enjoy 
peaceable  days  in  retirement,  and  ceded 
all  his  rights  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon. 
All  those  who  were  then  at  Bayonne,  and 
who  have  been  witness  to  the  august  anger 
of  the  aged  King,  every  time  that  his  son 
has  presented  himself  before  him, 'will 
carry  to  posterity  the  impression  which  it 
has  made  to  their  minds ;  the  arbitratory 
sentence  could  not  have  been  mistaken  ; 
it  was  a  subject  on  which  any  one  was  ca- 
pable of  deciding.  A  son  armed  against 
his  father  !  It  was  the  cause  of  all  iSngs: 
a  son,  surrounded  by  the  partisans  of  Eng- 
land, and  wresting  the  Crown  from  his 
father,  because  he  had  been  the  faithful 
ally  of  France.  It  was,  besides,  the  cause 
of  France  !  The  Emperor  informed  the 
Prince  of  Austurias,  that  he  was  po  longer 
to  reign  over  Spain  ;  that  the  King  had 
ceded  to  him  his  rights  ;  and  that  he  wish- 
ed to  exercise  his  own  rights  ;  neverthe- 
less, a  proposal  was  made  to  him  to  return 
to  Spain,  and  promised  a  safe  convoy, 
when  the  Emperor  declared,  that  he  would 
wage  war  against  him,  with  all  the  forces 
of  France,  to  deliver  Spain  from  the  influ- 
ence of  the  English. 

(Note.) — "  A  letter  from  Prince  Ferdi* 
"  nand,  written  during  his  stay  at  Bay- 
','  onne,  (and  printed  below)  evinces  what 
"  would  his  disposition  have  been  towards 
*'  France,  had  he  ascended  the  Spanish 
"  throne."] 

Ferdinand,  in  whom  the  reproaches  of 
his  father  had  caused  remorse,  who  was 
dismayed  at  what  he  had  seen  in, Spain, 
and  who  felt  that  nature  had  formed  him 
to  sit  upor»  a  tranquil  throne,  not  to  mahi- 
taii>  his  power  in  the  midst  of  dreadful 
storms,  would  not  re-enter  Spain  ftithout 


Digitized  by 


Google 


315] 


POLITICAL  REGISTEK.— (MKcia/  Papert. 


[320 


a  promise  from  France  that  the  French 
armies  should  b^  withdrawn,  or  placed 
under  his  orders.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Emperor,  to  make  war  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  rights  of  his  crown,  and 
those  which  had  been  ceded  to  him  by 
Charles  IV.  and  to  destroy  the  projects  of 
the  partisans  of  England.  Ferdinand  pre- 
^  terrcd  securing^  to  himself  a  peaceful  life  ; 
he  adhered  to  bis  father's  step,  and  re- 
nounced all  his  rights  to  the  throne.  The 
Jetters  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  annexed  here- 
to, prove  all  these  assertions,  and  it  were 
vain  to  search  for  a  single  letter  of  his  con- 
taining an  assertion  to  the  contrary. 

[Note, — "His  letters  to  the  Emperor, 
"  since  he  has  resided  at  Valency,  are  also 
•'  added. — Such  letters  require  no  com- 
*'  ment."] 

We  know,  further,  that  the  Emperor 
made  known  to  the  Ambassador^t  of  seve- 
ral Powers  of  Europe,  that  if  Ferdinand 
wished  to  return  to  Spain,  he  was  free  to 
do  so  ;  an'3  that  he  should  be  escorted  by 
French  troops  to  whatever  part  he  should 
choose :  but  that  France  would  immedi- 
fctely  make  war  upon  him,  and  would 
never  suffer  him  to  reign.  But  Ferdinand 
despises  the  brigands  who  use  his  name  to 
desolate  Spain  ;  and  it  might  even  be 
iproved,  by  letters  from  Saragossa  and 
Seville,  which  the  seditions  endeavoured 
to  convey  to  Ferdinand,  but  which  were 
Intercepted,  that  he  has  never  had  any 
correspondence  with  Spain,  and  has  nei- 
ther authorised  nor  approved  any  of  the 
pretended  goveri^ments  there,  which  abuse 
bis  name  ! 

King  Charles  has  ceded  to  the  Emperor 
M  his  rishts  to  the  throne  ;  the  Spanish 
Princes  have  also  .ceded  to  him  theirs. 

iSee  the  treaties  printed  herewith).  King 
oseph  then  is  alone  the  King  of  Spain. 
All  the  efl^>rts  which  the  English  have 
hitherto  made  to  prevent  his  power  from 
being  recognized  by  all  Spain,  have  prov- 
ed abortive,  and  impotent.  All  we  desire 
is  that,  a^  the  speech  from  the  throne 
says,  England  may  continue  a  contest 
with  France  single-handed,  and  that  she 
may  seriously  engage  her  men  and  money 
on  the  Continent,  ^ut  we  are  convinced, 
these  protestations  are  merely  a  snare  for 
the  unfortunate  Spaniards,  and  that  the 
English  have  determined  to  abandon  them. 


To  fight,  they  mutt  have  easy  successes 
and  an  immediate  object. 

C5/)ccc/i.J— "  His  Alajesty  has  received 
"  the  strongest  assurances  from  the  Ame- 
''  rican  Minister  resident  at  ibis  Court  that 
"  the  United  States  are  desirous  of  maio- 
*'  taining  friendly  relations  between  the 
"  two  countries.  This  desire  vvill  he  met 
''  by  a  corresponding  disposiiion  on  the 
"  part  of  His  Majesty." 

(MofuteunJ-r-^^  scarcely  know  whicB 
to  admire  most,  the  pnsillaniaiity  of  £ag» 
land  towards  Sweden,  her  irony  towards 
Spain,  or  her  conduct  towards  the  United 
States.  Tl)e  latter  have  jmt  rejected  your 
Jackson— Jackion,  Who  ever  bears  written 
in  his  face  the  name  of  Copenhagen,  sad 
who  is  so  stigmatized,  that  every  relttioa 
with  him  can  only  produce  disbonoor! 
They  have  laid  an  embargo  on  your  ves- 
sels; they  have  been  deaf  to  your  in- 
trigues, and  you  are  become  humble,  pliaot 
and  mild !  \  ou  consider  yourselves  happy 
that  the  United  States  have  not  deler- 
miued  to  make  war  upon  you.  Whence 
this  language?  men  ask  one  another  with 
astonishment.  It  shews  a  pasillaniinity 
highly  worthy  of  the  rest  of  the  speech. 
There  is  nothing  to  gain  by  war  with 
America,  and  with  you  every  thing  is 
done  for  gold.  IVIen  only  fight  for  gain, 
and  it  is  only  for  gold  you  shed  your  blood. 
Thinking  men  see,  on  the  banners  of  year 
troops,  in  lieu  of  the  leopards  of  your  ar« 
mories>  those  symbols  of  nobility  and  of 
chivalry,  bales  of  sugar,  of  tea,  and  of 
coflee.  It  is  for  these  you  fighu  Your 
commerce  would  reap  no  profit  from  wtr 
\vith  the  United  States,  aiid  from  that 
moment  you  are  deaf  to  every  insult. 

CSpteck) — "  lie  conunands  us  to  ex- 
"  press  how  deeply  he  regrets  the  pressure 
"  upon  his  subjects,  which  the  protracted 
"  continuance  of  the  war  renders  ine- 
"  vitable." 

(MonUeur.) — France  makes  war  witbotrt 
increasing  her  taxes ;  they  have  been  con* 
siderably  diminished,  and  they  are  dimi- 
nishing every  day;  but  yours  are  increas- 
ing in  a  dreadful  progression.  Be  consist* 
ent:  if  you  are  obliged  every  year  to  h^vc 
recourse  to  enormous  loans  to  pay  roar 
deficit,  how  can  you  support  a  perpetual 
war. 

(To  be  continued.)        * 
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There  ii  a  sinecure  place,  which  i%  at  present,  held  by  tlte  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  (late  Lord 
Hobait),  which  place  it  worth  X.W^WXf  or,  in  words,  eleven  thov sand  and  mnety-four  pounds,  a  year. 
The  reversion  of  this  eoormoiM  talary,  that  is  to  say,  the  postesBion  of  it  after  the  present  pcssestot's 
4ntk,  has  hceA  obtained  and  secured  by  Lord  (Iardwick?,  not  only  for  bivself  during  his  life,  but, 
beyood  that,  fiir  the  Uvet  of  his  odd  stms  ;  and,  this  Lord  Ilardwicke  is,  as  the  reader  wili  recollect,  a 
yiiker  of  Mit.  Cbarles  Yqrrk.  , 

Ma.  CBAtLES  YoRKB,  of  whooi  the  pubHc  has,  within  the  last  twelve  month?,  heard  so  much ;  that 
Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  who,  upon  Mr.  Wardle's  opening  of  the  Charges  against  onr  late  Chieftain,  solemnly 
declored  his  beKef  that  there  was  a  Jacobmical  Conspiracy  on  foot  against  tbe  lllustrions  Houk  of  Bruns- 
wick; tiMt  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  who,  from  tlie  OKNoent  tbe  Walcherea  Inquiry  began,  noted  the 
Standing  Order  for  »l»ott*mg  the  Debate  RepNorjlers  out  of  the  Gallery;  that  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  who, 
when  a  motion  was  made  for  Inquiry,  which  motion  was  opposed  by  the  minister,  declared  that  be 
tboi^t  ii  his  duty  to  Stand  by  tlie  minister,  because  the  minister  had  resolval  to  stand  by  the  king; 
aye,  that  very  Mrl  Charles  Yorke,  has,  within  this  week,  received  through  the  hands  of  that  same 
ndi^ster,  m  grant,  fbr  life,  of  a  sinecure  place,  (or  place  where  nothing  is  to  be  done)  called  a  Telleritiip 
«rthe  Eichaquer,  worth  <£.2,70u  a  year;  tliat  is  to  say,  he  has  thus  secured,  for  his  whole  lifetime, 
two  Anta^nd  seven  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  be  paid  to  him  out  of  the  taxes,  raised  upon  the  people  of 
Ki^lawl. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Mft.  YonKB.-— ^M}^  motto  speaks  00 
plainly,  ami  says  so  nearly  all  that  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  said  about  this  man  and  his 
sinecvre,  that  I  can  hardly  bring  mysdf  to 
say  aaodier  word  upon  the  subject,  though 
I  ^att  ^artainly,  I  think,  repeat  the  motto 
eight  or  nine  times  a  year  as  long  as  I 

have  theneans  of  repeating  it  at  all. 

On  the  l^th  of  last  month  some  notice 
WM  tikea  of  this  unecure,  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  In  debating  about  the  pension 
of  two  thowand  a  year  for  Baron  Dotiro/ 
*  Sir  J^HV  Newport  said  that  in  conse- 
*'  qeence  of  tbe  late  melancholy  fate  of  a 
"  much  respected  and  justly-talued  friend, 
'<  an  occasion  had  presented  itself  to  rai- 
**  nisters  art^t^  to  temwurau  the  services  qf 
*'  lArd  Wellington,  without  making  any  ad- 
"  dition  to  the  public  burthensC/foor/ A^or/J. 
"  No  sooner,  however,  had  the  lamented 
"fate of  his  regretted  friend  (Mr.  Eden) 
"been  ascertained,  than  the  Tellership  of 
**  the  £xcbe<)uer  was  conferred  upon  a 
'*  person^  of  whose  services  Ministers 
''  might  have  had  such  an  opinion  as  to 
"think  that  if  he  fought  no  battlej 
**  abroad,  he  had  at  leest  fought  some  at 
"  home.  He  thought  that  the  Bill  should 
"  not  be  now  pressed,  if  it  was  only  in 
"  common  reepect  to  the  Petition  of  so 
"  respectable  a  body  as  the  Corporation 
"oftbe  City  of  London — a  Petition  that 
"  pat  the  question  in  the  clearest  and  simr 
''  plest  point  of  view.  He  admitted  tbe 
"g)s//aii^ry  of  Lord  Wellington,  but  though 
t*^  a  question  not  inTolYing  merely  the 
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"  consideration  of  his  merits.  He  re« 
"  gretted  that  the  unquestioned  and  un- 
"  questionable  merits  of  a  lamented  officer 
"  had  not  been  more  attended  to.  He 
"  thought  that  the  glorious  services  of  the 
"immortal  Hero  (^Corurma  had  not  yet 
"  been  answered  by  the  public  gratitude 

*'  as  they  ought  to  have  been." 1  can* 

not  let  this  go,  without   expressing  my 
dissent  to  all  of  it,  except  that  passage, 
which  contains  a  disapproval   of  gtring 
the  sineeurc  to  Mr.  Yorke.    In  that  re- 
spect I  perfectly  agree  with    Sir  John 
Newport;   but,  in  no  other  part  of  his 
speech.    I  would  not  have  given  Baron 
Douro  and  Viscount  Talavera  a  sixpence 
a  year ;  and,  of  course,  I  would  not  have 
given  him  2,700/.  under  the  name  of  a 
Teller  of  the  Exchequer.     It  is  my  opi- 
nion, for  reasons  repeatedly  given,  tha* 
he  deserves  no  money  at  all  out  of  or? 
taxes;    nay,  no  more  than  Mr,    Yorh^ 
does;  and,  why,  if  thatbe  tha  case,  should 
he  have  any  of  it  ?  I  agree  with  the  Citi- 
zens of  London ;  that  the  grant  of  a  pen- 
sion to  him  at  all  is  a  waste,  a  pure  waste, 
of  the  public  money  ;  and,  s6  thinking,  1, 
of  course,  sliould  have  objected  to  the  giv- 
ing  of  the  sinecure  to  him,  for,  in  both  ^ 
cases,  the  money  i:omes  out  of  the  public 
purse.— '—Nor  do  I  concur  in  Sir  John 
Newport's  opinion  relative   to   Sir  John 
Moore's  campaign.     I  know  of  no  "  glo* 
rious  services    that  Sir  John  Moore  e^r 
peiformed ;  and  I  dq  think,  that  it  is  a 
monstrous  exaggeration   to  call   him  an 
*'  immortfil  hero.*'     He  was  penned  up  at 
Coriuina,  and  fought  fqr  his,  life  and  li- 
I4 
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berty.  It  was  not'a  baUle  of  his  choice. 
H«  would,  and  he  ought,  to  have  escaped 
without  Eghting,  if  he  could.  That  he 
was  blameless  is  not,  after  alU  quite  clear  to 
me,  nor,  I  believe,  to  any  unprejudiced 
man;  but,  if  we  acquit  him  of  blame,  let 
us  not  trumpet  him  forth  as  meriting  the 

highest  qf  praise. 1  have  observed,  in 

several  of  the  speeches  of  members  on  the 
s^me  side  with  Sir  John  Newport,  endea- 
vours, as  they  appear  to  me,  to  prepare  the 
way  for  some  pension,  or  grant  qf  some  sort, 
to  the  relations  of  Sir  John  Moore.  And, 
for  ivhat,  I  should  be  glad  to  know? 
Never,  until  these  days,  was  such  a  pro- 
position, in  such  a  case,  made  or  thought 
of.  It  really  would  seem,  that  the  two 
sides  of  the  House  are  like  the  man  and 
his  wife  in  the  fable,  who,  purely  for  the 
sake  of  mortifying  one  another,  gave 
away  the  whole  of  their  dinner  to  a  set  of 
beggar?,  there  being,  however,  this  dis- 
tinctive circumstance  to  notice ;  namely ; 
that  the  man  and  wife  gave  away  what  be- 

longed   to  themselves, Each   side  must 

have  its  heroes.  To  hear  the  debates  and 
the  thanks  and  the  messages,  one  would 
really  be  tempted  to  suppose,  that  our 
armies  bad  just  returned  from  the  con- 
quest of  the  world  j  and,  surely,  no  human 
being  would  imagine  that,  while  all  this 
.high-flown  language  is  in  use,  we  are 
seriously  considering,  how  we  shall  be 
able  to  defend  even  our  own  fire-sides 
against  the  attacks  of  an  enemy  whom 

our    forefathers    held    in   contempt 

Mr.  Henry  Martin  said  upon  the  same 
occasion,  ♦*  that  the  very  important  and 
*'  pressing  observation  made  by  the  Right 
J*'  lion.  Baronet,  on  the  filling  up  the  va- 
-"  cancy  of  the  Tellership  of  the  Exche- 
"quer,  had  not  been  thoufjht  tcor%  qf 
*  *fm>me  i^plj/  from  any  of  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
"  nisters.  lie  felt  satisfied,  that  jf  Mi- 
"nisters  had  advised  his  \fajesty  to  confer 
""that  place  upon  Lord  Wellington,  there 
•*'  letis  not  a  man  in  that  House  who  would 
i*  have  questioned  the  propriety  qf  the  appoint- 
."  ment.  With  respect  to  the  Gentleman 
"  upon  whom  that  appointment  had  fallen, 
f*  he  believed  that  his  services  in  behalf 
''  of  the  public  icere  yet  to  be  made  known," 

' Now,  in  saying,  that  there  was  not  a 

inan  in  the  House,  who  would  have  ques- 
tioned the  propriety  for  giving  2,700/.  a 
year,  for  lite,  to  Viscount  Talavera  de  la 
Keyna,  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  that 
Mr.  Manin  was  mistaken  ;  and,  indeed, 

i  know  he  was. It  js   very   true,  that 

"  the  Services  of  Mr.  Yorkc^  in  behalf  of 


'Mhe  public,  art  yet  to  be  madt  known:** 
but,  what  services,  in  behalf  of  the  public, 
had  Mr.  Yorkers  predecessor  ever  per- 
formed ?  "  Reply  y*  What  difficulty  will 
the  minister  have  in  making  a  reply  to 
any  observations,  made  upon  the  bestotv- 
ing  of  this  fat  place  ?  What  reply  is  ne- 
cessary to  any  one,  who  is  for  keepiog 
up  the  sinecure  system  ?  Mr.  Perceval 
ha&  more  than  sufficient  materials  for  a 
reply,  at  any  time  when  he  has  amiitd 
to  make  it.  To  those,  indeed,  who  hold, 
that  this  dreadful  system  of  sinecures 
ought  to  be  abolished  :*  to  such  person* 
he  would  find  it  difficult  to  answer,  ex- 
cept in  some  form  of  legal  or  parlia- 
mentary proceeding  ;  but,  to  those  vifyi 
are  for  maintaining  the  system  of  sine- 
cures, he  has  only  to  tell  them,  that  ikiy 
have  done  the  like,  and  would,  if  (hey 
could,  do  the  like  again  ;  for  the  truth  of 
which  assertion  the  whole  nation  would 
give  him  credit. 

Army  Estimates,— iHr.  Wardle,^MT, 
Huskisson, — Foreign  Troops  and  Lord  3/a- 
hon. The  reader  will  not  have  forgot- 
ten, that,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  Mr.  Wabdle,  being  thereunto 
urged  by  Messrs.  Tierney  and  Huskisson, 
brought  forward  a  detail  of  the  sanngs, 
which,  he  asserted,  might  be  made.  Toe 
general  answer  to,  his  statement  was>  that 
it  was  easy  enough  to  save  money  by  dis* 
banding  soldiers  imd  putting  down  atabUsk- 
ntents,  and  takir^  away  pensions  and  placa; 
but  that  none  of  these  ought  to  take  place, 
and,  of  course,  that  the  plan  of  savings 
was  all  moonshine.  Mr.  Huskissqn  was  the 
official  answerer,  and  though  I  have  not  his 
speech  now  before  me,  I  am  almost  certain, 
that  (albeit  not  of  the  liveliest  turn)  he 
did  actually  attempt  to  crack  something 
like  j  >kes  at  the  idea  of  saving  money  in 
war  time  by  the  reducing  qfmiUtary  corps. 
He  attempted  to  turn  this  into  ridicule; 
and,  indeed,  there  was  no  part  of  Mr. 
Wardle's  statement ;  none  of  his  proposi- 
tions; none  of  his  sentiments,  of  which 
he  did  not  express  his  disapprobation; 
but  the  main  burden  of  his  ridicule  was, 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wardle  to  redve 

part    of  our  force  during  war. Well, 

what  has  happened  now  t  Why,  the  Se- 
cretary at  War  has  come  forward  with 
an  Estimate,  in  which  some,  at  least,  of 
Mr.  Wardle'g  propositions  have  been 
adopted.  Mr.  Wardle  proposed  to  re- 
duce the  Household  troops,  the  drof^ooit 
guards,  and  dragoons,  so  as  to  produce  a 
saving  of  413,000/.   a  year.     Ha  alM 
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«tated  that  the  Wag^  Train  ought  to  be 
Teduced.  He  mentioned  the  Manx  Pen- 
dUes.  But,  I  must  not  leave  this  matter 
to  be  doubted  about.  I  mpst  insert  his 
list  of  proposed  savings,  from  his  speech, 
as  it  was  afterwards  correctly  printed. 
That  list  was  as  follows  : 

RECAPITULATION  OP  SAVINGS  ON 


HoQtehotd  troopi,  two  regiments 

Dragoon  guards,  dragoons,  and 
li^  ditto 

ForeigD  corps , 

Subsidy  aoBually  paid  Count  Men- 
ron  for  coatinutng  bis  regiment 
ifi  bis  Majesty's  service 

Militia  of  the  United  Kingdom... 

Staff  of  fifteen  saiall  Militia  corps 
reduced 

liocal  Militia *. 

Yolanteeryofthe  United  Kingdom 

H^ra)  Waggon  Train 

Jfaoz  Peociblei ..« 

Staff  of  the  Army ...,. 

Recruiting  Staff,  Levies  and  Boun- 
ties  

Artny  Agency 

War  Office  ...^ 

Pay  Office  ..., » 

Cootract  hones , 

Fortifications  and  repairs  at  home 

Medical  department  and  annual 
lots  of  oien 

CdmniiBoariat * 1, 

fiarracV ^ • 

Army  clothing 

On  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
mOreat  Britain 

Ondi^o  ditto  in  Ireland.*.. 

CoaimissioDert  and  Auditors  of 
Public  Accounts 

Banic,  the  sum  charged  for  the 
Management  of  the  National 
Debt 

Pensiont  and  Oftees  executed  by 
deputy    .,..; > 

Bounties 

Colonies 

embolic  Emancipation  


je.73,317    0    0 


340,000 
1,005,017 


3,000 
300,000 

10,000 

700.000 

1,000.000 

46,993 

24,184 

900,000 

200,000 

51,075 

24,000 

24,000 

299,083 

500.000 

900,000 
500,000 
350,000 
270,000 

1,051,030 
383,367 


0    0 
0    0 


0    0 
0    0 


200,000 

iSo.ooo 

5(10,000 
2,000,000 


0     0 
0     0 


70,000    0    0 


210,594     0    b 


^.10,693,563    0    0 


Kpenditure  (jf  the  navy  for  the 
year  ending  Jan.  5,  1809, 
17,467,892/:  one  third  of  which 
is 5,825,630  13    4 

Total  Savings JS.  16,516,293  13    4 

Now,  reader,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
remind  you  how  Mr.  Wardle  was  abused 
for  this ;  what  a  noise  the  partizans  of  the 
ministers  made  about  the  antwcr  of  Mr. 
Hoskisson,  who,  not  only  denied  that  any 
such  savings  could  be  made,  but  who  ridi- 
culed, or  attempted  to  ridicule,  tht  idea  qf 
soDtng  tnoney  h/  reducing  the  mUitaty  force  in 
time  of  war.  The  following  extract  from 
the  speech  of  liord  Palmertt<m,  now  Sf  crt- 


tary  at  War,  on  the  26th  of  February, 
will  shew,  not  that  any  real  saving  is 
about  to  take  place  (against  any  belief  of 
which  the  reader  will  do  well  to  guard 
himself)  but,  that  enough  is  to  be  done  to 
conrince.  us  that  Mr.  Ward le's  proposi- 
tions were  not  ridictdous,  and  that  his  and 
our  adversaries  think  it  good  policy  to  da 
something,  with  a  view  of  "  stopping  his 

mouth'^  a   little. There  was,  he  said, 

"  a  reduction  in  consequence  of  the  aboli- 
"  tion  of  the  agency  of  cavalry  men.  The 
"  next  article  was  that  of  tht  Cavalry, 
"  Here  there  was  a  reduction  caused  by 
*'  the  dismounting  of  twenty  men  in  eacn 
"  troop.  Under  the  head  of  Household 
"  Troops  there  was  a  decrease  in  numbers 
*'  of  720  men,  and  in  expence  of  41,249/. 
"  Under  the  head  of  Dragoon  and  Dragoon 
"  Guards,  there  was  a  decrease  in  numbeiis 
"  of  486  men,  and  in  expence  of  262,230/. 
^  This  great  savins:  was  owing  to  aff^ag- 
"  rangement  by  which  Troop  Quarter- 
"  masters  were  discontinued,  and  Serjeant^ 
"  majors  substituted  in  their  place."  Uo- 
"  der  the  head  of  the  wmumbered  carps, 
^*  there  was  a  decrease  in  numbers  of 
"  1,237  men,  and  an  expence  of  49,721/. 
''  Under  the  head  of  Garrison  Battaliom, 
"  there  was  a  reduction  of  two  Battalioof, 
''and  a  saving  of  39,517/.  Undet  the 
"  head  of  the  Royal  Waggon  Train,  which 
"  consisted  originally  of  12  troops,  it 
"  would  be  found  that  five  of  thos«  twelve 
"  had  been  discontinued ;  for,  however 
"  useful  in  foreign  service,  the  establish- 
"  ment  was  thpught  to  be  unnecessarilgr 
"  large  while  remaining  at  home  ;  under 
''  this  head,  ojf  the  Royal  Waggon  Train, 
''  there  woujd  be  found  to  be  a  saving  of 
"  23,433/,  The  next  head  was  that  of  the 
"  Barrack  Ari^kers  at  Gibraltar,  but  that 
"  was  not  in  this  year's  items.  Under 
''  the  head  oiManx  Fencibles,  there  was«a 
"jeduction  of  347  men.  Under  these 
"  two  last  beads  would  be  found  a  saving 
"  in  the  one  of  1 3,854/.  and  in  the  other 

''  of  4,473/.'' ^The  reader  will  take  care 

not  to  suppose,  that  any  saving  will,  upon 
the  whole,  take  place ;  for,  there  is  an 
increase  in  the  German  Artmf  to  a  very 
considerable  amount,  which  army  goes  on 
regularly  and  quietly  increasing  every 
year  and  all  the  year  long.  The  spring 
from  which  it  is  ied,  appears  to  be  peren- 
nial. But,  for  more  particulars  about  this 
army,  I  must  refer  the  reader  to  Mr. 
Warale's  Speech,  a  short  report  of  whioh 
(copied  from  the  Statesman)  will  be  found 
bek)w.— «— This  statettent  of  hni  Pel- 
L2 
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merslon  is,  however,  nothing,  compared 
to  Mr.  Huskisson's  recantation,  which  is  the 
most  carious  thing  that  has  happened  for 
a  long  time.  It  would  seem,  that  a  new 
tort  of  language,  an  entirely  new  tone,  is 
now  to  be  adopted,  in  speaking  of  the 
j)ublic  resources  and  expenditure.  It 
would  seem,  that  it  is  no  longer  thought 
prudent  to  laugh  in  •ur  faces,  when  we 
cry  out  against  adding  to  the  weight  of  our 

already  intolerable  burdens. Now  let 

ns  hear  Mr.  Huskisson.  As  containing  his 
opinions,  the  speech  is  nothing.  Straws 
are  of  little  consequence  in  themselves ; 
but,  they  serve  to  shew  which  way  the 

wind  or  the  current  is  setting. ^You 

will  hardly  believe  your  eyes,  reader; 
but,  it  is  Mr.  Huskisson's  speech  that  is 

now  before  you.- "Mr.  Huskisson  felt 

*'  disappointed  at  the  Eiti mates  now  sub- 
"  roitted  to  the  House,  every  item  of 
•*  which  ought  to  have  been  fixed  with  re- 
*'  card  to  the  strictest  economy.  A  consi- 
*'  derable  diminution  in  our  expenditure  was 
*'  essential,  or  rather  was  indispe nsible  to 
"  the  sqfety  qf  the  country.  This  could  only 
*'  be  effected  by  revision  and  retrench- 
•'  ment.  In  order  lo  shew  the  necessity 
*'  which  called  for  economy,  the  hon. 
**  Member  stated  the  growth  of  our  reve- 
*'  nue — the  net  proceeds  of  its  produce 
"was,  in  17»2,  ouljr  ten  miHiona ;  by 
*'  the  year  17^,  notwithstanding  the  ut- 
^  most  industry'  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  promote  fe- 
''  trenchment,  it  rose  to  16  millions ;  and, 
"in  the  year  1S09,  it  amounted  to  CO 
"  millions.  Thus,  in  the  course  of  27 
"  years,  our  revenue  had  advanced  no  less 
"  than  six-fold.  With  this  statement  be- 
"  fore  the  Committee,  he  was  sure,  that 
^'eTery  Gentleman  must  be  satisfied  of 
"  the  propriety  of  de^isinff  every  possible 
"  metms  to  retutee  our  cxperuliiure.  It  was 
^''obvious,  that  there  must  be  a  limit  to 
*'  iaxtuion,  and  thfs  policy  of  considering 
"  this  subject  in  due  time  was  forcibly 
"  urged  by  the  system  of  the  enemy, 
*'  whose  hostility  was  principally  aimed 
•'  at  our  finances.  The  objects  and  cha- 
*'  racter  of  our  enemy,  indeed,  rendering 
"  the  restoration  of  peace  so  problemati- 
*'  cal,  it  peculiarly  behoved  us  so  to  hus- 
*'  band  our  resources  as  to  ^  prepared 
*'for  a  long  period  qf  war.  He  was 
"  aware  that  it  might  be  said,  that  this 
"  was  not  a  time  at  which  it  was  pro- 
*'  per  to  dwell  upon  the  difficulties  of  the 
*'  country.  But  he  diffared  from,  those  who 
"  might  advance  that  assertion.  For  in  his 
••  #pimoa  th^  wiitst  wajj^was/W/y  to  exhi- 


'bis  the  situation  qf  tlie  country,  in  order 
'  that  adequate  provision  might  be  sei- 
f  sonably  made  to  meet  the  dangers  whICk 
'  menaced  it.    The  first  objects  to  which 

*  he  wishec^to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
'  Committee,  with  a  view  to  saving,  wrc/*e 
'  Army  and  Navy.  Ii>  both  these  «Jcpart- 
'  ments,  he  conceived  that  a  considerable 
'  retrenchment  might  be  made.  Ahuat  every 
'  Itead  qf  expence  appeared  to  ftim  excessive. 
'  We  had  a  much  larger  naval  force  now, 
'  than  when  the  enemy  had  a  havs^power 
'  to  encounter,  and  ouv  army  \^»  lar^ 
'  than  any  immediate  probable  neeesirty 

*  called  for — larger  considcr^ly  than  A 
'  ih«  time  when  invasion  was  very  gene- 
'  rally  expected.  A  reduction  iA  th« 
'  army  was  the  more  safe  in  his  mind,ai 
'  we  had  so  numerous  a  body  of  L^^ 
'  Militia ;  and  he  particularly  recom- 
'  mended  a  diminution  qf  tkeOivdry,  the 
'  StaJ,  and  the  Waggon  Tram.'  Among 
'  many  otherobjectionable  establishmentj, 
'  the  hon.  ffentleman  referred  to  the  J/«w 
'  Corps  and  the  Newfoundlm^  FenCiUa^ 
'  both  of  which  he  conceived  to  be  quite 
'  unnecessary.  The  great  fault  in  our  ex- 
'  pendiiura  app^^a/ed  to  him  to  proceeu 
'  from  the  want  of  a  salficient  power  ot 
'  superintendance  over  the  several  de- 
'  partments.  Blame  he  me«rf.not  to  at- 
'  tribute  to  any  individual,  and-lcastof  all 
'to his  right  hon.  friend  at  the, head  « 
'  the  Treasury.    He  was  certain  that  » 

*  his  right  hou.  friend  saw  a  fault,  no  man 
'  would  be  more  ready  td  correct  it. 
'  But  there  was  a  radical  fault  vh  the  general 
'  atrangemsnt  qf  expenditure,  which  often 
'  rendered  it  diflicult,  if  not  iin()0ssible, 
'  to  discover  those  evils  which  could  oo'y 
'  be  corrected  by  the  est<»blishment  of  the 
'  controuling  power  he  alluded  to.  Hs 
'  might  be  asked,  why  be  did  not  propose 

*  those  retrenchments  earlier  ?  but  to  dist 
'  he  could  answer,  that  he  had  frequently 
'  pointed  out  the  same  topics  for  the  con- 
'  sideration  of  those  with  whom  he  bao 
'  the  honour  to  act  while  in  office.  lo* 
'  deed,  be  had  never  ceased  to  press  those 
'  points  upon  the  attention  of  those  who 
'  had  the  power  to  effect  the  end  he  had 
'  in  view,  and  he  was  naturally  anxious 
'that the  reform  he  proposed  should  on- 
'  ginate  with  the  executive  power.  Th^ 
'  statement  which  he  had  now  felt  it  his 
<  duty  to  submit,  would,  he  trusted,  be  at- 
'  tributed  to  the  real  motive  which  urged 
'  him  fo  stand  forward ;  a  desire  tosereehis 
'  country:  to  secure  to  us  the  meant </  cm- 

*  tending  againsi  Buonaparte,  who  had  b*^ 
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*'  ^^  calculated  upon  Ii?ing  thirty  years, 
^  during  which  there  was  too  much  reason 
^  to  apprehend  that  ha  would  continue  the 
*^  ioTeterate  and  active  foe  of  Great  Bri- 

*'  tain.*' Now,  reader,  how  many  times 

ha?e  /  ureed  the  necessity  of  (Economy, 
as  the  only  means  of  enabling  us  to  ob- 
tain any  thing  like  a  safe  peace  ?  In  short 
do  you  find,  in  this  speech  of  Mr.  Huskis- 
son,  one  new  idea  ?  He  has  now  mereiy 
repeated  what  I  have  written  and  published 
finy  times  oyer ;  and,  what  is,  in  princi- 
ple as  well  as  in  detail,  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  his  speech,  made,  last  year,  Mikcn 

he  was  in  office, But,  is  it  not  rather 

odd,  that  while  this  gentleman  jwas  insist- 
ine,  that  it  was  "  proper  to  devise  every 
*'  potoblc  ^eans  of  reducinff  our  expendi- 
'*  ture ;?  is  it  not  rather  odd,  that,  while 
he  was  racking  his  mind  in  this  way,  he 
never  happened  to  hit  upon  the  following 
items? 

Pension,  yearly  to  William 
HusKissoN  -    -    .     -     -    -^1,200 

Prdits  (acknovfledged)  to  Wil- 
liam HusKissoN  as  Colonial 
Agent  for  Ceylon     -     -     -        700 


c£l,!KX) 

Besides  t  Pension  to  Mrs.  Emily 
H\:sKissoN,  the  wife  of  the  said 
Wilham  Huskisson,  and  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  I  have  not  now 
at  band ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be 
500/.  a  year. 

Now,  is  it  not  odd«  that  the  Gentleman, 
who  appears  to  have  been,  all  of  a  sodden, 
iiispirea  with  a  love  of  economy,  did  not 
think  of  ikae  Uem»f  He  says,-  that  we 
eagbt  to  <^  devise  all  potsibU  means  of  re* 
docingour  expenditure;''  and,  surely,  it 
npemble  to  take  off  these  items.  I  know 
iK^inz  that  Mr.  Huskisson  has  done  for 
the  public,  that  he  should  be  thus  fastened 
^pon  us  for  life,  and  that  his  wife  also 
shouy  be  fastened  upon  us.  He  has 
been,  for  about  12  or  14  years  a  clerk, 
and  a  secretary  ;  but,  has  he .  not  been 
vdl  paid?  He  has  never  had  less  than 
about  two  thousand  pounds  a  year,'  and 
sometimes  five,  or,  perhaps,  six  or  seven ; 
for,  after  all,  what  do  we  know  about  the 
emoluments  arising  from  his  offices  ?  We 
know,  however,  that  his  bare  talaries  have 
floost  amply  psud  him»  not  only  for  any 
■ervices  that  he  has  rendered  the  public, 
but  for  any  services,,  which  he  has  the  ca- 
pocity  to  render  the  public— Lord  L. 
Gowza,  who  was  Secretary  at  War  some 


months  ago,  joined  wiih  Mr.  Huskisson 
upon  this  occasion.  In  the  short  report 
that  is  given  of  his  speech,  there  are  some 

very    curious    things. "  Lord    G.   L* 

"  Gower  felt  disappointed  at  the  statement 
''  he  had  heard.  He  had  trusted  that  the 
"  burdens  qf  thepMic,  as  connected  with 
**  Army  Estimates,  would  have  been  alle- 
"  viated  to  a  far  greater  d^ree.  He  did 
"  not  think  the  items  had  been  looked  into 
"  with  a  sufficiently  scruimizing  eye.  He 
"  was  of  opinion  that  the  practice  of  buy- 
"  ing  for  the  cavalry,  horses  at  two  years 
"  old,  by 'which  means  the  expence  of 
"  keeping  them  till  they  were  of  use, 
"  often  exceeded  100/.  ought  to  be  done 
♦*  away.  The  Waggcm  Train  too,  instead 
"  of  being  reduced,  oughl  to  be  done  awOjf 
"  entirely.  The  Manx  corps  was  of  no  «ie ; 
"  the  officers  followed  other  avocations, 
"  and  the  privates  were  labourers ;  yet 
*'  they  had  rull  pay,  as  if  they  were  effi- 
'<  cient  regular  troops.  The  City  Militia, 
''  and  the  Tower  Hamlets,  whose  services 
"  were  extremely  limited,  he  thought 
'*  were  not  of  real  utility.  For  the  home 
'*  district  there  were  two  Generals«-the 
'*  Duke  of  Cambridge  and  Lm-d  Heathfield, 
"  who  had  4,000/.  or  5,000/.  a  year-^or 
"  looking  after  2,400  wen.  There  was  an- 
''  other  Honourable  General  in  that  House 
*'  who  he  was  surprized  was  not  ashamed 
*f  to  hold  his  district;  and  in  Scotland,  to 
^  1 1 ,000  men  there  were  eleven  Generals, 
"  All  these  things,  he  thought,  required  to 

"  be  looked  into*' Well  said,  my  Lord 

G.  L.  Gower !  Just  in  this  style  did  Mr. 
Wardle  talk  last  year,  when  he  was  jeered 
at  by  Mr.  Tierney  and  others,  and  when 
the  ministerial  newspapers  called  him 
every  thing  that  was   contemptible  and 

wicked. ^And,  so,  my  lord,   you  are 

for  lopping  off  the  Waggon  Train,  the 
*'  Rtwal  Waggon  Train,"  of  which  our 
old  mend  Dioby  Hamilton,  whom  lATr. 
Perceval  and  Mr.  Adam  charged  to  tell 
Sandon  to  be  sure  not  to  destroy  the  fa- 
mous Note  about  Tonyn;  your  lordship 
really  is  for  lopping  off,  lopping  com* 
pletely  off,  our  friend  Digby  s  "  Royal 
Waffgon  Train !"  So  was  Mr.  Wardle. 
And  he  was  for  lopping  off  the  Manx 
Corps,  too,  which  he,  too,  said  was  of  "  no 
yse;  but  for  sayine  which  he  was  most 
shamefully  abused  by  the  prints  under 
the  influence  of  the  ministry,  to  which 
yon  belonged. Yes,  my  lord,  it  is,  in- 
deed, a  pretty  thing  that  a  people,  weigh- 
ed to  the  earth  with  taxes,  should  have  to 
^zy  iiBo.  Generals,  at  the  rate  of  4,000,  or 
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4,0001,  a  year,  for  looking  after  2,400  men. 
But«  my  lord^  was  not  this  so.  last  year 
as  well  as  this  year }  Was  not  this  king's 
son  in  the  same  situation  when  you  and 
Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr.  Canning  M'ere  in 
office  ?  What  you  say  now  is  very  good ; 
very  good  indeed  ;  but,  why  was  not  the 
abuse^  you  here  complain  of^  reformed 
while  you  were  i(i  qfflce  f  Or,  at  least,  why 
was  It  not  then  stated  to  the  House  of 
Commons  ? That  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Lord  Heatbiield  should  swal- 
low up  4,000,  or  5,000  pounds  a  year,  as 
a  compensation  for  looking  after  2^400 
^en^  that  such  a  thing  should  have  been 
tolerated  is,  to  be  sure,  enough  to  excite 
indignation  in  the  breast  of  the  most 
patient  of  mortals;  }?\xX,  still,  1  do  not 
tbink,  that  tliose  4  or  5,000  pounds  a  year 
^re  80  badly  bestowed,  so  shametolly 
misapplied  as  the  pensioiis  to  Mr.  Huskis- 
son and  his  Wife,  who,  for  their  whole 
Ifves,  are, fastened  upon  the  purses  of  the 

Eeople  of  England.  There  may  be  some 
jpe  (though  a  very  faint  onu,  perhaps) 
of  our  being  relieved  firom  this  military 
payment  to  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  and 
Lord  Heathficld  ;  but,  from  the  pensions 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huskisson  there  is  no 
chance  of  relief  jfor  thirty  or  foi'ty  years, 

at  the  soonest. ^These  are  the  things 

tliat  sting  deep.  Between  the  receivers 
of  Qur  money,  in  this  way,  without  ser** 
vices  rendered  us  or  losses  sustained  for 
our  sake  ;  between  such  persons  and  those 
who  wish  fpr  a  relbrm  of  abuses,  there  is, 
there  will  be,  and  there  can.be,  no  com-^ 
promise.  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  it;  and 
Mr.  Huskisson  may  be  assured^  that  we 
shall  judge  for  ourselves  as  to  the  motives, 
yhich  induce  persons  in  his  situation  to 
^aud'  forward  with  professions  in .  favour 
of  economy. 1  beg  the  reader,  how- 
ever, to  note  well  and  to  bear  in  mind, 
this  talk  about  economy ;  so  new  in  th« 
quarter  whence  it  comes,  and  so  unex- 
pected too.  I  have  been,  for  years  past, 
calUng  for  a  reduction  of  expence,  in 
order  that  we  might  be  enabled  to  con- 
tinue* the  war,  until  we  could  obtain  a 
gate  peace ;  and  now,  all  of  a  sudden, 
Mr,  Huski^on  and  even  Old,  George  Rose 
say  »he  same  thing !  Let  not  the  public 
be  deceived,  however :  they  will  find, 
under  the  present  system,  no  alleviation  of 
their  taxes  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  will 
find  those  taxes  increase.  The  system  itself 
is  bad.  ^There  wants  a  thoroui^h  change  in  the 
system;  but,  that  change  will  never  take 
^ce,  it  never  can  tai^  place^  without  a 


reform  of  the  Commons'  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  consequent  annihilation  of 
that  accursed  thing,  that  bane  of  the  na- 
tion, called  INFLUENCE,  which  has  been 
the  chief,  if  not  the  only,  .cause,  of  all 
our  calamities  and  disgraces,  and  which, 
if  it  be  not  destroyed,  will,  as  sure  as  Mr. 
Huskisson  has  a  pension,  destroy  the  king's 
throne  as  well  as  the  liberiies  of  the  peo- 
ple.  Mr.  Peter  MooBE  reminded  die 

new-light  economists  of  the  discoonte- 
uance,  which  they  liad,  last  session,  shown 
with  respect  to  the  statements  of  Mr, 
Wardle  ;  and,  afrer  a  few  words  of  little 
consequence  from  Mr.  Perceval,  Mi. 
Wardle  himself  rose,  and,  in  a  speech  of 
some  length,  of  which  1  Jiere  insert  the 
best  report  I  can  find,  clearly  showed  the 
House,  that  all  the  base  means,  which 
have  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
silencing  him,  together  with  all  the  b»cr 
aid  vrii'ich  some  of  the  outs  have  given  to 
those  means,  have  not  secured  their  object 

' "  Coj,OMEL  Wajidle  observed, thai,  al- 

*'  though  there  were  many  points  un  which 
"  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  dwifll  m 
*'  the  present  discussion,  he  could  notre- 
"  frain  from  expressing  his  utter  astonish- 
*'  ment  at  finding,  after  the  extraordinary 
"  coolness  with  which  tlie  ^ggt^tiuns  he 
"  had  the  honour  of  making  to  the  House 
"  last  Session,  on  the  subject  of  retrench- 
"  ment,  had  been  received,  ihai  the  very 
"  points  on  which  he  bad  then  touched 
"  nad  now  been  taken  up  by  the  gentlc- 
"  men  opposite  to  him.  For  this  he  thank- 
"  ed  them  most  kindly,  as  he  was  sure 
*'  the  country  would  also  do.  And  he 
"  confidently  trusted,  that  the  Coaimittec 
*'  had  now-  shewn  that  sort  of  mind  and 
"  decided  spirit  which  would  justify  the 
'*  country  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that 
"  something  in  the  way  of  retrenchment 
"  would  be  done — nothing  could  give  him 
"  greater  pleasure  than  to  see  his  majes- 
"  ty's  ministers  beginning'  to  do  that 
"  which  was  absolutely  essential  to  the 
"  salvation — to  the  very  existence  of  the 
"  country.  He  rejoiced  extremely  in  the 
"  conviction  apparently  felt  by  those  who, 
"  on  a  former  occasion,  bad  refiised  to 
"  listen  to  his  suggestions ;  and  as  his  sole 
**  object  was  the  good  of  his  country,  he 
*'  should  not  be  fastidious  on  the  score  of 
"  the  instrumeois  by  which  that  object, 
"  of  which  he  ahould  never  relinquish  the 
**  pursuit,  was  obtained.  With  respect 
''  to  the  Local  Militia,  he  should  not  at  that 
"time  make  •any  observation;  but  on  the 
"  aubject  of  tho  Waggon  Train,  heiear«< 
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* '  that  the  Committee  were  not  aware  of 
"  the  enormous  expence  attendant  on  that 
**  unprofitable  and  useless  establishment.— 
"  He  had  not  yet  *been  able  to  obtain  the 
*'  papers  relating  to  that  branch  of  service, 
*'  iur  which  he  had  moved  some  time  ago; 
"  otherwise  he  should  at  that  moment  have 
"  been  able  to  prove  to  the  committee 
"  that  the  estimate  now  before  them,  of 
*'  the  probable  expenditure  of  the  waggon 
'*  train,  fell  greatly  short,  nay  that  it  pro- 
"  Yed  but  a  small  portion  of  the  real  ex- 
"  penditure  of  that  branch  of  service  ;  but 
■"  as  the  inutility  of  this  wasteful  corps  ap- 
"  peared  to  be  admitted  by  all  sides,  he 
"  trostcd  that  the  public  would  very 
"  speedily  have  to  congratulate  them- 
"  selves  on  its  entire  abolition.  The  c6tn- 
*'  mandsiouh  which  Jbr<ngn  Generals  had  been 
*'  entrusted  in  this  country,  and  particularly  in 
*'  the  county  qf  Essex,  he  could  not  but  dean 
*'  highly  reprehensible — such  was  not  for- 
''  Dierly  the  usage  in  this  country  ;  and  he 
"  verily  believeil,  that  even  but  a  very 
'*  few  years  ago  no  minister  could  have 
"  been  found  so  daring,  as  to  have  appear- 
"  ed  in  that  House  after  having  sanctioned 
"  a  measure  so  repugnant  to  the  feelings 
'*  of  Britons,  and  to  the  general  spirit  of 
"  the  constitution.  The  introduction  of 
"  foreign  troops  .into  this  country,  on  the 
**  permanent  footing  which  ihey  seemed  to 
"  have  acquired,  was  a  novel  measure^ 
"  evidently  arising  out  of  an  unconstliu- 
♦'  tional  principle.  The  expenditure  of 
**  the  country  had  now  arrived  at  that 
'*  point,  when  it  became  necessary  {o  exa- 
"  mine  every  channel  of  expence,  how- 
"  ever  minute;  for  it  would  not  serve  as 
"  an  answer  to  say,  that  this  object  was 
"  trifling — that  was  inconsiderable — the 
"  aggregate  of  minute  waste  would,  he 
"  was  certain^  be  found  to  swell  into  a  pro- 
"  di^ous  bulk.  There  was,  however,  one 
"  aiticle  of  expenditure,  to  which  the  im- 
**,  putation  of  minuteness  could  not  be  ap- 
"  plied — he  meant  the  army  clothing^  in  the 
"  supply  of  which,  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
*'  cessary  that  some  reform,  and  that  too, 
**  without  delay,  should  take  place.  In 
"  the  last  year,  government  had  given  an 
"  advance  of  5j.  Od,  on  every  suit  made  by 
"  private  contract  more  than  what  was  paid 
"  where  the  contract  was  open  to  public 
/'  competition  ! — and  he  was  certain  that^ 
"  Mr.  Courtenay>sopply  would  be  found 
"  to  have  been  as  good,  at  least,  as  that 
"of^r.  Pcarce.  Why  was  the  public 
"  to  pay  75,000/.  more  than  was  neces- 
''•ary,  and  more   than  the  aMount  (w 


"  which  the  supply  could  be  furnished  ? 
"  That  was  the  fact,  and  he  pledged  him- 
"  self  to  prove  it!  (Hear,  hear!)  If  the 
"  supply  of  accoutrements  and  that  of  ca- 
*'  valry'  appointments  were  brought  to 
*'  open  contract,  he  had  not  the  sm^lest 
"  doubt  that  a  saving  would  accrue  at 
"  which  the  country  would  be'  astonished i 
*'  He  was  fully  prepared  on  this  subject  to 
"  give  ample  proof  in  support  of  his  asser- 
"  tion,  and  would  certainly  bring  forward 
*'  the  subject, unless  his  majesty's  ministers 
"  would  render  that  unnecessary, by  them- 
**  selves  undertaking  the  iuvestigation  of 
"  a  subject  of  expenditure  so  highly  im- 
**  pbrtant.  He  had  some  time  ago  press- 
"  ed  on  the  House  the  subject  of  the  price 
"  o? great  coats,  with  which  the  army  was 
"  supplied — at  that  time  the  supply  was  at 
'*  the  rate  of  \6s,  Qd%  per  coat. — Ministers 
"  had  in  that  instance  listened  to  his  5a]g-> 
"  ST^stioHi  and  the  contract  was  thrown  open. 
"  What  had  been  the  consequence  ?  cOati 
"  of  fully  equal,  nay,  even  superior  quu- 
*'  lity,  as  he  should  afterwards  shew,  had 
"  subsequently  been  delivered  to  the 
'*  army  at  only  ds.  per  coat,  a  reduction  of 
"  between  50  and  60  per  cent.  (Hear^ 
"hear!)  This  was  z  fact,  beyond  the 
•'  power  of  dispute,  and  sorry  he  was,  that^ 
"  in  staling  that  reductron,  he  cOuld  not 
"  there  stop — but  there  was  yet  remaia- 
'*  ing  what,  although  he  would  not  directly 
"  term  it  a  job,  something  so  very  extra- 
"  ordinary,  that' he  would  not  pas«  it  over 
"  in  silence.  For  those  very  coats  which 
"  could  now  be  afifbrded  at  the  smn  of  hine 
*'  shillings,  there  was  charged  for  the  pro- 
"  cess  by  which  they  are  supposcfd  to  be 
"  rendered  ivatei'pjvqf— how  much  ? — ^why 
"  no  less  than  half  a  crtyivn,  almost  one- 
"  third  of  the  original  cost,  when  it  isnd- 
"  torious  that  the  process  can  be  as  com- 
'' pletely  eSected  for  sixpence/  (Hear, 
"  hear!  He  had  baid  that  the  coats  thi^ 
"  supplied  at  9s,  were  superior  to  those  for 
"  which  16*.  Od,  had  been  formerly  paid, 
"  in  proof  of  which,  he  need  only  state 
"  that  the  coats  at  I6s.  6d,  had  neither 
''linings  nor  pockets,  while  those  at  Q«. 
"  have  both,  and  are  four  inches  longer ! 
"  (Hear,  hear  !)  It  might  be  thought  by 
''  some  Gentlemen  that  he  had  dwelt  with 
"  toa  much  minuteness  on  this  subject— 
"  he  had  been  minute — he  had,  at  the 
"  same  time,  been  minutely  accurate,  and 
**  big  object  was  to  impress  on  the  minds 
'*  of  the  Committee  the  imperious  n^- 
"  cessity  of  ntilkary  retrenchment  in  ge- 
'^  neral— for  ke  could  assure  them  that 
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''  when  they  eonie  to  examine  other  ar- 
"  tides  of  military  expend iture^  with  equal 
**  minuteness,  they  would  find  the  con- 
'*  tract  for  greut  coats  an  example,  and 
"  that   not   an   exaggerated  one,  of  oar 

'*  general    military     expenditure the 

"  same  principle  of  expenditure  obtained 
"  throughout  the  system,  and  the  same 
**  system  of  retrenchment  would  be  found 
^'  lorrectly  to  apply  to  that  impor- 
''  tant  branch  of  national  expenditure. 
*'  (Hear,  hear!)  In  the  estimate  of  the  ex- 
"  penditure  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
"  at  War,  he  observed  an  excess  of 
"  10,872/.  The  Noble  Lord  had  told 
**  them  that  there  had  been  no  change  in 
"  the  War  Office,  but  thatdifFerent  persons 
**  had  been  selected  to  accelerate  the  com- 
*'  pletion  of  the  complicated  accounts  of 
*'  that  office.  Now  those  very  persons 
*'  had  been  at  work  for  years,  and  not- 
*'  withstanding  that,  the  accounts  were 
**  yet  in  the  utmost  confusion — nothing 
''  bad  been  done  towards  reducing  them 
"  to  order ;  and  yet,  in  1808,  there  were 
"113  efficient  clerks  in  the  War  Office! 
"  Mismanagement  there  certainly  must 
*' be  somevkliere,  and  he  verily  believed 
"  that  not  one-fif(h  of  the  regimental  ac- 
"  counts  were  got  through  in  any  one 
"  year.  He  was  extremely  sorry  to  sec 
•*  also  from  the  estimates,  that  the  num- 
"  bers  of  the  Foreign  Corp9  in  our  scr- 
"  vice  increase ;  this  was  a  principle 
*'  and  a  practice  which  he  should  ever 
"oppose.  No  less  a  sum  than  S0,000/. 
"  appeared  on  the  face  of  tbe  Estimates, 
*'for  recruiting  the  Foreign  Corj>8:  That 
*'  SDch  a  sum  should  be  required  for  such 
"  a  purpose,  excited  alike  his  sorrow  and 
"  his  indignation !  but  we  could  not  now 
"  go  into  Spain  and  recruit  from  Dupont's 
"  arniy.  No  fewer  than  800  of  Dupont's 
"  army,  who  had  been  made  prisoners, 
"  were  taken  out  qf  Spanish  jails,  and  incor- 
"  porated  into  foreign  corps  in  our  service; 
"'  these  were  some  of  the  recruits  with 
"which  our  foreign  corps  were  sup- 
"  plied.  He  had  a  very  strung  desire 
"  to  know  whether  the  Duke  </  Bruns- 
*'  XDid^s  corps,  that  has  so  recently  been 
**  taken  into  our  pay,  had  received  any 
/'thing  like  bounty  or  recruiting  mo- 
"  ney— a^ch  was  the  rumour,  which  if 
"  true,  was  truly  extraordinary—and  he 
"  begged  leave  to  put  it  to  the  Noble 
"  Lord  whether  such  was  the  fact  If 
*'  it  were  so,  he  should  think  it  a  very 
^'  sufficient  reason  for  putting  an  end  at 
"  once  to  this  species  of  recruiting.    There 
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"  was  another  item  in  the  estimate,  which 
"  to  him  appeared  not  less  extraordi- 
"  nary ;  but,  perhaps,  it  was  susceptible 
"  of  explanation — as  last  year  the  estimate 
"  oii^e  foreign  d^pot  was  15,000/.;  in  this 
"  year  it  was  20,000/.  an  excess  of  5,000/ ; 
*'  while  the  whole  expence  of  the  British 
"  depot,  including  the  cavalry,  was  esti- 
"  m'aiedat  only  13,000/.!—  [Hereievergl 
"  qft/ie  members  became  impatient  for  the  <ptttz 
"  tion,"]  Gentlemen  might  call  out  Ques- 
"  tion  !  Question  !  but  that  would  only 
"  protract  the  debate,  for  he  was  dctcr- 
"  mined  to  do  his  duty.  On  the  head  of 
"  Barracks  in  Ireland,  ^there  was  a  grant 
"of  i:i5,500/.  for  the"  erection  of  ncv 
"  Barracks. — Would  the  Committee  with- 
"  out  document  or  information  grant  such 
"  a  sum  ?  He  had  on  a  former  occasion 
"  stated,  that  there  were  already  several 
"  very  excellent  Barracks  in  Ireland  on- 
"  occupied,  and  yet  I35,5(K)/.  was  asked 
"  for  building  more  Barracks!  Chear,hear!) 
"  and  this  too,  at  the  very  time,  when  the 
"  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Rose) 
"in  his  pamphlet,  having  just  discovered 
"  that  this  barrack  system  is  so  expensive 
"  — acknowledges  himself  to  have  beea 
"deceived  in  it! — (Hear,  hear,  hear  I)— 
"  He  trusted,  however,  that  the  Commit- 
"  tee  would  not  consent  to  throw  away 
"  the  public  money  in  this  manner.— 
"  There  was  but  one  more  point  on  which 
"  he  should  trouble  the  Committee.—— 
"  The  difiereut  regiments  were  all  calcu- 
"  lated  at  their  full  establishments;  bat 
"  on  what  ground  did  they  vote  away  He 
"  public  money  ?  Was  it  possible  that  the 
"  whole  of  the  money  demanded  could 
"  be  wanted  ?  Not  one-third  of  it.  Tbe 
"  second  battalions  of  many  regimcnti 
"were  composed  of  boys,  the  pay  to 
"  whom  was  nine-pence;-  and  yet  these 
"  estimates,  on  which  they  were  called 
"  upon  to  vote  away  the  public  money, 
"  made  no  distinction,  but  classed  them  all 
"  as*men  at  a  shilling.  He  anxiously  trust- 
"  ed  that  the  Committee  would  patise;  that 
"they  would  make  a  stand  ere  tbejr 
"  thus  lavishly  voted  away  stams,  in  bu 
"  opinion,  so  greatly  exceeding  the  ne- 
"  cessity  of  the  service.  It  was  his  in- 
"  tention  to  have  moved,  that  the  Esti- 
"  mates  be  referred  to  a  Selea  Commit' 
"tec;  in  that  he  should  not,  however, 
"  persevere ;  but  he  would  maintain,  that 
"  were  a  minute  examination  of  the 
"  sums  actually  required  for  the  service  of 
"  the  year  to  be  instituted,  ^e  Estimate 
"  before  the  Committee  would  have  b«en 
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"  reduced  at  least  two,  or  perhaps  three 
''  niTllions.  He  trusted  thar  after  what  he 
"  had  stated,  something  decisive  would  be" 
"  attempted  by  his  nuijesty's  ministers  on 
"  the  dil!erent  objects  of  retrenchment 
"  which  he  had  pointed  out ;  but  if,  un- 
''  happily  he  should  be  disappointed  in 
"  that  hope  and  expectation,  be  should 
"  certainly  feel  it  his  duty  to  bring  for- 
"  ward  so  important  a  subject  by  some 
"  specific  motion."  —  Upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  German  Troops,  the  Honour- 
able House,  or  some  part  of  it,  at  least, 
did,  it  seems,  grow  somewhat  impatiatt; 
but,  Mr.  Wardlb  laudably  persever- 
ed in  uttei*ing  what  he,  bad  to  say. 
The  bounty  to  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick's people  is  a  very  curious  thing  in- 
deed. Lord  Palmbrston  confessed,  that 
they  did  receive  a  bounty  oifour  guineas 
a  man,  but  said  that  3/.  175.  of  it  was  to 
be  laid  out  upon  necessaries,  I  care  not 
how  it  has  been  expended.  All  I  wanted 
to  know,  and  all  I  want  the  people  of 
England  to  know,  is  that  four  guineas  a 
man,  besides  all  the  enormous '  expences 
which  must  have  attended  their  bringing 
over,  is  to  be  paid  to  these  Germans,  or  has 
been  paid  to  them,  out  of  the  taxes  raised 
upon  this  nation! Let  it  be  well  ob- 
served, too«lhat,.  white  we  are  dismount^ 
ins  English  horse 4ind  reducing  other  Eng- 
lim  corps,  so  far  from  there  being  any  re- 
duction in  the  German  Legion  or  any  of 
its  parts,  that  part  of  the  army  has  been 
angntemed.'-^ — Why,  if  reduction  could  be 
made  at  all,  was  it  not  made  amongst  these 
Germans?  Why  were  they  to  remain 
untouched  ?  Why  not  dismount  some  of 
these  Germans  f  I  should  be  very  glad 
to  know  the  reason  of  this  ?  Mr.  Huskis* 
son  tells  us,  that  we  may  reduce  part  qfow 
army.  Well,  then,  shall  we  not  begin ' 
with  these  Germans T  At  any  rate,  shall 
we  augment  them,  while  we  are  reducing 
our  native  troops?  If  this  does  not  set 
people  to  thinking  a  little,  it  may  be  fairly 
presumed,  I  think,  that  they  are  past  the 

time  for  thought ! ^Look,    reader,  at 

Mr.  Wardle's  statement,  about  the  recruit- 
ing  establishments.  There  you  see,  that  the 
recruiting  establishment  for  the  Foreign 
Troops  costs  one  fourth  more  than  the  re- 
cruiting establishment  for  the  whdU  British 
Army.  Will  not  this  open  men's  eyes  ? 
— r-Thc  fact,  stated  by  Mr.  Wardle,  re- 
specting the  enlisting  of  men,  out  of  Spa- 
nish jails,  who  were  taken  in  Dupont's 
anny,  is  eminently  worthy  of  public  at- 
tention. These  are  now,  I  suppose,  amongst 
tttt  d^finderi  qf  &gkmd!    what  we  way 


come  to,  at  last,  it  is  quite  impossible 
even  to  guess  at.  ■  There  are,  honever, 
persons,  who  seem  very  well  satisfied  with 
this  state  of  things;  of,  at  least  so  it 
would  appear  from  the  Speech  said  to  have . 
been  made  upon  this  occasion  by  Lord 
Ma  HON.  I  take  it  from  the  Morning 
Chronicle  of  the  27th  of  February. — — 
"  liOrd  Mahon  contended  that  no  practical 
"  grievance  accrued  from  the  cmploy- 
"  ment  of  foreign  troops.  It  wap  2^  theo^ 
"  retic  complaint, znA  calculated  to  produce 
**  as  much  delusion  as  another  question, 
**  upon  which  much  clamour  was  excited 
" -■'ht  m^zni  Parliamentary  Reform,  Much 
"  was  said  about  good  old  times,  and  of 
*'  our  ancestors ;  but  when  such  appeals 
"  were  made  for  such  purposes,  he  was 
"  almost  inclined  to  wish  that  we  had  no 
*'  ancestors  at  all,"  This  is  precisely  the 
laii^age,  held  ,by  Mr.  Windham  last 
session,  upon  the  subject  of  selling  and 
buying  seats  in  parliament,  which  he  said 
was  no  practical  grievance,'  and  the  com- 
plaint against  which  was  merely  theorem 
tical.  But,  the  worst  of  it  is,  that,  while 
we  arc  andwered  in  this  manner,  while  we 
are  told,  that  these  old  notions  are  mere 
theories,  and  are  not  expected  to  be  of 
any  practical  utility,  those  who  tell  us  so 
call  us  innovators ;  and,  if  we  want  any 
old  inveterate  abuse  removed,  they  tell 
us  that  it  is  better  to  let  the  wound  re- 
main than  to  risk  the  exi^tfehce  of  the 
whole  carcase.  When,  for  instance,  we 
say,  that  it  is  a  shame,  that  such  an  office 
as  Teller  qf  the  Exchequer  should  exist, 
now  that  the  use  of  it  is  totally  done 
away,  they  say,  '*  no,  no  ;  it  is  dangerous 
''  to  meddle  with  ancient  things,  with  things 
"  long*established,  and  having  about  them 
"  the  venerable  marks  of  the  lore  of  our 
"  ancestors ;"  and,  however  much  my 
lord  Mahon  may  wish  to  get  rid  of  the 
memory  of  our  ancestors,  1  much  question 
if  he  he  so  eager  to  get  rid  of  his  office 
of  SURVEYOR  OF  GREEN  WAX.  or 
his  other  office  of  KEEPER  OF  RECORDS 
IN  BIRMINGHAM  TbWER,  which  offi- 
ces were  created  by  our  ancestors,  and 
for  which  offices  he  now  pockets  out  of  the 
taxes  raised  upon  the  people,  SIX  HUN- 
DRED AND  NINETY  ONE  POUNDS  A 
YFAR.  Surely,  he  wi  II  say,  that  those  were 
indeed  and  indeed  "  good  old  times,"  when 
these  nice  conveaiont  offices  were  created? 

For  the  present  1  shall  leave  the  Sttr^ 

veyor  qf  Green  Wax  to  side  with  iht  Clerk 
qfthe  Irons  and  the  Teller  qf  the  Exchequer; 
but,  I  shall  return  to  the  subject  very  soon, 
aud»  I  have  bat  little  doubt  of  being  able 
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to  show,  ihat  the  Surveyor  has  trodden 

upon  very  slippery  ground. It  would 

be  wrong  to  dismiss  this  article,  without 
cautioning  the  reader  to  beware  of  any 
delusive  hope  of  a  retrenchment  in  the 
public  expenditure.  He  should  never  be- 
lieve in  any  thing  of  the  sort,  till  he  kricrxs 
that  some  /or  is  taken  o/f.  What  a  iblly 
would  it  be  in  any  roau  to  suppose^  that 
be  had  reduced  the  expences  of  his  fa- 
mily, if  he  were  still  calied  cm  for  the  liSiial 
sum  qf  fiionej/  to  defray  those  expenccs  f  What 
is  it  to  auy  man,  whether  his  Kervants 
waste  his  means  by  sacking  them  tbem<- 
selves  or  by  giving  them  to  othti^  ?  So 
that  hh  means  are  taken  from  him  to  be 


taken  cff,  then  let  u«  believe,  that  the  na-« 
tional  expences  are  about  to  be  reduced  > 
but  not  one  moment  before. 

Liberty   of   the  Press. To  Mr. 

Perky,  proprietor  of  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle, the  whole  account  of  whose  TcinI, 
with  the  names  of  the  Jcrors,  will  be 
found  below,  the  public  owe  infinite  obli- 
gation. His  Defence,  ns  will  be  seen, 
discovered  Tery  great  ability;  but,  what 
I^  am  most  pleased  with,  next  after  the 
righteous  verdict,  is,  that  Mr.  Perry  took 
the  Defence  upon  himself,  and  thereby  in- 
sured justice  t6  his  cause 1  see,  that 

the  report  of  the  Trial  is  to  be  published  in 
a  pamphlet ;  and  I  trust  it  will  be  univer- 
sally read. 

W-.  COBBETT. 

Botle^,  \U  Inarch,  1810. 


Mr.  RieHARDsoN  opened  the  plead'mgs 
in  this  case,  which  was  an  Information  for 
a  Libel  on  the  person  of  his  Majesty. 

The  Attorney-General  followed  on 
the  same  side.  He  had  felt  it  his  duty  to 
iile  an  Information  in  this  case  asainst 
Mr.  Lambert,  the  Printer  and  Publisher, 
and  Mr.  Perry,  the  Proprietor,  of  The 
Morning  Chronicle^  for  a  Paragraph  whicH 
appeared  in  that  Paper,  published  on  tlie 
2d  of  October  last,  containing  a  Libel 
against  the  person  of  his  Majesty.  As  it 
was  not  unusual  to  treat  all  eflbrts  to  check 
publications  of  this  kind  as  unjust  attempts 
to  break  in  upon  the  Liberty  of  tlie  Press, 
he  begged  leave  to  say  a  i^w  words  on 


given  to  others,  what  matters  it  in  what.  I  this  point.     A  free,  full,  and  open  discas- 
way  they  go? When  we  see  a  tox  *sion  of -every  m€;asure  connected  with  tht 


^^*  I  wish  to  state,  in  reference  to  the 
Tfote  at  page  275  of  this  volume,  that 
Mr.  Knight^s  offer  to  proceed  to  Wal- 
cheren  was  made  on  the  28th  of  August, 
Ifae  day  after  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  (the  per- 
son whom  he  thought  the  fittest  for  the 
^rvice,)  had  declined  ;  and  that  the  no- 
tification to  Mr.  Knight,  that  another  per-^ 
son  was  appointed  for  the  service,  was  not 
dated  till  the  30th. 

CJOURT  OP  KING»S  BENCH,  Fkb.  SS4. 

"Brfore  lard  Ellenborough  and  a  Special  Jury. 

LIBEL. 

THE  R1HC  9.  LAMR&RT  AND  ANOTHER. 
7%s/oUoaing  were  the  namet  9f  tke  Jury  txeern  :— 


Willmm  Lewit,  Biq. 
Charlei  Joom,  Esq.! 
Junes  lieatb,  Siq. 
Tbomas  Jeffries,  Gtq, 
Thomas  Wright,  Esq. 
'.Ckorge  Parkinson,  £aq« 


Henry  Woodgate,  Esq. 

Talesmen. 
Mr..Jolin  Horsman. 
Mr.  John  Brown. 
Mr.  Tboaias  Swift 
ifr.  bucAyrea. 


public  afTairs  of  the  country,  and  into  the 
conduct  and  measures  of  Government,  be 
was  far  from  refusing  to  the  conductors  of 
the  public  prints.  An  attempt  to  controui 
the  free  exercise  of  this  right,  he  should 
admit,  would  be  improper  and  unjust. 
On  that  liberty  some  of  our  best  privi- 
leges depended.  It  had  been  instrumental, 
in  former  days,  in  establishing  and  secor? 
ing  our  free  constitution ;  and  it  might, 
when  properly  directed,  be  the  means  of 
preserving  to  us  the  same  invaluable  bles- 
sing in  time  to  come.  It  was  not  for  any 
discussion  of,  or  animadversions  upon  the 
measures  of  Government,  that  the  present 
Information^  was  brought.  He  admitted 
that  a  free  discussion  of  such  subjects,  and 
generally  of  all  fair  subjects,  should  be 
allowed ;  and  even  though,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  right,  a  person  should  allow 
himself  to  be  carried  beyond  the  bounds 
.  of  discretion,  he  should  be  backward  to 
bring  such  a  case  under  the  cognizance 
of  a  Jury.  Those  who  knew  his  pi-actice 
would  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he 
never  took  advanta^  of  any  case  of  this 
kind,  where  it  could  be  supposed  to  have 
proceeded  only  from  indiscretion  or  inad* 
vertency.  But,  as  on  the  one  hand,  there^ 
should  be  a  full  and  free  discussion 
every  public  measure,  if  conducted  witht' 
decency,  and  confined  within  proper; 
bounds ;  so,  on  the  other,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  decorum  should  not  be  entirely 
violated,  tliat  due  regard  for  the  relations 
between  the  Sovereign  and  his  people  ' 
should  be  observed ;  and,  aboVe  all  things, 
it  was  essential  that  it  should  not  he  m 
the  power  of  any  man  to  tell  the  public 
that  there  vyere  blessings  which  they 
might  enjoy,  but  which  were  withheld 
from  them  b^  their  Sovereign,  and  to  th* 
p^SifMiOB  91  which  they  could  not  look 


< 


Digitized  by 


Google 


341] 


MARCH  S,  IHlO.^Libmi^qf^Prm. 


[84S 


'forward  till  the  accession  of  the  saccessor 
of  him  who  now  held  the  Throne.  No 
body  who  saw  sach  language  held,  could 
doubt  that  it  must  have  a  manifest  ten- 
dency to  alienate  and  destroy  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  towards  their  Sove^ 
l^i^n,  and  to  break  down  that  link  of  love 
\Fhicb  ought  to  connect  the  Sovereign  and 
bis  people  in  the  tenderesc  ties.  That 
such  was  the  tendency  of  the  publication 
in  queslidn  no  person  could  read  it  and 
«leny.  The  publication  was  extremely 
^bort,  and  tbe  Jury  coukl  hardly  miss  the 
sense  of  it  at  a  single  reading,  it  was  in 
these  words — *'  What  a  cfowd  of  blessings 
MUih.on  one's  mind  that  might  be  bestowed 
upon  the  country  in  the  event  of  a  total 
change  of  system.... '^  So  far  the  publica- 
tion was  politkal.  and,  therefore,  though 
be  could  not  agree  with  the  Defendants 
in  their  idea  uf  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  a  total  change  of  system,  he  did  not 
feel  himself  entitled,  consistently  with 
what  he  had  already  stated  as  to  the  right 
ot'  free  discussion  on  all  political  subjects, 
to  quarrel  with  them  for  their  opinions. 
It  might  be  honestly  their  opinion  that  a 
total  change  of  system  would  bestow  a 
crowd  of  blessings  on  the  country,  though 
it  was  not  his;  and  according  to  the  just 
latitude  of^discussion  which  the  Press  ought 
to  enjoy,  he  could  not  quarrel  wiih  them 
for  this  branch  of  the  record.  The  Paper, 
however,  then  proceeded  thus: — "of  all 
the  Mouarchf,  indeed,  since  the  Revolu- 
tion, the  successor  of  George  the  Third 
will  have  the  finest  opportunity  of  becom- 
ing nobly  popular."  In  other  words — - 
No  prospect  of  the  attainment  of  these 
blessings  which  thus  rush  on  one's  mind, 
opens  to  OS  during  the  reign  of  our  pre- 
sent Sovereign ;  they  can  only  be  looked 
for  on  the  accession  of  his  successor  to  the 
Throne ;  his  present  Majesty  and  his  life 
are  the  barriers  which  stand  between  his 
people  and  the  attainment  of  the  blessings 
alluded  to.  Tbos  fixing  the  era  for  tlie 
en^ymeut  of  these  blessings  to  be  the 
death  of  his  present  Majesty.  The  Attor- 
ney-General said  he  had  consumed  more 
words  than  were  necessary  on  this  occa- 
sion. It  was  impossible  to  read  the  pub- 
lication, and  not  declare  it  to  be  a  Libel. 

Mr.  Garbow  then  rose,  on  the  part  of 
the  Prosecution,  to  prove  the  prititing  and 
poblisfaing  of  the  paper  in  question. 

Mr.  PsaaT,  onejat  the  Defendants,  ad- 
dressed the  Court,  and  begged  leave  to 
say^  that  jf  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Learned  Connsel  to- prove  the  publication^ 


he  would,  with  his  Lordship's  permission, 
save  the  valuable  time  of  the  Court.  A$ 
it  had  ever  been  the  rule  of  the  Defendants 
to  hold  outan  unequivocal  responsibility  for 
the  conduct  of  the  Paper,  he  desired  to  be' 
understood/to  ^dmit,  that  Mr.  John  Lam* 
bert  was  the  Printer  of  The  Mormng  Chronic 
de,  and  that  he  himself  was  the  proprietor. 

Lord  J£llenbobough  said,  that  tt  was. 
perlectly  allowable  for  Mr.  Perry  to 
make  this  admission  for  himself ;  but  was 
he  also  empowered  to  make  it  for  the 
other  Defendant  ? 

Mr  Perry  said,  that  the  other  Defen- 
dant  stood  at  his  side. 

Mr.  Lambert  begged  leave  to  declare> 
that  he  admitted  the  fact  charged  in  the 
record,  that  he  was  the  Printer  of  'i)le 
Morning  ChronKle. 

Mr.  Attorney-General  then  desired 
that  the  Paragraph  in  The  Morning  Ckronp' 
ck,  of  the  'ind  October  last,  as  set  forth  in 
the  record,  might  be  read.  It  wias  read, 
and  is  as  follows:^- 

^'  What  a  crowd  of  blessings  rush  upon 
*'  one's  mini,  that  might  be  bestowed 
"  upon  the  country^  in  the  event  of  % 
"  total  change  of  system!  Of  all  Mo- 
"  narchs.  indeed,  since  the  Revolution, 
'*  the  Successor  of  George  the  Third 
'*  will  have  the  finest  opportunity  of 
"  becoming  nobly  popular.'^ 

Here  Mr.  Attornet-General  said  he 
closed  his  case. 

Mr.  Perry  then  stated,  that  there  were 
some  other  passages  in  the  same  paper 
bearing  u)>on  the  record,  and  lending  to 
explain  the  meaning  of  the  Defendants  in 
its  publication ,  that  he  presumed  he  had  a 
right  to  have  read  either  now  or  in  th# 
course  of  his  Defence.  And  he  respect- 
fully applied  to  the  Court  to  know  whe« 
ther  he  were  so  entitled. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  that  tmdeubt^ 
ediy  if  there  were  any  other  parts  of  the 
same  paper  upon  the  same  topic,  and  ap- 
pertaining to  it,  the  Defendants  had  % 
right  to  their  being  read ;  but  certainly 
he  could  not  admit  that  passages  and 
paragraphs  totally  foreign  to  the  subject 
of  tl&  record  should  be  read,  or  could  be 
in  any  way  made  applicable  to  their  De* 
fen  c  e.  1  f  th  e  re  were  passages  of  the  same 
paper^  clearly  and  maoilestly  tending  to 
shew  the  intention  and  nHnd  of  the  Defen- 
dants as  to  this  specific  paragraph,  Mr»^ 
Perry  had  a  right  to  have  them  read  either 
now  or  in  the  course  of  his  Defence,  as  he 
might  thiitk  tbe  one  course  er  the  otbir 
most  advantageous  to  his  argument. 
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Mr.  Perry  respectfully  thanked  the 
Court,  and  said  he  would  take  occasion  to 
refer  to  the  passages  in  the  course  of  what 
he  should  have  to  ofier  in  justification  of 
his  friend  Mr.  Lambert  and  himself. 

DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Perry  then  addressed  the  Jury,  as 
nearly  as  he  can  himself  recollect,  to  the 
following  purport  : 

My  Lord,  and  GaUlemen  qf  tite  Jwy, 

In  presenting  myself  personally  to  you 
this  day,  I  am  moved  by  various  con- 
siderations; some  of  them  growing  out  of 
the  nature  of  the  cause  itself,  and  peculiar 
to  it;  some  of  them  of  a  more  general 
nature,  but  bearing  with  a  heavy  weight 
on  my  own  feelings.  I  am  sure  that  if  I 
could  faithfully  describe  the  motives  of 
both  kinds  that  press  upon  me  to  this  un- 
usual course,  they  would  be  duly  appre- 
ciated by  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  on 
the  Bench,  and  by  yourselves.  By  the 
very  nature  of  this  cause,  <and  by  the  line 
of  argument  and  inference  which  I  antici- 
pated in  my  own  mind  that  his  Majesty's 
Attorney-General  would  take,  I  felt  a 
degree  of  delicacy  and  embarrassment  in 
reauesting  the  assistance  of  the  Honour- 
able and  Learned  Gentleman  who  holds  a 
retainer  for  me,  and  who  by  his  place 
within  the  bar  of  this  Court,  would  have 
had  the  conduct  of  our  Defence.  I  am 
confident  that  in  the  just  and  manly  spirit 
of  the  British  bar,  the  Learned  Gentleman 
would  have  flung  aside  every  feeling  but 
that  of  his  professional  duty — and  I  am 
sure,  also,  that  in  the  estimation  of  every 
fair  and  honourable  mind  he  would  have 
been  able  to  exert  the  full  vigour  of  his 
splendid  talents,  with  a  perfect  and  con- 
sistent regard  to  the  discharge  of  his  poli- 
tical duties. , 

Of  this  truth,  that  no  persona]  considerar 
tionsare  ever  sufiered  to  interfere  with  the 
professional  exertions  of  the  Learned  Gen- 
tlemen of  this  bar,  I  am  in  the  sincerity  of 
my  heart  convinced,  and  I  have  always 
admired  the  just  eulogium  that  was  passed 
upon  them  by  a  great  and  illustrious 
lawyer  who  was  once  their  ornament, 
and  it  still,  thank  God,  their  model — I 
mean  Lord  Erskine,  who,  when  Mr.  Stock- 
dale,  a  perfect  stranger,  and  a  person  ad- 
verse in  political  opinions,  applied  to  him 
for  his  assistance  in  a  cause  m  which  he 
had  given  offence  to  Mr.  Erskine's  own 
political  friends,  the  eloquent  advocate 
expressed  himself  in  the  following  words : 

f' A,  trust  apparently  so  delicate  and 


"  singular,  vanity  is  but  too  apt  to  whisper 
'*  an  application  of  to  some  fancied  merit 
'*  of  one's  own;  but  it  is  proper  for  the 
"  honour  of  thfr  English  Bar  that  tho 
"  world  should  know  such  things  happen 
"  to  all  of  us  daily  and  of  course. 

"  Happy,  indeed,  is  it  for  this  country, 
"  that  whatever  interested  divisions  may 
"  characterise  other  places,  of  which  I 
"  may  have  occasion  to  speak  to-day,  how- 
"  ever  the  councils  of  the  highest  depart* 
"  ments  of  the  State  may  be  occasionally 
"  distracted  by  personal  considerations, 
"  they  never  enter  these  walls  to  disturb 
**  the  administration  of  justice  :  whatever 
**  may  be  our  public  principles,  or  tht 
*'  private  habits  of  our  lives,  they  never 
"  cast  even  a  shade  across  the  path  of  our 
*'  professional  duties. 

"  If  this  be  the  characteristic  even  of 
"  the  bar  of  an  English  Court  of  Justice, 
''what  sacred  impartiality  may  not  every 
"  man  expect  from  its  Jurors  and  its 
"  Bench." 

Such  was  the  just  and  noble  eulogium 
of  that  distinguished,  orator,  who  was  in 
himself  a  shining  example  of  the  imparti- 
ality he  ascribed  to  all.  I  subscribe  to 
every  word  of  it ;  and  it  does  not  belong 
to  the  learned  profession  only,  but  is  to  be 
found  in  the  heart  and  pi^ctic«  of  every 
one  of  the  liberal  professions  of  England. 
1  may  be  permitted  to  state  a  m(^  hononr- 
able  instance  of  the  same  feeling  which  I 
had  from  the  I  ips  of  an  immortal  hero,  who 
by  the  most  anectionate testimonies  of  bis 
regard  down  almost  to  the  last  hour  of  his 
glorious  life,  did  mc  the  honour  to  call  me 
his  friend.  When  Lord  Nelson  received 
from  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the 
last  commission  "  to  conquer,  burn,  sink, 
"  and  destroy,  the  fleets  of  our  enemy," 
whkh  he  executed  to  the  letter,  the  book  of 
the  captains  of  the  British  fleet  was  put  into 
his  bands  by  the  Board  to  chuse  his  offi- 
cers. It  was  a  proper  deference  on  their 
parts.  It  was  nobly  answered  upon  his. 
He  returned  the  book  unopened,  and  told 
them  to  chose  whom  they  pleased  ;  for, 
''  though  there  might  be  distinctions  as  to 
**  experience  and  endomnents,  as  in  the 
"  order  of  Providence  we  were  not  all  made 
"alike;  yet  in  point  of  gallantry,  of 
"  promptitude,  of  zeal>  and  of  self-devo- 
''  tion,  there  was  not  a  captain  of  the  Bri- 
''  tish  fleet  with  wham  he  wpuki  notchear* 
"  fully  sail,  and  in  whom  he  would  not 
"  safely  confide,  not  only  bis  own  honour, 
''  but  the  glory  of  his  Sovereign^  and  the 
"  security  of  the  State.'* 
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•  If,  therefore.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I 
had  thought  myself  justified  in  a  cause  tn 
which  the  record  charges  the  other  De- 
fendant and  myself  with  an  attempt  to 
bring  the  sacred  person  of  the  King  into 
disrepute,  to  Apply  to  my  Counsel  in  the 
particular  situation  in  which  he  stands 
(Mr.  Jekyll,  Solicitor-General  to  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales)  I  am 
confident  that  the  Learned  Gentleman, 
and  my  other  most  able  and  esteemed 
Counsel  (Mr.  Raine)  would  have  arduously, 
honestly,  and  much  more  successfully 
than,  I  fear,  I  shall  be  able  to  do  for 
myself,  have  defended  Mr.  Lambert  and 
me  this  day.  But  I  felt  that  I  could  not 
with  propriety  make  the  application;  and 
neither  the  rules  of  this  Court,  nor  the 
niles  of  honour,  that  have  always  actuated 
my  conduct,  would  permit  me  to  overlook 
my  engagement ;  and  the  respect  vvhich  I 
bear  for  the  honour,  the  talents,  and  the 
Integrity  of  thisbar,will  ever  prevent  me 
from  going  to  other  Coui-ts  to  look  for  as< 
distance  here. 

But,  Gentlemen,  I  should  not  have  ven- 
tured to  present  myself  to  your  attention 
if  there  had  been  any  thing  in  the  cause 
of  an  intricate  or  of  a  complicated  nature 
— if^  there  had  been  any  intendoes  to  be 
disputed — aay  special  pleading  to  be  en- 
countered— any  question  of  law  to  be  argu- 
ed— any  witnesses  to  be  cross- questioned 
'—^r,  indeed,  any  thing  but  a  plain,  naked, 
simple  proposition,  which  it  is  only  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  shew  you,  was  innocently 
pnblbhed.  I  am  not  come  here  with  the 
impertinent  design  of  attempting  to  make 
a  speech,  in  which  I  should  only  succeed 
in  displaying  my  presuinption  and  my 
folly — in  whtch  I  should  only  more  surely 
incur,  because  I  should  more  richly  de- 
•erve,  the  ridicule  to  which  the  man  who 
pleads  his  own  cause  is  -  always  subject — 
and  which,  I  assure  you,  I  nave  myself 
sufiered  in  no  ordinary  degree,  even  in  the 
ttreetSi  from  my  friends,  and  from  stran- 
giers,  since  my  determination  was  known ; 
and  which  in  some  instances  would  have 
a£fected  my  spirits,  if  any  thing  could 
have  shaken  the  steady  purpose  of  my 
mind,  when  supported  by  the  conscious 
rectitude  of  my  heart.  But  there  is  nothing. 
Gentlemen,  that  I  mean  to  try  so  little  as 
to  captivate  your  understandings  by  the 
afiectation  of  eloquence,  that  would,  even 
if  I  had  the  gift  or  the  practice  of  speaking, 
be  out  of  place;  since  nothing  can  be 
more  unseemly  than  for  a  person  in  my 
iito^iou  to  usurp  a  proyince  to  which  he 


does  not  belong  ;  for  after  all,  man  is  like 
a  pl^nt,  which  when  transplanted  into  a 
soil  foreign  to  its  habits,  will  feel  the 
change,  will  shrink  into  itself,  will  droop, 
will  bend  its  head >  until  the  mil(]nes.<of 
the  climate,  and  the  chearing  influence  of 
the  sun  shall  revivify  and  freshen  whatever 
native  vigour  it  may  possess. 

And,  Gentlemen,  even  with  all  the 
simplicity  of  the  cause,  and  with  the  sim- 
plicity which  it  is  my  resolution  to  observer 
in  treating  it,  I  should  not  have  come  here 
if  it  hud  been  of  any  kiiidor  quality  but 
what  it  is.  If  it  had  been  a  pretended 
libel  on  an  individual,  of  which  I  trust  I 
am  also  incapable,  but  which  in  an  hour 
of  negligence,  or  by  accident,  (for  it 
could  happen  by  no^  other  means),  had 
gained  admittance,  we  should  have  suf- 
fered judgment  to  goby  default;  for  we 
shall  be  ever  as  ready  to  acknowledge  a 
fault  as  we  are  careful  to  avoid  one.  If  it 
had  been  an  attack  only  on  the  King's 
Ministers,  which  I  often  assume  the  right 
to  make,  I  should  with  confidence,  and  so 
would  my  inseparable  co-adjutor  and 
friend  Mr.  Lambert,  have  left  our  vindi- 
cation to  the  Learned  Gentlemen  who 
would  have  done  us  the  honour  to  exert 
themselves  in  our  protection ;  hut  when  it 
is  charged  on  the  record,  that  we  bad 
"  unlawfully,  wickedly  and  maliciously 
**  devised  and  intended  to  bring  his  Ma- 
"  jesty's  sacred  person  into  great  and 
"  public  hatred  and  contempt;"  we  feel  that 
nothing  can  deliver  us  from  the  horror  of 
such  a  charge  but  by  exposing  ourselves 
feirly  to  you,  in  the  tace  of  our  country, 
that  you  may  observe,  examine  and  try  \ib  . 
with  all  thf  intelligence,  all  the  acuteness, 
and  all  the  authority  that  belong  to  you 
in  this  public  tribunal. — Oh  that  you  had 
the  power  of  God,  as  you  have  the  power 
of  the  country,  to  look  into  our  breasts^ 
and  to  search  our  hearts,  to  see  whether 
^ere  lurks  in  any  part  of  the  bosom  of 
eitherj  any  dark,  malignant,  traitorous 
feeling,  that  would  dispose  us  to  use,  if 
we  could  with  safety,  the  powerful  instru- 
ment in  our  hands  to  brin^  even  into 
disrepute  the  sacred  name  of  the  Sove- 
reign, under  whose  beneficent  reign  I 
have  myself  lived  during  the  whole  period 
of  my  conscious  existence!  1*his  divine 
power  of  truly  searching  the  heart  is  not 
given  to  man;  bdt  it  is  something  on  our 
part  to  expose  ourselves,  nakedly  and 
alone,  without  guile,  without  aid,  without 
Counsel,  to  the  critical  observations  and 
scratinyi  which  twelve  discerning  men. 
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Freeholders  of  the  County  in  which  we 
live,  intere&ted  in  preserving  the  blessings 
we  enjoy,  skilful  and  experienced  in  the 
characters  of  their  fellow-citizens,  may 
feel  it  to  be  their  duty,  and  niay  be  able 
by  their  intelligence  and  penetration  to 
detect,  if  the  crime  alledged  against  us  be 
covered  under  the  most  artful  disguise. 
Gentlemen,  you  will  have,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Noble  and  Learned  Judge 
on  the  bench,  to  exercise  your  faculties 
in  discovering  the  mind  and  intention  with 
which  we  published  the  words  charged  on 
the  record — by  the  whole  tenor  of  our 
lives — from  the  general  sentiment  and 
character  of  the  Paper  that  we  publish — 
and  particularly  from  the  contents  of  the 
Paper  in  which'  the  solitary  paragraph 
complained  of  appears,  and  which,  if  you 
should  have  occasion  to  quit  that  Box, 
yovi  will  receive,  and  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  read. 

Jam  sure,  that  after  having  looked  at 
the  context  which  the  Noble  and  Learned 
Lord  has  been  so  indulgent  as  to  permit 
me  to  desire  to  ^be  read  in  its  proper 
place,  you  will  be  satisfied  and  convinced 
that  the  interpretation  put  upon  it  on 
the  record,  and  still  more  in  the  speech 
of  his  Majesiy's  Attorney-General,  is  not 
the  true  sense,  nor  that  which  can  be 
borne  out  by  any  fair,  legitimate  or  sound 
deduction. 

Let  me  state.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  the 
record  and  the  sense  put  upon  it  by  the 
honourable  and  leacned  Attorney-Gene- 
It  charges  Mr.  Lambert  the  Printer, 
and  myself  the  Proprietor  of  Vte  Morn- 
ing Ckrwick,  as  "  being  seditious,  ma- 
"  licious,  ill-disposed  persons,  greatly  dis- 
''  affected  to  our  present  Sovereign  Lord, 
"  George  the  Third,  and  to  his  Adminis- 
"  tration  of  the  Government  of  this  King- 
"  dom — And  that  we  did,  unlawfully, 
"  wickedly,  and  maliciously  devising, 
f*  designing  and  intending  as  much  as  in 
*'  u<}  lay,  to  bring  our  said  Lord  the  King 
"  and  his  Administration  of  the  Govern- 
*'  ment  of  this  Kingdom;  and  the  persons 
*'  employed  by  him  in  the  Administration 
^  of  the  Government,  into  great  and  pub- 
^  lie  hatred  and  contempt  among  all  his 
**  liege  subjects,  and  to  alienate  and 
"  withdraw  from  our  said  Lord  the  King, 
"  the  cordial  love  and  affection,  true  and 
^  due  obedience,  fidelity,  and  allegiance 
*'  of  his  subjects,  publish'  &c."  This  is  the 
•fience  charged,  and  the  words  set  forth 
in  the  record  are  the  means  we  used — all 
the  means  and  nothing  but  the  means,  to 


accomplish    these  tremendous  purposes. 

Short  as  the  paragraph  is,  it  is  divided 
into  two  parts  or  propositions,  and  hi« 
Majesty's  Attorney  General  has  fairly, 
candidly,  and  ingenuously  taken  them 
separately  ;  ibr  the  sake  of  distinction 
and   accuracy. 

He  declares  that  he  has  been  induced  to 
lay  this  information  ec  qficio,  because  the 
paragraph  complained  of,  contains  in  bis 
mind  a  direct  attack  upoa  his  Majesty's 
person  ;  and  that  this  is  a  thing  so  contrary 
to  the  fair,  just,  and  full  liberty  of  the 
press,  that  with  every  respect  for  that 
sacred  and  inestimable  privilege  he  could 
not,  consistently  with  his  duty,  orerlook 
this  monstrous  departure  from  iu  Mr. 
Attorney  General  then  proceeds  to  ex* 
plain  what  he  means  by,  and  what  he 
conceives  to  be  the  free  and  genuine 
liberty  of  the  English  press.  He  declares 
it  to  be  the  right  of  free  discussion  in 
print — the  right  of  free,  fair,  and  full 
inquiry  into  the  administration  of  public 
affairs — into  the  conduct  of  public  mei^ 
in  the  administration  of  public  afikirs — 
and  generally  and  freely  into  the  written 
and  printed  discussion  of  all  matters,  to- 
pics, and  things  connected  vrith  and  con- 
tributory to  tne  state  and  happiness  of 
man  in  society — provided  always  that 
such  discussion  shall  be  kept  within  th^ 
bounds  of  temperance  and  morality ; 
and  he  solemnly  and  honourably  declares, 
which  I  firmly  believe,  that  he  would 
oppose  any  endeavours  that  should  be 
made  to  controul  it,  for  to  that  liberty  and 
to  the  noble  exercise  of  it  we  are  indebted 
for  every  blessing  that  our  forefathers  ob- 
tained, and  for  the  preservation  of  these 
blessings  to  the  present  day. 

Gentlemen,  I  subscribe  to  the  definitioo 
of  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General.  I  ac- 
cept of  it  as  of  all  that  I  desire — In  my 
own  name  and  in  that  of  all  the  Jour- 
nalists of  England,  I  accept  of  and  re-^ 
cognize  the  boundaries  which  he  has 
stated  for  the  liberty  of  the  press.  It  is 
a  scope  sufficient  for  every  good  purpose 
of  legitimate  freedom — sufficient  to  admit 
of  a  vigilant  and  unequivocal  censure  of 
mal^- administration,  and  of  incapable,,  in- 
dolent, misguided  or  corrupt  Ministers; 
to  exercise  a  free  spirit  of  inquiry  on 
every  sul^ect  of  religion,  science,  and 
morals,  that  can  interest  a  people  living  tra- 
der a  Constitution  of  freedom,  and  desir- 
ous of  perpetuating  the  blessings  thsy 
enjoy.  Oh  I  that  the  same  freedom  of  the 
press  were  extended  to  every  part  and 
portion  of  the  inhabited  globe !  We  should 
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then  bear  no  more  of  a  people  sitting  su- 
pine while  their  Goverament  is  attacked 
—of  ancient  Monarchies  being  overthrown, 
or  of  new  tyrannies  being  triumphant! 

The  Learned  Gentleman  handsomely 
and  properly  follows  up  this  definition  by 
an  ackuowiedsement  which  saves  me  this 
day  some  trouble,  and  saves  the  Court  and 
yoQ  some  time,  for' he  at  once  admits  that 
the  first  branch  of  the  text  which  forms  a 
part  of  the  record,  is  within  the  scope  of 
the  liberty  which  he  thinks  legitimate.  I 
thank  him  for  the  fair  and*candid  conces- 
sion. It  is  worthy  of  the  high  and  distin- 
guished situation  which  he  holds:  and 
becoming  an  honourable  and  constitu- 
tional lawyer.  He  fairly  admits  that  to 
say  **  a  crowd  of  blessmgs  might  flow 
'*  fi^m  a  total  change  of  system^'  is  fair, 
because,  though  it  is  not  his  opinion,  it 
may  be  honestly  mine.  And  if  upon  an 
elcamination  and  review  of  the  measures 
of  the  King's  Ministers,  or  of  any  depart- 
ment of  his  Administration,  a  writer  shall 
tee  cause  for  animadversion  and  censure, 
he  thinks  it  within  the  fair  and  just  pre- 
cincts of  freedom  that  he  should  publish 
his  thoughts.  He,  therefore,  does  not  as- 
cribe to  this  branch  of  the  sentence  the 
epithets  that  are  upon  the  record.  He 
does  not  certainly  think  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  as  it  appears  that  I  think  of 
them,  but  he  gives  me  credit  for  a  fair  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  and  for  honestly  think- 
-ing  what  T  have  openly  said.  How  the 
Learned  Gentleman,  with  the  conviction 
on  his  mind,  of  the  innoc  :nce  of  this 
branch  of  the  sentence,  could  yet  put  it 
on  the  fecord,  and  apply  to  it  all  the  se- 
vere epithets  of  charge  that  stand  against 
us,  it  is  for  him  to  explain.  It  is  not  pos- 
sible for  nie  to  divine  the  cause,  unless  the 
Learned  Gentleman  should  think  this 
branch  of  the  sonlcnce,  necessary  to  intro- 
duce the  second,  as  tending  to  its  expla- 
nation. 

But,  Gentlemen,  I  thank  him  for  ex- 
empting me  from  the  necessity  of  shewing 
you  what  I  m^ant  by  a  change  of  sys- 
tem. It  would  have  become  me  to  have 
shewn  you,  who  are  loyal  subjects  of 
your  Sovereign,  that  by  a  change  of 
system  I  did  not  mean  a  change  in 
the  frame  of  our  Constitution  or  of  our 
Government — God  forbid — and  even  the 
Most  suspected  part  of  the  sentence  would 
protect  me  from  that  charge,  because  it 
speaks  of  the  regular  descent  of  the  Mo- 
narchy to  a  legitimate  successor;  but  I 
am  relieved  at  once  and  for  ever  from  all 
anxiety^  and  from  all  doubt  upon  this  point ; 


and  I  should  be  in  a  most  perilooa  situa- 
tion indeed,  if  il  were  otherways,  for  in* 
stead  of  my  being  able  to  adduce  the  uni- 
form tenor  and  practice  of  my  life,  to  jus- 
tify me  from  the  imputation  oast  upon 
me  for  the  last  branch  of  the  sentence,  my 
whole  life  would  be  an  almost  unintisr^ 
fupted  series  of  transgressions  under  Uw 
first. 

For,  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  do  diflbr 
with  the  Honourable  and  Learned  Geiitl*^ 
man  as  to  the  character  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  as  often  and  as  long,  as  I  have 
seen  the  Administration  of  his  Majesty's 
afi&irs  in  such  hands,  and  so  conducted,  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  say,  that  a  total 
change  of  system  would  bestow  a  crowd 
of  blessings  on  his  Majesty  and  on  his 
People.  It  has  been  my  creed — it  has 
been  my  invariable  object,  to  state  and  to 
instil  it  into  the  minds  of  my  fellow-sab- 
jects ;  and  happy  would  it  have  been  for 
us  all,  if  I  had  been  as  successful  as  I  have 
*been  industrious !  For,  Gentlemen,  I  have 
done  it  daily — three  hundred  and  thirteeil 
times  a  year — for  three  and  thirty  years 
of  my  life  have  I  proclaimed,  that  a  total 
change  of  system  would  bestow  a  crowd  of 
blessings  on  the  country.  It  was  clearly 
and  perfectly  known  what  I  meant  by  a 
change  of  system— that  I  meant  a  change 
of  measures,  together,  undoubtedly,  with 
a  change  of  men,  as  a  security  to  the 
country  for  a  change  of  measures  ■  and 
that  the  phrase  meant  no  more,  than  lo 
impress  upon  the  public  mind  this  great, 
undeniable  Whig  doctrine,  that  the  true 
magnificence,  solidity  and  power  of  the 
British  Throne  required  that  the  frfo 
choice  of  the  King  in  the  appointment  of 
his  Government  should  be  strengthened 
by  the  opinion  and  confidence  of  bis  peo- 
ple. Now,  in  the  whole  of  the  eventful 
period  of  my  political  life  (into  which 
there  have  been  crowded  more  victsutudes 
of  human  fortune — more  awful  admoni- 
tions to  Princes — and  more  important  les- 
sons to  mankind,  than  ever  were  known  in 
any  other  portion  of  time),  there  never 
was  one  when  the  truth  of  the  above 
maxim  could  be  proclaimed  with  ft  ENire 
seasonable,  a  more  lively,  or  a  more  nr- 
gent  interest,  than  on  Monday,  the  2d  day 
of  October  last,  the  day  laid  in  the  record 
for  the  oflfence. 

But  the  Learned  Gentleman  sayfl(,  mqst 
generously,  that  he  does  not  quarrel  with 
me  as  to  my  opinimi  of  his  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Ministers,  and  as  to  my  wish  for-  a 
change  of  system — nor  as  to  my  idea  of 
the  blessings  that  would  flow  firom  it.    It 
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may  be  my  opinion,  tbous^h  it  i«  liot  his— 
but  that  which  he  complains  of  is  the  time 
that  I  hold  out  to  the  country  as  the  only 
period  when  they  may  hope  to  eiyoy  the 
blessings  that  would  flow  from  auch  a 
change— and  he  says  that  I  mean  to  insi- 
nuate th;ait  no  such  hope  can  be  enter- 
taimid  during  the  life  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty— but  that  I  proceed  to  state  it  may' 
be  expected  from  the  Successor  of  George 
-the  Third.  Having  conjured  up  this 
phantoBkof  an  insinuation,  he  very  pro- 
perly dresses  it  in  the  garb  of  terror  to 
aifright  your  loyalty,  and  to  impress  upon 
your  minds  the  mo;st  horrible  images  of 
civil  discord-— of  the  links  of  love  thaf 
bind  the  Sovereign  to  the  people  and  the 
people  to  the  Sovereign  being  broken — 
and  that  the  country  is  to  be  condemned 
4o  anarchy,  because  the  King's  life  is  set 
up  between  them  and  their  bop^s.of  hap- 
(piness!  All  this  is  dreadful — but  where 
•does  the  Learned  Gontieman  fhd  all  this  ? 
Not  in  the  record,  for  there  is  not  an  mw- 
^do  to  that  ei}cct.  U  is  really  hard  upon 
Mr.  Lambert  and  my  self  that  the  Attorney 
General  should  accfuit  us  of  what  he  tinds 
upon  his  own  record*  and  then  charge  us 
Tvith  an  insinuation  that  is  not  to  be  mund 
there.  Whence  does  he  draw  the  infer- 
ence that  be  now  puts  upon  the  phrase  ? 
Not  from  the  simple  words,  for  they  con- 
tain iio^uch  meaning — and  not  from  the 
oontext,  as  I  shall  have  the  honour  to 
«hew  you  when  I  call  your  attention  to 
.'the  passages  in  the  same  paper,  which 
the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  permits  me 
to  call  for  and  put  in  as  part  of  my  De- 
fence. 

But  first.  Gentlemen,  give  me  leaye  to 
call  back  your  recollection  to  the  period 
of  time,  and  to  the  very  curious  and  in- 
teresting circumstances  at  the  time  of  this 
publicatton.  Gentlemen,  it  was  imme- 
diately after  the  failure  of  our  most  nota- 
ble and  most  calamitous  Expedition  to 
Walcheren,  when  almost  every  family  in 
this  kingdom  were  covered  with  sorrow 
«t  the  woeful  certainty  of  the  loss  of  a 
husband,  a  son,  a  brother,  or  a  friend,  ^t 
with  the  still  more  agonizing  aupreheij- 
eions  of  the  loss  which  they  dreaoedeyery 
post  would  bring  tbem-^Not  losses  from 
the  f^te  of  battle,  where  death  even  to 
those  that  are  nearest  in  blood  to  the  suf- 
ferer, brings  with  it  the  consolation  of  the 
fflory  that  shines  over  the  grave,  but  losses 
from  the  most  cruel  neglect  of  the  means 


by  which  they  might  have  been  avoided. 
It  was  wh^n  the  cabab  and  distractkws  of 
the  King*s  Cabinet  had  broken  out,  ailer 
private  treachery,  into  the  scaddal  of 
public  duelling — It  was  on  the  total  dis- 
organisation of  the  King's  Goveroment, 
when,  humbled  and  mortified  into  a  just 
but  temporary  sense  of  their  own  incapa- 
city>  they  had  made  a  proposition  to  uvo 
great  and  illustrious  Stfitesmen  to  support 
their  tottering  fabric.  Gentlemen,  this 
paragraph  made  its  appearance  on  the 
very  day  when  the  fir>t  faithful  narrative 
of  that  overture  to  a  negociaiioa  was  com- 
municated to  the  public  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

It  fortunately  happens  to  my  friend  and 
me,  that  there  will  be  found  in  the  columis 
of  the  same  identical  paper^  ample  proof 
of  the  mind  and  intention  with  which  the 
paragraph  on  the  record  was  inserted— 
for,  you  will  please  to  observe,  that  we 
are  not  charged  with  the  writing  of  i«. 
That  is  no  part  of  the  imputation,  for,  in 
point  of  fact,  it  was  a  paramph  copied 
from  another  journal,  which  is  the  uniform 
practice  of  all  Editors,  when  they  see  any 
thing  that  coincides  with,  or  serves  to 
corroboi-ate  their  own  sentiments,  or  that 
puts  an  idea  in  a  new  light.  We  are  not 
striving  to  shelter  ourseWes  fifiom  our  direct 
responsibility  fe>r  every  part  of  the  paper, 
written  or  copied,  by  this  statement,  but 
to  account  to  you  for  a  distinction  which 
you  may  observe  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  passages  that  I  shall  refer  you  to,  and 
this  paragraph,  are  presented  to  the  public 
eye.  It  is  no  more  than  a  distinction 
which  belongs  to  the  roechanio  part  of 
the  composition  of  a  newspaper.  That 
which  is  our  own,  or  that  which  is  new-^ 
that  which  is  important,  or  that  which  is 
peculiar  to  ourselves,  we  display  in  space, 
or  in  a  different  character  from  that  which 
is  borrowed,  and  that  which  may  be  in 
every  other  paper  as  well  as  our  own. 
With  this  distinction.  Gentlemen,  yon  will 
view  the  whole  paper — and  you  will  see 
whether  the  passages,  to  which  I  shall 
point  your  attention^  which  precede  this 
in  point  of  place,  though  separated  from  it 
—are  not  bona  Jidc  connected  with  it  in 
sense,  though  disjoined  in  situation;  and 
whether  they  will  not  lead  your  judgment 
to  form  a  true  estimate  of  the  mind  and 
intention  with  which  we  admitted  this 
tailpiece  to  the  narrative. 

(To  be  continued,) 
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There  is  a  sinecure  place,  which  is,  at  present,  held  by  the  Eakl  of  Buckinghamj^iirb  (late  Lord 
Hobart),  which  place  is  worth  •£^.11,094,  or,  in  words,  eleven  thousand  and  ninehf-fuur  pounds,  a  year. 
The  rerersion  of  this  enomious  salary,  that  is  to  say,  the  possession  of  it  after  the  present  possessor*» 
death,  has  been  obtained  and  secored  by  Lord  Hahowickb,  not  only  for  himself  during  hb  life,  but, 
beyond  that,  fat  the  lives  of  his  two  sons ;  and,  this  Lord  Hardwicke  is»  as  the  reader  will  recollect,  <» 
brother  of  Mr.  Charlss  Yoikb. 

Mo.  Charges  YoR KB,  of  whom  the  public  has,  within  the  last  twelve  months,  beard  somach;  that 
Mr.  Char.'es  Yorke,  who,  upou  Mr.  Wardle's  opening  of  the  Charges  against  onr  late  Chieftain,  S9lemnly 
declared  hi*  belief  that  there  was  a  Jacobinical  Conspiracy  on  foot  against  the  illostrious  House  of  Bruns- 
wick; that  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  who,  from  the  moment  the  Walcheren  Inquiry  began,  moved  the 
Standing  Order  for  shutting  the  Debate  Reporters  oat  of  the  Gallery;  that  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  who, 
when  a  motion  was  made  for  Inquiry,  which  motion  was  opposed  by  the  minister,  declared  that  ha 
thought  it  his  duty  to  stand  by  the  minbter,  because  the  minister  had  resolved  to  stand  by  the  king; 
aye,  that  very  ^^r.  Charles  Yorke,  hns,  within  thts  week,  received  through  the  hands  of  that  sama 
minister,  a  grant,  for  life,  of  a  sinecure  place,  (or  place  where  nothing  is  to  be  done)  called  a  Telletship . 
oftfaeExcbaquer,  worth  «£.  2,700  a  year  ^  that  is  to  say,  he  has  thus  secured,  for  his  whole  lifetime, 
/{to  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds  a  year  lo  be  paid  to  him  out  of  the  taxes,  raised  upon  the  people  ti 
England. 
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To  THE  Independent  Freeholdees 

OF  THE 

County  of  Cambridge. 
Letter  I. 
Gentlemen  : 

Mr.  Charles  Yorke^i  having  obtatned  a 
g^-aitt  of  a  Sinecure  Place  has  put  it  in 
your/  power  to  do  more  good,  ot  more 
harm,  to  the  cause  of  public  liberty,  than 
it  has,  for  many  years  past,  been  in  the 
power  of  any  part  of  this  kingdom  to  do, 
or  to  leare  undone  ;  and,  as  your  conduct, 
Bp6Q  this  interesting  occasion,  must  af- 
fect, in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the 
whole  of  your  countrymen,  you  will  not, 
I  hope,  think  it  an  act  of  presumption  in 
me  to  state  to  you  a  few  of  those  reasons, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  prevent 
you  from  re-electing  your  late  Member. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  remind  the  far  greater  part  of  you,  that 
bis  Majesty's  family  came  not  to  the 
throne  of  this  country  in  virtue .  of  Hneai 
latent ;  but,  that  they  were  raised  to  that 
throne  by  Act  of  Parliament,  which  set 
aside  the  direct  detcendcmts,  and  put  his 
Majesty's  family  in  their  place.  This  the 
P^ple  of  England  did  because  their  rights 
«ad  been  trampled  on  by  the  kings  of 
<he  House  of  S^uaet,  and  because  they 
thought,  that  those  rights  would  be  pre- 
served under  the  House  of  Brunswick. 
Alt,  wben  they  made  this  change,  they 
did  not  make  it  without  conditions.  An 
Act  was  passed,  which  is  commonly  called 
4«  Act  of  Settlivint  ;  but  whith  is  «o- 


— ^ . [SH 

titled  "An  Act  for  further  limiting  the 
Crovm,and  bcUer  securing  the  rigfus  and  //- 
berties  qf  the  people."  This  Act  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  Statement,  or  rather. 
Declaration  of  the  Conditions,  upon  which 
the  House  of  Brunswick  shall  enjoy  tho 
throne  of  these  realms;  and,  amongst 
these  conditions  there  is  this :  "  That  no  ■. 
"  person,  who  has  an  qfics  or  place  qfproJU 
"  under  the  king,  or  receives  a  pension  from> 
"  the  Crown,  shall  be  capable  qf  serving  as  a 
*•  member  qfthe  House  <f  Commonu*"  Now, 
this  provision  having  been  introduced  into 
such  an  Act  of  Parliament,  an  act  the 
most  important,  perhaps,  that  ever  wa» 
passed,  clearly  shows,  how  anxious  our 
forefathers  were  to  prevent  members  of 
parliament  from  being  under  the  influence, 
of  the  Crown.  This  provision  was,  how- 
ever>  done  away  by  a  subsequent  Act  of 
Parliament,  passed  at  a  time  when  the 
people  were  less  alive  to  their  interesta 
and  their  honour;  and,  accordingly,  we 
now  see  a  very  great  abundance  of  pen^ 
sianers  as  wfji  as  placemen  seated  in  tho 
Commons'  Hpase  of  Parliament;  but,  still, 
those  who  parsed  th^  act,  by  which  thi$ 
wholesome  provision  was  repealed,  were 
afraid  or  ashamed,  to  go  the  full  length  of 
at  once  opening  the  door  to  placemen  and 
pensioners,  without  check  or  controul, 
and,  therefore,  while  they  permitted 
placemen  and  pensioners  to  be  chosea 
members  and  sit  in  the  House,  they  had 
the  decency  to  provide,  tliat  when  any 
man  eficr  bis  election,  became  a  placeman 
or  a  pensioner,  he  should  quit  his  sea^ 
and  tbould  not,  of  course,  re*jentfr  thft 
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unless  he  was  re-elected  by  his 
former  cirfttituents,  or  by  some  other 
bo4y  of  elector*. 

The  reesoning,  upon  which  this  mea- 
sure was  attempted  to  bejustifi^d^  was  this; 
That,  aU  that  any  one  could  ask  for,  on  the 
part  of  the  people,  was,  that  they  should 
Mx>e  their  choice ;  that,  by  sending  the  placed 
or  pensioned  man  back  to  them,  the  power 
of  rejecting  him  was  gixen  to  them  ;  and, 
that,  if  they  re-chose  him,  it  was  clear 
that  they  liked  to  have  a  place-man  or  pen- 
sioner  for  thdr  repreaemtative.  How  falla- 
cious, generalfy  speaking,  was  this  sort  of 
reasoning,  I  need  hardly  point  out  to  you  ; 
for  you  must  all  recollect,  that  it  has  been 
ofiered  to  be  proved  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  in  the  election 
of  more  than  one  half  of  the  members  of 
that  House  the  people  have,  m  fact,  no- 
thing at  all  to  do.  But,  as  applied  id 
COUNTIES,  and  to  open  boroughs,  like 
Southwark  and  Westminster,  and  some 
ethers,  the  reasoning  is  fair  enough;  for 
there,  though  the  taxing  system  has 
created  a  dreadful  influence  in  favour  of 
placemen  and  pensioners,  it  is  the  fault  of 
the  peepk ;  it  is,  and  must  be,  owing  to  a 
fault  in  ihcm,  if  a  person  unworthy  their 
•ufirages  be  re-elected  and  sent  back  to 
parliament,  and  for  which  fault  they  are 
answerable  not  only  to  their  own  con- 
fciences  and  to  their  children,  but  to  their 
countrymen  at  large ;  for  the  man  they 
thus  return  has  the  power  of  assisting  the 
making  of  laws  to^  tax  and  to  bind  the 
whole  nation,  and,  besides,  to  whatever 
political  principles  he  it  known  to  possess, 
they,  by  re-electing  him,  publicly  and 
irrevocably  give  their  sanction. 

Thus,  then.  Gentlemen,  it  is  now  to  be 
seen,  and  must,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  be  seen,  whether  you  like  to  have  a 
placeman,  and  a  tinecure  placeman  too, 
ft>r  your  representative  ;  and  whether  you 
are  ready  to  give  your  public  and  irrevo- 


genileman,  to  whom  the  nation  is  so 
much  indebted,  came  honestly  forward 
with  tpecific  charges  &  gainst  the  Duke 
of  York,  you  musi  rt«»  f  in!  er  h.)\v  lie 
was  assailed  by  men  on  h,:!-  ' •  ^  r ;  n^^ 
House  ;  butby  jio  q\v3  n  *:  U"  i-;  1  J  ?o 
furiously  as  by  Mu.  CHMv',i  s  Y^ikv'  who 
had  the  confidence  to  as  :  ^e  T-.ii  ' ^  :ir- 
dle^s  charges  to  the  insn;:,.;'  in  .  cobins 
and  Conspirators,     His  Speeeii  n  that 

occasion,  I  will  now  insert  hew,  ^..  c  mse  it 
is  one  of  his  political  acts  by   which  you  . 
ought  to  judge  him;  and  upon  tlie  merits 
of  which  you  have  now  to  decide  by  your 

votes.     The  Speech  was  as  follows: 

"  Mr.  Yorke  observed' that  he  jiever  lis- 
"  tened  to  a  charge  more  serious,  and  ho 
'*  had  heard  it  with  the  greatest  possible 
"  concern,  both  on  account  of  the  Com- 
"  mander  in  Chief,  and  the  hon.  gent,  who 
"had  brought  it  forward,  (hear!  hear!) 
*'  who  took  so  heavy  a  responsibility  upon 
♦'  himself.    But  he  was  glad  that  the  house 
*'  had  come  at  last  to  some  Charges  against 
"  his  royal  highness  the  Commander  in 
"  Chief  in  a  tangible  form.    At  length  they 
"  could  reach  in  a  tangible  shape  some  gf 
''  those  libels  which  had  for  some  time 
"  past  been  more  assiduously  and  pertina- 
"  ciously  circulated  than  at  any  former 
"  period  in  this  country  so  prolific  in  li» 
"  bels.      Publications    which    he  would 
"  treat  as  libels,  (hear  !   hear !)  had  lately 
"  appeared  against    the    Commander  in 
*'  Chief,  and  these  had  been  circulated  with 
"  a  pertinacity  hitherto  unexampled.    He 
"  was  glad  therefore  that  somethiog  was 
•*  now  brought  forward  in  a  tangible  form* 
"  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  do  its 
*'  duty  to  itselt^  to  the  country,  and  to  tht 
'*  Uoyal  House  of  Brunswick— .(Lotid  criet 
"  of  hear !  hear  !) ;  that  blame  nSight  rest 
"  where  it  ought  to  be  fixed,  and  that  if 
"  there  was  no  ground  for  these  accusa* 
"  tions,  justice  might  be  done  to  the  Com* 
"  mander   in   Chief.      And   he   sincerely 


eable  sanction  to  the  political  principles  of*  "  hoped,  that  if  the  latter  should  turn  out 


your  late  member.  '  What  those  pnncu 
pies  are  you  know  pretty  well  already  ; 
but,  it  may  not  be  amiss,  now  thai  he  is 
appealing  to  you  as  judges  of  his  past 
conduct,  to  take  a  view  of  some  of  the  pro» 
minent  parts  of  that  rohduet  during  the 
last  and' the  present  session  of  parliament. 

To  name  the  Investigation,  relative  to 
the  Conduct  of  the  Duke  of  York,  is  to  re- 
call to  your  memory  a  crowd  of  circum- 
ftances  that  need  no  repeating  here. 
Well;  when  that  Investigation  was 
moved  for  by  Mr»  Wardu  ;  when  this 


to  be  the  fact,  the  hon.  gent,  would  be 
'*  enabled  to  acquit  himself,  by  shewiag  at 
**  least,  that  there  existed  some  probable 
''  reasons  in  support  of  the  heavy  charge 
'*  which  he  had  taken  upon  himself.  For 
"  my  own  part,  IVir.  Yorke  contiaued,  I 
"  believe  that  there  exists  a  Conspiracy  of 
^  the  most  atrocious  and  diabolical^  kind 
«  against  his"  royal  highness  (loud  cries  of 
"hear!  hear!) — founded  on  the  Jacobi- 
''  nical  spirit  which  appeared  at  the  com- 
"  mencement  of  the  French  revolution ; 
^'  for  though  tius  spiriMid  not  ahew  iueif 
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"  exactly  in  flie  same  form  as  at  6rst,  when 
''once  raised  it  was  not  easily  quelled^ 
"  and  it  ji^ver  could  promote  its  views  with 
*'  better  hopes  of  success  than  by  talking 
*'  down  illustrious  persons-'-*(hea%!  hear!) 
'^  It  wa*  the  object  to  write  down  his  royal 
"  highness— it  was  no  less  so  to  write  down 
*'  all  the  establishments  of  the  country. 
^  By  means  of  the  press,  the  liberty  of 
"  which  was  so  valuable,  and  the  licen- 
**  tiousness  of  which  was  so  perniciou?^  it 
*■'  appeared  to  be  the  design  of  ihe  Conspi- 
'*  rators  to  write  down  the  military  system 
^  through  the  Commander  in  Chief— the 
**  army  through  its  generals,  and  other 
**  establishments  through  the  persons  roost 
'*  conspicuous  in  each'— and  of  this  plan 
**  the  present  was  only  a  particular  in- 
"  stance,  '(hear!  hear!).^He  was  glad 
^  that  this  enquiry  was  to  take  place,  be- 
^  cause  there  was  in  the  country  a  con- 
«'  spiracy  against  all  that  was  eminent  in 
<*  the  state.  They  all  knew  what  that  spi- 
"  rit  was  upon  which  this  conspiracy  was 
*^  founded ;  and  though  it  was  not  the 
*'  same  at  present  as  at  the  time  of  the 
*'  French  revolution,  yet,  as  the  late  Mr. 
*'  Pitt  bad  truly  said,  *'  the  Jacobinical 
^  spirit,  when  once  roused,  is  not  easily 
«*  put  d^wtk."  The  spirit  was  not  yet  ex- 
f*  tinct,  and  the  consequence  was  a  conspi- 
"  racy  for  talking  and  writing  down  every 
^  thing  illustrious  and  eminent  in  the  na- 
"  tion-«-to  run  down  the  royal  family 
''  through  the  duke  of  York,  and  to  run 
*'  down  the  army  through  its  generals. 
*'  This  was  a  consequence  of  a  free  press, 
'*  the  freedom  of  which  was  justly  consi- 
^'  dered  the  palladium  of  liberty,  but  whose 
^'  licentioujiness  was  the  destruction  of  civil 
"  society.  That  licentiousness  of  the  press 
**  had  been  actively  directed  against'  the 
**  illustrioos  person  who  was  the  object  of 
•'  this  mqtion,  and  who  from  his  station 
*'  and  all  his  past  services^  might  be  snp- 
**  posed  secure  from  its  attacks.  Let 
**  blame  fall  where  it  ought;  but  the 
**  House  ought  to  consider  the  illustrious 
"  object  against  whom  the  charge  was  di- 
^  rected ;  they  ought  to  consider  his  high 
"  station  in  the  country,  and  the  eminent 
♦*  services  which  he  had  performed  for  the 
^  country,  in  the  state  to  whirh  he  had 
•■  brought  the  anny— (hear.)  What  was 
*^  the  state  of  the  army  when  he  became 
*'  Commander  in  Chief?  It  scarc^^ly  de- 
^  served  the  name  of  an  army,  and  it  was 
•*  novir  found  by  experience  to  be,  m  pro- 
**  portion  to  its  numbers,  the  best  army 
^  thai  erer  existed.    Hie  best  mode  to  do 


".  justice  to  the  sovereign^^  do  justice,  ta 
*'  the  high  character  now  impeached — and 
'*  to  do  justice  to  the  country,  would,  per- 
**  haps,  be  to  appoint  a  Parliamentary 
*'  Commission,  with  power  to  examine 
*'  each  party  on  oath — (loud  cries  of  bear  I 
"  hear  \  from  both  sides  of  the  Hoyse.) 
"  The  gentleman  might  have  circum- 
**  stances  in  view  to  support  these  charges, 
"  which  he  believed  to  be  founded  in 
*'  truth.  He  only  spoke  of  this  Commis- 
"  sion  with  reference  to  his  own  argu- 
''  ment.  He  had  said  that  he  believed  a 
**  Conspiracy  to  exist,  and  if  the  House 
'^  could  go  along  with  him,  and  suppose 
"  that  this  was  actually  the  case,  he  threw 
*'  out  for  their  consideration,  whether  a 
**  Parliamentary  Commission  with  power 
*'  to  examine  on  oath  was  not  preferable 
<*  to  a  Committee.  He  could  not  think  he 
'<  had  done  his  duty  if  he  had  not  thrown 
**  out  this  idea  for  consideration.  The 
*'  importance  of  the  subject  well  deserved 
"  such  a  mode  of  proceeding.  But  at  all 
"  events,  he  was  happy  that  the  matter 
**  would  now  be  properly  investigated.^' 

Gentlemen  ;  of  all  the, hateful  modes  of 
assailing  truth  and  justice,  the  most  hate* 
ful  assuredly  is,  that  of  raising  false  im- 
putations against  the  advocates  of  truth 

and  justice. Mark,  now,  the  conduct 

of  the  man,  whom  you  sent  to  the  parlia- 
ment as  your  representative.  He  b^rs 
a  member  distinctly  charge  a  son  of  the 
king  with  acts  extremely  injurious  to  the 
nation  ;  and.  what  does  he  thereupon  say  ? 
Does  he  say,  that  he  is  ready  to  give  the 
charge  an*  impartial  hearing ;:  and  that 
justice  ought  to  be  done  upon  the  high  a{i 
well  as  the  low  ?  Do*s  he  wait  Vith  pa- 
tience for  the  proofs,  either  of  guilt  or  in- 
nocence }  No :  none  of  these  ;  but,  with- 
out more  ado,  not  having  boldness  enough 
to  deny  the  charge;  not  having  Ihe  confi- 
dence to  assert  the  charges,  or  any  part 
of  them,  to  be  false,  he  endeavours  to  cr- 
cUe  a  pr^udice  against  the  charges  alto- 
gether, by  ascribing  them  to  the  crafty 
wiles  of  Jacobins  and  Conspirators^  who 
were  making,  use  of  the  press  for  the  pur- 
pose of  overthrowing  the  "  illustrious  House 
"  of  Bfwmvick.'*  Of  the  existence  of  any 
such  conspiracy  he  had  no  proof;  it  was 
out  of  his  power  to  state  a  single  circum- 
stance in  corroboration  of  such  a  charge ; 
there  was  scarcely  the  possibility  of  be- 
lieving such  a  charge  to  be  true.  But,  if 
you  could  suppose  it  possible,  that  he  him- 
self believed  the  charge  to  be  true  at  the 
time  when  he  made  it,  what  can  you  think 
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•f  hira  for  baying,  to  the  last^  suffered  the 
charge  to  remain  unretracted  f  He  saw  the 
proofs  that  Mr.  Wardle  brought  forward  ; 
he  heard  all  that  we  heard  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  never,  during  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings,  did  he,  in  any  shape  what- 
tTer,  jetract  his  charges  against  the  preu, 
the  cramping  of  which,  even  at  that  time, 
teems  to  have  been  resolved  upon,  and  in 
the  performance  of  which  service  he 
seems,  for  reasons  best  known'  to  himself, 
to  have  taken  the  lead.  It  was  seen,  by 
ihose  most  deeply  interested,  that,  unless 
the  liberty  or  the  press  was  destroyed, 
Aey  would  never  be  safe.  The  cry  of 
Jacobinism  was,  therefore,  reyived.  Mr. 
Robert  Wharton  published  a  dirty 
pamphlet  about  Jacobinism,  and  he  has 
oeen  since  made  a  Secretary  qf  the  Treasury. 
This  attempt  to  frighten,  to  scare,  to  ter- 
rify, did,  however,  fail :  the  nation  was 
not,  a  second  time,  to  be  frightened  out  of 
its  senses ;  and,  the  Inquiry  relative  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Duke  y  the  disclosure  of  all 
the  scandalous  transactions  brought  to 
light  by  that  Inquiry,  confirmed  the  na- 
tion in  its  disbelief  of  the  preachers  of 
alarm. 

I  beseech  yoa.  Gentlemen,  to  reflect  a 
little  upon  the  tendency  of  conduct  such 
as  I  have  here  described  to  you.  We  are 
continually  told  of  the  necessity  of  tmoni- 
mity,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  resist  our 

Powerful  enemy ;  but,  how  is  it  possible ; 
say  possible,  for  us  to  be  tatanimous, 
while,  upon  every  occasion,  when  we 
differ  in  opinion  from  such  men  as  Mr. 
Yorke,  or,  rather  when  we  make  com- 
plaints, which  he  does  not  approve  of,  we 
are  called  Jacobins,  Conspirators,  and  enemies 
ffthe  Home  qf  Brunswick;  that  is  to  say, 
traitors;  or,  in  other  words,  mm  meritmg 
the  gallows  f  Is  this  the  way  to  make  us 
unanimotis?  Is  this  the  way  to  induce 
us  to  spend  our  ''  last  shilling  and  shed 
the  last  drop  of  our  blood"  in  opposing 
Buonaparte  ?  We  now  complain,  that  this 
Gentleman  has  contrived  to  fasten  himself 
upon  us  for  life  at  the  rate  of  2,700/.  a 
year,  and,  because  we  complain  of  such 
things,  he  calls  us  Conspirators  against 
the  House  of  Brunswick;  and  this,  forsooth, 
is  to  induce  us  to  be  unanimous  not  only  in 
defending  the  country  against  an  invader, 
but  in  approving  pf  all  the  measures  of 
which  this  same  Mr.  Yorke  chooses  to 
approve*  Verily,  such  men  as  Mr.  Yorke 
must  look  upon  us  as  a  people  superlatively 
base. 
Before  I  come  to  Mr.  Yorke's  conduct. 


during  the  present  session  of  parliament^ 
I  must  beg  your  atusntion  to  one  partica* 
lar  passage  in  his  Speech  above-quoted. 
I  allude  to  that,  where  he,  upon  the  as* 
sumed  ground  of  the  charges  of  Mr.  War- 
die  having  arisen  out  of  the  existence  of  a 
Jacobinical  Conspiracy,  proposed  the  In- 
quir)^  to  take  place  before  a  Farliamen-. 
TARY  Commission,  and  nt  at  the  bar  <ftkc 
House,  This  is  well  worthy  of  your  notice. 
Upon  that  occasion,  the  person  who  had  tho 
confidence  to  propose  a  close  Inquiry,  was 
a  person  returned  to  parliament  by  you. 
It  was  to  you  that  the  nation  owed  an 
attempt,  at  that  time,  to  cause  the  Inquiry 
to  be  kept  from  the  bar  of  the  House  ; 
because  it  was  you,  who  sent  Mr.  York* 
to  the  House  of  Commons. 

Exactly  in  the  same  spirit  has  he  acted 
with  regard  to  the  present  Inquiry.   First, 
he  both  speaks  and  votes  against  Lord  Por« 
Chester's  motion  for  the  Inquiry ;  and,  on* 
able  to  prevent  its  taking  place,  what  does 
he  next  do,  why  entbrces  the  Standing 
Order  for  the  exclusion  of  Strangers,  by 
which  means  he  well  knows,  that  the  peo- 
ple will.  Ml  the  first  place,jiot  get  at  what 
passes  until  some  days  later,  and  that  tbe 
thing  will  thereby  be  rendered  less  inte^ 
resting ;  next,  that,  though  all  the  ques« 
tious  and  answers  yviW  finally  be  published, 
yet  that,  coming  out  in  such  masses,  the 
evidence  will  be  read  by  comparatively 
few  persons;  and,  thirdly,  that  the  peo- 
ple will  never  know  by  whom  the  several  que$* 
tions  have  been  put,  nor  see  any  account  of 
the  speeches  made  during  the  progress  of 
the  Inquiry,  which,  as  we  know  from  last 
year's  experience,  must  be  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  enabling  us  to  judge  of  the 
conduct  and  views  of  the  several  memi- 
hers.     In  short,  the  shutting  of  the  doors 
of  the  Gallery  was  doing  all  that  it  was 
possible  for  any  man  to  do  to  keep  from  the 
people  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  relating  to 
the  Walcheren    Expedition,    and   also   a 
knowledge  of  the  conduct  of  the  members 
of  parliament  relative  to  the  Inquiry  into 
those  facts.     Besides  himself  there  ^'as  but 
one  man  in  the  whole  House  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham), who  openly  justified  the  measure,  c^ 
which  it  was   impossible  to  mistake  the 
motive.     Even  the   ministers   would    not 
say,  that  they  approved  of  tlie  thing.      Jt 
was  to  have  the  appearance  of  l)t»ing  thn 
act  of  an  independent  country  f^entUthau  ;       ti 
act  of  a  county  member ;  a  inin  \v.<  i 

nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the   ♦    .  ..;; 

but,  who  had,  as  it  were  by  a  •    .  -; 

it  into  his  head,  that  it  was^ .  .       -? 
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gallery ;  and  who  could  have  no  interett 
«t  all  m  the  matter,  not  he !  Gentlemen, 
if  there  were,  am<ing8t  you,  some  persons, 
who  viewed  his  conduct  in  this  light,  what 
must  have  been  your  surprize,  what  your 
shame  and  indignation,  at  seeingt  in  the 
course  of  a  short  fortnight,  the  minister 
come  to  the  House  and  inform  it,  that  this 
independent  country  gentleman,  this  mem- 
ber fcr  the  county  qf  Cambridge,  had  accept- 
ed of  a  place  under  the  Crown;  had  be- 
come even  a  Sinecure  Placeman;  had  got 
-m  Crown  grant  upon  the  taxes;  had  fasten- 
ed himself  upon  you  as  well  as  the  rest  of 
the  people  of  England,  for  his  whole  life 
time,  at  the  rate  of  2,700/.  a  year  ? 

Gentlemen,  look  here  well  into  the  con- 
duct of  this  man^  You  know  how  heavy 
18  the  weight  of  your  taxes.  You  know 
well  how  difficult  it  is  for  you  to  get  to- 
gether money  wherewith  to  satisfy  the  al- 
most daily  demands  of  the  tax-gatherer. 
The  whole  train  of  assessors,  inspectors, 
supervisors,  and  surchargers  of  endless 
descriptions  fail  not  to  remind  you  of  the 
burdens  of  taxation.  Well,  you  hope, 
however,  that  what  is  thus  raised  upon 
you  will  be  expended  for  none  but  useful 
purposes ;  or,  at  least  you  have  a  right  to 
expect  this ;  and  you  choose  two  persons^ 
/called  your  Representatives,  to  see,  on  your 
part,  that  the  money  Vaised  upon  you  in 
taxes  is  expended  only  for  useful  pur- 
poses ;  but,  what  does  one  of  these  your 
representatives  do  ?  Why,  he  takes  2,700/. 
a  year  qf  these  taxes  to  himself;  he  does 
nothing  for  this  money;  and  he  gets  a 
grant  from  the  Crown,  which  is  to  compel 
you,  and  the  rest  of  us,  to  pay  him  out  of 
the  taxes,  this  2,7()0/.  a  year  as  long  as  he 
lives ;  and,  what  is,  if  possible,  still  worse 
than  all  the  rest,  he  has  now  the  confi- 
dence, the  assurance,  the  unparalleled  ef- 
firontery,  to  appeal  to  you  to  judge  of  his 
conduct,  and  to  call  upon  you  to  choose 
him  again ;  that  is  to  say,  to  give  him 
another  opportunity  of  making  a  pull  at 
your  purse. 

Gentlemen,   in    his  Address^   to  you. 


♦  To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Free- 
holders of  the  County  of  Cambridge. 

.  Gentlemen, 
His  Majesty  having  been  graciously 
pleased,  without  any  solicitation  or 
expectation  whatever  on  my  part,  to  ap- 
point rne  one  of  the  Tellers  of  his  Ex- 
chequer, the  tru«t,  with  which  I  have  so 
repeatedly^  and  for  lo  many  years,  been 


upon  this  occasion,  he  talks  abolut  your 
"  liberal  and  candid  good  will/'  which,  if 
it  mean  any  thing  at  all,  certainly  means 
something  very  ditferent  indeed  from 
what  is,  upon  all  occasions,  visible  in  his 
character.  He  trusts,  that  he  has  done 
nothing  to  offend  you,  "because;"  .... 
because,  what?  Why,  because  hU  con- 
science assures  him,  that  he  has  endeavour^ 
ed  to  discharge  his  duty  towards  yo^ 
What !  was  it,  then,  a  part  of  his  duty  to 
take  to  himself  2,700/.  a  year  of  the  money 
that  you  appointed  him  to  watch  over  f 
Did  he  ask  you  to  give  him  this  salary  for 
doing  nothing  ?  Did  he  ask  you,  whe- 
ther he  ought  to  accept  of  it  ?  He  telli 
you  "  that  His  Majesty  has  been  gracious* 
*'  pleased,  without  any  solidtation  or  ex- 
"  pectation  on  his  part,  to  appoint  him 
"  one  of  the  Tellers  qf  his  Excliequer." 
So,  you  are  to  believe,  if  you  will,  that 
the  k'mg  forced  the  2,700/.  a  year  upon 
him ;  for,  if  you  do  not  believe  this,  of 
what  consequence  is  it  to  you,  whether 
he  solicited  or  expected  the  place,  or  whe- 

honoured  by  you,  has  again  devolved  into 
your  hands ;  my  seat  in  parliament  hav* 

mg  thereupon  become  vacant. 1  hope 

I  may  presume  to  throw  myself  once  more  ' 
upon  your  indulgence,  and  upon  that 
liberal  and  candid  good-will  and  support, 
which  I  have  so  often  experiencecl.  I 
trust  that  I  have  never  done  any  thing 
that  can  justly  deprive  me  of  your  good 
opinion,  which  is  my  chiefest  pride  ;  be- 
cause my  conscience  assures  me,  (hat 
during  the  twenty  years  which  I  have 
spent  in  serving  you,  I  have  at  least  en- 
deavoured, upon  all  occasions,  to  dis* 
charge  my  doty  to  you  and  my  country 
with  the  utmost  zeal,  diligence,  and  fide- 
lity.—I  regret  tjiat  the  vacancy  of  my 
seat  at  this  moment  has  prevented  me 
from  continuing  to  give  my  best  assistance 
in  forwarding  and  bringing  to  a  conclusion . 
several  important  Bills  now  depending  in 
Parliament,  for  the  security  and  improve- 
ment both  of  the  County  and  Isle. 
Should  it  be  your  good  pleasure  a^ain  to 
elect  me  one  of  your  Members,  1  shall 
apply  my  best  diligence  and  industry  in 
furthering  and  completing  as  well  these, 
as  all  other  measures  that  can  contribute 
to  the  wealth  and  prosperify  of  both  the 
districts  of  the  county,  and  generally,  to 
the  advantage  and  happiness  of  the  Em- 
pire at  lar^^e. — I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Gentlemen,  &c.  C.  Yorkm 

CharleS'Street,  Feb.  29,  18  It. 
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ther  it  came  of  itself.  He  has  the  place  ; 
he  has  taken  care  to  haye  a  grant  for  life 
of  the  2^700/.  a  year ;  and,  unless  he  can 
prove,  that  the  king  compeiled  him  to  have 
It,  these  miserable  pretences  do  not  at  all 
mend  the  matter.  There  are,  in  most 
cases,  two  ways  of  expressing  a  thing, 
and,  if  Mr.  Yorke  had  expressed  himself 
in  plain  terms  he  would  hare  begun  his 
Address  thus :  *'  The  king's  minister  has 
, ''  just  got  for  me  a  grant  of  2,700/.  a  year 
*'  for  life  out  of  the  taxes  raised  upon  you 
''  and  the  rest  of  the  nation,  which  you 
"  sent  me  to  parliament  to  take  care  of; 
"  in  return  for  which  I  am  to  do  nothing 
"  at  all,  except  to  Tote  for  the  said  mi- 
*'  nister.''  This  would  have  been  more 
plain  in  terms ;  but,  the  sense  would  have 
been  the  same;  and,  really,  you  must 
be  made  of  no  common  mould,  if  you  can 
read  this  supercilious  Address  without 
strong  emotions  of  indignation.  The  lat- 
ter part  of  it  contains  a  sort  of  threat^  that 
his  re-election  is  necessary  to  the  success 
of  your  private  bids  now  before  parlia- 
ment. Gentlemen ;  believe  not  a  word  of 
this.  Any  member  of  the  House  can  for- 
ward those  bills  as  well  as  Mr.  Yorke  can. 
This  is  ^n  appeal,  not  to  good  sense  and 
public  spirit ;  but,  it  is  a  direct  appeal  to 
ignorance  and  selfishness,  of  which  he 
evidently  pays  you  the  compliment  to 
suppose  you  abundantly  stored. 

The  Address  of  Mr.  Burrell  ♦ ;    the 


*  To  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of 

Cambridge. 
Gentlemen  ;  His  M^estf's  Ministers 
having  thought  fit  to .  reward  the  services 
of  Mr.  Yorke,  by  granting  to  him  for  life, 
the  very  lucrative  appointment  of  Teller 
of  the  Exchequer,  his  Seat  in  Parliament 
has  become  vacant ;  as  on  such  occasions 
the  Constitution  has  wisely  declared,  that 
Freeholders  and  Electors  should  decide  on 
the  propriety  of  such  Graats>and  on  the 
political  Merits  of  the  Gentleman  on  whom 
ihey  are  conferred.'— In  the  present  Crisis, 
your  decision  involves  so  many  important 
Considerations,  that  it  must  be  looked  to 
with  eagerness  and  anxiety  by  all  who 
have  a' just  sense  of  the  Situation  of  the 
Country. — In  supporting  Mr.  Yorke,  you 
support  the  men,  who,  by  their  councils, 
have  sacrificed  so  many  of  our  gallant 
countrymen,  and  exposed  the  nation  to 
unparalleled  failures  in  every  part  of  Eu- 
rope ;  who  have  uniformly  resisted  or 
evaded,  those  inquiries,  which  their  con- 
duct so  imperiously  demanded:  but  above 


principles  of  which  have  been  adopted  by 
the  opponent  of  Mr.  Yorke,  is  good  as  fkr 
as  it  goes  ;  and  is  excellent  when  com- 
pared to  that  of  Mr.  Yorke,  who  docs  not 
condescend  to  say,  that  he  will  ever  more 
hand  or  foot  in  support  of  your  rights  and 
liberties.  Indeed,  considering  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Yorke,  it  is  almost  impossible 
not  to  derive  advantage  from  a  change.  It 
is  not  within  the  compass  of  probability, 
that  you*  should  make  the  matter  worse  ; 
and,  one  very  powerful  argument  in  favour 
of  the  opposing  candidate,  is,  that  he  is 
not  a  person  at  all  likely,  from  any  motive 
whatever,  \o  seek  after,  or  accept  of,  a 
Sinecure  Place,  But,  the  great  thing  for 
you  to  consider  is,  in  my  opinion,  that,  if 
you  again  choose  Mr.  Yorke,  you  will,  in 
that  act,  identify  yourselves  with  him  aa 
to  ell  those  principles,  of  which,  for  some 
time  past,  he  has  been  the  most  hardy  ad« 
vocate.  In  his  out -cry  respecting  a  Jaco- 
binic^al  Conspiracy ;  in  his  setting  his  f«ice 
against  Inquiry  ;  in  all  his  attacks  upon 
the  Press ;  and  finally,  in  his  taking  a 
Sinecure  Place  for  life;  in  all  thosethiugs, 
you,  if  you  re-elect  him,  will  become  par- 
all,  you  support  the  man,  who,  when  the 
wisdom  of  Parliament  had  at  length 
yielded  to  inquiry,  was  foremost  in  de- 
priving the  people  of  the  melancholy  con- 
solation of  hearing  the  progress  of  that  in- 
teresting examination. — It  becomes  me» 
however,  in  presuming  to  solicit  your  suf- 
frages, to  explain  the  line  of  conduct  which 
it  is  my  intention  to  pursue. ^r^ I  shall  firm- 
ly co-operate  with  those  who  wish  to  re- 
duce the  lavish  expenditure  of  public 
money.  To  the  rights  of  the  subject — to 
the  independence  of  Parliament— to  Uie 
vigilant  exercise  of  its  duties,  I  am  sincere- 
ly and  upon  principle  attached.  The  Li. 
berty  of  the  Press  will  always  find  in  me 
a  zealous  supporter ;  and  it  will  be  my 
constant  endeavour  to  promote,  not  to 
stifle,  discussion  of  topics  in  which  all 
Englishmen  are,  or  ought  to  be,  interested. 
—It  only  remains  for  me  to  say,  that  I 
shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting roysirtf  to  the  Freeholders,  and  of 
assuring  them,  that  if  they  do  me  the  ho- 
nour of  entrusting  their  interests  to  my 
charge,  those  interests  will  never  be  sacri^ 
ficed,  nor  the  private  business  of  the  Coun- 
ty suspended,  by  my  acceptance  of  a 
Sinecure  Office,  however  lucrative,  froni 
any  Administration. — I  have  the  hooonr^ 
&c.  PfiTka  Robert  Drumicond  BinuifiLL. 
PiccadUly,  March  4,  ***^^ qqq{^ 
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ties;  and,  you  will  therein  do  an  injury 
to  your  country  as  great  as  you  have  the 
power  to  do.  Mr.  Yorke  has  told  you  of 
liis  tucnhf  years  of  parliamentary  service. 
During  that  time  he  has  always  been  a 
supporter  of  "the  ruling  party^  and  has,  for 
some  yeafs  of  the  time^  been  a  minister 
himselo  or,  at  least,  one  of  the  ministry. 
Now,  then,  if  you  were  to  ask  him  mhat 
Mad  been  done  for  you,  during  that  time, 
.  what  could  he  answer  ?  Your  taxes  have 
been  increased  fourfold  in  ihe  twenty 
^rears  ;  the  National  Debt  has  been  in- 
creased in  the  same  proportion  ;  the  Iii- 
-  -come  and  Assessed  Taxes  have  been  im- 
.  posedduring  that  time ;  upwards  of  twenty 
thousand  Foreign  Troops  have  been  intro- 
duced and  established  here  ;  and,  during 
the  same  time,  France,  whom  Englishmen 
ased  to  speak  of  with  contempt,  has  con- 
4j ue red  almost  il^  whole  of  the  continent, 
of  every  nation  of  which,  during  this  series 
of  conquests,  England  has  been  the  Ally. 
Ihiring  almost  the  whole  of  Mr.  Yorke 's 
parliamentary  career ;  during  the  twenty 
years,  that  you  have  returned  him  to  par- 
liament, our  government  has  been  engaged 
in  ike  deliverance  qf  Europe  from  the  ambi- 
tious encroachments  of  France ;  and,  at  the 
dose  of  his  career  (fur  I  trust  H  is  over)  the 
-French  have  subdued  the  whole  of  Europe, 
a  little  speck  or  two  in  the  Southern  Pe- 
niasnla  excepted*  His  length  qf  nrvice, 
therefore,  will  hardly  be  an  argument  in 
bis  faTOur. 

In  cases  of  this  sort,  men  are  apt  to  be 
▼ery  forward  with  their  tongues ;  but,  un- 
fctftunately,  there  they  stop.  They  com- 
plain of  oppression  :  they  complain  of  the 
barflens  and  the  vexations  they  have  to 
^mdure  ;  each  individual  is,  at  all  time\ 
ready  thos  tacooip2a«ii ;  but,  few,  in  general, 
are  tbose,  who  are  ready  to  exert  them- 
selves in  the  way  of  obtaming  redress.  To 
obtain  redress,  or  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
,  it,  is. the  businessof  the  whole  community ; 
andv  therefore,  itis,  that  but  too  many  indi- 
.  Tiduals  are  incltn^  to  leave  the  work  to 
their  neighbours)  who,  on  their  part,  are 
full  as  willing  to  leave  the  work  to  th^se 
individuals.  Thus  it  is,  that  no  redress  is 
'Obtained  ;  and  thus  are  we  compelled  to 
bear  Jburthen  upon  burthen  even  to  the 
weighing  of  «is  dowB  to  the  earth.  If,  in- 
deed, you  are  satisfied ;  if  you  th'mk  it 
jnght,  that  your  money  should  be  taken 
from  you  to  support  Sinecure  Placemen ; 
why,  then,  you  will  act  consistently  in  re- 
^ectuig  Mr.  Yorke ;  but)  then,  remember, 
Ahat  all  your  future  complaints  about  the 


weight  of  taxes  will  be  a  fit  subject  for 
ridicule  and  scorn.  Nor  will  this  apply  to 
thofie  of  you  only  who  vote  for  him.  Jt 
will  apply,  and  with  equal  justice,  to 
evtry  man,  who  does  not  vole  against  him  ; 
nay,  perhaps,  the  latter  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  worst  of  tl)c  two. 

Gcnilcmen,  Mr.  Yorke  belongs  to  a  set 
of  persons,  who  have  arrogated  to  them* 
selves,  exclusively,  the  name  of  "  the 
King's  Friends/*  thereby  necessarily  in- 
sinuating, that  the  king  has  enemies 
amrongst  his  subjects.  Nothing  can  well 
be  more  audacious  than  this.  It  is  the 
custom  of  these  persons  to  consider  it  as 
a  matter  of  course,  that  all  those  who  op- 
pose them,  are  enemies  of  the  king.  Gen- 
tlemen, you  have  lately,  I  mean  within 
these  few  years,  seen  a  great  many  pecu" 
lators,  or  ptd}lic  robbers,  detected  and  ex- 
posed ;  and,  I  beg  you  to  obsciTe,  and 
bear  it  in  your  mind,  that  all  of  ihem, 
without  a  single  exception,  have  been 
distinguished  for  their  professions  of  loy^ 
ally,  and  have  called  themselves  '*  king's 
friends;"  while,  on  the  other  hand,  not 
one  of  those,  who  have,  at  any  tin«e,,been 
denominated  Jacobins,  has  ever  been  ap- 
cased,  or  even  suspected,  of  any  act  .<^ 
public  robbery.  Here,  therefore,  is  ?i  cosi- 
plete  answer  to  all  Mr.  Yorkc's  big  talk 
about  loyalty,  which,  it  would  seem,  is  pos- 
sessed by  no  one,  who  does  not,  in  one 
way  or  another,  live  upon  the  public 
The  gentleman,  who  is  the  declared  oppo- 
nent of  Mr.  Yorke«  has  a  large  fortune  in 
your  county,  and  has  certainly, every  mo- 
tive which  a  man  can  have  for  supporting 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  England  ; 
yet,  I  venture  to  predict,  that  the  parti- 
zans  of  this  Sinecure  Placeman  will,  by 
insinuation  at  least,  accuse  him  of  being* 
Jacobin  and  a  Xjsoelkr, 

The  real  friends  of  the  icing,  Gentle- 
men^ are  thpse  who  endeavour  to  cause 
truth  40  reach  his  ears,  and  who  have  set 
their  faces  against  corruption  and  a  consequent 
waste  qf  Hie  public  wonof;  and  these  are 
precisely  the  persons,  whom  men  dike 
Mr.  Yorke  irepreseat  as  the  cnemifs  of 
the  king.  It  ^as  been  thus  in  all  the 
countries  that  Buonaparte  has  subdued  ; 
^nd,  it  was  thus  i^  the  old  government  K)f 
France  iuelf.  W^en  the  people  have 
complained  of  their  Jbordens^  when  they 
have  besought  a  redrt^ss  of  their  griev- 
ances*  they  have  been  a\3swered  by  accu- 
sations oi  disloyalty,  and,  u^on  the  ground 
of  that  charge^  their  grievances  have  been 
augmented  by  th«  very  meai^s  employed 
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to  prevent  the  necessity  of  yielding  to 
their  just  and  reasonable  requests.  The 
linal  ronsequencehas  generally  been,  that^ 
when  attacked,  those  countries  have  fallen 
Tin  easy  prey  to  the  enemy.  IVe  hare 
stood  astonished  spectators  of  that  series 
of  conquests.  Here  the  conqueror  was  to 
be  met ;  there  he  was  to  be  beaten ;  now, 
and  tfien  again,  his  career  was  to  he  put  an 
end  to.  Alas !  we  have  always  been  dis- 
appointed :  each  succeeding  hope  has 
been  destroyed  almost  as  soon  as  con- 
ceived ;  tilC  at  last,  the  contest  is  re- 
duced to  the  simple  pointy  whether  Eng- 
land shall  be  subdued  or  not.  In  this 
state  of  things,  who  is  the  really  loyal 
subject :  the  man,  who  is,  and  always  has 
been,  the  supporter  of  every  species  of 
waste  and  corruption ;  or  the  man,  who 
endeavours  to  pot  an  end  to  that  waste, 
add  to  root  up  that  corruption  ? 

Gentlemen,  by  those  who  are  the  most 
bold,  or,  rather,  desperate,  in  supporting 
corruption,  it  has  been  broadly  asserted, 
that  all  the  nation  i$  corrvpt  ;  that  the  people 
are  more  corrupt  than  those  who  have 
bought  and  sold  seats  in  parliament ;  and 
that  corruption  begins  at  the  bottom  and  is 
more  inveterate  there.  Gentlemen,  so 
felse  and  foul  a  charge  as  this  never  was, 
in  my  opinion,  before  preferred.  What  ! 
Because  a  man,  by  money,  probably  taken 
from  the  public  purse,  is  able  to  corrupt 
some  score  or  two  of  miserable  wretches  in 
a  rotten  borough,  and  thereby  to  procure 
his  return  to  parliament;  because,  seats  in 
parliament  are  obtained  in  this  manner> 
are  we  to  admit  the  truth  of  the  accusrti- 
tion,  that  the  whole  of  the  people  are  cor- 
rupt; that  corruption  is  as  general  as  the 
air;  and,  that,  therefore,  there  is  no  harm 
in  corruption,  or  in  any  species  of  public 
robbery  ?  The  city  of  Westminster  and  the 
Borough  of  Southoark  have  proved  that 
thev^  at  least,  merit  not  this  accusation ; 
and  I  do  earnestly  hope,  that  the  county 
of  Cambridge  will  follow  their  example, 
and,  in  so  doing,  set  a  ndble  example  to 
other  counties.  There  never  was,  per- 
baps,  an  occasion,  when  any  body  of  elec- 
tors had  so  fair  an  opportunity  of  distin- 
guishing themselves  as  you  have  at  this 
foment.  The  general  principles  of 
Mr.  Yorke ;  his  proved  hostility  to  some 
of  the  dearest  of  our  rights;  his  recent 
conduct,  and  hisrecent  reward ;  his  being 
compelled  to  appeal  to  the  people,  just 
«oriched,  as  he  is,  with  a  sinecure,  a  thing, 
I  believe>  never  before  grasped  at  by  a 


county  member,  even  in  the  most  sbameless 
of  times :  all  these  circumstances  com- 
bined have  naturally  excited  an  uncom- 
mon degree  of  interest  as  to  the  ensuing 
election,  and  have  fixed  upon  you  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  nation : 'every  one  if 
waiting  to  know,  whether  the  being  a 
Catnbtidgeshire  man  shall,  in  future,  be 
considered  as  a  mark  of  honour  or  of  shame. 
The  case  is  so  plain,  that  it  admits  not  of 
dispute.  It  is  not  like  ordinary  cases, 
where  men  on  both  sides  may  claim  credit 
for  uprightness  of  intention.  Here  there 
can  be  no  allowance  fur  error^f  judgment. 
Your  conduct  must  be  right,  or  your  in- 
tention must  be  wrong.  The  great,  and, 
indeed,  as  I  should  hope,  the  only  danger^ 
will  arise  from  negHgence.  Great  is  the 
majority  of  those  Freeholders  in  every 
county,  who  may,  it' they  will,  act  an  in- 
dependent part ;  but,  then,  they  are 
apt  to  be  backward  to  act  at  ail,  which 
is,  in  a  case  like  the  present,  full  as  dis- 
graceful as  it  is  to  act  wrong.  What 
remorse  must  thaV  man  feel,  who,  having 
had  it  ill  h'u  power  to  save  the  honour  of 
his  county,  and  to  do  so  great  a  service 
to  his  countj-y,  shall  neglect  to  do  it, 
through  indolence  orfromany  insignificant 
motives  }  Each  man  of  you  siiouid  feel 
upon  this  occasson,  as  ifihe  salvation  of 
your  country  depended  upon  his  single 
efforts.  Instead  of  each  .man  saying, 
what  can  /do;  each  one  should  say,  the 
whole  depends  upon  me;  if  /  am  not 
there,  no  one  will  be  there;  it  is  upon  my 
voice  thauthe  honour  of  my  county  and 
the  good  of  my  country  rest.  And,  how 
little,  alas!  is  the  trouble  or  the  cost  •  of 
the  requisite  exertions  !  Which  of  yon 
does  nat  spend,  every  month  in  the  year, 
more  time  and  more  money  in  mere 
amusements:  in  pursuits,  which  when 
compared  to  the  one  now  contemplated, 
are  too  trifling  to  merit  a  thought  ?  In 
the  hope  that  each  man  oF  you  will  put 
this  question  seriously  to  himself,  and  in 
reserving  some  further  observations  for 
another  Letter,  I  remain. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  friend, 

and  obedient  Servant,  ■ 
W-.  COBBETT. 
London,  Sth  March,  1810, 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Loan  Chatham.— -^In  page  281  of  the 
present  Volume^  the  famous  Narrative  of 
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Ijord  Chatham  was  inserted.  On  Friday 
and  Monday  last,  a  debate  took  place,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  upon  a  motion  of 
Mr.  Whitbread,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  a  censure  on  Lord  Chatham  for  hav- 
ing laid  the  said  Narrative  before  the  king, 
and,  upon  which  motion  the  ministers 
were  left  in  Minority,  there  being  for  the 
motion  221  and  against  it  188. Pre- 
vious to  this,  there  was  another  question 
carried  against  the  ministers,  the  history 
of  which  was  as  follows. Lord  Chat- 
ham, after  his  Narrative  was  before  the 
House,  was  questioned  upon  the  point, 
whether  he  had  not  laid  some  oiker  paper 
before 'the  k'.ng,  relative  to  the  Expedi- 
tion; but,  upon  this  head  his  lordship  po- 
sUivefy  r^fitBcd  t&ghe  €my  amber.  Where- 
upon Mr.  Whitbread  moved  an  address 
(o  the  king  for  the  production  of  any  such 
paper,  if  anysoch  bad  been  laid  before 
him.  The  ministry  appoted  thU  wunion; 
but,  it  was  finally  carried  against  them. 

The  answer  from  the  king  was,  that 

he  had  no  other  paper  of  the  kind  from 
Lord  Chatham ;  but,  that,  on  the  1 5th  of 
January,  his  lordship  did  lay  before  him 
this  same  Narrative.  Let  us,  however,  as 
the  best,  and  even  the  shortest  way,  in- 
sert the  king's  answer. *'  The  Earl  of 

**  Chatham  having  requested  his  Majesty 
*'  to  permit  him  to  present  his  report  to 
'^  his  Majesty,  and  having  also  requested 
"  that  his  Majesty  would  not  communicate  it 
''for  the  prfsmt,  his  Majesty  received  it 
''  on  the  1 5th  of  Jamtary  last,  and  kept  it 
^'  till  the  10th  of  this  month,  when,  in  oon- 
''  sequence  of  a  wish  having  been  ex- 
"  pressed  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  to  cor- 
^'  rect  the  tame,  his  Majesty  returned  it  to 
«<  him.  The  report,  as  altered,  was  again 
**  tendered  to  his  Majesty,  by  the  Earl  of 
**  Chatham,  onthe\Mh<f  this  month,  when 
"  his  Majesty  directed  it  to  be  delivered 
''  to  his  Secretary  of  State,  and  his  Ma- 
"  jesty  has  not  kept  any  copy  or  minute 
«*  of  this  Report,  as  delivered  at  either  of 
**  those  times,  nor  has  he  had  at  any  time 
*'  any  other  report,  memorandum,  narra- 
^  tive,  or  paper,  submitted  to  him  by  the 
*'  Earl  of  Chatham  relating  to  the  late  ex- 

**  pedition  to  the  Scheldt.^' Upon  this 

mnswer  being  given  to  ttm  House  the  afore- 
mentioned debate  took  place ;  and,  as  was 
before  stated,  the  motion  of  censure  upon 
Lord  Chatham  w^s  carried  against  the  mi- 
nisters, who  made  every  effort  to  prevent  the 

passing  of  such  censure. ^This  debate, 

though  it  lasted  two  days,  or,  rather, 
9&ighis,  is  by4ib  means  an  i^itereiting  one. 


It  was  so  managed  ts  to  present  ns  with 
the  view  of  a  mere  battle  for  power;  and» 
so  much  of  the  indirect  object  of  it  peeped 
ont,  that  it  lost  much  of  the  high  character, 

which  of  right  belonged  to  it ^The  re* 

solutions,  proposed  in  Mr.  Whitbrcad's 
original  motion,  were  these : — ^•*FiRST,That 
"  John  Earl  of  Chatham,  having  requested 
*'  permission  of  his  Majesty  to  present  to 
"  him  a  narrative  of  his  proceedings,  did 
"  on  the  1 5th  of  January,  privately  sub> 
"  mit  to  the  King  a  paper,  bearing  date 
'*  the  15th  of  October,  purporting  to  be  a 
"  narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  his  Ma» 
"  jesly's  land  forces  under  his  command, 
''  of  which  he  withheld  all  knowledge  from 
"  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  the  Admiral 
"  commanding  the  naval  part  of  the  Ex- 
''  pedition,  whose  conduct  he  had  impli- 
"  cated  in  no  fewer  than  twelve  parts  of 
"  his  narrative,  and  that  on  the  10th  of 
"  February  it  had  been  returned,  in  con- 
«  sequence  of  a  request  from  him  to  that 
"  eftect,  and  that  the  same  was  again  ten- 
''dered  on  the  14th  of  February  to  his 
''  Majesty,  having  been  altered,  by  the 
''  omission  of  a  paragraph,  containmg  an 
"  opinion,  the  substance  of  which,  from 
"  the  examination  of  Lord  Chatham,  they 

''  had  not  been  able  to  asceruin. Sa- 

"  CONDLT,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
'*  House,  that  John,  Earl  <5f  Chatham,  hav- 
"  ing  thus  acted,  had  been  guiity  qfan 
''  unconstitutional  abuie  of  the  primlege  he 
'^  enjoyed  of  having  access  to  the  throne, 
"  which  could  not  but  tend  to  be  highly 

<*  injurious  to  the   public    service.'' 

There  was  afterwards  some  modification  of 
the  words  in  Italics ;  but,  that  is  not  male* 
rial.  —The  first  Resolution  is  merely  a 
statement  of  acknowledged  facts,  and,  df 
course,  calls  for  no  observation.  The  se* 
cond  Resolution  contain^  the  censure; 
and,  though  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that 
the  conduct  of  LordChktham  was  censura- 
ble, this  really  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
have  been  the  best  way  *of^  proceeding. 
I  see  nothing  unconstitutional  in  any  com- 
mander's presenting  a  Memorial  or  a 
Narrative,  any  more  than  in  any  one's 
presenting  a  petition,  to  the  king.  Where 
is  the  law  that  forbids  it }  Where  is  the 
ffiaxtm,  where  is  the  principle,  where  is 
even  the  construction  of  law,  that  forbids 
such  an  act  ?  The  words  constitutional  and 
unconstitutional  are  extremely  dangerous 
words;  because  they  may  be  made  to 
meaK  any  thing  that  any  man  pleases  to 
make  them  mean.  They  are,  like  Jack's 
will,  «'of  G«lh«lic  utility.'!^ When  jOur 
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forefathere  made  the  Revolution,  and 
raised  the  present  family  to  the  throne  of 
this  kingdom,  they  never  thought  it  of 
any  great  consequence  wheiher  a  man 
should  or  should  not  go  to  the  king  with  a 
paper  of  any  sort ;  nor  can  1  any  where 
find,  that  they  made  such  a  clamour  about 
secrH  advisers.  This  is  a  subject  of  com- 
plaint, that  .1  can  never  understand.  I 
do  not  see  what  misciiief  can  arise  from 
what  is  called  secret  advice.  And,  Ijow  is 
it  possible  to  prevent  the  king  from  re- 
ceiring  such  advice  ?  If  the  advice  breaks 
out  into  acts,  then  there  is  a  ministry,  re- 
sponsible for  what  is  done ;  for,  if  the  king 
K>Uows  other  peoples'  advice,  all  that  is  in 
it,  is,  that  the  ministers  ought  to  quit  him. 
It  has  always  been  a  favourite  doctrine  with 
the  Whigs  to  consider  the  king  as  a  mere 
man  of  wax.  According  to  their  doctrine, 
be  is  to  have  neither  ears,  nor  eyes,  nor 
tongue.  Well,  really,  if  this  be  so,  why 
perform  the  empty  ceremony  of  present- 
ing Addresses  and  Petitions  to  h\m  ? 
Why  complain,  that  the  petitions  of 
the   people  lie    unopened   at  the    office 

of  the  Secretary  of  State! But,  though 

I  do  not  blame  Lord  Chatham  for  pre- 
senting a  Narrative  to  the  king,  the  mttn- 
ner  of  doing  it  I  may  and  do  blame. 
He  wrote  his  narrative,  he  says,  on  the  1 5th 
of  October ;  ht  presented  it  on  the  l^h  of 
February ;  but,  it  now  appears,  that  he  did 
present  it  sooner»  namely,  on  tbt  \otkof 
Jammry,  a  week  before  the  parliamaU  met. 
He  is  to  blame  for  having  enjoined  «e- 
crecy  on  the  king.  Good  God !  what  an 
idea  !  As  if  he  had  said,  as,  indeed,  he 
did  say  in  effect :  "  Here  is  my  narrative, 
"  Sir ;  but  don't  you  let  any  one  see  it  for 
"  the  present ;  that  is  to  say,  till  I  tell 
"  you." — -—This  really  is  like  dropping 
in  to  take  a  mutton  chop  with  a  man. 
However,  if  the  king  liked  it,  the  point  of 
ceremony  was  wholly  between  him  and 
his  General.  But,  then,  this  narrative  did 
certainly  contain  very  broad  insinuations 
against  Si  a  Richard  Strachan  ;  and  that 
being  the  case,  it  was  an  underhanded  act  to 
;present  it  without  first  apprising  Sir  Richard 
of  its  contents,  or,  at  the  very  least,  no 
promise  of  sicrecy  should  have  bleen  asked 
of  the  king. ^All  this,  liowever,  is  no- 
thing when  compared  with  the  question 
which  here  arises  between  the  miniaters 
and  the  country,'^ — ^This  narrative  of 
Lord  Chatham  contains  most  important 
information  respecting  both  the  policy  and 
the  conducti^  of  the  Walcheren  Exped't- 
tion.     Qbserv.e ;  it  waff  written  on  ihe  1 5th 


of  October.  Do  you  belitve,  reader,  that  it 
lay  quietly  until  the  I5tli  of  January,  with- 
out being  shewn  to  any  of  the  ministers  f 
Can  you  believe  this?  What  was  it  drawn 
up  for  ?  Tlie  attacks  upon  Lord  Chuthant 
were  going  on  daily  in  the  news-papers. 
Is  it  likely,  that  he  kept  his  defence  in  his 
pocket,  'till  the  i5th  of  January,  without 
letting  it  see  the  light  ?  Is  it  likely  that 
he,  who  has  no  parliamentary  interest, 
would  set  his  colleagues  at  defiance  by- 
going  to  the  king  with  his  narrative  be- 
fore he  shewed  it  to  them  ?  Nay,  that  he 
would  request  tlie  king  not  to  show  it  to  ihem  f 
Well ;  and  supposing  all  this ;  supposing, 
that  he  really  did  thus  keep  the  whole 
matter  a  secret  from  them  till  the  mo- 
ment when  the  paper  was  brought  before 
the  Houae  of  Commons ;  supposing  this, 
do  you  believe,  reader,  that,  in  that  case 
the  ministers  would  have  defended  him, 
would  have  made  such  great  exertions  to 
save  him  from  censure,  and  would  even 
have  risked  a  division  which  threatened  to 
be  so  fatal  to  them  ?  Is  there  in  an^  sane 
mind  credulity  equal  to  a  belief  of  this  ? 
I  am  convinced,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in 
all  England  who  believes  it ;  and,  indeed* 
it  is  almost  an  insult  to  the  understanding 
of  the  public  to  have  said  so  much  upon 
the  subject.— —Well ;  now  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  the  ministry,  the  Wal- 
cheren ministry,  the  Jubilee  ministry,  ad- 
vised the  Kipg,  on  the  20th  of  Decern - 
ber>  more  than  two  months  after  the  Nar- 
rative was  written,  to  tell  the  city  of  Loo- 
don,  in  answer  to  their  petition  for  In- 
quiry, that  he  did  not  intend  to  institute 
any  Inquiry  relative  to  the  Walcheren 
Expedition.  But,  more  especially  let 
it  be  remembered;  let  it  be  borne  in 
everlasting  remembrance,  that  this  Nar- 
rative of  Lord  Chatham  was  not  amongst 
the  papers  laid  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro-> 
mise  made  in  the  Spsbch  at  the  opening 
of  the  session.  In  that  Speech  the  par- 
liament were  told,  IN  THE  KING'S 
NAME,  that  he  would  cause  to  be  laid 
before  them  such  papers,  relative  to  the 
Expedition,  as,  HE  TRUSTED,  wouki 
be  sati^actory.  Amongst  the  papers  laid 
before  the  Hou#e  of  Commons,  />rmoiM 
toihe  Inquiry,  this  Narrative  of  Lord  Chat- 
ham was  not,  ih^^h  it  is  now  cooieised 
that  the  king  had  it  in  his  possession  ea 
the  \6th  qf  January,  that  is  to  say,  t%kt 
days  before  the  Speech  was  nrnde  to  the  Far^ 
iiament,  and  that  it  remained  in  his  poa* 
aessipo;  nntil  the  JWst  WB^b»  in  Eebniary  ; 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


373} 


MAKOI 10,  I8ia— . 


Biff. 


(474 


and,  of  course,  it  most  hare  bem  in  his 
possession,  at  the  Tenr  moment,  when  m 
premise  vxu  maSe  in  Ati  name,  to  lay  before 
parliameDt  sacb  papers  as  he  trusted  would 
be  satisfactory.  At  the  time,  indeed, 
when  the  other  papers  were  laid  before 
the  House  of  Commons,  it  is  said  that  this 
paper  had  retorned  for  a  few  days,  into 
the  possession  of  its  author ;  but  why  was 
not  the  House  told,  then,  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  paper  ?  Why  were  they  not  ap- 
prized that  such  a  paper  was  coming  ? 
The  case  is  too  plain  to  need  another 
word  :  and,  yet  the  ministers  defend  this 
Lord  Chatham  at  the  risk  of  their  places  ! 
Would  they  hare  done  this,  if  they,  as 
is  now  pretended,  had  been  kept  in  ig- 
horance  as  to  the  existetite,  or  the  pur- 
port of  this  paper? — r-Those  who  be- 
lieve in  Fairies  would   reject  the  belief 

of  this. 1  shall  only  add,  upon  this 

subject,  that,  from  the  Lists,  printed  in 
the  news-papers,  it  appears,  that  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke,  the  brother  of  Me. 
Charles  Yorke,  voted  for  Lord  Chatham 
upon  this  occasion,  or,  at  least,  against 
Mr.  Whitbread*8  motion  of  censure  ;  and 
that  Lord  Mahon,  the  Surveyor  of  .Green 
Wax  and  Keeper  of  the  Records  in  Birming- 
ham Tower,  did  the  same. 

Reversion  Bill. ^This  bill  has,  from 

some  deficiency  in  point  of  form,  failed 
again  in  the  Lords;  and  another,  it  seems, 
is  to  be  brought  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Mr.  Peter  Moore  said,  upon 
this  subject  being,  the  other  day,  before 
the  House,  that  *'  this  was  a  most  unfor- 
"  tunate  bill ;  it  had  had  many  nurses  and 
"  was  yet  stunted  in  its  growth ;  and  not- 
"  withstanding  all  its  friends,  he  was 
"  afraid  it  was  not  destined  to  come  to  ma- 
"  turity.  He  thought  that  the  House 
"  ought  not  to  abandon  itself,  and  should 
"  pass  Address  upon  Address  raiher  than 
*'  give  up  their  opinions  uppn  this  tuea- 

«  sore. He  maintained,  that  the  best 

"  service  that  could  be  done  the  Empire 
*•  was  to  take  care  of  the  Finances.  He 
**  adverted  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Steele, 
"  who  had  not  been  ma<te  an  example  of 
•'  — so  that  other  defaulters  were  encou- 
**  raged.  He  then  mentioned  the  cases  of 
"  Mr.  Vtllibrs  and  Mr.41unt,  which  had 
*' occurred  since ;  and  stated,  that  of  the 
•'  balance  of  90,000/.  due  to  the  public, 
"  30,000/.  had  been  due  firoth  the  year 
••  180>5,  when  Mr.  Hunt  was  Treasurer 
*•  of  the  Ordnance  before.  H&w  many 
^families  must  be  catted  upon  for  taxes  to 
^  make  t^  th€$e  (Hdancct  t    He  thought  the 


*«  Bank  might  do  for  nothing  Ae  portioii 
"  of  the  boaness  of  the  public  mt  present 
''  conducted  by  them,  on  account  of  the 
"  use  of  such  an  immense  sum  of  public 
''  money,  by  which  they  were  enabled  to 
"  discount  to  the  amonnt  of  fram  a  millioQ 
"  and  a  half  to  two  millions  a  week.  He 
"  then  adverted  to  the  little  satis£u:tion 
'*  the  public  had  received  with  respect  to 
**  the  Loyalty  Mem,  Mr.  John  Bowles, 
*'  &c.  &c. ;  and  concluded  by  declaring 
"  his  preference  of  the  mode  of  Address, 
"  as  it  kept  the  subject    in  their  own 

"  bands.'' ^Tbis  is  the  sort  of  Speech, 

to  which  Mr.  Yorke  alluded,  when  he 
said,  in  answer  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
that  our  greatest  danger  arose,  not  from 
Buonaparte  (poor  gentleman!  as  if  be 
knew  any  thing  about  Buonaparte's 
views!):  no,  no;  not  from  Buonaparte, 
"  but  from  Speeches  mmdt  in  that  House, 
*'  which  gave  a  sanction  to  designing 
*'  persons  to  circulate  sentiments  that 
"  made  us  hate  one  another.*'  Yes,  if 
Mr.  Yorke  had  been  present,  you,  Mr. 
Moore,  would  certainly  have  mcurred 
his  Iqfty  displeasure.  What  !  would 
you,-  then,  make  us  hate  Mr.  Steele,  that 
old  bosom  companion  of  the  minister  who 
lent  forty  thousand  pounds  of  the  public 
money  to  Boyd  and  Benlield  (then  two 
members  of  parliament),  withcut  the  sanc- 
tion of  parliament  or  the  consent  of  hit 
colleagues  ?  Would  you  have  us  hate  Mr. 
VfLLiERs,  the  Right  Honourabk,  1  believe, 
who,  during  a  great  part  of  this  Jubilee 
reign,  has  been  one  of  the  most  choice  fa- 
vourites at  Court  ?  *'  How  many  fttnilies'* 
indeed  !  What  are  families,  when  com« 
pared  to  Mr.  VUliers  and  Mr.  ^eeie  and 
31r,  Hunt  and  our  old  friend  John  Bowies  f 
These  are  the  Speeches,  which^  ac- 
cording to  Mr  Yorke' s  notion,  "  make  us 
hate  one  another ;"  make  us  haie  such  wor- 
thy people  as  those  just  mentioned.  Very 
true,  they  do,  in  good  earnest,  tend  t(x, 
make  us  bate  them ;  but,  where  is  the 
harm  of  that,  Mr.  Yorke  f  Pray  tell  us, 
where  the  harm  of  that  is.  Pray  tell  us^ 
why  we  should  not  hate  them.  But, 
above  all  ihings,  thou  sapient  man,  do 
tell  us,  how  our  hatred  of  such  persons 
can  tend  to  produce  pubtic  danger.  Do- 
have  the  goodness  to  tell  us,  how  it  can 
possibly  be,  that  our  hating  the  Steeled 
and  the  Viliiers's  and  the  Hunts  and  the 
John  Ik^wles's  has  a  tendency  to  expose 
our  country  to  danger.  Or,  if  you  are 
too  busy  to  eicplain  the  mystery  to  the 
rest  of  us,  do  have  the  g^^Wr-*^  ^^' 
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plain  it  to  the  Freeholders  of  Cambridge- 

gbire. ^Thc  truth  is,  that  this  complaint 

was  •f  a  piece  wiih  all  the  rest  of  Mr. 
Yorke's  conJuct  fi)r  some  time  past,  i  It 
was  intended  to  prevent,  or  cheeky  the  ex- 
pression of  w.holesome  truths  in  the  House, 
and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  prevention 
<if  a  repetition  of  them  out  of  the  House. 
This  scheme,  however^  has  hitherto  failed, 
and,  I  trust,  the  people  of  Cambridge- 
shire will  set  upon  it  a  mark  of  their  re- 
probation. • 

Want  of  room  compels  me  to  postpone 
the  observations,  which  1  intended  to  have 
made  upon  the  case  of  Mr.  Fuller  ;  upon 
the  City  or  London  Petitjon  against  the 
pension  to  Baron  Douro  and  Viscount 
Talavera  (the  town  where  our  sick  and 
wounded  were  left)  and  his  two  genera- 
tions; upon  the  not  hearing  any  thing 
lately  about  the  Rev.  Mr,  Beazeky,  who 
olfercd  the  Duke  of  Portland  a  bribe  and 
who  wrote  a  No-popery  pamphlet;  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Catholic  Claims,  and 
the  dispute  about  the  Veto;  and,  though 
last  not  least,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
MonourahU  Warwick  Lake's  Court-mar- 
iial,  respecting  the  putting  of  an  EnglisJi 
Seaman  on  $hore  upon  a  desert  Island,  not 
forgetting  the  conduct  of  Sir  Alexander 
Cochrane,  and  which  subject  must  and 
will  find  its  way  to  the  heart  of  every 
man  in  this  kingdom. 

fjfST  In  consequence  of  a  wish  expressed 
by  Mr.  Wright,  the  Editor  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Debates,  I  think  it  right  to- 
state,  that,  in  my  observations  upon  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Windham,  at  page  20C  of 
this  volume,  where  I  say,  that  Mr.  Wind- 
ham consulted  with  Mr.  Wright  as  to  the 
best  place  of  standing  in  the  house  and 
the  way  to  modulate  his  voice,  it  was  not 
meant  to  convey  the  idea,  that  Mr.  Wind- 
ham was  theirs/  mavei^  as  to  such  consult- 
ation. The  fact,  as  Mr.  Wright  says, 
was  the  contrary.  He  first  mentioned 
the  thing  to  Mr.  Windham,  in  consequence 
of  his  being  requested  so  to  do  by  several 
of  the  Reporters,  who  expressed  their  re- 
gret that  they  could  not  hear  him  dis- 
tinctly. But,  the  circumstance  was  not 
stated  by  me  as  containing  matter  of 
blame,  any  more  than  was  the  other  cir- 
cumstance of  Mr.  Windham's  taking  %o 
much  pains  to  have  his  speeches  prirtted  and 
corrected,  to  do  which  I  myself  had  urged 
him  many  and  many  a  time.  Not  in  the 
way  of  blame  were  these  things  men- 
tioned ;  but  merely  to  show,  that,  at  the 
i>ottom  of  hi8  hearty  he  bad  not  that  con- 


tempt for  the  persons,  connected  i^th  tb« 
press,  which  his  speech  was  calculated  te 
make  the  world  believe  he  had. 

W.  COBBETT. 
London,  9M  March,  1810. 

COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  History 

OF 

ENGLAND, 

Which  in  the  compass  of  Sixteen  Volumes, 
royal  ogtavo,  will  contain  a  full  and 
accurate  Report  of  all  the  recorded 
Proceedings,  and  of  all  the  Speeches 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  from 
the  earliest  times,  to  the  Year  1 803, 
when  the  publication  of  '*  Cobbett's 
Parliamentary  Debates'^  commenced. 

The  numerous  Subscribers  to  the  above 
Work  are  respectfully  informed,  that  the 
Sixth  Volume,  embracing  the  period 
from  the  Accession  of.  Queen  Anne,  in 
1702,  to'  the  Accession  of  King  George 
the  First,  in  1714-,  will  be  ready  for 
delivery  on  Saturday  the  31st  instant. 

Trial  qf  Mr,  Perry,  and  Mr,  Lambert, /or 
a  Libel,  continued  from  p.  352. 
Gentlemen,  I  most  perfectly  acquiesce 
in  the  clear  truth,  propriety  and  necessity 
of  the  rule  which  his  Lordship  has  laid 
down,  as  to  the  description  of  matter  which 
I  may  desire  to  be  read.  If  I  were  so  far 
to  forget  the  respect  which  I  owe  to  the 
Court  and  to  you,  as  to  desire  passages 
quite  extraneous  and  foreign  to  the  Bobject 
to  be  read,  and  attempt  to  create  an  argu- 
ment from  them,  I  should  be  properlv 
rebuked  by  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord^ 
But  I  am  not  so  bewildered.  I  know  that 
nothing  would  be  more  absurd  than  to  at* 
tempt  to  join  things  which  have  no  con* 
nection.  If  we  were  charged,  for  instance^ 
with  the  insertioh  of  a  paragraph  offensivs 
to  morals,  or  with  any  crime  the  most 
intolerable  and  abhorrent  to  our  natures^ 
such  as  .blasphemy  or  impiety,  and  that 
we  were  to  bripg  a  thousand  paragraphs  to 
prove  our  loyaltfr  or  our  patriotism,  they 
would  not,  and  they  ought  not  to  stand  ui 
in  any  stead,  for  we  can  only  adduce  that 
which  is  pertinent  to  the  matter  in  issae» 
fiut  when  1  agree  to  this,  I  must  lay  in 
my  claim,  that  the  mere  disjunction  of 
paragraphs,  which  are  kindred  in  tenor^ 
and  appropriate  to  the^^a^e^  shall  n«(nal« 
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lify  them,  iKMr  deprive  me  of  their  benefit; 
for  the  Noble  aiid  Learned  Lord  mJl  tell 
you  that  you  have  a  right  to  take  the 
whole  paper  into  your  view — That  such 
has  been  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord's 
own  just  practice,  and  recommendation  to 
Jurors,  when  he  told  them  that  the  mind 
and  intention  of  the  Defendants  were  to  be 
made  out  and  ascertained  from  the  whole 
tendency  of  the  book  or  paper  upon  which 
the  record  was  bottomed. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  let  me  beg  of  you  to 
attend  to  the  immediate  cause  and  reason 
of  the  appearance  of  the  paragraph  com- 
plained of  in  my  Paper  of  the  day  men- 
tioned. There  is,  as  I  said  before,  a  full, 
temperate,  and  £eiithful  narrative  of  the 
offer  of  negociation  which  had  been  made 
by  Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord  Liverpool,  to 
Lord  Grenville  and  Lord  Grey — and  there 
is  contained  in  that  narrative  a  train  of 
reasoning  upon  the  terms  of  the  overture 
that  had  been  made,  on  the  answers  thereto, 
and  on  the  result.  Having  prepared  and 
digested  this  paper,  and  delivered  it  to 
Mr.  Lambert  for  insertion  in  The  Morning 
Chrtmicle,  I  met  with  this  paragraph  in  a 
respectable  and  well-written  Sunday  Paper 
{The  Exautina'),znd  finding  it  to  harmonize 
with  the  Essay  I  had  prepared — ^1  took  it 
as  a  fit  and  appropriate  postscript ;  a  just 
corollary  from  the  foregoing  propositions, 
and  1  directed  it  to  be  copied  accordingly. 
I  do  not  come  here,  therefore,  to  prat« 
about  negligence,  or  oversight,  or  creeping 
in  by  accident— No,  I  took  it  with  my 
eyes  open,  in  the  morning,  with  my  senses 
fresh,  and  with  the  entire  approbation  of 
my  judgment  as  to  its  innocence.  Th«  first 
passage  in  the  narrative.  Gentlemen,  to 
which  I  would  beg  leave  to  draw  his 
Lordship's  attention  and  yours,  is  in  the 
second  column  of  the  second  page,  and  is 
as  follows: — 

*«  Lord  Grenville  arrived  in  town  on 
Thursday  last,  the  28th,  at  night,  and,  it 
i^  understood,  that  on  the  29th  he  commu- 
nicated to  Mr.  Perceval  that  he  could  not, 
consistently  with  h'ls  principles,  have  any 
interview,  or  enter  into  any  discussion 
with  him,  with  a  view  to  his  forming  an 
ACCESSION  to  the  present  Administration, 
as  be  considered  their  measures  to  be  most 
objectionable  in  every  respect,  and  he 
could  never  approve  the  principles  of  their 
formation.  It  is  understood  that  when  he 
said  this,  he  begged  to  express  his  most 
invariable  and  profound  sentiments  of  res- 
pect for  his  Majesty;  that  his  conduct 
and  principles  he  tnuted  bftd  always  been 


calculated  to  Jkes/,  iMWlo/iMatf, lie  4 
of  the  empire,  but  that  be  could  not  view 
what  was  proposed  as  teodiag  to  that  end/' 
This  will  serve  to  shew  yoo  what  was 
the  feeling  of  die  mind  of  that  great  and 
superior  Statesman,  as  to  the  character 
and  tendency  of  the  system  to  which  he 
was  invited  to  accede,  and  in  which  his 
declaration  is  disUncx!y  stated,  that  his 
conduct  and  principles  had  always  bcea 
calculated  to  heal,  not  to  foment,  the  divi- 
sions of  the  Empire,  "  but  that  he  could 
not  view  what  was  proposed  as  tending 
to  that  end/'  Upon  this  the  narrative 
proceeds  to  reason,  and  the  whole  ten* 
dency,  purport»and  drift  of  the  subsequent 
argument  is  to  shew  that  by  a  different 
course  of  proceeding— namely,  if  the 
Noble  Lords  had  been  commanded  to  at- 
tend his-  Majesty  in  person,  there  would 
have  been  an  immediaU  prospect  of  a 
change  of  system  that  would  have  tended 
"  to  heal,  nut  to  foment,  the  divisions  of 
the  Empire.''  And  this  is  particularljr 
expressed  in  the  next  passage,  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  draw  your  notice— where  it 
is  said : 

''  If  the  question  relates  to  prospective 
measures,  whether  of  war,  negociation, 
commercial  intercourse,  or  domestic  ecO'» 
nomy.  If  in  those  great  leading  lines  of 
Government  the  conduct  is  to  be  directly 
the  reverse  of  that  which  has  been  pursued, 
who  shall  represent  to  the  Sovereign  the 
wisdom  of  tbe  measures  that  are  to  be  pro« 
posed,  or  the  mischief  of  those  that  are  to. 
be  abandoned  ?  Are  those  whose  aid  are 
asked  in  the  crisis  and  exigency  of  public 
afi&irs,  to  be  shut  out  from  this  communi- 
cation ;  and  is  it  to  be  entrusted  to  those 
who  have  a  direct  interest  to  give  the 
representation  a  false  colour,  and,  inde- 
pendent of  interest,  have  views  of  theques* 
lion  calculated  to  mislead  their  judgment." 
So  much  for  my  meaning,  as  to  the 
change  of  system,  meaning  a  total  change  ' 
of  measures  only,  but  that  that  total  change 
would  bring  a  crowd  of  blessings  in  its 
^rain  "  immediately  and  of  course." 

Ah  !  but  the  period  was  to  be  postpon^^ 
ed — No  blessings  till  after  the  demise  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King— and  thf 
crime  of  the  char§[e  is,  tliat  I  postponed  this 
happy  period  imtil  that  day  which  we  all 
trust  may  be  so  distant.  Kead  the  para- 
graph which  introduces  that  which  speaks 
of  the  King,  and  of  the  Heir  Apparent^ 
together  with  that  paragraph  itself — and 
then  see^  Gentlemen,  what  interpretation 
you  will  put  upoamy  adopted^aragranh. 
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'*  Awful  Bs  th«  crisis  is,  aad  arduous  as 
the  task  would  t^e,  we  may  conciode  from 
their  principles  and  conduct  (meaning  the 
principles  and  conduct  of  Lord  Grenville 
and  Lord  Grey)  that  they  will  be  ready  to 
devote  themselves  to  the  service  of  their 
King  and  Country.  But  they  cannot, 
consistently  with  these  principles,  permit 
Lord  Liverpool  and  Mr.  Perceval  to  be 
the  persons  to  communicate  their  thoughts 
and  views— a  rule  of  action  which  we  con- 
ceive to  be  most  correct ;  not  dictated  by 
any  narrow-minded  principles  of  exclusiou, 
but  resting  upon  those  sound  and  well  con* 
sidered  views  oi*  the  constitution  which 
ought  to  govern  their  coiyiuct  as  states- 
men in  this  most  important  aad  interest- 
ing matter. 

"  We  ought  to  add  to  this  statement, 
that  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales  has,  upon  this  most  curious  and  in- 
teresting occasion,  taken  a  line  which  must 
•xalt  his  character  and  endear  him  to  his 
country.  The  sentiments  of  his  Royal 
Highness  on  the  awful  crisis  of  the  empire^ 
and  of  the  character  of  the  measures  which 
have  led  to  that  crisis,  are  not  unknown. 
He  feels  on  the  subject  like  every  other 
enlightened  man,  but  more  strongly,  peH- 
haps,  because  he  has  a  deeper  interest 
than  any  other  in  its  welfare  :  but,  from 
lome  unfounded  rumours  respecting  his 
interference  in  the  arrangements  which 
were  in  contemplation,  the  Prince  has 
thought  it  his  duty  to  express  to  his  Ma- 
jesty his  firm  and  unalterable  determina- 
tion to  preserve  the  same  course  of  neu- 
trality which  he  has  maintained,  and 
which,  from  every  feeling  of  dutiful  at- 
tachment to  his  Majesty's  person, from  his 
reverence  of  the  virtues,  and  from  his  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  and  solicitude  of  his 
Royal  Father  for  the  happiness  of  his  peo^ 
pie,  he  is  sensible  ought  to  be  the  course 
that  be  should  pursue.  We  have  no  doubt 
but  that  this  assurance  of  the  filial  respect 
of  the  Heir  Apparent,  in  not  interposing 
his  high  influence  in  the  forming  of  an  ad- 
ministration, will  be  most  acceptable  to 
hisMayesty.'' 

I  pause  here,  Gentlemen,  and  fairly  put 
it  to  you,  whether  I  might  not  safely  leave 
my  whole  case^  and  that  of  my  faithful 
friend,  in  your  hands  here,  with  this  de- 
monstration of  my  feelings,  with  this  de- 
claration of  my  opinion  before  you.  Will 
any  fair  man  say  that  I  do  not  in  this  pa- 
ragraph inculcate  the  duty  of  love  and 
rever«nce  for  his  Majesty,  t>j  stating,  not 
moroly  my  own  ideas  of  his  royal  virtues. 


of  his  wisdom,  and  paternal  solicitude  for 
the  hapoiness  of  his  people,  but  the  opi- 
oion  and  feeling  of  the  illustrious  person- 
age, the  highest  subject  in  his  empire^ 
the  most  interested  next  to  himself  in  its 
welfare—and  whose  example  of  reverence 
and  devotion  was  so  well  calculated  to  in- 
spire confidence  and  attachment  in  every 
class  of  the  community  ?  Gentlemen/  this 
paragraph,  so  expressing  his  Royal 
Highness's  sense  of  his  M&gesty's  psternal 
wisdom  and  solicitude,  I  declare  this  day, 
in  the  presence  of  God  and  my  country,  I 
wrote,  and  that  it  expresses  my  own  senti* 
ments  as  one  of  his  Majesty's  most  humble 
subjects. 

Is  there  any  thing  here  that  talks  of 
postponing  the  blessings  to  another  reign  ? 
No,  directly  the  reverse.  There  is  prcs-eot 
consolation  held  out  to  the  people  in  the  as- 
surance of  his  Majesty's  wisdom  and  pater- 
nal solicitude,  and  there  is  the  cheering 
prospect  of  their  being  perpetuated  by  the 
description  of  the  virtues  of  the  Heir  Ap- 
parent. I  feel  that  I  am  bronght  here 
improperly,  and  that,  instead  of  being 
charged  with  this  as  an  oflence,  I  should 
have  received  the  thanks  of  every  good 
friend  of  the  Monarchy  for  the  sentiment 
I  promulgated. 

I  contess  my  astonishment  that  wo 
should  be  brought  here  upon  such  a  charge. 
And  I  have  endeavoured  in  vain  to  finds 
reasonable  justification  for  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  in  this  proceeding.  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  believe,  that  they  acted  sa 
the  hasty  and  intolerant  animadversion 
that  was  made  upon  the  text  by  a  rival 
Journalist  the  ne±t  day — an  animadversioa 
that  was  more  than  ordinarily  coane  and 
violent,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking,  thst 
the  comment  of  the  ilfomm^  PoU  has  been 
officiously  read,  so  as  to  ma£:e  the  impres* 
sion  in  some  quarter  from  which  this  prO' 
secution  originates :  and  that  it  is  not  the 
well-considered  result  of  an  examination 
of  the  paper  by  the  Learned  Gentlemen 
themselves. 

[Here  the  Attorney  General  interrupted 
Mr.  Perry,  and  appealed  to  the  Court  He 
said,  that'he  had  remained  silent  longer 
perhaps  than  he  ought,  and  sufiered  the 
Defendant  to  wander  from  the  point  at  is^ 
sue ;  but  now  that  he  was  drawing  into 
observation  persons  not  in  the  Cause,  and 
not  in  Covut,  and  even  naming  them,  he 
must  interfere,  and  say  that  he  could  not 
submit  to  the  irregularity. 

Lord  Ellenborougb  said>  that  if  Mr. 
Attorney  General  ba^eeA  reason  to  slop 
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Mn  Perry  before,  be  niight  have  done  so. 
If  he  had  himself  seen  any  material  cause 
for  interference,  he  certainly  should  have 
felt  it  his  duty  to  have  done  so— although 
when  a  Gentleman  came  into  the  Court  to 
speSk  for  himself,  they  must  not  be  fastidi- 
ous if  he  did  not  entirely  regulate  himself 
by  the  established  forms  of  their  proceed- 
ing. Mr.  Perry  certainly  must  abstain 
from  personal  allusions. 

Mr.  Pep.ky  said.  My  Lord,  I  respect- 
fully submit  to  the  rules  of  Court,  per- 
suaded as  I  am  that  ray  ignorance  of  its 
forms  will  not  be  taken  as  a  trespass ;  and 
that  under  your  Lordship's  protection  I 
shall  not  be  unnecessarily  narrowed  in 
my  defence.  I  was  only  endeavouring  to 
find  a  .notive  to  account  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, and  I  am  perfectly  sensible  that 
their  motives  can  be  no  justification  of  my 
conduct,  if  wrong.*] 

Mr.  Perry  proceeded — Gentlemen, 
take  the  paragraph  by  itself,  unconnected 
with  the  illustration  which  I  hate  given, 
and  see  if  it  can  be  tortured  into  the  mean- 
in?  which  is  put  upon  it.  It  does  not  al- 
ledge  that  the  successor  of  our  present 
Sovereign  Lord  is  to  be  more  popular, 
it  states  only  that  he  has  the  finest  op- 
portunity  of    becoming    nobly  popular. 


*  *  The  following  is  the  parage  alluded 
to:— 

"  Never,  surely,  was  any  thing  more 
calculated  to  insult  the  good  sense  or 
horrify  the  pure  and  amiable  nature  of 
his  Royal  Highness,  nor  was  ever  any 
Aing  more  calculated  to  call  forth  the 
indignation  and  execration  of  a  loyal  and 
admiring  people,  upon  the  wretch  who  is 
capable  of  broaching  ideas  so  repugnant 
to  the  feelings  of  the  illustrious  Heir  Ap- 
parent, and  to  the  ardent  wishes  of  every 
good  and  virtuous  subject.  To  the  indig- 
nation and  execration  of  the  British  nation 
do  we  therefore  consign  this  damning 
specimen  of  the  abominable  and  infamous 
sentiments  by  which  the  base  faction  are 
impelled  in  their  most  unprincipled  and 
diabolical  pursuits.'* — Morking  Post,  3rd 
October,  1809^ 

The  allusion  was  really  made  to  the 
above  article,  in  order  to  shew  the  Editor 
of  that  paper  (who  when  out  of  political 
contest  is  a  most  friendly  and  obliging 
inan,)and  to  shew  Editors  in  general,  how 
indiscreet  it  is  to  throw  unprovoked  odium 
upon  one  another.  If  the  press  would 
only  be  true  to  itself,  it  would  be .  unas- 
sailable. 


Can  these  words  involve  even  the  insinu- 
ation of  disrespect  to  his  Majesty's  sacred 
person?  ^lay  they  not  rather  be  fairly 
construed  into  a  most  courteous  and  loyal 
compliment  ?  Have  I  not  a  right  to  say  that 
the  duration  of  his  Majesty's  happy  reign, 
the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  oif  which  we  are 
now  celebrating  as  a  Jubilee,  has  given 
the  finest  opportunity  (of  which  the  pa. 
ragraph  speaks)  iV)r  the  Heir  Apparent  to 
learn  the  means  by  which  he  may  make 
himselfnobly  popular?  Was  there  ever 
an  Heir  Apparent  since  the  Revolution — 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Monarchy 
— since  the  beginning  cf  the  world,  that 
did  poFsess  such  opportunities  as  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales? 
Did  ever  Prince  study  the  art  of  Govern- 
ment in  such  a  school — or  did  ever 
Prince  undergo  such  a  probation,  as  the 
length  of  his  Royal  Father's  reign,  and 
the  fearful  ereots  which  have  passed  under 
his  eye,  liave  afforded  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness? Nay,  after  all,  what  is  this,  but 
what  happens  every  day  in  colloquial 
discoui'se  when  it  is  a  common  flattery? 
Gentlemen,  if  I  had  not  determined  to 
abstain  from  every  thing  that  could  have 
the  air  or  tone^  or  emphasis  of  elocution— 
that  could  be  thought  to  be  an  attempt 
to  engage  and  to  work  upon  your  feel* 
tugs, — f  could  here  adduce  the  most 
beautiful  and  the  most  tender  passages 
from  ancient  and  from  modern  writers — 
from  the  pages  of  the  historian  and  of  the 
poet,  to  shew  that  in  all  times  and  by  the 
most  sublime  alhisiens,  it  has  been  con* 
sidered  the  most  endearing  sentiment  to 
the  heart  of  a  pareEt,  that  his  virtues  and 
his  glory  were  to  survive,  and  even  to  be 
transcendent  in  his  son.  But  I  am  not 
come  hercj  Gentlemen,  to.  attempt  to  stir 
the  emotions,  but  simply  to  address  jthe 
understanding-— And  I  may  surely  say, 
without  disparagement  of  the  Parent,  that 
the  Son  may  be  nobly  popular  by  follow- 
ing the  example  be  has  set,  by  treading 
in  his  steps,  by  having  become  so  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  character^ 
with  the  feelings  and  with  the  interests  of 
the  people  he  will  in  due  course  of  time 
be  called  on  to  govern-— and  what  I  con** 
ceive  to  be  also  most  favourable,  that  he 
will  be  of  a  mature  age,  to  chude  the 
persons,  of  whose  experience,  ability 
and  maxims  of  Government  be  has  had 
such  means  of  being  so  ihoroughiy.ac* 
quainted,  as  to  enable  him  to  give  to  his 
own  free  choice  of  his  AdministratioR  the 
confidence  ot  his  Subjects,     r^^^^i^ 
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But,  GeDtlemen,  I  am  abl«,  fortunate- 
ly, to  shew  you,  by  that  which  must  be 
present  to  all  your  recollection,  that  at 
the  time  of  the  publication  of  the  para- 
graph in  question,  there  was  a  great  topic 
of  public  interest  in  universal  discussion, 
the  nature  and  meaning  of  which  you  will 
discover  in  the  context  to  which  I  have 
drawn  your  regard.  At  that  time  Parlia- 
ment was  not  sitting.  Public  agitation 
was  at  its  height :  The  topic  was  in  every 
mouth;  and  the  Morning  Chronicle  was 
the  field  of  discussion  on  one  side,  as  rival 
Journals  were  on  the  other.  It  was  per- 
£eotly  understood  what  was  meant  by  the 
allusion  of  Lord'GrenviUe  to  the  principles 
which  would  tend  to  heal,  and  not  to  fo- 
ment  the  divisions  qf  the  Entire.  And  to 
shew  you  that  at  the  time  my  reasomng 
on  the  subject  was  taken  and  construed 
to  mean  distinctly,  that  the  blessings 
which  would  crowd  upon  us  by  a  change 
of  system,  would  arise  directly,  and  not 
remotely,  if  the  Noble  Persons  who  had 
been  applied  to  as  fit  and  proper  Ministers, 
to  strengthen  and  uphold  the  then  enfee- 
bled, tottering  and  disorganized  Cabinet, 
had  had  the  opportunity  presented  to 
them  of  impressing  on  his  Majesty's  Roy- 
al mind  the  conviction  with  which  they 
were  themselves  impressed,  I  have  only 
to  recall  your  memories  to  the  discussions 
of  the  time,  and  to  the  declarations  which 
were  understood  to  come  from  authority. 
Nay,  I  can  shew  you,  that  the  reasoning 
of  tWs  very  paper  was  so  understood  by 
that  autb4>rUy,.  and  so  answered  on  the 
TCty  day  sat>se<)uent  to  my  publication^ 
I  presume,  my  Lord,  I  may  be  permitted 
to  read,  as  a  part  of  my  speech,  a  para- 
graph to  this  eflect,  in  direct  answer  to 
my  article,  from  a  paper  which  was  pub- 
lished the  day  after? 

Lord  Ellenborodgh  said,  that  if  it  was 
a  paper  published  after  the  appearance 
of  the  paragraph  in  question,  it  certainly 
could  not  avail  the  Defendants  in  shewing 
tbehr  mind  or  intention  in  the  previous 
publication;  and  he  informed  Mr.  Perry, 
that  he  could  not  draw  any  inference 
from  any  paper  whatever,  without  put- 
ting it  in  and '  proving  it  regularly  as  evi- 
dence; in  which  case  the  Prosecutor 
would  have  the  power  to  adduce  evidence 
to  rebut  it  if  he  should  thhik  fit. 

Mr.  PERiiT.  I  thank  you,  my  Lord. 
G^demen  of  the  Jury,  I  am  grateful  to 


hb  Lordship  for  the  information  by  which 
your  time  will  be  saved,  and  by  which  I 
feel  that  I  shall  be  served,  for  the  para- . 
graph  I  was  going  to  read,  might 
have  led  me  into  a  train  of  reasoning, 
which  I  am  sensible,  upon  reflection,  it 
will  be  discreet  for  me  to  avoid f.  Gen- 
tlemen, it  is  only*  necessary  for  me  now 
to  say,'  that  not  only  from  the  paper  of  the 
day,  but  from  all  that  I  ever  published, 
I  wish  you  to  form  your  judgment  of  my 
intention  on'  this  one  act.  It  is  in  my 
opinion,  from  the  whole  body  and  tenor 
of  a  volume,  that  its  tendency  is  to  be 
taken,  and  a  journal,  though  the  numben. 
are  published  succe^ively,  is  of  the  same 
character!  You  must  look  Xo  the  style, 
drifl,  and  spirit,  with  which  it  is  written, 
and  the  doctrine  which  it  strives  to  incul- 
cate. -  Gentlemen,  try  us  by  this  roost 
faithful,  but  most  piercing  test  More 
than  thirty-three  years  of  my  life  have  I 
been  engaged  either  as  the  Editor  or 
Proprietor  of  a  Public  Journal-— more 
than  twenty  years  has  my  faithful  friend 
laboured  by  my  side,  and  that  we  are 
both  destined  to  pfrse^vu^  in  the  labour 
may  be  owing  to  tlie  integrity  we  have 
practised  in  \t* 

(To  be  continued.) 

t  The  paragraph  which  Mr.  Perry  pro- 
posed to  read,  appeared  in  a  very  king,^ 
ingenious,  and  candid  answer  (seemingly 
from  authority)  in  The  Courier,  to  the 
article  in  bis  Paper  on  the  day  before^ 
The  words  were  as  follows : 

"  We  had  hoped  indeed,  that  the  known. 
"  opinioQ  of  the  King,  the  known  opinions 
"  of  the  Country  upon  this  question,  and 
"  the  manner  in  which  Lord  Grenville  had- 
"  been  disavowed  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
"  Bishops  in  the  part  he  took  in  their  name 
'<  in  the  last  Session  but  one,  might  have 
'*  induced  a  disposition,  without  any 
"  pledge  or  any  assurance  beiv^  SM^  ^^ 
"  required,  to  have  formed  |i  ^ver»- 
**  ment  with  j)erson8  who  zft  knoMui  to 
''  think,  that  at  least  during  the  King's  life 
"  that  question  should  be  kept  at  rest," 

It  is  also  to  be  remembered,  that  in 
The  Morning  Chronifl^^tbe  4th  October, 
the.insulated  paragraph',  now  complained 
of,  was  decl  Are4*  "  to  express  only  a  fer- 
"  vent  hope  that  the  religious  prejudices 
"  of  the  present  reign  might  not  be  per- 
"  petual." 
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There  'a  m  thueurt  piaot,  vludi  h,  at  |in.if>,  beid  bf  the  Eaal  ov  BvcuvcHAsowta  (kfte  Lori 
Hobart),  which  place  it  worth  £.  1 1,094.  or,  m  wonlf,  e£cvca  Ihammmi  mmd  mneif-fcmr  pmmii,  a  year. 
The  rerersioD  qf  thb  eounBOos  saUiy,  that  it  to  Mj,  tl^  |irnwiiia  of  it  ^per  the  fraeni  pomnm*s 
4(mM,  has  been  obtained  and  tecnred  by  Lots  ^AaWieat,  not  only  for  hittKif  donag  bit  fife,  baft, 
beyond  that,  fnr  the  Iha  tf  las  mo  mm;  and,  thii  Lurd  Hawtwidue  it,  at  the  reader  wiU  leooUeet,  a 
krother  of  Mr.  Cbailu  Yoike. 

Ml.  Cbaicss  YoacK,  of  whom  the  pnblfc  bat,  witbia  tbe  last  tadte  soaftbt,  hemrd  «»  mmth  ;  that 
Mr.  Char'es  Vorke,  who,  opoo  Mr.  Wmrd\e'%  openioig  of  tba  Qiarcet  asaiatt  oar  late  Chteftuo,  whaiuly 
declared  htit  bcl»ef  that  tbeie  was  a  Jacobinical  Coa^kacy  on  loot  agaiott  tbe  iUattnoas  Howe  «f  TTiibm 
wick;  that  Mr.  Charlei  Yorfce,  who,  from  tbe  iDoaKat  the  Walcberea  laqoiry  bqaa,  awfed  tbe 
Sttodin^ Order  for  tbuttinr  the  Dehale  Raportert  out  of  tbe  Gallery;  that  Bfr.  Cbariet  Torfce,  wba, 
when  a  motion  was  maile  for  laqoiry,  wlikh  OMtioo  wat  nypowJ  by  the  OMMtter,  declared  tbatt  ba 
tbongbt  it  bis  doty  to  ttand  by  tbe  Moitter,  hecaase  the  aiiniiter  bad  leaoKed  to  tIaMi  by  tbe  king; 
aye,  tbafc  very  &lr.  Charles  Yorke,  bat,  witbin  thit  week,  reooved  tbronsb  tbe  haadt  of  tbat  aaaa 
minia^T,  a  fmot,  for  Rfe,  of  a  shuemre  place,  (or  place  where  aalhiiif  it  to  he  done)  called  a  TeOenbip 
aftheEicbaqoer,  worth  w£^. 2,7^  «  year;  that  it  to  say,  he  hat  that  tacored,  fer  hit  whole  lifrtiawt, 
imo  lk-ni9ami  tevtm  kumired  fmais  a  ftmr  to  be  paid  to  him  oat  of  tbe  taxes,  rtiwd  ^oa  the  paopla  gf 
Ei^laad. 


«Offl  Off!  No  Boeb  Loyalty  !  No  Caat ! 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Cambudgeshikb  Election. ^In  my 

last  Number,  at  the  close  of  a  Letter  to  the 
9rtMSn  tf  tke^VomUy  rf  Qimhri^  I 
expressed  my  intention  of  addressing  ano- 
tber  Letter  to  them,  upon  the  same  sob- 
jeci ;  bat,  1  am  happy  to  perceive,  that 
^  they  neither  xcaiu  nor  waued,  any  Letter 
from  me,  or  from  any  body  else,  to  in* 
dace  them  to  act  a  part  worthy  of  oncor- 
rupted  Englishmen;  Englishmen  having 
still  a  proper  sense  of  what  is  doe  to  them 
from  tneir  mlers.  The  reception,  which 
Mr.  Cbakles  YomKE,  that  constant  sup- 
porter of  every  measure  hostile  to  the 
public  purse,  and  to  public  freedom;  the 
reception  which  this  gentleman  met  with 
at  Cambridge,  at  the  Nandnatkm,  on  Tues- 
day last,  the  13th  instant,  is,  however,  of 
great  importance,  in  many  points  of  view, 
that  a  particular  account  of  it  demands, 
in  my  opinion,  the  precedence  of  all  other 
natters,  with  the  sole  exception  of  that, 
to  which  I  shall,  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
Number,  have  to  call  the  public  attention. 

In  my  next,  which  will  be  a  dtmkk 

nitmber,  I  shall  insert  all  the  speeches,  at 
foil  length,  made  upon  this  memorable 
occasion.  What  I  shall  now  offer  to  the 
reader  will  be  merely  an  account  of  what 
passed,  upon  the  occasiott  referred  to,  to- 
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gether  with  such  observations  as  have  oc- 
ctirred  to  roe  thereon,  and  as  1  am  led  to 
hope  may  be  of  some  little  use  in  further- 
ing the  great  work  of  eflecting  a  kgal  tmd 
amstkyikmal  reform  of  that  House,  wbow 
last  year,  rc^emd  Mm.  MAnocu's  motioii 
for  an  inouiry  into  the  soir  tf  teats;  that 
House,  woo,  this  year,  have  voted  away 
2,000L  a  year  of  our  money  for  three 
generations  to  the  man  who  left  his  sick 
apd  wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy, 
upon  the  very  spot  whence  he  takes  hit 
title  of  Viscount ;  that  House,  who,  whilo 
we  are  actually  sinking  imder  our  burdens, 
have  just  voted  nearly  a  million  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  30,000  Portu« 
gueee  troops  into  our  pay ;  that  House, 
who,  while  it  has,  this  Session,  reduced 
the  immbers  of  our  natioe  army,  has  aug- 
mented the  German  army,  now  maintained 
in  this  kingdom;  that  House,  in  short, 
without  a  reform  of  which  no  good  can 
be  expected,  no  change  for  the  better,  no 
alleviation  of  our  burdens,  no  punishment 
on  ^e  heads  of  PAlfC  Bobbers,  no  justice 
for  an  injured  and  insulted  people. 
The  first  circmnstance,  which  I  have  to 
notice,  is,  to  me,  a  most  pleasing  one, 
namely,  that,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Yorke, 
or  rather  bis  intolerant  and  tyrannical 
principles^  there  appears  to  have  been 
arrayed,  not  only  great  uYents,  hut  greai 
proprif  and  kigh  ran^     A  Mr*  Ksbms 
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proposed  Mr.  Yorke  and  was  seconded  by 
a  Major  Pemijerton.  These  are  men  who 
may.  be  known  in  their  wighbourhoods ; 
but,  tht  y  are  utterly  unknown  in  the  na- 
tion ;  while,  on  the  other  s^le,  we  see  Lord 
Francis  Osborne  proposed  by  the  Mar- 
Qurs  OF  Tavistock,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Brand,  men  w^ho  are  well  known  to  the 
whole  nation,  and  to  receive  praise  from 
whom  is,  of  itself,  no  smaH  honour.- 


Mr.  Yorke  seems  to  h:\ve  been  surprized 
at  the  thunder  of  indignation,  with  which 
he  was  received  by  those  who  had  sent 
him  to  parliament  for  20  years  past ;  and 
he  complained  grievously  of  the  being  re- 
fused a  hearing, Oh  I  then  it  was  that 

he  might  have  been  reminded,  that  Mr. 
Gale  Jones  was,  upon  his  motion,  sent  to 
Newgate,  without  any  trial,  there  to  be  kept 
during  the  pleasure  of  those  ^ho  sent  him  : 
and  then  it  was  that  he  might  have  been 
reminded,  too,  that  he  was  one  of  the  for- 
ward^st  in  supporting  Pitt  in  the  measure 
for  suspending  the  Act  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
in  consequence  of  which  suspension,  so 
jnany  persons  were  sent  to  prison,  and  there 
kept,  for  years,  without  any  trial,  without 
Hny  crime  alledgcd  against  tliem  in  any  court 
qf  justice,  and  when  finally  let  out  of  pri- 
•on  (those,  who  lived  to  be  let  out),  without 
being  able  to  obtain  any  redress.  While  the 
^ir  was  ringing  with  shouts  of  imlignation 
at  the  very  sight  of  him,  and  when,  in  a 
few  hours  after,  he  intimated  his  intention 
gf  declining  the  contest ;  in  those  moments 
ef  humiliation  he  must,  one  would  suppose, 
have  reflected  a  little  upon  his  past  manly 
conduct,  and  upon  the  sufteriiigs  of  Mr. 
Gale  Jones,  who,  upon  his  motion,  had 
been  sent  to  Newgate  (where  he  then  was, 
and  where  he  still  is)  for  having  called  Mr. 
Yorkers  cpnduct,  i^  shutting  the  Gallery, 
*'  an  outrc^e  upon  public  feeling,'*  and  having 
adrertised  his  intention  of  having  a  dis- 
cussion tbereoii.  For  this  was  Mr.  Gale 
Jones,  without  any  trial,  and  by  tlie  sole 
power  of  the  offended  party,  sent  to  jail; 
and,  upon  this  point,  as  well  as  others, 
did  the  Freeholders  of  C«mbridgeshire 
express  their  opinion.  Mr.  Gale  Jones 
proposed  to  discuss  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Yorke,  in  causing  the  Gallery  to  be  shuf, 
and  Mr.  Yorke  caused  him  to  be  put  into 
jail  for  such  proposition ;  but,  the  first 
greeting  he  got  from  the  Freeholders  of 
Cambridgeshire,  from  those  who  sent  him 
into,  ^he  House  of  Commons,  was,  5^  OJ^, 
"  (^,  clear  the  Gallery  f  Is  it  again  to  clear 
"  i,hs  Gallery  that  we  are  to  re-elect  you  ?'' 


This  was  the  first  salute  he  received,  not 
from  a  rabble,  as  he  would  have  called  the 
people  in  Westminster,  but  from  the  very 
persons  who  had  sent  him  to  parliament : 
these  very  persons  saluted  him  with  a  re- 
petition of  that  for  having  uttered  which 
he  had  caused  Mr.  Gale  Jones  to  be  sent 
to  Newgate.  What  a  rich  thing  it  would 
be,  if  he  were,  after  getting  in  again, 
through  the  stinking  channel  of  some  rot- 
ten borough,  to  move  for  the  sending  of 
his  old  constituenUi  to  Newgate !  And, 
why  not !  They  told  hinx,  not, only  of  hii 
shutting  the  Gallery,  but  of  many  other 
of  his  parliamentary  feats,  many  other  hii 
despotic  acts  and  attempts,  such  as  raov- 
ing  for  the  imprisonment  cf  Mrs.  Clarke, 
during  the  investigation  about  the  Duke 
of  York.  Well,  then :  why  not  bring 
up  his  old  constituents,  and  put  thera  irt 
jail  loo  ?  Whati  right  had  the  House  to 
put  Mr.  Jones  in  jail,  any  more  than 
they  would  have  to  put  the  Freeholders 

of  Cambridgeshire  in  jail  ? This,bv* 

the-bye,  is  a  question  that  must  not  be 
dropped.  The  House  has  negatived  Sir 
Francis  Burdett's  motion,  and  some  of 
them  have  declared,  that  they  have  the 
right  of  committing  people  to  jail,  who  do 
not  belong  to  their  own  body  ;  but,  this 
is  a  point  which  is  yet  to  be  discussed,  h 
is  yet  to  be  settled,  and  made  known  to 
the  world>whether  there  does  really  exist, 
in  England,  any  man,  or  any  set  of  men, 
having  the  legal  right  of  sending  vhom 
they  please  to  prison,  witlunit  a  trial,  and 
keeping  persons,  so  sent  to  prison,  in  pri- 
son durir^  the  pleasure  of  the  party  exer- 
cising such  power.  Yes,  sure;  we  will 
endeavour  to  ascertain  this  point;  we  will 
endeavour  to  know,  whether  there  be,  m 
England,  any  body  who  can,  at  any  time, 
seize  any  of  us  and  put  us  into  jail,  and 
keep  us  there,  during  their  pleasure.  We 
will  find  out,  and  we  will,  before  we  boait 
any  more  about  our  liberties,  fir  the  point, 
whether  our  "representatives"  have  the 
"  privilege*'  of  laying  any  of  us  by  the 
heels,  whenever  they  choose,  and  of  keep- 
ing us  so  laid  by  the  heels  as  long  as  they 
choose.  I,  for  my  part,  never  yet  did 
vote  for  any  member  of  that  honourable 
House,  in  which  Mr.  Madocks's  motion 
was  negatived  ;  and,  I  am  sure  I  never 
will  ;  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  never  will 
vole  for  any  one  ;  yes,  I  am  quite  sure, 
that  I  never  will  help  to  choose  any  man 
to  represent  me,  unless  he  will  first  promise 
me  never  to  bring  me  before  him  and  lay 
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me  by  the  lieels.  ^Ir.  Jones  seems^  from 
his  excellent  Letter,*  to  be  resolved  to 
bring  this  matter  fairly  and  legally  to 
issue,  and,  in  so  doings  he  will  confer  a 
great  benefit  upon  the  country.- In  re- 
turning to  the  Cambridgeshire  election,  it 
is  not  the  mere  circumstance  of  driring 
away  Mr.  Yorkesomuchas  the  principles, 
upon  which  it 'was  done,  that  is  of  import- 
ance to  the  public.  He  was  not  opposed 
upon  the.  old  stale  ground  of  parti/.  It  was 
not  by  a  body  of  people,  brought  forward 
by  great  political  leaders,  that  he  was 
{looted  off.  It  was  by  the  real  freeholders 
of  a  county,  moved  by  principle  and  not  by 
the  weight  of  what  is  usually  called  interest, 
^The  speeches  of  the  Marquis  of  Tavi- 
stock, Mr.  Gunning,  Mr.  Brand,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  most  ably  and  clearly 
utate  the  grounds,  upon  which  Mr.  Yorke 
was  driven  away  :  namely.  That  he  has 
been  an  uniform  Supporter  of  an  Adminis- 

♦   To  Sir  Francis  BurdtU,  Bart, 

Sir  ;  I  request  permission  to  offer  the 
tribute  of  my  unfeigned  thanks  for  your 
most  able,  legal,  consitutional,  unanswer- 
able, and  unanswered  defence  of  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  the  People,  which  you 
are  of  opinion,  have  been  violated  in  my 
person.  So  strongly  fortified  is  my 
mind,  by  the  authority  of  your  judg- 
ment;  so  fully  assured  ami  that  no  Eng- 
lishman can  sustain  any  wront^,  w  ithout 
having  some  remedy,  that  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced the  House  of  Commons  never  had, 
nor  could  have,  the  privilege  of  exercising 
the  power  of  passing  a  sentence  of  impri- 
tontnent  upon  any  ptrson,  not  a  jnember 
of  its  own  body,  whilj!t  the  common  law. 
Magna  Charta/tlie  Petition  of  Right,  the 
Bill  of  Rii(hts,  the  Act  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
and  the  Act  of  Settlement,  are  the  unre- 
pealed laxvs  of  the  land.  Therefore  Twill 
never  so  far  degrade  my  character,  as 
humbly  to  petition  for  my  liberty,  vvhicjh  I 
boldly  claim  as  my  right. 

'*  Forgiveness  to  thft  injur*d  doth  l>eloQg, 
.  Tbey  never  can  forgive,  who  do  the  wro»g.** 
Nor  will  I,  "  from  a  slavish  fear,  or  pri- 
yate  policy"  compromise  the  Liberty  of 
my  fellow-subjects,  by  allowing  a  prece- 
dent to  be  drawn  from  my  acquiescence, 
which,  though  it  may  relieve  my  weakly 
frame  from  a  prison,  must  pbut  a  sting 
for  ever  in  my  mind.— I  have  the  honour 
to  be.  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your 
most  humble  servant, 

.JoHK  Gale  Jones. 

SiaU  Side  cf  Newgate,  March  13,  1810. 


tration,  by  whom  the  prtnwre  qf  taxation 
has  been  increasing,  until  it  is  almost  in- 
tolerable ;— that  he  has  supported  those, 
under  whom  hordes  qf  Foreign  Troops  have 
be€fn  introduced  into  this  country,  in  defi- 
ance of  every  constitutional  provision,  and 
to  the  hazard  of  our  rights  and  secu- 
rity ; — that,  upon  a  late  Inquiry,  he  re- 
vived the  old  exploded  cry  of  Jacobinical 
Conspiracy,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the 
adoption  of  the.  honest  and  unpreju- 
diced opinion,  which  the  nature  of  the 
charges    against   the  Duke  of  York  was 

calculated  to    produce  ; that  he    has 

recently  endeavoured  by  enforcing  the  Standi 
ing  Order,  to  deprive  the  people  of  the 
slender  and  melancholy  consolation  of 
knowing  who  were  the  authors  of  their  ca- 
lamities ; — in  short,  said  the  Marquis 
of  Tavistock,  such  have  b':en  the  politi- 
cal acts  of  Mr.  Yorke,  that,  "  iftfte  j)eople 
^^  were  fully  and  fairly  represented  inparlia- 
^*  ment,  he  might  go  from  county  to 
*'  county,  firom  town  to  town,  and  would 
"  not  get  a  single  elective  body  to  confide 

''in    him.'' Mr.    Gunning,    whose 

speech  was  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Tavistock,  charged  Mr.  Yorke  with 
having,  from  the  first  to  the  last  moment 
of  his  career,  been  the  advocate  of  every 
oppressive  act,  and  the  enemy  of  every  at- 
tempt to  restore  the  bUasings  of  the  constitu* 
tion ;  with  having  supported  every^ 
measure  for  increasing  the  burdens  and  du 
tninishing  tlie  liberties  of  the  people ;  »  *■ 
with  having  been  amongst  the  foremost 
in  supporting  the  stispemion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act,  and  for  inflicting  torture  in  IrC" 

land; with    having   advised    and  jus* 

tified  the  ignominious  Treaty  qf  Amiens, 
though  he  h  id  denounced  as  traitors  and 
jacobins  all  those  who  had,  for  years  before, 
hinted  at  the  necessity   of  peace   between 

this    country   and,  France; with   his 

having  attributed  Mr.  Warole's  charge* 
to  a  Jacobinical  Conspiracy  against  the  Housb 
qf  Brunswick,  though  the  investigation 
brought  to  light  acts  exceeding  all  others 
in  gros^ness  of  corruption,'  in  barcfacedness 
of  profligacy,  in  degradation  of  manners,  • 
though  venality  was  proved  in  every  de» 
partmeht  of  the  state,  though  the  churcH 
was  found  not  free  from  its  baleful  in- 
fluence, though  even  its  most  dignifi^ 
preferments  were  attempted  to  be  pro- 
cured through  the  intervention  of  a 
strumpet,  yet  this  conscientious  and  uni- 
form patriot  could  conceive  no  danger 

but  fit)m  a  conspiracy  of  the  press ; ^witK 

having  proposed  to  haivc  Mrs.  Clarke,  a  xvit' 
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ness  ai  the  bar  qf  ike  Htmse,  trnprwrned, 
during  an  adjournment ;.— ^witfa  having, 
upon  all  occasions,  been  the  steady  assist- 
ant of  every  minister,  in  doing  whatever 
was  inimical  to  the  rights  and  liberties 

of  Englishmen  ; ^And,  can  you,  said 

Mr.  Gunning,  *'  suppose  that  he  made 
*'  himself  thus  active,  and  thus  obnoxious, 
''  without  auy  riew  to  personal  advantage  f 
**  Indeed,  it  is  much  more  probable,  that 
«*  be  has  since  delivered  in  his  bill  of  tiwA 
*'  done  for  the  wmM^."-— — Ma.  Brand  ac- 
cused him  of  having  been  consi^mly  a 
supporter  of  those,  who  were  ever  en- 
deavouring to  excite^  one  part  qf  the  people 
agatnst  the  other;  to  propagate  suspicions 
qf  disaffection  an4  of  treason,  to  set  Engiish- 
man  against  Englishman,  and  this  was,  he 
said,  a  permanent  unvarying  part  of  tbetr 
policy. — -—The  Rev.  Gaoroi  Browh 
exhorted '  the  meeting  to  prove  to  the 
country  their  sense  of  pati'iotism  and  pub- 
lic spirit  *'  by  rejecting  with  marked  dis- 
**  regard'  their  late  Member  Mr.  Yorke. 
**  He  had,  forsooth,  complained  of  the 
*'  misrepresentation  of  his  speeches;  coifid 
^'  he  say  thai  his  v»ies  were  misrepreaented  f 

•  **  When  did  he  ever  vote  tri  favour  qf 
*'  constitutiontU  Jrudom  f— or,  what  was 
••  the  measure  which  went  to  infringe 
*^  thai  freedom  Ihmt  had  not  his  support  ? 
^vWas  he  not'  the  j^ncipal  actor  m  up- 
^  holding  an  incapable,  profligate,-  and 
**  contemptible  Administration ;  raea  who 
**  c&me  into  oflSce  upon  the  diabolical  war- 
«<  whoop  of  religious  dissensions,  and  who 
<'  have  sbown  their  attachment  to  the  sa- 
**  cred  preceptsof  religion,  by  an  open  vio- 

'« lation  ofthe  laws  ef  God  and  Man  V* 

The  Marquis  or  Tavistock,  at  the  close 
of  the  debate,  said,  that  Mr.  Yorke  was 
now  the  hired  advocate  qfJUiniHers,  and  had 
receioed  hit  retaining  fee.  Well ;  what 
had  he^  to  say,  in  aatwer  to  aU  these 
charges?  I  will,  even  here,  give  the  whole 
of  his  speech,  as  I  find  it  reported  amongst 
the  others,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  any  thing 
but  mere  coonf^  matters,  and  even  that 
part  shall  be  inserted  in  my  next.— - 

.  **  He  denied  that  he  had  ever  brought  for- 
**  ward  the  Cayalry  Bill  alluded  to^or  that 
''  he  wa»  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet  at  the 
"  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 
^  As  to  the  charges  against  the  Duke  of 
**  York,  although  he  thought  in  his  con- 
*'  science  that  the  Duke  was  not  guilty  of 
**  corruption  or  crUninal  eomnhance^  yet, 
•'  that  from  the  high  rank  he  held  in  the 
''  State,  and  the  example  he  was  bound  to 
"  sbewi  that  it  was  very  improper  for  him 


"  to  connect  himself,  as  he  had  done,  with 
**  a  woman  of  such  notorious  character  as 
"  Mrs.  Clarke.  If  that  question  had  come 
•'  on  hrfore  the  other,  he  should  have  voudfor 
"  it.  With  respect  to  charging  the  Press 
''of  London,  with  being  engaged  in  a 
"  Conspiracy,  he  avowed  the  charge,  and 
"  would  say,  that  it  still  exists.  He  com- 
'*  plained  that  every  thmg  he  said  in  the 
"  House  of  Commons  was  misrepresented  ; 
'<  and  could  appeal  to  Mr.  Brand,  and 
"  to  the  Marquis  of  Tavistock,  whether  at 
«  this  moment,  there  Gristed  not  a  an^ 
*'  spiracy  among  them  not  to  report  the 
**  speeches    of    Mr.   Tiemey   and    Mr. 

"  Windham. [A  laugh  /] — He  believed 

'*  that  there  was  now  a  conspiracy  to 
*'  misrepresent  or  suppress  all  that  was 
"  said  by  persons  who  were  not  favour^ 
*'  ites  qf  the  London  Editors,  That  a 
''  great  contpiracy  did  exist  against  the 
*'  Duke  of  York  was,  as  he  thought,  suffix 
"  cientfy proved  by  the  Jury,  who,  intheac- 
^'  tion  against  IVfr.  Wardle,  in  which  Mr. 
''  Glenie  and  Major  Dodd  were  impli- 
'♦  cated,  conceived  that  there  was  a  con* 
"  spiracy  to  run  down  the  Duke,  and  in  this 
"  conspiracy  he  conceived  the  London  Press 

*'  a  party. Much  had  been  said  upon 

^'  the  Standing  Order  ofthe  House  of  Com- 
'*  mons.  It  was  not  merely  intended  that 
*' because  the  Gallery  Was  ^oft^fimes  opeti 
'*  to  strangers,  that  therefore  the  people  qf 
'^  England  had  a  right  to  be  present  at 
"  every  discussion  of  their  Representa- 
"  tives;  in  such  case,  in  place  of  St.  Ste- 
"  phen's  Chapel,  Parliament  should  be 
"  assembled  upon  Salisbury  Plain.  The 
"  Gallery  of  «he  House  of  Commons  did 
"  not  hold  above  150  persons,  and  was 
"  generally  filled  with  Keporters,  Editors, 
''  and  Proprietors  of  the  London  Newspa- 
'*  pers.  The  Order  ofthe  House,  which 
*'  he  had  enforced,  vi^as  settled  shortly 
"  after  the  Revolution,  by  those  great 
^  men  whose  conduct  it  would  be  always 
"  his  pride  to  imitate.-^His  object  in  en- 
**  forcing  that  Order  at  the  present  was  to 
^  guard  against  the  gross  misrepresenta- 
**  tions,  the  grbss  mistakes,  and  he  would 
*'  say,  the  wi§Ul  misreprtseniaiioni  given  qf 
**  the  proceedings  qf  ike  House  qf  Oammom, 
'*  He  wished  also  to  be  considered  as  by 
*'  no  means  hostile  to  an  inqniry  into  the 
"  lake  Expeditions,  thongh  he  opposed 
'*  motions  which  were  substantially  a  con* 
*'  demnation  before  inquiry.  It  was  not 
*'  necessary  for  him  to  enter  into  any  de- 
'*  fence  of  his  general  conduct  ["  No  6t- 
**  deed  /'']    He  had  ever  been  the  active 
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**  opposer  of  those  who,  either  at  home  or 
"  abroad,  were  endeavouring  to  destroy 
''  the  greatness  of  Old  England.  [Cries 
— "  OJ^,  off  no  mock  loyalty,  no  cant!*'^ 
"  As  much  misrepresentation  was  circu> 
"lated  about  the  nature  of  the  office 
i*  which  it  bad  pleased  his  Majesty"  [not 
his  Majesty,  but  his  Ministers]  *'tOGon- 
"  fer  upon  him ;  he  begged  to  say  that  it 
"  was  an  ancient  and  honourable  one,  re* 
"  gulated  by  acts  of  Parliament,  and  noi 
''  paid,  as  was  indiastriously  stated,  ocil  qf 
'*ike  public  taxes.  The  salary  was  made 
''up  by sfHoll  fees  levied  upon  erery  issue 
**  (^  money  from  the  Exclte(/uer,  and  did  not 
''amount  to  more  than  '1,3001.  per  an- 

"  num/* Very  good  indeed  !    '^  Qf! 

**offf  Jiomock  loyalty!  no  cant!*''  He 
little  expected  this,  when  he  was  talking  of 
*'  standing  Ity  the  minister,"  becapse  he  had 
resolved  '*  to  stand  by  his  gracious  sove- 
reign.'^  He  little  thought,  that  the  Free- 
holders of  Cambridgebhire  saw  so  clearly 
into  his  true  character  and  his  real  views. 
"  No  ntock  loyalty !  no  cwit  /''  at  once 
ffave  a  lesson  to  the  mock  loyalists,  to  the 
jubilee  men,  and  an  example  to  the 
wretches,  who,  by  fraudulent  pVetences 
about  loyalty  have  so  long  sucfreeded  in 
blinding  and  robbing 4his  nation.— -His 
calary  .9^  come  out  qf  the  taxes  t .  M^hat 
an  impudent  assertion !  Why,  arft  not  the 
fees  paid  out  of  the  money  issued  from 
the  Exchequer  ?  And  what  money  is  that 
but  the  money  collected  from  the  people 
in  taxes  ?  The  salary  is  not  paid  by  a  /ox- 
gatherer,  indeed ;  but,  what  a  miserable 
quibble  is  this,  and  how.  clearly  does  the 
use  of  such  a  quibble  show  the  want  of 

any  hkr    grounds    of  defence ! ^The 

amount^  too,  how  dares  he  say,  that  it  is 
only  2300^  a  year,  when  it  stands,  even 
in  the  parliamentary  return,  at  2,700/. 
which  is  well  known  to  be  stated  as  low 
as,  by  any  contrivance,  bv  any  shew  of 

accuracy,  it'can  possibly  oe  stated  ? 

What  he  is  stated  to  have  said  against 
Messrs.  Wardle,  Glennie^  and  Dodd  is  as 
untru«,  besides  being  deeply  imbued  with 
the  speaker's  osaal  malignity.  -  What  con- 
mracy  was  proved  against  the  Duke  of 
York  ?  Who  eyer  dreamt  of  a  calumny 
like  this,  except  Mr.  Yorke  ?  It  was 
proved,  indeed,  that  those  gentlemen  had 
been  all  assisting  to  gdtfrom  Mrs.  Clarke 
proofs  against  the  Duke  qf  York;  but, 
proofs  of  what?  of  falsehoods f  no,  but 
•f  those  disgraceful  and  damnable  truths, 
which  ^>vere  afWrwards  made  apparent 
to  tbis  iniolted  nation^  and  for  oaying 


done  whi^h,  those  gentlemen  have  re- 
ceived, and  will  continue  to  receive,  the 
heart-felt  thanks  of  every  honest  man  in 
this  kingdom.  Conspiracy,  indeed!  Was 
it  a  conspiracy  of  Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  G4eB- 
nie,  and  Mr.  l)odd,  that  induced  the  Duke 
of  Yerk  to  write  the  Darlmg  Letters  f  Was 
It  their  conspiracy  that  caused  the  ever* 
famous  Note  to  be  xoriuen  to  Tonyn  ?  Was  it 
their  conspiracy  that  induced  the  Duke  to 
get  ibe  pious  O'Meara,  the  man  of  celes« 
tial  niM^tion,  leave  to  preach  before  the 
royal  family  ?  Was  it  their  conspiracy 
that  gave  commission  and  the  command 
of  English  soldiers  to  a  whore's  footbpy, 
who,  as  some  of  the  **  loyal**  contended,  ' 
had  the  honour  to  be  an  officer's  bastard, 
but  which  was  not  true,  the  boy  beinc  the 
legitimate  son  of  a  very  poor,  but,  1  be- 
lieve, very  honest  man?  Was  it  their  con- 
spiracy that  made  Knightpay  Mrs.  Clarke 
200/.  on  account  of  his  brother's  Ex- 
change ?  Was  it  their  conspiracy  that 
brought  about  the  bargain  between  French 
and  Sandon  and  Mrs.  Clarke?  Was  it 
their  conspiracy  that  made  Dowler  pay 

her  for  his  place  ? ^Why  did '  he  not  0 

say,  at  once,  that  it  was  the  conspiracy 
of  these  three  gentlemen,  that  caused 
all  the  illegal  trafficking  in  Writerships 
and  Cadetahips;  that  madeliord  Castle*  I 
reagh  ofier  a  Writership  to  be  swapped 
for  a  seat  in  parliament ;  and,  that  pro- 
duced all  the  facts,  relative  to  the  seat  of 
Mr.  Quintin  Dick,  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Madocks's  motion  ?  »  No:  but  which 
Mr.  Yorke  dislikes  full  as  much,  and  a 
great  deal  more,  their  conspiracy  tietected 
tmd  exposed  the  existence  of  all  these  in- 
famous facts,  and  a  most  useful  conspi- 
racy, it  was.  It  gave  rise  to  a  quite  new 
we^  qf  thinking  in  the  people,  who,  all  of  a 
sudden,  clearly  saw  what  was  meant  fay 
the  crv  about  jacobins  and  levellers.  It 
gave  the  first  great  blow  to  corruption  of 
every  sort.  It  enabled  the  people  to 
judge  of  the  House  of  Commons.  It  an- 
nihil«U;ed  all  confidence  in  party.  It  was 
a  beginning  of  what  will  never  end,  until 
the  people  of  l^gland  are  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  theirjust  and  constitutional  rights, 
and,  of  course,  until  the  parliament  be  le- 
gally reformed  and  punishment  inflicted 
upon  every  speciesof  Public  Robbery.— 
The  rest  of  his  Speech  is  wholly  unworthy 
of  notice.  It  is  beneath  any  expressions  of 
contempt  that  one  can  make  use  of.  Its 
eftiN:t  appears  to  have  corresponded  very 
well  with  its  Quality;  for  indignation 
more  hearty  ana  oniversal  was^  perhaps^ 
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never  expressed. The  Freeholders  of 

Cambridgeshire  have.,  spoken  ilie  senti-' 
menis  of  the  whole  of  the  English  people, 
who,  let  us  hope,  u^ill,  wherever  they 
ha\e  anopporiunity,  follow  the  noble  ex- 
ample. Air.  Yorke,  upon  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  the  Charges  against  the  Duke 
of  York,  cries  out  a  Conspiracy  of  the 
Jacobins. and  ihe  Press;  he  votes,  all  the 
way  through,  for  the  Doke  of  York ;  he 
votes  for  Lord  Castlereagh  and  against  Mr. 
Madt»cks*s  motion;  he  voles  against  the 
Inijuiiy  into  the  Walcheren  Expfeditiou ; 
fie  clears  the  Gallery;  he  declares,  that 
he  will  stand  by  the  jubilee  minister,  be- 
cause the  jubilee  minister  is  resolved  to 
staijd  by  his  gracious  Sovereign ;  he  gets 
a  sinecure  place;  after  all  which  he  ap- 
peals to  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Cambridge  to  decide  upon  his  conduct, 
gnd  they,  wi^b  both  hands  up-lifted,  drive 
him  from  their  presence.  He  calls  us, 
the  London  Editors,  Jacobins :  he  appeals 
from  us  to  the  quiet  good  sense  and  the 
Joyalty  of  his  native  county  ;  and,  that 
county  hoots  him  away,  leceives  him 
^with:  *'  Off!  off!  no  niock  ioj/alty !  no 
*'cant!*'^ — Verily  such  men  do  well 
to  hale  the  Press,  Were  it  not  for  the 
Press,  their  conduct  would  be  unknown, 
or,  at  least,  soon  forgotten.  For  him  who 
wanted  to  imprison  Mrs:  Clarke,  while  she 
was  a  witness  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
pi  Common?,  it  was  very  natural  to  use 
whatever  means  he  had  in  his  power  to 
keep  the  Press  at  adistance  from  the  scene 

another  time. It  was  well  asked   bv 

the  Kev.  Mr.  Brown  (and  the  better  be- 
cause by  a  Clergyman)  whether  the  VOTES 
.of  M4".  Yorke  had  been  misrepresented. 
Aye  I  there's  the  rub»l  and  a  rub,  too, 
which  will,  I  am  confident,  whenever  the 
time  comes,  be  felt  by  others,  as  well  as 
by  Mr.  Yorke  For  this  reason  it  is,  that  it 
will  be  of  the  utmost  importance,  thatthose, 
who  publish  Lists  of  Majori lies  and  Mino- 
rities, should  be  particularly  careful  to  be 
correct;  and  that,  when  they  publish 
Lists  at  all,  they  should  publish  LiJits  of 
both  sides  oftltt  question.'^. — For  my  part,  I 
have  no  doubt  at  all,  that,  if  every  county 
and  ifidependciit  body  of  eler/ors  had  the 
same  s(»rt  of  opportunity  afforded  them, 
that  has  been  afibrJed  to  the  Freeholders 
of  Cambridgeshire,  they  would  all  act  in' 
the  saiwe  manner.  The  number  of  Free- 
holdcrtj,  in  eiety  county,  who  may  act  an 
independent  part,  ff  tiuy  mli,  is  quite  suf- 
ficifnt  to  insure  the  return  of  good  mem- 
bers ;  and,  again  I  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
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I  pressing  my  hope,  that,  in  this  way  espe- 
cially, the  example  of  the  county  of  Cam- 
bridge will   be  of  great  national   utility. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  man,  who  has 

a  vote  to  give,  in  the  choice  of  membersof 
parliament,  to  keep  his  eye  steadily  fixed 
upon  the  proceedings  of  that  parliament, 
and  to  bear  in  mind  what  is  the  condoct 
of  each  of  the  present  members  upon  every 
great  constitutional  question ;  every  ques- 
tion involving  the  great  and  vital  interests 
of  the  people.  Nothing  should  be  sufiered 
to  drive  this  out  of  a  man's  memoi*y,  and 
in  every  county^  in  particular,  the  con- 
duct of  the  members  should,  by  some 
means  or  other,  be  kept  constantly  before 

the   eyes  of  the  people. Here  1   am 

•blig^.d  to.  break  off,  or  to  leave  out  the 
article  which  immediately  follows,  which 
nothing  upon  earth  can  induce  me  to  do. 
\\^.  COBBETT. 
London,  1 6th  March,  1810. 

CAPT.  WARWICK  LAKE. 

The  conduct  of  this  man,  which  has 
hitherto  escaped  general  notice,  shall,  if  I 
have  life  |o  effect  that  object,  be  known 
in  every  part  of  the  inhabited  globe :  it 
shall  flow  as  widely  as  the  waters^  which 
surround  the  uninhabited  rocks  and  swamps, 
on  which  poor  ROBERT  JEFFERY  wa» 
landed  and  left.  It  was  very  much  ray 
wish  to  extend  my  observations  upon  mat- 
ters, connected  with  the  Cambridgeshire 
Election;  and  also  to  write  upon  several 
other  topics,  interesting  at  this  time. 
But,  this  subject,  the  treatment  of  Robert 
Jeifery,  demands  precedence  of  all  others. 
Viewing  this  subject  in  the  light  that  I  do, 
it  would  be  infamous  in  me  to  lose  one 
moment  in  '^ailing  the  public  attention  to 
it. — —At  present  1  shall  confine  myself 
to  the  publication  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Court' Mat iial  (by  whom  Lake  was  tr;e<i 
at  Portsmoiiih,  on  the  5th  aad  Oih  of  last 
month)  and  of  a  Letter,  written  to  Mr. 
Bracge  Bathurst,  by  a  'Mr.  Thctmas, 
which  letter  it  was  that  led  to  the  trial  of 

Lake. Mr.  Thomas's  letter  will  ^}^ak 

for  use(f;  but,  I  trust,  that  care  has  been 
taken  to  provide  for  his  speedy  and  sq/e 
return  to  Englandr  ill  order  that  he  may- 
be further  heard,  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, or,  at  any  rate,  by  the  public-  ■  ■ 
These  Papers  were  printed  by  Order  of 
the  Hou^  of  Conwnons,  on  the  03rd  of 
last  month,  "having  been  moved  (or  by 
Sir  Fhancis  Burprtt,  who,  in  the  first 
pl^ce,  mentioned  the  matter  in  the  Houses 
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and  asked  the  ministers,  the  kia^4  servants, 
whether  they  meant  to  take  any  steps  rela- 
tive to  it.  ^  What  they  said  to  him  in  an- 
swer is  of  little  consequence.  He  told 
them,  that  he  should  wait  some  days  to 
see  whether  they  took  any  steps,  and  that, 
if  no  steps  were  taken,  he  should  make  a 
specific  motion  upon  the  subject.  This 
notion  he  made,  and,  in  consequence  of  it, 
the  public  will  now  be  in  possession  of  that, 
of  which,  without  his  interference,  it  never 
woBld,  in  all  probability,  have  got  a  sight. 

Besides  the  documents,  I  now  publish, 

there  are,  a  Letter  from  Lake  to  the  Admi- 
ralty, an  Opinion  of  Mr.  Bicknell  on  the 
case.  Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry, 
i^  Letter  from  Sir  Alex.  Cochrane,  and  a 
Letter  from  five  officers  (including  the 
purser)  of  Lake's  last  ship,  g iving  him  a 

character. All  these  I  will  publish  in 

iny  next  Number;  but,  as  to  iht  facts,  these 
additional  papers  krt  quite  immaterial. — 
To  offiir  observations  on  either  the  crime  or 
the  evidence  il  is  not  now  my  intentioni 
I  wish  to  leaTe  the  reader  to  his  own  un- 
biassed judgment;  but,  1  beg  him  to  read 
vith  attauian;  and  to  dwell  particularly 
on  what  is  said  about  a  belief  that  the 
Island  was  inhabited;  about  the  reporting 
of  poor  Jefl[fery  as  baring  run  away  horn 
t)i^.ship;  about  the  interlineation  of  the 
Ix^'botA,  in  which  the  landing  of  the  man 
was,  at  first,  omitted  to  be  entered;  about 
tbesort  ofiAe^^  that  JefPery  was  charged 
with;  about  his  baring  actually  l^en 
JtfSgedfor  that  theft;  and,  above  all,  about 
bis  having  been  taken  of  bj  an  American 

ship, Upon  this  last  point,  I  must  re- 

mmd  the  reader,  that,  just  after  the  Court- 
Martial  took  place,  and  Lake  was  dis- 
missed, there  appeared,  in  ajl  the  London 
Dew8*paper9,  &  paragraph^  stating>  that 
the  man,  landed  by  Capt.  Lake,  had  been 
taken  off  the  Island  by  an  AritericoH  Ship. 
This  was  slated  in  the  most  positive  terms. 
There  was  no  doubt  expressed  as  to  the 
matter.  The  public  in  general,  who  had 
heard  of  the  landing  of  the  man,  stil) 
thought  the  same  of  Lake's  conduct;  but, 
as  the  poor  man  had  gotoiF  wiih  his  life 
and  was  safe,  their  indignation  was  as- 
suaged. And,  thus  would  the  thing  have 
g6n€  off;  thus  would  the  public  hare  been 
deceired,  had  it  not  been  for  Sir  Francis 
Burdett/who  seems  to  think  that  the  per- 
sonal liberty  and  the  1  ires  of  his  country- 
men are  matters  of  more  consequence  than 
the  qnestion  of  who  shall  be  in  and  who 

out  pf  place. ^Tbe  public  will  now  see 

what  foundation  there  was  fir  the.  story 
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about  Jeffery*s  having  reached  America; 
and  they  will  easily  judge  of  the  mo- 
tires  from  which  the  paragraph,  above- 
mentioned,  was  pubh'shed To  obviate 

any  pu2zle,  that  mrght  arise  from  Like's 
being  sometimes  seen  in  the  coainiind  of 
the  Sloop,  Recrlit,  and  sometimes  in 
that  of  the  Ship,  Ulvsses,  I  ^^ill  just  ob- 
serve, that  he  was  a  Commander,  while  in 
the  Recruit,  and  when  he  put  pt*or  JefTerv 
on  shore;  and  that,  SINCE  THAT,  he 
has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Post  Cap* 
tain,  and  has  had  giren  to  him  the  cora- 
mind  of  the  Ulys*es.  I  cannot  let  this  re- 
mark go,  without  saying,  that  m  the  Pa- 
pers laid  before  parliament,  the  time  when 
the  Admiralty  first  knew  of  the  Innding  of 
Jeffery  does  not  appear.  It  is,  therefor?, 
possible,  that,  though  the  deed  was  com- 
mitted t  a  December  I807,  the  Admh^lty 
had  not  heard  of  it,  when  they  promoted 
Lake ;  but,  thoogh  it  is  barely  pu-^ible, 
that  the  Admiralty  might  be  igmrant,  of 
the  deed.  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  was 
not  ignorant  of  it*  He  was  appr.zcd  of  it 
soon  after  it  took  place.  He  say^  he  was; 
and  that  he  sent  Lake  back  to  took  for  the 
man.     Well,  then,  did  he  apprize  the  Admi^ 

ralty  of  the  deed? Lake's  promotion, 

after  the  deed,  is  a  thing  that  lies  between 
sir  Alexander  Cochrane  and  the  Admiralty; 
and,  I  trust,  we  shall  know,  rery  shortly,  to 

whom  it  belongs. With  this  much,  by 

way  of  Preface,  1  leave  the  case  to  the  se- 
rious and  impartial  consideration  of  my 
readers. 

MR.  THOMAS'S  LETTER. 

Xef/fr/roOT  Ch A BLts  Morgan  Thomas,  /• 
Mr,  Bracge  BATHURst,  dated,  Neptune^ 
Fort  Ruyat  Bay,  Marthko,  ^4th  Mitrck, 
1309. 

Sir;— A  freemaii  of  the*  city  of  Bristol, 
which  jOU  have  so  long  honourably  represented 
in  parliament,  takes  the  liberty  to  address  you,  as 
the  only  alternative  he  has  against  oppression. 
— In  the  first  place,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me 
to  state^  that  1  lately  was  Purser  of  His  Ma* 
jestv*8  sloop  Dertierary,  but  resigned  my  war- 
rant to  Sir  Alex.  Cochrape.  upon  condiiion  of 
being  discharged  from  the  Service  altogether; 
the  Admiral  superseded  me,  but  ordered  that 
I  should  be  detained,  being  impressed  with  the 
idea,  that  it  is  po;^ible  I  might  have  de* 
frauded  Government.  When  this  came  to  my 
knowledge,  I  reqiTt^ated  to  be  sent  home,  where 
alone  I  knew  this  point  could  be  decided.  I 
was  buoyed  up  with  promises,  since  when  two 
ships  have  sailed  from  this  express  for  England, 
the  Oflree  and  Bellcisle,  yet  still  am  I  detained 
a  Sapf  numcrary  for  Victuals  only,  and  there 
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is  at  preseat  no  hopes  of  an  alteration  in  mj 
circumttaDces. — ^Tbe  cause  of  my  being  kept 
prisoner  is,  that  I  made  public  mj  intention  to 
derelope  certain  circumstances,  among  wiiich 
one  was,  that  Capt.  Simpson,  late  of  the  Star, 
made  a  false  muster,  and  signed  bills  upon 
Government  before  they  were  due,  thereby  to 
enable  a  Master  to  desert  from  liis  Majesty's 
service.  lieut.  Stuart,  late  of  the  Star,  with  a 
seal  highly  laudable,  applied  to  Sir  A.  Cochrane 
for  a  (Jourt  Martial  on  Capt.  Simpson,  but  in- 
stead of  granting  the  wished-for  enquiry,  the 
Admiral  removed  Mr.  Stuart,  and  the  in  vest  i- 
.gation  never  took  place. — I  deem  k  a  duC^  I 
"owe  to  humanity,  to  inform  you  that  Capt. 
lAke,  when  Commander  of  the  Recruit,  set  a 
nan  belonging  to  tliat  vessel  on  shore  at  Som- 
brero^ an  uninhabited  island  in  the  Atlantic 
ArchipeUgo,  where  he  died  through  hunger,  or 
otherwise,  for  naore  was  never  l^ard  of  him. 
This  was  likewise  known  to  Sir  A.  Cochrane, 
vrho  suffered  this  tit kd  murderer  to  escape,  and 
he  now  has  the  command  of  the  Ujysses. 
—I  appeal  to  the  right  bon.  C.  Bathurst,  not 
only  as  the  Member,  hut  as  the  beloved  Mem- 
ber of  Bristol,  to  see  one  of  your  friends  put  in 
possession  of  tliose  righu  so  dear  to  English- 
men, and  of  which  lie  bas  been  so  unjustly  de- 
prived. Vo]tairejustl)r  observes,  that  streams 
always  become  more  impure  the  fitrther  they 
(are  from  the  fountain-head ;  this  assertion  is 
just,  inasmuch  as  the  following  facts  are  incon- 
Irovertihle ;  vis.  the  Transport  latetv  seized  at 
Trinidad,  was  employed  upon  ;ipeculating  pur- 
poses. The  ransommg  enemies  has  nut  only 
Been  connived  at,  but  encouraged,  and  the  ho- 
nour of  the  nation  lias  not  only  been  compro- 
mised, but  basely  abandoned,  by  a  set  of 
>vreiches,  calling  themselves  Commissioned  Of^ 
ticers,  but  who,  in  reality,  would  do  better  be- 
hind compters  in  Cbeapside  and  Ludgate  Hill ; 
but  if  they  make  these  their  prototypes,  they 
fall  short,  very  short  of  the  original. — P.  S.  I 
hope  you  will  not  construe  into  disrespect  the 
sealing  this  with  a  wafer  only,  and  omitting  a 
cover,  as  I  am  obU^ed  to  use  secrecy,  in  order 
to  prevent  dt^tection. 

IIINUTES  taken  at  a  Court  Martial  atsem^ 
hied  on  board  His  Mujett;^s  Ship  Gladiator^ 
tn  Fotttmouth  Harbour^  on  the  ^th  of  Feb. 
1810 ;  itnd  continued  by  adjournment  the 
folloaing  day. 

Capt.  W.  Bsdfoeo,  President  c 


Charles  D.  Pater, 
John  £.  Douglass, 
John  Barrett, 
.  Sir  A.  C.  Dickson,  Bt. 
Richard  H.  Pearson, 
Richard  Raggett, 


Captains 


Robert  Plampio, 
Thomas  Rogers^ 
John  Irwin, 
Hon.  Charies  Paget 
Williiam  Cumbcriand, 
Robert  Hall. 


The  Prisoner  was  brought  in,  and  audience 

adnsittrd. Tlie  order  firom  the  Lords  Cora- 

tnissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  Sd  of 
Feb.  instant,  setiiag  forth^Jthat  a  ]>tter  had 


been  addressed  to  their  lordships  by  tliert.  hon. 
C.  Bathurst,  enclosing  a  letter  to  him  from 
Mr.  Charles  Morgan  Thomas,  dated  Uts  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Neptune,  Fort  Royal  Bay.  MaN 
tinique,  the  24th  March  1809,  in  wi»ich  it  is 
stated,  that  the  hon.  Warwick  Lake,  when 
commander  of  His  Majesty's  sloop  Recruit, 
did  on  the  13th  Dec.  1807,  cause  a  seaman  of 
the  name  of  Robert  Jefiery,  to  be  landed  on 
the  desert  island  Sombrero,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  said  letters,  their  lordships  di- 
rected, by  their  secretary's  lettf^r  of  the  6th  oi 
Dec.  1809,  Admiral  sir  Roger  Curtis,  barU.  U> 
cause  an  enquiry  to-  be  madi  into  the  circum- 
stance above-mentioned  on  board  His  Ma- 
jesty's said  sloop  Recruit ;  and  that  tlie  Ad- 
miral had  transmitted  to  their  Lordships,  in 
his  Letter  to  their  Secretary  oi  the  9th  Dec^ 
1809,  a  Report  dated  tlie  day  preceding, 
which  he  had  received  from  the  Captains  of 
His  Majes^'s  ships  Caledonia,  Monarch,  B^ 
lona,  bv  which  it  appears,  op  examining  the 
log  of  the  Recruit,  that  Robert  JeSery,  a  sen- 
man  of  the  said  sloop,  was  landed  on  the 
isbmd  Sombrero  on  the  ISth  Dec.  1807,  at  6 
p.  M.  and  directed  to  the  President  to  assem- 
ble a  Court  Martial  to  ehquire  into  tlie  con- 
duct of  the  said  Hon.  Warwick  Lake,  as  com-i 
mander  of  His  Majesty's  sloop  Recruit,  upon 
the  occasion  above- mentioned,  and  to  try  htm 
for  having  ordered  and  caused  the  said  Robert 
Jeffery  to  be  landed  on  the  said  island  of  Som- 
brero on  the  13th  Dec.  1807  at  6  p.  m.  was 
read. 

The  Members  of  the  CoHpt  and  tkr  Ju<%e 
Advocate,  then  in  open  Court,  and  before  they 
proceeded  to  trial,  respectivelv  took  the  seve- 
ral oaths  enjoined  and  directed.  Then  the  ex* 
tract  ^om  the  said  Letter  of  Mr.  C.  M.  Tho- 
mas, the  said  Report,  a  LeUer  from  the  said 
Capt.  Lake,  dated  3d  July  1809,  an  extract  of 
a  Letter  firom  the  Solicitor  of  the  Admiralty, 
dated  the  12th  July  1809,  both  addressed  to 
the  Hon.  W.  W.  Pole :  and  a  Letter  from 
their  Lordship's  Secretary,  enclosing  one  from 
Vice  Admiral  Sir  A.  Cochrane;  were  seve- 
ralhr  read,  and  are  hereto  annexed. 

Captain  Lake  delivered  a  paper  writing  to 
the  Court,  as  follows :  <*  I  submit  that  I  never 
disputed  or  denied  the  specific  charge  of  land- 
ing the  man;  it  stands  admitted  by  mj  Letter 
fo  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  I  am  now 
willing,  in  order  to  save  the  time  of  this  Ho* 
nourable  Court,  to  admit  the  specific  cbarg^ 
for  which  the  Lords  Commissioners  have  beea 
pleased  to  put  me  on  trial  hy  this  Honuor* 
able  Court.''^ 

The  Court  was  cleared,  and  aj[reed  diftC, 
notwithstanding  the  above  admission,  it  was 
necessary  the  Court  should  hear  the  evidence 
of  the  facts,  to  enable  them  to  form  their  jn<ig« 
ment  upon  the  case. 

Mr.  EDW.  SPENCER,  late  UoMUr  <f  Hu 
Mqjesty'i  Sloop  RuruU^  called  in,  And  mom. 

The  Judge  Advocate  os^ced:— Yoa  wtU  h% 
pleased  to  state  to  the  Court  what  yoo  know 
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of  the  charge  against  Capt.  Lake? — Oo  the 
IdUi  Dec.  1807,  stapdiag  to  the  northward, 
and  the  island  of  Sombrero  bearing  east  froin 
the  ship,  distant  from  her  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  (which  island  is  about  5  or  0  leagues  f>om 
the  Dog  and  Prickly  Pear  Island,  in  the  West 
Indies,  Capt.  Lake  came  on  deck,  and  came 
to  thegangway,  where  I  was  standing,  between 
the  l>oiH^  of  5  and  6  in  the  afternoon,  and 
aakedy  What  island  is  this?  I  answered,  it  was 
the  isUmd  of  Sombrero ;  Capt.  L.  said,  have 
vte  nut  some  thieves  on  board  ?  to  which  I 
said,  yes ;  there  are  two,  who  have  been  i^uilty 
of  ttiefr }  Capt*  I*  immediately  said,  send  op 
Jefiery  here ;  the  man  soon  cauie  up.  Capt. 
L.  cold  him,  he  would  not  keep  such  a  fellow 
in  his  ship,  and  that  he  should  send  him  on 
shore^  Capt:  L.  afterwards  went  up  to  Lieut. 
Mould,  second  Lieut,  who  was  carryinfK  on 
duty  at  the  time,  and  sjxike  to  him^  but  I  did 
not  hear  what  pas^d.  In  about  a  quarter  or 
half  an  hour  afterwards  Capt.  L.  said,  bear  a- 
Land,  and  land  the  man,  and  come  off.  At 
this  time  Lieut.  Mould  was  in  the  boat  astern, 
as  was  also  Robert  Jefiery,  from  the  time  he 
was  called  to  the  gangway  until  I  saw  him  pass 
the  gangway,  to  go  into  the  boat;  he  was  at' 
that  time  looking  for  his  things,  and  he  was 
called  to  go  into  the  boat,  over  the  stern.  I 
4id  not  see  the  boat  put  off,  but  after  she  wny 
off  I  heard  Capt.  L.  hail  the  Lieutenant  to 
bear  ar-hand,  and  land  the  roan,  and  come  off 
again.  I  have  omitted  mentioning,  that  be- 
fore the  man  was  ordered  into  the  boat,  Capt. 
^^br^tred  the  fainter  to  get  a  pieto  of  can- 
"vas,  and  paint  on  it  *'  Thief/'  which  I  did  not 
aee  done.  I  was  oo  deck  between  the  hoars 
^f7  and  8  when  tlie  boat  returned,  and  JeBery 
was  not  then  in  the  boat;  the  boat  was 
Itoisted  op,  and  we  made  sail  to  the  north- 
ward. 

The  Court  atked : — Was  there  any  water  or 
proTiftions  put  into  the  boat  that  landed  Ro- 
bert Jeffery,  for  his  usef  I  did  not  see  iMiy ; 
aeitber  did  I  hear  any  ordered. — Were  his 
ckrtbes  put  into  the  boat  ?  No,  they  were  not ; 
I  aaw  them,  the  next  day  I  think,  on  board  ; 
lie  was  dressed  in  a  frock  and  trowncrs,  not 
Inmng  any  hat  or  shoes  on  at  the  time  I  saw 
btflD.  On  the  following  day  I  dified  with  Capt. 
Ij.,  and  just  as  he  was  rising  up  to  quit  the 
table,  Capt.  L.  said,  I  wonder  how  old  firiend 
Jeffery  comet  on  now ;  I  suppose  he  is  got 
housed  by  this  time.-^Arc  thore  any  booses  on 
Sombrero  ?  None.  I  was  on  the  island  after- 
wards on  the  1  ith  Feb.  1808  I  was  sent  on 
sbote  by  Ca|>t.  L.,  accompanied  by  Lieut. 
Mould,  to  see  if  I  could  see  any  thing  of  Jeffery, 
and  see  what  sort  of  an  island  it  was.  We 
walked  over  some  part  of  the  island,  where  we 
ibaod  a  great  many  eggs,  and  youtig  birds  sit- 
'ting  on  tlieir  nests,  not  capable  of  flying  away  ; 
Cbey  are  .larpe  birds,  and  when  at  fall  size  are 
called  Noddies,'  hut  could  not  find  any  fresh 
WMter.  I  tasted  many  pools,  and  it  was  all  salt 
water  w bich  I  tatted.    The  island  was  entirely 


barren,  nothing  but  a  kind  of  rough  grass  weed, 
which  was  in  the  middle  of  the  inland  ;  there 
was  no  house  or  inhabitant  on  it.  On  t*he 
island  I  found  a  remnant  of  a  pair  of  troMsers 
much  torn,  and  the  handle  of  a  tomahawk  or 
hatchet,  whicti  were  the  only  things  1  found  on 
the  island.  I  did  not  find  Jeffery  tliere,  nor 
any  traces  of  him,  for  I  minutely  surveyed 
every  part  of  the  island  :  it  has  a  crayrgy  ascent, 
and  fiiut  when  you  get  upon  it ;  it  is  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  circumference.  We  went 
back  to  the  ship  at  12.  according  to  Capt.  L.'s 
order ;  we  were  about  an  hour  and  a  lialf  at 
that  time  on  the  island.  We  brought  off  witb 
ui  some  of  the  eggs  and  young  birds.  We 
went  a  second  time  in  the  afternoon,  and  car<> 
ried  with  us  muskets  and  slugs  to  shoot  birds, 
and  to  look  for  the  man  ;  then  it  was  we  fou^id 
the  trowsersi  Dent.  Mould  and  Mr.  Hobson 
and  Mr.  Salmon  went  with  us.  We  surveyed 
the  island  all  over,  taking  different  routes  :  we 
did  not  find  the  man,  nor  any  traces  of  him 
then:  we  returned  about  6  or  7  on  board. 
Capt.  L.  came  to  the  shore  of  the  island,  bat 
did  not  land,  and  returned  with  us  on  board. 

The  log-book  of  His  Majesty's  sloop  was 
produced,  b^inning  May  1807. 

Is  that  the  log-book  of  the  Recruit  of  that 
time?  Yes. — Who  wrote  it?  Mr.  Jones,  the 
Master's  Mate,  who  is  dead  ;  he  wrote  it  under 
my  direction. — Did  you,  from  time  to  time,  as 
Master  of  the  Recruit,  examine  the  entries  . 
made  therein?  I  did,  at  different  times;  but 
was  not  correct  in  observing  every  day. — Turn 
to  tlte  eauy  of  the  13fcli  Dro.  1807;  and  state 
to  the  Court  when  you  examined  that  entry 
after  it  was  made  ?  It  might  be  several  days 
after, — I>p  you  know  that  the  several  circum- 
stances there  stated  are  true  and  correct  ?  I 
do ;  except  the  words  ''  lowered  down  boat 
"  and  landed  Robert  Jeffery,  seaman,  6.  50. 
up  boat,  and  made  sail ''  This  beinp  omitted 
by  the  Master's  Matf,  who  had  not  inserted  it 
in  the  log-book,  I  tlierefore  inserted  it  myself 
several  days  afterwards. — Did  you  acquaint  Lt. 
Mould  that  you  had  made  such  entry?  I  did 
not,  as  all  hands  were  upon  deck  at  the  time 
the  boat  was  lowered  down  :  Capt.  Lake  did 
not  know  I  had  made  it,  but  the  officers  of  the 
ship  knew  it. — What  is  the  nearest  inhabited 
island  tp  Sombrero  ?  To  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge, I  think  It  is  Anguilla,  which  i«,  1  be- 
lieve, 7  or  8  leagues  distance. — At  what  dis- 
tance do  vessels  generally  pass  from  the  island 
of  Sombrero?  I  have  heard  they  pass  near, 
hut  never  saw  them ;  the  Recruit  was  within 
a  Quarter  of  a  mile  from  Sombrero  ;  the  chan- 
nel is  about  5  or  6  leagues  across,  and  I  have 
heard  that  the  French  fishermen  come  there 
turtling. — Had  any  steps  been  taken  to  ascer- 
tain if  there  were  any  inhabitants  on  the  island 
previous  to  Jeffery  being  ordered  to  be  landed 
there,  or  provisions  or  water  ?  I  do  not  know. 
— Do  you  know  that  there  were  any  eges  or 
young  birds  in  the  island  in  the  month  of  De- 
cembeTi  or  was  it  likely,  from  your  obdervations. 
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that  any  were  there  at  the  time?  I.  do  not 
know  that  there  were  any,  but  I  think  it  is 
very  likely .-:-Did  Lt.,  Mould,  or  aciy  other 
ofiiceri  point  out  to  Capt.  Lake  what  would  be 
the  probable  fate  of  Jetfery  on  that  day  or  the 
following  ?  Not  that  I  heard. — What  distance 
was  the  island  of  Sombrero  from  the  ship 
the  next  day  ?  AboUt  day-hght,  the  island 
boreaboui  S.  VV,  and  by  VV.  about  5  or  6 
leagues  distance,  bein|»  within  sight. — Are  the 
Corjrt  to  understand  that  if  Capt.  L.  had  bt-en 
so  disposed  he  might  then  have  returned  to  ilie 
island  and  taken  Jefifery  olf?  Yes;  I  ihink 
he  might  have  done  it. — How  was  the  wind  ? 
About  E.  §.  E.— At  the  time  Capt.  L.  abked 
whether  tliere  were  any  thieves  on  board,  did 
you  name  Jeffery  as  one  ?  I  did  not  mention 
any  name. — Do  you  know  why  Jeftery's  clothes 
were  not  sent  with  him  ?  He  did  nut  bring 
'  them  up  with  him,  and  they  were  not  brought 
up  before  the  boat  shoved  olT.  Capt.  Lake  or- 
dered the  boat  to  shove  off,  and  said,  **  never 
**  mind  his  things/' — Did  Lt.  Mould  bring  any 
me^sa^^  to  Capt.  L.  on  his  return  from  JeiTery, 
expressive  of  h.s  apprehension  of  his  situutioir, 
and  desiring  to  be  taken  off?  Not  thut  I 
beard. — Did  \ou  hear  Capt.  L.  forbid  any 
water  or  provisi  ms  being  put  into  the  boat  for 
Jeffery  ?  ^  No  ;  I  did  not. —  Do  you  kn'>w  what 
crime  JciVery  had  committed,  that  induced 
Ca|>t.  L.  to  intlict  this  punishment  on  him  ?  I 
recollect,  in  Nov.  1807,  he  was  charged  with 
goin^  into  the  gunner's  cabin,  and  taking  out  a 
bottle,  with  some  rum  in  it ;  he  was  punisiied 
for  it  by  flogi;ing  h<ra,  ns  a  man.  On  the  l^ih 
Dec.  following  he  was  charged  with  broaching 
a  cask  of  spruce  beer,  which  hud  been  brewed 
for  the  ship's  company,  for  which  he  was  not 
punished ;  but  it  was  proved  by  some  persons 
who  saw  him  do  it. — Do  vou  know  of  Jcflery's 
baving  been  guilty  of  any  other  crime,  subse- 
Guenc  to  the  punishment  he  received,  besides 
that  of  his  having  broached  theeask  of  spruce 
beer?  Not  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. — 
What  distance  is  the  island  of  AncG;ada  from 
Sombrero?  I  suppose  nearly  10  or  11  leagues. 
— Do  you  know  that  there  were  on  the  island 
of  Sombrero,  at  the  time  Jeffery  was  landed, 
any  canoe,  or  any  other  possible  means  by 
which  he  could  have  got  to  that  island,  being 
directly  to  leevvard  ?  No ;  I  do  not.— Was 
Jeffery  generally  considered  as  a  man  of  a  bad 
or  infamous  character  ?  He  was  always  con- 
eidered  as  a  skulking  man  before  he  committed 
the  tlietis. — From  your  knowledge  of  tlie  trade- 
wind  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  Dog  and 
Prickly  Pear  Passage,  did  it  strike  your  mind 
as  probable,  that  vessels  would  pass  near 
enough  to  discover  Jeffery  on  the  island  of 
Sombrero?  Yes,  it  did,  at  the  time. — Did 
you,  or  any  of  the  officers,  to  your  knowledge, 
request  Capt.  Lake  to  send  for  Jeffery,  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  the  island  then  in  sight  ? 
I  did  not ;  neither  did  I  hear  any  of  the  other 
officers. — Did  the  Recruit  return  to  Barbadoes, 
or  join  the  Admiral,  between  the  13th  Dec. 
and  11th  Feb.?    We  returned  to  Barbadoes^ 


and,  I  think,  joined  the  Admiral,  before  we 
went  to  Sombrero  lifiain. — Did  you  suggest  to 
Capt.  L.  td  send   provisions   with   Jeffery,  or 
hear  any  other  person  do  so  ?    No  ;  I  did  not. 
— Did  you  bring  the  part  of  the  tomahawk  or 
hatchet  you  desciibe  to  have  seen  on  the  island 
of  Sombrero,  on  board  the  Recruit  ?     I  did. — 
Ditl  you  compare  it  with  the  others  in   the 
Recruit  ?     No ;  I  did  not,— Did  you  foi*m  any . 
opinion  what  it  was,  or  from  whence  it  came  ? 
My.  opinion  was,  it  was  a  hsherman's ;  it  was 
very  rough  ;  it  was  not  any  thing  belonging  to 
the  Navy. — Were  the  trowsers  you  found  of  - 
the  same  sort  as  those  worn  by  Jeff€^ry  ?  They  .- 
had  the  same  appearance  as  trowsers  served 
out  in  his  Majesty's  ships. — Did  you  at  «nj 
subsequent  period  afterwards  hear  Capt.  Lake 
express  any  apprehensions  as  to  the  fate  of 
jeffery  ?    Not  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
except  as  I  have  before  staled. — Have  you  aoy . 
reason  to  think,  from  Capt.  Lake's  saying  ha 
supposed   Jeffery  had  got  housed,   that  he  be- 
lieved the  island  of  Sombrero  to  be  inhabited  ?. 
I  really  believe  he  did. — Was  you  prevented 
by  fear,  or  aoy  other  motive,  from  suggesting 
to  Capt.  Lake  the  taking  off  Jeffery  ?    No  ;  I 
was  not. — Did  Lt.  Mould  give  his  opinion,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  leaving  Jeffery  on  the  island  ? . 
Not  that  I  heard. 

Captain  Lake  asked :  You  said,  "  We  have . 
two  thieves  on  board  ;"  did  you  mean  Jeffery . 
ns  one?    I  did. — ilow  often  did  Lt.  Mould  ^ 
16  I  he  island  ?    To  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
he  was  twice  on  the  11th  of  Feb.  besides  the 
time  he  landed  the  man. — Did^you  ever  hear 
any  report  as  to  what  became  of  Jeffery?  I 
heard  it  on  board  the  Recruit,   1  think  from- 
Capt.  Lake,  that  it  was  advertised  in  an  Amc- 
ncan  paper,  that  the  man  was  taken  off  tbe  - 
island,  and  carried  to  America. — Did  you  hear 
it  from  Mr.  Windsor?     I  heard  him  say,  since> 
I  have  been  at  Portsmouth,  that  he  heard   it 
from  the  Hon.  Capt.  Crofton. — Did  you  often 
report  Jeffery  to  me  as  a  very  bad  character, 
and  tay  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  we 
could  get  him  out  of  the  ship ;  that  flogsing. 
would  do  him  no  good  ?    Yes ;  I  did.-~Did 
you  conceive,  at  the  time  be  was  landed,  that 
there    were  liouses,  or  rocks  appearing  like 
houses,  on  the  island  ?    At  the  time  I  thought 
there  were  houses,  and  did  not  know  that  it 
was  not.in  habited. 

T/t€  Court  asked : — Considering  the  descrip* 
tion  you  have  given  of  the  island,  and  tlie  situ- 
ation of  your  ship,  could  you,  or  any  other  of- 
ficer of  the  shipi  have  discovered  bouses^  if 
there  had  been  any  there  ?  No,  we  could  not ; 
I  think  there  might  have  been  houses  and  we 
not  see  them ;  ^he  land  rises  from  the  surface  of 
the  watvr  abo^e  40  feet,  I  should  think,  and 
therefore  we  could  not  see  over  tbe  island.— 
Why  had  you  frequently  complained  of  Jeffery 
to  Capt.  I^ke,  and  wish  bim  out  of  the  ship  I. 
He  was  generally  down  below  in  the  watch, 
and  could  never  be  got  up  oo  deck :  he  had 
not  been  long  at  sea;  be  was  a. very  weak 
man;   and  his  pimishroents  hurt   him  very 
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much ;  ntid  I  thought  such  a  man  had  better 
be  out  of  the  ahip ;  Ido  not  mean  bis  flogging; 
he  was  started  several  times  by  a  boatswain*s 
mate  with  a  rope. — What  in  your  conscience 
was  the  impression  upon  your  mind,  at  the 
time  that  Jeflfery  was  landed  on  Sombrero, 
whether  it  was  a  desolate  island  or  not  ?  The 
impressiop  on  my  mind  was,  I  did  not  think  it 
was  a  desolate  island. — Had  you  any  reasoii  to 
alter  that  opinion  on  the  return  of  the  boat 
with  Lt.  Mouldy  or  before  you  lost  sight  of  the 
island  ?  No. — Did.  you  then  consider  the  act 
of  Cnpt.  Lake  as  ^ery  oppressive  ?  I  did  not 
consider  whether  it  was  oppressive  or  not ;  I 
did  not  take  it  into  consideration. — How  lonj; 
have  you  been  a  Master  in  the  Navy;  how 
long  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  how  many  times 
have  you  been  in  sight  of  Sombrero,  before 
that  time  ?  I  sUall  liave  been  a  Master,  the 
tOth  of  next  month,  3  years.  I  served  a- board 
4t  years  in  the  West  Indies,  in  a  man-of-war, 
and  never  was  in  si^ht  of  the  island  before  we 
landed  tiie  man,  ro  tlie  best  of  my  knowledj^e. — 
Have  you  any  Instruction  Book  for  navigating 
in  the  West  Indies?  No;  but  I  have  seen 
one. — Did  you  ever  look  to  see  if  Sombrero 
was  inhabited,  or  had  wood  op  water  I  No ;  I 
never  did  — Was  the  Recruit  in  want  of  water 
at  ther  time  ?    I  do  not  recollect. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  ELVy,  late  belonging  to  the 
Recruit,  called  in,  and  sworn. 

The  Judge  Advocate  asked : — What  was  you 
in  the  Recruit,  in  Dec.  1807?  I  belonged 
then  t*i  the  after-guard.— ^Staie  to  the  Court 
what  jou  know  of  the  charges  against  Capt. 
Lake.  On  the  13fh  Dec.  1807,  the  ship  was 
off  Sombrero.  About  6  in  the  evening,  Capt. 
Lake  called  Jeffery,  and  told  him  he  should 
send  him  on  shore  on  that  island  ;  a  patch  was 
«ewn  on  to  his  back,  with  the  word  •^  Thief 
OD  it;  Capt.  Lake  then  told  Lt.  Mould  to 
make  haste  and  land  the  man,  and  return.  I 
saw  the  man  go  into  the  l»oat  by  order  of  Capt. 
Lake :  he  htid  on  a  white  fmck  and  trowsers, 
black  hat ;  I  cannot  say  whether  he  had  shoes 
on  or  not ;  when  the  boat  returned  he  was  not 
in  it. — Are  you  sure  he  had  a  iiat  on  ?  I  am 
pretty  sure. — Were  any  clothes  put  mto  the 
boat  wirhium?  None,  that  I  kiiow  of. — Did 
be  ask  far  his  clothes  ?     I  did  nOt  hear  him. 

The^  Court  asked: — Were  any  provisions  or 
water  put  into  the  boat  ?  I  do  not  know  that 
ihere  was ;  I  did  not  see  any  put  in. — Did  you 
bear  any  orders  given  by  Capt.  Lake  to  pret 
vent  any  water  or  provisions  being  put  into  the 
boat?  No,  I  did  not. — Was  Jeffery  consi- 
dered an  infamous  character  ?  He  had  been 
flogged  once  for  taking  rum  out  of  the  gunner's 
cabin. — Do  you  know  that  there  is  any  water, 
or  inhabitants,  on  Sombrero  ?  No.— Did  you 
«ee  any  houses  there  ?  No. — Do  you  know, 
CO  the  return  of  the  boat,  that  any  representa- 
tion wtis  made  to  Capt.  Lake  ^relative  to  the 
situati<in  of  Jeffery,  or  relative  to  the  island  it- 
self, either  by  the  officer,  or  any  man  who  went 
fNi  shore?  *  Ko,  I  d<i'not—- Po  you  cemeiDbeT 


the  next  morning  being  in  sight  of  Sombrero  ? 
Yes. — Do  you  know  at  any  time  that  day,  that 
any  representation  was  made  to  Capt.  Lake 
respectmg  -Jeffery,  with  a  request  of  his  being 
taken  off,  by  any  pen»on  on  board  the  Recruit? 
No. — Was  the  situation  of  the  ship  such,  the 
next  day,  that  if  Capt.  Lake  had  been  so  dis- 
posed, he  might  have  approached  the  island, 
and  take  n  the  man  off  r  1  do  not  recollect 
that  it  was. — What  distance  was  the  Recruit 
from  Sombrero,  about  5  in  the  evening  of  the 
13ih  Dec.  1807  ?  I  do  not  know. — Is  it  your 
opinion  she  was  near  enough  to  have  discovered 
houses,  had  there  been  any  on  it?  I  think  we 
were  too  far  off  at  that  time. — Was  she  near 
enough,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  man  being 
sent  from  the  ship,  to  have  discovered  any 
houses,  if  there  had  been  any  there  ?  Yes, 
*about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  he  was  sent 
away. — From  what  you  had  observed,  did  you 
suppose,  at  the  time  Jeffery  was  sent  from  the 
brig,  that  the  island  was  uninhabited  ?  No  ;  I 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not.*:— Do  you 
know  what  crime  Jeffery  bad  been  guilty  of  to 
induce  Capt.  Lake  to  set  him  on  shore  on  the 
island  ?  I  beUeve  it  was  for  broaching  a  cask 
of  spruce  beer  that  same  day. — Did  you  ll)ink 
it  a  very  very  cruel  and  oppressive  act,  at  the 
time  the  pulling  Jeffery  on  shore  ?  Yes,  1  did. 
— Was  the  ship*s  company  at  an  allowance  of 
water  at  the  time  ?  1  do  not  recoUecf. — Wa»> 
any  ship  in  sight  at  the  time,  or  boat,  wlieu 
Jeffery  was  put  on  shore  ?    No. 

FRANCISCO  VALA,  a  Seaman  belonging  i^ 
the  Recruit,  called  in,  and  sworn. 

The  Judge  Advocate  asked  ;-»Was  you  one 
of  the  boat's  crew  in  which  Jeffery  was  taken 
on  shore  from  the  Recruit,  and  lanHed  on  Som- 
brero  ?  Yes,  I  was ;  .when  the  boat  was  lowered 
aitern,  he  came  into  the  boat. — How  was  he 
drfSstd  ?  He  had  white  trowscrs,  white  frock, 
and  a  straw  hat;  one  uf  the  boat'^  crew  gave 
him  a  pair  of  shoes,  Mr.  Mould  a  handker- 
chief, and  another  man  a  knife. — Were  anj 
provisions  or  water  put  into  the  boat  ?  No. — ^ 
Was  the  man  in  good  spirits,  or  was  he  crying? 
He  cried  when  he  went  a-shore  ;  he  said.  Good 
health  to  the  gentlemen  and  boat's  crew. — Did 
he  n»k  them  to  take  him  on  hoard  again  ?  I 
did  not  hear  him  say  that. — Did  he  immediately 
get  upon  the  jock  on  the  island  ?  Yes. — How 
hitfh  IS  it  ?  As  high  as  the  mizen-top. — Was  it 
difficult  to  get  up?  No ;  any  one  could  get  up. 
— Did  you  go  on  shore  youtHelf  ?  Yes ;  I  went 
about  20  feet  on  the  island. — Was  it  dark  al 
the  time  ?     It  was  dark. 

The  Court  asked  : — How  long  was  the  boat 
on  shore?  About  |  of  an  hour.  —  Did  the 
Lieut,  and  boat's  crew  go  upon  the  rock,  to  see 
if  th^re  were  any  houses?  Yes;  and  when 
they  came  down,  they  said  th^re  were  no 
housefi.-^When  you  put  off,  did  Jeffery  crv? 
Yes ;  but  he  did  not  make  any  noise. — Was  he 
bleeding  at  tlie  time  ?  No ;  I  did  not  i>ee  him. 
—Did  Jeffery  ask  for  water  or  provisions  when 
be  was  put  on  shore  ?  No ;  I  did  not  hear  bia* 
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Mr.  JAMES  HOBSON,  late  act'mg  Puner 
and  Clerk  of  th£  Recruit,  and  now  Clerk  of 
the  UlyneSf  called  in,  and  tvorn. 

The  Jud^e  Advocate  asked : — Produce  the 
Muster  Bo<.k  of  the  Recruit,  turn  to  the 
Prisoner's  name,  aad  acquaint  the  Court 
how  it  there  aunds?  No.  117,  Ship*f  Book, 
Robert  jeflfery,  ordinary,  entry  llih  Aug. 
1807,  appearance  35th  Aug.,  run  IStb  Dec. 
1807,  at  Sombrero  island.  —  Do  you  know 
that  Jeffery  was  put  on  shore  on  that  island  by 
the  order  of  Capt.  Lake  on  tfmt  day  ?  Yes. — 
"VVa**  he  the  person  above  described?  Yes.— By 
whose  order  did  yoii  put  the  R.  against  his 
name  ?  I  believe  I  did  it  of  my  own  accord.-** 
Did  Capt.  Lake  know  that  vou  had  so  done  ? 
When  the  siiip  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  be  asked 
ine  how  he  was  discharged  on  the  book :  I  told 
him  I  had  run  him  on  ue  books ;  he  said  that 
I  ought  to  have  discharged  him  to  Sombrero. — 
How  lung  was  that  afterwards?  About  $ix  weeki 
ago. — Did  Capt.  Lake  direct  you  ta  take  out 
the  R.  and  make  anentnr  of  bis  beine  dis- 
charged to  Sombrero?  Yes.— Why  did  you 
not  do  it?  Because  I  believe  I  bad  $ent  a  Ixtcs- 
ter  Book  up  orevioui. — Had  Capt.  Lake  any 
knowledge  ot  that  Muster  Book  having  been 
tent  away»  and  of^  the  R.  having  remained 
against  the  name  of  Jeffery  on  that  book  ?  He 
signed  that  Book^  but  he  did  not  know  that  the 
K.  was  again%t  Jeffery's  name  at  the  time  it 
was  sent.— Before  you  had  enured  the  R. 
against  the  name  of  Jeffery^  had  you  any  con- 
versation with  Capt.  Lake.M  to. the  mode  the 
entry  should  be  made  on  the  book  ?  No. 

Trie  Court  atked:  What  distance  was  the  Re- 
cruit from  Sombrero  at  5  p.  m.  on  the  ISth  Dec.  ? 
I  was  on  deck  just  befoi;e  the  man  went  tim^j, 
about  6  o*duck  ;  she  was  not  more  than  }  of'^a 
mile  or  a  mile  then. — Was  it  at  that  time  suffi- 
ciently light  and  clear  for  you  to  see  the  island  ? 
Not  distinctly.— From  any  observations  you 
had  made  in  the  course  of  that  day  or  at  that 
time,  did  you  suppose  Sombrero  to  be  inha- 
-bited,  or  not  ?  I  thought  it  was  inhabited,  at 
the  time. — What  reasons  had  you  for  forming 
that  opinion  ?  I  could  not  see  the  island  dis- 
tinctly enough  to  see  any  houses :  the  officers 
said,  at  the  time,  that  fishermen  resorted  to  it, 
and  inhabited  it,  who  came  there  to  catch  tur- 
tle ;  I  heard  the  first  and  second  lientenant 
•ay  so,  I  think  the  master,  but  am  not  sure.— 
Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  you  understood  that 
the  fishermen  were  occasionally  there,  or  when 
^ey  went  away  with  fish,  they  left  part  of  their 
people  there  ?  I  understood  it  was  always  inha- 
bited by  some  of  them.  —Do  you  know  whe- 
ther any  research  was  made  by  the  officer  who 
ianded  Jetfery  to  ascertain  that  fact  ?  No. — Did 
you  see  any  person  or  buildings  on  the  isiind 

?ourself ;  1  have  already  said,  it  was  too  dark ; 
could  not  discover  any  thing  distinctly. — Was 
there  any  report  made  by  ttie  officer,  or  any 
oerson  in  the  boat,  on  their  return,  that  the 
islaud  was  not  inbabrted  ?  I  beard  the  officer 
«iy^wlia  landed  (be  mao  (Lieiit.  Moaldi)  that 


he  did  not  think  it  was  inhabited.  I  have  no 
knowledge  that  it  was  stated  to  Capt.  Lake. — ' 
Did  you,  at  any  period  subsequent  to  the  13tb 
Dec.  1807,  hear  Capt.  Lake  express  apprelien* 
sion  respecting  the  fate  of  Jeffery  ?  No;  oalv 
when  he  learnt  it  was  an  uninhabited  island^ 
he  said,  he  was  very  sorry  it  had  happened  ; 
he  would  rather  have  given  20,000/.  'Ibis  was 
after  he  had  been  to  the  Admiral,  at  Barbadoesv 
— Do  you  know  when  Capt.  Lake  heard  that 
Sombrero  was  not  inhabited?  I  believe  he^ 
heard -it  when  we  got  to  Barbadoes. —  Did 
Capt.  Lake  tell  you  so  ?  Capt.  Lake  told  me^ 
h»  understood  that  it  was  an  uninhabited 
island,  and  that  he  was  going  back  to  tee  if  the 
man  was  there,  by  the  Atlmiral's  orders. — How 
long  have  you  sailed  with  Capt.  Lake  ?  FrcHu 
the  8th  March  1806  to  the  14th  June  1808, 
and  fitMn  the  SOth  May  1809  to  this  date. — 
From  yotir  knowledge  of  Capt.  Lake,  do  yoa 
think  he  would  have  ordered  Jeffery  to  have 
been  put  on  Sombrero,  if  he  knew  it  was  unin- 
habited? No;  I  am  almost  sure  he  would  not-— 
Do  yon  know  if  Capt.  Lake,  at  the  time  Jefferj 
was  put  on  shore,  directed  any  inquiry  to  be 
made  whether  the  island  was  inhabited  or  not  ? 
If  he  did  I  never  heard  of  it. — Did  you  see  Lt. 
Mould  that  night,  after  he  returned  from  putr- 
ting  Jefiery  on  the  island  ?  Yes. — Did  be  ap- 
^r  to  be  distressed  at  the  order  he  had  been 
directed  to  execute,  or  express  any  regret  at 
it  ?  No ;  nothine  further  than  I  have  stated  ; 
that  he  did  not  think  it  was  inhabited. 

Captain  Lake  asked: — Did  you  hear  LC 
Mould  ask  ibe  leave  to  go  and  hind  the  roaa 
volunteering  to  do  it  ?  No ;  I  was  below.—. 
Have  you  any,  and  what  knowled^,  and  bj 
what  meant,  as  to  what  became  of  Jeffery? — I 
understood  that  he  had  been  taken  off  the 
island  by  an  American  merchant  vessel,  and 
conveyed  to  America :  I  was  tokl  so  by  the 
Purser  of  the  Recruit,  Mr.  Windsor,  who  said, 
that  Capt.  Crofton  told  hhn  that  he  had  cnt 
the  account  of  it  out  of  an  American  paper, 
and  that  he  should  give  it  to  him,  to  take  to 
Capt  Lake,  but  he  could  not  find  it. — Did  yoii 
hear  what  was  the  date  of  the  American  paper  ? 
No. 

Cth  February  1810. 

Mr.  EDWARD  SPENSER  calUd  in  agaim. 

The  Court  asked  i^-^At  the  time  Je£fery  was 
sent  on  shore  to  Sombrero,  did  Capt.  Lake 
^ve  any  directions  to  examine  whether  the 
island  was  inhabited  or  not  ?  Not  that  I  heard. 
—  Did  Capt.  Lake  order  his  pistob  to  be 
brought  on  deck,  at  the  time  ?  Yes ;  he  did. — 
You  will  state  to  the  Court  what  he  said  oa 
that  occasion  }-^l  did  not  bear  captain  Lake 
make  any  remark  at  the  time,  ftirthei^  thaa 
order  his  pistols  to  be  brousht  on  the  deck; 
and  they  ^ere  laid  on  the  capstan. —  By 
whom  were  they  brought?  To  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  by  Capt.  Lake's  Steward. — 
For  what  purpose  were  those  pistols  broittfat 
on  deck  ?  Really  I  cannot  say ;  I  have  fre- 
quently known  Capt.  Lake's  pbtob  bioagM 
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on  deck,  when  beating  the  quiiters. — At  the 
time  Captain  Lake  ordered  bis  pistols  to  be 
brought  on  deck,  did  you  notice  the  state 
of  his  mental  faculties  ?  No ;  I  did  not. — (lad 
YOU  any  reason,  from  his  conduct,  to  suspect 
him  not  to  be  c^  sound  mind  at  tlie  time  ?  I 
did  not  consider  myself  a  competent  judge,  but 
I  have  heard  the  Surgeon  say,  that  be  thought 
he  was  a  little  touched,  or  insaqe.  At  tbe 
time  he  ordered  the  pistols  to  be  brought  ou 
deck,  be  spoke  loud  and  liarsh.  I  think  he 
was  as  much  in  his  senses  then  as  be  usually 
was,  when  carrying  on  the  duty-c^f  the  ship. — 
Z>td  you  hear  C!apt.  Lake  say,  if  any  body  nten- 
tioned  to  bim  the  name  of  Jefiery  lie  would  put 
kim  to  death,  or  words  to  that  efl^ect  ?  No ;  I 
never  did.-^Did  you  hear  him  forbid  water  and 
provisions  being  put  into  the  boat?  No ;  I  did 
not.— Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  Capt.  Lake  has 
frequently  ordered  his  pistols  to  be  brought  up 
when  not  at  quarters?  I  have  seen  them  so 
ofteti  brought  up,  that  I  cannot  recollect  whe- 
ther pistols  have  been  brought  up,  when  not  at 
quarters,  or  not.-^Ha?e  you  at  one  time  known 
Capt.  Lake  to  have  ordered  liis  pistols  to  be 
brought  up,  when  not  at  quarters,  besides  the 
tine  before. stated?  I  do  not  recollect. — Did 
you  see  Lt.  Mould  on  tlie  night  of  the  ISth 
Dec.  after  he  had  put  Jeffery  an  shore  at  Som- 
brero? Yet. — Did  Lt.  Mould  appear  to  be  dis- 
tressed at  the  orders  he  had  biNin  directed  to 
execute,  or  express  any  regret  at  it,  either  on 
that  night  or  the  nextmomine?  No;  he  did 
not,  that  I  heard. — Upon  oonsideratioh  of  what 
pasacd  at  the  time  Jef!ery  -  was  put  on  shore, 
do  yon  stin  mean  to  say,  that  it^id  not  enter 
into  your  consideration,  whetlier  the  act  was 
oppressive  or  not,  or  what  would  be  his  fate  ? 
No,  it  did  not;  for  I  really  thought,  at  the 
tine;  that  the  island  was  inhabited. — Were 
there  any  ships  or  vessels,  or  boat  ii)  sight,  at 
the  time  Jefiery  was  landed  on  the  island  ?  We 
boarded  a-  vessel  a  few  hours  before;  but  I 
cannot  say  whether  she  <vas  in  sight  or  not; 
when  the  man  was  landed  I  did  not  see  her. — 
Relate  to  the  Court  whether  Capt.  Lake  was 
sober  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  Dec.  1807, 
when  he  ordered  Jeffery  to  be  put  on  shore  on 
Sonbrero.  I  do  not  think  he  was  perfectly 
loiter — What  quantity  of  warer  was  there  on 
board  the  Kecruicon  the  evening  of  the  ISth 
Dec.  1807  ?  i  believe  from  17  to  19  tons : 
not  less  than  17. — Under  the  impression  of  the 
oath  you  have  taken,  since  you  beard  of  a 
Court  Martial  for  the  trial  of  Capt.  Lake  for 
leaving  Jeffery  on  the  island,  haye  you  had 
conversation' with  any  person  as  to  the  evidence 
Tou  were  to  give,  except  Capt.  Lake  and  the 
Judge  Advocate?  Onmy  oath,  I  never  have.— 
In  one  part  of  yoiir  evidence  you  say,  that  the 
conduct  of  Capt.  Lake  was  as  usual  at  tbe  ume 
Jefiery  was  sent  on  shore,  and  you  have  since 
•aid  that  you  do  not  tbink  he  was  perfectly 
lober ;  what  are  ihe  Court  to  understand  from 
that  ?  Capt.  Lake,  afVer  his  wine,  was  usually 
more  elevated  than  be  was  in  tbe  former  part 
of  tbe  day.— Did  you  see  Capt.  Lake  on  the 
f^Uowiog  laoroing ;  and   ft  wba^    cioie  ?    1 


saw  him  when  he  came  on  deck,  between  8 
and  9 ;  I  was  then  officer  of  the  watch. — Was 
Sombrero  then  in  sight  ?  I  think  it  was ;  it 
was  at  6  in  the  morning. — Was  Capt.  Lake 
informed  of  its  being  in  sight?  Lieut.  Mould 
had  the  morning  watch,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  informed  the  Captain  or  not. — Do 
you  from  auy  circumstance  arising  from  your 
own  knowledge,  know  that  Capt.  Lake  knew 
the  isliind  was  in  sight  or  not  ?  No ;  I  do 
not, — Was  any  vessel  or  boat  in  ^ight  when 
you  relieved  the  deck  at  8  o'clock?  No; 
there  was  not. — Do  you  know  whether  the 
pistols  laid  on  the  capstan  by  Capt.  Lake's 
order,  on  the  13th  Dec.;1807,  were  loaded  or 
not?  No  ;  I  do  not. — Did  you  see  any^  am- 
munition produced  on  tbe  capstan  ou  that 
evening  ?    No ;  1  did  not. 

THOMAS  JENKINS,  Serjeant  of  Murina, 
called  in^  and  $worn» 

The  Judge  Advocate  aiked :  Yon  will  state  to 
the  Court  what  you  know  respecting  tbe  chaige 
against  Capt.  ^  Lake.  About  two  years  ajgo  tbe 
ship  was  in  the  West  Indies,  near  an  blatld, 
whose  name  I  do  not  recollect  ;  I  saw  Jeffery 
sent  into  tbe  boat  by  Capt.  Lake's  order ;  he 
ordered  the  boat  to  be  manned  and  him  into 
it;  I  brought  him  up  between  decks ;  be  was 
dressed  in  a  blue  jacket,  and  mother  of  pearl- 
buttons  ;  I  believe  he  had  a  hat  on ;  when  he 
went  into  the  boat ;  I  am  not  positive  whether 
be  had  a  blue  jacket  on  or  not. — Were  hit 
clothes  brought  up,  and  put  into  the  boat  ? 
Not  to  my  knowledge  *  I  was  not  ordered  to 
bring  them  np. — ^Do  you  know  wh^  they  were 
not  put  into  the  boat  ?  No.-*Did  he  ask  for 
his  clothes?  No. — Why  did  you  not  bring 
them  up  ?  I  was  never  ordered  to  bring  them 
up.— Did  Jeffery  express  any  leluctance  at 
being  set  on  shore  r  I  did  not  hear  him 
speoL— Was  he  immediately  ordered  into  the 
boat,  OB  his  being  bmught  up  ?  A  few  minutes 
after. — Was  any  thing  said  to  him  by  Capt. 
Lake  before  he  went  into  the  boat  ?  Nothing 
that  I  heard,  further  than  to  make  haste  back 
with  the  boat. — Did  Jeffery  at  tbe  time  h^ 
went  into  the  boat,  know  that  he  was  to  be 
landed  and  left  on  the  island  ?  Yes ;  I  be- 
lieve he  did — How  do  you  know  ?  Every 
person  thought  so.*-Did  vou  see  the  island 
from  the  sliip?  Yes. — Didyoo  know  whether 
it  was  inhabited  or  {not  ?  I  thought  it  was. — 
Why  did  you  think  so  ?  It  being  du^k  in  «the 
evening,  there  were  large  rocks,  which  appeared 
like  bouses. — Could  you  discover  the  size  of  the 
island?  It  was  about  half  a  mile  in  leotith.— 
Did  you  hear  any  directions  given  by  Capt. 
Lake,  to  examine  whetiier  tlie  inland  was  m* 
habited  or  not?  No.-— Did  you  bear  him  di- 
rect the.  officer  who  commanded  the  hot^f^  to 
brine  back  Jeffery,  if  be  should  find  it  was  not 
inhabited?  No. — Were  any  provisions  or 
water  ordered  into  the  boat,  for  the  use 
of  Jeffery  ?  I  did  not  bear  of  any. — Did 
you  hear  any  directions  given  by  Capt.  Lake, 
that  there  sliOuld  not  be  auy  provisions  or 
wattr/or  the  mao*s  clothes  pat  into  the  boat  ? 
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I  did  not  hcitr  of  ftny. — Did  you  hear  of  any 
direcriont  giveo,  to  search  if  there  was  freah 
water  on  (he  island  at  the  time  Jeflfery  was  sent 
on  shore  ?  No. — Was  be  brought  back  in  the 
boat  i  I  did  not  see  him ;  nor  have  I  teen 
him  since. 

The  Court  asked:  Was  JeflPery  considered  as 
an  infamous  character  on  board?  No;  he 
was  confined  about  a  we^k  before  (ot  theft. — 
When  you  brought  Jeflfery  on  the  quarter  deck, 
did  Capt.  Lake  ^tate  any  reasons  for  landing 
him?  No;  not  as  I  heard. — Did  you  hear 
Cnpt.  Lake  say,  that  if  any  man  mentioned 
Jeffery  he  would  put  him  to  death?  No. — 
Did  you  observe  a  brace  of  pistols  placed  on 
the  capstan  ?  I  did  not  see  them. — Did  you, 
on  die  following  day,  hear  any  person  remind 
Capt.  Lake  that  Jenery  was  left  on  the  island  ? 
No. — After  the  boat  returned,  did  you  under- 
stand the  island  to  be  uninhabited,  or  that  there 
was  fresh  water  on  it  and  houses?  I  thought 
80  ;  the  people  were  saying,  when  the  boat  ww 
going  with  Jelferj,  that  he  would  be  starved  to 
death ;  and  Mr.  Spencer  came  up  behind,  and 
•aid,  "  You  be  damned;'*  which  I  thought 
meant  he  would  do  very  well, — Did  you  notice 
any  thing  extraordinary  in  the  conduct  of 
Capt.  Lake,  at  the  time  he  sent  Jeffei^  on 
shore ;  or  did  he  carry  on  the  duty  in  a  cool, 
deliberate  manner,  in  his  usual  way  ?  He  ap- 
peared to  be  very  passionate  at  the  time,  more  ' 
than  usual. — From  wimt  you  observed  at  the 
lime,  have  you  aoy  reason  to  believe  that  he 
was  not  of  sound  mind  at  the  time  when  he 
sent  Jeffery  on  shore  ?  No  ;  I  do  not  know ; 
he  was  not  in  such  a  passion  in  the  morning 
as  h^  was  over-night. — Did  you,  at  any  time, 
think  ii  cruel  and  oppressive  puttini^  Jeffery  on 
shore  ?  No ;  I  thought  the  island  was  in- 
habited, -Relate  to  tlie  Court  whether  Capt. 
Lake  was  sober  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of 
Dec.,  when  he  ordered  Jeffery  to  be  put-  on . 
shore  on  Sombrero  ?  He  appeared  to  me  to 
be  sober. — Do  you  know  whether  Jeffery 
took  off  his  jacket  before  he  went  into  the 
^jboat,  or  was  directed  to  do  so  ?  I  cannot 
ffecollect. 

JOETN  PEAIISON",    Quarter  waster   of  His 
Majesty s  Sloop  Recruit,  called  in,  and  sworn. 

The  Judge  Advocate  asked :  Was  you 
Quarter-master  at  the  time  when  Jeffery  was 
put  into  the  boat  ^  Yes,  I  was. — State  to  the 
Court  what  you  know,  and  saw,  upon  that  oc- 
casion. When  he  came  up,  I  met  him  coming 
along  the  main-deck  :  he  then  had  a  frock  and 
trowsers,  and  a  blue  jacket  with  mbther-of> 
pearl  buttons  on  it,  and  a  straw  hat,  and  no 
shoes.  When  I  came  aft,  he  went  into  the 
boat,  without  any  jacket  on — Was  the  Cap- 
tain on  deck  ?  Yes. — What  did  he  say  ?  When 
the  boat  was  hauled  up  on  the  starboard  bide, 
Capt.  Lake  told  Mr.  Moold  to  land  him,  and 
bear  a  hand  back  with  the  boat. — Did  Jeffery 
show  any  reluctance  to  be  landed  ?  I  did  not 
see  him  when  he  went  into  tlie  boat, — Was  he 
ia  the  boat  when  she  came  back  ?  He  was  not. 
*-*Did  you  see  the  iiUnd  from  the  ahip  ?  Yes; 


it  was  about  (  of  ^  mile  from  os.  The  island 
appeared  to  be  S  or  3  miles  long ;  and  the  height 
of  it  might  be  as  liigh  as  a  orig's  cross-jack 
yard.— Did  you  know  whether  it  was  inhabited 
or  not  ?  I  do  not  know  ;  I  was  never  on  shore. 
— Did  it  appear  to  be  ialiabited  ?  I  do  not 
know. — Did  you  see  any  houses  or  smoke  } 
No.-^Was  it  light  enough  to  have  seen  it,  if 
there  were  any  r  Yes. — Were  there  any  pro- 
visions or  water  put  into  the  boat  ?  No. — Did 
yuu  hear  Capt.  Lake  order  that  none  should 
be  pot  in  ?  No. — Were  any  orders  given  to 
search  if  there  was  any  fresh  water  onshore? 
I  did  not  hear  it. — Did  you  see  any  pistols  on 
the  capstan  on  that  evening  ?  No. — Were  bis 
clothes  put  into  the  boat?  No. — Why  wer« 
they  not?  I  do  not  know. — Did  you  hear  Capt« 
Lake  threaten  to  put  any  man  to  death  that 
mentioned  the  name  of  Jeffery  ?  I  did  not. — > 
Was  he  considered  an  infamous,  character? 
He  bad  a  good  character,  as  far  as  I  know.— 
What  impression  did  it  make  on  your  mind,  the 
landing  of  Jeffery  ;  did  you  think  it  an  act  of 
cruelty  and  oppression  ?  I  thought  it  "was  a 
\ery  cruel  thing  at  the  time.— -Was  the  blue 
jacket  taken  in  the  boat  with  Jeffery  or  not  ? 
I  do  not  know. — You  have  said,  '*  you  thought 
it  a  very  cruel  thing,  the  putting  Jeffery  on 
shore  ;**  what  induced  you  to  think  so  ?  The 
people  were  saying  at  the  time  that  it  was  a 
barren  island. — Was  that  your  own  opinion  ? 
No ;  1  did  not  know  what  island  it  was. 

Capt,  Lake  asked: — Did  you  see  all  the 
island,  or  only  one  side  of  it  ?  *  I  saw  all  round 
the  west  part  of  it. — Was  Jeffery  repeatedly 
accused  of  theft  ?  He  was  punished  fur  thett 
about  five  days  before ;  he  was  reported  for 
stealing  some  f  um  out  of  the  gunner's  cabin. 

The  Court  'asked :  Had  he  committed  any 
other  theft  after  that  punishment?  Not  that  I 
know  of;  it  was  reported  he  had  broached  a 
cask  of  spruce  beer,  a  day  or  two  before  ho 
was  sent  on  shore. 

JOSEPH  MOTT,  Captain  of  the  Forecastle  of 
the  Recruit,  called  in,  and  szoorn. 

The  Judge  Advocate  asked :  Was  you  on  deck 
at  the  time  Jeffery  was  sent  out  of  the  Recruit  ? 
Yes ;  off  Soinbi^ro.  I  heard  Capt.  Lake  give 
orders  to  have  him  put  into  the  boat,  and  land- 
ed on  the  island, — pid  he  say  why  it  should 
be  done?  Yes;  on  account  of  taking  some 
spruce  out  of  a  cask.-^Did  Jeffery  say  any 
thing?  Not  in  my  hearing, — What  cbthes 
had  he  ?  A  frock  and  trowsers,  when  I  saw 
him  in  the  boat. — Did  he  look  cheerful  or  sor- 
n)wfuH  He  looked  s  »rrow<ul.— Did  yon  see 
any  pistols  brought  upon  deck  ?    No.  * 

The  Court  asked:  What  nnpression  had  it 
on  your  mind  at  the  time,  leaving  Jeffery  be- 
hind ?  I  thought  it  was  very  sorrowful  to  see 
a  man  left  on  a  desolate  island  like  that.— 
Did  you  think  it  a  cruel  act  ?  Yes. — Did  you 
know  it  was  a  depilate  island  ?  No  ;  it  was 
dusk.  I  did  ndi  thiok  it  was  cruel  at  ^r<t;  but 
when  we  returned,  and  found  it  to  be  a  deso 
late  island,  I  thought  so. — Was  there  a  suffi- 
cient light  to  see  if  there  ^re  houses  oo  tim 
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klanct?  There  wort  rocks  that  looked  like 
houses. — Before  you  lost  [sipht  of  the  island, 
eould  you  ascertain  if  they  were  houses  or  not? 
They  did  not  seem  like  houses  when  we  got 
round  the  rock. — Did.  you  hear  Capt.  Lake 
give  directions  that  neither  water  or  provi- 
sions or  clothes  should  be  put  into  the  boat  ? 
I  did  not  hear  that.-i-Have  you  seen  JeflTery  since 
he  .was  landed  ?  No. — Was  the  brig  on  the 
weather  or  lecside  of  the  island,  when  the  boat 
was  sent  away  with  Jeffery  ?  On  the  lee  side. 
—Did  you  run  down  from  the  windward  ? 
Yes. — At  what  distance  did  you  pass  the 
island  ?  A  mile  and  a  half. — Was  there  light, 
at  that ^i me,  to  see  if  there  were  any  houses  or 
inhabitants  on  the  island,  liad  there  been  any  } 
I  looked,  but  did  not  see  any ;  I  think  there 
was  light  sufficient  to  ^ee  them,  if  there  had 
been  any. — When  the  boat  returned  from  land- 
ing JeflTery,  do  you  know  that  there  was  any 
report  from  the  officer  or  men,  of  the  situation, 
as  to  the  island,  in  which  JcflFery  was  left? 
Mr.  Mould  said  it  was  a  barren  place,  us  he 
came  over  the  {{anyway. — Did  he  tell  Capt. 
Lake  so  ?  Not  in  my  hearing. — Did  you  see 
Capt.  Lake  when  he  ordered  Jetfery  to  be 
landed  ?  Yes. — Did  you  then  consider  him  to 
be  in  his  right  senses  ?  The  same  as  usual, 
only  passionate. 

DEFENCE. 

M*.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  this 
HoKou  RABLE  Court  ; — It  is  not  ray  intention 
to  detain  you  at  any  length,  by  representing  to 
yon  the  painful  situation  in  which  I  am  |  laced, 
nor  of  pointing  out  to  you  the  nature  of  the 
charge  alledged  against  me ;  to  men  o**  your 
honourable  mttidf,  •'Uch  an  address  can  hardly 
be  wanting  :  indeed,  I  am  convinced  it  is 
wholly  unnecesHHry,  from  the  strict  attention 
you  have  paid  to  the  Inquiry.  The  accui>ation 
against  me  is  of  a  most  serious  nature ;  and  I 
beg  leave  to  ask  every  gentleman  of  this  ho- 
nourable Court,  whether  it  has  not  been  brought 
forward  under  most  singular  circumstances.  It 
i«  suggested  by  a  person  1  have  never  seen  in 
njy  life,  but  whose  character  will  not  hear  in- 
vestigRtion.  I  need  not  remind  you,  that  the 
character  of  an  acciiser*ouoht  always  to  be  most 
scrupulooslv  attended  to.  When  I  speak  of  the 
accuser,  of  course  I  do  not  mean  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  AdmTalty,  for  whom  I 
must  ever  hnve  the  highest  respect,  but  by  my 
accuser,  I  mean  Thomas,  who  is  n»t  here  to  be 
confronted  by  me,  and  whose  charge  is  couched 
in  a  bitterness  of  ipirit  which  brings  down  sus- 
picion upon  it.  It  also  contains  a  foul  and 
false  assertion,  as  I  trust  will  manifestly  appear 
in  the  result  of  this  Inquiry  ;  a  charge  which 
has  occasioned  aggravated  nnd  unfounded  ru- 
mours and  conjcctif-es  atrninst  my  character. 
With  regard  to  the  f^ict  of  landing  Robert  Jef- 
fery, I  have  never  denied  it ;  1  have  admitted  it 
in  my  letter  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  I  was  equally  ready  to  admit  it 
yesterday,  in  order  ti>  save  the  time  of  this  ho- 
nourable Court ;  but  I  do  from  my  heart  deny 
the  motives  imputed  to  me.     I  solemnly  de- 


dare,  I  never  intended  to  put  Robert  Jeffery 
in  any  jeopardy  by  landing  him.  It  appeart 
that  his  character  was  bad  ;  his  propensity  to 
disobedience  and  dishonesty  was  such,  as  to 
lead  me  and  others  to  believe,  that  punishmeot 
would  only  harden  his  heart,  and  confirm  him 
in  his  bad  practices.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
recollect  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Spencer,  the  chiaf 
witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  on  this 
point;  he  himself  advised  me  to  get  the  maa 
out  of  the  ship ;  and  I  declare,  that  by  landing 
him,  I  thought  he  would  be  made  more  sensible 
of  his  want  of  conduct,  and  reform  in  future.  I 
was  persuaded,  at  the  time,  that  the  island  wat 
inhabited  ;  in  addition  to  which,  I  cannot  bu( 
suppose  it  within  your  knowledge,  tliat  the 
island  is  not  out  of  the  reach  of  human  assist* 
ance.  I  need  not  state  that  it  is  within  the 
track  of  vessels  on  particular  destinations,  aud 
which  frequently  pass  within  sail  uf  the  island. 
Jeffery  fuund  this  to  b^  the  case,  and  there  it 
no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  he  was  taken  oflf  the 
island  ;  for  it  appears,  that  on  a  search  being 
made  there  afterwards  for  him,  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses states  expressly,  toat  not  a  trace  of  him 
wos  to  be  found,  which  i  cannot  conceive  could 
have  been  the  case  if  he  had  perished  there,  as 
is  most  unwarrantably  asserted  by  Thomas. 
Gentlemen,  I  have  no  doubt  he  was  conveyed 
to  America  in  perfect  safety.  I  myself  verily 
believe  lie  is  in  England  at  this  hioment,  eon- 
si>;iied  (as  it  were)  to  the  merchants,  out  of 
whose  service  I  pressed  him,  and  who,  perhaps^ 
are  keeping  him  concealed  till  the  event  of  tnis 
Court  Martial  is  known,  and  then  he  may  be 
let  loose  upon  me,  to  seek  a  compensation  in 
damages,  by  an  action  at  law;  the  place  of  his 
concealment,  however,  has  hitherto  eluded  the 
diif<;ence  of  my  agents.  I  do  not  expect  or  de* 
sire  any  statement  to  be  taken  on  my  own  as* 
sertion,  but  I  stand  here  on  my  defence  under 
considerable  disadvantages,  with  several  wit-~ 
nesses,  whom  I  consider  material  on  my  behalf^ 
now  abroad,  snob  as  Lieut.  Mould,  Mr.  Salmon 
the  Midshipman,  Mr.  Boyce  the  Gunner,  and 
others ;  among  whom  I  may  mention  the  Hon. 
Capt.  Crofcon.  I  am  not,  however,  left  destb- 
tute  of  evidence,  for  a  most  important  ducv^ 
ment  is  now  before  ycu ;  I  mean  the  official 
report  made  by  Sir  A.  Cochrane  to  the  Lorde 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  on  this  subr 
ject,  and  hy  them  transmitted  to  the  Judge 
Advocate,  read  by  him  to  this  Honourable 
Court,  and  now  lying  on  the  table.  Be  pleased 
to  consider  attentively  the  statement  made  hj 
this  of&cial  communication;  contrast  it  with 
the  Letter  of  Thomas,  who  is  my  iuviticible^  • 
accuser,  and  then  decide  whether  be  was  war*' 
ranted  in  asserting,  that  Robert  Jeffery  had  pe^ 
rished  through  the  inhumanity  of  one  whom  he 
has  thought  proper  to  descnbe  as  a  "  titled 
"  murderer.''  Gentlemen,  I  have  stated, 
that  I  admit  the  fact  of  landing  the  man,  but 
I  deny  the  motives  and  consequences  al- 
ledged against  me,  and  found  this  denial  as 
well  on  his  character,  as  on  ray  own  belief  re- 
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tpectitig  the  state  of  Uie  island.  1  'was  in* 
formed  afterwards,  on  my  arrival  nt  Barhadoes, 
that  1  was  mistidLeii  on  this  Bubjeiat^  whiiii  1 
must  ever  deplore;  it  cannot,  howtrer,  be  de- 
nied, that  this  island  is  within  the  observation 
of  passing  vesseb.  For  this  Ikct  I  beg  to  advert 
to  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  ; 
and  also  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Letter  from 
Sir  A.  Cochrane.  I  must  again  deny  that  any 
fatal  c(insequence>  befel  this  man ;  as  to  this 
pohit,  I  might  safely  rest  on  the  presumption  of 
law,  in  favour  of  the  man's  existence,  unless  his 
death  he  proved  :  as  to  this,  I  ai;a'fn  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  the  evidence  before  you,  and  once 
more  drai%  your  attention  to  Sir  A.  Cochni<te*s 
Letter,  wbtreby  he  ex^iresses  himself  fully 'sa- 
tisfied as  to  the  man's  safety.  Gentlemen,  it 
appears,  that  my  Commander  in  Chief,  Sir  A. 
Cochrane,  took  this  affair  under  his  enquiry, 
with  everv  means  of  information  afforded  to 
him;  and  the  result  of  bis  mature  and  unbiaiied 
judgment  was,  that  the  case  did  not  require 
him  to  try  me  by  a  Court  Martial^  but  be  did, 
agreeably  to  the  feelings  of  his  hontHirnble  cha- 
racter, enquire  into,  adjudge,  and  punish  me  on 
the  occasion,  fori  was  seriously  admonished  by 
bim,  as  he  sutes  in  his  Letter ;  and  what  but 
punishment  can  that  be  to  a  feeling,  raaoly,  and 
honourable  mind ;  1  did  therefore  -hope,  tl»at 
this  unfortunate  e^'ent  had  been  somciently 
visited,  and  that  the  present  Court  Martial 
might  have  been  deemed  mnecsnary ;  \hA  I 
do  not  mean  this  as  the  language  of  cKMspbniit ; 
I  bow  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Lofds 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  wbo  lutvc 
thought  it  proper  to  put  tbit  matter  into  a  trahi 
of  further  investigation ;  and  some  ciivuni- 
stances  of  my  case  must  make  it  apparent,  that 
I  had  no  wiAi  to  impede  or  protract  the  en- 
quiry. I  cannot  be  prevalM  upon  to  apeak 
of  myself,  but  it  is  possible  that  yon  may  know, 
that  an  early  t^timony  was  bestowed  upon  me 
(£  hope  not  undeservedly)  fur  having  done  that, 
whicii  1  admit  was  nothing  more  than  my  daty, 
and  whidi  I  do  not  pretend  was  woitfay  of  no- 
tice. Tliis,  however,  is  a  subject  whicli  it  does 
not  become  any  man  to  dwell  upon,  and  I  hope 
to  he  excused  for  even  alluding  to  it;  buC,Gm- 
ttemen,  wlien  I  am  presented  to  your  notice 
cruel  and  oppressive,  am  I  not  vindicated  from 
the  charge  by  the  evidence;  Mr.  Hobson  in 
particular  I  consider  as  saying  expressly,on  his 
ioleotn  oath,  that  he  does  not  believe,  me  capa- 
ble of  such  acts ;  for  he  states,  th^t  he  is  most 
certain,  timt  I  would  not  have  ordered  Robert 
Jeffpry  to  be  landed,  had  I  known,  believed^  "or 
even  Supposed,  that  the  island  was  not  inhabit- 
ed. In  addition  to  this,  I  might  (if  I  could  be 
permitted  so  to  do)  adduce  the  unsolicited  and 
unexpected  evidence  of  a  most  handsome  Let- 
ter from  the  Otficers  of  my  own  ship.  I  must 
ever  feel  obliged  to  tho«e  gentlemen  ff)r  ad- 
dressing it  me,  whether  I  am  allowed  to  lay  it 
before  this  Honourable  Court  or  not.  I  rely 
implicitly  on  your  good  sense,  experience,  and 


honour,  and  I  look  forward  to  be  speedily  re- 
lieved by  your  Sentence,  from  the  dark  and 
horrible  insinuatioas  which  have  gone  ferth,  and 
deeply  wounded- my  peace  of  mind,  and  affected 
my  character  as  a  Capuin  of  a  British  man-of- 
war.  I  apologice  for  occupying  so  much  of 
your  time,  acknowledging  the  attention  and  in^ 
terest  you  have  manif^ted  on  this  occasion, 
and  confidently  expecting  a  fisvourable  result 
fnm  your  feelings  of  justice  and  honouTy  actu- 
ated by  the  Evidence  which  hat  been  adduced 
before  you ;  and  whtoh,  I  nmcit  subnut,  does  in 
no  rc«pect  aubstaotiate  the  very  extraordiaary 
accusation  that  has  been  preferred  against  me* 
-^Dated  dth  Febrtiary^  laiO^W.  LAKE. 

SENTENCE. 
Pursuant  to  an  Order  from  the  Ritht  Hon. 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
dated 'the  3d  of  Feb.  instaut,  and  directed  tio 
the  President,  setting  forth  that  a  Letter  had 
been  addressed  to  tl^ir  Lordships  by  the*  Rt. 
Hon.  Charles  Bathurst,  enclosing  a  Letter  to 
him  from  Mr.  Charles  Morgan  Thomas,  dated 
His  Mi^esty's  Ship  Neptune,  Fort  Roj^at  Bay, 
Martinique,  tbe  24th  of  March  1Q09 ;  in  which 
it  is  stated,  that  the  Hon.  Warwick  Lake, 
when  commander  of  His  Majesiy^s  Sloop  the 
Hecmit,  did,  on  the  13th  Dec.  1807,  caase  a 
seaman  of  the  name  of  Robert  Jefiery,  to  be 
landed  on  the  desf^rt  island  of  .^mbrero  $  and 
that  their  Lordships,  in  consequence  of  tha 
said  Letters,  directed,  by  their  Secretary's  Let* 
tar  of  the  6th  Dec.  1809,  Admiral  ^r  Ro^er 
Curtis,  Bart,  to  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  oMMle 
into  the  circumstances  above  meptioned  on 
boafd  His  Mnjesty's  said  sloop  Recrnit.  AxNl 
tliat  the  Aifaniral  liad  transmitted  to  their  Lord* 
ships,  in  his  Letter  to  their  Secretary  of  the 
0th  Dec*  1809,  a  Report,  dated  the  ^ay  pre* 
ceding,  which  he  had  received  from  the  ijm^ 
tain's  of  His  Majesty's  Ships,  Caledonia^ 
Monarch,  and  Bellona,  by  which  it  appaara^ 
on  examining  the  log  of  the  Recruit,  that  Rubert 
Je6fery,  seaman  of  the  said  sloon,  was  landed 
on  the  island  of  ScMnbrero  on  the  13th  Dec 
1807,  at.  6  p.  M.  The  Court  proceeded  to  in* 
quire  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  Hon.  War* 
wick  Lake,  a?  commander  of  His  M^esty'a 
said  sloop  Recruit,  upon  the  occasion  above 
mentioned,  and  to  try,  him  for  having  ordered 
and  cauied  the  said  Riobert  Je£F^ry  to  be  landed 
on  the  said  island  of  Sombrero  on  the  13th 
Dec.  1807  at  6  p.  u.  And  having  heard  the 
Evidence  produced  in  support  of  the  duum, 
and  by  the  said  Hon.  Warwick  Lake,  in  hit 
Defence,  and  what  he  had  to-aHege  in  support 
thereof;  and  having  maturely  and  deliberate!  j 
weighed  and  considered  the  whole, — the  Court 
is  of  opinion,  That  the  Charge  has  been  proved 
against  the  said  Hon.  Warwick  La^e,  and  doth 
adjudge  him  to  be  dismissed  &om  His  Mi^esty'a 
service;  and  the  said  Hon.  Warwick  Lake  t» 
hereby  dismissed  from  His  Majesty's  service 
accordingly. 


LONDON  :-*Pruited  by  T.  C.  HANSARD,  FaMKiroagb  -  Court,  Fleet  -  Street : 
Publtobed  by  R.  BAGSHAW,  Brydges-Stieet,  Ctovent  -  Ganfen :— Sold  also  by  J.  BUDD,  ^>att.MalU 


Digitized  by  VjOC 


COBBETTS  WEEKLY  POLITICAL  REGISTER. 


Vol.  XVU.  No.  12.]        LONTbON.  SATURDAY.  MARCH  94,  1810.      f^rire  is. 


'*  No  Freeman  shall  be  taken,  or  IMPRISONED,  or  be  disseised  of  his  Frreh6ltl,  or  Liberties,  or 
**  Free  Cu<tnraSy  or  be  out  tawed,  or  exiled,  or  any  otkenrise  destroyed ;  uor  will  we  not  pass  upon  h'\tn, 
*'  nor  condefUD  him,  but  by  lawful  Jftdgmcnt  of  his  Peers,  or  by  the  Law  of  the  Land.     We  will  sell  to 

**  no   roan,  we  will   not  deny  or  defer  to  any  man,  either  Justice  or  llight," Magna  Cuarta  : 

Chapter  XXXIX. 

*'  PERSONAL  LIBERTY  is  a  natural  inherent  right,  which  cannot  be  surrend<»red,  or  forfeited, 
*'  ttnless  by  the  commission  of  some  great  and  atrocious  crime,  and  which  6ught  not  to  be  abrklg^d,  in 
**  any  case,  without  the  special  permission  t)f  law.  A  doctrine  coeval  with  the  first  rudiment<;  of  the 
."  Engbih  Constitotion.  and  handed  down  to  us  from  our  Saxon  ancestors,  notwithstanding  all  their 
**  struggles  with  the  Danes,  and  the  violence  of  the  Norman  Conquest :  asserted  afterwards,  and  con- 
"  firmed  by  the  Conqueror  himself  and  his  descendants  :'  and,  though  somctim^  a  little  impaired  by 
**  the  ferocity  of  the  times,  and  the  occasional  despoti'mi  of  jealous  and  usurping  pnnces,  yet  established 
**  on  the  firmest  basis  by  the  provisions  of  Magna  Chartia,  and  a  long  succession  of  statutes  enacted 
*'  Q&der  Edward  III.  To  assert  an  absolute  axemption  from  ionpnsonmeot  in  all  case«),  is  inconsistent 
**  with  every  idea  of  law  and  political  society,  and,  in  the  end,  would  destroy  all  civil  liberty,  by  ren- 
*'  derJQg  its  protection  impossible :  but  the  glory  of  the  English  Law  consists  in  CLEARLY  DEFINING 
"  the  imes,  the  causex,  and  the  exteniy  when,  wherefore,  aiid  to  voUal  degree,  the  imprisonment  of  the 
**  subject  may  be  lawful." Blackstone's  Commentaries.    Book  III.  Cbap.  8. 
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POWER  OF  IMPRISONMENT, 

BY   THE 

;•'  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

IK  my  last  Number,  I  intimated  mj 
TMoluticn  to  resume  the  discussion  of  this 
qnotttion  without  delay ;  but,  happily 
w  the  public  cause,  I  am  enabled  to 
effect  my  mended  purpose  much  more 
eftctually  by  publishing,  by  sending^  at 
oiice>  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  t4ie 
other,  the  whole  of  the.  Argument  of  Sir 
Francis  Bdrdett,  in  the  House  of  CJom- 
QionSj' on  the  12th  instant^  together  with 
9X1  hUroducUny  Address  to  his  Constituents. 
— *-Beader,  look  at  tJic  Motto.  There 
you  see  a  description  of  the  English  law 
m  this  respect  Is  this  a  mere  parcel  of 
words,  then  ?  Is  it  a  deception  ;  a  fraud ; 
at  farce ;  a  humbug ;  a  mere  whim  ;  a 
dreamy  or  is  it  a  reality?  Was  Black- 
tttimt    hoaxing  the  world  ;    or,  did    he 

really  mean  what  he  said  ? ^Till  this 

point  be  settled,  all  other  questions  are  of 
utile  importance.  Blackstone  speaks  ot 
^e  power  of  i$Kpnson:iBnaU  at  pitasurt  as 
beipg  the  worst  of  kll  the  attributes  of 
tyranny.  *'  Of  great  importance  to  the 
.^public,"  says  he, ''is  the  preservation 
<'  of  this  PERSONAL  LIBERTY :  for, 
«*  if  once  it  were  left  to  the  power  of  any, 
f '  the  highest,  magistrate^  to  infrkon  or- 


. [41» 

"  hitrariltf  'fi)1tenever  he  or  his  officers  tkoug/u 
"proper,  tlure  would  soon  be  an  end  of 
"  all  other  rights  and  immunities.  Some 
"  have  tliougiit  that  unjust  attacks  even 
"upon  life  or  properly,  at  the  arbitrary 
''will  of  the  magistrate,  are  less  dar^^crons- 
"  to  the  C«.  :mon-wealth,  than  such  as  are 
*'  m^e  upon  the  personal  liberty  of  the 
"  subject.  To  bereave  a  mnn  oV  life,  or, 
"  by  violence,  to  confiscate  his  estate, 
*'  without  accusatioH  cr  trial,,  would  be  so 
"  gross  and  notorious  an  act  of  despotism, 
"  as  m.ust  at  ouce,  convey  the  alarm  of 
"  tyranny  throughout  the  whole  king- 
"  dom :  but  confinement  of  the  person  by 
"  secretly  hurri^in^  kim  to  jail,  where  his 
"  sufieriugs  are  unknown  or  forgotten,  is  a 
''  less  public,  a  less  striking,  and  therefore, 
"  a  more  dangerous  engine  qf  arbitrary  go^ 

"  tfemmeru,'* Just  so  now  ;    for,  who 

does  not  perceive,  that,  if  such  a.  man  as 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  bad  not  been  found  to 
espouse  the  cause  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  tjie 
latter  would  have  been  very  soon  for- 
gotten by  the  public;  while  his  fate 
would  have  operated  as  a  terrific  lessoa 
to  all  those.  Who  know  him,  and  particu- 
larly all  those  who  have  any  thing  to  do 

with    the    Press.- This    Privilege    of 

the  House  of  Commons  is  now  discussed 
for  the  first  time.  It  was  one  of  the  engines 
by  which  the  kingly  government  itself 
was  overturned,  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
LoKD  CLiUSNDQic^  ioliii  History  of  the 
O 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


419] 


POLITICAL  KEGlSmL—Xr  FrmeU  turdeU 


CttO 


Hcbellion>  Book  IV.  sp«aks  of  it  thus. 

'*  It  is  not  to  be  belieTed  how  many 
"  sober,  well-minded  men,  who  were  real 
"  lovers  of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and 
"  had  a  fall  submission  and  reverence  to 
''  the  known  laws,  were  imposed  open, 
"  and  had  their  understandings  confound- 
•'  cd,  and  so  their  wills  perverted,  by 
"  the  mere  mention  of  privilege  qf  Parlia-^ 
"  ment ;  which,  instead  of  the  plain  and 
"  intelligible  notion  of  it,  was  by  the 
"  dexterity  of  those  boutefeus,  and  their 
"  under  agcnis  qf  t!te  I^aw,  and  the  su- 
**  pine  sottishness  of  the  people,  rendered 
*'  such  a  myslery,  as  could  be  only  explain-, 
"  ed  by  themselves,  and  extended  as  far 
**  as  they  found  necessary  for  their  occa- 
"  sions^  and  was  io  be  acknowledged  a  good 
*'  reason  for  any  iking  tket  no  otker  reason 
•'  cotdd  be  given  for*  *  We  are,  say  they, 
"  '  and  have  been  always  confessed,  the 
*' '  only  judges  of  our  own  privileges; 
"  *  and  therefore  whatsoever  we  declare 
«"  to  be  our  privilege,  is  such :  otherwise 
"  '  whosoever  determints  that  it  is  not  so, 
*' '  makes  himself  judffe  of  that,  whereof 
*' '  the  cognisance  only  belongs  to  Us.' 
**  And  this  sophistical  riddle  perplexed 
*'  many,  who,  notwithstanding  the  despe- 
**  rate  consequence  th«y  saw  must  result 
**  from  such  logic,  taking  the  first  propo- 
"  sition  for  true,  whicn,  being  rightly 
*'  understood,  is  so,  have  not  been  able  to 
''  wind  themselves  out  of  the  labyrinth 
'*  of  the  conclusion  :  I  say  the  proposition 
"  rightly  understood:  ih^y  are  the  only 
"  judges  of  their  own  privileges,  that  is, 
'*  upon  the  breach  of  those  privileges, 
*'  U'kich  ike  law  katk  declared  to  be  tkeir  own, 
*'  and  what  punishment  is  to  be  inflicted 
«'  upon  such  breach. .  But  there  can  be 
"  Tio  privilege,  qf  whick  the  low  doth  not 
*'  take  notice,  and  which  is  not  pleadable  by, 

"  and  at  law.'' Again :  "  And  indeed 

'  ••  these  two,  of  freedom  from  arrests  for 
"  their  persons  (which  originally  hath  not 
**  been  of  that  latitude  to  make  a  Parlia- 
'*  ment  a  sanctuary  for  bankrupts,  where 
"  any  person  outlawed  hath  been  declared 
"  incapable  of  being  returned  thither  a 
.  *'  member)  and  of  liberty  of  speech,  were 
*'  accounted  their  chiefest  privileges  of 
"Parliament:  For  their  other,  of  access 
"  to  the  king,  and  correspondence  by  con- 
•*  ference  with  the  Lords,  are  rather  of 
"  the  essence  of  their  Councils,  than  pri- 
♦»  vileges  belonging  to  them.  But  that 
"  their  being  judges  gf  their  privileges 

^  should  <l»^*2&-.^*^  *^  ^"^  ^^^  Prvsi* 
i«^^/>r>C^^'^^i^^  should 
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*'  create  them  such,  as  it  was  a  doctrbe 
**  never  before  now  heard  of,  so  it  could 
'*  not  but  produce  all  those  monstrous  ef» 
«'fects  we  have  seen;  when  they  have 
*•  assumed  to  swallow  ail  the  rigfau  and 
**  prerogatives  of  the  Crewn,  the  liberties 
**  and  lands  of  the  Church,  the  power  and 
"jurisdiction  of  the  Peers,  in  a  word,  the 
"  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liberties  of  Eng- 
*'  land,  m  the  bottomless  and  UisatitAlcgutok 
*'  qf  their  own  prvnl^es.  And  no  douDt 
"  these  invasions,  on  pretence  of  privi- 
*'  lege,  will  hereafter  be  judged  to  have 
"  been  the  most  unparalleled,  and  capital 
'*  breach  of  l^ose  privileges,  that  had  ever 

•'  yet  been  attempted.   -Here  is  the 

true  doctrine  of  Parliamentary  Privilege ; 
and,  according  to  this  doctrine,  there  is 
no  privilege,  possessed  by  the  H^ise  of 
Commons,  winch  THE  LAW  hath  not  de- 
clared to  be  a  prixnkge.  This  is  very  rea- 
sonable. We  are  not,  and  need  not  be, 
afraid  of  any  Privilege,  which  tkc  law  has 
created ;  because,  in  such  case,  the  naime 
and  extent  of  the  Privilege  is  defined;  there 
is  a  bomdary  to  it.  But,  what  do  any  of 
us  know,  or  can  any  of  us  know,  of  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  those  Privileges,  which 
the  House  itself  is  to  create,  and  to  inter- 
pret according  to  their  pleasure? 1 

will  not  longer  detain  the  reader  fram  the 
Article  which  follows,  and  which  I  regard 
as  being  of  far  greater  public  hnportan^, 
than  any  that  I  ever  before  puntished.:— 
I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  atdding, 
that,  if  any  one  should  be  inclined  to  dn- 
tfwer,  through  this  same  channel,  argu- 
ments that  have,  as  yet,  received  no  an* 
itotfr,'! shall  be,  at  aJltimes, ready  to  pnb- 
lish  what  they  may  send  me,  with  this 
sole  condition,  that  they  put  thcirnambs 
to  what  they  send  to  me  for  publication. 
I  am,  however,  thoroughly  convinced, 
that  there  is  no  Lawyer  in  England,  who 
will  put  his  name  to  an  opinion,  that 
there  exists  in  England  any  man,  or  body 
of  men,  who  have  a  right  to  cause  to  be 
seized  and  imprisoned  apy  man,  without 
trial,  or  without  oath  made  against  him, 
and  to  keep  him  in  prison  during  iIm 
pleasure  of  the  peri^on,  or  persons,  wlio 
have  committed  him;  and,  I  am  «lso 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  neither  the 
I-K)rd  Chief  Justice  nor  any  one  of  the 
Twelve  Judges,  would  refuse  to  release 
Mr.  Jones,  if  he  were  now  brought  be* 
fore  him  upon  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 
W-.  COBBETT. 
London,  Q%d  March,  JSIO. 
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SIR  FRANCIS  BURDETT 
HIS  CONSTITUENTS; 

D&NTING  THE  POWER  OF  THE 
BOUSE  OF  COMMONS  TO  IM- 
1?EIS0N  THE  JPEOPLE  OF  ENG- 
LAND*   , 

Gentlemen  : 

The  House  of  Commons  having  passed 
a  Vote,  which  amounts  to  a  declaration, 
tbatanOrder  of  theirs  is  to  be  of  more 
weight  than  Magna  Charta  and  the  Laws 
of  Uie  Land,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay 
nay  sentiments  thereon  before  my  Con- 
stituents, wbose  character  as  free -men, 
and  even  whose  personal  safety,  depend, 
in  so  great  a  degree,  upon  the  decision 

of  this  question a  question  of  no  less 

importance  than  this:  Whether  our  li- 
berty be  still  to  be  secured  by  the  laws  of 
our  forefathers^  or  be  to  lay  at  the  abso- 
lute mercy  of  a  part  of  our  fellow-sub- 
jects," collected  together^  by  means  which 
it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  describe. 

In  order  to  give  to  this  subject  all  the 
attention  to  which  it  is  entitled ;  and  to 
avoid  the  danger,  to  be  apprehended  from 
partial  views  and  personal  feeling,  it  will 
*be  advisable  to  argue  the  question  on 
its  own  merits,  pnttinsr  the  individual 
(however  we  may  deplore  his  present 
snfierings)  out  of  view ;  though,  at  the 
same  time,  every  man  oagbt  to  consider 
the  case  his  own;  because,  shooM  the 
principle,  upon  which  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  House  of  Commons  have  thought 
proper  to  act  in  this  instance,  be  once 
adutttted,  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to 
conjecture  how  soon  he  himself  mav  be 
sommoned  from  his  dwelling,  and  be  hur- 
ried^ without  trial,  and  without  oath 
made  against  him,  from  the  bosom  of  his 
fiunily  mto  the  clutches  of  a  jailor.  It  is, 
tberetore,  now  the  time  to  resist  the  doc-' 
trine,  npon  which  Mr.  Jones  has'  been 
aeC  to  Newgate ;  or,  it  is  high  time'  to 
cease  all  pretensions  to  those  Liberties, 
which  were  acquired  by  our  forefathers, 
after  so  many  stmgglei  and  ao  many  sa- 
cfificet. 

♦  For  the  convenience  t&f  those  who 
'  may^DOt  take  the  Begisttr,  this  Address 
w'di  be  published  on  Monday  in  the  shape 
«f  a  Pamphlet. 


Either  the  House  of  Coqi'moQS  is  au- 
thorized to  dispense  with  the  Laws  of 
the  Land ;  or  it  is  not.  If  the  Constitu- 
tion be  of  so  delicate  a  texture,  so  weak  ^ 
frame,  so  fragile  a  substance,  that  -it  is  to 
be  only  spoken  of  in  terms  of  admiration, 
and  to  be  viewed  merely  as  a  piece  of  cu- 
rious but  unprofitable  workmanship ;  {f 
Magna  Charta  and  all  the  wholesome  Laws 
of  Sigland  be  a  dead-letter  :  in  that  case, 
the  affirmative  of  the  proposition  may  be 
admitted;  but,  if  the  Constitution  lives, 
and  is  applicable  to  its  ends;  namely, 
the  happiness  of  the  community,  the  per- 
fect security  of  the  life,  liberty,  and  pro- 
perty of  each  member  and  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  society  ;  then  the  affirmative 
of  (he  proposition  can  never  be  admitted  ; 
then  must  we  be  free-men;  for  we  need 
no  better  seouVity,  no  more  powerful  pro- 
tection for  our  Uights  and  Liberties,  tthan 
the  Laws  and  Constitution.  We  seek  for, 
and  we  need  seek  for,  nothing  new ;  we  ask 
for  no  more  than  what  our  forefathers  in- 
sisted upon  as  their  own ;  we  ask  for  no 
more  than  what  they  bequeathed  unto  us ; 
we  ask  for  no  more  than  what  they,  in  the 
Testament  which  some  of  them  had  sealed, 
and,  which  the  rest  of  them  were  ready  to 
seal,  with  their  blood,  expressly  declared  to 
be  "  the  Birth*rigki  of  tht  People  of  Eng- 
land ;''  namely,  **  tmr  laws  of  England.^' 
To  these  Laws  we  have  a  right  to  look,  with 
confidence,  for  security ;  to  these  laws  the 
individual  now  imprisoned  has,  through 
me,  applied  for  redress  in  vain.  Those^ 
who  have  imprisoned  him,  have  refused 
to  listen  to  my  voice,^  weakly  expressing 
the  strong  principles  of  the  Law,  tha 
undeniable  claimh  of  this  Englishman's 
"  Btrtlnright/*  Your  voice  may  come 
with  mort  force ;  may  command  greater 
respect;  vad,  I  am'oot  without  hope, 
that  it  may  prove  irresistible,  if  it  pror 
claim  to  this  neuse  of  Comolohs,  in  the 
same  tone  as  the  tongues  of  our  ancestors 
proclaimed  to  the  k'mgs  of  old,  '^Noiy* 
'' Mus  Licks  Akclia  Mutari;"  or,  in 
our  own  more  clear  and  not  less  fbrcibk 
language;  *'  Thb  Laws  or  Enclamb  saxix 
'*  KOT  ai  chanobo." 

The  Principle,  F^Uow-Citisens,  for 
which  we  are  now  contending,  is  the  same 
principle,  for  which  the  people  of  Eng- 
land nave  contended  from  the  earliest 
ages,  and  their  glorious  success  in  which 
contests  are  now  upon  record  in  the  Great 
Charter  of  our  Rights  and  liberties,  and  in 
divers  other  subsequent  Statutes  of  scarcely 
less  importance.    It  was  this  same  great 
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Principle,  which  was  again  attacked  liy 
Charles  the  First,  in  the  measure  of  Ship 
Money,  when  again  the  People  of  Eng- 
land and  an  uncorrupted  House  of  Com- 
mons renewed  the  contest ;  a  contest  which 
ended  in  the  Imprisonment,  the  Trials  the 
Condemnation,  and  the  Execution  of  that 
ilUadvised  King.  The  self  same  Princi- 
ple it  was,  that  was  so  daringly  violated  by 
his  son  James  the  Second ;  for  which  vio- 
lation he  was  compelled  to  flee  from  the 
just  indignation  of  the  People,  who  not  only 
stript  him  of  his  Crown,  but  who  prevent- 
ed that  Crown  from  descending  to  his  fa- 
mily. In  all  these  contests,  the  courage, 
perseverance,  and  fortitude  of  our  ances- 
tors, conspicuous  as  they  were,  were  not 
more  so  than  their  wisdom ;  for,  talk  as 
long  as  we  will  about  Rights,  Liberties, 
iFranchises,  Privileges  ani  Immunities,  of 
what  avail  are  any,  or  all  of  these  together, 
if  our  persons  can,  at  the  sole  will  and  com- 
mand of  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  be  seized 
on,  thrown  into  prison,  and  there  kept 
during  the  pleasure  of  that  man  or  set  of 
men  ?  If  every  one  of  you,  be  liable,  at 
any  time,  to  be  sent  to  jail  without  trial, 
and  without  oath  made  against  you,  and 
there  to  be  detained  as  long  as  it  pleases 
the  parties  sending  you  there  (perhaps 
•  to  the  end  of  your  life),  without  any  Court 
to  appeal  to,  without  any  means  of  re- 
dress :  if  this  be  the  case,  shall  we  still 
boast  of  the  Laws  and  of  the  Liberties  of 
England  ?  Volumes  have  been  written  by 
Foreigners  as  well  as  by  our  own  country- 
men in  praiscof  that  part  of  our  Law,  which, 
in  so  admirable  a  manner,,  provided  for  our 
personal  safeiyr  afl;ainst  any  attacks  of  men 
m  power.  This  has,  indeed,  been,  in  all 
ages,  the  pride  of  our  country;  and  it  is 
the  maintenance  of  this  principle  which 
epabled  us  to  escape  that  bondage,  in 
which  all  the  States  and  Kingdoms  in 
Europe  were  enthralled  by  abandoning 
and  yielding  it  up ;  and,  we  may  be  as- 
sured, that  if  we  now  abandon  it,  the 
bright  days  of  England's  glory  will  set  in 
the  night  of  her  disgrace* 

But,  I  would  fain  Deliere  that  such  is  not 
to  be  our  fate.  Our  Pore-fathers  made  stem 

Srim-visaged  Prerogative  hide  his  head : 
\ey  broke  in  pieces  his  sharp  and  massy 
sword.  And,  shall  we,  their  Sons,  he 
afraid  to  enter  the  lists  with  undefined 
Privilege,  assuming  the  powers  of  Pre- 
rogative ? 

I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  there  is 
not  much  danger  of  this  power  being  vay 
fitqutntly  exercised.    The  same  apology 


may  be  made  for  the  exercia^  of  any 
power,  whatever.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commona 
will  send  any  of  you  to  jail,  when  you  do 
not  displease  them.  Mr.  Yorke  did  not 
move  for  the  sending  of  Mr.  Jones  to  jail, 
until  M^.  Jones  displeased  him :  but,  it 
is  not  a  very  gr^at  compliment  to  pay  to 
any  Constitution,  to  say,  that  it  does  not 
permit  a  man  to  be  imprisoned,  unless  he 
has  done  something  to  displease  persons 
in  power.  It  would  be  difficult,  I  should 
suppose,  to  find  any  man  upon  earth, 
however  despotic  his  disposition,  who 
would  notrbe  contented  with  the  power  of 
sending  to  prison,  during  his  pleasure, 
every  one  who  should  dare  to  do  any- 
thing to  displease  him.  Besides,  when  I 
am  told,  that  there  is  little  danger  that  the 
Gentlemen  in  the  House  of  Commons  will 
qftcn  exercise  this  power,  I  cannot  help 
observing,  that,  though  the  examples  may 
be  few,  their  effect  wnl,  naturally,  be  great 
and  general.  At  this  moment,  it  is  true, 
we  see  but  one  roan  actually  in  jail  for 
having  displeased  those  Gentlemen  ;  but, 
the  fate  of  this  one  man  (as  is  the  effect  of 
all  punishments)  will  deter  others  from 
expressing  their  opinions  of  the  conduct 
of  those  who  have  had  the  power  to 
punish  him.  And,  moreover,  it  is  in 
the  nature  of  all  power,  and  especially  of 
assumed  and  undefined  power,  to  increase 
as  it  advances  in  age ;  and,  as  Magna 
Charta  and  the  Law  of  the  Land  have  not 
been  sufficient  to  protect  Mr.  Jones  ;  as 
we  have  seen  him  sent  to  jail  for  having 
described  the  conduct  of  one  of  the  mem* 
hers  as  an  outrage  vpon  pubjk  fidmg,  what 
security  have  we,  unless  this  power  of  Im- 
prisonment be  given  up,  that  we  shall  not 
see  other  men  sent  to  jail  for  statinj^  their 
opinion  respecting  Rotten  Boroughs,  re* 
specting  Placemen  and  Pensioners  sitting 
in  the  House ;  or,  in  short,  for  making 
any  declaration,  giving  any  opinion, 
stating  any  fact,  betraying  any  feeling, 
whether  by  writing,  byword  of  mouth,  or 
by  gesture,  which  may  displease  any  of 
the  Gentlemen  assembled  in  St.  Stephen's 
Chapel? 

Then,  again,  as  to  the  kind  of  punish- 
ment ;  why  shoald  they  stop  at  sending 
persons  to  jail  ?  If  the^  can  send  whom 
they  please  to  jail  $  if  they  can  keep 
the  persons,  so  9ent,  in  jail  as  long  as 
tl)ey  please  ;  if  they  can  set  liieirprisonert 
free  at  the  end  of  the  first  hour,  or  keep 
them  confined  for  seven  years:  if,  in 
.  short,  their  absolute  Will  is  to  have  the 
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orce  of  Law>  what  security  can  you  have, 
that  they  will  stop  at  Imprisonment  r  U 
tfccy  have  the  absolute  power  of  imprison* 
ing  and  releasing,  why  may  they  not  send 
their  prisoners  to  York  Jail,  as  well  as  to 
a  jail  in  London  ?  Why  not  confine  men 
in  solitary  cells,  or  load  them  with  chains 
and  bolts?  They  have  not  gone  these 
lengths  yet ;  but,  what  is  there  to  restrain 
them,  if  they  are  to  be  the  sole  judges  of 
the  extent  of  their  own  powers,  and  if 
they  are  to  exerciseHhose  powers  without 
any  controul,  and  without  leaving  the 
parties,  whom  they  choose  to  punish,  any 
mode  of  appeal,  any  means  of  redress  ? 

That  a  Power  such  as  this  should  exist 
in  any  country  it  is  lamentable  to  be  ob- 
liged to  believe ;  but,  that  it  should  be  suf- 
fered to  exist,  and  that  its  existence  should 
be  openly  and  even  boastfully  avowed, 
in  a  country,  whose  chief  glory  has  been 
its  free  constitution  of  government,  is 
•omething  too  monstrous  to  be  believed,  if 
the  proof  were  not  before  our  eyes.  Had 
the  least  doubt  hung  upon  my  mind  of  the 
illegality  of  the  proceedings  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  it  would  have  b^en  altogether 
removed  by  the  answers  given  to  the  re- 
ferences made  by  me  to  the  Great  Lumi- 
naries of  our  Law,  and  to  the  Laws  them- 
aclves.  The  Argument,  by  which  I  en- 
deavoured to  convince  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  their  acts,  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Jones,  were  illegal,  I  shall 
now  lay  before  you,  in  a  more  full  and 
connected  way  than  it  could  possibly  be 
•done  by  the  Parliapnentary  Reporters; 
and,  in  doing  this>  I  shall  do  all  that  now 
remains  in  my  power  towards  the  coirec- 
ition  of  this,  as^  I  deem  it,  most  enormous 
Abuse  of  Power,  and  most  dangerous  of  all 
encroachments  upoR  the  Rights  and  Li- 
berties of  Englishmen. 
I  ^maia.  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient 
humbly  Servant, 
FRAfJCIS  BURDETT. 

PiccadUfy,  March  23,  1810. 


ARGUMENT. 


In  order  to  make  clearly  «iiderstood  the 
Argument  which  is  here  submitted  to  the 
-consideration  of  the  Public,  it  will  be  ne- 
•ceisary,  first,  simply  to  aitate  the  question 
•about  to  be  discussed,  as  it  was  proposed 
.originally  to  the  Hoqsq  of  Commons,  and 
to  endeavour  to  put  out  of  view  altogether, 
as  making  no  {)art  of  the  present  enquiry, 
every  other  Privilege  or  Power  for  which 


the  House  of  Commons  may  contend.  I 
am  th(^  nM)re  anxious  upon  this  point,  oa 
.  account  of  the  difficulty  experienced  dur- 
ing the  discussion  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, of  keeping  separate,  things,  in  their 
nature  totally  dissimilar,  and  quite  dis- 
tinct, but  always  confounded :  namely. 
The  other  Privileges  and  Powers  contended 
for  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that 
which  we  are  now  about  to  discuss;-— 
"  The  Power  exercised  by  the  House  of  Com» 
mont  qf  passing  a  Sentence  of  Imprisonment 
on  any  person  not  being  a  Member  qf  thai 
House*'  It  ^ill  be  necessary  to  keep 
our  minds  constantly  fixed  upon  this  sim- 
ple question  alone,  and  to  apply  to  it,  and 
to  it  only,  all  the  arguments  about  to  be 
adduced  in  the  course  of  this  enquiry. 

Had  I  not  been  prevented  by  indisposi- 
tion from  being  present  when  the  House 
of  Commons  pa^ed  by  vote  a  Sentence 
of  Imprisonment  on  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  I 
should  have  endeavoured  to  shew.  That 
under  the  false  notion  of  Privilege,  they 
were  exercising  a  power,  and  committing 
an  act  of  oppression,  ill  suit<;d  to  the  cha- 
racter of  Guardians  of  Public  Liberty^ 
and  destructive  of  the  fii;st  and  most  im- 
portant object  of  the  Constitution,  viz. 
The  Personal  Security  of  the  Subject. 

Though  I  was  well  aware  of  the  greater 
difHculty  of  persuading  men  to  recall  an 
act  once  committed,  than  to  prevent  its 
commission — it  being  much  more  easy  to 
slide  into  than  to  recover  from  error— :I 
would  not  allow  that  consideration  to  de- 
ter me  from  what  my  duty  called  upon 
me  to  attempt.  To  others  I  shall  alway* 
leave  fanciful  ideas,  suggested  by  wild 
metaphysical  imaginations,  on  the  sup- 
posed nature  of  what  they  may  be  pleased 
to  call  Privilege,  or  any  other  -chimerical, 
undefined  non-descript ;  and,  as  a  plain 
man,  be  <»ntent,  upon  this  as  upon  atl 
other  occasions,  to  be  guided  by  the  old 
Laws  of  the  Land  ;  in  which  alone  I  am 
able  to  find  The  Constitution  of  this 
Country— the  Liberty  which  I  claim  at 
the  inheritance  of  Englishmen — and  that 
Standard  by  which  and  by  which  alon^ 
every  act  and  proceeding  of  any  man  or 
body  of  men  ought  to  be  measured. 

The  Common  Law  of  the  Land  is  the 
inalienable  inheritance  of  the  people.  It 
is,  says  Lord  Coke,  ''  The  Inheritance  of 
''Inheritances:  it  is  the  best  birth-right^ 
"  the  Subject  hath;  for  thereby  his  goods,' 
"lands,  wife,  children,  his  body,  life, 
'^  honour  and  estimation  are  protected 
"  from  injury  and  wrong:    Mt^or  karedi^ 
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of  the  law  to  the  Pfocecdtngf  of  tbit 

Uoase, 

To  bring  this  question  fj^irly  into  dn- 
cussion,  it  will  be  necessary  to  stale  the 
oiigin  and  extent,  from  which  will  appear 


*'  tas  venit  unicuique  nosifwn  a  jure  et  l^^ilms 
"  (jiutm  a  pOTLntibus.  It  is  higliest  above 
''  the  highest :  None  are  above  its  reach, 
^^  nor  any  beneath  its  protection  :  Its  foun- 
"  datioiis  are  laid  broad  and  deep  in  na- 
"  turc  and  reason ;  and  therefore  not  to  be 
"  removed  from  those  foundations  by  any 
^*  power  upon  earth  *."  "  The  Law  of 
"  England,*'  says  the  great  Lawyer  Plow- 
den,  *'  is  no  other  than  pure  and  tried 
*^  reasonf.*'  And,  according  to  Lord  Coke, 
"  the  absolute  perfection  oi'  Reason.  The 
"  ground  whereof  is  beyond  the  memory 
"  or  register  of  any  beginning  %** 

The  question,  then,  for  the  People  to 
consider,  is.  Whether  a  Vote  of  the  House 
of  Commons  can  deprive  them  of  these 
their  imprescriptible  Kights  ? 

Many  are  the  Statutes,  which,  embody- 
ing these  principles  of  the  Common  Law, 
have  declared.  That  no  Order,  Writ  or 
Cbmmahdment  whatsoever,  either  from 
the  King,  or  any  other,  shall  stop  the 
Common  Law  :  That  it  shall  by  no  means 
be  delayed,  being  the  surest  sanctuary  for 
the  innocent,  and  the  strongest  fortress  to 
protect  the  weak.  It  has  dipt  the  wings 
6f  high-flying  prerogative ;  and  will,  I 
trust,  yet  dissolve  the  potent  spell  of  un- 
defined Privilege  of  Parliament :  for,  there 
iare  no  Powers  or  Privileges,  cren  the 
highest,  that  are  not  bounded  by  the 
known  ascertained  Laws  of  the  Land.  If, 
therefore,  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  lay 
claim  to  Privileges  or  Pow6rs,  not  recogni- 
sed by,  but  repugnant  to, those  Laws;  such 
claims  ought  to  be  legally  resisted  by  every 
,  one  who  values  regulated  Liberty,  and 
mbhors  Anarchy  or  Despotism— the  never- 
failing  consequence  of  departing  there- 
from. 

Founded  on  such  a  basis ;  fortified  by 
such  Authorities  as  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  appeal  to  in  the  progress  of  this  enquiry, 
I  have  little  doubt  of  being  able  to  con- 
vince every  impartial  mind,  that  the  House 
of  Commons,  by  proceeding  to  judgment^ 
passing  a  Sentence  of  Imprisonment— and 
issuing  a  Warrant  of  Commitment  has 
gone  beyond  its  prescribed  limits,  acted 
in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  ends  of 
its  institution';  andj  violated  the  funda- 
liiental  principles  of  the  Law  and  Con- 
stitution of  the  Land^  And  this  I  shall 
prove  by  the  application  of  th^  standard 

*  C^ke.  Lit,  Hi.  a.  i  List.  5G,  63. 
.\  Plowden,  iiQ. 
\  Coke,  12  Inst  179.  Coke,  lit  97^ 


the  nature  and  reason,  of  the  Privileges  of 
Members  of  Parliament 

The  first  mention  of  Privilege  of  Par^ 
liament  is  to  be  found  in  SptUraan,  who 
records  a  law  of  king  Canute,  *'  Omnu 
"  homo  eundoad  Gt^Mttan^'dd  redeundod  Ge- 
"  moto  habcat  paccm,"  *'  That  every  one 
going  to,  or  coming  from  the  Wittcna  ge- 
motte,  should  have  protection."  ' 

The  next  notice  of  Privileges  is  to  b« 
found  in  two  Writs  of  Supersedeas  of  Ed- 
ward the  second  to  privilege  members 
fit)m  being  sued  in  any  court,  (sitting  th« 
parliament)  and  which  are  still  extant 

The  extent  of  these  Privileges  cannot  be 
better  set  forth  than  in  the  following 
Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  1st 
of  June  162 1,  supposed  to  have  been  drawn 
up  by  sir  Edward  Coke,  then  a  leading 
member  of  the  House : 

*^  Ordered,  upon  question.  That  if  any 
"  Arrest,  or  any  distress  of  goods,  serving 
*'  any  process;  summomng  his  land,  cita- 
"  tion  or  summoning  his  person,  arresting 
"  his  person,  suing'him  in  any  court,  or 
^  breaking  any  other  privilege  of  this 
**  House,  a  letter  shall  rssue,  under  Mr. 
''Speaker's  hand,  for  the  party's  re- 
"  lief  therein,  as  if  the  parliament  was 
«  sitting;  and  the  party,  refusing  to  ob^ 
**  it,  to  be  censured  at  the  next  Access.*** 

On  the  I8th  of  December  1621,  the 
following  Protestation  concerning  the  Pri- 
vileges of  the  House  of  Commons,  was 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  in 
the  Journal : 

**  The  Commons,  now  assembled  in  par- 
*•  liament  being  justly  occasioned  there- 
*'  unto,  concerning  sundry  Liberties,  Fran- 
"  chises,  Privileges,  and  Jurisdictions  of 
"  Parliament,  amongst  others  not  herein- 
"  mentioned^  do  make  this  Protestation 
"  following? :  That  the  Liberties,  Fran- 
"  phises.  Privileges  and  Jurisdictions  of 
"  Parliament,  are  the  ancient  and  un- 
"  doubted  birthright  and  inheritance  of 
**  the  subjects  of  England ;  and  that  the 
"  arduous  and  urgent  affairs  concerning 
"the  King,  State,  and  the  Defence  of  the 
"  Realm,  and  of  the  Chtircb  of  England, 
'*  and  the  making  and  maintenance  ^ 
*'  laws,  and  redress  of  mischiefe  and  gner- 
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*' 9^ceB,  wbich  daily  happen  within  this 
''  realm,  are  proper  subjects  and  matter 
^'  of  counsel  and  debate,  in  parliament : 
'*  and  that  in  the  handling  and  proceeding 
''  of  those  businesses  erery  member  of  the 
"  house  hath,  and  of  right  ought  to  have, 
"  Freedom  of  Speech,  to  propound,  treat, 
"  reason  and  bring  to  conclusion  the 
*<  same  :  that  the  Commons  in  Parliament 
"  have  like  liberty  and  freedom  to  treat 
«*  of  those  matters,  in  such  order,  as, 
*'  in  their  judgments  shall  seem  fittest: 
"  and  that  every  such  member  of  the  said 
*^  house  hath  like  freedom  from  all  im- 
''  peachment,  imprisonment,  and  molesta- 
"  lion  (other  than  by  the  censure  of  the 
"  house  itself)  for,  or  concerning  any  bill, 
"  speaking,  reasoning  or  declaring  of  any 
''  matter  or  matters,  touching  the  parlia- 
'*  ment  or  parliament  business ;  and  that, 
"  if  any  of  the  said  members  be  complain- 
''  ed  of,  and  questioned  for  any  thing  said 
''  or  done  in  parliament,  the  same  is  to  be 
'*  shewed  to  the  king,  by  the  advice  and 
^  assent  of  all  the  Commons  assembled  in 
''  parliament,  before  the  king  give  ere- 
"  dence  to  any  private  information/'* 

The  nature  and  reason  of  thes^  Privi- 
leges are  declared  by  a  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  May  28tb,  1624-.  On 
which  day,  the  Earl  Marshal,  firom  the 
Committee  for  searching  Precedents  to 
su^taiii  the  Privileges,  &c.  of  the  House, 
made  the  following  Report :  viz. 

"  How  far  the  Privileges  of  the  No- 
"  bility  do  clearly  extend,  concern- 
"  ing  the  Freedom  of  their  Servants 
**  and  Followers  from  Arrests. 

*'  To  all  their  menial  servants  and  those 
"  of  their  family,  and  also  those  em- 
«  ployed,  necessarily  and  properly,  about 
"  their  estates  as  well  as  their  persons. — 
''  This  freedom  to  continue  twenty  days 
"  before  and  after  every  session  ;  in  which 
"  time  the  Lords  may  conveniently  go 
«f  home  to  their  houses  in  the  most  re- 
"  mote  parts  of  the  kingdom. — ^That  all 
''  the  Lords,  after  the  end  of  this  session, 
"  be  very  careful  in  this  point,  and,  re- 
**  member  the  ground  of  this  Privilege  ; 
*^  which  was,  only,  in  regard  they  should 
''  not  be  distracted,  by  the  trouble  of  their 
"  servants,  Iroln  attending  the  serious  af- 
**  fairs  of  the  kingdom;  that  therefore 
*'  they  will  not  pervert  that  Privilege  to 
''  the  public  injustice  of  the  kingdom, 
"  whicB  >ras   given  them,  chiefly,  that 
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"  Court,  draw  the  clear  light  of  justicdi 
*'  from  them.  In  which  case,  every  one, 
*'  ought  rather  to  keep  far  wiihin,  than 
«'  any  way  exceed  their  durs  limits. — ^That 
"  hereafler,  before  any  person  be  seat  for 
'*  in  this  kind,  the  lora  whom  he  serves 
'^  shall,  either  by  himself  or  by  his  let- 
"  ter,  or  by  some  message,  certify  the 
''  house  upon  his  honour,  that  the  person 
'^  arrested  is  within  the  limits  of  the  Pri- 
"  vilege  before  expressed. — ^And,  for  the 
"  particulars,  they  must  be  left  to  the 
''  judgment  of  the  House,  as  the  case  shall 
''come  in  question;  wherein  the  House 
''  wants  no  means,  as  well  by  oath  as 
"  without,  to  find  out  the  true  nature  of 
''  the  servant's  quality  in  his  lord's  ser- 
"  vice.  Thereupon,  if  it  be  adjudged  by 
"  the  House  contrary  to  the  true  intent,, 
"  any  member  whatsoever  must  not  thiak 
''  it  strange,  if  in  such  a  case,  both  him- 
''  self  suner  reproof,  as  the  house  shall 
'^  think  fit,  and  his  servant  receive  no  be- 
"  nefit  by  the  privilege,  but  pay  the  fees ; 
'*  because  the  justice  of  the  kingdom  must 
"  be  preferred  before  any  personal  respect, 
^  and  none  to  be  spared  that  shall  onend 
"  after  so  fair  a  warning.— Ordered  to  be 
''  observed  accordingly,  with  this  altera- 
*'  tion,  viz.  This  freedom  to  begin  with 
"  the  date  of  the  writ  of  summons,  and  to 
'*  continue  twenty  days  after  every  ses^, 
"  sion  of  parliament.  * 

We  may  reasonably  conclude,  that  all 
the  Privileges,  the  House  of  Commons 
then  though  itself  intitled  to,  were  enume- 
rated in  the  Order  of  the  1st  of  June  1621, 
as  sir  Edward  Coke,  so  well  acquainted 
with,  and  then  contending  for  them  against 
the  undue  prerogative  of  the  crown,  claimed 
no  more. 

Whenever  these  Privileges,  so  modestly , 
and  reasonably  claimed,  and  so  necessa- 
rily coqiplied  with,  were  infringed,  they 
were  as  modestly  and  reasonably  main<* 
tained  by  an  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  the 
Laws  :  which  is  apparent  by  reference  to ; 
all  the  Cases  of  Privilege  which  occurred 
up  to  the  time  of  the  Civil  Wai*.  As  for 
instance: 

In  1427,  one  Richard  Chcdder,  a  me-' 
nial  servant,  attending  upon  sir  Thomas 
Brooke  one  of  the  kniehu  for  Somerset*  . 
sUre,  who  was  assaulted,  beaten,  and  cru«  . 
elly  maimed,  was  content  to  seek  redress 
by  law  t- 
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In  1 430,  William  Larke,  servant  to  Wil- 
liam Mildred  one  of  the  members  for  the 
City  of  London,  was  committed  to  the 
Fleet  on  an  execution  of  debt,  and  deli- 
vered in  due  course  of  law  *. 

And  in  1433,  an  act  of  parliament  was 
made,  affixing  a  heavier  penalty  for  the 
assaulting  a  member^  than  the  law  had 
previously  inflicted.  The  act  is  entitled 
*'  An  Act  against  assaults  made  upon 
Lords  or  others  coming  to  the  Parlia- 
ment.'' 

In  1 J-56,  Thorpe,  the  Speaker,  was  ar- 
rested at  the  suit  of  the  duke  of  York,  on 
which  the  Commons  appealed  to  the  whole 
parliament,  who  referred  the  case  to  the 
Judges,  whose  opinion  was  in  favour  of 
Thorpe's iDeing  entitled  to  privilege  :  not- 
withstanding which,  the  Parliament  de- 
cided otherways,  and  the  Commons  ac- 
quiesced and  chose  another  Speakerf. 
What  is  remarkable  in  this  case  is,  that 
both  the  Judges  and  the  Parliament  ap- 
peal to  the  same  maxim :  both  apply  the 
same  argument  as  conclusive,  viz.  '^  That 
the  party  aggrieved  could  have  no  re- 
dress, and  that  there  could  be  no  wrong 
without  a  remedy."  The  Judges  deter- 
mine from  this  maxim  and  from  this  rea- 
son, that  no  general  Writ  of  Supersedeas 
could  lay/*  because"  (say  they) "  if  it  could, 
the  High  Court  of  Parliament,  from  which 
all  justice  and  equity  ought  to  ilow,  would 
seem  to  stop  the  course  of  justice,  and 
leave  the  party  aggrieved  without  remedy." 
And  the  Parliament  yield  to  this  same  rea- 
son set  forth  by  the  duke  of  York  in  the 
argument  agamst  Thorpe's  being  allowed 
Privilege,  viz.  "  That  in  case  it  was  granted 
to  Thorpe  in  this  instance,  the  party  ag- 
grieved could  have  no  remedy."  So' that 
we  have  the  Opinion  of  the  Judges  and 
the  Decision  of  the  Parliament  equally 
determined  by  the  never  failing  maxim, 
"  That  there  can  be  no  Wrong  without  a 
Remedy." 

In  14-61,  Walter  Clarke,  a  Member  ar- 
rested, was  relieved  by  law  J. 

In  1472,  John  Walsh,  servant  to  the 
Earl  of  Essex,  being  sued  in  the  courts 
below,  pleaded  Privilege  not  to  be  stj^ 
as  being  servant  to  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment :  but  the  Judges  decided  that  there 
was  no  such  Privilege  U. 

♦  1  Hatsell,  17. 

t  Ibid.  28.      1  Cpl^^tt's  Pari.  Hist. 
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I  Ibid.  41,  


In  154-3,  in  the  case  of  George  Ferrers, 
who  was  arrested,  and  who,  as  well  as  be- 
ing a  member  of  parliament,  was  servant 
to  the  king— o»  wAicA  account,  the  Com- 
mons seem  to  have  proceeded  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner,  by  sending  the  Serjeant  at 
Armsyor  the  first  time,  to  relieve  their  mem- 
ber. This  was  resisted  by  the  Sherifi 
with  violence,  the  Serjeant  had  his  mace 
broke, and  returned  without  the  member; 
whereupon,  the  Sheriffs  were  sammoned 
before  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  who 
referred  their  punishment  to  the  latter, 
who  sent  them  to  jail.* 

In  15 16,  Trewynnard,  a  member,  was 
arrested  and  relieved  according  to  law 
by  writ  of  Privilege;  for  obeying  which, 
the  Sheriff  sustained  an  action  for  escape.-f 

Another  case  in  the  reign  of  JHenry  the 
8th  is  very  remarkable;  namely,  that  of 
Mr.  Stroud  a  member ;  who  for  bringing 
a  bill  into  parliament  for  regulating  the 
Tinners  in  Cornwall,  was  upon  the  break- 
ing up  of  parliament,  questioned  for  it  in  the 
Court  of  Stannaries — fined  and  imprisoned 
in  Lilford  Castle ;  but  relieved  by  dae 
course  of  law,  by  Writ  of  Privilege. $ 

In  1580,  the  singular  and  complicated 
Case  of  Mr.  Hall,  a  member,  occurs;  who 
having  written  a  Bock  derogatoiy  to  the 
character  of  the  House,  and  having  pub- 
lished the  same  against  its  Orders,  and 
misrepresented  its  Proceedings;  and  having 
besides  written  an  impudent  Letter  to 
the  Speaker,  and  being  absent  when  order- 
ed to  attend  in  his  place,  was  imprisoned. || 

In  all  these  Cases  we  may  observe,  that 
Members,  whtji  their  Privileges  were  vio- 
lated, and  their  Persons  arrested,  were 
content  to  appeal  to  the  Law,  and  had  that, 
tenderness  and  respect  for  other  men's 
Rights  as  well  as  their  own  Privileges,  as 
to  make  provision  for  the  interest  of  cre- 
ditors, when  affected  by  their  Privileges, 
and  to  indenmify  officers  against  actions 
for  escape,  to  which  they  were  legally 
liable  for  giving  up  their  prisoners.  And 
never  did  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  presume  to  overleap  the  bounds 
of  the  Constitution,  and  take  the  law  into 
their  own  hands,  till  the  days  of  the  Long 
Parliament ;  when,  from  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  country,  in  order  to 
resist  thjs  arbitrary  encroachments  of  m 

*  I  Hatsell,  5'4.  1  Cobbct^'s  fturl.Hirt. 
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despotic  Prince,  the  House  of  Commons 
found  it  absehitely  necessary  in  the  strug- 
gle, not  only  to  e?ttend  their  Privileges, 
but  to  assume  powers,  the  dxercise  of 
which  abolished  the  House  of  Lords, 
brought  the  Kmg  to  the  block,  and  ulti- 
mately dissolved  the  whole  frame  of  the 
Government.  If  these  usurpations  of 
Power  were  not  only  acquiesced  in,  but 
strenuously  supported  by  the  People,  it 
was  because  they  were  supposed  to  be  in- 
ilispensibly  necessary  to  enable  the 
House  of  Commons  to  stem  the  torrent  of 
tyranny  which  was  sweeping  every  thing 
before  it  to  destruction  ;  and  as  the  only 
means  ef  wresting  from  the  grasp  of  des- 
potism, tiie  expiring  Liberties  of  the 
country. 

But  these,  surely,  are  not  sburces  suffi- 
ciently clear,  nor  times  suiViciently  analo- 
gous to  justify  our  drawing  thence  in- 
stances, miscalled  Precedents,  to  counte- 
nance similar  proceedings  under  a  legal, 
settled,  and  established  system  of  govern- 
ment. But  as  every  day's  experience  will 
inform  us  how  reluctantly  all  men  relin- 
guish  power  and  authority,  which  they 
have  once  exercised,  even  after  baring  ex- 
perienced its  mischiefs,  so  was  the  House 
of  Commons  after  the  Restoration  unwil- 
ling to  yield  up  its  usurped  power  and  au- 
thority, submitted  to  in  times  of  trouble 
and  commotion,  but  incompatible  with  the 
return  of  order  and  the  laws. 

Accordingly,  we  find  iq  the  Cases  of 
Dr.  Carey,  Mr.  Fitten,  sir  Samuel  Barnar- 
diston,  Shirley,  and  Stoughton  versus  On- 
slow, the  pretensions  to  Power  under  the 
name  of  Privilege  still  clung  to  by  both 
Houses  6f  Parliament,  but  as  constantly 
denied  and  resisted  by  each  House  in  its 
turn;  the  one  always  denying  the  usurpa- 
tion of  the  other,  and  the  parties  aggrieved 
the  authority  of  both:  Consequently,  no 
power  or  authority  is  acknowledged  or  al- 
lowed to  belong  to  either.  But  the  following 
Case,  which  occurred  about  the  same  time, 
and  which  having  been  arg^aed  at  a  Con- 
ference between  the  two  Houses  is  entitled 
to  more  particular  notice,  is  that  of  the 
four  Council  in  the  Appeal  of  sir  Nicholas 
Crispe  versus  the  lady  Bowyer,  Dalmahoy 
and  others,  who  were  taken  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  for  pleading 
before  the  Lords,  contrary  to  an  Order 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  forbid  them ; 
at  which  Conference  the  Lords  as- 
sert^That  the  House  of  Conmions  is  no 
Court,  has  no  authority  to  administer  an 
OsiXb,  or  to  give  a  Judgment ;  that  it  is  a 


transcendant  invasion  of  the  Liberty  of 
the  Subject;  that  it  is  against  Magna 
Charta,  the  Petition  of  Right,  and  many 
other  laws,  which  have  provided.  That  no 
freeman  shall  be  imprisoned,  or  otherwise 
restrained  of  his  liberty,  but  by  due  process 
of  law  ;  that  it  tends  to  the  subversion  of 
the  government  of  the  kingdom,  because  it 
is  in  the  nature  of  an  Injunction  from  the 
Lower  House,  which  has  no  authority  or 
power  of  jurisdiction  over  inferior  subjects, 
much  less  over  the  King  and  Lords:* 
Which  arguments,  not  lo  be  controverted, 
the  House  of  Commons  contented  itself 
with  replying  to,  by  retorts  upon  the  as- 
sumed jurisdiction  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  by  advancing  empty  assertions  of  its 
own  authority,  without  attempting  to  offer 
a  shadow  of  proof  in  their  support. 

But  in  the  Case  of  sir  Samuel  Barnar- 
diston  before  mentioned,  it  is  curious  to 
observe  ihe  two  Houses  changing  sides. 
The  House  of  Commons  then  becomes,  in 
its  turn,  the  advocate  for  Magna  Charta  and 
the  Rights  of  the  People  against  the 
usurping  jurisdiction  and  arbitrary  pre*  - 
tcntions  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Each 
House  deciding  as  equitably  against  the 
unjust  pretensions  of  the  other,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  the  interest  of  the 
public;  and  as  regardless  of  all  equity,  the 
public  interest  and  the  laws,  when  taking 
upon  it  to  decide  in  its  own  cause;  thus 
atibrding  a  strong  additional  illustration  of 
the  old  wholesome  doctrine,  "  Th^t  no 
"  one  ought  to  be  judge  in  his  own  cause.'* 

From  this  period  to  that  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, the  first  instance  that  occurs,  is  that 
of  a  Pamphlet  on  clipping  and  coining 
guineas.  The  House  of  Commons  ottered 
a  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  author, 
and  ordered  the  Pamphlet  to  be  burned. 

The  next  case  that  occurs,  is  that  of  Dr. 
Welwood,  who  published  a  weekly  paper, 
reflecting  upon  the  whole  House.  He 
was  reprimanded  and  discharged. f 

Com[)laint  being  made  against  a  Book 
entitled  "  King  William  and  Queen  Mary 
Conquerors,"  said  to  be  written  by  Charles 
Blount,  esq.  was  ordered  to  be  burnt:  as 
likewise  was  a  Pastoral  Letter  at  the  same 
time. J  Dyer,  a  News-paper  man,  was 
reprimanded  for  publishing  Debates,  and 
discharged  II . 

Having  briefly  noticed  these  important 
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Caset,  I  shall  next  proceed  to  direct  the 
public  attention  to  the  remarkable  Case  of 
Bridgeman  vema  Holt*  in  1696-7.     The 
duchess  of  Grafton  having  claimed  under 
a  patent  of  Charles  the  second,  a  right  to 
appoint  the  Clerk  to  the  King's  Bench, 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt  ^contested   the 
claim.    It  was  a  trial  at  bar,  and  was  de- 
cided against  the  Duchess  in  favour  of 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt.     Upon  which, 
the  counsel  of  Bridgeman,  who  had  been 
nominated  as  Clerk  by  the  Duchess,  ten- 
dered a  Bill  of  Exceptions,  which  the  Jus« 
iices  refused  to  seal.      In  consequence  of 
which,  a  Petition,  complaining  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Judges,  was  presented  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  accusing  sir  Wm.  Dol- 
ben,  sir  Wm.  Gregory,  and  sir  Giles  Eyre, 
Justices  of  the  King's  Bench,  of  acting  il- 
legally in  having  so  refused.    They  were, 
ip  consequence  of  this  Charge,  summoned 
by  the  House  of  Lordf  to  appear  before 
them,  and  answer  to  the  complaint  made 
■  ia  the  Petition.     Which  the  Judges  re- 
fused to  do :   and  they,  in  a  solemn  well- 
digested  Argument,  denied  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  insisted  upon 
their  undoubted  Right,  as  Englishmen,  to  a 
Trial  bya  Jury  of  their  equals,  in  case  they, 
in  any  thinff,  were  accused  of  having  done 
wroDg,  and  claimed  the  benefit  of  being 
tried  according  to  the  known  course  of  the 
Common  Law :  they  relied  upon  Magna 
Chartaas  free  born  Englishmcn,which,they 
i^id,  was  made  for  them  as  well  as  for  others ; 
that  all  Powers  and  Privileges  in  the  king- 
dom, even  the  highest,  are  circumscribed 
by  the  laws,  and  have  their  limits.    In  the 
Courts  of  Westminster,  (sa^d  they}  the 
Law  is  determined  by  one,  and  the  Fact 
ascertained  by  another ;  here,  both  the  Law 
and  the  Fact  would  be  in  the  same  hands. 
If  the  House  of  Lords  should  punish,  could 
such  order  stop  or  bar  the  legal  process 
bereafUr  ?  of  be  used  below  as  a  recovery 
or  acquittal? — as  an  aiUrrfois  convkt  ?  or 
mUr^s  acquit  T  Would  the  Proceedings 
in  the  House  of  Lords  sare  them  from  the 
trouble  of  answering  to  an  information  or 
indictment^r  $he  same  thing  elsewhere  ? 

Here  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  when 
the  Judges  of  the  .land  were  attacked  by 
an  unwarrantable  power,  they  sheltered 
themselves  behind  the  broad  shield  of 
Magna  Charta  and  the  Trial  by  Jury,  well 
knowing  the  value  of  such  a  protection — 
and  they  conclude  with 'these  memorable 
words:    "  Some    persons  have,   perhaps, 

'*  Shower's  Cases  in  Parliament,  111. 


"  from  a  diffidence  of  success,  or  from  a 
"  slavish  fear,  or  private  policy,  forborne 
"  to  question  the  power  of  their  superiors, 
"  but  the  Judges  must  betray  their  repu- 
"  tation,  and  their  knowledge  of  the  laws, 
''  if  they  should  own  a  jurisdiction  which 
"  former  times  and  their  predecessors 
"  were  unacquainted  with."  Whereupon, 
the  Petition  was  dismissed. 

If  these  reasons  were  conclusive  against 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
they  apply  much  more  forcibly  to  the 
House  of  Commons:  for  the  House  'of 
Lords  retains  tlie  judicial  authority  of  the 
parliament,  being  a  Court  of  Appeal ;  but, 
the*  House  of  Commons  has  no  judicial 
function  to  perform,  and  is  no  court  at  alL 
The  Judges  claimed  no  more  than  their 
right  as  commoners  of  £jigland  in  Magna 
Charta  and  the  Common  Law  of  the  land  ; 
which  \)\ey  contended,  and  wiih  success, 
admitted  of  no  man's  beinff  tried,  except 
by  a  jury  of  his  equals.  They  affirmed, 
that  all  Powers  and  Privileges  in  the  king- 
dom, ev^n  the  highest,  are  circumscribwi 
by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  that  they, 
the  Judges,  should  betray  a  slavish  fear 
and  gross  ignorance,  if  they  permitted 
such  an  usurpation  to  be  drawn  into  a  pre* 
cedent  unknown  to  former  times. 

These  arguments,  which  need  no  fur- 
ther comment,  ought  to  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  put  an  end  to  all  such  preten- 
sions in  either  house  of  parliament  for 
eyer ;  but  so  reluctantly  do  all  men  part 
with  power,  thht  we  find  the  Lords  in  the 
very  next  year,  1097,  in  the  Case  of  Lord 
Banbury,  summoning  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Holt,  to  appear  before  a  Committee  of 
their  House;  but  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Holt  refused  to  appear,  and  the  Lords 
listened  to  the  voice  of  reason,  and  dropped 
their  pretensions. 

Front  these  solemn  acts  of  venerable 
Judges  in  good  times,  it  is  evident,  that 
undefined  Privileges  in  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament were  unknown  to  the  Constitution 
and  the  Law ;  though,  sometimes,  per- 
haps, yielded  to  firom  ignorance  or  fear, 
but  in  which  the  Judges  who  knew  the 
laws  would  not  acquiesce. 

This  sound  exposition  of  the  Law,  and 
the  conduct  and  example  of  the  Judges, 
might  reasonably  have  beei)  expected  ta 
operate  as  a  prevention  of  any  further 
disquietude  of  an  English  subject  fromthc 
piMver  of  either  house  of  parliament: 
Ahd  that  it  did  produce  a  considerable 
cffect/we  may  presume  from  the  number 
of  subsequent  Casc^,   in   which   neithtv 
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House  presimvMl  to  tiendi  upon  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Sal>iect.  For  instance :  in 
-4toe  yew, 

1098.  Molyneux>  '<  State  of  Ireland/' 
He  refuscfd  to  appear,  and  the  Boose  of 
Commons  addressed  the  King  to  discon- 
tinue the  like  Works  in  future. 

1^9.  Mr.  Cbivers,  a  member,  was  or- 
dered to  attend  for  a  contempt ;  but  de- 
clined coming:  and,  next  day,  on  its 
being  put  to  the  vote.  Whether  he  should 
be  taken  into  custody  by  the  Serjeant 
mt  Arms  ?  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

1702.  Doctor  Drake's  "  History  of  the 
last  Parliament/'  a  Kbel. 

1707.  Doctor  Friend's  "  Account  of 
Lord  Peterborough's  Conduct  in  Spain/' 
a  libel. 

1719.  Hall's  "Sober  Reply/ '—a  work 
against  the  Trinity. 

1750.  '' Constitutional  ISeries. '^ 

1703.  Wilkes's  "  Essay  on  Woman/' 
to  which  the  name  of  Bishop  Warburton 
was  prefixed  as  the  author. 

1703.  Wilkes's    "  North  Briton,    No. 

17^.  Veni  Creator  paraphrased. 

In  all  of  which  Cases,  whether  for  libel- 
ing any  member  of  either  house,  or  the 
whole  house,  or  both  houses,  or  the  whole 
frame  of  the  government,  both  Lords  and 
Commons  were  content  to  pursue  the 
known  course  of  the  Law,  and  left  the 
party  accused  to  be  tried  by  the  law  of 
the  land  and  a  jury  of  his  country. 

There  is  ^  Case  which,  though  prior  in 
point  of  time,  I  have  reserved  for  the 
last,  because  it  demands  a  few  observa- 
tions: That  of  the  Kentish  Petition*  in 
1701,  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons 
by  Mr.  Colepepper  and  four  other  Kent- 
ish Gentlemen :  Voted  by  the  house  libel- 
lous, seditious,  and  a  breach  of  privilege, 
and  for  presenting  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons senteoced  these  five  gentlemen  to  be 
imprisoned.  Is  this  an  act  to  be  justified 
and  drawn  into  precedent  ?  And  of  what 
avail  is  any  precedent  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  an  assembly  whose  conduct  is  ar- 
bitrary, and  whose  actions  are  measured 
by  the  crooked  cord  of  its  own  discretion, 
not  by  the  golden  meteyard  of  the  law  ? 

The  next  and  the  last  Case  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  adduce,  is  that  of  f  he  Middlesex 
Journal,  in  1771,  when  the  Serjeant  at 

♦5  Cobbett's  Pari.  Hist.  1250.  See 
also  ''  The  History  of  the  Kentish  Peti- 
tion/' in  the  Appendix  to  the  same  vo« 
bme,No.  XVU. 


Arms  of  the  House  of  Conmont  was  seni 
by  their  order  to  arrest  the  Printer ;  in- 
stead of  which,  the  Printer  took  up  the 
Serjeant,  and  brought  him  before  Crosby^ 
Lord  Mayor,  and  Alderman  Wilkes  sEnd 
Oliver,  who  comniiUed  the  Serjeanu  Not- 
withstanding this  outrage  which  the  House 
of  Commons  sustained  by  the  attack  upon 
its  officer,  it  presumed  not  to  touch  any 
of  the  ollending  parlies,  except'  its  own 
members,  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Alderman 
Oliver  ;  passing  over  the  Printer,  the 
Journalist,  and  Alderman  Wilkes,  who,  at 
that  time,  was  not  a  member  of  the  House 
— than  which  disaffirmance  of  its  Power  a 
stronger  proof  cannot  be  conceived. 

Lest  it  should  be  possible  that  any  per* 
son  should  attach  the  slightest  importance 
to  the  Resolutions  of  either  House  of  Par- 
liament^ whicli  may  go  to  aflect  those  whe 
ate  not  members  of  those  bodies,  it  maT 
be  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  JoumiJa 
furnish  Resolutions  of  the  most  contradic* 
tory  nature :  for  instance, 

April  3,  1626-7,  Resolved,  ''That  the 
"  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  cannot^  be  denied* 
*'  but  ought  to  be  granted  to  every  man, 
"  that  is  committed  or  detained  in  prison* 
'^  or  otherwise  restrained,  by  the  command 
'^  of  the  king,  the  privy-cotmcil,  or  any 
"  other ;  he  praying  the  same  */' 

June  9, 170.5,  Resolved,  nan.  con,  **  That 
'*  no  commoner  of  England,  committed 
*'  by  Oi  der  or  Warrant  of  the  Hous^  of 
"  Commons,  for  breach  of  privilege,  or 
''  contempt  of  that  House,  ought  without 
**  order  of  that  House  to  be»  by  any  Writ 
"  of  Habeas  Corpus,  or  other  authority 
<'  iVhatsoever,  made  to  appear  and  answer, 
^  and  do,  and  receive  a  determination  in 
''the  House  of  Peers,  during  the  session 
"  of  parliament  wherein  soch  person  was 
*'  committed  f." 

And,  in  1740,  in  Wal pole's  Case,  it  was 
resolved  by  the  Lords,  "  That  any  attempt, 
''  to  punish  a  roan  without  a  trial  or  heai^ 
"  ing,  was  contrary  to  the  natural  priaci- 
"  pies  of  Justice  and  Liberty/'  An<J,  in 
the  Case  of  Skinner  v^ius  the  East  India 
Company,  in  1 075,  the  Comnions  Resolved, 
"  That  assuming  a  jurisdiction  over  the 
*'  Case,  being  rclievable  at  common  law, 
'^  is  contrary  to  law,  and  tends  to  intco* 
*'  duce  arbitrary  powers.'^ — But,  to  Reso- 
lutions of  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton  said,  when  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, (and  he  was  afWwards  selected. 


*  2  Cobbett's  Pari  Hist  250* 
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for  bis  knowledge  of  the  laws,  usage, 
and  custom  of  parliament,  to  iitl  the  Chair), 
'«  He  would-  pay  no  more  resjktt,  than  to 
the  Resolutions  of  so  many  drunken  por- 
ters at  an  ale- house."  The  expression 
was  coarse,  but  the  principle  is  just. 

It  has  been  shewn, from  the  Opinions  of 
learned  Judges — from  the  Declaration  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  when  not  judg- 
ing in  their  own  cause, — and  from  unde- 
niable legal  Maxims,  that  the  power  exer- 
cised by  the  House  of  Commons,  of  pass- 
ing a  Sentence  of  Imprisonment  upon  any 
person,  not  a  member  of  its  body,  is  con- 
trary to  the  Common  Law,  to  Magna 
Charta,  and  every  constitutional  principle. 
I  will  now  go  further,  and  undertake  to 
prove,  that  not  only  every  fundamental 
principle  of  the  Common  L«w  has  been 
violated,  but  that  every  express  provision 
of  the  Statute  Law,  for  the  pen^onal  secu- 
rity of  the  subject,  has  been  transgressed. 
For  which  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to 
examine  strictlv>  and  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cision, what  tlie  legal  and  constitutional 
functions  of  the  House  of  .Commons  are  : 
supposing,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument, 
that  they  are  the  fairly  chosen  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Per.ple.  Its  Privileges 
we  have  enumerated  from  the  highest 
authority.  Let  us  now  consider  iis 
Powers — begfijing  that  the  Reader  will 
never  lose  sight  ot*  the  wide  distinction  be- 
tween Privilege  and  Power. 

Its  Powers,  then,  briefly  are :  To  re- 
move Obstructions  to  ils  Proceedings  :  to 
abate  a  Nuisanc^  legally  called  Contempt : 
As  the  Grand  Inquest  of  the  Nation  (which 
Tery  term  is  enough  to  shew  that  its  office 
ii  but  to  enquire,  not  to  punish),  it  has 
authority  to  summon  Witnesses  for  the 
p«rp<ise  of  instituting  Inquiries  into  Public 
Grievances— of  controuling  Public  Ex- 
pendiiure,  aiid  of  impeaching  Public  De- 
linquents, in  furtherance  of  justice,  with  a 
view  to  Judgment  at  the  Tribunal  of  the 
Laws. 

Such  being  its  Powers,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary, in  the  next  place,  to  examine 
it  in  another  point  of  view^  viz.  as  a  Court 
exercisingjudicial  Powers.  And  here,  at 
the  outset^  we  discover,  that  it  is  not  a 
Court  of  Record,  because  it  cannot  hold 
Plea  of  Debt  or  Damage  to  the  amount  of 
forty  shillings.  Lord  Coke  says,  "  That 
"  a  Court  not  of  Record,  is  where  it  can* 
"  not  hold  Plea  of  Debt  or  Damage  to  the 
"  amount  of  forty  shiHin|8  ;*'  and  he  ex- 
pressly lays  it  down,  ^'  That  no  Court  not 
"  of  Record  caa  fine  or  impriio  V  at  re- 


solved per  totam  curiam,  on  argument  in 
Griesley's  Case,  as  well  as  by  Holt,  in 
the  Case  of  Grenville,  vtnus  Barwell. 
To  impose  a  Fine  of  the  lowest  denomina- 
tion the  House  of  Commons  has  relin- 
quished its  former  pretensions.  If  it  does 
not,  then,  presume  to  impose  the  smallest 
Fine,  does  rt  not  necessarily  follow,  that  it 
cannot  inflict  the  higher  punishment  of 
Imprisonment  ?  It  is  an  acknowledged 
maxim  in  Law  :  "  Cui  titvnm  non  convcnU, 
einon  tm^us  convcnit;"  and,  of  how  much 
more  value,  in  the  eye  of  Reason  and  the 
Law,  is  a  man's  Person,  than  his  Property, 
though  it  protects  both.  To  what  end, 
indeed,  should  a  man  acquire  Property,  if 
his  Person  is  insecure  ?  The  notion  en- 
tertained by  our  old  lawyers,  respecting 
Imprisonment,  which  is  the  highest  exe- 
cution of  the  law  short  of  death ;  the  im- 
portance attached  by  thenii  to  the  power 
of  imprisoning  men,  may  be  collected  from 
Lord  Coke,  who  says,  "That  a  man  in 

f>rison  is  dead  in  law ;  he  is  homo  mortuus, 
ost  to  society,  himself,  his  femily,  and  bis 
friends  ;  and  that  a  man  indefinitely  im- 
prisoned is  a  man  in  Hell.''  And  the 
Gospel  says,  "  Is  not  the  Life  more  than 
meat,  and  the  Body  than  raiment  r" 
In  which  word  "  raiment*'  all  external 
possessions  are  included. 

This  part  of  the  subject  may  be  reduced 
to  a  Syllogism  : — 

No  Court,  that  cannot  bold  Plea  of 
Debt  or  Damage  to  the  amount  of  forty 
shillings,  is  a  Court  of  Record. 

The  House  of  Commons  can  hold  no 
such  Plea. 

Therefore  is  not  a  Court  of  Record- 
therefore  cannot  fine  or  imprison. 
We  will  now  try  this  pretension  of  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  test  of  its  own 
proceedings. 

The  parly  is  summoned  to  the  bar  to 
answer  interrogatories.  Should  he  be  un- 
willine  to  do  this ;  be  is  sent  to  prison. — 
See  the  Case  of  Mr.  Howard,  1675.* 
Should  he  confess,  be  is  likewise  sent  to 
prison.  See  the  Case  of  Mr.  Jones,  1810. 
No  legal  evidence  can  be  brought  The 
House  is  stopped  iniimine ;  for  it  cannot  ad- 
minister an  oath;  and  Magna  Charta,  who, 
says  my  Lord  Cuke,  is  such  a  fellow, 
that  he  will  bear  no  equal — arrests  its 
further  progress— declaring,  "  That  no 
''  man  shall  be  put  to  his  law  on  the  bare 
'' suggestion  of  another,  but  by  lawful 
"  witnesses."  Therefore,  the  House  can- 
^ ■'.  .       .  , 

f  4  Cobbett'g  Pari.  Hi»t,  770. 
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not  proceed  to  trial :  consequently,  can 
deliver  no  Judgment— can  pass  no  Sen- 
tence. Magna  Charta  declares,  "  That 
**  no  Freeman  shall  be  arrested,  imprisoned, 
"  or  in  any  way  destroyed,  but  by  the 
"  Judgment  of  his  Peer?,  or  the  Law  of 
"  the  Land  ;"  and  these  words,  per  legem 
terne,  or  law  of  the  land,  are  well  ^nd 
fully  explained  by  the  Statutes  in  confir- 
mation of  Magna  Char*  a.  The  5ih,  25  th, 
'28th,  37lh  and  42d  of  Edward  the  3d  : 
which  declare.  That  no  man  shall  be  put 
to  answer  withoft*  presentment  of  good 
and  lawful  men,  before  Justices,  or  nratter 
of  record,  or  writ  original,  or  in  due 
process  of  law.  They  also  declare,  That 
all  enactments  contrary  to  Magna  Charta, 
are,  ipso  facto,  null  and  void.  And  here- 
upon, snys  Lord  Coke,  all  Commissions 
are  grounded,  alwayshavingthisSentence, 
"  Faciuri  quod  ad  justuiam  perlinct,  secun- 
dum legem  et  consuetudinem  Anglia,"  It 
\s  not,  says  Lord  Coke,  "  Seamdum  legem 
ct  consuetudinenr  Regis  Anglice,^*  lest  it 
should  be  thought  to  bind  the  King  only. 
Nor  is  it,  *'  Secundum  legem  et  consuetudinem 
Populi  Anglia:,"  lest  it  may  be  thought  to 
bind  the  People  only ; — hut  per  legem  terra 
id  est  Angliw,  That  the  law  may  extend 
to  all. 

Empsonand  Dudley  committed  grievous 
oppressions  under  cover  of  an  act  of  Henry 
the  7th;  which  shews  the  danger  of 
shaking  this  fundamental  law,  by  dele- 
gating discretionary  powers  to  Justices  of 
the  Peace  ot  others,  without  trial,  by 
twelve  lawful  men.  To  repeal  which, 
the  1st  of  Henry  the  8th  was  enacted, 
and  "  to  deter,"  says  the  Act, ''  others  by 
their  fearful  end,  from  similar  courses, 
and  to  admonish  future  Parliaments,  that 
instead  of  this  ordinary  and  precious 
Trial  per  legem  terra,  they  bring  not  in  ab- 
solute and  partial  trials  by  discretion.'* 
It  IS  worthy  of  remark,  that  Empson  and 
Dudley  were  hanged,  for  going  contrary 
to  Magna  Charta,  notwitlistanding  that 
they  acted  under  the  authority  of  an  Act 
of  rarliament ;  and^  above  all,  we  should 
lay  to  heart,  that  warning  given  to  future 
Parliaments,  not  to  take  away  the  pre- 
cious Trial  by  Jury,  and  not  to  introduce 
discretionary  jurisdiction  contrary  )to 
iMasna  Charta,  and  the  Common  law.* 

Yet,  limited  and  circumscribed  as  the 
House  of  Commons  is — ^having  no  means 
of  trial — no  rules  of  judicial  proceeding- 
being  no  Court  of  Record— not  presammg 


♦  See  1  Cobbett^i  State  Trials,  No.  26. 


to  fine— not  competent  to  administer 
an  oath— nevertheless,  it  takes  upon  it- 
self; first,  to  determine  the  crime  ex  post 
farto  :  secondly,  it  calls  upon  the  accused, 
to  criminate  himself,  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  English  law  :  and  in  this  ex- 
trajudicial manner  upon  a  man  crimi- 
nating himself  (so  far  as  avowing  himself 
the  author  of  what  has  not  been  proved 
to  be  a  crime,  can  be  called  criminating 
himself)  the  House  proctt'ds  to  Judgment, 
mid  inv<Hring  itself  with  all  the  powers  of 
Grand  Jury,  Petty  Jury,  Accuser,  Judge 
and  Executioner,  without  evidence,  with- 
out trial,  it  pron'>uuces  i  .St'titfnre  of 
indefinite  imprisonment,  n:u1  this  lu  its 
own  cause — where,  least  of  aH,  it  should 
take  upon  itself  to  decide. 

Let  us  next  examine  these  proceedings 
by  the  rules  of  the  Law,  and  again  recur 
to  that  grand  expounder  of  the  Law,  Lord 
Coke;  who  says,  1st  Inst  sec.  3d. — "  No 
"  man  can  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  con- 
"  trary  to  the  form  of  the  Great  Charter." 
2d  Inst.  4(5,.  3d  Inst.  209—"  No  person 
"  is  to  be  imprisoned,  but  as  the  law  di- 
"  rects,  either  by  command,  or  order  of  a 
"  Court  of  Record,  or  by  lawful  warrant, 
"  by  which  one  may  be  detained  lawfully 
'*  to  answer  the-law." 

Every  oppression  under  the  colour  of 
authority  is  a  kind  of  destruction ;  and 
Magna  Charta  says,  "  No  man  aliquo  modo 
"  destruatur,''  Every  oppression  tends  to 
destruction  :  but  that  is  the  worst  oppres- 
sion which  is  done  under  colour  of  Justice. 
Edward  the  6th  incorporated  St.  Albans 
with  power  to  make  Ordinances :  They 
made  a  Bye-law  with  a  penalty  of  impri- 
sonment. This  was  adjudged  void — be-  ^ 
cause  contrary  to  Magna  Charta — because 
"  NuUus  liber  homo  capiaiur"  No  freeman 
shall  be  imprisoned;  &c.  On  the  same 
account,  a  Commission  under  the  Great 
Seal  to  arrest  a  notorious  Felon,  was  re- 
solved to  be  against  Magna  Charta — be- 
cause no  man  shall  be  brought  to  answer 
— not  being  iiidicted  or  appealed  by  the 
party  or  other  process  of  law.  By  the 
2d  of  Henry  44:h  it  is  enacted,  '^Ifany  nsan 
be  arrested  or  imprisoned  against  the  form 
of  the  Great  Charter  that  he  be  brought  to 
his  Answer  and  have  right.**' 

These  are  some  of  the  numerous  Provi- 
sions for  the  safety  of  the  people,  arisitig 
out  of  the  Common  and  recognized  by  tibe 
Statute  Law.  These  are  the  glorious  Pri« 
vileges  of  Englishmen ;  their  impte- 
scriptible, inalienable  Liberties;  ''claimed, 
"  insisted  upon  and  demanded''  by  ^  , 
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Bill  of  Righto,  anid  tealied  abd  nuKtifiod 
by  tbe  blood  of  their  forelathert: 

'<  At  once  tbe  pride  and  sifeguaid  of  tbe  land." 

Shall  these  Bulwarks,  that  ha^e  with- 
stood the  peltiug  storms  of  the  Prerogatire 
of  the  Crown,  be  sapped  and  andermiQed 
by  the  creeping  Privilege  of  Parliameat? 
Vet>  will  this  be  the  case,  if  the  House  of 
Commons  be  permitted  to  usurp  a  Power 
nerer  pretended  to  by  our  most  arbitrary 
]tings.-~But  no !  tbe  Laws,  Cases>  and 
Authorities,  before  cited,  are  positive : 
They  make  no  reser? ation  of  Pri  vilege  of 
Parliament;  much  less  of  Power  of  the 
House  of  Commons ;  but  on  tbe  contrary, 
are  conclusive  against  both. 

Let  us  now  try,  by  another  touchstone, 
this  Power  exercised  by  the  House  ot 
Commons. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  maxim  in  Law, 
That  there  can  be  no  Wrong  without 
m  Remedy.  When  Edward  the  Fourth 
asked  Chief  Justice  Markham;  If  he  could 
not  arrest  a  man  ?  *'  'So,"  said  the  ho- 
nest Chief  Justice,  "  Your  Majesty  can- 
not arrest  any  man  even  for  treason  ;  be- 
cause the  party,  if  aggrieved,  could  have 
no  remedy ;  but  if  he  was  arrested  by  any 
officer  of  your  Majest}',  he  could  have  his 
action  for  false  imprisonment."  This  un- 
•ftnswerable  argument  is  equally  applica- 
ble to  the  House  of  Commons. 

To  whom  does  it  hold  itself  accounta- 
ble? 

Against  whom  or  what  can  a  parly  ag- 
griered  bring  his  action  ? 

Where  Ux^  for  redress  ? 

Here  is  an  argument,  which  our  old 
lawyers  considered  as  conclusive  to  any 
point :  as  may  be  seen  in  all  their  plead- 
ings. ItistheltffdiU'^reductioadabswrdtm," 
•  -«««  failure  of  justice,  which  neither  Law 
por  Reason  will  endure. 

What  the  Duties,  Privileges,  and  Powers 
•f  the  House  of  Commons  are,  have  been 
already  shewn.  In  contemplating  theConsti- 
totien  of  this  country,  which  will  appear 
stove  admirable,  the  more  closely  it  is 
▼lewed,  and  tbe  more  minutely  it  is  invest!- 
gnted^  we  should  be  cai^ful  not  to  confound 
Its  pnrts :  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  House  of 
Commons  is  not  the  High  Court  of  Par- 
ttaqnentM-^bat Parliament  consists  of  three 
Estates  'the  King — the  Upper — and  the 
l^ofser  Hooae— <Tbat  «ach  of  these  has  its 
.dfmpeqydiar.funetiMf,  and  that  no  one 
<>BpaiiiUify  has  any  power  exeept  over  its 
-^im  Acmfa^n.  Certainly  not  to  bind  tbe 
^nkfM^t.    |t^iIJMINr•ml<grJMifliHlMl  by  ail 


writers  upon  the  science  of  <&0Temmen^ 
that  tbe  legislati?e^  executive,  and  ju- 
dicial powers  in  a  state  should  be  kept 
distinct;  that  the  monster  Despotism  i» 
§[encratcd  by  their  union ;  and  that  Josr 
tice  and  Liberty  are  promoted  and  assured 
by  these  powers  being  kept  separate  and 
distinct.  Accordingly,  the  Laws  of  Eng- 
land keep  not  only  the  great  outlines,  but 
every  part  of  eacij  feature  distinct.  The 
great  outlines  are.  The  King  entrusted 
with  the  execution  of  tbe  laws ;  yet  can- 
not the  Kins;  execute  tiny  law ;  but  he  is 
bound  to  delegate  bis  authority  to  officers 
of  the  law.  Why  ? — because,irit  were  other- 
wise ;  if  a  subject  was  jnjured,  he  could 
have  no  redress.  There  would  be  a  wrong 
without  a  remedy ;  which  the  law  will  not 
endure.  The  King  can  do  no  wrong: 
that  is,  the  King  can  do  no  act,  but  by  the 
prescribed  forms  of  the  law :  Somebody 
or  other  must,  consequently,  be  answerable 
for  it. — When  the  Petition  of  Right  was 
presented  to  Charles  the  ¥i§^,  the  House 
of  Commons  would  not  accept  of  the 
King*8  Answer,  though  yielding  to  their 
wishes,  because  it  was  not  couched  in  the 
precise  and  formal  phrase  of  the  law :  they« 
therefore  addressed  the  King  for  a  more 
fu I !,  explicit,  and  satisfactory  Answer.  Nor 
were  they  contented,  until  the  King  com- 
ing down  to  the  House  of  Commons  to|d 
thrra,  "  He  bad  an  answer  now  to  give, 
he  was  sure  would  please  them;"  and 
accordingly,  when  they  again  presented 
the  Petition-^e  returned  Uie  desired  An- 
swer ip  the  precise  legal  form.  "  Soil 
droit  fait  comme  il  est  desire,"  with  which 
they  V.  ere  satisfied.* 

As  the  Legislative  is  kept  distinct  from 
the  ExeouiivPjSo  is  ihe  Judicial  from  each 
and  t^olh.  An  English  court  of  law  is  an 
object  worthy  the  contemplation  of  every 
mind  that  deh^'.bts  in  Justice.  So  is  every 
step  of  constitutional  legal  proceeding- 
Is  any  person  accused  of  having  com- 
mitted an  ofience,  information  u^jon  oath. 
roust  be  given  before  a  sworn  ma- 
gistrate, who  is  authorised  to  admit  him 
to  bail,  or  commit  him  to  prison  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  Offence.  In  which 
last  case,  the  warrant  must  clearly  set 
forth  the  charge,  and  must  have  a  lawful 
conclusion ;  that  is,  that  the  party  shall 
be  detained  to  answer  the  law,  or  till 
delivered  by  due  course  and  process  of 
law.  The  sworn  Information  before  a 
swora  magistrate,  is  transmitted  by  him  to 


*  2  Cobbett's  P^l.  Hist,  409- 
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the  Clerk  of  the  Grown  to  be  put  into  the 
form  of  an  Indictment,  which  is  laid  be- 
fore a  Grand  Jury  of  23  eqiMds  of  the 
accu^,  who  find,  or  ignore,  the  bill.  In  the 
first  case,  he  ia  put  upon  hit  trial,  when, 
according  to  the  sworn  eridence,  before 
girea,  the  witnesses  confronted  with  the 
accused,  twelve  men  on  -their  oaths  as- 
certain the  fact,  and  the  Judge  upon  his 
oath  determines  the  law :  should  the  party 
be  acquitted ,  he  can  heTer  be  troubled  again 
ibrthe  same  oifence,  he  can  plead  his  ataer- 
Jeis  acquit  from  the  records  of  the  court ; 
which  will  be  a  bar  to  further  proceedings 
against  him.  Should  he  be  convicted,  he 
is  committed  by  a  warrant  in  execution, 
issuing  from  the  lawful  authority,  to  hear 
and  Setermine  cwises — stating  the  offence, 
and  concluding,  that  the  party  be  safely 
kept,  till  delivered  by  due  course  of  law. 
Should  he  be  molested  again  on  the  same 
charge,  he  can  plead  his  auiafois  convkt^-^ 
which  stops  all  further  annoyance. 

In  these  wise  and  cautions  proceedings, 
no  one  party  can  take  any  two  successive 
steps :  The  Jury  ascertains  the  fact ;  the 
Judge  applies  the  law ;  the  Sheriff  exe- 
cutes,the  Sentence.  Such  is  the  gilarded 
practice  of  the  law.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
all  these  wise  provisions  and  regulations, 
does  the  House  of  Commons,  only  one, 
•jnd  the  lowest  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
take  to  itself  the  functions  and  powers 
of  the  whole  Legislative,  Executive,  and 
Judicial.  Skipping  over  all  interme- 
diate steps,  over. leaping  all  the  consti- 
tutional boundaries,  they  jump  at  once 
from  accusation  to  punishment — the  high- 
est, short  of  death,  that  can  be  inflicted — 
Imprisonment ;  and  illegal,  because  inde- 
finite. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
will,  no  doubt,  be  able  to  shew  an  exam- 
ple, which  may  be  erroneously  termed  a 
Precedent,  of  a  Warrant  similar  to  that  by 
'  which  Mr.  Jones  has  been  committed  to 
'Newgate.  He  will,  no  doubt,  be  able  to 
point  out  the  time  when  such  Warrants 
were  issued ;  but,  it  must  be  observed,  that 
it  is  as  strongly  marked  with  the  stamp  of 
illegality,  as  every  other  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeding :  in  fact,  it  wants  every  ingre- 
dient of  a  lawful  Warrant :  it  neither  issues 
from  lawful  authority,  nor  contains  lawful 
cause,  nor  has  a  lawful  conclusion.  Of 
this,  the  case  above  quoted  of  the  illegal 
Warrant,  under  the  Great  Seal,  for  the  ap- 
prehension  of  the  notorious  felon ;  the 
act  of  the  2nd  of  Henry  the  4th;  2nd 
Institute,  ^;  atod  3rd  Institute,  209,  are 


in  proof.  Should  any  more  be  wanting, 
the  1st  Roll.  Rep.  337,  may  be  added; 
which  says,  "  If  a  Warrant  of  Commit* 
"  ment  be  for  imprisoning  a  man  till  fur- 
''  ther  order,  it  hath  betn  held  ill;  for  it 
"  should  bt  until  the  party  be  delivered 
*'  by  due  course  of  Law.*' 

Having  now  stated  the  mode  adopted 
by  the  House  of  Commons  in  asserting  its 
right  to  avenge  itself,  for  what  it  is  pleased 
to  call  a  breach  of  its  PriTileges,  when 
the  authprities  which  have  been  adduced 
are  considered  with  that  attention  to  Whick. 
they  are  so  eminently  intitled.  It  cannot 
be  thought  presumptuous  to  say.  That  each 
and  all  of  these  proceedings  are  contrary 
to  the  Common  Law,  to  Magna  Charts, 
the  Petition  of  Right,  the  Act  of  Habeas 
Corpus,  the  Bill  of' Rights,  the  basis  6f 
the  Revolution,  the  compact  between  King 
and  People ;  the  Act  of  Settlement,  the 
condition  by  which  the  King  holds  his 
Crown ;  and  the  numerous  Statutes  which 
have  provided  for  the  Liberty  of  the  Sub- 
ject : — ^That  by  so  doing,  instead  of  claim- 
ing, modestly  and  necessarily,  the  Prtvi* 
lege  of  wearing  a  shield  to  protect  them- 
selves against  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
or  any  other  annoyance,  that  may  ac- 
tually obstruct  them  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  to  and  for  the  People,  the  House 
of  Commons  has  assumed  the  Flower  of 
asing  a  sword  against  the  Liberties  of  that 
people;  those  Liberties  which  they  are 
bound,  in  apeculiar  manner,  to  maintain  and 
defend  : — ^That,  by  proceeding  thus,  they 
have  exercised  a  jurisdiction  not  Tested 
in  them ;  a  jurisdiction  beyond  the  limits 
of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  whilst ' 
Magna  Charta  remains  unrepealed ;  and 
repealed  it  can  never  be,  till  England 
shall  have  found  her  grave  in  the  corrup- 
tion of  a  House  of  Commons: — That« 
by  this  act,  they  confound  the  Legis1a6Te» 
mecutlve,  and  Judicial  functions ;  which 
the  Constitution  has  wisely  ordained  shall 
alway  be  kept  separate  and  distinctt 

Being  but  one  and  the  inferior  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  it  has  shot  beyond  its 
due  limits ;  not  a  tendril  only  (anexube- 
raaee  instantly  to  be  lopped),  but  pushed 
forth  its  arms  till  they  over-  top  the  other 
trees  of  the  forest ;  rendering  all  beneatli 
its  shade,  and  within  the  reach  of  its  in- 
fluence,  noxious  and  unwholesome. 

They  have  done  a  Wrong  without  a  Re* 
medy ;  and  have  put  a  sidgect  out  of  the  Pro- 
tection of  the  Law,  by  dooming  hhn  to  in* 
definite  imprisonmentwithout  bail,  oi^  main- 
prize —pre  vented  from  bis  Writ  of  Haliea« 
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Corpas,  and  debarred  of  all  redress."^- 
Thus  subjecting  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple to  a  capricious  Vote  and  discretionary 
kesoltttion  of  the  Lower  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Hitherto  this  question.has  been  argued 
on  its  own  merits,  from  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  Common  Law^  and  positive 
provisions  of  the  Statutes,  all  concurring 
on  the  same  point,  the  assurance  of  the 
personal  Liberty  of  the  Subject,  which  is 
not  to  be  restrained  but  by  virtive  of  a 
warrant  issuing  from  lawful  authority, 
grounded  on  an  information  upon  oath. 

Of  Lawful  Warrants  there  are  three 
sorts  : 

1st.  A  Warrant  of  Apprehension ;  in 
which  must  be  recited  the  deposition  upon 
oath,  and  which  must  conclude  with  an 
order  to  bring  the  ottender  before  some 
magistrate,  "  to  be  further  dealt  with  ac- 
"  cording  to  law." 

2dly.  A  Warrant  of  Commitment;  the 
offence  not  being  bailable,  which  must 
set  out  particularly,  the  sworn  deposition 
of  the  informant,  and  must  conclude  le- 
gally, with  a  mandate  to  the  jailor  to  de- 
tain his  prisoner,  "  to  answer  the  law." 

3dly.  A  Warrant  in  Execution  after  the 
party  has  been  ^nd  guilty,  by  a  Jury  of 
his  equals.  Which  must  contain  a  copy 
of  the  record  of  conTiciion  and  of  the 
Judgment;  must  set  out  precisely  the 
Sentence  to  be  executed  according  to 
Law,  and  conclude  with  an  injunction  to 
keep  the  convicted  person  in  safe  custody, 
till  he  shall  be  delivered  ljy  course  of  Law : 
that  is,  till  the  expiration  of  the  definite 
Sentence. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  apply  all  the  Ar- 
guments, Cases,  and  Authorities  referred 
to  in  the  progress  of  this  enquiry,  to  the 
case  of  Mr,  Jones  individually,  from  an 
anxious  wish  to  have  the  subject  consi- 
dered in  every  point  of  view.  The  pi^ic- 
tice  of  the  Courts  of  Law  authorized  to 
take  cognizance  of  offences  and  to  inflict 
punishments,  has  been  traced  through 
every  step ;  it  now  remains  to  contra-^t 
this  legal  practice  with  the  proceedings 
.  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

John  Gale  Jones  having  (according  to 
,  the  words  of  the  Speaker's  Warrant)  writ- 
.  ten  and  caused  to  be  printed  "  A  certain 
Paper  containing  libellous  reflections  on 
,tb«  character  and  conduct  of  the  House  of 
.  Commons,  and  of  some  of  the  members 
thereof,"  (viz.,  Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr.  Wind- 
ham) the  former  gentleman^  not  being  in 


the  habit,  perhaps,  of  reflecting;  that  the 
known  laws  of  his  country  would  give  him 
ample  redress  if  he  had  sustained  any  wrong, 
complained  of  what  he  fancifully  called 
a  Breach  of  Privilege,  which  he  as  whim- 
sical )y  grounded  on  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
Whereupon,  Mr.  Gale  Jones  having  been 
brought  before  the  House  and  acknow- 
ledged himself  the  author,  was  adjudged, 
according  to  the  Speaker's  Warrant,  (or 
rather  prejudged)  /^'%  of  a  gross  libel, 
an<jl  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  during' 
pleasure. 

Let  us  apply  the  Rules  of  the  Law  and 
Arguments  of  the  Judges  before  stated,  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Jones. 

1st.  The  proceedings^  are  upon  bare 
suggestion,  contrary  to  Magna  Charta. 

2dly.  Mr.  Jones  is  called  upon  to  crt* 
minate  himself,  contrary  to  common  sense, 
and  every  principle  of  the  law. 

3dly.  The  House  of  Commons  ascer- 
tain the  fact  without  Evidence,  being  in- 
capable of  administering  an  oath. 

4thly.  They  previously  determine  the 
guilt  without  appealing  to  any  law. 

5thly.  They  deliver  Judgment  without 
Trial. 

6thly.  They  pass  a  Sentence  of  inde- 
finite Imprisonment,  coiitrary  to  law. 

7thly.  The  Speaker  issues  a  Warrant  of 
Commitment  illegal  in  the  gross,  and  in 
all  its  ingredients — no  lawful  authority- 
no  lawful  cause — no  lawful  conclusion-— 
and  wanting  that  essential  stamp  of  law, 
a  Seal  of  Office.  That  the  public  may 
exercise  its  own  judgment,  however,  the 
Warrant  is  here  set  forth. 

"  Meraaii,  21**  dit  Februarii,  1810. 

**  Whereas  the  Hbuse  of  Commons  hath 
''  this  day  adjudged,  that  John  Gale  Jones, 
*'  naving  written  and  caused  to  be  printed 
"  a  certain  Paper  containing  lihcUouM  re- 
*'  flections,  on  the  character  and  conduct 
''of  the  said  House  and  of  some  of  the 
"  Members  thereof,  is  thereby  gjuxU^  of  a 
"high  breach  of  the  Privileges  of  the 
"  said  House.  And,  whereas  the  said 
"  House  hath  thereupon  ordered,  Hiat  the 
*'  said  John  Gale  Jones  be  for  his  said  of- 
"  fence  committed  to  his  Majesty's  Gaol  of 
'*  Newgate  :  These  are  therefore  to  re- 
''  quire  you,  the  Keeper  of  his  Majesty's 
"  Gaol  of  Newgate,  to  receive  into  your 
*'  custody  the  body  of  the  said  John  Gale 
*'  Jones,  and  him  safely  to  keep  in  yoor 
"  custody,  dwrins  the  pkamre  of  the  said 
'*  House;  for  w^ich  this  shall  be  your 
t*  BufiOicient  Warrant. — Given  under  my 
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•*  Hand  this  2l8t  day  of  Febmary,  1810. 

Chxkubs*  Ahbot,  Speaker." 
To  the  Keeper  qfkis  Majesty's 
Gaol  qfNewgaie. 

Let  this  Instrument—Uii^  thing  mi  ge* 
ii^i^-'be  contrasted  with  the  description 
^bove  giyen  of  the  properties  of  a  lawful 
Warrant.  Docs  it  not  evidently  appear, 
that  this  piece  of  unsealed  paper  .signed 
by  the  Speaker,  by  which  an  untried  sub- 
ject has  been  outlawed,  bears  no  feature 
of  Legality?  And  that  from  the  com- 
mencement  of  this  proceeding — ?n  its  pro- 
gress and  to  its  conclusion-— th^re  is  not 
one  step  that  has  not  been  marked  in  a 
peculiar  manner  with  disrespect  for  the 
iaws^-a  disrespect  in  which  all  the  parts 
bave  been  wonderfully  consistent  through- 
oat,  in  constituting  tne  most  iMi lawful  act 
the  mind  of  man  can  possibly  conceive. 

Let  the  case  of  Mr.  Jones  now  be  mea- 
sured by  the  Arguments  of  the  Judges 
befor>s  cited :  which  Arguments  were  held 
by  the  t^ouse  of  Lords  as  conclusive 
•gainst  its  pretensions/    ^ 

The  Judges  claimed  and  insisted  upon 
the  benefit  of  the  Common  Law,  Magna 
Cbarta,  and  Trial  by  Jury,  far  viny  fh^g 
in  which  they  might  have  done  wrong;  not 
because  they  were  Judges,  but  because 
they  were  commoners  of  l^gland.  They 
denied  and  rejected  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Lords,  and  assigned  their  reasons : 
"  Because,  in  that  case,  the  fact  would  be 
V  asqertaiued,  and  the  law  would  t>e  de- 
'*  termlned  by  the  same  party,  and  that 
*'  if  they  should.  <)e  punished  by  tl\e 
*'  Lords,  that  would  not  p^jent  4heir 
^*  being  call«?d  to  answer  agam  in  the 
•*  Couru  of  Westminster^hall,  where  they 
<«  could  not  plead  an  autetjbis  eofwict,  or 
*'  auUrfois  acquit :  and  so,  they  might  be 
*'  punished  twice  for  the  same  offence." 

Let  us  apply  this  reasoning  to  the  case 
before  us :  It  hath  been  shewn,  that  the 
Common  Law,  Magna  Charta,  and  Trial 
by  Jury  have  been  violated.  We  find 
Mr.  Jones  imprisoned  for  an  act,  the  il- 
legality of  which  has  not  l>een  proved— 
the  facts^  not  ascertained-— nor  the  law 
determined*  Yet  is  he  now  undergoing 
such  a  Sentence  as*  hath  been  shewn. 
And,  as  to  the  other  -part  of  the  Argument 
of  the  Judges :  what  is  to  prevent  Mr. 
Yorke  from  preferring  a  Bill  of  Indictment, 
according  to  law,  against  Mr.  Jones  for 
this  oaikisact:  And  if  we  can  suppose, 
that  any  twelve  lau^ul  men  in  England 
«^Dld  be  had  to  find  a  verdict  of  Guilty, 


then  wotild  he  be  punished  twice  for  the 
same  ofience  ?  He  could  not  prove  hit 
former  conviction,  because  he  could  not 
produce  the  record  of  his  former  Sen-» 
tence;  because,  the  House  of  Commons  is 
no  Court  of  Record,  therefore  incapable^ 
by  law,  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  record  ; 
because  the  law  does  not  allow  that  House 
to  try  and  detennine  any  cause.  To  deter** 
mine  is  beyond  its  limits,  as  hath  been 
shewn :  its  incapacity  is  clearly  proved 
by  the  legal  circumscription  of  itspowers. 

We  will  next  suppose  that  a  Jury  can 
find  no  injury  to  have  been  sustained  by 
Mr.  Yorke,  and  should  return  a  verdict  of 
Acquittal !  then  will  Mr.  Jones  have  been 
sentenced  to  undergo  the  most  severe 
punishment  short  of  death,  that  of 'inde- 
finite imprisonment,  by  an  Order  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  h>r  having  done  an 
act  not  proved  to  be  a  crime  ; .  on  the  con- 
trary, which  will  have  been  determined  by 
a  Jury  of  his  equals,  not  to  have  been  an 
offence,  as  in  the  case  of  Reeves  ;  with 
whom  the  minister  dealt  more  tenderly  by 
giving  him,  his  creature,  the  benefit  of  the 
law ;  when  a  Jury  contradicted  by  their  le« 
gal  verdict  the  predetermined  Judgment 
of  the  House  of  Commons ;  but,  if  a  Jury 
were  to  do  the  same,  in  the  present  case,  MrJ 
Jones  could  have  no  remedy  for  the  wrong 
done  to  him — he  cannot  biing  his  action 
for  false  imprisonment  against  Mr.  Yorke^ 
nor  against  the  House  of  Commons,  nor 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  nor  the  Sheriff,  nor 
the  Jailor :  that  is  to  say,  if  the  Courts  of 
Law  shouhi  tell  him,  as  they  have  tol4 
others  heretofore,  that  they  could  not  in* 
terfere  with  the  House  of  Commons. 

Anxious  to  hate  thisCase  thoroughlycon'*^ 
sidcred,  and  to  leave  no  loop  to  hang  a  doubt 
on  as  to  the  true  character  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  we  will  suppose  it 
may  be  said,  that  Mr.  Yorke  took  this 
method,  by  calling  out  Breach  of  Privilege, 
of  punishing  Mr.  Jones,  as  the  act  was  not 
properly  cognizable  by  a  Court  of  Law. 
To  this  is  to  be  replied,  in  the  first  place. 
That  if  an  act  is  not  cognisable  in  sT  Court 
of  Law,  no  offence  has  been  committed  : 
because,  an  Englishman  is  at  liberty  to  do 
every  thing,  not  forbidden  by  the  law. 
But,  a  fact  has  occurred,  that  proves  that 
Mr.  Yorke,  if  aggrieved,  had  his  remedy 
by  due  course  and  process  of  law  :  as  a. 
legal  Bill  of  Indictment  has  been  preferred 
by  another  member  of  the  House  of  Com« 
mons  (lord  Castleresgh)  against  Mr.  Jones, 
as  the  author  of  a  Placard  of  a  similar  na- 
ture (inviting  discussion)  and  found  hy 
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|h#  Grand  Jmy :  And^  in  theeTlstiiof  Mr. 
Jcuiet's  bemg  coiKyict«d ,  bj  law,  there  is 
Bothing  to  pneTent  lord  Castlereagk  from 
complainiog  of;  a  Breach  of  Privilege  after 
Mr.  Jones  hai  undergone  the  limited  sen- 
tenee  of  the  law^  and  getting  him  sentenc* 
ed  by  the.  House  of  Commons  to  unlimited 
inipritonment  for  the  same  offence.  Mr. 
Jones  cannot  plead  his  atoa^fim  cmwki, 
Ihough  be  may  procure  the  record  from 
tfie  Court  of  Law  where  he  was  convicted. 
The  House  of  Commons  will  not  receive 
b;  so  that  he  may  be  punished,  once  by  a 
Vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  contrary 
to  law,  and  by  Bill  of  Indictment  accord- 
ing to  law — and  again,*-4)y  Bill  of  Indict- 
nent  by  the  law,  and  by  Vole  of  the 
House  of  Commons  against  all  law^  all  for 
Ihe  sAme  ofii^itce,  for  the  legal  and' proba- 
ble duration  of  the  life  of  man. 

The  Speaker^s  Warrant  (if  it  con  be 
called  by  such  a  name)  which  has  been 
•et  «ut  at  lenprth,  commits  Mn  Jodes 
**  dtiring  the  pleasure  of  the  House  of 
*^  Commons.'^  It  has  been  shewn,  that  a 
lawful  warrant  should  issue  from  lawftil 
aolhority— should  assign  lawful  caOse,  and 
afaould  have  a  lawftil  conclusion.  A 
Speaker  of  the  Hone  of  Commons  is  nb 
liegal  Magiatrate-^-hts  Warrant  assigns 
iibel^is  not  libel  bailable  ?  Bat  it  may 
be  nretendod,  that  the  Culprit  has  been 
tried  ^nd  condemned— ^This  is  a  War-' 
rant  in  execution.— A  Warrant  in  exe- 
aition  by  a  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  a  sentence  of  imprison- 
ment ! ! !  ibr  a  month— -or  six  monttis— or 
a  y ear*-»or  seven  years-M)r  for  a  day— or 
an  hour!— ^ — Let  not  the  people  think  that 
this  statement  is  incorrect,  because  that  the 
hctA  stated  are  nearly  Incredible.  The 
Hooae  of  Commons,  that  does  not  pretend* 
to  a  ri|^  of  committing  any  person  for 
custody,  even  one  hour-^yet  insist  upon 
and  exercise  the  power  of  passing  a  sen- 
tence of  hnprisonment,  during  the  plea- 
sore  of  the  Honse !  Not  to  l>e  *'  delivered  . 
by  due  course  of  law^'  nor  to  ''answer 
any  law.".  For  what  kw  is  he  to  answer  ? 
for  what  ofifence  comniitud  >  Or,  is  the 
idled gttd  ofi^nee  of  so^  heinous  a  nature 
aato  preclude  the  supposed  ojSfender  firom 
bail^  By  wliat  law  can  he  he  delivered  ? 
To  what  law  ^san  he  appeaH  What  is 
the4ennof  his  confinement } 

"  During  the  pie&iure  (f  Hie  Hoiue  of 

Here  is  an  Englishman  outlawed ;  put 
iMit  of  the  proiertion  of  the  king's  law 
ty>  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who 


are  peculiarly  bound  to  proteet  and  de- 
fend, the  Liberty  of  the  Subject— Th# 
House  of  Commons,  which  is  no  coiirt ; 
which  cannot  fine  ;  which  the  law  forbida 
to  pass  any  Judgment;  which  cannot  ad- 
remister  an  oath ;  vrhich  cannot  take  any 
one  step  according  to  law,  for  the  best  of 
all  reas<ms,  because  tlie  law  recogroaes  na 
such  Court,  nor  albws  it  any  such  power, 
as  passing  a  definitive  sentence. 

But,  it  is  truly  admirable,  how  consis- 
tently the  House  of  Commons  has  acted 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  Case,  al- 
ways measuring  its  proceedings  by  the 
line  of  its  own  discretion*  instead  of  the 
golden  fneteyard  of  the  Law— a  princi* 
pie,  which  if  once  admitted — admitted  !  I 
if  not  reprobated,  and  resisted,  the  inevit* 
able  consequence  will  be,  the  total  subver- 
sion of  all  Law  and  Order.  For  what* 
makes  the  distinction  between  a  state  of 
Liberty  and  a  sta(e  of  Slavery,  bnt  beiBg* 
guided  and  protected  by  known  laws  com* 
mon  to  all,  or  being  subject  to  variable, 
arbitrary,  and  uneertain  discretion.  "  il^ 
9cra  ierviius  c$t,  Mrut  est  vagunhi  out  tucofg^ 
ftkum."  Wretched  is  the  Slavery,  of  him, 
wha  lives  under  uncertain  laws ! 

If  the  Judges  of  the  Laws  of  England 
in  the  days  of  lord  Holt,  thought  6o  justl^^ 
and  acted  so  firmly  and  decidedly  in  their 
case,  so  have  we  witnessed  in  our  time,  how 
acutely  a  Learned  Judge  of  the  Civil  Law, 
sir  William  Scott,  can  feel,  when  even  a 
presumed  injurious  suspicion  is  thrown 
out,  though  no  punishment  has  been  in- 
flicted upon  him  without  trial  or  a  fair  de- 
fence. And  here  it  iii  hnpossible  to  avoid 
remarking,  how  tender-skinned  some  men 
are  upon  being  touched  themselves !  how 
susceptible  their  feelings  !  how  trembling- 
ly alive  to  the  slightest  annoyance  !  The 
Learned  Civilian  felt  nothing  for  poor 
Jones,  sent  to  jail  without  trial,  without  an 
opportunity  of  making  his  defence.  Hia 
own  words  will  best  express  his  feelings 
on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  which  was  on 
a  charge  brought  forward  in  the  House  of 
Commons  by  lord  Cochrane,  my  moat 
worthy  colleague,  against  the  Court  where 
the  Learned  Civilian  presides  ;  when  he 
.said : 

'^  That  the  accusation  was  brought  for- 
'«  ward  against  the  Court  where  he  pre* 
'<  sided,  when  there  was  no  possibility  of 
"  a  defence,  and  thus  allowed  to  impend 
*'  for  many  months  over  the  head  of  the 
"  court,  which  could  not  demand  its  trials 
, "  and  of  course  could  not  ward  off  a  moat 
*'  painful  and  depreciating  suspicion;  this 
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V^  wns  a  mode  of  proceeding  which  could 

V  not  be  sufficiently  deprecated,  nor  too 

V  leverely  reproved.  It  was  placing  a 
'.'  manuin  the  situation  of  a  supposed  cul- 

V  prit,  in  whom  every  guiit  was  likely  to 
"be  presumed,  and  fron  whose  society 
"  erery  innocent  man  was  ready  to  fly, 
"  abandonefd  by  society,  cut  off,  and  in  a 
^'  manner  excommunicated,  he  might  in 
*'  the  end  appear  completely  ffuiltl»ss,  and 
««  prove  by  his  acquittal,  that  his  only  mi^- 
**  fortune  was  not  being  allowed,  in  time, 

V  an  opportunity  of  defence.  Notwith- 
*'  standing  the  cruelty  of  this,  many  men 
"  were  to  be  found  anxious  to  bring  for- 
"  ward  an  unfounded  accusation,  and  the 
"  world,  in  general,  was  but  too  prone  to 
*'  its  reception.  He  deplored  the  custom, 
"  and  deprecated  its  continuance ;  and  he 
"  did  so  the  more  earnestly,  feeling  acute- 
"  ly  its  injustice  in  his  own  case.'^And, 
m  these  feelings  the  House  of  Commons 
sympathized. 

He  complains  in  the  style  of  the  Civil 
Law  of  being  excommunicated.  Mr. 
J[ones  remonstrates  in  the  language  of  the 
Law  of  £ngland  against  being  outlawed, 
Ifvithout  having  been  found  legally  guilty 
^  any  crime. 

The  Rpman  Satirist,  when  lashing  the 
▼icet  of  a  corrupt  country,  particularly 
upbraids  the  absence  of  feeling,  generally, 
exhibited  for  tbe  svfFerings  of  small  men 
in  humble  stations.  The  poor  man  may 
l^9t  his  goods  and  all  his  ei&cts.  Should 
ttis  house  be  burned  to  the  ground,  no  one 
troubles  himself  about  it.  But,  if  misfor- 
tane  toaches  the  great,  then,  all  partake 
•f  the  general  sorrow : 

**  Msgna  Artarii  cectdtt  domas,  Ice. 

^  Tunc  gemimut  casus  urtns;  tanc  odimus  l^Dem,'* 

Poor  Codrus  excites  no  sympathy : 

**  Bat  if  tbe  palace  of  Artorhis  bom, 

Tbe  iM^es  cbapge  their  clothes,  tbe  matrooe 

moora; 
The  City  PneCor  will  no  p1ea<1u)g9  hear ; 
The  very  name  of  fire,  we  hate  and  fear ; 
And  look  aghast,  as  if  tbe  Qaals  were  here," 

From  the  conviction  on  my  mind  of  the 
justniess  of  the  sentiments  here  expressed 
'  by  tke  Learned  Judge  ;  and  from  as  well 
weighed  and  fully  digested  an  opinion  as 
my  rete^urches  enabled  me  to  make,  and 
my  reason  instructed  me  to  form,  I  propos* 
ea  in  the  House  of  Commons :  "  That  Mr. 
^ale  Jones  should  be  then  discharged.'' 

In  opposition  to  these  arguments,  it  was, 
in  the  first  place,  relied  on.  That  this 
power  of  Commitment  bad  been  e>:erci«ed 


.— fo  his  Ccmtitfier^  ^♦H 

for  three  bundled  years.  In  support  of 
which  assertion,  only  two  instances  were 
adduced.  One  of  Ferrars,  a  member  and 
st^rvaiit  to  the  king,  before  cited ;  and  one 
Mor,nington,  who  boat  Mr.  Johnson  a  mem* 
ber,  and  pleaded  ignorance  of  his  being  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Cotninoni*.  Sui 
•>f  what  importance  are  these  two  Cases? 
For  their  own  acts,  were  they  ever  so  nu« 
merous,  can  never  be  a  J  mitred  as  Prece* 
dents  to  esta)lish  tht^ir  own  claims.  Sic 
Thomas  Bromley,  Chancellor  in  the  reigi^ 
of  Elizabeth,  denied  that  their  own  acta 
could  be  cited  as  P/ec.  dents,  when  they 
were  insisted  on  by  a  Committee  of  the 
House  as  proofs  in  support  of  their  claim 
to  a  privilege  of  not  being  liable  to  be  su* 
poenaed  in  Chancery.  Sir  Thomas  Bron^- 
ley  said,  that  unless  those  precedents  had 
been  cor^firmed  by  the  Court  of  Chancer/ji 
they  wpre  of  no  avail  ;t  and  all  Lawyeip 
know  that  2^  legal  precedent  is  established 
by  a  decision  of  all  tbe  Judges,  on  an  Ar* 
gument  at  Bar.  Nothing  can  be  n^orj^ 
mischievous  or  more  calculated  to  mislead^ 
than  to  use  legal  ierins  in  a  popular  senses 
and  though  the  word  Precedent  in  popu^ 
lar  la^gu%ge  means  any  thing  that  went 
before ;  yet,  in  a  strict  legal  sense  it  maaivi 
a  Decision  upon  Argument,  one  of  whicl^ 
is  worth  a  thousand  without. 

From  Custom  or  Usage  such  a  claims 
never  can  be  set  up  ;  for  a  custom  to  ob^ 
tain  must  be  reasonable  in  itself;  musft 
have  be*n  u^ed  from  time  immemorial  ^ 
must  be  pro  bono  publico — not  contrary  ^ 
law,  and  never  contested. 

From  Common  Law  it  cannot  be  de* 
rived;  because  at  common  law,  a  9iaa 
could  not  be  imprisoned  in  any  case,  un* 
less  for  force  or  violence-i-^for  which  his 
body  was  subject  to  imprisonment,  as  ona 
•f  the  highest  executions  of  the  law. 
And,  that  it  is  forbidden  by  all  the  Statutes, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  has  been  .sufficiently 
proved.  Therefore,  unless  it  can  ba 
shewn,  that  ah  Order  of  the  House  of 
Commons  can  contravene  all  thesi;  Autho^ 
rities,  there  can  be  no  pretence  on  which 
this  usurpation  can  b^  mainUtned.  And 
to  talk  of  the  Lav  of  Parliament  as  contra* 
distinguished  from  and  contradictory  to 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  !-^Ii  is  a  phantom 
fitter  to  be  entertained  by  the  fancy  of  a 
Bedlamite  than  by  a  Lawgiver. 

Notwithstanding  the  care  that  has  been 
taken   in  the   progress  of  this  enquiry 


P« 


1  Halsell,  69.  74. 
IbidM. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


455} 


POLTTTCAL  RE6ISTER.--Sir  Pran<$M  Burdett 


[45f 


to  iceep  legal  words  from  being  used 
in  a  popular  sense,  and  to  prevent  a  con- 
Ibsion  of  ideas  arising  therefrom,  it  will 
be  necessary  in  this  case  to  adopt  the 
mode  which  has  been  inyariaMy^tiFsued, 
and  to  define  correctly  the  legaTmeaning 
of  the  term  about  to  be  dilcnssed*  For, 
by  not  attending  suffidiently  to  this  dis- 
tinction, much  embarrassment  >^is  create^ 
during  the  former  discussioiK  of  this  inb- 
ject  in  the  House  of  Commons :  few  per- 
•0D8  having  been  able  to  keep  sufficiently 
separate,  things,  in  their  nature  so  essen- 
tially different,  as  the  power  of  commit- 
ment for  a  legal  Contempt,  (or  abatement 
of  a  Nuisance),  and  the  passing  of  a  Sen- 
tence of  Imprisonment  as  a  punishment 
for  an  offence. 

ETer^  one  knows  that  in  popular  phrase 
a  man  is  said  to  shew  contempt  for  another 
if  be  turn  upon  his  heel  and  do  not 
answer  a  salute:  but,  in  a  legal  sense. 
Contempt  has  one  meaning,  and  one  only<^« 
that  is,  obstruction  to  the  proceedings  of  a 
Court,  which  every  Court  is  necessarily 
competent  to  remove.  "  Coi>tempt  is  a 
disobedience  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  a 
Court.  One  may  be  punished  for  a  con- 
tempt in  Court,  but  not  out,  or  a  private 
abuse."*  Whether  the  Case  of  the  Incor- 
poration of  St.  Albans,  which  has  been 
accurately  stated,  and  the  Arguments  of 
Jthe  Judges  in  Bridgeman  versus  Holt  are 
or  are  not  applicable  to  the  case  before 
as,  must  be  le^  tothe  candid  consideration 
of  the  Reader.— It  is  necessary  to  observe, 
that  I  lay  no  stress  upon  the  authority  of  the 
Judges  merely  as  such,  recollecting  full 
Well  the  many  Opinions  of  Judj^  contra- 
ry to  the  Law  of  the  Land  and  subversive 
©f  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject.  In  the  case 
of  Ship  Money,  the  Judges  determined, 
that  the  King  had  a  right  to  levy  taxes 
without  consent  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  People.  In  the  famous  Case  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  ia  the  King's  Bench,  af- 
terwards reversed,  the  Judges  determined, 
that  when  the  Kii?g  committed  the  Subject 
could  have  no  relief.  When  Charles  the 
First  imprisoned  Members  of  Parliament 
for  their  pariiamentary  conduct,  the  Judges 
determined,  that  the  Act  of  the  fourth  of 
Henry  the  Eighth  was  a  private  Act, 
tho''  made  expressly  to  prevent  membervS 
from  being  questioned,  in  consequence  of 
Mr.Stroud  having  been  questioned  in  the 
Court  of  Stannaries,  and  fined  and  impw- 

ed  by  that  Court,  on  account  of  a  Bill 

*  Sec  Crook,  EJia.  6^. 


he  had  introduced  into  the  House  of  Com-' 
mons  for  regulating  the  Tinners  in  Corn- 
wall. Therefore,  it  is  not  upon  tha 
authority,  but  upon  the  weight  of  the  ar- 
guments above  cited,  and  honest  argu- 
ments they  were,  of  unfeed  Counsel  ia 
their  own  cause,  that  we  rely. 

As  for  Modem  Decisions  of  such  men' 
aa  De  Gray,  Mansfield,  or  Kcnyon,  they 
will  hardly  be  worth  quoting  on  either 
sitLC  of  the  question  ;  and,  for  an  ilkistra«' 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  the  last  mentioned 
Judge  upon  this  great-  constitutional  ques-' 
tion,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Reader  to  the 
Case  of  Benjamin  Flower,  and  to  the  able 
Argument  of  Mr.Cliflfbrd  in  thatf  case;  to^ 
which  Argument  I  embrace  thin  opportu- 
tunity  of  acknowledging  myself  greatly 
indebted ;  and  so,  in  my  opinion,  are  th« 
public  at  large. 

In  pursuing  this  Argument,  the  Reader 
should  carefully  keep  in  mind  the  marked 
distinction  there  is  between  Privilege  and 
Power.  No  Privilege  of  the  House  of 
Commons  is  here  denied.  But,  it  may  b» 
asked.  Upon  what  ground  or  pretence  they 
assume  a  Power  to  punish }  Since  they  - 
have  taken  upon  themselves  to  exercise' 
this  Power,  it  is  fiiir  to  call  upon  them  to 
shew  how  they  came  by  it,  and  when  tbey 
first  claimed  it.* 

The  commencement  of  this  Usurpation 
was  when  they  got  rid  of  the  Upper  Housa 

*  Sir  Robert  Walpole  seems  to  have 
entertained  the  same  sentiments,  as  ap- 
pears from  his  Speech  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  the  Case  of  Sir  Richard 
Steele,  in  1714:  "  Why,  said  he,  "  should 
"  the  author  be  ansuerable  in  parliament 
"  for  the  things  which  ha  wrote  in  his  pri- 
"  vate  capacity  ?  And  if  he  is  punishable 
"  by  law,  why  is  he  not  left  to  the  law  ? 
"  By  this  mode  of  proceeding,  parliament, 
"  which  used  to  be  the  scourge  only  of 
"  evil  ministers,  is  made  by  ministers  the 
"  scourge  of  the  subject.  In  former  reigns, 
**  the  audacity  of  corruption  extended  it- 
"  self  only  to  judges  and  juries;  the  at- 
"  tempt  so  to  degrade  parliament  was,  till 
*'  the  present  period,  unheard  of.  The 
"  Liberty  of  the  Press  is  unrestrained ; 
"how  then  shall  a  part  of  the  legislature 
"  dare  to  punish  that  as  a  crime  which  is 
''  not  dc  clared  to  be  so  by  any  law, 
*'  framed  by  the  whole  !  And  why  should 
"  that  Hi>use  be  made  the  instrument  of 
*'  such  a  detestable  purpose."  See  Coxe*s- 
Walpole,  vol.  1,  p.  73.  See  also  6  Cob* 
bett's  Pari.  Hist.  1269. 
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of  Parliament^  and  cat  off  the  head  of  the 
King.  They  still,  it  aeeoit,  are  embolden- 
ed lo  retain  an  illegal  power  not  pretended 
to  cren  by  the  King.  But  which  these  local 
sovereigns  oter  the  King, claim  as  of  right 
But  no  wonder,  when  they  have  so  entirely 
departed  from  the  ends  of  their  institution 
•^as  was  offered  to>e  proved  by  Mr.  Ma* 
docks,and  acknowledged  by  themselves,  in 
the  never-to-b^.forffotten  rooming  of  thar 
1  lih  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nine ;  when,  from  being  the  Lower  or 
Inferior  (for  it  is  the  same  sense,  one  be. 
ing  an  English,  the  other  a  Latin  word). 
Branch  of  the  Legislature,  they  have  be- 
come the  proprietors,  by  burgage  tenure, 
of  the  whole  Representation ;  and,  in 
that  capacity,  inflated  with  their  high 
blown  fanciful  ideas  of  majesty,  and 
tricked  out  in  the  trappings  of  roy- 
alty, think  Privilege  and  Protection 
beneath  their  dignity,  assume  the  Sword 
of  Prerogative,  and  lord  it  equally  over 
the  King  and  the  People.'^ 

But,in.otder  that  nothing  may  be  want- 
ing, to  render  truly  ludicrous  erery  part 
of  this  proceeding,  which,  inverting  the 
laws  of  the  drama,  as  well  as  all  other 
laws,  begins  with  a  Farce  and  ends  with  a 
Tragedy,  the  House  of  Commons  impri- 
son Mr.  Jones — under  the  sanction  of  what 
law  think  ye  ? — Thb  BfLL  of  Rights  ! ! ! 
— Well  might  Paine  call  it  the  Bill  of 
Wrongs;  if  it  could  be  thus  convert- 
ed into  an  instrument    to    oppress   and 

*  Upon  this  memorable  Debate,  Mr. 
Ponsonby,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
under  the  Whig  Administration,  observed, 
"  't\i9.t  he  could  not  consent  to  proceed 
*'  against  individuals,  because  that  had 
*'  been  proved  to  exist,  which  had  long 
"  been  as  notorious  as  the  Sun  at  noon- 
*'  day;  namely,  the  Sale  of  Seats  in  that 
"  House."  See  Cobbett's  Debates,  vol.  xiv. 
p.  519. 

And  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
on  Uie  1st  of  Jnne  last,  upon  Mr.  Cur- 
wen's  Reform  Bill,  the  Speaker  made  use 
of  these  €xpreg8i<Hi8 :  *'  The  question  now 
*'  before  m,  is  no  less  than  this :  Whether 
"  the  Seats  in  this  House  shall  be  hence- 
"  forth  publicly  saleable  ?-*A  propoaition, 
^  at  the  sound  of  which,  our  ancestors 
"^wonld  have  startled  with  indignation; 
**  bat  a  practice,  which,  in  these  days, 
^  and  within  these  walls,  in  utter  oblivion 
"  of  every  former  maaum  and  feeling  of 
^  Parliament,  has  been  avowed  and  justi- 
^fied/'    See  p.  087  of  ih«  aame  VoIhvm. 


to  destroy  the  Liberties  of  the  People, 
those  Liberties  which  it  was  expressly 
framed,  claimed,  demanded  and  insiated 
upon  to  protect. 

-  Mr.  Yorke  has  discovered  a  new  mean- 
ing in  the  Bill  of  Rights;  and,  becansa 
the  Bill  of  Rights  declares.  That  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament  cannot  he  questioned 
any  where  out  of  pariiament  for  word^ 
spoken  therein,  he  has  sapieutly  coiv 
cluded.  That  the  People  are  prohibited 
from  exercising  their  understanding,  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  or  censuring  the  con- 
duct of  the  Gentlemen  who  sit  in  that 
House.  These  Gentlemen  all  concurred  with 
him  in  the  Sentence  passed  on  Mr.  Jones ; 
though  no  one  agreed  with  him  in  hii 
new  interpretation  of  the  word  "  Ques- 
tion,'' in  the  Bill  of  Rights—knowing,  as 
they  did,  that  "  questioned,"  legally, 
means  accused  before  a  tribunal  compe- 
tent to  punish;  and  that  the  power  in- 
tended to  be  counteracted  was  the  King's 
Prerogative  and  the  arbitrary  procecdinga 
of  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber,  which  were 
in  the  constant  habit  of  auestiooing  and 
punishing  Members,  for  their  conduct  in 
the  House,  as  in  the  Case  of  Mr.  Strode 
before  mentioned,  and  of  Strickland,  Sir 
Jolm  Eliot,  Col.  Churchill,  Holies,  Va- 
lentine, and  many  others.  And,  surely^ 
that  cannot  be  deemed  a  Privilege  of  Par- 
liament which'  is  incompatible  with  the 
Rights  of  the  People:  as  the  Lords  re- 
solved in  the  Case  of  Ashby  and 
White :  •'  That  declaring  Ashby  guilty 
of  a  Breach  of  Privilege  of  the  House  of 
Commons  is  an  unprecedented  attempt 
upon  the  jurisdiction  of  parliament;  and 
is,  in  effect,  to  subject  the  law  of  England 
to  the  Votes  yf  the  House  of  Commons"* 
— And  how  much  more  so  is  this  act  of 
imprisoning  Mr.  Jones ! 

But  the  House,  it  seems,  thinks  that  its 
dignity  is  concerned  in  continuing  Mr. 
Jones  in  prison.  That  dignity  should  con- 
sist in  punishing  is  a  novel  idea.  The 
dignity  of.  any  man  ^  or  body  of  men  is' 
best  maintained  by  their  doing  their  duty, 
according  to  their  several  stations.  If 
dignity  consisted  in  punishing,  then 
would  Jack  Ketoh  be  the  most  dignifiinl 
man  in  the  land.f     But  the  Commons  da 

*  0  Cobbett's  Pari.  Hist.  431. 

t  Lord  Clarendon  observes,  "  That  tha 
damage  and  mischief  cannot  be  expressedj 
that  the  Crown  and  State  sustained  by  the 
deserved  reproach  and  in&my  that  at* 
tended  the  Judges  by  baing  niade  ust  of 
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not  fit  in  thai  Hojose  for  their  dignity, 
but  as  Servants  of  the  People;  not  to 
exercise  Prerogative  and  Power  orer  them, 
but  to  inspect  and  controul  the  Public 
Accounts,  to  protect  Liberty  and  Pro- 
perty; to  complain  of  exorbitances  of 
rower  in  any  quarter ;  and  to  maintain 
the  Laws  of  the  Land.  They  are  the  last 
per^ns  who  ought  to  set  an  example 
of  encroachment.  If  they  become  ae- 
itroyers  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People, 
in  them,  oppression  is  combined  with 
treachery :  they  destroy  where  they  are 
boutid  to  protect.  Lvery  'reason  \$  as 
strong  against  such  an  att,  from  them  to- 
wanls  tnt  People,  as  it  was  against 
Macbeth  in  the  murder  of  Duncan. 

•*  He  if  her*  in  double  trait, 
**  Pint  M  I  am  bit  subject  and  bit  kinsman— 
'*  Both  stfong  against  the  deed — then  as  his  boat 
"  Who  should  against  bis  marderer  shut  the  door, 
*'  Not  bear  the  knife  myself." 

IIaving  now  arriyed  at  a  conclusion  of 
the  Argument  upon  this  most  interesting 
tnd  important  case,  one  cannot,  in  taking 
leaYe  of  the  subject ;  in  reviewing  the 
whole  of  the  proceeding  complained  of; 
in  beholding  an  assembly  whose  sole  bu- 
siness ft  is  to  make  laws,  atid  to  ^watch 
bver  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  al- 
ceady  made ;  one  cannot,  with  such  im- 
pressions in  one's  mind,  help  entertaining 
«  fear,  that  the  Gentleitien  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  may,  in  time,  unle^  they 
revert  to  the  Great  Principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution, be  in  danger  of  incmrihg  the 
sentence  of  St.  Paul  upon  the  insolent  and 
tyrannical  High  Priest,  who  had  com- 
manded him  to  be  stricken  for  opening 
bis  mouth  in  his  own  defence  :— -"  God 
*'  shall  sniitc  th^e,  thou  whited  wall  ;  For 
^  sittest  thou  to  judge  me  after  the  Law, 
*'  and  commandest  me  to  be  smitten  con- 
"  trary  to  the  Law?" 

in  this  and  like  acts  of  (j^wer,  there  being 
lio  possibility  to  preseivfe  the  dignity,  re- 
verence, and  estimation  of  the  laws  them- 
selves^ but  by4be  integrity  and  tttnocency 
of  the  Judges." 
>f.  : 1 ;— ^;l- 

CAPT.  WARWICK  LAltE. 

(Ccmiiimed  jroMptgi  416.^ 
At  the  place,  here  re^rred  to,  I  ended 
with  the  Sentsncb  upon  Lake.    The  fol* 


lowing  Documents  were  omitted  for  want 

of  room. The   Ist    is  a  Letter  from 

Lake  to  the  Admiralty,  in  answer  to  a- 
letter,  written  by  them  to  him  for  an  tx^ 
pAma^ion  relative  to  the  act  reported  bjr 

Mr.  Thomas. ^The  2d  is  an  Opkmm  of 

Mr.  Bicknell,  upon  which  I  shall,  hew- 
after,  x^tv  Mtf  opmion.— -^The  Srd  is  st 

Report  from  the  Court  of  Inauiry. Th^ 

4th  is  a  Letter  from  the  Admiralty  to  the* 
members  of  the  Court-martial,  covering  A 
Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Alex.  Cochrane, 
and,  as  to  the  viexo  with  which  such  let- 
ter was  ao  productdy  we  shall,  hereafter, 

have  reason  to  remark. The  5th    i« 

this  Letter  of  Admiral  Cochrane^  and  a 
most  carious  letter  it  is.  Mark  the  vrords 
of  it  which  I  have  put  in  Italics.  Bot, 
it  shall  come  before  the  public  again  and 
again,  *lill  every  soul  in  England  has  read 

it. ^The  6th   is  a  Letter   to  character, 

signed  by  some  people  on  board  of  Lake's 
ship,  the  Ulywfcs,  and,  in  this  letter,  I  beg 
the  reader  to  mark  well  the  words  in  the 

parenthesis But,  above  all  things,  I  beg 

the  reader's  attention  to  the  letter  of  Ad- 
miral Cochrane ;  to  the  language  of  that 
letter;   and  to  some  of  its  assertions,  tocT. 

1  want  little  more  than  this  letter  to 

enable  me  to  judge  of  the  writer  of  it- 
Reader,  pray  mark  bis  tcords  and  his  miM- 
ner,  Mark,  too,  his  assertion,  that  Soro* 
brcro  is  c/ose  to  Anguilla. 

Letter  from  Capt.  W.  Lake  to  Mr.  W.  W. 
Pole,  daud,  Ulysses,  at  the  Nore,  3  July, 
1809. 

Sia ; — In  reply  to  your  Letter  of  the 
6th  ult.  directing  me  to  explain,  for  the 
information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  a  charge  exhibited 
against  me  by  Charles  Morgan  Thomas, 
late  Purser  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  Deme- 
rary,  of  having  set  a  man  on  shore  upon 
an  uninhabited  island,  when  I  had  com-^ 
mand  of  the  Recruit  ;  and  also  to  state 
what  I  know  respecting  Mr.  Thomas;  I 
beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  a  man 
was  s^  on  shore  upon  tne  island  of  Son* 
brero,  who  was  a  most  inftuoooos  character, 
but  that  he  is  not  dead,  as  represented  by 
Mr.  Thomas,  he  having  been  taken  ofFbv 
an  American  vessel  a  &w  days  afterwirdil 
and  conveyed  to  Aaoerica,  where  he  no># 
lives.  I  called  sit  the  said  island  on  my 
return  to  Barbados  ibr  ^the  pmrpose  of 
again  taking  the  man  on  board  the  Re^ 
emit,  but  he  was  not  there;  itid  when  I 
arrived  at  Barbadoes  I  fo«0d^  by  an  Aihe- 
rican  New^raperv  a  st&ttemept  ef  thb  ntn 
having  been  taken  off  theUsland  in  ques- 
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CioQ,  and  Uoded  ii\  Americau-^-With  re- 
spect to  Mr.  Charles  Morg^  Thomas,  I 
beg  leave  to  stale,  that  I  never  saw  him  ; 
Uut  on  eoquity  into  his  character^  I  am 
4oIU  by  the  Captains  with  whom  he  has 
aailed,*  that  on  account  of  his  improper 
conduct,  he  has  been  obliged  to  quit  two 
ships,  and  that  he  is  now  serving  btrfore 
the  niast  in  His  Majesty's  Ship  Neptune. 

Extract  qfa  Letter  from  Mr,  hicknelt,  to  the 
Honourabk  W.  W.  Pole  ;^dated  I2th 
July,  1 SO^ 

I  am  humbly  of  opinion,  that  Capt. 
Lidke's  conduct  wa3  illegal,  however  in- 
fiambus  that  of  the  man  might  have  been, 
and  for  which  he  might  have  deserved 
punishment ;  and  that  he  ia  amenable  to 
^he  party  iiyufed,  either  in  a  criminal  pro- 
secution, or  in  a  civi)  action  for  damages, 
or  ta  a  Court  Martial,  (if  th^ir  Lordsliips 
should  think  fit  to  order  one)  for  having 
been  guilty  of  tlM  ofiences  described  in 
the  33d  Article,  in  the  Act  of  the  2Ud 
Ceorge  III.  chap.  33;  and  also  for  a 
breach  of  the  13th  Article  of  the  Printed 
lostructioos,  under  the  ^lead  ^'  Captain^'' 

Proceedings  qfihe  Court  qf  Inquiry. 

.  Pursoaat  to  ao  Order  from  Sir  Roger 
Curtis,  hart.  Admiral  of  the.  White,  &c. 
k^  &c.  of  the  8th  instaiitv-^We>  the  nn- 
destgped,  have  been  on  board  His  Majes- 
ty's Sloop  Recruit,  and  carefully  iovesti^ 
sated  the  oircumstaaces  of  landing  Robert 
JefierVf  seaman  of  the  said  sloop,  on  the 
13th  I)ec.  1807,  on  the  island  of  Som- 
brero ;  and  it  appears,  by  the  Complete 
hook  of  the  SLecruit,  that  Robert  Je£fery, 
ordinary  seaman,  run  on  the  13th  Dec. 
1^807,  at  the  island  of  Sombrero.  And, 
by  the  Recruit's  Log,  it  appears,  that  on 
Dec.  13th,  1807,  at  6  p.  m.  the  said  Robert 
Jefiery  was  landed  on  the  island  of  Sona- 
brero,  by  a  boat  of  the  Recruit. — By  the 
declaration  of  the  following  Petty  Olficers, 
iris.  Mr.  Joseph  £lvy.  Clerk,  Tbo.  Jenkins 
Seijeant  of  Marines,  Joseph  Matt,  Captain 
of  the  Forecastle,  John  Pearson,  barter- 
master,  and  Francisco  V«l  a,  one  of  the 
boat's  crew  at  the  time;  that  the  said 
Rid)ert  Jefiery,  having  broached  a  cask  of 
spruce  beer,  on  the  i3th  Dec.  1507,  for 
tneuse  of  the  ship's  company;  that  oo 
the  evening  of  that  day,  by  order  of  the 
Hon.  Capt.  Lake,  landed  by  Lieutenant 
R.  C.  Mould,  without  provisions,  or  other 
clolbiBg  than  those  he  wore  at  the  time. — 
The  laid  Petty  Officers  further  state,  that 
iiieat  Hovdd  gave  him  a  handkicchief. 


to  make  a  signal  to  any  vei^scl  that  might, 
pass  the  i&land ;  and  that  the  boat's, 
crew  gave  him  a  knife  and  a  pair  of  shoes  ; 
ant]  by  the  Log  it  appears,  that  the  Re- 
cruit did  not  return  to  the  island  of  Som- 
brerp  until  the  1  Ith  of  February  1S08,, 
when  a  boat  was  sent  on  shore,  but  n«^b* 
ther  Robert  JefTery,  or.  any  part  of  hi^  a|> 
parel,  was  found.  Francisco  Vala  states^ 
that  Robert  Jetlery  was  l^ft  in  iears»  and. 
s^ry  desirous  pf  returning  in  the  boat 
when  put  on  shore  6a  the  island  of  Somr. 
brero.— Mr.  H.  G.  Windsor,  presea^i 
Pui^er  of  His  Majesty's  Siopp  Recruit* 
has  given  us  the  enclosed  ;  stating  what: 
he  heard,  soon  after  the  time  above  al-. 
luded  to,  from  the  Master  and  pther  Ofl^. 
cers  of  the  Recruit  at  that  time ;  whichj^^ 
with  the  above  Declaration  of  tho  Petty, 
Officers,  we  enclose  for  their  Lcurdfthip's. 
information^— Given  under  our  hands,  oa 
board  His  Majesty's  Sloop  Recruit,  in 
Portsmouth  Harbour,  this  9tb  Dec.  1809^ 
— i^d  Xer,-.jr;A.  Beiffcrd^-^.  R  Dovgiut. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Windsor' $  Statement. 

Being  directed  to  give  what  informatioia. 
I  could  on  the  subject  of  a  seaman's  hayingp 
been  landed  on  the  island  of  Sombrero^ 
from  on  board  His  Majesty's  Sloop  Re- 
cruit, previous  to  my  having  joined  her 
as  Purser,  I  have  to  state,  that  on  entering 
a  member  of  the  Gun-room  Mess,  I  heard 
it  fre<|uently  said  by  the  then  officers*  that' 
a  man  had  been  landed  on  the  island  of 
Sombrero,  by  order  of  Captaia  Lake  to 
Lieut.  R.  C.  Mould,  as  a  punishment  for 
having  stole  some  spnice  beer;  that  at- 
the  time  he  was  landed,  at  well  as  at  the 
time  it  was  spoken  of,  it  was  considered  a 
very  cruel  act,  and  contrary  to  the  senti- 
ments of  alt  those  who  spoke  of  it,  or  $aw 
it  done.  I  heard  Mr.  Edward  Spencer^ 
the  then  Master  of  the  Recruit,  say,  the 
man  was  landed  on  the  evening  of  a  day; 
ajMi  that  on  the  following  morning  the 
island  was  so  near,  that  a  boat  might  have 
been  conveniently  sent  to  have  the  man 
brought  ofi*;  and  thai  either  he  or  the  offi-^ 
cer  of  the  morning  watch  (I  do  not  recol- 
lect which)  reported  to  Capt.  Lake  the 
sitoatton  of  the  island,  with  a  view  to  brinjg 
to  his  recollection  the  circumstances  of  bia 
having  landed  the  man  on  the  evening  be« 
fore,  and  with  a  hope  of  inducing  Captain 
Lake  to  send  for  him  again ;  that  on  being 
disappointed  in  that  hope,  they  feared  the 
man  must  fall  a  victim  to  &aaine,  or  a 
prey  to  the  wild  birds,  which  were  very 
lajrgfi  aad  nmaMTpu*  there^  sboold  be  not 
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j>reyiouBly  be  taken  off  by  some  ressel 
passing  the  island.  I  have  likewise  heard 
It  said^among  the  different  officers,  in  con- 
Tersation,  that  a  pair  of  shoes  and  a  hand- 
kerchief had  been  given  him  as  a  relief, 
«n  the  time,  of  his  landing;  and  that  his 
feet  were  wounded  by  the  sharp  rocks, 
before  he  reached  the  top  of  the  island, 
which  was  very  rocky  and  desolate  ;  and 
that  some  time  after,  the  Recruit  being  or- 
dered to  return  to  the  island,  to  search  for 
the  man,  did  so,  but  that  the  officer  order- 
ed on  that  duty,  could  find  no  person  on 
the  island,  nor  any  thing  to  induce  a  aup- 
position  that  he  had  been  killed,  excepting 
the  remains  of  a  pair  of  trowscrs,  which 
they  did  not  know  to  be  his.  The  cir- 
cumstance of  the  man's  having  been  land- 
ed, was  considered  very  cruel  by  all  the 
officers,  and  when  publicly  spoke  of,  was 
thouffht  an  act  of  oppression. — Dated  on 
board  the  Recruit,  this  9th  December 
JS09.— ff.  G.  Wmdsai',  Purser. 

P.  S.  I  joined  the  Recruit,  as  Purser, 
on  the  15th  June  U08.  Addres3  of  Mr. 
Edward  Spencer,  former  Master,  now  at 
No.  13,  Swan  Stceot,  Bethnal  Green,  Lon- 
don.r-yih  Dec.  1S09.— //.  G.  Windsor. 

Letter  from  the  Admiralty  Office  Csign^d 
John  BaIirow)  to  Adm.  Sir  R,  Cmtis at 
Portsmouth;  dated  lOth  Jan.  1810. 

Sm ; — I  .am  commanded  by  my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to  send 
you  the  enclosed  Letter  from  Vice  Admi- 
ral Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Members  of  the  Court  Martial 
to  be  assembled  for  the  trial  of  the  Hon. 
Oipt.  Warwick  Lake  of  the  Ulysses. 

jAttcr  from  Sir  Alex.  Cochrane,  to  Mr.  W. 
W.  Pole,  dated,  Pompie,  Halifax  Hur- 
.bour,  1st  Nov.  1809. 

Sf(;-^X  have  received  Mr.  Barrow's 
letter  of  the  i4tb  July,  enclosing  an  ex- 
tract of  one  from  the  late  Purser  of  the 
Demerary,  containing  a  charge  against 
Capt.  the  Hon.  Warwick  Lake,  for  havine 
set  a  man  on  shore  upon  an  uninhabited 
island  ;  together  with  Capt.  Lake's  report, 
aiul  AJr.  Bicknell's  opinion  of  the  affair ; 
and  signifying  to  me-the  direction  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to 
make  a  strict  investigation  into  the  case.-^ 
I  was  ttxU  aware  of  the  irregularity  of  the 
proceediifg,  at  the  time  it  occurred,  and 
when  it  was  reported  to  me,  I  immediately 
sent  Capt.  Lake  back  to  the  island,  to  take 
\  but  he  was  already  gone ;  and 
'  ^soon  aiW,  of  the  circum- 


stance being  reported  in  an  American 
paper,  and  of  the  man's  arrival  there, 
which  asfured  me  of  his  safety,  1  consented, 
afler  seriously  admonishing  Capt.  Lake,  to 
let  the  business  rest ;  but  should  their  Lord- 
ships still  deem  it  proper  to  order  him  to 
be  tried  by  a  Court  Martial  for  his  coo- 
duct,  there  are  many  persons  in  the  Re- 
cruit, who,  no  doubt,  can  prove  the  ^ir* 
cumstance  of  the  man's  being  set  on  shore; 
though  the  situation  of  the  island  of  Som- 
hrtro  is  close  to  Anguilla,  ar:d  in  the  track 
where  vessels  are  constantly  passing  and 
re-passing. 

Letter  from  Persons  on  board  the  Ulysses,  to 
Capt.  Lake,  at  Spithead,  5th  Feb.  1810. 

Sir  ; — We  the  undersigned  Officers  be- 
longing to  His  Majesty's  Ship  Ulysses 
(aware  of  the  situation  in  which  you  are 
now  placed,  and  considering  that  your  Te- 
putation  may  sofier  from  the  nature  of  the 
Charge  alledged  against  you,  about  to 
become  the  subject  of  investigation)  im- 
pressed with  a  just  sense  of  what  we  have 
seen  and  experienced  since  we  have  served 
under  your  command,  deem  it  incumbent 
upon  us  respectfully  to  express,  that  in 
our  opinion  your  general  conduct  has  been 
particularly  marked  by  kindness  and  hu- 
manity,  in  every  respect  becoming  the 
character  of  a  British  Officer,  anxious  for 
the  welfare,  comfort,  and  happiness  (xohere 
miirepresentation  did  not  exist)  of  these 
placed  under  your  command ;  and  further, 
that  we  have  reason  to  conclude  any  thing 
like  preconcerted  or  deliberate  cruelty  or 
opi^ression  totally  foreign  to  your  natural 
disposition. — Could  what  we  have  already 
declared  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  the 
present  unpleasant  circumstance,  which 
we  are  ready  and  willing  to  substantiate 
to  the  world,  it  will  aftbrd  us  the  most 
sincere  and  heart-felt  satisfaction. — ^We 
are  confident,  that  those  to  whom  we  are 
known  will  readily  acquit  our  conduct,  on 
this  occasion,  of  any  thing  pertaining  4o 
flattery  or  insincerity.  —  We  have  the 
honour  to  be.  Sir, — With  respect,  your 
faithful  Servant8,~G«>/  RMnton,  Lieute^ 
nant.— Jho.  J.  Crout,  Master.-^-^^^  Thon^ 
son.  Surgeon.— JjRn  Marsh  Luett,  Purser.— 
A.  Cawpbelt,  irt  Lieut  R.  M. 

Trial  qfMr.  Perry,  osid  Mr.  Lambert,/^- 
a  LiBEt,  continued  from  p,  3tt4. 

-  -  ' In  all  that  time,  the  pre* 

sent  is  the  second  instance  in  which  we 
hare  had  a  trial  in  this^or  apy  Court  oh 
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any  charge  of  a  criminal  nature.  And 
when  you  consider  the  anomaly  that  be- 
longs to  the  avocation— that  we  are  to  be 
judged  by  a  severer  criterion  than  any 
other  species  of  misdemeanor  is  subje(;t  to 
—that  toe  are  made  answerable  for  the 
cnminal  acts  of  others — that  it  is  a  pro- 
fession (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  it  by 
that  term — I  know  that  I  have  acted 
liberally  in  it)  which  requires  ^aily  and 
incessant  toil — to  be  performed  at  an 
unseasonable  hour  of  the  night,  after  the 
fatigues  and  exhaustion  of  the  day,  some- 
times after  the  indulgences  which  man 
in  society  may  be  occasionally  permitted 
—a  pro^ssion  subject  to  the  arts  which 
are  too  frequently  practised  to  ensnare 
us  in  an  unwary  moment,  or  to  beguile  our 
vigilance — to  partialities  that  may  mis- 
lead the  honest  judgment,  and  to  temp- 
tations that  human  frailty  may  feel  it 
difficult  to  resist — it  will  be  allowed  that 
honesty,  that  vigilance,  that  respect  for 
morab  must  have  been  exemplary,  which 
have  so  eifectually  secured  us  against  the 
imputation  of  guilt. 

Sixteen  years  ago.  Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury,  we  were  charged  in  this  Court  with 
a  libel  on  the  King's  Government,  by  the 
publication  of  an  address  from  the  town 
of  Derby.  It  was  conducted  by  the  Noble 
and  Learned  Lord  who  is  now  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England:  He  did  not  lay 
the  information  himsell^  but  he  found  it 
in  his  office,  and  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
bring  it  on;  The  disorder  of  the  times 
had  given  a  most  serious  alarm,  not  to 
Government  only,  but  had  distracted  and 
divided  the  greatest  political  parties  in 
the  realm.  It  is  not  only  painful.  Gentle- 
men, but  disgusting  to  speak  of  ourselves, 
and  nothing  but  the  peril  in  which  We 
•tand  here  this  day  can  justify  my  own 
feelings,  to  the  breach  of  taste  which  I 
commit  by  a  reference  to  the  testimony 
borne  by  the  two  Noble  and  Learned 
Lords,  Lord  Eldon,  who  was  the  prosecu- 
tor, and  Lord  Erskine,  who  defended  us, 
to  our  reputation  at  tihaf  time.  Gentle- 
men^ I  will  not  trust  my  memory  with  the 
woTd«,  but  will  presume  to  read  them  from 
the  authentic  document  taken  in  short 
band  at  the  time,  and  which  was  published 
in  the  form  in  which  I  now  hold  it  in  my 
hand.  .  . 

*  [Lord  Ellenborough  here'^begged  Mr. 
Ferry  to  stop ;  and,  in  a  sl^drt  address  to 
the  Jury,  he  said  that  he  ba4'  his  doubts 
whether,  in  a  criminal  prosecution  of  this 
laud,  a^fendant  could  f6fbr464be  docu- 


ments and  evidences  of  the  forqoer  part 
of  his  life,  as  proofs  by  which  his  mind 
and  intention  in  any  subsequent  act  coukf 
be  deduced.  He  knew  that  in  cases  •f 
libel,  as  well  indeed  as  in  other  casH^ 
even  more  serious,  this  sort  of  reference 
to  anterior  testimony  had  been  claimed 
and  allowed  4  but  he  confessed  he  had 
his  doubts  an  to  the  propriety  of  SMch  al- 
lowance. On  the  trial  of'  Mr.  Horae 
Tooke,  fot*  instance,  on  a  charge  of  treason, 
he  had  claimed  this  right,  and  it  had  been 
granted  by  the  Judges  who  tried  that  in^ 
dictment ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  he  was  of  the  same  mind ;  though,  of 
course,  it  was  not  necessary  for  h?ra  to  lay 
more  than  that  if  ever  the  case  should  come 
before  him,  it  would  become  seriously  his 
duty  to  consider  whether  such  proof  could 
be  admitted.  In  the  present  case,  Mr. 
Perry  proposed  only,  he  supposed,  to  read 
a  passage  or  two  from  the  report  of  the  trial. 
If  he  meant  to  put  it  in  as  evidence,  he 
thought  it  could  riot  be  admitted ;  but  it 
was  competent  to  Mr.  Perry  to  allude  to 
the  declarations  of  those  Noble  and  Learn* 
ed  Lords,  and  he  would  of  course  have 
all  the  benelit  of  the  allusion.] 

Mr.  Perry  thanked  his  Lordship. — 
Gentlemen,  I  meant  only  to  state  to  yon 
in  their  trwn  words,  what  i  shall  now  only 
mention  to  you  in  substance.  Lord  £!Tdon 
said,  that  considering  every  individual  as 
under  his  peculiar  protection,  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  acknowledge,  that  in  no 
one  instance  before  that  time  had  we  been 
brought  to  the  bar  of  any  Court  to  an* 
swer  for  any  ofience,  either  against  Go* 
vernment  or  a  private  individual.  And 
from  all  he  had  ever  heard  of  the  De- 
fendants, he  believed  us  to  be  men  in* 
capable  of  wilfully  publishing  any  slan- 
der on  individuals,  or  of  prostituting  ou|> 
paper  to  defamation  or  inaecency.  This 
was  the  declaration  of  Lord  Eldon,  the 
firosecutor.  Gentlemen,  on  that  day  we 
bad  the  great  and  distinguished  advan^ 
tage  of  being  defended  by  that  noble  and 
illustrious  Lawyer,  who  upon  every  oc- 
casion identified  himself  with  bis  Client; 
who  became  as  it  were  th^  brother  of  his 
blood,  nay,  the  protecting  parent  to  a 
child  in  danger,  .whose  exertions  in  its. 
rescue  neither  sword,  nor  fire,  nor  tha. 
waters  could  repel.  The  warmth  and  vi<^ 
gour,  and  integrity  of  whose  soul  struckto 
the  hearts  of  Jurors  the  conviction  by 
which  he  was  himself  so  visibly  pene* 
trated,  and  in  whom  the  elocjuence  of  the. 
advocate  was  rendered  irresifidble  by  tha 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


167] 


POUTiCAL  R£GIST£lL**£i6eif)(  qf  the  fim.  (468 


fenror  of  the  friend.  That  Noble  Lord 
flpoke  of  us  Qpon  that  occasion,  in  terms, 
which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  repeat,  but 
which  have  planted  indelible  gratitude  in 
our  hearts. 

What  we  were  then  we  are  now.  We 
nev^r  stood  upon  the  floor  of  this  or  any 
other  Court  of  Justice  to  receive  its  judg* 
ii^ent,  either  for  a  public  libel  or  a  private 
icalumny. 

For  myself  I  can  say,  that  the  impres- 
lions  first  made  on  my  mind  when  a  youth, 
and  when  I  first  entered  the  sallery  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  by  that  great 
Orator  <f  Reason  (Mr.  Fox)  fixed  my  prin- 
ciples, and  have  given  consistency  to  my 
lite.  X  have  never  been  treacherous  to  my 
first  professions,  nor  indolent  in  carrying 
them  into  practice.  I  have  never  been 
violent  in  m)r  language,  but  I  am  sure  it 
will  not  be  said  of  me  that  I  have  ever  been 
equivocal.  I  never  became  the  advocate 
of  any  cause  but  that  which  I  thought 
honest,  and  never  embarked  in  any  cause 
fiir  money.  I  have  been  ever  found  steady 
to  the  maintenance  of  freedom,  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  human  mind,  to  the 
preservation  of  morals,  and  to  the  true  in- 
terests of  my  King  and  Country.  Having 
espoused  the  doctrines,  upon  conviction, 
of^  that  party,  the  ancestors  of  whom 
4)laced  the  illustrious  family  of  Brunswick 
upon  the  Throne  of  these  Kingdoms,  I 
have  acted  upon  their  maxims,  without 
having  any  other  interest  in  their  success 
than  that  which  must  spring  tome  in  com- 
mon with  that  of  my  fellow  citizens,  by 
perpetuating  the  blessings  we  ei\joy.  And 
by  acting  in  the  middle  path,  which  the 
Wliigs  of  Erigland  have  ever  pursued,  it 
has  been  my  lot  to  be  equally  assailed  and 
vilified  by  the  extremes  of  both  sides. 
.  For  my  faithful  friend,  Mr.  Lambert,  I 
can  with  equal  sincerity  say,  that  in  his 
more  sedentary  department  of  my  con- 
oern  he  is  equally  above  reproach.  I  defy 
all  mankind  to  say  of  him  that  he  could 
ever  be  diverted  or  seduced  from  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  to  the  public 
and  to  me,  or  Uiat  any  temptation  could 
0rer  make  him  wilfully  to  insert  an  article 
io  The  Morning  Ckronkk  that  ought  to  be 
left  out^  or  omit  an  article  that  ought  to  be 
made  known. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  have  done.  I 
have  only  to  thank  the  Noble  Lord  on  the 
Bench  and  yourselves  ior  the  kind  lAdul- 
gence  which  yon  have  shewn  to  me  in  a 
ikaation  so  new,  and  to  which  I  am  so  im-  I 


The  obloquy  to  which  the  humble  but  not 
unuseful  profession  of  a  journalist  has  been, 
of  late  so  unadvisedly  subjected,  was  a 
powerful  inducement  to  my  mind  to  ap- 
pear before  you  in  person  this  day;  that 
I  might  bear  my  testimony,  if  it  can  be  of 
any  weight,  to  the  injustice  of  the  censure. 
Indiscriminate  censure  must  always  be  un- 
just— it  is  unworthy  of  enlightened  man 
to  throw  out,  and  in  this  instance  it  would 
be  very  unwise  in  Englishmen  to  cherish. 
I  am  sure  that  its  influence  will  not  penai» 
trate  these  walls  this  day.  I  feel  con* 
scious  that  the  imputation  does  not  attaich 
to  my  faithful  friend  nor  to  me;  suid  I  am 
sure  that  both  the  Learned  Lord  and  your- 
selves are  too  noble  and  too  upright  in 
your  minds  to  suffer  it  to  approach  you. 

Gentlemen^  the  cause  of  the  Liberty 
of  the  Press  in  England,  under  the  direc- 
tionof  the  Noble  and  Learned  Judge,  ia 
in  your  hands  this  day.  The  Mommg 
Chi^onicle  atsoids  now,  as  it  did  in  1793,  in 
the  front  of  the  battle,  not  only  .  for  itself 
but  for  the  liberty  of  the  press  of  England. 
The  point  at  issue  is — ^whether  it  shall  con- 
tinue to  assert  the  principles  upon  which 
the  Whigs  have  ever  acted  ;  and  by  which 
their  only  object  is  to  perpetuate  to  his 
Majesty  and  his  heirs,  the  Throne  to  which 
they  persuaded  the  people  of  England  to 
call  his  ancestors,  by  securing  it  upon 
that  basis,  which  forms  not  only  iu 
strength,  but  its  lustre,  and  which  I  find 
truly  described  in  a  recent  column  of  my 
own  paper.  <'  Nothing  on  earth  ever 
''  equalled  the  magnificent  and  richly- 
''  ornamented  power  and  greatness  of  the 
"  kingly  oiiice  in  the  Constitution  of  Eng- 
"  land,  when  exerted  in  due  harmony  with 
"  the  influence  and  authority  of  the  tiro 
"  Houses  of  Parliament  in  unison  with  the* 
'' public  voice.  The  boasted  unity  and 
"  vigour  of  despotism  is  impotence  com- 
'*  pared  with  the  concentrated  energy  of 
'*  such  a  Government." — ^May  it  be  fvt* 
petual ! 

The  Attorney  Genual,  i»  reply,  md, 
the  GentlemaA  who  had  now  addressed 
the  Jury  in  his  own  defence,  had  stated^ 
that  many  years  ago,  when  a  Noble  Friend 
of  his  filled  with  so  much  credit  the  situa- 
tion it  Was  now  his  honour  to  hold^  that 
Noble  Lord  bad  passed  an  eulogy  oa  the 
Defendant,  and  his  paper.  He  had  no 
knowledge  of  whiit  passed  onthat  occasipp, 
but  he  gave  the  Defendant  fuU  credit  fi>r 
the  correctness  of  what  he  had  stated* 
The  Defeudaatseeitted,  from  his  gestore. 


e^utU    I  will  add  but  on5  9tr4  mon.  1  to  Im  seimUe  ctf  ihfi  «cl»9VMgmat  bt 
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had  made  him^  bat  he  assured  him  that 
was  very  far  short  of  the  credii  in   other 
respects,  which  he  would   willingly  give 
to  the  Defendant     In  whatever  situation 
he  should  stand  placed,  he  should  be  happy 
to  give  to  every  one  that  credit  which  was 
doe  to  them  ;  and  however  much  it  might 
surpass  the  expectations  of  the  Defendant, 
be  should  not  find   him  (the  Attorney^ 
General)  less  desirous  of  doing  himjustice 
than  the  Noble  Lord  hid  *  done,     persons 
who    defended    themselves    were    otten 
brooffht  into  circumstances  of  great  peril ; 
bat  that  was  not  the  case  in   the   present 
instance.     The  Defendant  had  lamented 
the  absence  of  a  Learned  Lord,  a  friend  of 
their?,  of  whose  assistance  he  had  formerly 
availed  himself  in  that  Court.     He  should 
also  regret  the  removal   of  that  Learned 
Lord,   nad  he  not   been  called  to  fill  a 
higher  station.     With  the  eulogium  pass- 
ed on  that  Learned  Person  by  the  Defend- 
ant, he  (the  Auorney   General),  and  all 
who  had  witneitsed  his  conduct  in  that 
Court  must  agree.     But  the   Defendant 
certainly  had  not  suffered  by  the  absence 
of  that  Learned  Lord,  or  of  any  advocate 
whatever.      He  had   done  himself  ample 
JQstice,  and  had  proved  himself  fully  equafl 
to  the  task   he  had  assumed.      Though  a 
Defendant  who  pleaded  his  own  cause  was 
snbjet't  to  inconveniences,  there  were  also 
advantages  which  arose  from  the  same 
circumstance,  and  there  were  irregularities 
which  might  be  committed  by  persons  in 
that  situation,  whit'h  it  would  not  be  worthy 
in  counsel  who  opposed  them  to  endea- 
TOur  to    correct       The    Defendant   had 
admitted  that  he  (the  Attorney-General) 
had  conceded  to  him  as  much  of  the  Liberty 
of  the  Press  as  he   wished  to  contend  for. 
He  surely  did  concede  to   the   Defendant 
the  fill  I  and  free  diseussion  of  public  mea- 
sures.     But,  he  thought,  that  when  the 
Defendant  bad   indulged  in  such  liberal 
abuse  of  all  those  who  filied  high  situations 
in  the  State,  he  had  exceeded  the  bounds 
which    would   have   been    allowed  to  a 
Counsel. 

LoaD  Ellciibokougr  could  not  say  that 
the  Defendant  had  been  indulged  in  any 
obaervations  which  vnnild  not  have  been 
fPQtmkted  to  an  Advocate.— If  the  Attor- 
ii^y-<l^eral  bad  called  the  attention  of  the 
Oaurt  to  any  thing  irrelevant  trhich  the 
IMaadtitt  was  advasictng^  a  check  would 
'haTebeeapatto  iu  but  in  the  heat  of 
arfameatyin  svch  cases  as  the  present, 
iBlMer  ht^ii  hate  fidlete  even  from  a 
Omm1»  att>i  M«il%   afpli«abl%  to  ite 


case,  but  which  the  Court  might  not  feel 
itself  called  on  to  check.  Interruptions  of 
the  kind  tended  to  derange  the  ideas  of  the 
speaker,  and  this  rau^  he  still  more  appli* 
cable  to  a  person  not  accustomed  to  address 
a  Jury. 

The  Attokney-Gkneral  said,  if  hirf 
Lordship  had  only  heard  him  two  sentences 
farther,  he  would  not  have  interrupted 
faim.  He  never  meant  that  it  wa^  the  duty 
of  his  Lordship  to  have  interrupted  the 
Detendant.  All  he  meant  to  say  was, 
that  the  Defendant  possessed  adrantageg 
from  the  circumstance  of  pleading  his 
own  cause ;  that  he  had  taken  a  degree  of 
licence  not  justifiable  ;  and  that,  because 
he  was,  as  to  them,  a  layman,  if  he  might 
be  allowed  the  expression,  he  (the  Attor- 
ney-General) had  not  interposed.  He  saw 
what  it  would  lead  to-<-that  he  must  hear 
the  abuse  the  Defendant  bestowed  with  so 
great  liberty  ;  but  that  it  would  be  un« 
worthy  in  him  to  enter  into  the'  contest. 
h  might  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General to  defend  those  persons  whom 
the  Defendant  had  so  liberally  attacked  ; 
but  considering  the  situation  in  which 
the  Defendant  stood,  he  (the  Attorney- 
General)  determined  not  to  go  out  of  hftf 
way  ;  and  as  the  Defendant  was  not  accos- 
tonied  to  proceedings  of  this  kind,  to  allo^ 
him  to  go  as  far  as  he  chose.  He  thought 
the  Defendant  at  one  time  was  feeling  hii 
way,  to  ascertain  how  far  he  might  pro* 
ceeid.  He  was  stating  what  had  appeared 
in  another  paper  of  which  he  (the  Attor-" 
ney-General)  knew  nothing,  indoii^gdo 
the  Defendant  threw  out  a  doubt  if  he  waif 
not  exceeding  the  line  of  propriety.  He 
found  that  he  was,  but  not  till  he  had  named 
the  paper,  having  previou<*ly  sp<»ken  of  if 
in  terms  of  more  than  reprobation,  and 
scandalous  as  to  the  author  of  the  article 
to  which  he  alluded.  In  the  most  adroit 
and  skilful  manner  the  Defendant  did  refer, 
wishing  to  know  if  he  was  going  too  far. 
The  Attorney  General  did  think  that  in 
naming  the  paper,  the  Defendant  did  go 
farther  than  any  advocate  would  have  been 
permitted,  and  he  did  accdrdinely  Suggest 
that  there  were  limits  to  the  licence  he 
was  taking.  The  Defendant,  however,  had 
gainedhis  point ;  and  he  had  shewn  greater 
skill  in  managing  it  than  any  than  be  bad 
ever  met  with.  The  mode  in  which  the 
Defendnnl  had  introduced  himsetf  to  the 
Juory  was  well  calculated  to  interest  thent 
in  his  favour.  A  well-afilKCted  simplicity, 
want  af  |:nowledge  in  the  forms  of  pro* 
oeedkig)  jBaMHiy    to  do  jmtice   tft  hit 


Digitized  by 


Google 


471] 


POUTiCAL  RSGISTER.— LArity  qftU  Fras. 


[471 


defence,  joined  to  colourable  reasons  for 
not  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  others, 
were  well  selected  by  the  Defendant  for 
this  purpose  ;  and  having  in  this  manner 
interested  the  Jury  in  his  favour,  he  had 
been  seen  to  bring  to  his  aid  talents,  which 
did  not  fall  to  the  common  lot  of  man. 
These  were  the  advantages  which  the 
Defendant  had  gained  by  himself  pleading 
his  cause  to  d»y  (and  more  consummate 
address  he  never  witnessed)  but,  yet,  they 
would  not  avail  him.  As  far  as  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Defendant  in  his  speech  this 
day,  or  as  they  appeared  in  other  parts  of 
his  paper,  could  go  to  an  alleviation  of  his 
olfence  in  publishing  the  libel  in  question, 
so  far  let  his  g^uilt  be  alleviated.  He  was 
happy  to  find  that  the  same  man  in  the 
year  1810,  was  not  so  unlike  the  person 
Lord  Eldon  had  found  him  to  be  in  the 
year  1793,  as  from  the  paragraph  in  ques- 
tion he  must  have  conceived  him  to  be. 
The  Defendant  wisheil  that  the  Jury  could 
look  into  hisjnind,  and  see  what  passed 
there.  If  ihe  Court  who  were  to  pass  sen- 
tence on  tJ)e  Defendants  could  do  so,  it 
would  be  fit  that  ihey  should  be  governed 
by  what  they  saw  passing  there  :  But 
what  the  Jury  were  here  to  try  was,  if  a 
paragraph,  stating  that  certain  blessings 
were  to  be  attained  by  the  people  of  this 
country,  but  that  the  period  of  their  attain- 
ment was  not  within  the  life  of  the  reign- 
ing Sovereign,  but  on  the  accession  of  his 
Successor,  and  consequently  that  the  pe- 
riod of  the  reign  of  the  present  Sove- 
reign must  be  interposed  before  they 
could  be  attained,  was  or  was  not  a  libel. 
If  such  was  the  meaning  of  the  paragraph, 
was  there  any  man  so  besotted  as  to  deny 
t,hat  the  tendency  of  it  could  only  be  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from 
the  reigning  Sovereign,  and  to  teach  them 
to  look  forward  to  the  aera  of  his  dissolu- 
tion as  the  period  at  which  those  blessings 
were  to  be  enjoyed.  This,  he  must  con- 
tend, was  the  fair  inference  to  be  drawn 
firom  tlie  publication  in  question,  notwith- 
standing the  eloquence  which  hs^  been 
displayed  by  the  Defendant  in  giving  it  a 
different  interpretation.  Though  he  had 
attended,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  to 
the  address  the  Defendant  had  made,  he 
could  not  comprehend  any  part  of  it  as 
going  to  the  real  question.  What  was  the 
meanings  which  the  paragraph  carried 
along  with  it  in  sound  sense  and  reason  ? 
^e  had  been  short  in  his  opening  of  the 
case,  because  ,he  felt  it  to  be  so  plain  that 
ke  was  afraid  reasoiiiDg  on  it  migbt  bring 


on  obscurity*  which  simply  reading  of  it 
could  not  do.  How,  then,  was  it  to  be 
defended?  Not  by  iUelf,  for  that  wat 
desperate.  It  was  impossible  to  read  it, 
and  not  to  say  that  it  bore  that  a  change 
of  circumstances  would  bring  blessings, 
but  that  the  aera  for  their  attainment  was 
the  accession  of  another  Sovereign,  and 
that  he  woaid  be  nob'ly  popular  in  the 
country.  Could  any  man  say,  that  the 
paragraph  would  bear  any  other  inter- 
pretation ?  The  time  at  which  these  bles- 
sings were  to  be  expected,  was  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  reign  of  the  next  Sove- 
reign ;  the  public  were  to  look  forward  to 
that  period,  without  hope  or  expectatien 
of  any  of  the  promised  blessings  visiting 
them  during  the  reign  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty. Then,  how  was  this  paragraph  to 
be  explained  away  by  any  other  pajts  of 
the  same  paper  ?  It  was  ^aid  by  the  De* 
fendant,  that  the  paragraph  in  qoestioa 
was  not  in  the  large  type,  and  that  this 
which  was  displayed  conspicuously,  was 
all  which  the  publishers  of  such  papers 
held  out  as  their  own.  This  was  the  first 
time  the  Attorney  General  had  ever  heard 
of  such  a  doctrine,  and  his  Lordship  would 
tell  the  Jury,  that  it  was  impossible  such  a 
defence  could  be  admitted.  The  Defen- 
dant had  also  said,  that  there  were  other 
passages  in  the  same  paper  which  proved 
that  he  did  not  hold  the  sentiments,  here 
imputed  to  him.  To  take  up  that  matter 
drily,  could  it  be  said  that  a  man  was  en- 
titled to  put  a  paragraph  of  the  tendency 
he  had  described,  into  an  insulated  part  of 
his  paper,  and  then  to  argue — It  is  true, 
you  here  find  this  paragraph,  but  if  you 
look  three  columns  back  you  will  find  one 
of  a  different  tendency,  and  the  one  will 
correc  t  the  other.  No  such  argument  could 
be  sufficient  to  avail  any  man.  But  it 
was  said,  the  paragraph  did  not  go  so  far, 
and  that  what  he  had  stated  was  not  the 
meaning  of  it.  He  could  only  take  the 
paragraph  by  itself,  and  to  his  mind  it  had 
only  this  one  meaning,  that  the  blessings 
he  figured  were  only  to  be  attained  in  the 
reign  of  his  Majesty's  Successor.  When 
this  idea  was  in  the  mind  of  the  writer  of 
the  article — when  the  person  of  the  King 
must  have  been  .before  him,  how  came  he 
not  to  state,  that  his  present  Majesty 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  l>ecoming 
nobly  popular  by  a  total  change  of  system* 
but  to  reserve  that  claim  to  populanty  for 
his  Successor  ?  To  proclaim  to  his  reaaefif» 
that  his  present  Majesty  will  not  ootitit 
hiipsetf  to  claiia  ag  attachiptnt  on  ii»  f^ 
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«f  hk  sabjccts^  but  that  it  h  the  Sa€cesso^ 
of  his  Majesty  only  who  wlH  d6  it  ?  It  was 
impossible,  he  contended,  for  any  man  to 
wrest  the  paragraph  to  any  other  signifi- 
cation. But  what  was  it  which  the  Defen- 
tfuit  relied  on  to  shew,  not  only  that  he  had 
aot^  but  that  he  could  not  have  any  such 
tentiOients  in  his  contemplation  ?  Not  the 
•etitiments  of  Che  Editor  himself^  but  what 
Jie  related  of  another  as  being  'his  senti- 
ments. "You  must  not,"  says  he,  "im- 
pute disloyalty  to  me^  because  in  another 
part  of  the  paper  I  truly  impute  loyahy  to 
L6fd  GrenTilie,  and  state  the  expre.tsions 
of  loyalty  used  by  him/''  It  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him,  that  there  was  any  thing  like 
rational  argument  in  this.  But  the  Defen- 
dant said,  there  was  still  another  part  of 
the  Paper  which  proved  the$  loyalty  of  the 
Defenaant,  and  this  was  a  paragraph  in 
commendation  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
of  his  veneration  for  the  virtues  of  his 
father.  It  was  impossible,  either  for  the 
Defendaat,  or  for  tht  Learned  Lord  who 
had  formerly  beeki  his  Counsel,  to  hold  the 
character  or  his  Royal  Highness  in  higher 
respect  than  he  (the  Attorney  General) 
did;  but  he  was  at  a  loss  to  see  what  con* 
necfion  there  was  between  this  paragraph 
in  commendation  of  his  Royal  Highness^ 
and  this  tail-piece»  as  the  Defendant  de*- 
scribed  it,  tacked  not  to  it  but  to  another 
•nicle.    The  sentiments  ascribed  by  the 

*  Defendant  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  were 
most  truly  so  ascribed  with  the  view  of 
magnifyioe  his  character ;  but  what  argu- 
ment coula  be  built  on  this  to  shew  the 
Jury  that  they  were  not  from  the  other 
paragraph,  to  collect^  that  the  accession 
•f  his  Majesty^s  Successor  to  the  throne 

.  war  not  the  sera  at  which  the  blessings 
alluded  to  were  to  be  attained  }  So  far  the 
reverse  of  this  it  furnished  an  additional 
argument  f^r  the  interpretation  he  (the 
Attorney  General)  contended  the  para- 
graph could  alone  receive.  He  should 
not  have  thought  the  two  paragraphs  at 
alt  connected  together;  but  supposing 
them  to  have  followed  each  other,  or  to 
have  formed  part  of  the  same  article,  what 
would  they  together  have  amounted  to  ? 
A  commendation  of  the  Prince  of  WaJes 
—  a  declaration  that  a  total  change  of 
system  would  produce  an  infinity  of  bless* 
ings — ^followed  by  an  observation  that  the 
Successor  to  his  present  Majesty  woiiU 
have  the  finest  opportunity  of  becoming 
nobly  popular.  .  In  other  words,  "  Nothing 
bat  change  of  system  can  produce  the 
ll[5^ings  alludod  to,  and  his  Majesty's 


Successor— that  Prince  I  have  before  com- 
mended, will  have  an  opportunity  of  be- 
coming nobly  popular,  by  acting  directly 
contrary  to  that  system  his  father  is  now 
pursuing.*'  Could  any  man  give  a  differ- 
ent interpretation  to  the  whole,  supposing 
the  paragraphs  to  stand  together?  The 
Defendant  ^aid  this  was  like  a  postscript 
or  corollary  to  the  article  in  the  former 
part  of  the  paper.  He  (the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral) said,  ir  they  were  connected  his  argu- 
ment would  gain  additional  strength  from 
the  circumstance.  But,  if  connected,  hovv 
happened  it  that  they  were  so  disjoined  ^ 
The  Defendant  said,  the  article  charged  as 
a  Libel  was  to  be  taken  as  a  part  of  the 
former  long  article.  What  part?  The  ar- 
ticle immediately  preceding  it,  began, 
"Three  sail  of  the  homeward- bound  Ja- 
maica fleet,''  &c.  Then,  if  this  argament 
of  the  Defendant  was  correct,  it  foHowed» 
that  there  was  not  a  paragraph  which 
could  possibly  find  its  way  into  a  news-* 
paper,  however  poisonous  it  might  be  in 
itself^  which,  when  coupled  with  another 
paragraph  in  some  other  part  of  the  same 
paper^  might  not  become  perfectly  inno- 
eent.  For  a  person  oi  so  acute  an  under- 
standing as  the  Defendant  possessed  to 
hold  out  such  an  argument  to  the  Jury, 
was  to  dccerve  them.  It  was  hnworthy 
the  understanding  which  he  had  so  ably, 
and,  though  he  disclaimed  it,  ^  doquentty 
exhibited  to-day,  to  contend  that  the  arti- 
cles had  any  connection.  If  they  had, 
howtver,  it  only  made  the  matter  worse. 
He  should  do  the  Defendant  the  justice  to 
say,  that  he  did  not  believe  the  Defendant 
intended  they  should.  If  he  had  first 
perused  the  one,  and  then  adopted  the 
other  as  having  reference  to  It,  his  inten- 
tion would  be  the  more  strongly  manifest- 
ed ;  and  therefore,  if  the  paragraphs  were 
to  be  connected  together,  the  observations 
that  he  had  before  made  would  be  greatly 
enhanced. — If  there  was  nothing  in  this 
paper>  which  he  was  certain  there  was 
not,  that  c^uld  give  a  different  sense  to 
the  paragraph  complained  of,  it  must  be 
judged  of,  as  it  stood,  by  itself.  The 
effect  of  it  no  man  who  read  it  could  doubt. 
He  had  no  doubt  his  Lordship  would  teJl 
them  that  the  paragraph  could  have  no 
meam'ng  but  that  which  he  had  assigned 
to  it ;  of  course,  it  would  bt  their  duty  to 
convict  the  Defendants. 

Lord  Ellenborougr  then  addressed  the 
Jury.  The  Defendants  were  charged  by 
the  present  information  with  publishing  a 
libsl,  of  an  uni awful >  wicked  and  malicious 
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BaUtfe>  cdiKieniiilg  the  King  add  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  affaire  of  the  country, 
applying  personally  to  his  Majesty.  The 
paragraph  was  short,  and  the  Jury  would 
thereby  be  the  better  able  to  attend  to  the 
words  of  it.  They  were  these :  "  What  a 
«*  crowd  of  blessiags  rush  upon  one's  mind, 
*'  that  might  be  bestowed  upon  the  coua- 
^  try  in  the  eTeqt  of  a  total  change  of  sys- 
"  tern  !  Of  all  Monarcbs,  indeed,  since  the 
*'  Revolution,  the  successor  of  George  the 
"  Third  will  have  the  finest  opportunity  of 
•  «*  being  nobly  popular."  The  Jury  would 
apply  their  minds  to  the  consideration  of 
these  words,  and  see  whether  they  sap- 
ported  the  charge.  The  Defendant  had 
giten  his  interpretation  to  the  paragraph, 
^d  to  shew  that  he  was  innocent  made 
reference  to  the  context  in  the  paper  of 
the  same  day,  from  which  it  woula  appear 
that  he  meant  not  to  disparage  the  Sove- 
ceign,  or  to  arraign,  the  wisdom  of  his 
conduct.  This  paragraph,  he. contended, 
was  to  be  viewed,  as  part  of  the  same 
article  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Jury 
was  now  called,  and  to  be  taken  as  if  tt 
had  been  incorporated  in  it.  The  part  of 
this  article  first  pointed  out  by  the  Defen- 
dant referred  to  a  political  ev^nt  wliich 
they  all  knew,  namely*  the  conimunkation 
between  l.ord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Perceval, 
relative  to  the  formation  of  a  new  Govern- 
ment, and  another  part  of  it  referred  to 
the  line  of  conduct  observed  by  the  Prince 
,  of  Wales  on  that  occasion.  His  Lordship 
proceeded  to  read  the  particular  passages 
alluded  to,  and  ol^rved,  that  if  the  para- 
graph charged  on  as  bein^  a  libel  had 
stood  inuneaiately  under,  or  if  it  had  been 
a  continuation  of  the  article  in  question,  it 
most  have  had  a  considerable  effect  on 
the  opinion  of  the  Jury,  and  even  as  it  did 
stand,  it  was  for  them  to  determine  if  the 
paragraph  charged  as  a  libel  could  be 
•apposed  to  have  any  reference  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  writer  or  publisher,  as 
expressed  in  the  longer  article.  The 
Jury  would,  therefore,  have  to  consider, 
first,  if  they  could  take  the  paragraph  in 

3uestion  as  having  reference  to  the  more 
etailed  article ;  and,  if  there  was  any 
thing  improvident  in  the  paragraph  said  to 
be  a  libel,  what  qualification  it  was  entitled 
to  receive  fi'om  connecting  it  with  the 
•ther  article.  The  other,  and  the  roost 
important  for  their  consideration,  was. 
What  was  the  fair,  candid  and  honest  inter- 
pretation which  they  found  themselves 
called  on  to  give  to  the  paragraph  itself. 
The  article  with  which  it  was^ught  to 


connect  the  paragraph  cdled  in  qneftion, 
did  not  by  any  means  shew  t|iat  it  was^bt 
wish  of  the  writer  of  it  to  disparage  hiJ 
Miyesty.  It  acknowledged,  what  we  all 
knew,  the  virtues  of  his  Majesty,  and 
breathed  throughout  sentiments  of  loyalty. 
It  was  tQ  bit  observed,  hpwever,  that  the 
paragraph  forming  the  sabject  of  the 
present  prosecution,  and  which  it  waa 
sought  to  connect  with  this  article  as  a 
corollary,  was  removed  to  the  digtaocft 
of  two  columns  front  it.  If  the  two 
had  stood  together,  the  one  immediataly 
following  the  other,  the  one  must  hitve 
been  taken>  in  fairness,  to  throw  light  upon 
the  other.  But  standing  so  far  removed 
as  they  did,  he  was  not  so^much  convinced 
that  they  could  be  regarded  as  having  any 
reference  to,,  or  connection,  with,  eadh 
other.  The  other  question,  therefore,  was» 
What  was  the  fair  meaning  of  the  pajra- 
graph>  standing  unconnected  with  an/ 
other  article ;  ^nd  was  it  per  m  libelloos? 
It  stated  that  blessings  might  re9alt  from  a 
change  of  system ;  but  tnat  might  fairly 
mean  from  a  ohange  of  political  system. 
By  the  word  <'  total,''  it  was  dbvious  that 
the  paragraph  did  not  mean  a  subversion 
-r-a demolition  of  the  Govema^Dt»  becaute 
in  the  very  next  line  it  .talks  of  .oor  Mo- 
narchs,  and  contemplates  a  succeasipn  of 
them.  Now,  that  to  say,  that  there  would 
be  blessings  likely  to  result  from  a  chijiloe 
of  system,  was  a  nentiment  that  mmi 
not  be  safely  expressed,  was. a  length  that 
he  did  not  feel  himself  prepared  to  go.  A. 
change  of  system  might  become  necessary 
in  consequence  of  error :  error  might  b<a 
fairly  imputed  to  any  one*  There  wan 
only  one  Being  to  whom  error  wa$  n^ 
imputable.  His  Majesty,  who  we  all  knew 
cordially  wished  the  welfare  of  his  subjects* 
might  even  from  his  excess  of  love  for 
them,  be  led  to  take  an  erroneous  view  of 
the  interests  of  his  country.  He  was  not 
prepared,  therefore,  to  go  the  length  of 
saying,  that  to  state  so.  amounted  to  a 
disparagement  of  his  Majesty.  If  such 
charge  could  be  shewn  to  have  been  mad« 
with  a  malicious  view,  it  would  be  highly 
libellous;  or  if  corruption,  wilful  iaolt,  or 
any  perverse  evil  motivt;  were  assigned,  it 
would  be  clearly  criminal ;  but  there  was 
no  proof  of  any  malice  in  the  present  case. 
The  parsgraph  nent  on  lo  state,  not  p^isi- 
tively  that  the  Successor  to  his  present 
Majesty  Avould  be  nobly  popular,  but 
that  he  Wuld  have  an  opportunity  of 
becoming  so.  What  was  the  fair  import 
of  the  |>aragraph>  taken  ^\  together,  ao 
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cording  to  the  fair  sense  and  meaning  of 
Ifie  words,  neither  giving  them  a  mere 
comment,  nor  a  harsher  interpretation 
than  they  seemed  to  require,  it  was  for 
the  Jury  id  say — that  duty  properly  be- 
longed to  them.  Whe/e  two  meanings 
might  be  affixed,  it  had  been  the  practice 
in  criminal  cases,  and  particularly  in  libel, 
to  take  the  more  lenient;  but  now  it  was 
thought  right  to  look  only  for  the  real 
meaning,  whether  the  more  lenient,  or 
not.  His  Lordship  did  not  se^  any  thing 
in  this  paragraph  to  induce  him  to  go  the 
length  of  saying,  that  it  must  be  malicious. 
.During  part  of  any  reign,  and  for  a  length 
of  time,  there  might  have  been  an  er- 
roneous view  of  matters;  and,  to  impute 
nothing  bat  honest  error,  unconnected  with 
crime,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  was 
Irbellous.  He  should  esteem  himself  act- 
ing too  rashly  to  lay  down  such  a  doctrine. 
If  the  Jnry  had  no  doubt,  from  a  fair  con- 
struction of  the  paragraCph,  that  the  words 
used  were  meant  to  calumniate  his  Ma- 
jesty, they  would  say  so.  But,  if  they 
thought  themselves  warranted  in  giving  it 
a  different  interpretation,  and  were  satis- 
fied that  it  was  not  published  with  any 
such  intention,  they  would  find  the  Defen- 
dants Not  GuiKy.  They  were  not  to  go  to 
any  distant  circumstances  on  which  to 
form  their  opinion,  but  to  the  fair  and  ob- 
vious meaning  of  the  paragraph  as  it  went 
home  to  their  minds.  If,  on  considering 
it  well,  they  thought  it  calumnious,  they 
would  say  so.  If  they  did  not  find  -  it 
necessary  to  do  so,  and  could  reconcile  it 
to  their  idea  of  error  only  being  imputed, 
which,  it  was  possible,  might  prevail  in 
the  very  best  and  most  enlightened  of 
princes,  they  would  find  the  Defendant's 
Not  Guilty.  His  Lordship  alluded  to  a 
measure  of  Oliver  Cromwell'si  by  which 
from  a  policy  thought  wise  at  the  time, 
but  since  found  to  be  erroneous,  the  ba- 
lance of  power  was  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  France  against  Spain,  an  error  which 
had  been  the  foundation  of  the  evils 
we  had  since  experiencwl.  There  were 
many  instances,  where  Monarchs  the  most 
splendid,  and  who  had  contributed  greatly 
to  promote  the  blessings  of.  their  subjects, 
had  also  from  an  erroneous  view  of  a  parti- 
cular subject  given  effect  to  a  system  very 
diflerent  iVom  what  they  had  contemplated. 
He  concluded  by  desiring  the  Jury  to  ap- 
ply their  minds  Yairly  to  the  consideration 
of  the  paragraph,  which  was  the  subject  of 
the  prosecution,  ai>d  according  to  their 
interpretatioji  of  its  fair  ii^port,  to  pro- 
*  Qounce  their  verdict. 


The  Jury,  after  cfMisaltinj^  for  about 
two  minutes,  pronoudced  their  verdict — 
NOT  GUILTV. 

THR  KING  to.  RVNTS. 

A  similar  Information  had  been  filed» 
and  stood  for  trial  against  the  proprietors 
of  The  Examiner  for  the  insertion  of  the 
same  paragraph.     On  its  being  called  on. 

The  Attorney  Generm.,  addressing 
Lord  Ellenboroughj  said — *'  My  Lord,  I 

WITHDRAW  IT." 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

America. 
Message  firm  ^  President  qfihe  United 
States,  troMUnittin^  Extracts  from    the 
Correspondence  qf  Mr.  Pinkney, 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States.— •  Agreeably  to  the  request 
expressed  in  the  Resolution  of.  the  13th 
instant,  I  lay  before  the  House  Esctracts 
from  the  Correspondence  of  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  ^t 
London. 

Dec.  16, 18O0.  James  Madison^ 

Britf  Account  qf  an  ttnqfficitU  Conversatiot^ 
between  Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Pinknof, 
on  the  18M  qfja^mury^  1809,  eonxvmutd 
on  the  '22^d  qf  the  same  month.  (Tran^ 
mitted  by  Mr.  Pinhuy  to  the  Secretary  <f 
State.) 

1  dined  at  Mr.  Canning's  with  the  corp9 
diplomatique  on  the  18th  January.  Before 
dinner  he  came  up  to  me,  and^  entering 
into  conversation,  adverted  to  a  report 
which  he  said  had  reached  him,  that  the 
American  Ministers  (here  and  in  France) 
were  about  to  be  recalled.  I  replied,  that 
I  was  not  aware  that  such  a  step  had  been 
resolved  upon.  He  then  took  me  aside, 
and  observed,  that  according  to  his  view 
of  the  late  proceedings  of  Congress,  tha 
Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tives,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  appeared 
to  be  calculated,  if  passed  into  a  law,  to 
remove  the  impediments  to  arrangement 
with  the  United  States,  on  the  subjects  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  Chesapeake, 
by  taking  away  the  discriminatior^  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France  in  the 
exclusion  of  vessels  of  war  from  the  Ame*, 
rican  ports.  He  add^d,  that  it  was  ano* 
ther  favourable  circumstance  that  the  non- 
importation system  which  seemed  to  be 
in  contemplation,  was  to  be  applied  equally  - 
to  both  parties,  instead  of  affecting,  as 
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bereftofore^  Grerat  Britain  alone. — I  pro- 
posed to  Mr.  Canniug,  that  I  should  call 
on  him  in  the  course  of  a  day^  or  two^  for 
the  purpose  of  a  freecommunication,  upon 
what  he  had  suggested.  To  this  he  readily 
assented;  and  it  was  settled  that  I  shonUi 
see  hipi  on  the  Sunday  followiiVg  (the  22d) 
at  twelve  o'clock,  at  his  owh  bouse. — (n  the 
interview  of  the  22d»  Mr.  Cannijig's  im- 
pressions appeared  to  be  in  all  respects  the 
same  with  those  which,  he  had  mentioned 
on  the  18th;  and  1  st^idevcry  thuig  which 
I^Hionght  consTfteafwi^  candour  and  dis- 
cretion, to  confirm  him  in  his  disposition 
to  seek  the  re-establishment  of  good  un- 
dersi^andihg  with- as,  and  ^enpecially  to  see 
in  the  expected  Act  ot,  Congress,  if  it 
should  pass,  an  opening  f^*  reconciliation. 
— It  was  of  some  importance  to  torn  their 
attention  here,  without  loss  of  time,  to, the 
manner  of  any  proceeding  that  might  be 
in  their  contemplation,  it  seemed  that 
the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, if  enacted  into  a  kw,  mieht 
render  it  proper,  if  not  indispensable,  that 
the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  should  be 
settled  at  the  same  time  with  the  business 
of  the  Orders  and  Embargo,  and  this  I 
understood  to  be  Mr.  Canning's  opinion 
aficf  wish.  It  followed  that  the  whole  m:\t- 
ter  ought  to  be  settled  at  Wa^iington,  and, 
as  this  was  moreover  desirable  on  various 
other  grounds,  1  suggested'  that  it  wo^id 
be  well,  in  case  a  special  mission  didbot 
meet  their  approbation,  that  the  necessary 
powers  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Erskine.*— 
In  the  course  of  the  conversation,  Mr. 
Canning  proposed  several  questions  rela- 
tive to  our  late  proposal ;  the  principal 
were  the  two  following  : 

I.  In  case  they  should  wish  either 
through  me.  or  through  Mr.  Erskiue,  to 
meet  ua.upon  the  bitsi^;  of  our  late  over- 
ture, in  what  way  was  the  eflectual  ope-> 
ration  of  ^ur  emuarffo  as  to  France,  ice. 
after  it  should  be  taken  oflT  as  to  Great 
Britain,  to  be  secured.  It  was  evident, 
he  said,  that  we  should  do  no  more  than 
refuse  clearances  for  the  ports  of  France, 
&c.  or  prohibit  under  pen  iltics,  voyages 
to  such  ports,  the  elTcct  which  my  letter 
of  the  23rd  of  August,  and  ray  published 
instructions,  proposed  to  have  in  view^ 
would  not  be  produced  ;  for  that  vessels, 
i^ltbough  cleared  for  British  ports,  mi^ht, 
when  once  out,  go  to  France  insteac)  of 
coming  here;  that  this  would  in  fact  be 
^,   (wliutever   the  penalties  whigh    the 


American  laws  raigbt  dettounce  a^alnsi 
oilenders)  could  not,  he  imagined^  be 
doubted  ;  and  he  therefore  presumed  that 
the  Cfovemment  of  the  Unitcii  States  would 
not,  after  it  had  itself  declared  a  com*- 
raerce  with  France,  &c.  illegal,  and  its 
citizens  who  should  engage  in  it,  deiia- 
quents,  and  after  having  given  to  Qreat 
Britain  by  compact  an  interest  in  the- 
stript  obWrvation  of  prohibition,  complain 
if  the  naval  force  of  this  country  should 
assist  ia  preventing  nuch  a  com  me  ree- 
led. He  asked  whether  there  would  be  any 
objection  to  making  the  repeal  of  the  Bri- 
tish Orders  and  the  American  Embargo 
coteraporaneous  ?  He  seemed  to  consider 
this  as  indi.ipensible.  Nothing  could  be 
less  admissible,  he  said,  than  that  Great 
Britain,  after  rescinding  her  Orders,  should^ 
for  any  tiine,  howerer  short,  be  left  sub- 
ject to  the  Embargo  in  common  with 
France,  whose  Decrees  were  subsist  inf^» 
with  a  view  to  an  experlpient  upon  France, 
or  with  any  other  view.  The  United' 
States  could  not,  upon  their  own  princi* 
pies,  apply  the  Embargo  to  this  country 
one  moment  after  its  Orders  were  revoked^ 
or  decline  after  the  event  to  apply  it  ex- 
clusively to  France,  and  the  Powers  coa- 
nected  with  her  system. 

I  took  occasion,  towards  the  close  of  our 
conversation^  to  mention  the  recent  ap* 
poiiUment  of  Admiral  Berkeley  to  the  Lis- 
bon station.  Mr.  Canning  said  that  what- 
ever might  be  their  inclination  to  consult 
the  feelings  of  the  American  Government 
on  that  subjecti  it,  was  impossible  for  the 
Admiralty  to  resist  the  claim  of  that  of- 
ficer to  be  employed  (no  other  objection 
existing  against  him),  after  such  a  lapse 
of  time  since  his  return  from  Halifax, 
without  bringing  him  to  a  Court  Martial. 
The  usage  of  the  navy  was  in  this  respect 
diflerent  from  that  of  the  army.  But  I 
understood  Mr.  Canning  to  say  that  he 
might  still  be  brought  to  a  Court  Martial, 
although  I  did  not  understand  him  to  say 
that  this  would  be  the  case.  He  said  that 
Admiral  Berkeley,  in  what  he  had  dene/ 
had  acted  wholly  witliout  authority.  I 
did  not  propose  to  enter  into  any  discussion 
upon  the  subject,  and  therefore  contented 
myself  with  speaking  of  the  appointment 
as  unfortunate.— In  both  of  these  conver- 
sations Mr.  Canning's  language  and  niaa- 
ners  were  in  the  highest  degree  concilia^ 
tory. 
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**  There  is  a  certain  namber  of  persons  io  the  State  Prisons,  whom  it  is  not  convenient^  either  to  brinr  • 
**  to  I^M,  ijKt  to  tkt  mi  Hb^riy.    There  are  tererai  mea,  ctrkdnbf  culpable,  but  idK>  cannot  be  condemned 
*'  kgour  Ga^/x."— — NAPOUKm't  Decree. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

What  is  DsspoTnM  } In  the  pre- 

•eat  state  of  the'world,  when  goretnments 
stand,  as  it  were,  at  the  bar  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  or,  if  Uie  people  are,  in  certain  cases, 
kept  down  by  violent  means,  when  go- 
Ternments  stand,  at  least,  zl  ike  bar  qf  rea- 
son ;  at  soch  a.  time,  it  is  worth  while  to 
inquire  a  little  into  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
ferent sorts  of  ffOTemment ;  and,  as  being 
that  sort,  of  which  very  ipw  amonsst  as, 
iiei^  io  England,  have,  as  yet,  the  bardi- 
iiood  cpenfy  to  avow  themselves  the  advo- 
cates ;  that  sort,  which/  as  y«t,  we  hold 
-in  abhorrence,  let  as  first  inquire  what 
Detpotism  is,  and  endeavour  to  come  to  a 
4dear  and  tetikd  notitm  respecting  it— — 
Mr.  Adams,  in  his  Essays  on  Political 
Constitutions,  has  defined  this  species  of 
Ipovermnent,  and^  in  my  opiaioa,  very 
completely  defined  it.  Mt,  let  us  hear 
JOr.  Johnson.  He  says,  that  Despotiim 
means  "  Jbeokue  Power."  Then,  again, 
he  says,  that  Aktoimie,  «8  applied  to  power, 
means  ''  Nat  Umud,"  Hence  it  is  clear, 
iiat,  wherever  there  exists  a  power,  not 
Umited  by  any  fixed  rule,  or  law,  and  not 
colitroQlable  by  any  other  power ;  where- 
ever  soch  a  power  exists,  tnere  must  exist 
a. despotism.— -4ndeed,  what  is  despotism 
but  mirittary  pcwoerf  Like  Peculator  and 
PubIic-Rol)ber,  they  are  different  words  ; 
but,  they  mean   the    same  abominable 

thing. Dr.  Jobicson  says,  that  ArU- 

irmy,  means,  '*  de$poHc  ; — abaolute ;  — de- 
**  pending  on  no  nde;--^capTicious ;    depend- 

*^  ingonthe  %oUL** Wherever,  Ihen,  th^, 

peopler  or  any  part  of  the  people ;  >iii|i.' 
ever  any  person  whatever,  is  liable  to  be 
fnuMsbed,  in  any  way  whatever,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  party  punishing ;  where- 
ever  the  life,  libert]^,  or  property,  of  any 
man  in  the  community  is  **  dtpendeni  m^he 
VfiW*  oi  any  body  whatever,  the  govem- 
meiU  under  which  he  has  the  misery  to  live 
is  a  despothm;  or  else  all  the  definitions  of 
Dr.  Johnson  are  false.— Let  us  now  seek 
for  a  practical  illustraticm  of  tliis  theory : 
let  OS  take  a  look  at  the  hateful  monster. 


Despotism,  as  he  has  lately  and  as  he  even 
now  appears  to  us  in  real  life.  We  need 
not  go' far  to  come  at  a  sight  of  him.  He 
in  at  no  great  distance  from  us.  To  get  a 
tiew  of  his  jealous  scowling  visage,  so 
strongly  descriptive  of  that  cowardly  ty- 
ranny, which  is  bold  only  becaase  it  feels 
that  me  arms  of  the  mercenaries  by  whom 
it  is  surrounded  will  insure  it  impunity  ; 
to  get  a  fill]  view  of  this  detestable  object, 
we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  down  to 
Dover,  and  cast  our  eyes  across  the  Chan- 
nel.  ^Bnt,  to  proceed  to  the  practical 

ilkistration,  which  I  have  now  more  imme- 
diately in  my  eye,  or,  which,  at  any  rate, 
I  shall  select  for  this  occasion,  the  reader 
will,  probably,  remember  something  of  a 
certain  Decree,  recently  passed,  or  said 
to  have  been  passed,  by  the  Emperor 
Napoleon.  This  Decree  I  have  not  seen 
at  full  length.  .  I  shall,  therefore,  take  the 
account  of  it,  given  in  the  Mommg  Chroni' 
cle  of  the  22nd  of  this  month,  and  which 
account  was  in  the  following  words  :-^ — 
"  A  decree  passed  the  beginning  of  this 
"  month.  It  relates  to  State  Prisoners^, 
"  and  the  preamble  says,  that  there  is  a 
"  certain  number  of  persons  in  the  States 
"Prisons,  whom  it  is  NOT  CONVE-. 
*'  NIENT,  either  TO  BRING  TO  TRIAL, 
"OR  TO  SET  AT  LIBEJITY  — that 
*'  though  they  would  be  condemned  by 
"the  Tribunals  to  capiul  punishments^ 
"  SUPERIOR  CONSIDERATIONS  OP. 
"  POSE  THEIR  BEING  BROUGHT  TO 
"TRIAL — tl^t  several  are  men  accas- 
«  tomcd  to  crimes,  but  who  CANNOT  Btf 
« CONDEMNED  BY  OUR  COURTS, 
••though  they  have  the  certainty  of  their 
"  culpability^that  some  belong  to  difie- 
"  rent  countries,  which  have  been  united 
"  to  France,  but.  that  they  cannot  be  tried, 
"  because  their  offences  are  either  polki- 
"  cal,  or  anterior  to  the  union  of  these 

"  States !  1 !" So,  then !    H-e,  hem  \ 

Mr.  Perry  puts  three  marks  of  admiration 
at  the  close  of  this  account;  and,  he  adds, 
by  way  of  remark^  these  words :  '*  Such 
*'  is  the  horrible  Qature  of  Buonaparte's 
"  tyram^,  and  tbrn-ddfaeed  itate  qfthepeeple. 
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*»  to  whom  he  dares  90 fearlessfy  to  avow  it  !** 

^%s  18  very  good.    These  arc  sent'n 

ments  which  do  honour  to  the  person  ex- 
pressinsthem ;  and,  in  which  sentiments  I 
.cordially  JGin.  What!  put  men  into  prison, 
without  any  trial,  and  keep  them  there 
during  his  pleasure  ?  What !  imprison,  keep 
in  prison,  punish  men,  without  any  trial  ? 
What !  put  men  in  prison,  shut  them  up 
in  a  jail,  without  any  forms  of  law,  with- 
out any  trial,  and  then  say  that  superior 
considerations  oppose /their  being  hrought 
to  trial  ?  What !  send  men  to  pris6n,  and 

keep  them  there,  because 

because  what  ?  because,  \f  brouf^hi  to  trial, 
they  CANNOT  BE  CONDEMNED  BY 
THECOURTS?  Well  mi^ht  the  Morning 
Chronicle  call  Buonaparte's  gofernmenta 
*'  horrible  tyranny:*'  well  might  it  speak  of 
<f  the  debased  state  qf  the  people,  to  whom  he 
"  dares  fearlessly  to  avow  it/'  It  is  very 
Itrue,  that  the  people,  supposing  them  not  to 
be  comfJetely  over-awed  and  kept  down  by 
mercenary  troops,  who  can  have  no  feeling 
in  common  with  them,  and  who,  in  ell 
likelihood,  are  hired  and  paid  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  keeping  the  people  in  a  state 
of  submission  to  despotic  acts,  and  are, 
thus,  the  means  of  increasing  those  taxes, 
to  ^force  the  levying  of  which  is  one  of 
their  principal  uses ;  it  is  very  true,  that 
the  people,  unless  thus  kept  down  ;  unless 
thu»  assessed  with'  the  bayonet  at  the 
breast ;  unless  thus  CQcnmanded  to  contri- 
bute with  a  ''stand mid  deHvcr;*'  unless 
thus  compelled,  by  force  of  arms,  to  sub- 
luit  to  down-right,  notorious,  bare-faced 
robbery  :  it  is  very  true,  that  the  people, 
unless  thus  beaten  down  and  kept  down; 
unless  thus  held  iu  continual  fear  of  their 
lives,  must  be  a  very  base  race,  and  must 
richly  deserve  all  that  they  suffer.  Bat, 
if  they  be  trammelled  iu  the  manner  here 
^escribed  ^  if  they  be  compelled  to  sup- 
port armed  mercenaries  in  the  midst  of 
them ;  if  they  be  reduced  to  a  slate,  in 
which  they  are  obliged  to  work  like  gal- 
Jey-slaves  in  order  to  earn  the  means  of 
supporting  troops,  whose  business  it  is  to 
shoot  at  them,  if  they  dare  attempt  to  re- 
sist their  Robbers ;  if  such  be  their  state, 
what  are  they  to  do  ?  What  is  It  possible 

for  them  to  do? It  must  be  allowed, 

hqwever,  that  thiqgs  cannot  have  arrived 
at  this  pitch,  without  some  fault,  or  some 
shocking  felly,  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  Napoleon's  dominions  ;  nay,  without 
some  fault.  They  sufiered  him  to  intro- 
duce his  Mamelukes  and  other  foreign 
koops,  without  any  resistance!,  and  even 
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without  any  complaint  They  sufiered 
him  to  bring  his  Polanders  and  his  Italians 
into  France,  while  he  sent  the  French 
troops  out  of  France.  They  sufiered  him, 
thus,  by  degrees,  ^o  draw  the  hand-cufiii 
and  leg-bolts  over  their  limbs ;  .and,  whep 
they  had  so  done,  was  it  any  wonder  that 
he  fearlessly  told  them,  that  he  woold 
keep  men  in  prison,  as  long  as  he  pleased* 
without  bringing  them  to  trial,  merely  be- 
cause, if  brought  to  trial,  they  could  not  be 
condemned  in  his  Courts  f  Impudent  as  this 
declaration  is ;  revolting  as  it  is  to  every 
principle  of  justice  ;  insulting  as  it  is  t& 
human  nature ;  degrading  as  it  is  to  the 
character  of  any  thing  in  human  shape; 
still,  it  is  no  more  than  what  ought  to  have 
been  expected  by  a  peoplev  who  had 
quietly,  and,  indeed,  many  of  them,  from 
very  bad  motives,  sufierecl  themselves  to 
be  surrounded  in  their  very  houses  by  M^ 
melukes,  Polanders,  and  other  Foreign 
Trdops,  without  having  whom  at  his  back 
their  ruler  would  never  haVe  dared  so  to 

insult  them. One  of  the  greatest  faults 

of  the  French,  however,  U  their  havings 
for  so  long  a  time,  iSot  only  sufiered  to  ex- 
ist, but  given  their  countenance  to  the  ex« 
istence  of,  that  thing  called  the  Corps  i>- 
gislatif:  that  sham  of  a  representation  of  the 
people,  fonhed  by  sham  elections ;  that 
set  of.  sham  Legislators,  whose  proceedings 
consist  of  sham  motions,  sham,  debates^ 
and  sham  votings,  and  whose  sham  laws 
are  in  reality,  already  made  by  Napo- 
leon's Ministers  and  Orators  before  they 
are  introduced  into  that  sham  assembly, 
which,  for  the  far  greater  part,  manifestly 
consists  of  a  set  of  venal  knaves,  or  of 
fools,  who,  to  make  them  knaves,  want  no- 
thini^  but  the  requisite  wit.  Despicable 
as  this  Assembly  is,  in  its  doings  as 
well  us  in  its  origin,  it  has  nevertheless* 
served,  for  a  good  while,  to  impose  opoa 
the  people.  The  mass  of  mankind  are 
worked  upon  by  the  power  of  xpordt. 
They  are  very  apt  to  take  a  thing  to  be, 
and  to  let  it  pass  for,  vthat  it  is  called. 
From  th^s  cause  it  is,  that  we  seldom  see 
any  bpdy  of  men  backward  in  bestowing 
fine  appellations  upon  each  othcK  and  as* 
cribing  to  each  other  very  fine  qualities  ; 
and,  from  this  cause  it  is,  that  the  kapos- 
tors  in  question  speak  of  tbemselves^upen 
all  occasions,  as  if  they  were,  in  reality, 
Jreefy  chosen  by  the  people,  when  they,  and 
uQt  only  they,  but  all  the  world,  know, 
that  they  were  no  more  chosAn  by  the 
people,  than  they  were  chosen  by  the 
birds  of  the  air.    Yet,  from  a  wa»t  ef 
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thought;  from  a  want  of  taking  time  to, 
reflect ;  frohi  a  want  of  the  habit  of  acting 
upon  reflection,  a  part  of  the  people  do 
really  seenfi  to  consider  them  as  their  re- 
presentatives ;  and  the  vile  prints,  such 
as  the  MoniUtt^,  &c.  obviously  in  the  pay 
of  the  •  government,  have  the  profligacy 
openfy  to  speak  of  them  as  a  body,  who 
have  power  freely  to  deliberate,  and 
whose  decisions  are  not  dictated  by  tlie 
Ministefsof  the  Emperor,  when  it  must 
be  well  known  to  everyone  of  the  Edi- 
tors of  the  said  prints,  that  those  ministers 
have  always  a  majority,  and  that  the 
▼oting  on  opposite  siJes  ib  a  mere  con- 
-trivance  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the 

nation. The  conduct  of  the  Corps  Le- 

grslatif  is  by  no  means  'Wonderful ;  be- 
cause, we  see  that  the  whole  Corps,  and 
that  each  individual  member  of  it,  have 
a  clear  interest  in  what  they  do.  But, 
one  cannot  help  being  astonished  at  the 
conduct  of  the  people ;  or,  at  least,  at  the 
conduct  of  that  part  of  them,  who  seem 
to  wish  to  uphola  the  imposture.  These 
are,  indeed,  but  few  in  number,  when 
Compared  to  the  whole  nation  ;  but,  it  is 
deeply  disgraceful,  that  these  few  should 
be  found.  Is  it  not  perfectly  shocking, 
for  instance,  to  hear  people  speaking  of 
the  Aknual  Expose,  (read,  I  believe,  to 
the  Corps  at  the  opening  of  its  sittings,} 
as  of  a  document , containing  important 
truths ;  when  it  must  be  manifest  to  the 
nation  and  to  all  Europe,  that  it  is  a  string 
of  equivocations  and  falshoods,  put  toge- 
ther for  the  express  purpose  of  bewilder- 
ing common  sense,  and  of  conftising  and 
confoonding  facts  and  circumstances :  in 
ihort,  a  thing  contrived  for  purposes  of 
fraud,  and  of  tyranny  through  the  means 
of  fraud.  Then,  as  to  all .  the  Reports  of 
the  'MwUtrt  des  Pinancen,  as  they  call  one 
of  their  head  Public  Robbers,  they  are 
just  so  many  pieces  of  paper,  lines  of 
words,  and  rows  of  figures,  made  for  the 
express,  and  the  almost  notorious,  pur- 

rse,  of  blinding  the  people.  They  are, 
▼erily  believe,  no  more  accounts  of 
money  actually  received  and  issued,  than 
they  are  accounts  of  what  is  passing  in 
the  moon.  That  part  which  is  giren  to 
multitudes  of  spies  and  informers  and  that 
is  divided  amongst  the  several  persona  in 
power,  and  their  mistresses,  wires,  chil- 
dren, and  relations,  is  put  down,  I  have  no 
doiiln,  to  the  account  of  the  Army  or  the 
Marine,  ^r  to  some  other  score  of  public 
expenditure,  which  the  poor  cajoled  peo- 
ple are  made  to  regard  as  being  necessary 
Co  their  safety*    And,  as  to  there  being 


swarms  of  people  employed  to  check  ths 
expenditure,,  all  that  needs  to  be  said  is, 
tliat  these  checking-men  are,  in  all  pro-* 
bability,  appointed  by,  and  removeable^ 
at  the  pleasure  of,  those  very  persons^ 
whose    accounts  they  are  appointed   to 

check. After  a  description  like    this, 

one  can  hardly  believe  one's  senses, 
when  one  sees  a  people,  formerly  re» 
nowned  for  their  spirit,  quietly,  and  evenC 
silently,  submit  to  such  a  goVerrmient, 
having,  apparently,  in  the  present  prac* 
tice  of  it,  no  one  good,  and  so  many 
evils.  But,  the  greatest  evil  of  all  still  is, 
ih  my  opinion,  the  power,  exercised  by 
Napoleon,  or  by  some  other  part  of  the 
government  (it  is  no  matter  which,)  of 
sending  men  to  prison,  and  keeping  then^ 
there  mr  an  tnd^nite  term,  without  «ny 
trial,  as  is,  in  the  article  above  quoted 
from  the  Morning  Chronicle,  explicitly 
declared  to  be  the  practjce  now  in  th« 
dominions  of  Napoleon  ;  and  as  will  be, 
doubtless,  the  practice  in  all  the  coun- 
tries, of  which  he  may  become  master. 
Need  I,  therefore,  call  upon  English- 
men to  defend  t^eir  country  against  him  ? 
**  Last  shilling!"  Aye,  the  last  quid  oC 
tobacco ;  the  last  pinch  of  snuff;  th^ 
last  dish-clout  as  well  as  the  "  last  shirt,'* 
one  ought  to  sacrifice,  rather  than  submit, 
or  run  the  risk  of  submitting  to  such  a 
villainous  despotism.  Napoleon  con- 
trives, I  dare  say,  to  persuade  the  wretch- 
ed slaves,  who  submit  to  his  sway,  that 
such  submission  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
their  security  against  his  external  enemies, 
or  against  the  rettcm  (^anarchy  and  of  re- 
voluiionary  times.  But,  if  the  people  had. 
common  sense  and  common  spirit,  would, 
they  not  ask  him  how  it  was  possible  for 
any  change  to  make  their  lot  worse  ? 
Would  they  not  ask  him  to  point  out  that 
species  of  sway  which  was  more  odiously 
unjust  than  that  which  exposed  them,  and 
each  of  them,  to  the  chance  of  being,  at 
any  time,  put  into  prison,  by  his  arbitrary 
will,  and  kept  there  for  a  term  indefinite, 
because,  if  brought  to  trial,  they  could  nmt 
he  condemned  by  his  Cottrts  f  In  answer  to 
all  his  cries  of  Wolf !  wolf!  in  answer  to 
all  the  sham  alarms  of  his  priests  about 
anarchy  and  blood- shed,  would  not  the 
people,  if  they  had  common  sense  and 
common  spirit,  ask"  him  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  be  killed,  to  be  hacked  to 
pieces,  in  an  endeavour  to  recover  their 
lib^ties,  than  to  drawl  out  life  for  a  few 
years  longer  under  such,  a  load  ^f  misery 
and  of  infamy  ? 
Q2 
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*"  Oim  StA>p.-^---We  iau-e  «  great  nation 
hi  all  things,   but,  in   nothing  I  think 

80  great  is  \ii  our  military  staff, The 

stbck  of  Generals  that  we  have  is  truly 
dsiotiishing.  We  have,  I  believe,  up- 
iviirds  of  a  hundred  and  ten  of  them,  9ta- 
tites,  not  to  mention  those  who  have  kindly 
tome  from  abroad  to  our  assistance.  And 
yet  £luonapai*te  pretends,  that  we  are  not 
ft  military  Hation !  Why,  we  have,  I  verily 
believe,  more  Generals,  of  one  sort  and 
the  other  than  he  has,  with  all  his  boasting; 
tnd,  what  il  more,  our  generals  can  all 
'trite  too.  Heavens !  how  they  write ! 
The  account  of  the  wars  in  Guadaloupe 
alone  filled,  in  close  print,  more  than  a 
whole  daily  news-paper  of  twenty  co- 
fumhs.  We.  had,  it  appears  no  less  tban 
ien  generMb,  engaged  in  thqse  wars,  though 
ibe  whole  number  of  the  enemy  appears 
%o  have  been  but  zhont  fifteen  or  sixteen  Imn- 
ired  men,  and  how  many  of  these  were 
frenchmen,  or  even  white-men,  i^  not,  as  I 
can  see,  any  where  stated  by  any  one  of 
^ur  generals,  in  any  part  of  the  said  twenty 
columns  of  writing.  Ten  {generals  to  make 
"War  upon  los«  than  two  thousand  men. 
Blacks  and  Whites! ^After  this  speci- 
men ofournbundant  supply  of  generals, 
itie  public  need  not  be  very  much  surpri- 
sed ^tthe  amount  of  the  expences  of  the 

^ff,  as  it  is  called. Or  thel^Sd  insUnt 

a  very  pretty,  and  very  vo/«<x£fe4liscu8sion 
iofk,  place  111  the  Honourable  House  upon 
the  subject  of  i  his  bur  glorious  Staff,  of 
which  Loid  Palmeralone,  who  is,  I  be- 
lievej  a  Secretary  of  War,  gave,  as  the 
report  says,  the  fbHowing  account.—^ 
"  Lord  P:ilinerstone  adverted  to  the  re- 
"  turns  on  the  table,  of  the  Staff  in  the  se- 
**  vera)  dt^itrtci:,,  and  stated  the  reduction 
*'  of  the  General  Oi&cers  on  the  Staff  to  be 
"  as  folbw.^ :  In  the  Eastern  district  it  was 
^'  proposed  tn  discontinue  one  Lieutenant 
*'  General,  leaving  eight  Generals  com- 
^  manding  twenty  thousand  men.  In  the 
'*  South-west  district  It  was  proposed  to 
^discontinue  one  Lieutenant  General  and 
**  appoint  a  Major  General  in  his  room, 
^j'one  General  woulid  there  command 
'*  4,000  men.  Li  the  Severn  district  it 
^  was  pro|^osed  to  discontinue  one  Lieute- 
^  oant  General— Cifcrdr  /  hcflr  I  hear  i) 
"  and  the  command  would  consequently 
**  devolve  on  a  Mfijor  General.  In  the 
**  Home  district  it  was  proposed  to  dis- 
^  continue  one  Major  General,  there  would 
**  remain  five  Generals  to  command  10,000 
«*  men.  In  North  Britaih  it  was  proposed 
^  to  discontinue  one  Lieutenant«General> 


"and  one  Major  General,  seven  Generals 
"  would  then  remain  in  the  command  of 
"11,000  men.  The  difference  of  ex- 
"  pence  which  this  reduction  of  the  Staff 
"  would  occasion  was  3,171/.  as  the  , 
"  saving  could  take  place  only  from  the 
"  25th  of  March  ;  but  next  year  it  would 
*'be  17,000/.— -His  Lordship  next  ad- 
''  verted  to  a  paper  on  the  table,  shewing 
''  comparatively  the.  proportion  between 
''  the  troops  and  the  Staft*at  three  distinct 
''periods,  viz.  in  1805,  when  the  Staff  was 
"  very  large,  in  1 806,  when  it  had  been 
"  reduced  by  the  last  administration,  and 
"in  February  1810,  before  the  present 
**  reduction  had  taken  place.  By  this 
"  comparative  statement,  it  appeared  that 
"  the  Staff  in  February  last  (before  the  pre- 
"  sent  reduction,)  was  on  a  lower  scale  in 
"  proportion  to  the  troops  in  the  country, 
'nhaneven  in  1806.— In  1806  there  was 
''one  General  Officer  to  1,971  men;  in 
"  February,  1810,  there  was  one  General 
"  Officer  to  1,990  men.  From  the  64 
"  Generals  on  the  Staff  in  February,  1810, 
''  if  the  six  now  proposed  to  be  discomi- 
''  nued  were  deducted,  there  would  re- 
"  main  58,  or  one  General  Officer  to  2,1 90 
''  men ;  a  proportion  which,  under  til  tht 
''  circumstances  of  the  country,  could  not 
**  be  considered  too  great,  m  concluded 
''  by  moving  a  resolution.  That  a  sum  not 
'*  exceeding  457,724  /.  be  granted  to  hia 
"majesty,  for  General    ana    Staff  Offi- 

"  cers,   &c.*' P^y  eight  Generals  to 

command  in  this  island!  Fifty  eight  Ge* 
nerals!  But,  Mr.  Calcraft  said  some* 
thing  very  well  worthy  of  notice.  "  He 
**  declared,^'  says  the  report  in  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle,  "  that  theproposed  reduc* 
"  tion  was  a  MERE  MOCKERY.  The 
"  most  extravagant  districts  had  scarcely 
"  suffered  any  reduction  at  all.  On  a 
"  comparison  of  two  of  the  estimates,  it 
"  appeared  to  him  that  the  noble  lord  had 
'*  mis-stated  the  saving,  which  seemed  to 
"  him  to  be  only  7,772/.  instead  of  17,000/. 
''  The  gentlemen  opposite  found  ihote  in 
"  the  Staff,  whom  it  was  beyond  their  strength 
"  to  remove ;  and  it  was  well  known  that  u  a 
<'  ftibourite  ^cer  took  a  house  m  any  piart  rf 
'*  the  country,  the  Staff  was  made  to  traivel  to 

i<  hijn." Oh  !  this  i^  well-hioum,  is  it  ? 

And  a  very  nice  thing  it  is.  This  is  a 
thing  for  the  people  to  lat«w,  and  to  bear 
well  in  mind.  This  is  a  ^hing  to  treasure  up 

in  the  public  mind. >Well,  what  said 

Mr.  Percbval  ?  *'  The  CBANcsLL^Ht  of  tha 
'' ExcHEaiJER  put  it  frankly  to  the  ri^h^ 
"  hon.  gentleman  whether  be  could  ruik 
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«'  upon  the  present  admintatration  any  just 
<' charge  of  adding  to  tl^e  staff  expendi- 
*'  ture;  they  bad  presented  to  the  hou^e  a 
"  reduced  estimate  upon  a  reduced  staff; 
''  but  upon  even  that  estimate  the  right 
**  hou.  gentleman  was  inclined  to  malu 
«<  greater  reductions;  why  had  not  those 
*'  reductions  been  proposed  token  the  T^k^ 
*'  hon.  gentleman  hitmelftDiu  m  qfice  f  Why 
*'  had  tney  not  then  occurred!  $o  him  f  they 
**  wer^  surely  to  the  full  as  necessary 
'<  then  as  now ;  and  how  was  it  to  be  ac- 
"  counted  for,  that  they  then  had  escaped 
"  the  sagacity  of  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
'*  man  ?— <The  right  hon.  gentleman  put 
^*  it  to  the  committee,  whether  as  a  matter 
'*  o^  convenience  to  hu  nu^eity,  any  gentk- 
"  man  would  wish  to  reduce  the  revenue 
'*  of  those  generals  who  were  in  the  habit 
**  (^  accompqm^mg  him  m  atw  miUtary  reaiew 
"  in  the  lume  district.  Lord  Heathfield  was 
**  Goldstick  to  his  M^esty,  which  claimed 
**  consideration  :  and  surety  if  it  were  ad- 
^'  mitted  to  employ  one  t^the  hinges  eons  m 
*'  military  capacity,  it  was  not  improper 
•'  so  to  employ  him  w  the  home  district,  — 
There  needs  not  any  comment  upon  this. 
—-What  Mr.  Wardlb  said,  in  this  dhe- 
^batefWas  Tert  i«iportant»  and,  therefore, 
I  Insert  it  at  full  length.  I  be^  the  readei' 
^to  »»  Of  er  it  with  care.  It  will  give  him 
a  clear  insij^ht  into  one  of  the  sinks, 
through  which  the  enormous  amount  oi 
the  taxes  disappear.  There  are  so  many 
things  of  this  sort,  that  the  public  become 
weary  of  thinking  and  talking  about  them ; 
but,  let  it  be  recollected,  that  these  are  the 
tilings,  which  swallow  up  the  taxes. — r— 
''  from  the  manner.  Sir,  in  which  this 
**  debate  has  commenced,  I  think  it  neces- 
^*  sarVf  before  I  enter  upon  the  question 
**  nncer  discussion,  to  offer  one  preliimi- 
''  nary  Qbserratiop,  and  that  is,  that  I  do 
**  not  feel  that  his  Malesty's  present  minis- 
**  ters  are  more  deeply  implicated  in  the 
"  present  question  than  their  immediate 
.  **  predecessors,  under  whose  administra- 
^''^^tion  the  same  .profligate  expenditure 
"  abpndantly  flourished.  I  oppose  not 
^  o^en  bat  measures;  and  I  rise  bow,  Su*, 
'*'  to  attack  a  vicious,  vile,  and  corrupt 
''  systeQi.  Tie  j^acobinical  doctrine  I 
^  held  Uat  session*  has,  to  my  astoniib- 
'  ^  ment,  become  the  fayourite  tppic  with 
''  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  the  Bouse, 
*»  particularly  with  one  honourable  gen- 
''  tieman,  who,  haaring  had  the  best  means 
'f  of  informing  himself  pppn  the  sublet, 
#'  has  told  us,  that,  unless  our  expenditure 
^  is  i^edaoed  twenty  millions  wmially. 


**  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  prolong  our 
''  contest  with  the  emperor  of  the  French. 
**  Afier  this,  Sir,  what  will  the  people  say 
''  to  the  sort  of  saving  now  proposod  by 
*'  his  Ma^jesty's  ministers  I  Why,  Sir, 
"  they  will  sav«  it  is  adding  insMlt  to  of^- 
"  pression.  A  ss^ving  of  thirteen  thousand 
'*  pounds,  out  of  a  profligate  expenditure 
"  of  above  half  «  miilion.  Why,  Sir,  this 
*'  saving,  as  it  is  called,  i§  little  more  than 
*'  a  saving  of  half  the  xvanton  excess  qf  the 
**  last  year;  for,  from  '  the  Disposition  of 
''  Grants'  for  1808, 1  find  the  Staff  expen- 
**  diture  to  have  been  «£.  433,40'l>,  when 
"  the  lEtmount  of  this  reduced  estimate,  as 
''  it  is  termed,  for  1810  is  <£.4.57,72*,  ex- 
''  ceeding  that  of  1 808  by  j£.  24,000.  But, 
''.Sir,  this  is  not  all,  for  the  printed  esti- 
'*  mate  I  bold  in  my  hand^  does  not  con* 
''  tain  three  considerable  branches  of  the 
"  General  Staff.  I  mean  the  Becnuliffig 
"  Staff,  the  Volunteer  Siafi,  and  the  Ord- 
"  nance  Staff,  amounting  together  to  no  leM 
"  a  sum  than  £.  85,474.  Why  the  noble 
"  Lord  kept  this  small  item  out  of  sight  I 
'*  knpw  not ;  but  this  I  know,  that  tms^l 
"  as  it  may  now  be  thought,  it  is  witbbi 
"  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of  the.  tqtnl  s^f 
"  ejfenditwre  of  the  country  a  very  lev 
"  vears  ago ;  i|r|ien*  as  the  lion.  gei»4#«ssi 
"  ][Mr.  Hoskiason)  hu  informed  uii  As 
'*  whole  pcpuUaion  if  ^emmtry  wettn  arms. 
At  that  period  the  total  Annoal  Staff 
Expenditure  wa#  £.S5fiOO;  and  can 
''  any  thins  like>  i?ason  he  given  why  it 
'*  ought  to  be  mor^  BjOw  ?  I  am  sure  ilierv 
''  cannot ;  therefore,  \f  justice  was  done 
"  to  the  people,  abovie  £.  400,000  would 
''  be  saved  instead  of  13,00«! !  Had  his 
''  Mnjesty^s  minist^s.  intended  well  by 
'^  their  co«otry,  a  better  occasion  for 
''  evincing  sjach  a  disposittosi  could  not 
"  have  ol&red  itself;  but  they  have  missed 
'<  the  golden  opportoni|;yy  and  given  one 
''other  convincing  proof,  that  no  check 
**  whatever  will  jbe  given  to  the  profligacv 
"  pf  expenditure  tUl  the  Jpople  arc  Jmrfy 

«'  represented, When,  Sir,  the  Barxaek 

"  System  was  first .  introduced, .  it  .was 
"  usher^  in  with  the.  assurance  that  no 
"  heavy  staff  expenditure  woidd  then  bo 
"  necessary ;  and  that  it  would  alRocd  a 
"  provision  for  the  oflkers  on  the  half-pay» 
"  and  thereby  lessen  tie  burthens  qf  thepeo- 
'*  pie.  Now  what  has  happened — ^Wf^^ 
'*  Sir,  near  thirteen  millions  of  oaooey  has 
"  been  toted  by  this  House,  out  ol  thf 
''  pockets  of  t|)te  people,  under  the  head 
'*  of  Barradts^  and  wis  House  has  also 
'^  T«Mf  di^t  the  aonual  staff  e»pmditnf» 
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'*'  shouM  be  iNckfiASED  from  j£»  85,000  to 
^  ha{f  a  milium;  and,  instead  of  officers  on 
*'  the  half- pay  filling  the  situations  in  the 
^'  Barrack  Department,  you  will  there 
-*'  find  the  favourite  servants  and  de- 
''^  pendants  of  those  in  power.— Feeling 
'Vthese  things,  Sir,  as  a  man  anxious  for 
^<  the  welfare  of  his  country  ought  to  feel 
*'  them,  I  shall  ever  oppose  myself  to  such 
*♦  corrupt  practices ;  but  fully  aware  that 
^*  no  exertions  of  mine  can,  under  existing 
*^  circumstances,  be  attended  with  exten- 
**  give  success,  I  shall  not  waste  either  the 
*'  time  of  the  Committee,  or  my  own 
*'  breathy  in  a  fruitless  effort,  but  content 
*'  myself  wi(h  calling  the  attention  of  his 
'*  Majesty's  Ministers  to  a  few  features  of 
*'  peculiar  profligacy  in  the  estimate  be- 

-*'  fore  us. That  part  of  the  Jacobinical 

*'  Creed  that '  there  is  a  necessity  that  the 
"  utmost  ceconomy  (consistent  with  cffi- 
*'  ciency)  should  be  practised/  being 
**  adopted  by  the  honourable  gentlemen 
-**  opposite^  I  beg  to  ask  them,  and  the 
""  ComO[)ittee,  whether  the  voting  £A,SQ% 
•'  15«.  per  annum  to  the  Quarter  Master 
*'  General,  a$  a  Lieutenant  General  on  the 
\^  Staff',  can  be  justified.  As  a  Quarter 
♦<  Matiter  General  we  vote  him  £a  5s, 
*'  per  day,  which  is  £1,551  a  y^ar,  be- 
*'  sides  his  contingent  allowances ;  he  also 
«'  has  a  two  Battalion  Regiment,  which  is 
*«  worth  at  least  1,600  a  year.  It  will 
*'  not  be  pretended  that  he  performs  any 
**  duty  whatever  as  Lieutenant  General,  on 
"^  the  Staff;  for  his  having  a  Deputy  Quarter 
**  Master  General  speaks  to  his  being  un- 
*'  able  of  himself  even  to  fulfil  the  duties 
**  of  Quarter  Master  General.  Therefore, 
^  Sir,  it  becomes  a  mere  question  of  money, 
•'whether  the  Quarter  Master  General, 
*'  possessed  of  an  income  from  his  regi- 
*•  ment  of  at  least  <£.  1,600  a  year,  has  any 
*'  fair  claim  upon  the  people's  purse  (after 
"receiving  j?.  1,551  a  year  as  Quarter 
^'  Master  General)  for  a  further  sum  of 
"Jf.  l,3o8  $i.  merely  because  he  is 
**wrktea  doton  Lieutenant  General  an  the 
**''Stt^.  This  question  applies  to  the  Ad- 
•*j«tant  General,  and  to  his  deputy,  as 
**  well  as  to  the  deputy  of  the  Quarter 
.*' Master  General,  for  we  find  that  all 
«*  these  officers  have  regiments,  although 
•*  they  are  fastened  upon  us  for  Sinecures 
*'  under  the  head  of  Gmerals  on  the  Staff. 
•'  If,  Sir,  the  pay  attached  to  the  different 
•  "  situations  is  not  sufficient,  let  it  be  in- 
«'  creased ;  but  let  us  not,  under  the  head 
*'  of  Army  Estimates,  vote"  Pensions  and 
•f  Siueciprcs.— -The  pcxt  observation  J 


"  have  to  make,  is  on  the  Staff  of  the 
"  Artillery  and  Engineers ;  it  appears 
"  that  one  General,  one  Lieutenant  Gene- 
''  raf,  and  three  Major  Generals,  are  upon 
"  our  Home  SlafI'  without  having  a  single 
"  man  under  thetr  comtnand,  and  their  joint 
"  pay  is  ^.  r2,4i9  a  year.  Now  it  will 
"  be  argued,  I  am  aware,  that  it  does  not 
"  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  Gene- 
'*  rals  of  Artillery  or  Engineers,  should 
'<  have  any  men  under  their  command, 
"  that  they  have  other  and  peculiar  duties 
"  to  perform ;  this  I  admit,  provided  xve  Had 
'*  an  army  in  the  field;  but,  as  that  is  not 
"  the  case,  I  do  argue  that  we  are  ilow 
"  voting  £,  12,44^  without  services  being 
'*  performed  that  would  authorize  such   a 

'♦  vote. Next,  Sir,  as  to  the  Volunteer 

"  Staff  which  costs  the  country  near 
"  thirty  thousand  a  year !  That  of  Eng- 
"  land  being  i^.  14.000  ;  that  of  Ireland 
"  «£.  1 5,990 ;  thougn  the  Volunteers  are, 
*'  in  a  great  measure,  converted  into  Local 
^'Militia  Men,  still  are  we  called  upon  to 
'*  vote  this  enormous  item  of  the  Staff  Ex- 
"  penditure.  It  is  something  remarkable, 
*'  too,  that  the  Irish  Volunteer  Staff  should 
"  exceed  that  of  England  in  point  of^  ex- 
"  pence,  iot  the  number 'of  Volunteers  in 
"  England   greatly  exceeds,  I  presume, 

''those  in  Ireland. Tlie  next  and  last 

"  item  that  I  shall  trouble  the  Committee 
"  upon,  is  the  "  Recruiting  Staff,"  the  ex- 
**  pence  of  which  amounts  to  X  41,035, 
*'  and  this  certainly  does  demand  peculiar 
"  attention.  The  first  observation  I  beg 
"  to  make  upon  it,  is  this,  that,  on  com- 
''  paring  this  expenditure  with  the  num- 
"  ber  of  recruits  raised,  (averaged  in  ^ch 
"  year  at  eleven  thousand),  it  appears 
"  that,  by  this  new  establishment,  (one 
•'  merely  of  patronage,)  the  people  are 
"  put  to  an  additional  expence  of  near 
"  four  pounds  for  every  recruit  raised,  and 
"  this  besides  the  bounty,  and  all  the  ex- 
"  pences  attendant  upon  recruiting  parties. 
"  This  establishment  is  one  of  only  a  few 
"  years  standing,  and  when  it  was  first 
"  set  on  foot,  the  strongest  assurance  was 
"  given,  that  the  expence  should  not  ex- 
'*  ceed  «£.  1 0,000  a  year:  Now  it  is  son^e- 
"  what  remarkable,  that,  in  the  very  last 
''  year,  it  has  increased  nearly  in  that  ratio, 
"  for,  in  the  year  1 809,  it  was  «£.  32,428; 
"  and  now  we  are  called  upon  to  Tote 
"«£.  41.035,  without  one  reason  being 
"  assigned,  why  we  even  should  load  our 
"  constituents    with    an    expenditure    of 

"of.  10,000. ^These  things.  Sir,  speak 

*'  for  themselves^  and  I  shaJI  trespass  oa 
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''  tlje  Committee  only  one  moment  longer. 
"  An.i  to  whnt  I  am  about  to  say,  I  beg 
''  the  at'cntion  of  the  noble  lord  (the 
"  Secretary  at  \yar.)  I  have  it  from  good 
''  aiilhority,  that  the  Staff,  and  Contingent 
*'  Allowances,  are  generally  three  years  in 
*'  arrear,  a  circumstance  extremely  incon- 
"  venient  lo  many  gallant,  and  honourable 
*'  men,  who  have  probably  no  other  fund 
"  to  resort  to.  The  noble  loril  I  sec  in  his 
*'  place,  (Lord  G.  L.  Gower),  when  Se- 
'*  cretary  at  War,  in  December  180S, 
"  settled  the  StaiF  and  Contingent  Allow- 
"  ances  for  the  years  1805  and  1806,  When 
"  I  say  that  there  has  been  no  payment 
**  since  that  period,  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
*'  site,  will  not,' I  believe,  contradict  me. 
*'  — — The  regulajions  of  1804-,  direct  that 
"  these  accounts  should  be  made  up  half 
*' yearly.  There  is  no  excuse  for  those 
."  regulations  being  disregarded,  no  diffi- 
"  culty  of  account  can  be  pleaded,  and  if 
"  the  noble  lord  will  look  himself  into  the 
*'  business,  and  not  trust  to  the  represen- 
"  tations  of  his  deputy,  or  the  chairman 
"of  his  new  board,  I  feel  confident  that 
"  this  heavy  cause  of  complaint  will  be  at 

**  once  done  away  *." After  reading 

ihis  Speech^  who  can  be.  astonished  at 
the  visits  of  the  tax-gatherer  ?  Nearly 
a  mill  ion  of  money  paid  annually  to 
persons  upon  the  Staff!  My  real  opinion 
is,  that  there  is  not,  and  never  was,  any 
military  establishraeuTln  Europe,  not  ex- 
cepting that  of  France,  of  which  the  Staff 
cost  ha^fso  much  monev. 

'  Wm,  COBBETF. 
BotUy,  29th  March,  1810. 

♦  The  real  Staff  Expenditure  stands  thus; 

iEstimate  1810 X2eo,304. 

■Recruiting  Staff 41,035 

Volunteer  do. 29,990 

Ordnance  (part  not  included  in 

Army  Estimate)  -  -  -  -  12,44.9 
Garrison  Staff*  at  Home  -  -  -  18,635 
Foreign  Suff  and  Garrisons  -     -    169,230 


Home  Staff- 


531,64.3 
302,413 


Total ^.894,056 


LIBERTY  OF  THE  SUBJECT. 

Sir ;— -The  Liberty  of  the  Subject  is  with 
an  Englishman  the  theme  of  his  general 
conversation — it  is  his  second  Pater-noster 
•<*hit  pride«-hi8  boast;  and  the  most  dis- 


tant apprehension  of  an  invasion  of  this 
maxim,  should  rouse  in  him  a  jealousy  not 
yielding  in  its  fervour  to  that  which  nature 
has  implanted  in  civilised  man,  when  he 
suspects  an  attempt  on  the  chastity  of  ttie 
woman  he  adores ;  only  to '  be  allayed 
with  the  knowledge  that  her  honour  is  un- 
sullied. I  should  hope.  Sir,  that  when  we 
apprehend  an  inroad  to  be  made  on  our 
Constitutional  Rights,  a  cool  and  dispas- 
sionate Argument  of  the  grounds  and 
cause  of  our  suspicion,  would  be  consider- 
ed inofifensive  to  both  Houses  of  Legisla- 
ture. Indeed^  to  imagine  that  the  House 
of  Commons,  the  Representatives  of  the 
People,  delegated  to  guard  their  Rights 
and  sustain  their  Liberties,  should  be  dis- 
pleased with  such  a  temperate  discussion, 
seems  to  argue  a  distempered  mind.  I 
shall,  without  farther  preface  therefore, 
proceed  to  discuss  the  Privilege  insisted 
upon  by  the  House  of  Commons,  of  in- 
flicting Punishment,  without  their  Sen- 
tence being  the  Subject  of  Revision  by 
any  other  Tribunal.  The  basis  and  key- 
stone of  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  this 
country,  is  Magna  Cbarta;  of  which 
Blackstone  says,  "  what  would  alone  have 
"  merited  the  title  it  bears  of  the  Great 
"  Charter,  it  protected  every  individual  of 
"^  the  nation  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  his 
''  Life,  his  Liberty,  and  his  Property,  un- 
''  less  declared  to  be  forfeited  by  the  Judg- 
"  ment  of  his  Pe^rs,  or  the  Law  of  the 
"  Land." — Now,  Sir,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  exercising  the  power  of  commit*^ 
ting  and  detaining  in  custody  a  British 
subject,  for  an  offence  ailed ged  to  have 
been  committed  against. them,  and  that 
without  appeal>  insist  that  such  power  lies 
within  the  compass  of  their  Privileges, 
which  having  existed,  as  it  is  said,  from 
lime  immemorial,  are  part  of  the  Laws  of 
the  Land.  Privileges  have  their  force  at 
law  from  imprescriptible  usage ;  and 
though  these  Privileges  are  not  defined  to 
the  public,  they  must  be  so,  I  should  ap- 
prehend, to  the  honourable  .House  who 
exercise  them;  because,  if  undefined 
there,  it  would  be  equivalent  to  the  creat- 
ing of  Privileges  whenever,  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  House,  it  should  be  thought 
necessary ;  and  if  those  Privileges  are  not 
to  be  enquired  into  by  any  other  ppwer, 
it  would  be  equivalent  to  one  branch  of  the 
Legislature  making  Laws,  or  rescinding 
those  already  made,  which  cannot,  for  one 
moment,  be  assumed,  as  that  can  only  be 
effected  by  the  joint  act  of  all  three  Es* 
tates,  viz,  Kiag»  Lords  aad  jCommons.    It 
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is  therefore  quite  apparent,  that  the  asi^ 
turned  right  of  the  House  of  Commons  can 
only  DC  supported  upon  the  ground  of  im- 
prescriptij.e  usage,  or  Common  Law  of 
the  Ldi^d.     New,  Sir,  we  will  enquire  a 
little  into  the  doctrine  of  established  usage. 
It  is  a  clear  and  indisputable  maxim»  that 
no  usage  can  exist  in  opposition  to  a  writ- 
ten law  ;   it  IS  almost  an  »buse  of  time  to 
rapport  so  well  known  a  proposition  by 
authority;  but  Blackstone,  in  his  first  vo- 
-lume,  p.  77,  has  these  words,  "  no  custom 
**  <^an  prevail   against  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
*'  ment  :'*     Now,  Sir,  let  us  see  how  the 
.  written   law  stands  in  opposition  to  the 
usage  claimed  by  the  House  of  Commons. 
Blackstone  says,  in  the  same  vol.  p.  69, 
**  That  the  famous  Magpa  Charta  is  the 
*'  oldest  wi  tteu  law  extant "     As  it  is  an 
historical  fact,  however,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  did  not  exist  prior  to  Hen.  3rd, 
it  may  be  said,  that  Magna  Charta  is  not 
of  equal  authority  with  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment.     It  is  scarcely  possible  to  suppose 
that  such  an  observation  could  be  made  ; 
but  1  raise  it  hypotheticallv,  and  the  an- 
swer is  decisive ;   Ma^na  Charta  was  con- 
firmed by  an  Act  ot  Parliament  in  the 
reiga  of  Hen.  3  ;  and  io  the   following 
reign  of  £dw.  I,  the  same  was  again  con^ 
firmed  ;    and  Lord  Coke  says  it  has  been 
more  than  thirty  times  confirmed.      Well 
then,  the  written  law,  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, enacts  the  protection  of  every  indi- 
vidual of  the  nation^  in  the  free  enjoyment 
of  his  Life,  Liberty,  and  Property,  unless 
declared  to  be  forfeited  by  the  Judgment 
of  his  Peers,  or  the  Laws  of  the  Land.  Are 
the  Privileges  of  Parliament  the  Law  of  the 
Land  ?     If  by  Parliament  be  meant  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  I  say  it  has  not 
the  privilege  of  imprisoning  a  British  sub- 
ject, without  an  appeal  against  the  sen- 
tence, because  that  would  be  to  give  cus- 
tom and  usage  superior  efficacy  to  the 
written  law  :  in  effect  to  repeal  such  writ- 
ten law,  but  that  cannot  be,  as  appears  by 
thepassa^g'e  before  quoted  from  Blackstone, 
and  again  in  the  Ist  vol.  p.  89,  where  it  is 
said,   "  Where  the  Common  Law  and  the 
*'  Statute  differ,  the  Common  Law  gives 
"  place  to  the  Statute.^'    I  know  it  is  in- 
sisted, that  the  Privileges  of  Parliament 
are    omnipotent   and    mdefinable;    and 
Blackstone  in  vol.  I,  p.  163,  has  that  de- 
claration from  Sir  John  Fortescue,  to  whom 
the  Lords  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  6th, 

Eut  a  question  respecting  their  Privilieges ; 
ut  it  will  be  found  on  reference  to  this 
Judge's  speech^  that  he  spoke  of  Parlia- 


meolary   Privileges  not  with  relation  to 
each   individual  branch,   but  of    all  ilic 
branches  united  ;    for  his  words  are,  "  tl»r 
*'  it   (the    Parliament)    is    so     high    aud 
"  mighty  ia  its  nature^  that  it  may  make 
*'  a  Law."     Now,  it  is  evident  from  the 
assertion  that  the  Parliament  can  make  a 
law,  that   he    could  not  allude   to  one 
branch  of  the  legislature,  as  no  law  can 
be  made  by  either  House  of  its  own  dis-r 
ti net  aud  separate  authority.     And  this. 
Sir,  occasions  me  to  observe,  that  constitu- 
tional writers  have  not  sufficiently  attend- 
ed, in  their  remarks  on  the  Privileges  of 
Parliament,  to  the  circumstance  that  Par- 
liament means  the  conjoint  power  of  tlie 
three  estates,  and  not  the  separate  and  dis- 
tinct powers  of  each  house.     And  it  is  to 
be  re^narked,  that  Bla«*kstone  says,  '<  In 
*'  the    main    the  constitution   of*^  parlia- 
**  ment  as  it  now  stands,  was  marked  out  io 
"  the  Great  Charter  granted  by  king  John 
"  A.  1).  1215."   But,  to  suppose  that  either 
house  possessed   omnipotent  and   unde^ 
fined  privileges,  not  to  be  investigated  or 
enquired  into  by  any  other  power,  is  to 
make  the  laws  of  the  realm  repealabte  at 
pleasure  without  an  act  of  parliament, 
which  appears  totally  subversive  of  atiy 
fixed  and  determinate   laws.     Upon   the 
maxims  therefore.    Sir,  of  our  laws^   it 
seems  clear  and    indisputable,  that  no 
usage  can  affect,  alter  or  repeal  a  written 
law ;  and  consequently,  no  usage  of  either 
branch  of  assembly  can  alter  or   repeal 
Magna  Charta;    ergo,  neither  house  of 
legislature  can  imprison  a  subject,  and  de- 
tain him  in  custody,  at  pleasure,  without 
appeal  elsewhere. — But,  Sir,  for  argument 
sake,  let  it  be  supposed  that  no  writteq 
law  interbred  with  the  exercise  of  the  Pri- 
vileges of  either  House  of  Parliament  iR 
respect  of  the  commitment  and  detention 
in  prison  of  a  British  subject,  without  a^ 
peal ;  1  submit  then,  that  »uch  a  usage 
could  not  be  supported  upon  any  principle 
consistent  with  laws  made  for  the  protc€* 
tion  of  the  public  weal.   Blackstone  says, 
"  If  a  custom  is  actually  proved  to  exist, 
"  the  next  inquiry  is  mto  the  legality  of 
"  it;  for  if  it  is  not  a  good  custom,  it  ougbl 
'-  to  be  no  longer  used/'  malus  usus  «6o£ji- 
dus  est,  "  is  an  establishedf  maxim  of  law." 
1  vot.  76.    A  custom,  which  is  to  have 
the  force  of  a  law,  most,  if  it  proceed  from 
any  power. not  absoKitely  despotic,  be 
consistent  with,  and  tending  to  die  weUuv 
of  the  country  where  it  is  to  be  exercise^* 
It  is  for  t^at  clear  and  self  evident  reason, 
that  it  becomes  necessary  to  ascertain  that 
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a  ii£9ge  claimed  to  have  the  fore?  of  law» 
be  out  injurious,  and  militating  against  the 
public  good  ;  and  therefore*  says  Black- 
stone,  "  a  very  natural  and  rery  material 
<*  question  arises ;  How  are  th<»e  customs 
"  or  maxims  to  be  known,  and  by  whom 
*'  is  their  validity  to  be  determineil  ?  The 
"  answer  is,  by  the  Judges  ^i  the  several 
«'  courts  of  justice/'     It  should  seem  to 
outrage  every  principle  of  common  sense 
to  say  that' he  who  insists  upon  a  usage  to 
be  exerted  foi*  his  own  benefit  and  plea* 
sure,   should  himself  determine  whether 
the  custom  is  of  that  nature,  that  it  ought 
to  have  the  force  of  law.     It  surely  can- 
not be  necessary  to  inform  the  reader,  to 
shew    the    propriety   of  this  reasoning* 
that  the  learned  Selden  in  his  Jud.  ParL 
1 1,  says,  *'  They  cannot  be  Accusers  and 
**  Judges."     And  this  principle,  that  none 
can  be  judges  of  their  own  rights,  is  so 
manifest,  that  I  remember  it  is  laid  down 
by  a  very  respectable  and  learned  autho- 
rity, I  believe  'm  Rolle's  Abridgement, 
that  if  an  act  of  parliament,  as  it  cannot 
change  the  laws  of  nature,  says  a  man 
shall  be  judge  in  his  own  cause,  it  shall  be 
void.     Upon  what  ground   therefore  can 
either  branch  of  the  leffislature  claim  a 
privilege  which,  if  no  written  law  opposed 
It,  would  be  completely  at  variance  with 
the  natural  principles  of  law  and  justice  ? 
When   I    hear    a  current  of  authorities 
quoted  in  different  reigns  in  support  of 
the  powers  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
detam  in  prison,  and  the  incompetency  of 
any  tribunal  to  enquire  into  the  legality  of 
the  commitment  or  detention,  I  cannot  help 
reflecting  upon  the  times  when  the  greater 
Bart  of  these  precedenu  are  found  to  have 
leen  made.    I  cannot  but  remember  the 
unsettled  state  of  a  House  of  Commons  at 
such  periods,  and  the  struggles  the  people 
were  making  aeatnst  the  power  and  en- 
croachment of  the  Royal  Prerogative  ;  I 
Munot  forget  either  that  Judges  held  their 
situations  under  a  mos^  precarious  tenure, 
and  that  many  decisions  are  discoverable 
in  remote  books  of  authoritv,  which  no 
man  at  the  present  day  would  hesitate  to 
condemn  as  corrupt,    and  contravening 
the  known,  acknowledged,  and  immuta^ 
We  principles  of  Justice.     Under  such 
circuquitances  should  much  be  yielded  to 
precsdenty  when  the  principle  laid  down 
tf  unsatisfkctory  in  reason,  and  opposite  to 
Ae  familiar  maxims  of  those  laws  under 
whose  influMoe  we  are  kept  together  in 
society,  and  en?  actions  regnlaled }  In  a 
teceni  Case  of  t^  Qneiii  (Aue)  t.  Ba^y 


in  Salkeld's  Reports,  certainly  the  Judg* 
ment  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  was 
in  favour  of  the  right  now  exercised  by: 
the  House  of  Commons ;  but  it  is  matter 
of  serious  consideration,  that  the  Judges 
were  not  unanimous,  and  that  three  who 
assented,  c6ntented  themselves  to  assert 
the  right  unaccompanied  b^  any  argu- 
ment to  shew  either  its  propriety,  or  upon 
what  authority  founded :  and  that  the 
Judg^  who  differed^  stands  higher  in  pub" 
lie  estimation  as  a  lawyer,  and  a  man  of 
talent,  than  either  of  his  coadjutors ;  of 
than  mAny  of  his  predecessors  or  success - 
ors ;  that  he  condescended  to  use  argu^ 
meats  which  were  unanswered  ;  and  thai 
that  Judge  (Holt)  said, "  Wheti  the  House 
of  Commous^  exceed  their  legal  bounds 
and  authority,  their  acts  are  wrongful^ 
and  cannot  be  justified  more  than  acts  of 
private  men.'^  Indeed,  can  there  want  a 
Holt  to  tell  us  what  seems  intuitive ;  and 
yet  must  the  House  have  the  right  of  ex- 
ceeding all  bounvls,  all  authority,  if  there 
be  no  means  of  ascertaining  their  powers^ 
but  themselves  avIio  enforce  their  own 
decisions.  If  the  present  usage'  of  the 
House  be  law,  aiiJ  their  acts  are  inscrutr 
able,  and  without  redress,  let  me  ask 
what  would  be  the  condition  of  the  sMbr 
ject,  if  a  corrupt  house  should  exi^t,  with 
a  minister  possessing  sufBcient  influence 
to  command  a  majority  of  votes  in  favour 
of  his  measures?  Sir,  I  will  not  occupy 
more  of  your  time  upon  this  important 
question*  than  by  observing,  that  with 
every  di^sposition  of  respect  ^ow^rds  th* 
House  of  Commons ;  with  every  anxiety 
tkat  their  legitimate  privileges  should  be 
uninvaded ;  I  am  yet  to  reconcile  the  pri<» 
vilege  they  claim,*  with  the  known  laws  of 
the  land,  or  thase  principles  of  natnni 
jpstice  which  are  the  cement  of  civilkMd 
society.  I  had  omitted  to  observe,  thai 
it  is  said  every  Court  of  Record  ^  lb* 
power  of  committing  for  Coniempi;  I 
admit  this — the  principle;  is  clear  and 
satisfactory.  Every  Coprt  of  Record  if 
established  to  carry  into  effect  the  laws  £ 
and  not  to  have  the  power  of  cpmmiltal 
in  cases  of  contempt,  would  be  to  alloir 
an  intermptioB  of  the  administrasion  ef 
those  laws: — the  Court  therefore,  ninat, 
in  fiirtherance  of  public  justicej  have  the 
right  of  committal.  I  i^oncede  all  tUa 
right  to  tke  House  of  Commons  ;-...4vJuit  I 
insist,  isj  that  as  every  Court  ef  Ism  m 
subjeet  to  have  the  lefi^^  of  each  eoi»- 
milment  examined  W  ky  aootkeff  Coart 
so  engbt  the  legnUtj  §t  a  fiwnttwent  of 
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the  House  of  Commons  to  be  traversed. 
The  injury  is  not  in  the  Commitment, 
but  in  the  refusal  to  have  the  accuracy  of 
such  Commilment  ascertained  according 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  as  in  other  cases 

established  and  exercised. 1  am.  Sir, 

&c.  W.  F.  S. 

March  29,  IHU\  Lincoln  s  Inn. 


PROCEEDINGS  at  thb  recent  Nomi- 
NATIo^  OP  Members  for  the  County 

OF   CAMliaiDGE. 

On  Tuesday,  the  13ih  of  March,  pur- 
suant to  public  advertisement,  the  Free- 
holders of  the  county  of  Cambridge  were 
convened  at  Cambridge,  for  the  purpose 
of  nominating  a  fit  and'  proper  person  to 
represent  that  county  in  Parliament.  The 
concourse  of  persons  assembled  was  most 
numerous.  The  High  Sheriff  briefly  stated 
the  object  of  the  meeting,  and  exhorted  it 
by  its  orderly  demeanor  to  exemplify  the 
truest  test  of  patriotism,  and  the  proud 
characteristic  of  Englishmen. 

The  two  Candidates  and  their .  friends 
were  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  High 
Sheriff,  upon  a  small  gallery  in  the  front 
of  the  Rose  Inn.  When  Mr.  Yorke  first 
made  his  appearance,  the  whole  atmo- 
sphere resounded  with  cries  of — Of,  off — 
c/for  the  GaiUry,  clear  the  Gallery  / 

Numerous  placards,  with  these  words, 
were  then  exhibited  from  the  windows  of 
the  surrounding  houses. 

Mr.  Keene  first  addressed  the  Free- 
holders. He  stated  that  he  presented 
himself  to  their  notice  for  the  purpose  of 
proposing  for  their  choice  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  near  him,  who  had  been 
five  times  the  object  of  their  selection. 
{Cries  qf"  Never  again — Wt  xvant  no  Place- 
men— Is  it  again  to  dose  the  Gallery  f)  He 
appears  before  you  after  a  trial  of  twenty 
years ;  docinff  the  whole  of  which  period 
iiehas  unremittingly  applied  himself  to 
the  promotion^  of  your  mterests.  That 
opinion  this  county  itself  has  pronounced 
hy  so  fi-equently  re-electing  him,  and  did 
there  exist  any  justifiable  reason  for  now 
ehanging  its  conduct  there  could  be  no  in- 
4lucement  which  should  compel  him  (Mr. 
.Keene)  to  propose  Mr.  Yorke  to  their  con- 
sideration. At  all  events,  whatever  dif> 
ferences  of  a  political  complexion  may 
«xist  between  some  persons  and  his  right 
4ionourable  friend,  sure  he  was  that  all 
would  agree  in  testifying  that  zeal  and  at- 
^ntion  which  Mr.  .Yorke  had  uniformly 
«naaii'csted  in  promoting  the  iQcal  interesu 
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of  the  County  of  Cambridge.  (Cries  of 
"  No,  No !  even  there  he  was  a  jobber  J') 
Mr.  Keene  concluded  with  proposing  the 
right  honourable  Charles  Yorke,  as  a  fit 
and  proper  person  to  represent  the  County 
of  Cambridge.  (Shouts  qf  disapprobation 
mixed  with  partial  applause.) . 

Major  Pemberton  presented  hi        If  to 
second  the  nomination,  agrei  in  <v  :t]y 

in  the  opinion  exprc-sse  '  '  vo:  hy 

friend  who  pro, >«>>•  d  '    <  ,  uon - 

ever,  to  rem-! rk,   wm     ii  >t  mti  i  x  J.\ 

the  rlaiiKMir  whi 
otjsly  ex.;.'f  d  ''"■ 
frienl.  Mr.  Yu 
upon  as  inJe{"  n  it  nt  grnunds  ns  he  evir 
did,  upon  any  of  l! 
when  the  Comity  of  ( 
him  highly  eniitlcJ  lo  th-ir  s 
no,  no  .'J  He  wouM  repeat  tlie  sentiment, 
from  the  conviction  tha'  hr  had,  that  Mr. 
Yorke,  even  though  a  Toller  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, would  never  abandon  his  sense  of 
independence  (a  lau^fi. )  If  such  a  place 
had  been  ofiered  to  him  coupled  with  any 
stipulations  inimical  to  that  sense  of  inde- 
pendence, he  felt  convinced  that  his  right 
honourable  friend  would  never  have  ac- 
cepted of  it.  [The  tumult  of  disapproba- 
tion became  so  great  that  the  speaker  v,:qs 
forced  to  conclude.] 

Mr.  Yorke  next  presented  himself,  and 
for  many  minutes  it  was  impossible  to  hear 
a  single  word.  The  cries  of"  Placemen" 
"  clear  the  Gallery,"  and  "  turn  him  out,** 
were  re-echoed  from  one  end  of  the  area 
to  the  other.  The  High  SheriflTat  length 
entreated  silence,  so  that  each  Candi- 
date should  be  heard,  and  therefore  afibrd 
the  best  means  for  forming  a  proper  se*> 
lection. 

Mr.  Yorke  trusted,  that  be  did  not 
presume  too  much,  when  he  asked  for  a 
patient  hearing.  (Off,  <ff,  we  don't  want 
you.)  That  was  the  fiflh  time  that  he  had 
been  a  Candiddte^  and  upon  no  one  occa- 
sion did  he  ever  before  observe  the  person 
who  addressed  them,  refused  a  patient 
hearing.  But,  undoubtedly,  t?om  the  mix- 
ture of  the  meeting  l>efore  him  he  was 
not  much  surprized  *at  his  reception.  They 
*  could  not  be  the  Freeholders  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Cambridge,  indeed,  one  would  be 
almost  inclined  not  to  consider  them  Eng- 
lishmen, who  would  refuse  to  hear  a  man 
upon  his  defence.  (Off,  off,  your  conduei 
is  indrfensible,)  It  was  quite  impossible 
that  any  strength  of  langs  amidst  such  an 
uproar  could  command  a  heanng.  I  ob- 
serve (said  Mr.  Yorke)  many  of  the  gen* 
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tlemen  of  the  University  at  this  meeting ;  whom  they  entrust  their  representation. — 
had  they  studied,  or  at  least  practised  the  Try  Mr.  Yorke  by  this  criterion,  and 
doctrine  of  Pythagoras,  they  would  at  then  judge  of  his  present  pretensions. 
le^i  have  appreciated  more  highly  the  Has  he  not  been  the  uniform  undeviating 
▼alue  of  silence.  (The  clamour  because  i  supporter  of  that  Administration,  under 
BO  ^reat,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle-  whom  this  country  has  been  most  lamenta- 
bly affected  in  all  its  interests  I  an  Ad  mi- 
nistration,  by  whom  the  pressure  of  taxa- 
tion has  been  increasing  until  it  has  be- 
come almost  intolerable ;  an  Administra- 
tion under  whom  herds  of  foreign  troops 
have  been  introduced  into  this  country  in 
defiance  of  every  positive  constitutional 
provision,  and  to  the  dangerous  hazard  of 
our  rights  and  our  security  (H^ar!  Itear !) 
— an  Admitilstration  under  whom  the  ca- 
lamities of  England,  and  the  power  of 
France,  have  advanced  with  equal  force  ? 
Yes;  amidst  the  active  supporters  of  such 
a  system,  the  right  honourable  Mr.  Yorke 
will  be  found  to  be  the  most  prominent 
(Cries  of  hear,  hear !)  Was  he  not  the 
man  to  revive,  upon  a  late  public  Inquiry, 
the  old  exploded  cry  of  Jacobinical  Con- 
spiracy? Did  that  Inquiry  furnish  any 
proof  m  extenuation  of  such  an  unjustifia- 
ble  expedient?  Or,  rather,  did  it  not 
fully  evince  to  the  country,  that  such  an 
effort  was  but  an  artifice  to  prevent  the 
honest  and  unprejudiced  opinion  which 
the  nature  ot*  the  charges  were  calculated 
to  produce?  Such  has  been  the  public 
conduct  of  the  man  whom  the  Freeholders 
of  Cambridge  delegated  as  their  Repre- 
sentative. What  co*nclusion  does  it  now 
enforced  It  proves  beyond  controversy 
the  necessity  of  your  sending  to  parlia- 
ment one  who  will  take  his  stand  on  the 
broad  ground  of  the  Constitution^-who 
will  uphold  our  liberties,  and  contend  for 
the  laws  and,  principles  of  our  forefathers, 
against  the  excesses  of  popular  violence 
on  one  hand^  and  the  no  less  dange- 
rous encroachments  of  the  over-grown 
power  of  the  Crown  on  the  other.  (Hear, 
hear,  hear !)  Can  you  expect  to  find  sucli 
a  guardian  of  your  interests  in  Mr.  Yorke? 
(No,  No !)  He  who  has  been  the  sup- 
porter of  the  present  Ministers— men  wnb 
possessed  themselves  of  official  power  by 
the  most  unfounded  and  degrading  pre- 
tences, and  who  have  used  it  only  to  tar- 
nish the  character  and  disgrace  the  Coun« 
ells  of  their  Country.  Will  you  select 
him  who  availed  himself  of  the  Standing 
Order  of  the  House  of  Commons  (an  Order 
'enacted  for  far  other  purposes),  thus  de- 
'priving  the  people  of  this  country  of  the 
slender  and  melancholy  consolation  of 
knowing  who  were  the  authors  of  the  ca- 


man  became  wholly  inaudible.) 

The  Marquis  of  Tavistock  then  offered 
hin^self  to  the  notice  of  the  meeting  ;  but 
was  for  a  short  time  interrupted  by  a  small 
party  of  Mr.  Yorke's  friends,  who,  placed 
immediately  under  him,  endeavoured  to 
drown   his    voice.— The    noble    marquis 
spoke    to   the    following    effect: — Free- 
holders of  the  county  of  Cambridge  ;  You 
are  now  called  upon  to  exercise  one  of  the 
most  valuable  privileges  of  Englisl^men, 
to  decide  upon  the  meriu  or  the  demerits 
of  those  who,  either  upon  public  grounds, 
or  for  private  objects,  propose  themselves 
fi>r  your  choice,  as  your  future  Repre- 
sentative in  the  Legislature  of  this  county. 
In  forming  a  proper  choice  upon  the  pre* 
sent  occasion,  it  behoves  you  to  keep  fully 
in  your  consideration  all  the  circumstances 
wliich  have  led  to  the  vacancy  in  your  re- 
presentation. The  Constitution  has  wisely 
determined,  that  when  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament accepts  of  a  place  of  profit  under 
the  Crown,   he  shall  be  sent  back  to  his 
constituents  (in    case   he   thinks   proper 
again  to  come  forward),  in  order  that  they 
may  pronounce  their  judgment  upon  the 
propriety  of  his  political  course, — upon 
the  motives  which  have  appeared  to  guide 
It ;  but  above  all  upon  the  particular  ac- 
ceptance of  that  place  which  in  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  the  Constitution,  invalidated 
him  from  longer  continuing  in  his  repre- 
sentative capacity.   These  are  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  is  your  duty  to  canvass  the 
'condu<^  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Yorke),  and  unless  I  am  much 
mistaken  upon  each  and  all  of  them,  you 
must,  in  a  true  exercise  of  the  obligation 
you  owe  your  country,  pronounce  his  for- 
feiture to  a  re-election  (hear !  hear !)    We 
have  heard  this  day  much  of  the  private 
"Vittacs  of  that  gentleman.    A  stranger  as 
'I  am  to  him,  it  would  ill  become  me  to 
^eny  or  to  doubt  them.      Indeed  from 
what  I  have  heard,  I  believe  him  to  be 
'most  exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of  pri- 
vate life.    Still  these  are  not  the  qualinca- 
tions  which  establish  the  claim  to  a  public 
trnst.    It  is  not  upon  domestic  ,qualitie^, 
but  upon  political  principles  and  conduct,* 
that  freeholders  should    depend   for  the 

Eerformance  of  those  duties  which  they 
ave  ft  right  to  expect  from  the  man  to 
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lamities  under  whi<5h  the^  are  labouring,  \ 
of  the  accumulated  misenes  under  which 
they  groan,  with  a  patience  and  a  forbear- 
ance unexampled  in  the  history  of  nations? 
When  such  have  been  the  political  acts  of 
that  right  honourable  gentlemap^were  the 
people  of  the  country  fully  and  fairly  repre* 
sented  in  Parliament,  he  might  go  n-om 
county  to  county,  from  city  to  city,  from 
town  to  town,  and  would  not  get  one  single 
elective  body  to  confide  in  him.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  feel  my^telf  jcalled 
Upon  to  recommend  to  your  notice,  and  to 
propose  for  your  choice,  a  friend  to  civil 
and  religious  Liberty,  to  the  freedom  of  the 
Press,  to  the  just  security  of  the  Throne, 
and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people 
—a  decided  enemy  to  faction  and  intrigue, 
to  all  the  devices  of  peculators,  to  all  the 
artifices  of  corruption,  to  that  long  cata- 
logue of  abuses  which  now  obscure  the  fair 
form  of  the  British  constitution^ — I  propose 
Lord  Francis  Godolphin  Osborne. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Brand  stated  his 
desire  to  second  the  nomination  of  Lord 
Francis  Osborne  [the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  here  interrupted  by  an  individual 
in  the  crowd  exclaiming,  "  Off,  off,  you 
Jacobin].** 

Mr.  Brand  resumed.  I  am  interrupted 
by  ft  person  not  a  freeholder.  His  name 
is  Hodson,  a  printer  in  this  town,  and  both 
from  his  conduct  and  his  character,  too 
contemptible  to  attract  my  notice,  were  it 
not  for  the  expressi'^n  he  has  now  made 
use  of.  I  tell  him  and  his  supporters,  that 
I  am  no  enemy  to  my  country,  that  I  «m 
no  Jacobin  ;  indeed,  the  man  seems  as 
fully*  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  the  terms 
which  have  fallen  from  him,  as  he  is  inca- 
pable of  appreciating  the  value  of  that 
privilege  which  this  meeting  is  summoned 
to  exercise,  and  which  that  Mr.  Hodson 
is  80  tumultuously  endeavouring  to  inter- 
rupt [from  the  freeholders,  cries  of  "  drive 
flodson  out**}.  At  present^  I  shall  con- 
tent myself  with  simply  seconding  the 
domination  of  the  Noble  Lord,  wholly  ab- 
iltaining  from  any  observation  upon  the  po- 
litical conduct  of  Mr.  Yorke,  unless  he 
shall  be  allowed  the  opportunity  of  reply- 
ing to  what  has  been  advanced* 

LoftD  Francis  Osborne  then  came  for- 
ward amidst  shouts  of  applause,  mixed 
with  disapprobation,  and  assured  the  Free* 
holders  that  he  would  trouble  them  but 
for  a  very  short  time.  He  offered  himself 
with  the  proud  consciousness  of  wishing 
to  be  a  servant  of  the  people^  and  not  a 
servaot  of  the  Court    liie  catue  in  whicjti 


he  stood  forward,  was  not  his,  it  was  that 
of  the  country.  He  was  merely  the  in- 
strument to  afford  it  the  opportunity  of 
perfbrming  a  ^reat  public  obiigalion. 
During  the  time  he  had  been  in  parlis^ 
men t,  he  had  Che  satisfaction  to  feel  that  he 
had  honestly  and  patriotically  done  his 
duty,  without  any  per^sonal  view— indeed 
it  was  well  ascertained  that  his  unshackle^ 
parliamentary  conduct  had  been  attendptl 
with  private  circumstances,  not  of  the  most 
benencial  nature.  With  respect  to  the 
local  interests  of  the  county,  both  from 
his  age  and  inexptirience,  he  could  not  be 
supposed  to  be  as  conversant  with  them 
as  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  Mr.  Yorke, 
but  he  trusted  to  supply  the  deficiency  by 
an  earnestness  and  a  zeal  not  at  all  in^rior 
to  that  which  he  understood  was  justly 
upon  this  point  attributed  to  Mr.  Yorl^e. 
During  the  period  of  his  being  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  although  he  some- 
times concurred  with  Mr.  Yorke,  yet  upon 
most  great  political  questions,  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  take  an  opposite  side. 
Identified  as  he  felt  his  success  with  the 
interests  of  the  County  of  Cambridge,  he 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  comriiit  the  cause 
to  their  hands,  and  to  confide  in  their 
support. 

Mr.  Gunning  said.  It  is  only  once  v^ 
seven  years,  that  we  can  comment  on  the 
language  and  conduct  of  the  Teller  of  tbp 
Excheauer  without  the  risk  of  his  sending 
us  to  Newgou,  lAt  us  not  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity, now  we  Itavi^^falm  in  a  TANGIBLE 
SHAPE.  It  is  iiof  ^^  intention  to  review 
the  whole  of  his  political  career,  that  would 
be  an  unnecessary  waste  of  your  time,  for 
the  former  part  of  his  conduct,  haa  been 
entirely  of  a  piece  with  the  latter,  he  ha^ 
the  merit  of  consistency  and  perseveranc^, 
but  it  is  consistency  in  error,  peirseveranQe 
in  doing  wrong. — Of  his  early  conduct 
therefore,  I  shall  merely  observe,  that  pf 
every  oppressive  and  unconstitutional  mea- 
sure, of  every  measure,  which  had  for  its 
object  to  increase  the  burthens  or  diuii* 
nish  the  privileges  of  the  people,  he  W9I 
the  zealous  advocate.  If  the  Liberty  ^ 
the  Press  were  u%  be  restrained,  if^^tliHS 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  were  to  be  su8peiule4» 
if  our  Fellow  Creatures  were  to  be  hunt^ 
down  with  blood  hounds  in  the  West  Ii^ 
dies,  or  torture  inflicted  upoa  our  fellow 
subjects  in  Ireland,  the  Miniater  was  suns 
of  the  support  of  that  right  honourab^ 
gentleman:  Of  his  conduct^  when  he  fifl^ 
two  very  important  offices  in  the  ^te, 
little  need  be  said,  for  Dpibing  very  re- 
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nlkarkable  occurred.    In  the  character  of 
Secretary  at  War«  he  produced  what  was 
called  the  incomprehensible  Cavalry  Bill> 
which  yon  all  repiember>  Gentlemen^  for 
it  annoyed  and  barrassed  you  most  griev- 
ottsly^  without  contributing  in  the  slightest 
degree  to  the  defence  of  the  country. — 
As  Secretary  of  State, .  he  adrised  and 
justified  the  disgraceful  and   ignominious 
Treaty  of  Amiens ;  yes.  Gentlemen,  that 
fttme  Mr.  Yorke,  who  but  a  very  short 
tiAe  before  had  at  a  County  meeting  ac- 
cused his  Constituents  of  disaflTection  and 
jacobinism,  for  expressing  their  wishes  for 
peacre,  that  very  Mr.  Yorke,  who  prefer- 
red having  his  body  cut  into  a  thousand 
pieces  to  going  down  on  his  bare  knees  to 
France,  that  very  Mr.  Yorke,  so  valiant  in 
the  Castle  Yard,  so  cowardly  in  the  cabi- 
net, did  actually  go  down  on  his  bare 
knees  to  France,  and  defended  both  here 
and  m  parliament,that  base,  that  inglorious 
measure.  About  the  same  time  he  shewe<f 
^is  contempt  for  his  Constituents,  by  ex- 
erting all  the  influence  of  the  crown,  all 
the  influence  of  the  bishbp  of  Ely,  all  the 
influence  of  Lord  Hardwicke>  to  exclude 
£rom  the  representation  a  member  of  that 
^roily  so  long  and  so  deservedly  dear  to 
this  county.     But  it  is   to   his   conduct, 
during  the  last  session^,  1  particularly  call 
your  attention,  when  an  honourable,  inde- 
pendent member  (Mr.  Wardle)  wiih  an  in- 
trepidity worthy  of  the  cause  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  took  upon  himself  the  awe- 
ful  responsibility  of  firefisrvillg  the  most 
serious  charges  a^^ihiMihpDuke  of  York. 
What  was  the  coit^^Tlf  Mr.  Yorke,  he 
talked    of  a  CONSraM^TV  (quoting  his 
wm  words.)  .Was  it  to  be  endured  that 
such  insinuations  should  be  thrown  out 
against  a  Member,  who  had  oflered  to 
prove  his  allegations  at  the  bar  of  that 
House,  had  mentioned  the  nature  of  his 
<<:harges,  and  the  names  of  his  witnesses, 
with  a  candour,  an  ingenuousness,  I  may 
say  iqcautiousness,  which  they  did  not  fail 
to  take  advantage  of.  In  spite,  however  of 
every  artifice  which  a  knowledge  of  the 
law  enables  bad  men  to  practice  to  defeat 
the  ends  of  justice,  there  were  exposed  to 
public  view,  scenes  of  the  grossest  corrup- 
tion, of  the  most  abandoned  profligacy,  of 
the  most  degrading  meanness,  of  the  most 
consummate)  hypocrisy.      The  contagion 
reached  ev^y  department  of  the  state, 
por  was  the  Church  exempted  from  its 
beaeliiJ  influence,  for  it  was  proved  that 
pot  only  jBubordinate  situations,  but  ieven 
Peanenes    and    Bishoprics,    (which    we 
foolishly  beli«ved,  tha  rewards  of  piety  and 


learning)  were  applied  for  through  the 
intervention'  of  a  strumpet  A  great  ma- 
jority in  that  House  acquitted  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  intended, it  was  said  by  some,, 
to  follow  up  that  acquittal  by  a  Vote  of 
Thanks,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  hi^h  office. 
Luckily  the  mode  of  investigation  they 
had  thought  proper  to  adopt;  enabled  every 
man  in  the  kingdom  to  form  his  own 
opinion — the  country,  for  once,  spoke  oot« 
and  the  Duke  resigned.  Wliatwas  the 
conduct  of  the  Teller  of  the  Exchequer 
during  the  whole  of  this  important  business,^ 
the  most  important  that  ever  occupied  the 
attention  of  ine  House  of  Commons  ?  Was  he 
not  constantly  assisting  in  all  attempts  to 
screen  the  Duke  of  York,  to  browbeat  tha 
witnesses,  and  to  calumniate  those  who  had 
the  intrepidity  and  patriotism  to  stand 
forward  as  his  accusers  ?  Nay,  he  went 
farther  than  any  one  dared  to  follow  him. 
He  actually  proposed  the  imprisonment 
of  a  witness  during  an  adjournment,  by 
way  of  caution,  lest  any  one  should  have 
access  to  her.  Gentlemen,  this  monstrous 
proposition  was  scouted  even  by  Mr.  Per- 
ceval, nor  was  the^e  found  in  the  House  of 
Commons  a  single  member  hardy  enqugh 
to  second  it.  Gentlemen,  if  Mr.  Yorke't 
motion  had  been  acceded  to,  any  of  us  at- 
tending as  witnessesi  on  an  Inclosure  Bill» 
might  have  been  committed  to  custody 
for  a  week  or  a  month,  or  as  long  as  the 
House  may'thiiik  proper  to  adjourn.  Since 
that  time  we  have  ever  found  him  voting 
with  the  Mmister;  nay,  when  the  Minister 
has  been  in  a  Minority,  his  faithful  fi*iend 
the  Teller  of  the  Exchequer  has  been  con* 
stantly  at  his  side.  Every  motion  for  en- 
quiry into  the  late  disastrous  and  calami- 
tous Expedition  he  has  constantly  op|)osed, 
and  when  enquiry  was  at  lensth  resolved 
on,  to  deprive  us  as  far  as  was  m  his  power 
of  the  benefit  of  that  Inquiry,  he  shut  the 
door  of  the  House  of  Conunons,  in  the 
face,  of  the  people.  Nay,  that  we  might 
not  mistake  his  motives,  he  expresaly 
stated  that  he  would  have  done  the  sapiA 
in  the  Duke  of  York's  business,  if  he  coald 
have  foreseen  the  evidence  that  woeid 
have  been  produced. — Such  are  the  )Mib- 
lie  services  of  the  right  honourable  Charles 
Yorke !  Gentlemen,  it  would  have  been 
an  entertaining  thing  to  read  the  Bill  de« 
livered  by  the  Teller  of  the  Exchequer 
to  his  friend,  the  Clerk  of  the  Irons,  for 
work  done  and  performed  !  The  value  <^ 
each  article  cannot  be  ascertauned,  but 
the  sum  total  will  be  known  to  a 
forthing  when  we'know   the  exact  value 
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of   Mr.    Yorkers     sinecure — Gentlemen, 
if  you  suppose   it  required    any  extra- 
ordinary taienU  to  do  all  this,  you  are 
mistaken;   Mr.  Yorke  first  tried  the  Law, 
which  business  he  soon  quitted.     He  then 
iiet  up  as  Parliament  man,  and  making  use 
of  your  credit  and  your  capita),  this  has 
turned  out  a  very  profitable,  concern  ;  but 
from  you.  Gentlemen,  he  derived  all  his 
importance,  for  by  making  hrui  a  County 
Member,  you  enabled  him  to  assume  the 
title  of  an  independent  country   gentle- 
man. You  appointed  hidn  a  guardian  of 
the  public  purse  ;  in  that  character  he  has 
behaved  as  you  have  seen,  aftd  now,  with 
vour  money  in   his  pockets,  he  has  the 
hardihood  to  require  you  to  place  him 
again  in  the  same  situation.  Gentlemen,  I 
am  like,  most  of  yourselves,  a  plain  farmer, 
and  I  ask  you  this  plain  question.    If  a 
Shepherd   whom  we    had    appointed    to 
watch  the  flock,  had  not  only  suiTe^red  ano- 
ther to  steal  the  sheep,  but  had  actually 
feasted   with    him   on  the   mutton,   and 
clothed  himself  with  the  wool,  should  af- 
terwards have  the  effrontery  to  ask  us   to 
t^ke  him  again  into  our  service,  what  would 
be  our  answer  ?    "  No,  you  deceived   us 
once,  it  will  be  our  own  faults  if  yeu  de- 
ceive us  a  second  time."  Such,  I  trust*,  will 
be  our  answer  to  Mr.   Yorke.     Some  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  friends, 
whilst  they  lament  his  conduct,  attempt 
to  palliate  it,  by  pleading  his  good  inten- 
tions, and  ascribing  it  to  an  error  in  judg- 
ment— Gentlemen,    without    affecting    a 
Ycry  high  opinion  of  his  abilities,  I  must 
defend  him  from  this  charge  of  weakness 
and  incapacity.    If  his  object  were  to  ob- 
tain your  esteem,  tfien  his  conduct  has 
been  most  injudicious  ;  but  if  his  object 
was  to  serve  himself,  then,  if  judgment 
consists  in  making  use  of  the  most  likely 
roeans  to  gain  the  end   proposed,  then, 
the  Teller  of  the  Exchequer  is  the  most 
judicious  man  living.     Gentlemen,  T  thank 
you    for  your   indulgence,  I   have    dis- 
charged my  duty.     I  am  persuaded  you 
-  will  not  fail  to  discharge  yours. 
.  Mk,  Yorke,  after  some  exertions,  was 
allowed   to  enter  into  an  explanation  of 
bis  public  conduct.     He  denied  that  he 
had  ever  brought  forward  the   Caralry 
Bill  alluded  to,  or  that  he  was  a  Member 
of  the  Cabinet  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens.     He  complained  that 
every  thing  he  said  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  misrepresented;    and   he  was 
ready  to  say  then,  as  he  stated  before, 
that  there  was  a  Conspiracy  amongst  the 
Sditors  ^f  the  London  press  to  misrepre* 
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sent  a  great  many  of  the  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  their  Constituents; 
He  could  appeal   to   Mr.  Brand,  to  the 
Marquis  of  Tavistock,  whether,  at  this 
moment,  there  existed  not  a  Conspiracy 
among  them  not  to  report  the  speechei  of 
Mr.  Tierney  and  Mr.  Windham  \^A  lau^k 
— "  Is  that  the  conspirncy   against  the 
House  of  Brunswick  ?"]  I'he  conspiracy 
against  the  Duke  of  York  was  proved  in  a 
Court  of  Justice  upon  a  recent  trial,  where 
Mr.  Wardle,  Glennie,  and  Dodd  were  im- 
plicated.   With  respect  to  the  vote  given 
by  him  upon  the  case  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness, it  was  truly  conscientious ;  and  were 
he  now  upon  his  oath   he  would   acqoit 
him  from  any  criminal  connivance  and 
participation.     Much  had  been  said  upon 
the  Standing  Order  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.   It  was  not  merely  intended,  that 
because  the  Gallery  was  sometimes  open 
(o  strangers,  that  therefore  the  people  of 
England  had  a  right  to  be  present  at  every 
discussion  of  their  Representatives;   in 
such   case,    in    place    of  St.    Stephen's 
Chapel,  Parliament  should  be  assembled 
upon  Salisbury  Pluin.     These  Orders  of 
the  House  were  settled  shortly  after  the 
Revolution,   by  those   great  men  whose 
conduct  it  would  be  always  his  pride  to 
imitate. — His   object   in    tn^oxcmg   that 
Order,  at  the  present,  was  to  guard  against 
the   gross   misrepresentations,  the    gross 
mistakes,  and  he  xvould  say,  the  wilful 
misrepresentations  given  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  of    Commons.      He 
wished  aUo  to  be  considered  as  by  no 
means  hostile  fb  an  hiquiry  into  the  late 
Expeditions,  though  he  opposed  motions 
which  were  sub^ioiitially  a  condemnation 
before  inquiry.     It  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  enter  into  any  defence  of  his  ge- 
neral conduct  [*'  No  indeed  !"]     He  had 
ever  been  the  active  opposer  of^those  who 
either  at  home  or  abroad,  were  endeavour- 
ing to  destroy  the  greatness  of  Old  Eng- 
land [Cries—"  Of>,  o^\  no  mock  I'^yalty, 
no  cant."]     As  much   misrepresentation 
was  circulated  about  the  nature  of  the 
office  which  it  had  pleaded  his  Majesty 
[not  his  Majesty,   but  his  Mihisters]  to 
confer  upon  him,  he  begged  to  say  that 
it  was  an  ancient  and  honourable  one,  re- 
gulated by  acts  of  Parliament,  and  net 
paid,  as  was  industriously  stated,  ont  of 
the  public  taxes.    The  salary  was  made 
up  by  small  fees  levied  upon  every  issue 
of  money  from  the  Exchequer,  and  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  2,300/.  per  an- 
num.   If  the  objection  now  against  bim 
wa»  to  his  holding  a  place,  then  if  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


£09] 


MARCH  31,  IBlO.-^Cambridgahire  Ekctian. 


[51tf 


principle  waa  true,  it  was  impossible  that 
«ome  of  the  most  efficient  officers  in, the 
state  could  sit  in  the  legislature ;  a  posi- 
tion, the  impropriety  of  which  it  was 
needless  to  illustrate.  He  had  heatd  that 
his  exertions  in  Eaubriok  Fen  had  oileiided 
some  of  his  former  supporters. — [A  Free 
holder  from  the  body  of  the  Meeting 
stated,  that  it  was  true,  for  his  own  part 
his  property  had  been  without  notice  af- 
fected. He  had  by  that  cut  paid  already 
150/.  and  was  now  in  arrears  7l/. — Mr. 
Yorke.  I  had  no  personal  object  to  an- 
«\ver>  and  I  am  confident  every  notice 
was  given. — The  Freeholder,  There  was 
no  notice  either  to  roe  or  my  neighbours. 
It  was  smuggled  through  in  the  dark.  It 
was  a  mei'c  job.] — Mr.  Yorke  concluded 
by  thanking  the  meeting  for  the  favour- 
able hearing  he  at  length  got,  and  assured 
them,  that  if  in  his  public  course  he  had 
been  mistaken,  it  was  an  error  in  judg- 
ment (murnmrs,  and  cries — off,  of,  off), 

Mr.  Brand  briefly  replied  to  some  of 
the  observations, of  the  last  speaker.  He 
observed,  that  between  the  persons  whom 
Mr.  Yorke  supported,  and  those  to  whom 
he  (Mr.  B.)  was  attached,  there  was^  this 
distinguishing  characteristic,  that  the 
friends  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man were  ever  endeavouring  to  excite 
one  part  of  the  people  against  the  other. 
To  propagate  suspicions  of  disaffection 
Stnd  treason — to  excite  Englishmen  against 
Englishmen,  was  a  permanent  unvarying 
part  of  their  policy.  With  respect  to 
what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Yorke,  relative 
to  the  London  Editors,  he  had  to  say, 
that  he  considered  the  publicity  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
the  manner  it  was  given,  of  the  most  ma- 
terial benefit  and  importance  to  the  coun- 
try.' It  was  not  oijly  beneficial,  but  it 
was  natural  that  the  people  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  attendance,  the  senti- 
ments, and  the  votes  of  these  men  to 
whom  they  delegated  such  a  sacred  au- 
thority. Such  an  anxiety  was  to  be  ex- 
pected at  all  times;  but  if  ever  there  was 
a  period  when,  at  least,  that  gratification 
should  be  afforded  to  the  country,  it  was 
at  the  moment,  and  upon  the  very  8i\b- 
ject  which  the  R^'^ht  Honourable  Gentle- 
man selected  for  enforcing  the  Order  of 
lexclusion,  (Loud  applause,)  It  was  at  the 
tfroment  when  the  country  stood  aghast 
with  astonishment  at  the  multiplied  cala- 
mities which  had  befallen  it,  when  the 
bravest  armies  that  ever  left  the  British 
shore  were  almost  annihilated,  that  the 
Bight  Hon.  Gent,  shut  th«  door  of  the 


House,  then  proceeding  into  investiga- 
tion of  those  evils,  in  the  face  of  the  peo- 
ple. When  the  public  hope  was  directed 
to  those  proceedings,  and  every  maa  wa» 
laudably  and  anxiously  solicitous  to  as^ 
certain  the  facts  detailed  in  evidence,  to« 
gether  with  the  opinions  of  the  respective 
Members  upon  them — what  danger  could 
he  possibly  foresee  by  allowing  the  pub- 
lic wish  ?  With  respect  to  secrecy,  a  Com- 
mittee had  been  already  appointed,  to 
whom  all  documents  were  .rcfen-ed,  tht 
communication  of  which'  might  be  dan* 
gerous  to  the  public  inteifests.  At  first  it 
appeared  to  arise  from  the  inveterate 
hatred  which  the  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman seems  to  have  to  publicity  of  all 
kinds  ;  but  what  followed  after  he  retired 
as  the  Teller  of  the  Exchequer,  fully 
proved  that  he  acted  only  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Ministry.  For, 
when  precluded  by  his  acceptance  oC 
place  from  continuing  in  his  seat,  who 
succeeded  to  the  pleasing  duty  of  expelK 
ing  the  public  ?  The  person  who  succeed- 
ed was  one  of  the  very  administration,  a^ 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  Lovame.) 
That  fact  was  true  and  undeniable,  an^ 
he  that  had  not  intellect  to  understand  it, 
was  almost  incapable  of  conceiving  anj 
thing*  The  Right  Honourable  Gentle« 
man,  Mr.  Yorke,  was  now  a  Placeman^ 
but  he  was  sorry  to  tell  him,  that  when  ha 
took  that  place  he  forfeited  every  title  to 
public  character.  A  public  character  he 
once  had,  and  he  was  sorry  to  see  it  so 
improperly  sacrificed ;  because  public 
characters  were  the  best  property  of  a 
nation. 

The  Rev.  George  Brown,  Fellow  of 
Trinity  College,  said.  Gentlemen  Free- 
holders of  the  County  of  Cambridge,  I 
congratulate  you  upon  the  patient  hear- 
ing which  has  at  length  been  afiorded.to 
the  right  honourable  Teller  of  I  he  Ex- 
chequer. I  have  listened,  together  with 
yourselves,  attentively  to  his  defence,  and 
I  can  only  say,  that  if  you  are  satisfied 
with  that  defence,  you  are  the  most  easily 
satisfied  of  any  Freeholders  in  any  County 
in  England.  Gentlemen,  what  has  beea 
the  nature  of  his  defence  ?  he  has  told  you 
that  his  conduct  has  been  misrepresented ; 
that  a  conspiracy  has  existed  among 
the  newspaper  reporters  to  misrepresent 
his  speeches  in  parliament.  Well,  gen- 
tlemen, if  the  Editor  of  the  Cambridge 
Chronicle,  a  tolerably  strenuous  friend  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  hst^  mis- 
represented his  speeches,  I  am  very  sorry 
for  i(.    But  his  votes,  gentlenfien,  hate  no^ 
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been  misrepreieiited ;  they  at  least  speak 

for  themselves. Did  he  erer  sanction 

Witli  his  approbation,  did  he  ever  give  his 
vote  for  any  public  measure,  which  had 
for  hA  object  either  the  relief  of  the  people 
from  their  oppressive  burdens,  or  uie  re- 
peal of  any  act  which  bore  upon  their 
rights  and  privileges?  (aria  of  never-never,) 
Gentlemen,  I  have  your  answer;  and  I 
will  now  ask,  is  there  any  measure  which 
lended  to  encroach  uoon  your  c<mstita« 
tronal  freedom,  but  wnat  has  been  sanc- 
tioned bv  his  vote?  I  will  boldly  answer 
jDone.  But  gentlemen,  to  have  done  with 
misrepresentations,  when  the  fact  is  clear- 
ly ^stablishedj  he  has  told  you  that  if  he 
did  wrong,  it  proceeded  from  an  error  in 
judgment,  and  this  not  once  or  twice,  but 
often  ;  so  then  for  twenty  years,  gentle- 
men, you  have  been  content  to  be  repre- 
sented! by  one  who  has  all  along  acted 
from  an  error  in  judgment!  and  is  Oe  to 
be  again  the  representative  of  your  choice? 
Such,  gentlemen,  are  the  points  of  his  de- 
fence to  which,  as  they  had  not  been  no- 
ticed by  the  honourable  fepeaker  who  pre- 
ceded roe,  I  thought  it  right  to  call  your 
attention.  Bat  during  jthe  two  last  Ses- 
sions of  ParliarHent  what  has  been  the 
conduct  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man ?  ha^  he  not  given  all  his  influence 
and  all  his  ability  to  8u|iport  a  weak,  a  pro- 
fligate, a  contemptible  administration  ?  an 
administration,  which  came  into  power  by 
means  of  a  religious  outcry ;  a  detestable 
cry,  which  was  raised  but  too  fatally  and 
effectually  in  this  place,  but,  which  I 
trust  in  God,  will  never  be  heard  of  more* 
And  how  has  this  administration  shewed, 
hs  zeal  for  the  sacred  cause  of  religion  ? 
did  not  two  of  the  principal  and  most  effi- 
cient members  of  it,  regardless  of  the  laws 
*f  their  country,  and  the  laws  of  their 
God,  challenge,  and  openly  meet  each 
other  in  single  combat?  and  have  not  the 
public  meastircgi  of  this  administration  re- 
duced us  to  the  lowest  ebb  ?  There  was  a 
time  when  the  power  of  France  was 
^ghted  and  scorned  by  us;  bat  now  it 
presents  an  aspect,  which  alarms  and  inti- 
midates ;  it  is  no  longer  for  glory  that  we 
are  fighting,  bat  for  our  chance  of  exist- 
ence as  a  nation.  And  yet  these  are  the 
men,  whom  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man has  supported,  and,  whom  it  ap- 
pears to  be  his  fixed  intention  to  support ! 
If  then,  sentlemen^  vou  are  desirous  to  re- 
turn to  the  good,  old,  sound,  whig,  consti- 


tutional pritt^ipffii,  by  which  your  fere* 
fathers  were  moved  and  animated:  and 
by  which  they 'raited  themselves  and  their ' 
country  to  a  proud  pre-eminence,  reject  Mr. 
Charles  Yonce;  it  you  wish  to  rescue  your 
county  from  the  imputation  of  being  ai 
mere  dependant  borough,  reject  Mr. 
Charles  Yorke ;  if  you  wish  to  mar|t  with 
your  disapprobation  the  conduct  of  th^ 
present  ministrvy  reiectlMr.  Charles  Yorke. 
And,  above  all,  if  you  wish  to  see  estab- 
lishcKi  a  firm,  vi^rous,  efficient  adminis^ 
tration ;  one  which,  while  it  possesses  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  shall  shew  itself 
not  unworthy  the  favour  of  the  monarch, 
reject  Mr.  Charles  Yorke;  crown  with 
your  suf&ages  the  upright  and  independant 
Candidate  who  now  stands  forward  in  your 
defence;  secure,  I  say,  the  Election  of 
Lord  Francis  Godolpbin  Osborne,  and 
close  tbe  avenues  of  corruption  for  ever. 

The  Marquis  of  TavistoCk.  In  answer 
to  what  has  fallen  from  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke),  I  beff  leave  to 
say,  that  if  he  had  boldly  and  manfully 
accepted  a  constitutional  place  in  .the 
Councils  of  his  Sovereign,  his  conduct 
would  not  be  exposed  to  the  animadver- 
sion which  it  is  this  day.  In  such  case 
the  country  would  bo  secured  in  some 
des^ree  by  liis  responsibility,  and  he  him- 
selT  would  have  ihe  satigfaction  to  feel  that 
if  at  any  time  a  difference  of  opinion 
should  take  place  between  -  hiiia  and  his 
official  colleagues,  it  would  be  open  for 
him  to  resign  his  place,  and  to  conform  to 
the  dictates  of  his  ownjudgment*  Bui 
he  now  stands  in  a  quite  contrary  situa- 
tion. He  is  the  hired  advocate  of  Minis- 
ters, and  has  received  his  retaining  fee 
(reiUratedtfpUmse),  He  must  now  defend 
their  errors  and  palliate  their  ignorance. 
He  cannot  abandon  them  without  incur- 
ring the  imputation  of  that  worst  vice  of 
which  human  nature  is  susceptible — in* 
gratitude  (Icud  cheering.) 

The  High  Sheriff  then  put  the  question^  ' 
when  on  a  shew  of  hands  the  numbers 
were  in  a  proportion  of  ten  to  one  in 
&vour  of  Lore!  Francis  Osborne.  Mr. 
Yorke's  friends  demanded  a  poll,  which 
was  fixed  for  Friday  tbe  16th ;  but  on 
that  day  Mr.  Yorke  thought  fit  to  decline 
the  conte^it,  and  Lord  Fbancis  Godolphin 
Osborne  was  declared  duly  elected  the 
Rbpresbntative  of  the  Freeholders  of 
the  County  of  Camb/iidgb. 
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THE  GREAT  LORD  CHATHAM. 

Mr.  Prrt,  when  tJontemling  For  a  Reform  in  Parliament,  in  1*^82,  told  the  ttotisc,  that  h<*  t>fthoha!l|^ 
knew,  that  it  was  the  opin  uaoif  his  father,  that,  **  without  recurring  to  first  principles,  in  tbie  rCfpect^ 
**  and  ettablislnng  a  more  solid  nud  tqual  rfpre^ntatioD  of  tho  people,  by  which  the  proper  comtita*^ 
*'  tional  connection  sbou'd  be  revived,  this  nation,  with  the  lest  capncitjes  for  grandeur  and  bappinesa 
**^  of  any  on  the  fa\ie  bf  rhe  earth,  must  be  confounded  with  the  mast  of  those  wboss  Kbert^  were  Iom 
•*  in  the  corfupUun  of  the  ^ople.'* 

Mn.  t>ITt. 

"  THb  defect  of  repref^ntatiofa  h  (he  national  diseasli;  and  nnte;^  yon  nf^Vy  &  ^eine^y  directly  l(| 
**  that  disease,  you  must  inevitibly  take  the  consequences  with  which  it  is  pregnant.  Without  a  Pav^ 
*•  liamentary  Reform  the  nation  will  be  plunged  into  new  wars ;  without  a  Parliamentary  Reform  yon 
••  cannot  be  safe  again>t  bad  ministers,  nor  can  even  good  ministers  be  of  use  to  you.  No  hotieiii 
•*  man  can,  according  to  the  prbsent  system,  continue  minister." — i— Ma.  Pn-t*s  Speech,  1782*  ? 


513] 

SUMxMARY  OF  POLTTICa 

.      JCBILEE   pARLIAMfeNt. 'that    Hoose, 

that  Honourable  House,  that  self  same 
Assembly,  that  far  famed  body  of  nicn,  who^ 
In  the  blessed  forty  ninth  year,  even  in  the 

iear  of  Jobilee^  refused  to  censure  the 
^uke  of  York,  and  also  refused  to  censure 
Lord  Custlereagh,  and  eveii  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  ^enry  Wellesl^y,  and  Mr. 
l^erceval,  all  three  of  whom  stood  distinctly 
charged  with  having  trafficked  in  Seats  in 
that  same  Honotirable  HoUse ;  that  House^ 
that  Honourable  HoUse,  has,  at  last,  come 
to  a  decision,  relative  to  the  policy  and 
c:onduct  of  the  Wakheren  Expedition; 
juid,  th4t  decision  isi  that  the  ministers,' 
irho  planned  the  Expedition,  who  sent  it 
forth,  and  ivho  kept  it  there  so  long,  are 
'  jnot  only  not  •morUiy  <(fdensuri  fur  this  part 
.of  their  measures,  but,  on  the  contr;!try, 

tvorthy  qfprauei ^An  Inquiry,  at  the  bar 

of  the  House,  has  been  going  on  ever  since 
the  beginniogvof  February.  The  evidence 
being  closed  about  a  fortnight  ago,  the 
members  of  the  Honourable  House  began, 
,  last  Monday  weekj  their  debates  upon  it, 
which  debates  they  closed  on  the  folloWitig 
f  rtday,  March  the  30th,  when  they  di- 
irjded  as;  follows : 
for  censoring  the  uildertaking  of  th& 

Expedition 227 

Against  such  censure    •    -     -    •>>  .  -  275 

Majority  for  the  Ministers    ^    -    48 

JFor  afprcning  of  the  undertaking  of 

the  Expedition    •---'>-  272 
Against  such  approbation    •    «.   *  ^  232 


_ ^ [51* 

For  censuring  the  keeping  of  our  soU 

diers  so  long  in  WalcJieren     -      -  22A 
Against  such  censure     -    -    -    -    *  27^ 

Majority  for  the  Ministers    ^    *    51 

For  approving  of  the  keepiitg  of  oiit 

Soldiers  so  long  in  Wakheren   -  -  125^ 
Against  such  approbation    -    -    •    -  23^ 


Majority  for  the  Miilisters 


21 


Majority  for  th«  Ministers 


40 


Tlierc  is  no  occasion  for  iHe  to  say  much 
upon  this  subject,  at  least,  by  way  of  com- 
ment upon  either  ihe  delmtings  or  the  voiingSi 
As  to  the  debatiiigs^  the  mind  of  every  man 
ift  the  country  was  made  up,  long  before, 
very  long  indeed  hcfore  those  debatingsbe-* 
gan ;  slnd,  as  to  the  votings,  they  speak  fo^ 
themselves,  and,  in  most  eloqueht  and 
convincing  language  do  they  speak.'  -a.  • 
But,  the  result  of  this  grand  parliamentary 
conflict  is  very  interesting  as  an  iliustra^ 
tion  of  certain  doctrines,  held  by  ttie  most 
strenuous  opponents  of  Parliamentary  Re? 
form.  I,  for  my  part,  do  not  think  it 
worth  while  to  give  any  opinion  tlpon,  of 
to  say  a  word  about,  Jthc  dreadful  'Expedi- 
tion to  Walcheren,  in  atiy  other  way  thaii 
as  the  result  of  the  Inquiry,  respeotiii^  k» 
bears  upon  the  grand  question  ofDomestj/t 
Reform,  without  which,  a  great  majority 
of  the  nation  is  convinced,  no  change 
of  ministers  would  give  us  a  diance  qt 
any  permanent  good  to  the  country  at 
large. The  men,  who  oppose  the  pre- 
sent ministers^  are  also  the  opponents  q( 
U8,  who  are  for  a  Reform,  vr^thodt  whi<?h 
we  expect  no  good,  and  without  which  w.e 
hold  most  decidedly,  that  no  goo<^  cajtl 
come  to  us^  worthy  of  a  moment's  ai|eiqi' 
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lioB.  To  be  sure^  both  parlies,  the  INS 
and  the  OUT^  are  opposed  to  such  Re- 
form ;  but  it  is,  at  present,  only  the  OUTS 
that  make  representations  respecting  the 
condtsct of'  the  Hohourable  House;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  with  thtm,  thatwe  have 

now  more  immediately   lo  do. Thtre 

are  two  notable  pieces,  up<in  r<'cord, 
coming  from  the  mouihs  and  the  pens  of 
these  our  adversaries,  llie  firi>t  is  a  Speech 
€f  Mr,  Tcnsoyiby,  and  the  st^coud,  an  artfcit 

in  the  Editibtirgh  Revinv, Mr.  Ponsonby 

is  looked  upon  as  Captain  General  of  the 
regularly  disciplined  and  embodied  army 
of  Opposition ;  and,  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
viewers may  be  regarded  as  Auxiliaries  in 
the  same  cause,  the  very  heart's  blood  and 
•oul  of  which,  is,  a  piospect  of  place  and 

profit, Mr.    Ponsonby,    at    the    time 

when  Mr.  Madocks  made  his  motion  for 
an  Inquiry  into  the  seliing  of  Seats,  both 
voted  arid  spoke  against  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr.  Perceval, 
though  Mr.  Madocks  pledged  himself  to 
prove  the  truth  of  his  charge.  So  far  from 
appearing  to  think,  that  the  country  ought 
to  be  dissatisfied  with  that  refusal  to  in- 
auir^,  Mr.  Ponsonby  appeared  lo  think, 
that  the  country  ball  no  right  to  meddle 
withsuth  matters  ;  and,  the  Honourable 
House  cesolved,  310  to  85,  that  they  xcould 

enter  upon  no  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

Very  well :  but,  now,  bearing  this  in  mind, 
let  us  hear  what  Mr.  Pon>;onby  said  about 
inquiry,  relative  to  the  Walchercn  Exj.e- 
dition.  His  words  are  of  great  import- 
ance .^ere.  They  are,  remember,  words 
coming  from  one  of  those,  who  voted 
against  inquiry,  when  the  Charge,  against 
the  very  same  ministers,  was,  having  sold, 

actually   sold.  Seats  in  Parliament. 

"  An  Inquiry/'  he  said,  "  was  indeed  ne- 
"  cessary  :  not  however  to  ascertain  whe- 
"  ther  the  Expedition  was  a  calamity  or 
"  not,  hut  to  ascertain  to  whom  the  ca- 
"  lamity  was  imputable.  This  was  the 
"  only  object  of  the  proposed  Inquiry, 
"  and  condemnation  woula  of  course  fol- 
"  low  the  discovery.  Condemnation  of 
**  the  culprit,  whoever  be  might  be,  was 
"  indeed  nnperiously  demanded, — *'  The 
"  enemy  has  declared  (said  Mr.  Pon- 
"sonby)  that  the  Genius  of  France  con« 
"  ducted  the  British  army  to  perish  in 
"  the  pestilential  marshe??  of  Walcheren." 
"No;  itv^as  not  th  •  Genius  of  France, 
'"  but  the  Demon  qf  Englmul-^Tx  weak, 
*"'  divided,  distracted,  and  incapable  ad- 
"  ministration  ;  ill  thought  of  by  all,  and 
''iuspected  by  themselves;    contemned 


*'  by  the  country,  and  divided  against  one 
"  another  ;  their  very  leader — he  who 
"  commanded  the  finances  of  the  nation, 
"  declaring  himself  innocent  hecmcse  he 
"  was  vjnorant.  Behold  the  picture  of  a 
"British  Ministry!  Why  should  Buo- 
"  napartc  >*'age  hostility  against  the  coun- 
"  try  ofwhichsuih  men  aie  the  Minis- 
"tors?  Whnt  need  has  he  of  his  great 
"  power  and  talents  to  cope  with  llieir  in- 
"  sincerity  to  themselves,  and  their  inca- 
**  pacily  \\\  their  ofiices  ?  n»en  who  were 
'*  unanimous  that  theirinciTicient  colleague 
"  should  l»c  dismissed,  yet  allowed  him  to 
"remain  in  power — arU)vved  him  to  con- 
"duct  the  greatest  Expedition  which 
"  ever  left  our  coast,  on  which  the  eyes  of 
"  England  were  \\\^A,  and  the  laic  of 
"  Europe  depentled  — /i'.?/  they  should  hurt 
**  his  feelings !  Men  who  were  content  to 
"  send  our  brave  soldiers  to  their  grave— 
"  content  to  squander  the  treasures  of  the 
"  country — content  to  tarnish  our  national 
"  name,'in  the  hope  of  finding  some  co- 
"  lourable  pretext  for  reconciling  the  Noble 
"  Lord* s  feelings  to  his  incapacity  !  Where 
"  was  their  consideration  for  the  honour 
'*  of  their  country  ?  Where  for  the  fame 
"of the  army  ?  Where  for  the  feelingpi 
"  of  the  people  who  had  committed  such 
"  a  trust  into  their  hands  ?  and  yet  now 
."  is  it  to  be  endured,  that  one  of  those  men 
"  .should  be  transferred  to  the  head  of  the 
"  present  Administration,  and  demanding 
"  the  confidence  of  that  hmise,  desire  it  to 
"  abstain  from  all  inquiry  into  their  mis- 
"  fortunes,  till  he  should  think  proper  to 
"  give  it  his  information.  We  have  in* 
"  deed  experienced  many  calamities. 
"  We  have  tolerated  innumerable  suffer- 
'*  ings  and  privations  ;  but  if  this  demand 
'*  is  this  ni^ht  acceded  to  ;  if  such  a  ml- 
"  nister  obtains  the  confidence  of  this 
"  house,  then  malignant  men  enough  may 
"  be  found  in  the  nation,  to  pronounce  its 
"greatest  calamity — Such  a  Housb  of 
"  Commons  !" Very  well,  the  Honoura- 
ble House  has  now  enquired,  and  decided. 
They  have  decided,  too,  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  censure ;  and,  instead  of 
censure,  that  there  was  grountl  for  appro^ 
haiibn.  The'  House  have  decided,  not 
only  that  the  sending  forth  of  the  Expedi* 
tionwa's  not  wrong,  but  that  it  was  ri^ht, 
and  that  it  was  riglu  also  to  keep  the  Sol- 
diers in  Walcheren,  after  the  sickness 
began  to  niake  its  dreadful  ravages.  Now, 
then,  upon  lohat  ground  is  it  that  Mr.  Pon- 
sonby and  his  party  can  call  upon  the 
people  to  make  applications  for  the  remw^ 
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^  those  ndnUters,  who  planned  >  executed^ 
and  persevered  in  the  Expedition  \  Ground 
enough  upon  the  principles  of  the  Reform 
fmsis  ;  but,  upon  no  other  principles  what- 
ever.  ^But,  now  let  us  hear  the  Edin- 
burgh Reviewers,  who  abuse<l  the  Re- 
forbii^ts,  and  who,  in  their  very  last  Num- 
ber, have  represented  tliem  as  little  better 
than  anarchists.  These  Reviewers,  who 
liave  been  but '  very  little  other  than 
mere  political  partizans;  mere  tools  in 
the  hands  of  the  Opposition ;  these  men, 
some  of  whom  have  been  stuffed  into  the 
Honourable  Tlouse  and  into  places,  have 
been  the  most  active  opponents  of  Reform 
of  Parliament.  Let  us  now,  therefore,  hear 
what  they  said,  when  they  were  looking 
forward  to  the  result  of  the  Inquiry  which 
ims  now  taken  place.»The  passage,  which 
I  am  about  to  insert,  is  from  *'  Re tn arks 
upon  the  Conduct  of  the  War**  publish- 
ed by  them  in  the  Number  for  October  last. 
^— "  They'*  (the  partizans  of  the  minis- 
ters) "have  admitted  all  their  failures  to  be 
•*  complete  and  fatal ;  they  have  con- 
•'  fessed,  thatthe  opportunities  which  they 
*•  have  lost  will  in  all  likelihood  never  re- 
''  torn.  After  a  few  wretched  attempts 
*'  to  divide  the  blame  among  themselves, 
'  *'  in  shares  different  from  those  in  which 
•'  the  country  is  disposed  to  apportion  it, 
"  they  have  been  compelled  to  allow  that 
'  **  among  tliemselves  it  must  all  be  divid- 
•'  ed,  and  upon  them  alone  must  the  re- 
*'  sponsibility  rest.  They  have  not  dared 
•'  to  deny,  that  the  prospects  of  the  Con- 
**  tinent  are  become  more  dismal  than 
"  ever ;  tliat  its  confidence  in  England  is 
"gone;  that  the  map  of  Europe,  from 
"  Moscow  to  Paris,  and  from  Lapland  to 
"  Calabria,  offers  to  the  eye  only  a  coi- 
*'  lection  of  Stale?,  aegrandizcd  by  her 
"  hostility,  or  ruined  by  the  perilous 
"  bounty  of  her  alliance.  Abroad  and 
"  at  home — which  way  soever  the  eye 
'-  can  turn,  our  rulers  have  amply  admitt- 
"  ed,  that  our  aflairs  are  only  not  despe- 
*'  rate,  and  have  themselves  come  for- 
"  ward  to  declare,  that  the  empire  is  re- 
"  dtiiced  to  a  slate  of  difficulty,  from  which 
"  there  can  be  at  least  no  precedent  of 
*'  its  ever  having  escaped  in  former  times. 
*'  And  after  all  these  confessions,  their 
' "  only  excuse,  the  only  attempt  they 
*'  make  to  regain  the  confidence  of  the 
"  people,  is  to  tell  us,  "  that  tfte  King  has 
*'  "  rdgnei  fifty  ycuTsy  They  have  ruined 
"oar  allies;  they  have  failed  in  everv 
*'  plan :  they  have  brought  us  through 
"  slaughter  and  disgrace,  loaded  with  ig' 


"  nomin}-,  and  weighed  down  with  almost 
*'  intolerable  burdens — to  the  very  brink 
"  of  destruction  :— '  but  the  King  is  very 
"  old,',  and  '  he  has  reigned  above  half  a 
"  century.' — It  now  remains  to  be  seen, 
"  iL'hcther  that  Parliament,  which  stands  m 
"no  need  qf  reformation — which  is  a  fair 
'*  representative  qftlte  people  qf  England — 
"  which  speaks  the  sentiments  qf  the  country 
*'  — will  be  satisfied  with  this  set-oft'; 
"  and  once  more  acquit  the  Ministers  of 
"  airblame  for  their  recent  mismanage- 
*^ment.  Holding,  in  common  v.  ith  the 
"  Parliament  itself,  the  doctrine  of  its 
''  purity  and  of  its  sufficiency  to  save  the 
"  State,  we  cannot  anticipate  such  a  de- 
"  cision.  But  if,  unhappily^  we  should 
''  find  ourselves  mistaken;  it,  again, every 
"  measure  and  every  minister  be  covered. 
"  over  with  its  approbation,  tlten  wc  ,zvitl 
"  venture  to  predict,  not  tfuU  the  Gocemmait 
"  is  acquitted,  hut  THAT  THE  PARUA- 
"MENT  STANDS  CDNpEMNED;  and 
"  we  shall  most  unwillingly  he  compelled  to 
"  appear  in  the  foranost  rank  qf  those  wlto 
**  ftmst  acknowledge  tliat  they  are  convinced 
'*  and  converted.  For  it  is  needless  to  dis- 
"  guise  the  matter.  A  refusal  to  punish 
"  the  authors  '•four  misfortunes  can  only 
"  mean  one  of  two  things— either  that 
"  there  has  been  no  blame  incurred— or 
"  that  it  is  inexpedient  to. declare  it,  be- 
''  cause  such  a  resolution  would  drive  the 
"  guilty  persons  from  the  Government. 
"  In  the  one  case,  the  Parliament  will 
"  show  that  it  is  not  the  Representative  of 
"  the  Country ;  in  the  other,  we  shall  have 
"  a  conclusive  proof  that  the  Ministers  of 
"  the  Crown  are  irremoyeable.  The  re- 
"  sponsibility  </  h^r  rulers,  that  fairest  fea-  ^ 
"  ture  in  the  theory  of  the  Constitution, 
"  will  be  no  longer  evenanavie,  wherewithal 
"  to  round  parliamentary  periods;  aoid 
"  the  people  will  thenceforward  recognise, 
"  in  the  great  Council  of  the  Nation,  not 
"  the  guardian  of  tlieir  interests,  and  the 
"  champion  qf  their  rights,  hut  a  well  contrived 
"  instrument  qf  taxation, — The  consequences 
"of such  a  decision,  therefcnre,  will  b(> 
"  productive  of  incalculable  mischief;  it 
"  will  complete  the  alienation  qf  the  Cqun* 
"  try  from  the  Government,  and  shame  awas^ 
"  tiie  boldest  drfenders  of  the  present  system,*' 

This  was  what  they  said.   These  were 

the  words  of  a  set  of  writers,  who,  in  their 
very  last  Number,  have  had  the  impu^ 
dence  to  talk  about  what  they  call  tbjs 
violence  o£  Sir  Francis  Burd^tt  and  his 
followers;  and  who  have  had  the  dupli- 
city, in  that  same  Number,  to  call  upoii 
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the  Whigs  to  step  forward,  and  save  the 
eoQliiry  nom  -that  violence,  which,  they 
afTect  to  believe,  is  likely  to  tear  the 
*'  monarchy"  to  atoms. 1  beg  the  rea- 
der to  observe  herb,  thdt  this  article  was 
published  before  the  parlianicni  met,  and, 
of  coui'se,  before  any  inquiry  could  have 
been  begun.  These  writers  say  (heforc 
the  inquiry  has  been  begun)  if'  the  parlm- 
ntent  does  not  punish  tht  mnmtcnf  wv  will 
then  say,  that  the  parliameat  iiNclf  is  a 
'conrapt  and  worse -tlian -useless  hudy. 
These  gentlemen  wish  the  ministers  to  bf 
punished;  and,  if  the  parlivinient  should 
not  punish  them,  they  say,  that,  in  such 
case,  they  predict,  *'  not  that  the  govcrn- 
"  ment  h  acquitted,  "but  that  the  Parlia- 
'*  ment  stands  cmdemv.ed ;  that  rcspousH^i- 
*^  lity  will  no  lo^irer  txisty  ercn  in  name ;  tliat, 
•'  thenceforward  the  people  will  rec(ig- 
"  nizc,  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation, 
"  not  the  guardian  of  their  interests  and 
*»  the  champion  of  their  rights,  but  a  ti'dl- 
"  contrived  wstrument  qf  taxation;  and  that, 
"  the  cort sequences  of  not  punishing  the 
"  ministers  will  be  productive  of  incalcu- 
*'  lable  mischief,  and  will  complete  the  ali- 
*'  enation  of  tfic  country  from  the  goTnmnent^ 
**•  and  shame  away  the  boldest  dtfcndcrs  of  the 

** present ^st em.  Well;  the  niini<fers 

are  not  punished  by  the  parliament.  They 
are  not.ojily  not  punished,  but  not  cen- 
fured.  Nay,  the  very  acts,  for  which  the 
Reviewers  say  they  ought  to  be  punished, 
have  received  the  approbation  of  parlia- 
ment.  Oh  !  how  I  long  to  see  the  next 

Number  of  the  Edinburgh" Review !  What 
will  its  authors  nfftb  say  ?  Will  ihey  now 
assert  positively  what  they  before  as>erted 
conditionally  f  Or  wlH  they  eat  their 
words  as  fast  as  decenc^  will  permit? 
The  wary  loons  thought  there  was  no 
danger  in  their  predictions  of  October 
last  J  they  thought  they  were  qutte  sure, 
afker  the  pistolling  niatch  of  the  privy- 
counsellors,  that  the  ministry  could  not 
stand  ;  they  themselves  had  not  the  small- 
est idea  of  the  vast  powers  of  that  inflii- 
■«ncc,  which  they  liad  before  "described  as 
necessary  for  the  support  of  *'  cur  goodly 
**  fabric*'  of  government;  they  wrote, 
in  fact,  just  after  the  Putney  Heath  duol 
had  taken  place,  at  a  moment  when  all 
the'shallo\v-brained  politicians  looked  upon 
a  total  chan^  of  ministry  as  certain ;  or, 
never  would  they  have 'written  is  they 
did.*— -But  (addressing  myself  now  to 
iket/tf)  Gentlemen,  will  you  now  stand  to 
your  word  f  Will  you  now  say,  **  that 
•  |A#  J^iantfM  stands  condemned;    that 
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"  responsibility  is  a  complete  sham ;  that  the 
"  Parliament  is  not  the  guardian  of  the 
"  people's  interests  and  rights,  but  merely 
*'  a  ivetl'Cont rived  instrument  qf  l<ixatm ; 
"  and  that  the  recent  decision  has  coni' 
"  pleted  the  nlicnatinn  qfthe  people  from  (he 
"  govcrnjnatt  f**  Will  you  now  say  this? 
Your  nnswer  is  unccriain  ;  but,  one  of 
tliroe  thinf,^"?  is  vtry  certain ;  namely, 
that  you  will  now  make  this  charge  againsi 
the  l\irlianj(jnt,  or  that  -you  will  retract 
vour  charms  o^iain.^t  tlie  ministers,  or  thai 
you  will   prove- yourselrcs  to  be  auK.ngst 

thu  very  basest  ol  in  »nkind. If  thetirsi, 

then  you  have  siunclhing  more  to  do,  in 
fulfilment  fif  ytiur  pioniises  to  the  pub- 
lic. You  Iiave  then  openly  and  zealously 
to  join  tliosc,  who  call  for  a  Kcform  of  the 
Parliament;  yon  linve  then  to  "  aj.pcar 
"  in  the  foremost  rank  of  those,  who  must 
••  acknowledge  that  they  are  convinced  and 
"  converted,"  Welcome  you  certainly  will 
be  unto  us ;  but,  let  us  hope,  that  we  shall 
hear  no  m\)re  of  that  fine-spun  politico* 
philosophy,  which  discovered  so   many 

beauties  in  corruption. Now,  as  to  the 

decision  itseff,  which  is,  at  the  same  time,* 
decision  in  favour  of  the  vdnistry's  contimt" 
at  ion  in  power,  what  is  it  to  the  nation, 
unless  some  prospect  of  better  treatment 
had'  been  held  out  by  the  Opposition  ? 
During  the  whole  of  these  long  debates, 
not  a  man  of  them  has,  that  I  have  heard 
of,  expressed  one  single  sentiment  in  fa- 
vour of  the  people.  They  have  made  no 
advances  towards  the  people  :  but,  on  die 
contrary,  have  pretty  clearly  demon- 
strated, that  they  still  entertain  all  those 
feelings  and  views,  which,  on  the  ever- 
metnorable  12ih  of  May  in  the  year  of  Ju- 
bilee, induced  them  to  echo  bock  the  cry 
of"  Make  a  Standi'  Make  a  stand !  "  It 
"  is  time  to  make  a  stand  against  popular 
"  cncroadment  f*  Popular  encroachment! 
Yes,  they  did,  both  sides  of  the  Honour- 
able House  did,  call  it"  popular  encroach- 
ment," when  a  member  oOered  to  prove. 

Seat  in 
the  opan,  fair,  explicit  de- 
claration, that  this  oifcncc  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  an  ofier  to  give  proof  of  it  at 
the  bar  of  the  House';  this*  was  termed 
**  popular  encroachment,*'  and  the  House, 
3 10  to  85,  voted  that  the  member's  proofs 
should  not  be  produced  at  their  bar. — - 
Borne  down,  as  the  people  have  been, 
still  they  have  some  recollection;  and, 
'*  while  memory  holds  her  seat"'  in  their 
brain,  never  will  they,  or  can  thev,  forget 
the  treatment  they  received  in  the  Hignt 


that  the  king's  servants  had  sold  a 
that  House : 
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of  the  nt]i  ftnr)  themonving  of  the  I'ith 
of  May,  in  the  year  of  Jubilee.  LpJ 
^ny  man,  who  has  the  common  fecl- 
inj^s  of  a  man,  look  back  to  ihe  proc  eed- 
ings  of  that  ni«!;hf,  a*?  ihoy  s'aml  rcc<>r«lrd 
in  Vol.  XV,  |>a£fe  737,  of  the  Pomticai. 
Register,  ami  then  wonder,  if  he  can, 
thai  the  people  care  nothing  at  all  about 

U'hich   party  is  in  pov%er. ***  Tlie  pco» 

*'  pie  ^JUH  stir,'*  i»ay  the  OUTS;  and, 
lljey  h'4ve  the  impudence  ;  tlie  barefaced 
impudence;  the  proftigate  assura ncr. ;  the 
base  rn^oience,  to  ascribe  this  inaciivily, 
OD  the  part  of  the  people,  to  the  peoplt's 
ha'ing  corrupt ;  to  the  cifcunisiancc  of  cor- 
rpptioi)  being  *<  p^ore  Jatsr  at  the  Lodom 
"  th?u  at  the  top."      Stir!  What  should. 

the   people  &\\v  for  ? -The    Mokning 

CiijioMCLE  of  the  2nd  instant,  his  an  arti- 
cle, upon  this  subject,  well  wortliy  of  no- 
lice. "  It  was  universally  reported  yes- 

"  lerday,  that  a  change  in  hi^  nr.ijesiy'i> 
•'  councils  is  forthwiiii  to  take  place  ;  and 
**  it  is  expected  that  the  house  will  ad.- 
'^  journ  for  a  few  days  lo  give  time  f«>r  tht*. 
"  arrangement,  and  for  the  rc-el  ciion  of 
•-'  the  new  ministers. — It  niiiyi  however, 
"  be  only  street  report,  and  have  its  rise 
"  in  the  (Jee|>  conviction  on  ihepublic  mind, 
**  that  though  with  an  apparent  innjorlty  on 
"  Friday  nitzht  ministers  wli*^  \\\  realuj/ 
**  bcattiu  Whatever  m^y  be  their  detcr- 
"  minatiovi  on  the  event  oK  iliv  inquiry, 
*'  whether  pertinaciously  to  adhere  to  oilire 
**  as  they  are,  or  bv  some  nnserablq 
"changes  of  place,  or  by  b^ome  dis^jrace- 
**  ful  compromises  of  principle,  to  niakje 
"  up  a  hotch-potch  of  convicLd  impudence 
"  with  tried  ddimjnfmcy,  it  is  iiijjh  lime  for 
"  the  counties  and  grcaf  citu-s  o\  tile  united 
'*  kingdom  to  meet  and  c'lrrjf  their  case  qj,' 
*'  tU  public  situation  of  th^  aupixe  to  the  feet 
**  <^thc  throne,  as  the  last  means  of  rcirievr 
"  ing  his  majesty's  alfairs,  and  efiecting 

*'  the  salvation  of  the  empire." One 

can  hardly  say,  positively,  what  is  meant 
by  the  Counties  and  Great  Cities  meeting 
in)d  "  atrryii^  their  case  qf  the  public  siiua- 
*'  tion  qf  the  Etnpire  lo  the  feet  of  the 
"Throne;"*  burjf  the  English  of  it  be, 
?8  I  suppose  it  is,  that  it  i^  high  time  for . 
the  Coufuies  and  Great  Cities  to  meet  and 
petition  the  King  to  tui^n  out  the  INS 
and  put  the  OLTS  in  their  places,  the 
lUdrning  Chronicle  i|)ay  be  perfectly  sa- 
tisfied, that  the  Counties  and  Great  Cities 
will  do  no  such  thing;  until  the  OUT^ 
ihs^ll^ivo  the  people  a  ^ci^c pledge,  ihzi 
t^y  will  do  their  utmost  to  procure  a  Re- 
(orqi  \fk  thf  jlepr^nt^tioo  of  the  people. 


This  is  the  condition,  an^  the  sols  condi*, 
tion,  upon  which  the  people  can  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  "  stir**  in  favour  of  any  8e|^ 

of  public  men. What  docs  Mr.  rerry. 

say  in  this  very  paragraph?  Why,  het 
says,  in  phiin  meanincr,  thai  the  minister! 
have  been  convicted  o^ impudence,  and  that 
iimy  ^TQ  tried  dclmqu^nts.  Well!  Ifthi^ 
be  true;  and  if  the  House  have>  neverthe- 
less^ ac(]uittcd  ibcm,  and,  not  only  ac- 
quitted them,  but  expressed  its  approbation^ 
qf  tJicir  conduct ;  if  this  be  so :  if  Mr.l 
Perry's  desc»i|)lion  be  a  true  one,  for  wkal 
would  he  have  the  people  st  ir  ?  "  To  carry. 
"  tUcir  case  of  the  public  situatioki  of  tha 
"  Empire  to  the  feet  of  th^j  Throne.'^ 
But,  what  is  this  ?  Why  use  this  lawrlike 
jargon,  if  not  for  the  purpose  of  disguising 
tt)€  real  meaning  ?  ^'  The  case  ofthe public 
"  situation  of  the  Empire.*'  Aftd  wljy  the 
pompous  word  empire  f  It  is  a  kingdom  that, 
we  live  in  and  no  Empire.  Our  soyereiga 
is  a  kin^  and  no  Emperor.  But,  of  late 
d  \ys,  "  our  Geese  are  all  become  Svans/' 
Our  language  is  fast  becoming  sublimated 
rut  of  its  senses.  Every  one  al)ove  a  Qiern 
handicraftsman  is  an  "  es^ire;*'  the  wonaeii 
down  to  thf"  very  scullion  wcnch€S|,are  all 
'^  the  /////A\'5;*'and  our  country,  which  has  ei^- 
joyed  so  much  happiness  and  renown  undex 
the  li lie  of  Kim^dom,  is  wow,  it  seem8>to  bff 
called  an  Juupive :  and,  we  h|tve>  God 
prescive  us!  an  "r3dPERt^i.P.\KUAWENT!" 

-To  return  from  this  digressiop,  int^ 

which  I  was  dragged  by  the  use  of  thft 
word  Empire,  for  v^hat,  I  ag^iin  ask,  should 
any  of  the  people  stjr,  in  the  w^y  of  petj-* 
tion  to  the  throne,  if  the  ministers,  wju) 
have  been  approved  of  by  tl^e  Hopse  of 
Commons,  really  be  what  Mr.  Perry  haf 
described  them  to  be  ?  What  vfoxAd  be  thf 
use,  in  that  case,  of  petitioning  frowst  the 
ministers  7  .What  good  purpose  could  'i| 
answer  ?  what  sense  would  there  be  in  it? 

1  mean  no  disrespect  towards  Mr^^ 

Perry  ;  but,  really,  there  docs  not  appetUT 
to  me  to  be  common  sense  in  the  propra- 
tion.  Let  us  trtf  it  a  little.  Petition.  ID9 
King.  The  Counties  and  Great  Cities «rt 
called  upon  to  bestir  themselves  ;  V^U^yare 
told,  that  It  is  "  high  tinie'*  for  t!^  to  g^ 
to  the.  feet  of  the  Tlirotie  vrWi^  petUioasi 
but^  for  v:hat  f  What  are  the  Q^mUies  and  * 
Great  Cities  to  ask  at  the  )v^nds  of  their 
king }  Why,  Mr.  Perrt  pearly  wishte 
them  to  ask  for  the  dismission  of  the  pre* 
sent  ministers.  The  king's  ai^^irer  would^ 
doubtless,  be :  "  No ;  I  caumol  think  of 
<^  that,  because  the  House  of  Cofninonsa 
'•  yyur  rg»rf^seiit(;itv^^  have,  after  h  month'e 
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"  inquiry,  and  a  week's  debating,  decided, 
*'  that  my  servants  have  done  nothing 
**  wrong;  and,  instead  of  censure,  your 
*'  s&id  representatives  have  conferred  on  my 
^  servants  decided  approbation.**  Would 
not  this  shut,  would  it  not  clue  up,  the 
mouths  of  the  Counties  and  Great  Cities  ? 
What  man  of  them  all  would  have  the 
folly  to  pretend  that  such  answer  was  not 

satisfactory  ? ^Would  you,  Mr.  Perry, 

8ay,  in  reply  :  "  Yes, ,  but,  may  it  please 
**  your  Majesty,  though  your  servants  had 
**  an  apparent  majority,  they  were,  in 
*^  reality,  beaten?"  Perhaps  you  might 
$ay  this^  and,  repeating  the  words  of  your 
own  paper  of  the  3rd  instant,  you  might 

add  : *'  That,  when  the  list  of  the  ma- 

^  jority,  who  voted  in  favour  of  ministers, 
*'  on  Saturday  morning,  is  examined,  it 
**  will  be  found  th^t  the  advisers  of  the 
*'  Expedition  have  no  cause  for  triumph ; 
<'  that  the  nl^nber  of  persons  holdingpoMcal 
<'  (^ces^those  who  held  similar  offices  when 
^'  the  Expedition  was  undertaken,  together 
**  with  pel  sons  holding  places  in  ike  household 
^*  during  pleasure,  and  the  sons  and  bro- 
*'  thers  qf  persons  liolding  offices  during  plea- 
**  sure  or  relatives  of  the  foUr  Advisers, 
^*  amoiipts  to  Seventy- THUER ;  and  that 
"  t^lere  ar^  also  to  be  added  to  these,  Ge- 
'*  n^als  on  the  Staff,  and  persons  holding  of- 
^*  Jlces  immediately  connected  with  Govermtiait, 
*'  and  the  number  of  whom,  as  will  be 
"  seen  by  the  list  published  yesterday,  is 

"  very  considerable." Whereunio  the 

king  would  have  po  hesitation  in  answering 
in  words  somewhat  to  this  amount  :— 
•'  Oh  !  so,  then,  it  is  npt  of  my  s^ryants 
"  that  you  do,  in  fact,  complain,  so  rnuch 
*'  as  qI  my  faithful  Commons,  and  of  my 
**  people's  representatives.  And,  not  so 
"  much  of  their  conduct  upon  this  occasion 
•'  as  of  the  manner  in  which  t/u?  House  of 
"  Conwums  is  constituted.  Your  complaint 
"  is,  in  fact,  that  the  Hoqse  contains  a 
*•  great  number  of  persons,  who,  from  their 
"  situiitions  under  the  crown,  must  na- 
^  turally  be  under  the  immediate  controu) 
^'  of  my  servants.  This  is  a  very  cogent 
*'  reason  for  an  application  to  me  for  a  re- 
**  comipepdation  to  the  House  to  refo.rm 
*' itself;  bqt,  no  reason  at  all  for  an 
^  applicatio|i  to  me  to  turn  out  my 
"  present  seryai^ts ;  because,  whoever  I 
"  should  appoint  in  their  room  would,  if 
^  your  allegations  be  true  and  your  in- 
ferences fair,  bavejqst  as  many  members 
under  their  immc^iat^  controul  as  are 


^  under  the  itpiftfl^jfe^  |)3ntrou!  of  my 
f  P^esent^^^nmLrtQ^fore,  it  is 


"  as  clear  as  the  sun  at  noon  day,  that,  as 
"  far  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  your  pre- 
*'  sent  application,  a  mere  changing  qf  nv 
•*  servants  would  produce  no  pubhc  good^ 
**  no  security,  no  chance  of  advantage, 
"  nothing  that  would,  in  any  degree,  re- 
"  dound  to  the  honour  of  my  crown  or  to 

"  the  happiness  of  my  people." Now, 

Mr.  Perry,  though  the  Attorney  General 
complimented  you,  and  with  great  justice, 
on  yout  ingenuity,  I  do  not  believe  you 
possessed  of  ing;enuity  enough  to  make 
even  a  show  ot  reply  to  this.  In  short, 
yon  would  find  yourself  penned  up  so' 
completely,  that  you  must  either  retire  in 
silence,  or  say,  at  once  :  "  Well,  may  it, 
"  then,  please  your  Majesty,  te  cbaoae 
"  your  servants  and  to  recommend  a  Re<^ 
•'  form  of  the  House  at  the  same  time." 

To  this  the  kmg  would,  doubtless, 

answer:  *'  Here  again,  your  application 
"  does  not  appear  to  be  warranted  by 
"  sound  reason,  if  you  mean,  that  I  should 
*'  choose  as  my  new  servants,  those  who 
"  were  Iwely  my  servants  ;  for,  though  I 
"  find  their  names  in  your  list  of  the  mi- 
"  nority  upon  the  la.st  great  Votings,  I 
"  cannot  but  bear  in  mbid,  that  they  are 
"  not,  any  more  than  my  present  serv- 
*'  ants,  friendly  to  that  Reform,  fur  which 
"  you  now  apply  ;  but,  on  the  contrary* 
"  are  the  persons  who  Kave  the  most  fii- 
"  riously  attacked  alt  those,  who  have 
"  stood  forward  lo  call  for  such  Reform. 
"  —Therefore,  ferst,  a  compliance  with 
"  your  application  for  a  change  of  my" 
*«  servants,  would,  as  appears  from  your 
"  own  statement,  be  of  no  use,  unaccom- 
**  panied  with  a  recumiDe notation  of  a 
"  Reform  of  the  House  of"  Commons  \ 
"  and,  secondly,  a  compliance  with  your 
**  application  for  a  change  of  my  servants, 
*'  accompanied  with  such  recomiBenda- 
*'  tion,  would  be  of  no  use,  unless  I  were  to 
«'  choose  ray  new  servants  from  amongst 
"those,  to  whom  your  friends  are  more 
**  directly  opposed,  and  towards  whom 
*'  they  evince  more  b/tterntss  than  towards 

"  my  present  servduts." -^here    can 

be  no,  answcf  found  to  this.  Even  the 
metaphysics  of  t^e  Edinburgh  Reviewers 
wopld  not  afibrd  the  means  of  formiug, 
of  knead irtg  up.   even  a  quirk  to   bear 

against    it. Ridiculous,    ho!(irevcr,   as 

this  notion  of  petitioning  the  king  is,  it 
has,  I  see,  the  sanction  of  the  Cha^nqan 
at  a  recent  meeting  oGthf^t  poor  old  Ruinp'/ 
called  the  Whig  C^M^  Lord  HoLLAun, 
who  was  the  Chai^roan  alluded  to,  is  Te* 
presented  as  tuivlng  said  *^  that,  since  be 
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**  \iLst  had  the  honoar  to  meet  the  Club, 
*^  tiie  eoontry  had  witnessed  the  melan- 
*'  choly  result  of  thtvniost  expensive  antl 
"  llie  most  enormous  expedition  that  this 
'*  country  had  ever  sent  out.  He  would 
"  not  speak  of  its  conduct  nor  o(  its  dis- 
**  astern,  but  he  must  say  that  it  had  pro- 
**  ducetJ  the  ^Sect  of  making  ,a  sensible 
"  impression  On  the  ivindsof  the  people  ; 
*'  and  he  could  p/ainlj/  perceive  a  wore  active 
•<  atid  lively  interest  avowed  in  eirery  part 
''  of  the  kingdom,  than  bad  been  visible 
••  at  an}'  former  period  of  tbe  present 
•*  war.  Whether  mi  the  pre  aftnt  state  of 
f^  fheir  feelings  they  wutiid  bo  datp^fied 
H  ujiihtke remit qftlte  Jnquiri/ihsLt  bud  taken 
**  place  on  the  expedition  that  had  ended 
'f  so  fatally,  he  could  not  take  Ujion  him- 
^  self  to  determine  ;  but  this  he  was  sure 
"of,  that  if  they  weie  not  satisfied  with 
f*  that  result,  it  was  a  duly  which  th<'y 
'^  owed  to  tiiemstivcs,  to  their  Kinar,  and 
"  to  .posterity^  to  avow  their  sentiments 
'^  in  a  pablic  constitutional  manner; — 
'*  not  in  holes  and  corner* — but  in  pttbUc 
"  meeting^a  qf  the  counties  and  cities —and  to 
'*  carry  the  resolutions  qf  suck  meetings  to 
''tAtfooiqfthe  r/trow.  He  bad  foil  and 
''entire  con6dence  th^t  this  duty  they 
f*  would  perfbrrh  with  the  same  spirit  of 
^  iralependeuce  and  patriotism  as  had  dis- 
.''  tinguiflbed  the.  Common  ('ouncil  of  thp 
**  first  city  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  the 
"'  county  of  Berk$.  He  concluded  with 
^'  thanking  the  company  for  the  high  ho- 
"nour  they  had   conferred  upon  him." 

-Oh,  no  !  my  Lord,  even  your  voice 

will  no^rouze  il»e  people  U)  meil^dle  with 
any  such  matter.  The  people  have  form- 
ed a  very  just  opinion,  ad  to  the  result  of 
the  Inquiry ;  the  people  know  all  about 
that  matter  full  as  well  as  your  lord:diip 
and  Messrs.  Horner,  Brougham  &  Co.  but, 
there  are  a  great  ra9ny  of  the  people, 
amongst  whom  I  am  one,  who  would  as 
lief,  who  would  rather,  be  ruled  by  a 
bench  of  English  Lawj/ers,  thaa  by  a 
SmackOoad  of  Writers  to  the  Signet, 
though  importod  under  the  auspices  of 
your  lordsnip's  wisdom.  No,  no,  my 
lorfl,  we  are  not  to  be  set  on;  we  ar^  not 
to  be  hallooed  into  petitions  to  the  king, 
that  he  would  be  gMclously  pleased  to 
assign  us  over  to  the  crucibles  of  the 
Edinburgh  Philosophers.  No,  my  lord, 
i>e  aspuced,  that  not  a  man  will  stir,  ex- 
cept it  be  for  a  Reform  of  the  Parliament 
— Th^  people,  my  lord,  bear  in  mind 
ji^hat  was  said  by  tbe  Edinburgh  Philoso- 
phers and  by  their  foUow'erg  in  parlia- 


ment, about  their  Addresses  to  Mr.  JPFlar-, 
dh.  The  |>eople  bear  in  mind,  that  your  • 
paity  scolled  at  those  Addressed.  The. 
people  bear  in  uiin<1,  that  the  voice  beard 
in  those  Addresses  was  /denominated,  byi 
your  party,  "  popular  clamour,'*  Tha 
people  be^r  in  mind  the  speeches  of  the 
VVIiigs  upon  Mr.  Madoc  ks's  motion.  The* 
people  bear  in  mind  the  exultation,  the* 
boundless  joy,  the  extacy  of  delight,  vi- 
sible in  your  party  when  alt  sorts  of  base** 
ness  combined  had  succeeded  in  exhibit- 
ing Mr.  Wardle  to  the  public,  for  a  few- 
weeks,  in  a  light  disadvantageous  to  hi4 
character.  The  people  bear  in  mind- 
how,  at  that  moment,  the  malice  of 
your  party  sprang  forth,  like  a  viper 
warmed  into,  activity  by  a  casual  hoi 
day.  The  people  bear  all  these  tbingt 
in  mind  ;  and,  what  must  the  people  then 
be,  if  they  could  be  persuaded  to  petition 
the   king  to  take  your  party  into  power  I 

You  talk,  my   lord,  about;  the  people 

not  being  satisfied  with  the  recent  deci-* 
sion  ;  but,  not  a  word  do  you  say  about 
a  Rffjrm  qf  Parliament,  I'hat  you  cau« 
'tiously  avoid.  It  is,  however,  too  much ; 
it  is,  indeed,  too  much  for  me  to  waste 
mine  and  my  readers  time  upon  what  yon 
di  I  5ay,  or  what  you  did  not  say,  at  tha 
wretched  Club  :  it  is  going  a  little  too  far 
to  suppose,  even  for  one  moment,  that  any 
thing  said  at  that  Club  could  have  an  in- 
flueuce  upon  the  country,  or  any  part  of 

the  country.^ When  1  was  in  LK)ndon, 

the  other  day,  I  met  with  persons  to  say 
to  me ;  "  but,  now,  really,  Cobbett,  do 
"  you  not  think,  that  tlte  affairs  of  the 
"  nation  would  be  carried  on  a  little  better, 
"  if  the  late  ministry  were  recalled  to 
'5  power."  From  the  bottom  of  my 
sool  I  answer  now,  as  I  did  then,  I  DO 
NOT.  Would  they  endeavour  to  take  off 
^py  of  the  taxes  ?  What  should  iQdace 
'  us  to  suppose  it  ?  Did  they  cvernise  any 
endeavours  of  the  sort  ?  Nay,  and  I  be§f 
the  reader  to  mark  it  well,  have  they  not, 
as  if  sure  of  the  reins  of  pow«r»  taken 
care,  beforehand,  to  endeavour  to  throw 
all  the  slurs  possible  upon the^isancaia/ pro- 
positions of  Mr.  War  ale,  and  to  sink  that 
gentleman  in  a  comparison  with  Mr.  Hus- 

kisson? -In    short,    they  are    now   a 

party,  they  are  still  a  party,  but,  as  tbetr 
hungry  expectants  lamentingly  observe 
"  without  either  power  or  popularity  ;** 
neither  of  which  will  they  again  possea^, 
till  they  cordially  join  the  people  in 
their  endeavours  to  obtain  r^brm;  not 
what  is  called  an  '^irconofietca/ reform;*' 
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Itot  kny  sham  of  that  sort;  bat  a  reform 
of  tb^  Commons  House  of  Purliament^ 
agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  consti- 
tBtion.  Sir  Francis  ByRDExr,  in  his 
•peech  upon  the  Walcheren  Inquiry,  4s, 
in  the  news-papers,  reported  to  have  said^ 
liy  way  of  conclnsion,  •<  That  he  should 
<'  now  tote  heartily  for  the  resolutions, 
^  and  the  only  repugnance  which  he  felt 
^  was,  at  their  not  going  to  an  itbpeach- 
"  ment  and  Court  Martial,  When  he 
*'  ^aid  this,  however,  he  declared  he  saw  no 
^*  goo4  to  the  country  Jrom  the  dismissal  qf 
^  Mtkisters,  unless  it  was  followed .  by  a 
<<  total  change  of  measures,  {f  we  wished 
<*  to  be  rescued  from  our  present  perilous 
*♦  situation,  we  must  have  Beform-^Re' 
^  form,  which  would  revive  and  re^esta- 
«  blish  the  ancient  fui^damental  principles 
f<  of  our  Constitution.  Unless  this  was  ob* 
^  tained,  neither  himself  nor  the  country 
<'  would  be  satisfied.  From  the  foUy  of 
*'  not  den^s^ding  this  arose  all  our  cala- 
"  mities.  From  it  arose  this  Expedition — 
<'  this  child  qf  corruption,  expiring  by  its  oixm 
^  inherent  iTnbeciliiy,  All  their  calamities, 
«'  alt  their  disgragesj,  were  derived  from 
<'  the  want  of  a  fair  and  equal  representa- 
^f  tion.  To  that,  and  that  alone,  the  peo* 
<<plc  ought  to  lookr-it  would  be  folly  to 
^'  expect  relief  from  any  other  cause.  If 
''  this  was  obtained,  they  would  no  longer 
<«  see  ^Ministerial  weakness  working  an 
<*  abandoned  prostitution.  This  was  their 
<'  on^  (Vpcnue  f^ escape  from  ruin,  immintnt 
<<  ntin.  For  himself,  he  cared  not.  if  that 
«  ruin  was  to  come,  wherher  it  came  in 
«  the  shape  of  a  rotten  borough,  or  an  open 

V  trm  despotism*' These  are,  if  I  kndw 

Wy  thing  of  them,  the  sentiments  of  the 
Jifwple  of  England  ;  and,  as  the  reader 
'|\as  sieen,  in  the  ipoito^  such  were  the  sen- 
timents at  a  time  when  corruption  did  not 
lilKnd  exposed  by  any  thing  like  Mr-  Ma- 
llocica'fi -moti^m,  sue h  were  the  Kpniiments 
.<)fMr.  Pitt  and  his  Fatheu.  The  time 
is  now  come,  when  these  sentiments  must 
ipfevailj,  or  ruin  must  follow.  Jt  is  quite 
useless,  therefor^,  for  any  set  of  men  to 
-^\\  upon  the  people  to  stand  forward,  un- 
iess  they  tbemseJvcsjJrsi  declare  for  Par- 
•Ikunentary  I^eform.  <'  Without  a  Par- 
.<<  iiamemary  Reform,"  said  Mr.  Pitt, 
^  etfen  good  ministers  can  be  of  no  use  to 
•^'  yott^  According  to  the  present  system, 
**'  no  ko^est  num  can  ^cntinu^  minister.*' 
These  are  propositions  asperfectly  believed 
by  the  people  of  this  country  ^sx%  is  pos-. 
*Etble  ipoir  them  to  believe  any  thing  that 
vw  b«  fiUtod.  Thcf^  «rf  feoptej,  lik^  tho 


Edinburgh  ^viewers,  to  dispute  about  the 
matter :  but,  not  a  man  is  there  who,  inr 
his  ownmind,  has,  in^ay  opinion,  any  even 
the  slightest  doubt  upon  the  subject.—-^ 
There  is  one  point,  with  respect  to  which  I 
differ  from  Sir  Frances  Bi^upett.  He 
says,  that  if  national  ruin  is  to  come, "  he 
"  cares  not,  whether  it  come  in  the, shape 
<^  of  a  rotten  baioitgh^  or  in  that  of  on  open 
"  iron  de^xttism."  Now,  for  my  part, 
while  I  confidently  hope,  that  there  are 
yet  too  much  virtue,  sense,  and  courage 
m  the  country  to  suller  national  ruin  to 
come  in  an^  shape,  I  must  say,  that  if  it 
were  to  cocne,  I  wonld  ten  thousand  times 
ratlier  see  it  come  in  the  shape  of  an  open 
iron  despotism,  than  in  th^t  of  a  rotten 
boroueh,  which  last  is  as  mvch  worse 
than  the  former  as  the  poisoner  is  wors^ 
than  the  highwayman. 

Sta  Frai>ic?s  BrapETT's  AnpaEss.-^asI 
at  the  moment  when  I  am  writing  this; 
the  Honourable  House  is,  I  suppose,  em 
tering  upon  the  discussion,  relative  to  this 
performance,  the  fame  of  which  will  live* 
when  the  trunks,  lined  with  the  pages  of 
its  critics,  will  have  mouldered  into  dost 

U  was  mv  intention,  in  this  sheet,  to 

have  given  a  "History  of  this  prcat  ques^ 
tion,  compared  to  which  the  Walcheren 
Inquiry  w*a8  nothing  at  all,  or,  at  most,  A 
very  insignificant  a0air.  It  will,  how- 
ever, hfit  best  to  postpone  what  1  have  to 
ofler  upon  the  s.ubject,  till  the  report  of 

the  discussion  is   before  me. U  is  a 

grand  question.  It  is  worthy  the  attcn* 
tion  of  a  whole  country.  It  is  not  a  piti- 
ful, piddling,  party  mutter;  not  a  matter 
involving  any  selfish  passions  or  interests, 
hut  a  matter  a0ecting  every  man  in  £ng< 
land,  and  every  mw>  who  holds  in  vene* 

ration  ]!lnglish  law.  

yVK  COBBETT, 

Bothy,  ^th  April,  \S\Oi. 


IHF  SIXT»  VOLUME  OF^ 

COBBETTS 
Parliamentaiy  Histoiy 

OF 

ENGLAND, 

Comprising  the  Period  from  the  Ate*** 
sion  of  Queen  Anne,  in  1702,  to  the  Ac* 
cession  of  King  G^rge  the  First,  in  17  H» 
^«  b^  ra^y  for  IkUtery  m  »i*Td«^y 
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:BDlNBURGfl  RE\^IEWERS. 

^  Tiie  more  Greek  they  knew,  the  greater 
kiuyes  ihey  were.**'— —Cicero  de  Orat. 
Whefeui  he  coauocmorates  this  saying  of 
Ills  Fatlier  upon  the  S,vrinn  Slaves^  und 
Mrhich  will  fit  any  others  ! 

SiR;-wWe  left  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers 
about  two  years  ago  in  your  Register,  sub- 
pended  upon  one  of  the  horns  of  axli lemma » 
vn  their  own  aurgumeot,  where  they  might 
bare  usefully  remained,  as  long  as  their 
crrimes  were  remembered,  a  terror  to  bad 
reasooers  and  place^honting  politicians  of 
erery  denomination. 

•  .^d  in  thb  place,  for  the  iatbnnation 
of  those  who  have  not  read  ir^^  I  may  just 
remark,  that  the  Essay  in  1307  of  the 
Edinburgh  ReTiewer8>  besides  its  iutrinmc 
merits,  had  very  liberal  objects  in  view ; 
These  were,  to  write  down  Mr.  Cobbctt's 
Segbter,  to  under- write,  (I  dow*t  know 
for  itvliat  percentage)  the  rotten  boroaghs, 
and  to  wrka  ont  the  ministry,  which  was 
in  effect,  to  write,  in  themselves  and  their 
frtends.  As  the  motives,  however,  were 
here  undis^nised,  the  conception  happv* 
^  ezecurmn  ingenious,  and  the  thing  it* 
•elf  in  the  coarse  of  trade,  it  is  obvious, 
that  it  had  pomta  to  reconmiend  it  to  a 
commcfcial  oooittry.  If  there  was  indeed, 
any  thing  in  it,  which  was  not  quite  lau« 
tiable,  it  consisted  in  the  manufacturer 
having  >clandestiae)y  assumed  his  patent 
for  a  mpclnne,  the  invention  of  another 
man's  ingeaoity^  to  which  he  had  not  an* 
jnexed  the  slightest  original  addition,  or 
4mprovement,  as  a  title  for  his  monopoly  ; 
which  justice  accordingly  requires  should 
JMJW  ije  set  aside.  I  merely,  therefore, 
thiols  it  necessary  to  acquaint  the  reader, 
that  in  the  2nd  Vol.  of  Paley's  Moral 
l^hilosophy,  (an  author  who  may  be  safe- 
ly trusti^  in  every  department  but  poli- 
tics) in  his  7th  chapter  of  book  the  6th, 
he  will  find  all  the  arguments,  and  in  a 
comber  of  instances  in  the  very  words, 
■which  were  published  by  the  Reviewers 
(for  5#.)  in  1S07,  besides  other  parts  of  it 
.again  in  1800,  (for^.)  as  their  own,  with- 
.'out  the  slightest  acknowledgment  to  the 
VBfv.  anthor  and  inventor.  One  deviation 
-indeed  they  have  made:  bat  it  is  of  a  na- 
torr  to  render  it  doubtful,  whether  it  can 
-bear  on|  an  exclusive  privilege.  Paley, 
ibow^ver  sophistltal  ana  time-serving  his 
'dbctrina*  still  maintainB  an  aj^parentcen- 
jgnAiyi  hia  machine  pias  tog^thef,  will 
work,  audit  w>  wfaeie  diqoiiitMirbQi  the 


hypothesis,  which  is  general,  their  private 
attempts  to  vilify  one  particular  parlia- 
mentary  faction,  (whose  demerits,  God 
knows,  need  not  be  exaggerated)  have 
produced  a  paralogism,  of  which  Paley* 
priest  a.s  he  was,  would  have  been  ashamed^ 
and  has  never  been  guilty.  And  if  the 
Reviewers,  aftei^  this,  claim  the  Essay 
as  their  own,  be  it  hereby  recognized, 
that  their  sole  title  to  such  appropriatioa. 
consists,  as  I  repeat,  in  the  added  absor* 
ditv ;  for  this  is  positively  the  only  tomte* 
rial  thing  in  it,  which  is  band  fide  their 
own.  This  Essay,  contrary  to expectatioi^ 
had  but  (as  their  friend  Mn  Windham,  I 
think,  expresses  it)  a  sort  of  negative  suc- 
cess. The  circulation  of  Mr.  Cobbett'a 
Register  cncreased,  ihe  constitution  was 
vindicated,  and  "  No  Popery"  would  not 
budge;  things  in  short  remained  in  but  an 
"  miMatis^ictory  state."— It  will  be  re-* 
collected,  that^  their  scope,  at  that  time, 
was  a  justification  of  a  system  of"  infla* 
ential"  (in  tlie  Scottisl^  idiom,  but  which 
in  English,  means,  corrupt)  reprefe;ata* 
tion,  by  a  reference  to  the  SQrt  of  peneiM* 
of  whom  our  House  of  Commons  actually 
was>  and  as  they  alledged,  ought  to  be 
composed.  ]3ut  it  so  fell  out,  that  in  the 
same  Essay,  the  unfortunate  Gentlemen 
blew  out  their  own  brains,  by  dedariny 
"  that  there  v^-as  throughout  the  nation,  9k 
"  contem|)t  for  public  character,  &c.  &o« 
"  &c. ;"  expressions  which  could  only  be 
referred  to  the  very  persons  of  which  the 
House  of  Comn^ons  was,  and  by  their  pre« 
viouftly  specified  argument  '*  ought  to  b^ 
composed."  This  disaster  mad^  a  vtm 
treat,  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  cxpe« 
dien^  they  aqconiingly  decamped  in  si* 
lence,  and  if  they  had  been  well  advised, 
they  would  never  have  attacked  the  cita* 
del  of  English  liberty  again.  Their  re« 
cent  Essay,  which  1  here  purpose  to  ad<^ 
vert  upon,  is  a.di^fence  in  the  main, al« 
though  not  entirely,.of  a  system  of  corrupt 
representation,  by  a  reference  to  the  ^f* 
fects  which  a  House  of  fOommonsA  so  con* 
stituted,  has  aided  to  produjce,  and  which 
no  radical  change  in  such  constitatloib 
could,  as  they  consequently  all^dge,  ope* 
rate  to  remove,  or  ^ven  materially  taob* 
viate.  In  a  w^rd,  it  contains  a  species  of 
consolation,  which  consists  in  sbiftin|j^  the 
charge  of  corruption  and  mal>admioMtm* 
tion,  from  tb^  parliament  to  the  peef>leA  ^ 
the  perverse  nature  of  things,  to  fate,  le 
the  revolutioh  of  Franee,  to  Avmaparl^ 
or  ihe  devil  \  Their  firBt-fiasay^  ihetu  >f4 
hatfetifbtly  fharacltnieiil.il,  «et  e«^*«rMh 
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maintaining  the  doctrine  of  a  sort  of  state 
Optimism — the  dogma  of  a  very  poritical 
Pangloss:  their  last  Essay  turns  cat-in* 
pan,  and  amuses  us  with  a  kind  of  Pessi- 
mism, equally  predestinated,  and  wliich 
no  change  can,  in  the  main  articles,  mend. 
Which  of  the  two  approaches  the  nearest 
to  the  actual  predicament  of  a  country, 
the  sport  of  the  vicissitudes  of  faction,  is  a 
very  delicate  topic,  which  I  therefore  wii- 
Hngly  leave  to  the  consideration  of  the 
reader.  For  me,  I  shall  merely  apply 
the  doctrine  of  the  law  to  these  critical 
testators,  and  although  I  may  occasionally 
refer  to  their  former,  I  shall  consider  their 
last  Essay  as  their  valid  political  will  and 
testament.  Having  noticed  the  counter- 
hypotheses  of  the  two  Essays,  I  will  next 
for  a  moment,  advert  to  the  direct  self- 
eontradiction  in  point  of  sheer  veracity 
between  them ;  not  forgetting  the  cufio- 
tity  of  the  first  having  been  written  in 
order  to  convict  Mr.  Cobbett  of  self-con- 
tradiction. In  the  Essay  of  1807,  (or  Dr. 
Pangloss's)  nothing  of  course  could  be  so 
good,  so  very  good,  so  perfect,  so  very 
perfect,  as  the  actual  system  of  our  parlia- 
mentary representation.  In  fact,  *'  we 
*'  were  governed  in  their  parliamentary 
•'  capacities,  by  the  very  persons,  who  na- 
**  turally,  in  their  private  and  individual  ca- 
•*  pacities,''  [Lord  help  us !]  "  would  have 
««  swayed  the  sentiments  of  a  vast  majority 
**  of  the  country."  In  a  word,  the  practice 
of  our  representation  was  so  adapted  to 
ihe  order  of  society,  and  to  the  communi- 
cation so  intimate  between  the  elected 
and  the  constituent  body  of  the  nation, 
that  the  Reviewers  quite  exploded  the  su- 
perfluity of  reform ;  but  this  assumption 
having  been,  as  I  said  before,  not  only 
extinguished  by  a  subsequent  proposition 
of  their  own  argument,  but  positively  re- 
pelled by  some  public  events,  which  took 
place  after  the  appearance  of  their  first 
Essay,  (the  one  I  am  here  speaking  of,) 
the  Scotch  Reviewers,  from  a  conscientious 
conviction  solely,  and  without  anv  refe- 
rence whatever  to  the  reflux  in  the  tide 
ef  public  opinion,  and  to  the  contingent 
sale  of  their  lucubrations,  have  suddenly 
drawn  in  their  hbms;  and  they  now 
roundly  assert,  not  only,  (God  forgive 
th^m)  that  they  actually  are,  but  that, 
they  always  have  been  friendly  to  Parlia- 
mentary Reform.  However  gross  the 
contradiction  may  'be,  this  then,  is  their 
language  at  present,  and  had  their  change 
been  in  other  respects  silent,  had  they  said 
mo  mare»  or  had  what  they  hate  further 


said   been  like  this,  or  in  this  spirit,  I 
should  have  been  spared  saying  any  thing 
— although  I  must  confess,  that  as  at  anv 
lime,  the  *'  Danaas  donaferentes'*  are  cal- 
culated to  excite   apprehensions  in   the 
breast  of  a  reasonable  man,  so  a  profession 
of  sincere,  pastas  well  as  present,  friendli- 
ness to  reform  in  the  mouths  of  these  Cri« 
tical  Statesme'h,  who  so  lately  did  factiousi- 
ly  oppose  that  measure,  had  a  tendency  to 
put  me  upon  my  |;uard  against  stratagem. 
That  this  conclusion  against  the  *^faemim 
in  cornu"  is  not  iUiberal,  but  is  dpotteriori 
fully  warranted  by  their  recent  practice, 
I  shall  shortly  proceed  to  endeavour  tocoa* 
vince  the  reader.     Let  me  premise  never- 
theless, that  I  am  as  aware,  as  any  man,  and 
have  always  protested,  in  ordinary  cases, 
against  the  common-place  expedient,  that 
to  vilify  an  author's  motives,  is  not  to 
answer  hi?  arguments ;  but  where  an  incor- 
poration of  political  metaphysicians^  where 
a  trading  company  of  philosophers,  where  - 
a  copartnery  of  wits,  where  an  extensive 
firm  and  substantial  concern  of  criticism 
has,  by  force  of  joint  stock  contribution, 
gained  a  great  credit  with  the  public/ and 
by  an  expansive  emission   of  its  paper, 
has  the  means  of  influendngy.and  on  mai^ 
topics,  has  the  just  title  to  influence  na*^ 
tional  taste  and  opinion;  where  one  sees 
such  a  potent  association,  guilty  of  an  act 
of  political  craH  and  disingenuity  tending 
to  mislead  public  sentiment  in  concern- 
ments of  the  highest  interest  to  the  conn* 
try,  it  is  the  duty  of  any  man,  however 
humble  his  pretensions,  who  discovers  it, 
and  who  detects  the  motives  in  the  so- 
phistries, to  denounce  both  to  the  public. 
The  author  that  promulgates,  or  maintains 
political   doctrines;   or  the  public  man, 
who  has  the  courage  to  prosecute  any  great 
measure  whose  tendency  is  to  benefit  bis 
country,  has  a  right  (was  his  claim  barely  re- 
ferred  to  the  policy  of  society)  to  have  the 
best  motives  assigned  for  bis  exertions;  but 
the  wriUfr,  who  inculcates  doctrines,  cal* 
culated  to  undei-mine  liberty,  and  to  de- 
grade his  country,  has  a  right.io  have  the 
worst.    Society  has  in  |hat  case  the  benefit 
both  of  action,  and  re-action— for  as  the 
tendency  of  the  work  discredits  the  mo^ 
tive,  so  the  imputed  motive  in  return  dis- 
credits the  work.— I  now  proceed  to  shew 
the   relevancy  of  my  prefiitory  matter; 
requesting  the  attention  of  the  reader,  to 
the  Edinburgh  Review  (No.  2B,  article  1.) 
which  produced  it     It  begins  (page  277) 
with  an  assumption,  in  wh^  mbst  persons 
will  concur  with  themi  that,  ^'  it  cannot 
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f*  be  doubted,  that  there  is  at  this  moment, 
•»  among  the  people  of  this  country,  a 
"  very  strong  spirit  of  discontent  with 
**  their  government ;  and  a  very  general 
"  desire  for  a  more  radical  reform,  (here 
it  was  I  immediately  began  to  suspect 
treachery  !)  "  than  would  be  effected  by 
"  a  mere  'change  of  ministry.     Facts/' 

for  rather,  as  I  should  have  called  them, 
eelings),  "Which  must  have  causes,  and 
**  causes  adequate  to  their  production.** 
In  the  next  page  they  proceed,  as  u^ual^ 
to  discriminate  iiito  divisions  {'.i  in  num- 
ber) what  has  no  occasion  at  all  to  be  di- 
vided, or  rather,  what  can  justly  alone  be 
considered  in  the  aggregate.  And  it  is 
the  aggregate  or  simple  and  general  con- 
templation of  the  slate  of  the  country, 
which  by  this  analytic  method  is  conve- 
niently got  rid  of,  and  thrown  by  them 
into  tbe  back  ground,  or  a  nook  of  their 
Essay,  where  they  dexterously  contrive 
to' leave  it,  under  the  extrinsic  or  remote 
head  of  '*  evils  arising  merely  from  local 
*'  circumstances,  or  individual  malversa- 
"  tion."  Something  in  short  extraneous 
to,  and  hanging  quite  loose  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  they  expressly  except  this  ag- 
gregate (page  278)  out  of  those  3  distinc- 
tions, into  which,  they  divide  their  consi- 
deration of  the  subject,  and  which  they  em- 
phatically term  the  three  *'  leading  evils" 
of  tbe  country.  These  according  lo  them 
are  the  following — '*  1st,  the  burden  of  our 
"  taxes;  2d,  the  preponderating  influence 
"  of  the  crown  arising  from  tiie  enormous 
*'  extent  of  our  establishments,  and  of  the 
*  patrqtiage  consequently  vested  in  the  so- 
"  vereign  ;  3d,  the  monopoly  of  political 
»'  power,  which  the  very  permanency  and 
**  nature  of  the  constitution  has  a  tendency 
^'  to  create  in  the  hands  of  a  small  part  of 
*'  the  nation,  and  the  grovfring  jealousy 
*'  and  disaffection,  which  this  is  likely  to 
«'  breed  in  the  body  of  the  people." — But 
I  should  first  have  observed,  that  they 
previously  raise  three  doubts  as  the  ushers 
of  iheir  3  distinction^  *'  1st,  Whether  the 
•'  exbting  evils  are  capable  of  any  reme- 
^  dy.  'id.  Whether  the  remediej  which 
"have  been  suggested,  arc,Jik6ly  to 
*'  prove  effectual ;  and  3d|  Whether  they 
'^  could  be  applied,  without  the  hazard 
''  of  greater  evils,  than  those,  wnich  they 
"  are  expected  to  cure."  Good '  God  ! 
that  there  should  be  a'  doubt  in  these 
ti^nes  of  discovery,  whether  the  burden  of 
the  taxes  could  be  lightened,  or  whether 
the  influence  of  the  crown  upon  the  legis- 
iatoTi  would  notbediminiihed,  by  the  ia* 


dependent  action  of  a  House  of  Commons, 
representing  the  people,  looking  only  to 
their  constituents,  and  not  to  the  minis- 
ter ;  or  lastly  and  w  orst,  that  there  should 
be  a  doubt  \^  hether  such  a  genuine  repre- 
sentation of  the  property,  the  ability  and 
the  sentiments  of  the  nation,  would  not  be 
a  greater  evil  (for  this  is  a  strictly  fjur 
and  logical  interpretation  of  their  doubts) 
than  the  evils,  which  such  a  representation 
might  remove  !  I — Now,  Sir,  I  despise  ca- 
villing as  much  as  any  man,  hot  when,  in 
the  very  outset  of  a  disquisitioji,  written 
with  consummate  skill  and  vast  labour, 
I  sec  a  studied  erroneous  analysis  of  the 
su!)ject  to  be  discussed,  by  which  the  pro- 
position, that  would  peremptorily  decide 
the  controversy,  is  thrown  out  of  sight, 
and  others,  merely  subordinate,  collateral, 
or  instrumental  to  that  one,  substituted  in 
its  place,  and  usurping  its  importance,  I 
am  obliged  to  suspect,  that  there  is  a 
design  to  sophisticate,  and  tbe  laws  of 
good  argument^  as  well  as  the  interests 
of  truth,  in  this  case,  imperiously  require, 
that  the  main  proposition  be  restored  in 
the  beginning  to  its  proper  place  and  im- 
portance ;  so  that  at  all  events,  in  our 
journey  towards  a  conclusion,  hoover 
we  ramble  afterwards,  we  may  take  care 
to  set  out  right.  I  am  as  sensible  as  the 
Reviewers,  that  the  previous  analysis  of  a 
subject  greatly  facilitates  the  discovery 
of  truth,  by  methodising  and  simplify-' 
ing  the  argument,  which  is  to  deve- 
lope  it ;  but  there  is  one  matter  essen* 
ttal  to  this  mode  of  enquiry;,  which  is, 
that  the  analysis  be  complete,  and  no- 
thing left  out,  and  above  all,  that  nothing 
be  assigned,  that  doesi^ot  exist,  or  that  is 
not  true.  For  example^^  the  discontents 
of  the  nation  can  neither  be  referred  pri- 
marily, nor  principally,  to  the  weight, 
grinding  as  it  is,  of  taxation  (although  a 
very  reasonable  cause)  nor  to  the  influence, 
enormous  as  it  undoubtedly  has  grown,  of 
the  crown,  (although  a  thing  very  dange- 
rous) ;  nor  to  the  tendency,  even  were  it  a 
fact,  (which  it  is  not)  of  the  cohstitation 
to  vest  in  a  few  hands,  a  monopoly  of  po- 
litical power,  (although  it  would  be  a 
very  good  reason  for  changing  so  bad  a 
constitution).  These,  Sir,  are  concurring 
streams  it  is  true  (I  mean  as  many  of  thent 
as  are  true),  but  they  are  not  the  main,  far 
leas  tbe  only  source  of  that  '*  stronff  dis- 
'*  content,"  which  rises  more  peculiarly 
and  especially  firodn  the  consideration, 
that  aner  sustaining  the  evils  of  all  thin 
taxation  witk  the  certainty  of  iu  alarming 
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incaJculable  epcrei«e;  tbatafler  vesting 
in  th^  crown  this  enormous  patronage,  to 
be  exercised^  at  its  discretion,  for  calling 
into  activity  all  the  energies  and  re- 
sources of  the  nation ;  that  after  acquiesr 
cing  in  the  monopoly  of  power  by  a 
few  handsj  (which  the  abuse  only  o^  the 
constitution,  and  not  its  tendency,  placed 
there!)  rather  than  risk  a  disturbance  in 
wresting  it  out  of  them,  "the  strong  spirit 
of  discontent,"  I  repeat,  arises  principally 
from  the  consideration  and  perception, 
that  after  all  these  sacrifices  we  arc  ftirthcr 
from  safety  than  before  we  made  iheni ; 
and  i^rom  seeing  that  all  these  sinews  of 
power,  taken  trom  the  people  and  given 
to  the  government,  have  but  enabled  it  to 
carry  the  country  to  the  very  edge  of  a 
precipice  of  the  moat  dreadful  peril,  to 
which,  not  even  excepting  the  Norman 
invasion,  it  has  ever  been  exposed.  It 
is  not,  then,  the  encroachments  upon  po- 
pular rights,  made  by  the  monopolists  of 
political  power,  (either  by,  or  contrary 
•*  to  the  tendency  of  the  constitution,  ) 
it  is  not  the  simple  view  of  the  conse- 
quences to  be  feared  from  the  iuHuence 
of  the  crown;  nor  is  it  the  weight  of  taxa- 
tion, nor  all  three  together  :  but  it  is  the 
S^regate  of  these  three,  and  the  peril 
superadded  to  these  three,  to  which  our 
lives,  our  liberties,  and  our  properties  are 
8p  imminently  exposed,  that  constitute 
tbe  cause,  and  indeed  a  pretty  adequate 
cause^  for  *'  that  strong  spirit  of  dis- 
content^^'  which  is  recognised  by  the 
Beviewers  at  the  outset  of  their  lissay ; 
and  which  renders  not  a  partial,  a  tem- 
porising, a  hesitating,  and  a  mitigated 
measure,  like  theirs,  of  Parliamentary 
Beform,  at  length  at  this  time  feasible 
^  admissible,  but  which  loudly  calls, 
wUkt  hope  is  yet  left«  for  the  instant  in- 
^rpositioQ  of  political  wisdom,  for  the 
immediate  infusion  of  vigour  and  virtue 
•into  the  system  of  government,  to  enable 
it  to  save  the  country  !  This  is  what  is  re- 
quired, and  if  this  is  not  obtained^  the  little 
oribbling  proposition  of  the  Reviewers, 
'will  not  only  never  be  adopted,  but  if  it 
were  adopted,  with  their  spirit  of  modifi- 
cation, would  Qot  add  half  a  Insinm  to  the 
duration  of  British  Independence.— If  I 
am  right  then  in  this  view  of  jthe  predica- 
jntent  of  the  country,  and  the  united 
voices  of  all  men  of  reflection  tell  xne  I 
am.;  and  if  the  postulate  of  the  Re- 
lievers be  admitted*  (by  which,  at  all 
vevents,  themselves  are  coDctuded]  page 


the  government  is  now  manifestly  vested. 
in  the  House  of  Commons  :*'  I  ask  theni. 
rn  what  way,  as  reasonabfe  men,  they, 
can  satisfactorily  even  to  themselves  pro-, 
pose  to  extricate  the  nation  from  such  an. 
alarming  crisis,  unless  by  a  radical  change 
in  the  constitution  of  the  government  (ac-' 
cording  tu  them  the  House  of  Commons) 
which  (always  excepting  the  present  ko'^ 
norable  House)  has,  by  a  17  years  perse« 
verance  in  folly  aud  improvidence,  in-, 
volved  it  iu  such  difficulties,  and  conducted 
it  to  such  a  crisis  ?  Some  daring  specu- 
latists  have  falsely  and  irreverently  sug- 
gested that  the  source  of  bad  government, 
lay  higher  and  deeper;  but,  God  be 
praised,  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers  having 
shewn  us,  that  the  Government  is  sub- 
stantially vested  in  the  House  of  Com^ 
mons,and  not  in  his  majesty  (whom  Heaven 
preserve)  we  can  now  have  no  difficulty 
in  improving  our  government  according 
to  our  taste,  and  in  mending  it  according 
to  our  necessities.  In  this  very  samo 
page  then  (3()0)  have  these  unforiunatfj 
Essayists  both  assumed,  that  the  House  oC 
Commens  is  (he ''substantial  government 
of  the  country,"  making  by  consequence 
all  our  depicted  misgoverument  imputable 
to  it,  and  deprecated  in  tlie  same  PagCn 
any  *'  alteration  in  tiie  composition  of  thai 
House,"  "  as  a  measure  which  would  de- 
prive us  of  all  the  practical  blessings  of 
our  constitution ! !"  Which  practical  bless- 
ings they  have  themselves  in  the  same 
-pages  been  kind  enough  to  define  to  be^ 
a  load  of  taxation.  Which  nothing  can 
lighten ;  a  system  of  influence,  which  nQ^ 
thing  can  limit;  and  a  govemn^nt  by  a 
majority  of  the  Representatives  of  minisleif 
in,  and  ex,  and  of  noble  families,  in  exclu- 
sion of  the  real  Representatives  of  the  people 
of  England  1  But  there  is  no  avoiding  oue'^ 
fate,  and  these  Gentlemen  certainly  were 
born  to  be  hanged  on  a  dilemma !  I  will 
conclude  with  a  few  more  remarks  in  the 
way  of  surface,  or  general  view*  Their 
1st  division,  the  reader  will  recollect^  is 
''  the  burden  of  our  taxes,"  theif  2d  i| 
"  the  preponderating  influence  of .  ih» 
crown."  Now,  in  their  consideratioo  of 
this  division,  allowing  it  to  be  one  of  thf 
grounds  of  *'  the  strong  spirit  of  pahUp 
discontent,"  ihey  are  guilty  of  a  perver- 
sion of  the  obvious  meaniaig  of  the  pre: 
position,  and  it  is  a  perversion,  wha^  ob- 
ject is  to  carry  the  mind  away  from  tb^ 
consideration  of  the  thing  which  can  bp 
refbrmed^  by  amusing  it  with  a  copies 
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whicb,  by  the  nature  of  our  govemnaent, 
cannot  be  reformed  ;    and  which .  neither 
Sir  F.  Burdett,  nor  any  body  else,  would 
ever  dream  ol  reforming,  or  desire  to  be 
reformcd/if  it  even  were  possible.    Every 
body  knows  that  it  has,  and  nobody  re- 
grets, that  the  crown  should  have  "  a  pre- 
dominating influence/'  over  tax  and  other 
revenue  commissioners,  over  the  Army,  the 
*  Navy,  the  Church,  and  the  Law,  and  over 
all  our  other  civil  and  military  establish- 
ments.   There  always  has  been  in  every 
reign,  (and  long  before  the  reign  of  Mrs. 
Clarke)  in  our  holy  religion  a  pruriency 
*'  to  preach  before  Royally,"  wiihout  any 
disparagement  to  the  zeal  of  Dr.  O'Meara. 
We  have  even  always  had  bishops,  (like  the 
dukeof  Lerma's;)  who,  feeling  themseUes 
indisposed  in  their  dioceses  have  desired  to 
become   Archbishops  merely  for  change 
of  air. — Generals  may  not  like  fighting, 
but  they  all, fit  or  unBt,from  Buenos-Ay  res 
to  Walcheren,   like  patronage,  like  regi- 
ments, (I  mean  the  profits  of  regiments) 
and  like  command.     There  have,  in  dis- 
tant periods  of  our  naval  history,  been  ad- 
mirals t€M),  made  of  similar  stuffy  ho  liked 
flags,  peerage  and  prize-money  very  well, 
with  a  prudent  regard  to  the  dearness  of 
timber,   and    consequent  preservation  of 
Ihcit  ships^  which  receive  much  damage 
from  shot,  to  say  nothing  of  their  inhabi- 
tants.   Also,  silk  gowns  are  much  sofi.er 
and  pleasanter  to  the  feel,  than  stulTones. 
,  And  as  to  the  revenue  officers,  to  pass  over 
comfortable  salaries,  patronage^    perc^ui- 
sites,&c.  every  body  prefers  the  collecting 
of  other  people's  money  to  the  paying  of 
his  own.    So  that  the  crown  has  natu- 
rally, constitutionally,  and  usefully,  in  all 
these  respects,  a  predominating  inUuenoe, 
which  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers  despair 
of  diminishing  by  Parliamentary  Reform. 
But  will  thev  forgive  roe  for  hinting  to 
them,  that  tfiese  enumerations  have  no* 
thing  to  say  to  the  question,  although  they 
conveniently  puzzle  common  minds  in  the 
entertainment  of  it ;  the  discontent  being 
solely  at  the  influence  exercised  by   the 
crown  over  the  members  of  the  House  oi 
Commons;  that  is  the  only  matter  con- 
nected with  the  discussion,  which  dissa- 
tisfies the  people  ;  it  is  the  only  article  of 
influence  in  all  the  enumeration,  which 
can  readily  and  practically  be  diminished, 
»nd  is  eonseqaently  the  only  thing,  which 
the  Reviewers  lump  with  other  sorts  of 
influence,  so  as  in  a  good  degree  to  keep 
it  as  a  principal  figure  out  of  sight.— 
ttttly,  with  regard  to  the  proposition  in 


their  3d  division,  I  im  to  lament  the  being 
obliged  to  consider  it,  as  an  untruth,  lite^ 
raU  monstrous,  (if  not  blasphemous)  and 
quite  palpable.  «'  llic  nature  and  per- 
"  manency  of  our  constitution,  have  a 
"  tendency  to  create  a  monopoly  of  power 
"  in  the  hands  of  a  small  part  of  the  na- 
"  tion  !  !'*  In  what  period,  81r,  of  any 
sound  part  of  our  history,  to  which  we 
look  for  a  precedent,  or  by  what  illustra- 
tor of  our  constitution,  or  otir  liberties,  da 
ihey  find  such  i\  fact  recorded,  or  such  a 
doctrine  inculcated  ?  It  is  indeed  the 
wretched  nature  of  every  sublunary  work 
to  corrupt  and  perish;  nor,  has  Providence 
permitted  to  the  moral  contrivances  of 
man  a  diuturnity,  which  it  has  denied  u> 
its  own  material  creation.  All  political 
establishments  have  certainly  in  this  view 
a  tendency  to  corrupt ;  and  the  British 
Constitution  may  have  a  tendency  in  this 
sense  to  create  a  monopoly  of  power,  as 
every  thing  else  has  a  tendency  to  decline 
from  its  perfection ;  but  it  has  no  more 
tendency  to  corrupt  in  this  way,  than  in 
any  other ;  and  God  has  given  us  reason, 
and  common  sense,  if  we  will  avail  our- 
selves of  it,  to  instruct  us  how  to  retard 
this  corruption,  and  to  counteract  this 
tendency-  AndJf  we  do  not  avail  our- 
selves of  it,  our  ruin  will  not  be  imputa- 
ble  to  the  tendency  of  our  ancient  excd* 
lent  constitution  to  be  perverted,  but 
imputable  to  ourselves ;  who  have  at  any 
time  the  right,  as  well  as  the  l>ower,  to 
counteract  this  tendency,  to  restore  to  its 
original  excellence  the  good  whieh  may 
have  declined  from  it,' or  even  to  new  mo- 
dify this  constitution,  where  correction 
would  be  impossible,  or  inadeouate.  To 
illustrate  this  by  an  example  down^irt, 
which  is  not  a  whit  the  worse  for  being 
fiimiliar  and  vulgar.  Mutton  and  beef 
and  butter  and  fish  have  a  tendency  to 
corrupt,  but  does  any  body  on  tliat  ae« 
count  sit  down  to  dinner  to  stale  fish,  and 
putrid  meat  ?  No,  we  eat  it  in  time,  or 
we  salt  it  and  cure  it,  whilst  the. reason 
would  be  just  as  good  for  eating  corrupted 
victuals,  as  for  acquiescing^  in  corrupted 
government.  But  Che  6bject  of  the  Re* 
viewers,  which  they  pursue  with  great 
ability  and  ingenuityi  was  to  eflace  gs 
much  as  possibleoft^eirn'pressions,  which 
Parliamentary  Refofm,,referred  to  common 
sense,  has  not  failed  and  could  not  fail  to 
infix  in  the  opinion  of  the  public.  They 
were  completely  aware  (which  some  <i£  tts 
may  not  be)  that  Parliamentary  Reforhi  i% 
not  an  abstracted  philosophical  di«ctisii<>u 
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between  A  and  B ;  the  validity  of  whose 
arguments  is  to  be  adjudged  by  C  an  in- 
di&rent  party^  but  they  know  that  it  was 
to  be  a^udged  by  A  himself;  that  A 
was  in  possession  of  vast  power  and  riches, 
of  which  the  impartial  arbitration  of  this 
question  would  infallibly  deprive  him; 
Wiey  did  not  also  forget  that  they  were  the 
friends  of  A:  In  short  the  borough-monger 
A,  of  whose  mercenary  interests  the  Re- 
viewers are  the  insidious  advocates,  had,  as 
they  well  knew,  the  government  with 
him,  supported  as  all  governments  ought 
to  be,  by  the  judge,  the  gaoler,  the  hang- 
man, &c.  by  the  bayonet,  by  themselves 
the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  and  by  all  those, 
whose  interests  lead  them  to  concur  with 
him ;  whilst  on  the  other  hand^  there 
was  only  argument,  and  nn  old  prejudice  in 
the  mast  of  the  people,  in  favour  of  some  • 
thing  they  had  heard  from  their  grand- 
fathers, or  perchance  grandmothers,  about 
"'  free  parliaments/'  Still,  a  govern- 
ment not  founded  on  the  reverence  and 
respect  of  the  people,  U  in  danger,  or  at 
least,  b  never  quite  safe,  in  ticklish  times. 
Now,  mind  Mr.  Cobbett,  it  is  not  my  as- 
sumption, that  our  government  is  in  this 
predicament  I  am  merely  reasoning  upon 
a  postulate  of  the  Revieivers,  *'  that  there 
**  is  a  very  strong  spirit  of  discontent,  &c.'' 
The  Reviewers  then,  on  their  own  as- 
sumption, seeing  that  there  might  be  some 
dansrer  of  a  popular  commotion  in  favour 
of  this  measure.  Parliamentary  Reform, 
'and  knowing,  there  was  no  danger  to  the 
good  cause  of  monopoly  from  any  other 
quarter^  devised  a  mode,  which  never  was 
excelled  in  art,  by  all  the  characteristic 
prudence  of  their  nation ;  and  this  mode 
was,  to  pretend  to  shift  the  wind  in  their 
own  quarter;  to  avow,  that  they  were 
convinced,  that  the  people  being  so  de- 
sirous of  this  measure,  ought  to  be,  or 
might  be,  at  length  safely  gratified  with 
a  modification  of  it ;  employing  however, 
the  previous  precaution  of  layuig  before 
the  nation,  a  most  elaborate  discourage- 
ment to  perseverance  in  demanding  it,  by 
endeavourmg  with  vast  pains  and  inge- 
nuity to  prove  to  us,  that  it  would,  when 
accomplished,  utterly  fail  of  producing 
any  of  those  important  (Consequences,  so 
fondly  and  vainly  anticipated  from  Re- 
form, and  thus  damp  every  combination, 
and  paralize  every  popular  effort  for  its 
accomplishment:  since  it  is  strikingly 
palpable,  that  if  neither  the  ''  burden  of 
oiur  taxes''  can  be  lightened,  nor  '*  the  in- 
flue^c«  pf  the  crown"  be  diminished  by 


reform,  it  is  not  a  questjon  of  a  farthing's 
value  to  the  people,  whether  the  appoint- 
ment of  members  of  parliament,  be  mono- 
polized by  a  (ew  nands,  or  distributed 
amongst  many ;  who,  by  the  bypothesisy 
will  be  equally  affected  \)y  the  influence 
of,  and  equally  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
the  crown !  Here  then,  is  my  quarrel  with 
the  Reviewer<«,  that  professing  thimselves 
its  friend,  they  have  treacherously  dis- 
couraged Parliamentary  Reform,  by  labo- 
rious reasonings  upon  its  incfTicacy,  which 
though  altogether  unsolid,  are  specious, 
by  sophistications  calculated  to  perplex 
ordinary  undei'standiugs,  but  whicii  could 
not  have  entangled  their  own,  and  by 
warily  assuming,  as  the  only  ground, 
upon  which  they  can  recommend  it,  its 
probable  operation  in  respect  of  a  result, 
about  which,  if  their  previous  conclusions 
are  just,  the  people  must  be  entirely  iii- 
difTeient.  Their  whole  Essay  then,  on 
Reform,  is  a  comedy >  well  acted ;  and 
their  proposition  for  granting  to  the  na- 
tion, so  much  of  that  commodity  as  they 
think  necessary  for  it,  is  a  farce.  For  as 
the  boily  which  is  to  accede  to  the  Re- 
form, is*  the  very  thing  itself  which  is  to 
be  reformed,  it  is  obvious,  that  it  will 
never  be  given,  though  it  may  be  taken. 
But  if  a  strong  persuasion,  which  has 
some  how  or  other,  unreasonably  pre- 
vailed amongst  the  people,  that  reform 
would  lighten  their  burdens,  and  diminish 
ui^due  influence,  has  been  hitherto  found 
an  inadequate  stimulus  to  arouse  them,  to 
insist  upon  its  concession,  what  stimulus  is 
left  to  excite  them  to  insist  upon  it,  when 
you  have  previously,  by  ar^ment,  en- 
deavoured to  extinguish  in  their  minds,  the 
expectations  of  those  only  resulting  con- 
sequences from  it,^  which  in  their  eyes 
could  make  it^ejsirable?— I  flatter  myself, 
that  in  this>^nopsis,  aud  it  pretends  to 
riortii rig  more,  I  have,  in  some  respects, 
effected  the  purposes,  for  which  I  under- 
took it;  namely,  to  shew  that  whatever  merit 
might  be  claimed,  for  the  discovery  of  the 
ingenious  defence  of  representative  or  par- 
liamentary corruption,  these  Reviewers 
were  not  the  real  authors  of  the  discovery: 
and  lastly,  that  they  are  not  on  every  oc- 
casion to  be  taken  unplicitly  on  their 
word.  So  that,  although  they  say,  that 
they  are,  and  were,  they  neither  were,  are, 
or  can  be  considered  as  sincere  advocates 
for  Parliamentary  Reform.  To  come  to 
this  conclusion,  it  is  scarcely  requisite  to 
repeat,  that  in  the  very  Essay  here  consi- 
dered, they  have  asserted  that  they  were 
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tlways  lidvoc!ites  for  such  reform;  al- 
though a  short  time  before,  they  had  writ- 
ten and  transcribed  from  Paley,  an  elabo- 
rate article,  expressly  to  explode  it.  But 
it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  to  pro^ 
fess  to  be  the  friend  of  a  measure,  which 
can  ijever  be  carried  but  by  an  enthusias- 
tic, popular  prepossession^  and  in  the  course 
of  a  discussion  upon  it,  to  endeavour  to 
impress  a  persuasion,  th^H  none  of  the 
great  or  eood  consequences,  which  are 
anticipated,  will  result  from  it,  is  the 
most  consummately  artful  mode,  that 
coold  have  been  devised  for  accompli^ihing 
its  miscarriage.  In  another  letter,  I  will 
endeavour  to  strip  of  their  sophistries,  the 
arguments  wherewith  they  attempt  to 
conclude  against  these  great  and  good 
consequencejs,  as  likely  or  probable  to  re- 
•qU  from  Parliamentary  Reform.  Where- 
in, if  I  succeed,  the  question  of  their  pre- 
tensions to  sincerity,  will  be  set  at  rest 
ibr  ever,  and  the  cause  of  reform  be  extri- 
cated from  the  most  dangerous  of  all  ene- 
mies, which  that,  or  any  cause,  or. any 
man  can  have  ;  a  false  friiend. 

I  am  very  faithfully  ybors, 

J.'  W.  WORTHINCTON, 

Souihoftfton,  25  March,  1 S 10. 


JACOBIN  GUINEAS. 

Sib  ; — ^The  inclosed  paper  was  written 
and  comrnunicated  to  several  persons  be- 
fore Sir  Philip  Francis'  Pamphlet  appear- 
ed. I  doubt  not  that  you  have  read  that 
production,  which  is  worthy  of  all  atten- 
tion, and  you  must  see  that  he  and  the 
writer  of  the  inclosed  agree  precisely.  It 
is  therefore  proper  to  say  why  I  trouble 
you  with  the  paper  now.  Sir  Philip  has 
observed,  and  you  yourself  have  repeat- 
edly said,  that  the  use  of  many  words 
often  renders  a  subject  or  one's  meaning 
obscure.  Sir  Philip  has  not  been  prolix, 
but  he  has  wandered  from  the  point,  and 
I  flatter  myself,  that,  if  you  think  the  in- 
closed paper  worthy  of  a  place  in  your 
Register,  it  may  still  be  of  use. — I  am.  Sir,, 
your  constant  Reader,  A.  B. 

Mr.  Thornton,  in  his  pamphlet,  and  in 
parliament,  has  asserted,  that  an  excessive 
circalation  of  Counti^  Bank  Notes  is  not 
to  be  apprehended,  if  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land conducts  itself  prudently,  because  the 
issue  of  Country  Notes  is  necessarily  li- 
BUtted  by  the  Circniation  of  the  Bank^ 
irhich  seetns  to  be  a  fallacious  application 


of  what  may  have  been  just  doctrine  in 
former  times,  to  the  present  When  gold 
might  have  been  demanded  for  a  Banker's 
Note,  he  was  obliged  to  have  gold  by  him  to 
answer  the  average  demand  on  him.  Now, 
that  Bank  of  England  Notes  are  in  truth 
a  legal  tender  in  England,  because  a 
debtor  cannot  be  sued,  unless  the  creditor 
swears  that  Bank  Notes  have  not  been 
tendered*  the  Country  Banker,  it  is  sup- 
posed, ought  always  to  have  the  same 
sum  by  him  in  Bank  of  England  Notes 
which  formerly  he  ought  to  have  had  in 
specie ;  but  that  is  not  the  case.  The 
Notes  of  a  Country  Bank  circulate  only 
in  the  vicinity.  Nobody,  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  Bank  of  good  credit,  thinks  of  ex* 
changing  its  Notes  for  Bank  of  England 
Notes :  What  is  he  to  do  with  these,  last  f 
If  he  is  at  the  trouble  of  sending  them  to 
London,  he  cannot  get  money  tor  them. 
Demands  on  the  Country  Banl»are  there- 
fore limited  to  what  the  holder  has  to  pay 
in  London,  and  for  that  purpose  the  Bank- 
er's draft  in  London  is  much  more  conve- 
nient. These  drafts  again  are  met  by 
those  which  the  Banker  remits  to  his 
Correspondent,  and  the  balance  being  in 
favour  of  the  Country  aeainst  London,  the 
accoimt  %vith  the  London  Correspondent 
must  generally  be  in  favour  of  tho  Country 
Banker.  It  is  the  business  of  the  Country 
Banker  to  push  his  Notes  into  circulation, 
while  a  rnn  upon  him  for  Bank  of  England 
Notes  is  evidently  a  bugbear.  He  gjvea 
credit  in  a  way  which  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land cannot  do,  lending  money  on  every 
thing.  Accommodation  Bills  are  common 
both  in  the  Country  and  in  London^  where 
the  Bank  makes  no  scruple  of  discoanting 
such  Bills,  till  the  frequency  of  tham,  from 
any  particular  quarter,  renders  the  credit 
of  the  concern  suspected.  Besides,  in 
the  present  circumstances,  to  press  a 
Banker  for  payment,  whose  credit  is  at 
bottom  good,  is  reckoned  a  malicious  act, 
and  there  are  instances  of  the  judges  in- 
terposing where  the  run  was  evidently 
uncalled  for,  or  merely  with  a  view  to 
distress.  Take  the  instance  of  the  Banks 
in  Scotland,  where  Bank  Notes  are  in  no 
sense  a  legal  tender  ;  Who  thinks  of  mak- 
ing any  considerable  demand  for  specie 
on  the  established  Banks  there?  Which 
would  be  most  invidious,  when  it  is  cer- 
tain that  they  cannot  have  specie  ?  Hence 
it  is  reasonably  to  be  inferred,  that  the 
Banks  of  Scotland  ^  roust  have  increased 
their  circulation  immensely,  the  stoppage 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  disap- 
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jiearairte  of  gold,  being  most  hfappy  and 
profitable  circomstances  for  them.  They 
wcre^  formerly  obliged  to  faave  large  sams 
in  specie  lying  by  them,  procured  at"  con. 
Biderable  expence;  now^  they  need  not 
lutTC  a  gamea>  or  a  very  few  guineas,  and 
a  small  quantity  of  bad  silver  will  suffice. 
-—Formerly  the  circulation  of  tbe  Notes 
of  the  Bank  of  England  ^\'ds  confined  to 
London  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood. 
Now  it  must  suppiv  the  demand  of  the 
Coimtry  Banks,  llm,  as  well  as  the  ne- 
cesMry  issue  of  small  Koics  to  supply  the 
inraat  of  guineas  in  small  traQir>  Account5(, 
in  some  measure^  for  the  isHOe  of  Bank  of 
Englaad  paper  being  more  than  it  was 
Iwfore  the  Itestriction ;  but  it  by  no  means 
tecoanis  for  the  excess  of  that  issue.  In 
1797,  Ae  arerage  circulation  of  the  Bank 
of  England  was- under  eleven  uiillioits  ;  in 
1%W,  it  is  nearly  doable  that  number. 
The  additional  demand  of  the  Country, 
and  4be  supply  for  specie,  is  infinitely 
t^oonterbalanced  by  the  mode  lately  in- 
irodnced,  of  Banlcers  exchanging  drafb 
avery  day.  An  immense  proportion  of 
Myments  are  made  without  a  single  Bank 
Notd  being  touched  by  any  on«.  A  de*- 
tnand  being  made  on  me,  I  draw  on  my 
banker  A;  that  draft  is  not  presented  for 
paymeoti  but  lodgM  with  the  Banker  of 
the  person  I  gave  it  to,  B  ;  it  is  fo^nd  at 
.tha  clearing  house' that  A  hoids  a  draft  on 
B,  and  my  draft  wipes  it  oiF.— By  this 
traffic  too,  checks  on  Bankers  become 
truly  part  of  the  circalating  medium.  Mr. 
Boyd  woold  not  allow  any  thing,  except 
Bank  of  England  Notes,  and  gold  and 
silver,  to  be  called  circulating  medium ; 
:lie  etan  exdiMjed  Cjuntry  Bank  Notes ; 
*bat  evefy  thing  Mbstituted  for  specie  is 
cironlating  mcSUtmiy  checks  on  Bankers, 
Bills  of  Exchange,  Exchequer  Bills,  &c. 
•If  a  merchant  is  allowed  to  pay  the  Cus- 
•lom-liouse  daties  with  an  Exchequer  Bill, 
is  it  not  the  same  to  him,  and  to  the  pah- 
]ic>  as  so  much  specie? — There  is  no 
doabt  that  the  rise  in  the  prices  of  every 
thing  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  excessive 
i«Qe  of  paper,  and  in  that  sense  the  Bank 
*  paper  may  be  said  to  be  depreciated. 
Bvi  it  «doe»  not  follow,  tliat  the  high  pric^^ 
of  gold  is  a  pvoof  of  the  depreciation  or 
paper.  Ck>ld,  Uke  every  other  commo- 
dity, mast  rise  inprioe  if  the  quantity  in 
the  Qountiy  is  limited,     tf  we  are  so  cir- 


cumstanced as  that  we  caiHiot  import  a 
supply,  it  must  continue  to  rise.^^lt  is 
said,  if  you  send  a  Guinea  in  gold  to  ilam« 
burgh,  you  will  get  U5s,  or  more  for  it  | 
but  this  is  not  to  be  understood  literally # 
twenty-live  English  shillings  cannot  be 
got  at  Hamburgh  fot*  a  Guinea,  nor  as 
much  silver  in  bullion  or  foreign  coin  u 
will  fetch  25  5.  here.  The  meaning  pro* 
bably  is»  that  a  Guipea  Will  purchase  one-* 
filth  more  than  a  Bank  of  England  20 
shilling  note,  or  that  in  purqhasinff  the 
commodity,  thclmyer  must  pay  by  draw* 
ing  on  London  forono-fifih  more  thsn  bt 
would  do  if  he  were  possi^ssed  of  Guiueas 
to  make  his  payment. — It  is  iro|>osaible  to 
reconcile  this  with  the  representation  of 
Uie  flourishing  i^iate  of  our  trade.  It  h 
said,  theit  our  £x|)orts  far  exceed  What 
they  ever  did;  they  are  vastly  beyond 
our  Imports.  If  this  we»e.  true,  aidhfiixge 
would  be  in  our  ia^our.  There  cWd.bf 
no  temptation  to  export  gold.  Go)d  wouM 
be  low  in  place  of  being  Jhigh.-r-UpQtt4h9 
whole,  the  price  of  gold  and  the  disappear* 
ance  of  specie  are  to  beascribed  principally 
to  the  state  of  our  trade,  and  the  represent* 
ation  of  its  flourishing  situation  is  fal:>c« 
We  have  occosiim  for  necessary  Miclesi 
and  cannot  forego  the  tise  of  laxuries  frooi 
abroad,  while*  there  is  no  adequate  de*" 
mand  for  our  manufacUires>  or  their  ad> 
mission  is  prohibited.  The  difference  must 
therefore  be  made  good  by  the  exporta* 
tion  of  gold,  or  by  paying  such  abigb 
rate  of  exchange  as  to  make  it  the  interest 
of  the  trader,  if  possible,  rather  to  finjl 
gold.-^Tbe  root  of  all  the  evil,  or>  ;at  least, 
the  occasion  of  all  the  difliculty  in  ac* 
counting  for  the  present  state  of  things,  is 
the  Restriction  on  the  Bank  pf  EnglsM^* 
If  the  Bank  were  obliged  to  pay>  as  it 
promises  to  do,  our  true  situatioii x^ould 
not  be  disguised.  The  Bank  'would  t|e 
imder  the  necessity  of  buying  gold  at  auy 
price.  If  they  found  that  to  be  a  M 
trade,  (as  it  is  probable})  tliey  must  i^ 
crease  the  circulation,  'fhe  trade  of  the 
country  would  decrease;  commodities 
would  fall  in  price  )  gold  amongst  others ; 
and  if  the  Bank  found  embarrassments  and 
made  difficulties  in  paying,  their  paper 
wonkl  fall  to  a  discount  (>e^onda^ . denial. 
— ^At  present  we  are  shutting  our  eymw 
the  consequences  whkh  sooner  or  lettr 
must  follow  otur  folly. 
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aa  FRANCIS  BURDETT'S 

COMMITMENT  TO  THE  TOWER. 

Though  this  subject,  and  matters  closely 
iconaected  with  it,  have  beeh  io  agitatioa 
for  tbr^e  weeks  past,  I  have  thonght  it 
best  to  saspend  any  observations,  which  I 
iiad  to  ofier  tbereon»  until  the  thing  should 
be  completely  disposed  of  in  parliament. 
What  I  have  now^  to  submit  to  my  readers 
^ill  be  found  to  relate,  chiefly,  to  the  cm" 
iAict  ^  Sir  Francis,  subsbquent  to  that 
¥ou  qfike  Honoutabk  Home,  by  which  VcfU 
hi  was^Btttinced  to  the  Tower;  but^  fresh  as 
the  mere  history  of  the  proceedings  against 
hiai  mast  be  in  the  public  mind,  it  will, 
IB  the  course  of  a  few  months,  be  found 
useful  to  my  readers  to  possess  that  history, 
brought  iato  a  short  compass;  and,  for 
ahat  reason,  I  shall  here  give  such  history, 
by  way  oi  prefoce  to  my  intended  obser- 
▼attdns. 

'  We  nmst  begin  v^ith  the  pririlary  cause, 
namely,  the  exclusion  of  the  news-ipaper 
reporters  and  others  fi-om  the  Gallery  of 
the  Honourable  House  by  the  enforcing 
of  the  Standing  Ocd^  by  Mr.  >  Cuarles 
VoaiiE.-.^— An  Inquiry  ^at  the  bar  of  the 
HoMe)  into  the  facti,  relating  to  the  latal : 
^Sxpedition  to  ^e  Scheldt,  had,  on  thej 
116th  of  February,  been  moved  for  and 
carried^  inopposiciun  to  the  ministry,  with 
4«fhom  Mr  Yorke  voted  against  such  In- 
qniry  *.  But,  though  the  Inquiry  could 
aotbeiNreveaied,  it  was  possible  to  pre- 
vent the  public  from  beings  made  ac- 
quainted with' the. far  greater  and  more 
Interesting  |>art  of  the  proceedings  there- 
.  in,  by  shutting  the  reporters  of  debates 
out  of  the  jQalkry.  There  being  a  stand- 
•iBg  order  for  such  exchision,  it  could,  of 
course^  be  enforced  by  any  single  men)* 
b«r;  and,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Charles 
Vorke,  Much  ftmnber  wot  found,  and  the  Gal- 
-lery  eoiitinueijl  thus  closed  to  Ihe  end  of 
the  Inqui«y>  which  lasted  mpore  than  a 
nonth.  — —  The  pub)t0i  who  feU  very 
•cutely  upon  tho  subject  of  the  death^deal- 
ang  and  inglorious  eoterprize;  in  whose 

■■      ■ '  ■  ■  "    ■   »  i  I   I  jj* ■  I  ■■  ■■»ii- 

*  See  Ml  accoant  of  the  Debate^  in  feius 


minds  the  scandalous  gquabbles,  intrignest, 
and  duelling  of  the  cabinet  ministei-s  w^e 
still  fresh  ;  and  whose  petitions  (as  for  as 
petitions  had  been  prescntx^d)  had  been 
treated,  by  the  king's  servants,  with  un^ 
paralleled  contempt :  the  public,  seeing 
themselves  thus  shut  out  from  ail  chance 
of  hearing,  in  detail,  the  real  causes  of 
such  immense  sacrifices  in  men  as  well  as 
in  money,  veiy  loudly  and  generally  ex- 
preased  their  indignaiion  at  tin .4  act  of  ex'^ 
elusion,  which  indignation  was  more  imi 
mediately  levelled  against  Mr.  Yorke,  as 
being  ostensibly  the  author  of  H*^* — At 
this  time,  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones,  the 
manager  of  a  Debating  Society,  called  the 
•^  British  Forum,"  issued  an  advertise- 
ment in  the  foUowtne  words:  "  Windham 
«'  and  York^.  British  Forum,  3S,  Bedfoi-d 
"  Street,  Coveaat  Garden,  Monday  Feb.  J  &, 
♦*  1810. — ^Question: — Which  was  a  greater 
"outrage  upon  the  publio  feeling,  M»** 
''Yorke*s  enforcftment  of  the  Sdtndjng 
^' Order  to  eitclnde  stiangers.  from  the 
^  House  of  CoDimuns,  or  Mr.  Windham's 
"  recent  attack  upon  the  Liberty  of  the 
**  Press  ? — Last  Monday,  after  an  mterest* 
"  ing  '  discussion,  it  was  unanimously 
y  decided,  that  the  enforcement  of  iho 
« Standing  Orders,  by  shutting  out 
'« Strangers  from  the  GaUery  of  thp 
**  House  of  Commons,  ought  to  be  cen- 
'*  sured  as  an  insidious  and  ill-timed  at<& 
"  tack  upon  the  Liberty  of  the  Pness,  as* 
<*.  .tending  to  aggravate  the  discontents  of 
^  the  peopfe,  and  to  render  their  Repre« 
"  sentafives  objects  of  jealous  suspicion.^' 

Ti>is    advertisement    was,*   bv  Mr. 

Yorke  himself,  complained'  of  in  the  Ho* 
nourabie  House,  whoi  havinc  first  com* 
manded  the  Printer  of  the  advertiscmenl 
to  appear  before  them,  and  found,  thrbogti 
him,  that  Mr.  Gale  J  ones  was  the  amhov 
of  it,  discQisscd  the  Printer*  and,  having 
commanded  Mr.  Gaie  Jones  to  be  brought 
before  them,  did,  withatu  an^  trial,  without 
any  oath  being  made  ugaifut  htm,  order  him 
\o  be  sent  to  the  jail  of  Newgate,  there  tQ 
be  kept  during  their  pkamx.  -*.^  Sia 
pRATkns  BUR0STT,  who«  from  indisposition^ 
was  absent  at  the  time  when  this  meMate, 
was  adopted,  made,  on  the  12th^f  March* 
a  motion  for  the  ;enlarge»eat,aiid  dlscharga 
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of  Mr.  Gale  Jones^upon  the  ground,  that  the 
House  had  no  legal  authority  to  send  him 
to  a  jail,  or  to  punish  him  in  any  way  what- 
ever. This  motion  was  negatived,  and  Mr. 
Gale  Jones  remained  in  jail  for  having  said 
that  Mr.  Charles  Yorke  had  outraged  the 
public fielingt  by  his  motion  to  exclude  the 

people  from  the  Gallery  of  the  House. 

'  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  not  satisfied  with 
what  he  had  done  in  behalf  of  the  Liberty 
of  the  Subject,  resolved  to  publish  his 
Speech  of  the  12th  of  March ;  but,  I  must 
here  stop  a  moment  to  notice  what,  in  the 
meanwhile,  had  befallen  Mr.  Charles 
Yorke,  who,  being  a  couiUy  member,  had, 
in  shutting  the  Gallery,  assumed  an  air 
and  a  tone  of  great  independence,  and  seem- 
ed to  say,  that  he  had  no  understanding 
with  the  ministry,  and  was  merely  follow- 
ing the  dictates  of  hit  own  mind  as  a  loyal 
eountry-gentlefnan.  In  three  weeks  m>m 
the  day  that  he  first  made  the  motion  for 
shutting  the  people  out  of  the  Gallery  ;  in 
three  weeks  from  that  day,  this  anmty 
member,  this  big-talking  independent  man, 
this  kin^ 8 friend,  ih\^  good  loyal  country- 
gentleman,  v^as  openly  acknowledged  to 
have  been  appointedf  a  Teller  of  the 
Exchequer,  a  sinecure  office  worth  2,700/. 
a  year.  The  acceptance  of  this  office 
having,  of  course,  compelled  him  to  vacate 
his  seat,  he,  as  a  matter  of  course,  expect- 
ed to  be  re-elected  by  thp  freeholders  of 
Cambridgeshire ;  but,  to  their  grekt  ho- 
nour, they  hooted  him  from  their  pre- 
sence, drove  him  away  covered  with  re- 
E roaches,  and  chose  another  member  in 
isstead.^^At  the  time,  therefore,  when 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  made  his  motion  for 
the  discharge  of  Mr  <  Gale  Jones,  the  public 
in  general,  and  especially  the  constituents 
of  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  had  given  undenia- 
ble proofe,  that  they  regarded  Mr.  Yorice's 
conduct  as  a  monstrous  outrage  upon  f he 
jmblic  Jeeling,  The  marquis  of  Tavistock 
and  Mr.  Brand,  two  members  of  the  House, 
had,  at  the  election  at  Cambridge,  gone, 
in  their  expressions,  very  far  indeed  be- 
yond Mr.  Gale  Jonesi,  m  speaking  of  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Yorke.  StiU,  however, 
Mr.  Gale  Jones  was  kept  in  jail  by  the 
order  of  that  Hou^e,  ^m  which  Mr. 
Yorke  had,  by  the  freeholders  of  Cam- 
bridgeshire, been  expelled.  The  very 
persons  who  had,  for  twenty  yearsr  sent 
Aim  to  the  House  ;  his  very  neighbours 
%nd  friends ;  even  these  now  shut  him  out 
•f  that  House,  and  principally  because  he 
bad  done  what  Mr.  Jones  simply  called  an 
mtirage  upon  public  feeling:  yet  was  Mr, 


Jones  still  shut  up  in  jail;  still  kept  in 
jail,  by  an  order  of  that  House,  and  durh^ 
its  pleasure !  Aye,  during  its  pLeamire  f  Ex- 
pressly, durmg  its  pleasure  / It  wa^  un- 
der these  circumstances,  that  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  resolved  to  publish,  addrcfsed  to 
his  constituents,  the  Electors  of  Westmin- 
ster^ the  whole  of  the  Arg^ument,  which  he 
had  made  use  of  in  the  House,  upon  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Jones's  imprisonment ; 
which  resolution  he  soon  afterwards  ful- 
filled, and  the  publication  was  first  inade 
in  the  Political  Register  of  Saturday  the 

24th  of  last  month. On  Monday,  the 

26th,  complaint  was  made  of  this  publica- 
tion, in  the  Honourable  House,  by  a  right 
worthy  member  of  the  same,  named 
Lbthbridgb,  one  of  the  n>embers  for  So- 
mersetshire, of  whom  (for  every  thing  be- 
longing to  such  persons  skould  be  known) 
I  have  some  anecdotes  to  give  upon  a  fu- 
ture occasion  ;  and  especially  about  his 
opinions,  expressed  to  me,  at  Bath  (attht 
time  of  his  first  election),  relative  to  the 
disgraceful  and  infamous  practices  of  the 
borough-mongering  trade.  This  gentle- 
man it  was,  who  complained  to  the  House 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  publication.  The 
ministry  seconded  and  supported  his  ef- 
forts; and,  after  having  postponed  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  for  roofire  than  a 
week,  the  House,  on  Friday  morning,  the 
6th  of  April,  after  a  debate  of  fourteen 
hours,  or  thereabouts,  the  Honourable 
House  came  to  \  Vote,  first,  that  Sir 
Francis  Burdett's  publication  in^sa  libel 
upon  the  House  and  a  breach  of  its  privi- 
leges, and,  second,  that  he  should  be  im- 
prisoned .  in  the  Tower.  A  warrant  for  . 
his  conmiitment  was,  accordingly,  issued 
by  the  Speaker  to  the  Serjeant  atAbm% 
which  Warrant  was  as  follows :    . 

"  Veneris,  6*  die  AprUis,  28ia 
>**  Whereas  the  House  of  Commonshatli 
"  this  day  adjudged.  That  sir  Francis 
"  Burdett,  baronet,  who  has  admitted  that 
''  a  Letter,  signed  '  Franets  Bmrdett^'  and 
"  a  further  part  of  a  Paper,  iBtitalsd, 
"  '  Afguraent,'  in  CoUbett's  Weekly  Be- 
*'  gister  of  March  24,  >810,  was  printed 
"  by  his  authority  (which  ljoit0l(ind  Ar- 
"  gument  the  said  House  has  resolved  to 
''  be  a  libellous  and  scandalous  P^psr,  re* 
"  fleeting  on  the  just  Rights  and  ^"^*'^ 
"  bf  the  said  House,)  baa  been  thereby 
*'  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  the  Privileges  of 

"  the  said  House : i-Asd  wbereasi^  tbd 

<'  Houfie  of  Commons  hath  thereupon  oct 
"  dered,  thfit  the  said  sir  Francis  ^urdsU 
"  be,  for  kia  said  ofieiice*  eoaumH^^ 
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«*  his  Majesty's  Tbwer  of  London : — ^These 
'<  are  therefcure  to  require  you  to  take  into 
*'  your  custody  the  body  of  the  said  sir 
"  Francis  Buniett,  and  then  forthwith  to 
"  deliver  him  over  into  the  custody  of  the 
.**  lieutenant  of  his  Majesty's  Tower  of 
*'  London  z—And  all  mayors,  bailiffi,  she* 
/'  riffs,  under-sheriDs,  constables,  and  head- 
*'  boroughs,  and  every  other  person  or 
*^  persons,  are  hereby  required  to  be  aid- 
"  ing  and  assisting  to  you  in  the  execu- 
"  tion  hereof;  ^ 

**  For  which  this  shall  be  yonr  sufficient 
"  Warrant. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  the  sixth  day 
''of  April,  1810. 

"  CHARLES  ABBOT,  Speaker.* 
"  To  the  Setjeant  at  Amis 

*'  attending  tJte  House  ' 

"  qf  Comtnons,  or  his 

"  J)^mty." 

The  Serjeant  at  Arms,  anxious,  apparent- 
ly, to  shew,  towards  Sir  Francis,  that  re- 
spect, which  is  felt  so  deeply  by  all  good 
men,  sent  him  a  note,  upon  receiving  this 
warranty  expressing  his  desire  to  wait 
upon  him  and  to  see  him  into  the  Tower 
at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  most  agree- 
able to  himself  In  aniswer  to  this  note. 
Sir  Frmncis  wrote,  that  be  - "  should  be ' 
"  at  home  to  ircdtfe  the  Serjeant  at  his 
*'  house  in  Piccadilly,  at  12  o'clock,  tho 
"n^xt  day,  Saturday/'  The  Serjeant  went 
to  sir  Francis's  House  before  this  answer 
reached  him,  and  there  he  received  a  re- 
petition of  the  answer,  whereupon  he  re- 
tired, leaving  Sir  Francis  to  suppose,  that 
he  would  return  to  him  the  next  day,  at 
the  hour  appointed.  Bat,  about  8  o'clock 
the  mtme  ewrdng  the  Serjeant  came  again, 
and,  telUiig  Sir  Francis,  that  he  had 
received  a  severe  reprimand  from  the 
Speaker  for  not  bavins  imprisoned  him 
in  the  morning,  proceeded  to  attempt  to 
execute  his  warrant;  whereupon.  Sir 
Francis  refused  to  become  his  prisoner, 
and,  in  as  mild  a  wtfy  as  possible,  put 
him  and  bis  messengers  out  of  the  house, 
tending,  at  the  same  time,  the  following 
letter  to  the  Speaker  : 

SiR^     .       Ficcaditfy,  April  6th,  1810. 

When  I  was  returned  in  due  form,  by  the 

Electors  of  Westminster,  ;,they  imasioed 

that  they  had  ichosen  me  as  their  Trus- 

*  This  Warrant  is  very  diflferent  from 
.that,  mder  wbich  Mr.  Gale  Jon^  was 
committed.     Sm  pretest  Volume,  page 
44B. 


tee,  in  a  House  of  Commons,  to  maintaia 
the  Laws  and  Liberties  of  the  Land;  hav- 
ing accepted  that  trust,  I  never  wUl  be« 
tray  it. — I  have  also,  as  a  dutiful  Subject, 
taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king  to 
obey  his  laws,  and  ^  I  never  will  consent, 
by^  any  act  of  mine,  to  obey  any  set  of 
men,  who,  contrary  to  those  laws,  shall, 
ui^der  any  pretence  whatever,  assome  the 
power  of  the  King. — Power  and  Privilege 
are  not  the  same  things,  and  ought  not  at 
any  time  to  be  coniounded  t<>getber— • 
privilege  is  an  exemption  from  power, 
and  was  by  law  secured  to  the  third 
Branch  of  the  Legislature  in  order  to  pro- 
tect them,  that  they  might  safely  protect 
the  people ;  not  to  give  them  power  to  de- 
stroy the  people. — ^Your  Warrant,  Sir,  I 
believe  you  know  to  be  illegal.  I  know 
it  to  be  so.-^To  superior  force  I  must  sub- 
mit ;  but  X  will  not,  and  dare  not,  incur  the 
danger  of  continaing  voluntarily  to  make 
one  of  any  association,  or  set  oi  men,  who 
shall  assume  illegally  the  whole  power  of 
the  realm;  and  who  have  no  more  right  to 
take  myself,  or  any  one  of  my  Constitaentt 
by  force,  than  I  or  they  possess,  to  take  any 
of  those  who  are  now  guilty  of  this  usur* 
pation.  And  I  would  condescend  to  ac- 
cept the  meanest  office  that  would  vacate 
my  seat';  being  more  desirous  of  getting 
out  of  my  present  association,  than  other 
men. may  be  desirous  of  getting  profitably 
into4t.— ^ir,'thisisnot  a  letter  in  answerto 
a  vote  of  thaidcs,  it  is  in  answer  to  a  vote  of 
a  very  different  kindr^I  know  not  what  to 
call  it — but  since  you  have  begun  this  cor- 
respondence with  me,  I  most  beg  you  to 
read  this  my  answer,  to  those,  under 
whose  order  yon  have  commenced  it. 
I  remain.  Sir, 
Your  mostobedient  humble  Servant, 
FRANCIS  BURDETT. 

In  the  .course  of  Friday  evening  and 
night  there  was  much  noise  amongst  the 
people,  strong  and  tumnltuoos  expressions 
of  indignation,  and  sosie  acts  of  violence, 
confin^,  however,  to  the  breekiog  ef 
windows,  of  which  acts  I  shall  have  to 
speak  more  fully  by-and-by.^-"— On  the 
Saturday  morning  tiie  Seijeant  at  Arms, 
with  his  messengers,  went  again  to  the 
bouse  of  Sir  Francis,  and    were  again 

turned  out. Soon  after  this  a  troop  of 

the  Life  Guards  arrived  in  the  street,  op- 
posite Shr  Francis's  house,  and  used  means 
TOT  dispersing  the  people,  who  continued 
to  assemble  in  great  numbers  near  the 
house.— —^ir  Francis,  upon  the  appear- 
I      S  2 
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ance  of  the  military,  sent  for  the  assist- 
ance  of  the  chd)  power,  and  the  Sherkia 

and  their  coostablea  caiae* ^The  same 

tumultuary  proceedings  continued  through 
Saturday  night  ;  and,  on  Sunday,  as  im- 
mense assemblage  uf  people  was  kept  up, 
the  whofe  of  the  day,  in  Piccadilly,  who 
committed  no  other  vioience  than  that  of 
corapciiing,  on  pain  of  being  pelted  with 
mud,  e?ery  one  that  pa^cd  to  pull  oil'his 
hat  in  honour  of  Sir  Francis.— In  the 
mean nl^iie  the  Cabinet  had,  it  seems,  met, 
and  an  order  had  been  transmitted  from 
the  War-office,  in  every  direction,  for 
every  regiment  within  a  hundred  mUe$  qf 

London,  to  march  thither  forthwith. ; 

A  .fcitlie  before  11  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning,  the  Sejant  at  Arms,  accompa- 
nied by  Messengers,  Police  officers,  and  a 
large  military  force,  broke  violently  into 
the  house  of  ^r  Francis  Burdett.  Sir 
Franeiswas  sitting  with  his  family,  and 
'  on  the  appearance  of  the  Serjeant,  atkedj 
by  what  authority  he  broke  into  his  house. 
The  Serjeant  produced  the  Speaker's  war- 
cant,  which  Sir  Erancis  refused  to  obey, 
and  dcinanded  if  it  was  intended  to  bel 
eicecuted  by  military  fbroe  ?  'i^e  an- 
swer was  in.  the  affirmative.  Whereupon 
Sir  Francb  commanded  them  to  desist  in 
the  king's  name,  and  called  upon  the 
Sheriii'for  his.akl«  It  was  answered,  that} 
thft  SheiiflTva^  not  there ;  and  Smt  Francis 
'theiisaid^  that  they  should  not  take  him 
bat  by  force,  which  they  accordingly 
did^  and' hurried-  him  through  a  double  file 
ofsoUiers  drawn  op  i^  his^  own  house  to 
a  glass  coach  wliich  ihey  had  in  waiting 
fee  the  pvrpoee. — — H^wis  now  convey- 
ed to  the  Tower,  escorted,  by  an  army 
thrice  as  numerous  as  the  army  at  Gua-. 
daloupe,  against  which  ten  of  our  generals 
masoned !  1  remember ;  aye,  I  do  remem-, 
ber  well,  with  what  */ttrfiVrf,  with  what^rew; 
mcdiua^dconttmvt  Slr^Francis  was  treated, 
whea  he  made  his.  proposition  about  por- 
Hmneatqty  rrform ;  and  having  that  in  my 
mind,  1  cannot  help  copying,  from  the 
JVIpmiBg  Chronick  of  Tuesday >  the  lOtli 
instant,  the  description  there  ^▼eii  of 
•  this  grand  military  exploit. '«The  pro- 
cession inoved  from  Sir  Francis  Burdett's 
house  in  the  foUo^ving  order ; — two  squa- 
dcons  of  the  l^th  Lignt  Dragoons,  tWo 
troops  of  Life  Guards,  with  Mr.  Read  the 
magistrate,  at  their  head — the^oaich  with 
Sir  Francis,  two  more  troops  of  lifb  Guards^ 
a  troop  of  the  1 5th  Light  Dragoons  ;  two 
battalions  of  Foot  Guards,  marchmg  m 
opep,  orxlsr  :    and  a  party  of  the  Idth 


U^ht  Dragoons  formihg  the  rear.  In 
this  order  Ihey  proceeded  to  Albemarle- 
street,  where  tbey  haHed,  and  then  tnmed 
up  that  street,  with  the  exception  of  two 
battalions  of  Foot  Guards,  vrbo  marched 
forward  through  Piccadilly,  the  Hay** 
market,  and  Strand,  to  the  Tower.— The 
escort  proceeded  along  Aibemaiie*8treet, 
Bond-street,  Conduit^street,  across  Ha- 
nover^square  into  Oxford-street,  along 
John-street,  Great  Portland-street,  Port- 
hnd-rpad,theNew-road,Mary-le-bone,by 
Penlonville,  across  IsHngtoa,  along  the 
City-road  to  Moor-fields,  from  thence  by 
3un-street  into  Aldgate  High  street,  and 
along  the  Minories  to  the  Tower. — ^The 
procession  went  on  at  ifts  outset  at  a  quick 
rate  ;  and  the  capture  having  been  mad'e 
at  an  earlier  hour  than  the  crowd  bad 
been  in  the  habit  of  assembling,  the  event 
was  not  immediately  or  generally  known. 
The  baronet  had  passed  up  Albemarle- 
street,  before  a  cry  was  set  up,  "  r% 
,  **  have  taken  hvn — th^  haioe  drugged  him  o^t 
"  qf  Itii  house,"  The  cry  spread  imme- 
di^ely  far  and  wide  ;  and  an  immense 
C CO wd  soon  attended  the  cavalcade,  which 
increased  to  such  an  extent,  that  by  the  time  ' 
Sir  Francis  reached  the  Tower,  the  crowd 
had  blocked  uf)  the  Minories,  and  ^\\  the 
streets  in  its  xiciqity,  and  it  became  im- 
possible for  c^rt  or  carriage  to  pass.  Adi- 
ditional  preparations  had  been  made  in  the 
contempJation  ojf  a  disuirbance  near  the 
Tower.  Trqops  were  stationed  near  it, 
^nd  a  fresh  regiment  ca^ie  up  by  water 
from  Tilbury-fort  this  oaorning.  They  were 
quartered  in  the  New  Mint,  Towerhill.-!- 
The  Foot  Guards  who  bad  marched  alojug 
the  Strand  and  througjb^the  city  arrived 
upon  Tower  Hill  Eve  fninutes  before  12. 
Tliey  c^mcxlown  Mark-lane,  headed  by 
the  City  Marshal,  and  a  Civil  Officer. 
Tliey  drew,  i^p  three  deep  in  the  lipe  from 
the  Tower»gates,  which  were  shut„  cover- 
ing the  entraQce.f-nTen  minut^  past  1{, 
an  officer  of  the  l^th  Light  J^ragoous  rodie 
smart  Fy  toit  from  Jury -street,  hy/.the  fur- 
ther sitje.  qf  the  Trinity  House,  making 
signals  for  the  mob  to  clear  the  way. 
Great  shouting  and  scampering.-^ A  qw- 
ter  past  twelve,  arrived  about  ^  of  the 
Horse  <iuitrds,  who  rode  up  towards  the 
Towor-gales.  At  the  distance  of  100 
yards  came  about  500  of  the  15th  Light 
Dragoons,  then  about  200  of  the  Horse 
Gwanls,  having  in  the  middle  of  them  the 
coach  containing  Sir  F.  Burdett— The 
nriQdows  of  the  coach  .were  all  down ;  Sh: 
Francis  sat  on  the  right,  behind ;  he  «t 
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forward,  and  was  well  seen.  As  he  pars- 
ed there  was  much  huzzaing,  the  guards 
flourished  their  swords  to  intimidate  the 
iiiob.-^After  the  Horse  Guards  cume  about 
200  more  of  the  15th.  As  the  prooessioo 
entered  by  the  further  aide  of  the  iPrinity 
House,  h.  came  on  Towers  bill  in  a  sei^ 
peotine  form,  and  the  military  spectacle 
was  Tery  grand.— This  state  of  thing^  re- 
mained for  full  half  an  hour,  the  carriaea 
covered  by  about  200  Horae  Guards,  the 
line  of  Foot  Guards  stretching  from  it  up 
Tower-hill,  the  J 5th  lining  the  sides  of 
Tower-hill,  to  keep  off  the  mob,  which 
began  to  dispersc^The  two  sauaarons  of 
the  15 th  light  dragoons  opeAed  ri^ht  ahd 
left,  and  cleared  the  ground  in  all  direc* 
tionsi,  forming  a  circle,  two  deep,  around 
tlie  entrance,  through  which  the  remainder 
of  the  force,  with  the  prisoner,  proceeded 
without  any  material  interruption;  though 
there  was  mueh  hooting  and  huzzaing-— 
*'  BurcUu  for  ever ;"  and  some  who  had 
taken  refuge  within  the  paliQgs,  even 
pelted  tile  cavalry,  ,who,  ia  return  cut  at 
them  with  their  swords,  happily  without 
any  material  injury  on  either  side.  Many 
of  the  mob  were,  however,  forced  into  the 
Tower  ditch,  but  without  mischief,  as 
there  was  but  little  water.  On  the  ar- 
rival of  the  carriage  at  the  gatf.  Sir 
rrancis  alighted,  and  was  received  with 
the  usual  formalities ;  the  gate  was  imme- 
diately abut.''  Several  Cannon  were  fired 
at  the  Tower  to  announce,  that  the  pri- 
soner was  arrived ;  that  the  capture  had 
bun  completed ;  that  the  enterprize  had  been 
crowned  vntk  succe$$  /-.—Every  part  of  the 
town  was,  on  Monday  night,  paraded  by 
troops ;  cannon  we^e  planted  in  several  of 
'the  squares  and  streets ;  not  only  all  the 
divers  barracks  and  depots  were  £Iled  with 
soldiers,  but  guards  were  mounted  in  pri- 
vate houses  that  happened  to  be  uninha^ 
bited.  In  sh(^rt,  in  and  about  London, 
there  was  by  Monday  night,  and  still  is, 
an  army,  supposed  to  amouht  to  not  much 
short  oi  fifty  thouiond  men ! 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  imprisonment 
oiSir  Francis  Burdett  in  the  Tower.  His 
conduct,  subseauent  to  the  passing  of  the 
Tote  for  that  imprisonment,  has  been,  in 
.many  of  the  news^papers,  a  subject  of 
jnuch  animadversion;  and,  therefore,  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  offer  some  observa- 
tioiis  thereon,  reserving  for  a  future  op- 
-  portimity  what  I  have  to  say,  in  addition 
to  what  I  have  said  hi  a  former  Number, 
.ar  to  the  nature  of  the  publication,  for 
tbe  making  of  which  ^t  Honourable  Ba- 
ronet has  been  imprisoned. 


Upon  an  occasion  like  the  present,  it 
would  haVe  been  silly  to  expect  either  the 
tongue  or  the  pen  of  caiumny  to  be  idle. 
Sir  Francis  Bu/deti  will  not,  1  dare  say^ 
have  beeii  at  all  surprized  ^t  what  has 
been  published  in  the  news-papers,  dur- 
ing the  last  thrf e.  Jays.  He  will  not  have 
forgotten  tlie  out- cry  that  was  set  upa^ 
the  time  of  his  publicati  in  about  *'  Thr 
Accursed  Red  Book,"  when  he  was,  just 
as  he  is  now,  told  that  "  even  his  friends^* 
disapproved  of  his  conduct;  that  **  his 
*'  heit  friends  lamented  that  he  had  such 
"  bad  advisers;'*  that  he  was  **  a  tool  in 
"  the  hands  of  artful  men:"  but  thai 
^<  thank  God,  be  had  now  thrwm  aff^  tke 
"  mask,  and  discovered  th^  clovtn  foot,** 
I  remember  asking,  at  the  time,  how  long 
it  had  been  since  cloven  feet  had  beett 
covered  with  masks.  But,  nonsense  fk§ 
the  whole  of  it  was,  it  was  to  do  for  him. 
Even  those  who  bad  voted  for  him  *'  bey 
gan-  to  rqtent/'  it  was  said.  AnJ  the 
«'  loyal"  actually  congratulated  one  anor 
tber  upon  the  publication  of  the  Red  Book 
letter,  as  being  the  very  thing,  and  the 
only  thing,  to  sink  and  destr^  him  in 

the  minds  of  the  people. Well !  it  is 

now  about  three  years  since  the  Red- 
Book  letter  was  published.  He  has  been 
repeating  the  sentiments  of  that'  letter, 
from  that  time  to  this,  as  oRen  as  he  has 
had  an  opportunity  ?  and,  what  is  the 
effect  ?  Why,  an  army  is  brought  to  put 
him  in  the  Tower.  The  Honourable 
House  is  ofiended  with  him ;  they  ce»>- 
siire  his  conduct ;  they  order  him  to  be 
imprisoned ;  but,  the  cbeving  ef  the  or^ 
der,  the  putting  of  the  order  iQ  execution^ 
requires  the  presence  and  the  aid  of  at^ 
army.  A  dozen  of  constables  would  have 
sufficed  to  convey  any  other  man  to  the 
Tower  ;  but,  to  convey  thither  this  "  im- 
prudent" man,  who  had  "  disgusted  all 
nis  friends,"  and  who,  according  to  the 
opinions  of  some  wiseacres,  would  ''  not 
"  be  elected  again  by  the  people  of  West- 
"  minster,  if  he  were  expelled,"  demands 
the  aid  of  an  army.  Tnis  bare  circum- 
stance of  the  calling  forth  ttie  aid  of  an 
army,  says  niore  than  whole  volumes ;  it 
is  an  eloquent  and  convincing  fact;  it  is 
an  argument,  to  which  no  answer  can 
possibly  be  found. 

The  animadversions  on  Sir  Francis's 
conduct,  subsequent  to  the  vote  for  send- 
ing him  to  i;he  Tower,  embrace  several 
points,  amongst  which  is  that  of  his  pre- 
tended breach  qf  franMCwith  tke  Serjeant ai 
ilmit.— *— Now,  m  the  first  plac^  I  can- 
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not  diiBcover  any  proof  of  his  ever  having 
^madc  the  Serjeant  a  promise,  that  he  would 
surrender  to  him  without  any  resistance. 
I  am  fully  persuaded^  that '  no  such  pro- 
mise, either  express  or  implied,  was  ever 
made.     If  it  he  true,  that  he  told  the  Ser- 
jeant, that  he  should  be  "  hoffpy  to  receive 
"  him,''  these  words  do  not,  to  roe,  appear 
to  mean,  that  he  should  be  ready  to  go 
with  the  Serjeant.     If  he  had  given  mc 
such  an  answer,  I  should  at  once,  have 
supposed,  that  he  had  not  made  up  his 
mind  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued,  and 
that,  when  I  came  to  him  again,  I  should 
know  what  his  intentions  were.    Besides, 
it  is,  I  thufik,  pretty  evident,  from  the  Ser- 
jeant's own  statement,  that  he  could  never, 
at  any  time,  believe,  or  suppose,  that  Sir 
Francis  meant  voluntarily  to  yield  obe- 
dience to  the  warrant ;  for,  he  allows,  that 
at  the  very  first  interview.  Sir  Francis 
told  him,  that  he  meant  to  wriie  to  the  Speaker; 
'and,  what  should  the  Serjeant  suppose 
that  such  letter  was  to  contain,  if  not  a 
remonstrance  against  the  execution  of  the 
warrant,  which  the  Speaker  had  issued 
against  him,  and  of  which  the  Serjeant 
was  the  bearer?   Then  again  on  the  Mon- 
day morning,  the  soldiers   were  in  the 
house,  before  the  Serjeant  went  up  stairs; 
showing  very  clearly,  that  the  original  in- 
tention on  that  day,  was  to  execute  the 
warrant  by  military  force.^— But,  it  ap- 
pears, that,  at  the  time  when  the  Serjeant  ^ 
received  the  pretended  promise  to  yield, 
he  also  made  his  promise,  ntoiely,  to  wait . 
upon  dir  Francis  the  next  day  at  txoehoe 
o* clock.    Instead  of  this,  what  does  he  do  ? 
Why,  he  returns,  and  attempts  to  execute 
the  warrant  ai  eight  o'clock  that  same  night. 
.This  was  a  very  material  circumstance; 
a  change  of  vast  consequence;  for,  though 
it  was  clear  enough,  that  there  were  many 
persons  to  wish  that  Sh>  Francis  might  be 
hurried  off  in  secret  to  the  Tower,  he  him- 
self did  not,  nor  could  he,  wish  it      After 
being  treated  in  the  manner  he  had  been, 
St  was  very  natural  for  him,  if  he  must  go 
to  prison,  to  wish  to  be  surrounded  by  his 
friends,  and  especially  by  his  constituents. 
If  I'am  told,  that  the  promise  of  the  Ser- 
jeant was  not  positive,  I  answer,  that  it 
was  as  positive  as  that  of  Sir  Francis.    If 

Sromises  at  all,  they  were  both  promises 
Y  implication;  ancl,  at  any  rate,  a  breach 
of  the  one  necessarily  put  ^n  end  to  the 
obligation  created  by  the  other. — — So 
much  for  this  pretended  breach  qf  promise, 
which,  like  ail  the  other  charges,  has 
been  invented  in  the  vain  hope  of  enlisting 

_7  ^*um\is*  'fe 


ignorance  and  fear  under  the  banners  of 
falsehood ;  under  the  banners  of  calum- 
niating corruption. 

The  next  charge  is,  that  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  had  in  his  house  with  him,  during 
the  time  of  his  resistance,  Mr.  Roger 
O'Connor,  brother  of  Arthur  O'Connor, 
who,  some  years  ago,  was  exiled  for  hav- 
ing been  guilty  of  treasonabk  acts. 
Now,  without  in(|uiring  into  the  circum-- 
stances,  which  might  l^,  and,  I  am  pretty 
sure  were,  perfectly  accidental,  that 
brought  this  gentleman  into  Sir  Francis's 
house  at  the  time  referred  to,  is  there 
any  man  prepared  to  say,  that  his  being 
there,  and  that  his  being  a  friend  of  Sir 
Francis,  are  any  proof  of  Sir  Francis's 
having  a  seditious  mtentioni  as  has  been 
most  basely  insinuated  by  one  of  the 
persons  who  has  written  upon  this  sub- 
ject? It  is  misfortune  enough  in  all 
conscience,  for  a  man  to  ,have  a  brother 
guilty  of,  or  charged  with,  wickedness, 
without  having  a  participation  in  that 
guilt  imputed  to  himself.  What  would 
be  thought  of  any  one,  who  should  re- 
proach General  Despard  with  being  the 
brother  of  the  unhappy  Colonel  of  that 
name  ?  What  would  be  thought  of  the 
man,  who  should,  as  connected  with  any 
political  question  or  struggle  in  whicn 
iWDukeqfLeinster  or  Lord  Robert  Fttzg^-^ 
raid  might  take  a  part,  attack  the  cause 
in  which  they  might  be  so  engaged,  upon 
the  ground  of  the  charges  which  existed 
against  and  which  led  to  the  trasical  end 
of  their  amiable  and  gallant  and   honest 

though  unfortunate  brother: Aye, say 

you,  but  these  are  loytU  men.  That  is 
to  say,  they  agree  with  you  in.  poUticd, 
But,  prove  to  us,  then,  thou  basest  of  ca-'* 
lumniators;  give  us  some  ptoof;  state 
some  one  instance  to  us  in  proof,  that 
Mr.  O'Connor  h  nota  loyal  man,  or  be 
content  to  pass  for  an  insinuating  coward ; 
be  content  to  pass  for  a  wretch,  who  at^ 
tacks  without  daring  to  risk'your  carcass. 
——The  ancient  moralist,  in  order  to  give 
his  disciples  a  strons  picture  of  unprinci- 
pled power,  of  baremced  insolent  injtistice, 
tells  tnem,  that  the  Wolf,  having  accused 
the  Lamb  of  an  o^nce,  and  being  an- 
swered, that,  at  the  date  of  the  offence  the 
Lamb  was  yet  in  his  mother's  belly,  re- 
plies, "  well,  if  it  was  not  you,  it  toasyout 
*' father;"  whereupon  the  tyrant  flew 
at  the  poor  inofiensive  creature  and  tore 
him  to  pieces.— ^Iremember,  that,  when 
a  child,  this  fable  excited  in  mv  raihd  in^ 
dignation  at  the  conduct  of  the  Wolfj 
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%aA  will  not  my  readers  now  p«rticipate 
with  me  in  iodiga^tioo  at  the  conduct  of 
the  man,  who,  regardless  of  the  feelings 
and  the  Gonsequencf 8  to  Mr.  O'Connor, 
has  made  this  insinuation  for  the  purpose 
•f  pointing  at  an  inference  injurious  to  Sir 
Francis  Burdett^  and  with  the  base  hope 
of  diminishing  that  popularity,  the  indu- 
bitable eyidences  of  which  had  stung  him 

to  his  envious  soul  ? ^There  are,  I  am 

aware,  persons  to  say,  that,  though  Mr. 
O'Connor  may  have  no  harm  about  him, 
still,  for  the  sake  of  preventing  mareprC'- 
^eKtatUm,  would  not  Sir  Francis  do  well  to 
keep  aloof  from  that  gentlen^an  ?  To  snch 
persons  I  would  put.  this  question:  bow 
shoukl  vott  like  it,  were  any  friend  to  keep 
aloof  ^om  you  on  such  a  ground  ?  And 
a|^in :  would  you  trust  in  the  public  prin- 
ciples of  that  man,  who  for  fear  ot  ex- 
posing kimieff  to  the  misrepresentations  of 
the  world ,  would  turn  his  back  upon,  or 
ahun  his  private  friends  ?  Such  a  course 
would,  indeed,  be  that  of  a  truly  ambi- 
tieos,  aspiring  and  dangerous  man.  The 
precisely  opposite  course  has  been  that  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  who,  the  more  .his 
friends  have  been  traduced,  has  stuck  the 
closer  to  them ;  and  this  has  not  a  little 
contributed  towards  the  establishing  of 
thatoptnioa  of  his  ckmstancy,  which  opi- 
nion nothing  now  can  shake. 

The  next  chalrge  against  Sir  Francis  is 
his  hmving  written  the  Letter  to  the  Speaker. 
■Now,  upon  the  nature  of  this  letter 
it  is  not  my  uiteniion  to  offer  any  opinion 
at  all;  nor  is  it  necessary,  because  its 
purport  is  too  clear  to  be  mistaken  by  any 
one.  I  shall  consider  merely,  whether  It 
svas  or  was  not  consistent  with  the  r^st  of 

tHe  writer's  proceedings. It  has  been. 

asked,  in^me  of  the  newspapers,  what  use 
it  could  b^  of ;  and,  seeing  what  has  hap- 

{»ened  in  consequence  of  it,  it  is  not  a 
ittle  surprizing,  to  me,  that  any  ope  should 
have  asked,  or  thought  of,  such  a  ques- 
tion.—-Suppose  the  letter  had  not  been 
written.  Would  there  have  been  wanting 
persons  to  say,  that  Sir  Francis  was  svh- 
dued;  that  the  Honourable  House  had 
600^011  him ;  that,  after  all  his  show  of  re- 
sistance, after  all  his  struggles,  he  was  re- 
duced to  silent  submission  to  the  rod  of  the. 
Bouse  ?  But,  this  letter,  by  braving  the 
power  of  the  House,  brin^  the  parties  again 
mro  a  new  struggle.  Sir  Francis  renews 
the  attack,  and  the  House,  having  nothing 
bot  the  power  of  expulsion  left,  does  not  ex- 
ercise that  power.  Much  has  been  said, 
IB  the  public  paperi|»  about  the  reoion  for 


this  forbearance;  b«t»  it  seems  to  be  unt- 
versally  acknowledged,  that  the  real  rea* 
son  was,  that  the  expulsion  would  produce 
a  rt*ekction,  though  there  are  one  or  two 
writers,  who  have  been  foolish,  sottish 
enough,  to  suppose,  that,  if  Sir  Francis 
were  to  be  expelled,  the  people  of  West- 
minster xoould  not  re-elect  him.    Why  not 

try  them,  then  ? Had  not  this  letter 

been  written,  the  matter  never  could  have 
stood  in  this  light  A  light,  in  which  the 
popularity  of  Sir  Francis  stands  most  con- 
spicuous. He  says,  in  fact,  to  the  House. 
I  will  not  belong  to  you  voluntarily.  I, 
therefore,  give  you  an  opportunity  of  ap- 
pealing again  to  my  constituents,  whether  - 
they  will  still  coti^l  me,  as  they  now 

do,  to  make  one  of  your  body. ^This  - 

letter,  therefore,  is  perfectly  consistent  with 
all  the  other  proceedings  of  Sir  Francis  ; 
and,  if  he  had  not  written  the  letter,  or 
done  some  other  act  tantamount  to  it,  there 
would  have  been  a  manifest  inconsistency ; 
and,  indeed,  he  would  have  stood  upon 
ground,  in  some  respects,  disadtqntagious. 
There  would,  in  that  case,  not  have  been 
less  out-cry  raised  against  him  than  there 
now  is,  while  there  would  have  been  trad«  • 
ing  politicians  enough  to  throw  out  the  ^ 
threat  of  expulsion;  whereas,  as  things 
now  stand,  no  such  threat  can  be  used. 
And,  indeed,  it  is  this  circumstance ;  it  is 
the  having  reduced  them  to  the  dilejnma 
either  of  recommending  the  tryu^  a  ne:ux 
election  in  Westminster,  or,  of  acknowledging 
thai  it  would  be  unsqfe  to  try  that  experitftent; 
it  is  the  having  reduced  them  to  this  di- 
lemma, which  has  so  enraged  the  writers 
in  favour  of  corruption,  wnich  rage  is  a 
pretty  good  pi^of  of  the  effect  of  the  letter, 
about  which  so  much  has  been  said. 
As  to  the  matter  of  the  leUer,  whatever  it 
may  possess,  in  other  respects,  it  certainly 
contains  nothing  new.  All  the  same  senti- 
ments have  been,  by  the  writer,  expressed 
before,  a  hundred  times  over,  in  the  House 
and  out  of  it.  There  is  in  it  not  one  word 
expressive  of  anarchical  or  democratical 
principles.  It  does,  indeed,  contain  a 
point  bJank  attack  upon  the  House,  as  at 
present  constituted;  but,  is  there  any 
thing  new  in  this?  Has  he  not  before 
said,  that  he  never  would  call  that  House 
the  House  qf  Commons  any  more  ?  Did  he 
not  call  it  a  room  f  And,  did  not  Mr. 
Pitt  give  it,  long  before  the  immortal 
motion  of  Mr.  Madocks,  many  much 
harsher  names  ?  What,  then,  is  there  in 
this  letter  of  a  nature  so  to  stir  men's  gall  t 
Why«  as  I  said  before,  its  ofiensiveneas 
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consists  iti  itfi  firoducing  a  coViyiction  h\ 
the  miii^  of  the  nation,  and  in  conveying 
to  I  he  whok  world  the  acknowledgment, 
that*  though  expelled  by  the  House,  Sfr 
Ffj»niis  would  be  again  instantly  returned 
by  bi«  constituents,  whose  numbers  are  so 
gi*e.itv  ami  whose  good  sense  and  public 
spirit,  and  whose  purity  in  matters  of 
election,  are*so  universally  acknowledged. 
Froiii  motives  of  exactly  the  same  fiort 
springs  thfe  charge  of  having  made  a  foo 
hng  resmmce.  There  was,  the  OUTS  tell 
us,  no  use  in  pushing  resistance  so  far ; 
and,  that  a  mere  proi^  would' hate  been 
smlicient  for  the  purpose  of  **  ^iffg  the 
"  riifkt,**  Trying  the  ri^ht !  What  Use 
was  there  in  that,  in  Sir  Francis's  view  of 
the  matter?  He  had  denied  the  right 
Ale  bad  asserted  the  warrant  to  be  illegal. 
,  What  nonsense  is  it,  then,  Co  talk  at>out 
getting  .a  trial  of  that  right?  Just  as  if 
afny  trial  could  alter  his  oprnion  about  tKfe 
illegality  of  the  warrant !—:— But,  can 
the  WWgs,  who  have,  in  all  sorts  of  places, 
fallen  upon  him,  tooth  and  nail,  upon  this 
occasion ;  can  these  wise  persons  aiscover 
no  otlier  use  in  resistance  than  that  of 
**  trying  the  right  ?"  It  is  very  odd,  but 
it  really  does  not  seem  ever  to  have  oc- 
curred to  them,  wise  men  as  they  seem  to 
be,  that  trying  the  mi^ht,  might  possibly, 
be  thought,   by  Sir  Francis,  to  be  of  full 

as  much  use  as  "  trying  the  right*' 

Aye,  there's  the  rub  I  ITiere's  the  sting! 
By  his  protracted  resistance  he  showed, 
that  the  Honourable  House  stood  in  need 
ff  an  army,  to  enforce  its  orders  against 
him.  liy  this  resistance  he  gave  the 
piiblic  a  practical  illustration  of  what  he 
bad  so  long  been  impressing  upon  them  in 
theory ;  a  lesson  not  to  be  rubbed  out  of 
their  minds  by  any  thin<jthat  can  be  done 
by  any  description  ot  persons—No 
wonder  that  corruption  and  peculation  and 
Would-be  corruption  and  peculation  should 
be  enraged  at  him  !  No  wonder  at  all ! 
Perverse  fellow  !  What,  not  go  quietly  to 
the  Tower ;  not  slip  aw^y  thither  through 
the  bye-lanes  and  alleys  ;  not  steal,  as  it 
were,  into  the  prison,  to  which  the  Ho- 
nou^abie  House  had  ordered  him  to  be 
taken  ;  not  get  off  from  bis  house  in  the 
dark!  What  a  perverse,  what  a  cross- 
graloed,  what  an  unreasonable  man,  not  to 
take  all  the  measures  in  his  power  to  pre- 
vent the  people  from  showing  their  re- 
gard for  him  !  There  are  those,  amongst 
the  Whigs,  who  pretend  to  approve  of  all 
thcit  he  did  up  to  the  ktrricadohtg  of  his 
door*    Aye,  to'  bo  sure,  approve  of  any 


thing  short  of  what  brought  ^  army  ia 
town ;  approve  of  any  thing  short  of  what 
produced  those  proofs,  those  nnequirocftl 
proofs  of  popularity,  bf  public  deVotion  t^ 
him  and  to  his  prihciples  \  approve  of  any 
thing  but  what  produced  the  undenkikk 
pro<^s,  that  the  people  ai^  with  him; 
with  the  man,  whom  upon  all  occsfsions, 
they  have  endeavoured  to  misrepresent 
and  to  blacken  ;  and  whom,  if  he  had 
gone  off  to  the  Tewer  without  this  de- 
gree of  resistance,  they  wooW  have  te- 
presented  in  all  manner  of  contemptible 
lights.  They  would  bate  cracked  theif 
stupid  jokes  Upon  him,  on  all  oceasions ; 
he  wouhl  have  been  the  constant  butt 
of  their  Joe  Miller  jests ;  they  wonW  bate 
turned  ^ound  completely  upon  him,  and 
would  have  lost  no  opportmiity  of  re- 
presenting him  in  a  faHen  state,  in  a  state 
of  humiliation.  This  would,  too,  have 
had  its  effect,  in  distant  parts  of  the  coun* 
try,  and  abroad  ;  but,  as  things  now  are, 
there  is  no  joking ;  nothing  ridicukms  ; 
nothing  out  of  which  any  old  battered 
mountebank  rake  can  hanrmwr  an  at-once 
isierpid  and  spiteful  jest.  No:  all  is  sert« 
ous  now ;  the  circumstances  of  his  impri- 
sonment are  calcuhited  to  excite  fear  rather 
than  fun.  Corruption  does,  indeed,  see 
her  great  enemy  going  to  a  prison  ;  but, 
she,  at  the  same  time  sees,  that  it  is  neces-' 
sary  to  call  forth  an  Army  to  take  him 
thither.  She  Would  have  chuckled  indeed, 
could  she  have  seen  him  hurried  along, 
like  a  shop-lifter,  between  two  constables; 
birt,  the  army  !  oh,  the  army  to  con- 
duct him  !  Horse,  foot,  and  artiHery ! 
''Down!"  die  cries,  with  Macbetfi, 
"  down !    down  !    damned    sight  !    thtm 

*'  sear'st  mine  eye-balJs  !" ^This  is  th« 

sting  in  the  bosom  of  corruption;  and, 
without   the   protracted    resistance,    this 

sting  could  not  haVe  been  inflated. 

Where,  I  should  be  g^ad  to  know,  are  we 
to  look,  aftiong  the  enemies  of  8ir  Francil 
Burdett,  for  an  example  of  what  they  now 
preach  up  ^  fitfor  Aurose  ?  Whenbarcwe 
ever  seen  any  oXthem  shun  oecasions  of  i^* 
ceiving  marks  of  popular  applause?  Ontfae 
contrary,  hate  we  not  seen  them  courting 
that  applause  in  the  most  sh^mieless  nran- 
ner?  There  are,  perhaps,  not  a  few  of 
them,  who  have  even  gone  90  f ar  sts  fty 
drotv  up,  with  their  attm  hands,  Fbce» 
<tf  Thanks  to  themselves,  and  bare  guc 
them  passed  at  countynteetiugs  wA 
other  assemblies.  Besides,  w^e  is 
that  man  ttmongst  us,  who,  at  the  c!oS6 
of   a   series  of  tftudwUi  <qcfa  as  Set' 
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Ffscnci«  Bafdctt  hsid  received,  wjw  or- 
dered to  a  prison;  where  is  the  man 
amongst  as;  vrhere  is  the  man  in  the 
trorld,  who,  ander  such  circumstances, 
trould  shun  the  applause  of  his  friends, 
merely  because  the  expression  of  that 
applause  would  be  Inortifying  and  em- 
barrassing to  his  enemies  ? After  all, 

however,  the  end,  which  Sir  Francis  had 
principally  in  view,  in  this  hrs  protracted 
resistance,  must  have  been  that  of  shewing 
to  the  nation  and  to  the  world,  that  for 
the  Honourable  House  to  be  able  to  pot 
hrm  m  prison,  it  teas  necessary  to  call  in  an 
Anwy.  This  fact ;  this  fact,  which  speaks 
«o  pbinly  for  itself  that  it  needs  no  com- 
ment ;  this  fact,  which  so  clearly  demon- 
strates to  the  whole  world  what  some  peo- 
ple,before  doubted  or  affected  to  doubt; 
this  fact,  which  is  all  eloquence,  and 
speaks  in  a  voice  much  louder  than  that 
of  the  cannons  at  the  Tower;  this  fact, 
so  necessary  to  be  known,  has,  to  every 
human  creature  in  the  kingdom,  been 
made  known,  and  well  known  too,  by  the 
so-moch-censured  -protracted  resistance. 

Impudence,  we  would  have  thought, 
mij^ht  have  been  contented  with  the  fore- 
gomg  charges.  One  Would  have  thought, 
that  even  the  hardihood  acquired  in  the 
practice  of  the  law,  unchecked  by  any 
spark  of  native  modesty,  might  have  been 
thus  satisfied.  One  would  have  supposed, 
that,  however  brazen  the  from  or  callous 
the  heart,  and  however  profligate  the 
"companions  of  a  man,  it  would  still  hay e 
been  impossible  to  find,  even  in  such  a 
man,  impudence  sufficient  to  assert  (as 
<me  or  two  writers  have  done)  that  the 
•  tntdencei  which  have  been  committed  are 
chargeable  on  Sir  Francis  Burdeit,  and  that 
the  blood  tvhich  has  been  spilt  is  Upon  Ms  head. 
Why  not  charge  him,  at  once,  with  being 
the  author  of  Mr.  Lethbridge's  motion  ? 
Why  not  charge  him,  with  having  caused 
poor  Gafe  Jones  to  be  committed  ?  Why 
Aot  charge  him  with  causing  Mr.  Yorke 
tb  tftut  up  the  Gallery  ?  In  short,  why 
not  charge  him,  at  once,  with  tho  Wai- 
^her^n  Expedition  >  Surely  nothing  ever 
was  so  impudent  as  this ;  nothing,  surely, 
ever  discovered  so  complete  a  contempt 
for  the  sense  and  discernment  of  the  pub- 
Kc.  The  public,  however,  are  not  to  be 
9b  deceived.  The  public  are  not  to  be 
brow-beaten  out  of  theh-  senses.  The 
public  weH  know,  that  iSir  Francis  Btirdett 
has  killed  nobody ;  ihat  neither  he  nor 
hiis  sorv^ants  have  maio^ed  or  lacerated  any 
body ;  iii^  th^y  traf«  iusulfed  j$6body ; 
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and,  that  they  have  been  the  cause  of 
none  of  the  evils  and  disgraces  that  have 

taken  place. One,  mone.impudent  than 

the  rest  of  these  accusers,  charges  Sir 
Francis  with  having  hoisted  the  standard  <^ 
inmrrectian.  Where,  in  the  first  place,  let 
me  ask,  has  any  symptoms  of  insurrection 
appeared  ?  Where  ?  In  what  part;  and  in 
what  act  f  In  the  breaking  of  windows^ 
When  my  windows  were  broken,  and  my 
doors  dashed  in,  at  the  Peace  of  Amiens, 
there  was  no  talk  of  vuurrection;  and, 
when  one  of  the  actors,  who  was  a  Clerk 
in  the  Post-Office,  was  brought  to  trial,  he 
produced,  in  order -to  obtain  mitigation  of 
punishment,  a  letter  fr6m  Lord  Auckland, 
then  one  of  the  ministry.  When  the 
drenched  Jubilee  mob  broke  the  windows 
of  ihv  firiend  ]V|r.  *  Bosville,  it  Was  not 
caltedf  a  symptom  of  (nsHtrection.  In  both 
these  cases  the  assemblage  was  a  drenched 
mob ;  but,  not  a  word  did  we  ever  hear 

about  insurrection^ ^But,  what  had  Sir 

Francis  Burdett  to  do  with  the  window- 
bre^aking  ?  He  was  shut  up  in  his  house. 
Let,  then«  his  accusers  find  out  someproqf 
of  his  having  instigated  to  these  tumult* 
uous  proceedings,  or  let  them  stand  con- 
victed of  the  most  base  calumny .-^-^ 
Whose  windows  did  Che  people  assail  f 
Those  of  Lord  CastUret^h,  Lord  Welksiof, 
Lord  Chatham.  And  why  should  ^r 
Francis  Burdett  wish  them  to  select  these 
persons  ?  The  windows  of  Mr.  Yorke  and 
his  friend  Mr.  Leihbridge  wi^re,  indeed, 
also  attacked ;  but,  the  whole  proceeding 
proves,  that  it  was  a  sort  of  .involuntary 
movement  of  the  people,  who  bad,  as  far 
as  setting  on  upon  the  ministry  weh't,  re- 
ceived a  much  greater  impulse  from  the 
Whi^s  than  from  any  body  else,  they 
having  represented  the  ministry  in  such 

an  odious  and  detestable  liffht. ^As  Ui 

Sir  Francis  Burdett,  he  made  no  speeches 
to  the  people;   he  addressed  no  letters  or 

Paragraphs  to  them;  nor  did  ariv  of  hxi 
lends  make  either  speeches  or  adriresses 
in  his  behalf;  there  were  no  placards,  nor 
Were  there  any  words  or  letrers  Written 
on  the  walls,  tending  to  stir  tbe  people  up 
to  acts  of  revenge ;  and  (which  is  to  be  well 
marked)  fr6m  the  beginning  to  the  rind, 
there  has  been,  neither  in  Sir  Francis^i 
language,  nor  in  that  of  any  of  his  friendsy 
nor  in  that  of  the  people,  one  single 
sytlaLle^  heard,  which  could  possibly  oe 
tortured  into  a  meaning  hostile  to  the 
king,  or  the  hngfy  government,  or  to  tiie 
kingly  authotitjf,  in  any  shape,  or  in  any 
de^^.    Oh  what,  then,  ^o  these  afccusers 
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ground  their  chiurge  of''  raising  the  stand* 
**  ard  of  insurrection  ?"  On  what  fact  do 
they  ground  this  charge  ?  Insurrection 
against  tchom?  Against  what  f  Why, 
against  Corruption:  against  BoroughmonR-< 
ering;  against  Seat-Selling;  against  Puh* 
Itc-Kobbery.  Against  these,  indeed.  Sir 
Francis  Burdelt  has  constantly  raised 
the  standard  of  mental  Insurrection ; 
against  these  he  will  still,  I  trust,  continue 
to  raise  that  standard,  until  they  shall  have 
been  fairly  subdued.  But,  what  had  he 
to  do  with  the  violences  committed  at  the 
bouses  above  named  ?  He  might  as  well 
be  accused  of  the  issuing  of  the  Speaker's 
Warrant.  It  is  said,  that,  \f  he  had  not 
protracted  his  resistance,  the  people  would 
not  have  broken  any  windows ;  but,  there 
was  a  still  more  certain  way  of  avoiding 
the  danger ;  and,  wiiat,  I  pray,  should 
prevent  §'it  Francis  from  saying :  if  the 
Speakp'  had  not  issued  his  warrant,  there 
would  have  been  no  resistance,  and,  of 
course,  no  acts  pf  popular  violence,  sup- 
posing those  acts  to  have  been  produced 
by  the  resistance.— —I  have  seen  it  com- 
plained of  by  one  stupid  writer,  that  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  showed  but  litth  lave  qflir 
berty  by  keeping  a  tyrannical  assemblage 
hefore  his  door,  compelling  every  one  that 
]^sed,  to  pull  off  his  bat  in  honour  of 

their    favourite    representaUve. Now, 

in  the  first  place,  though  I  dislike  a  tyran- 
nical assemblage  full  as  much  i»  this  stupid 
writer,  and  though  I  would  almost  as  lief 
have  my  soul  ground  out  of  my  body  as 
to  puU  my  hat  off,  or  shew  any  marie  of 
respect,  at  the  command  of  such  an  assem- 
blage, stilly  I  must  sav,  that  the  token  of 
honour  being  demanded  for  another,  and 
not  for  themselves,  would  have  rendered  the 
mandiltes  of  this  assemblage  much  more 

palatable  to    me. One   cannot   help 

smiling  at  the  ang^r  of  this  Whig  writer, 
who,  after  all  manner  of  efforts,  to  misre- 
present, circumvent,  and  blacken  the  cha- 
racter of  Sir  Francis,  felt  himself  under 
the  necessity  either  of  going  a  mile  or  two 
round,  or  oi  pulling  etf  his  hat  in  honour 
of  the  man,  whom  he  wished  to  see  de- 
stroyed in  the  public  opinion;  aye,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  very  persons,  who  com- 
pelled him  to  take  his  circuitous  route,  or  to 

pull  off  his  hat ! Tyrannical,  however, 

as  this  was,  what  had  Sir  Francis  to  do 
with  it  ?  He  issued  no  such  orders,  or  ad- 
Tice,  to  the  assemblage  in  the  street. 
The  Honourable  House  had  ordered  him 
to  be  seized  and  put  into  a  prison.  He 
was'  endeavottring  to  resist  what  be  deemed 


an  t4legal  warrant.  The  p^ple  oCWest- 
minster  appear  to  have  thought  him  rights 
They  showed  tlieir  respect  for  him,  and 
their  dislike  of  his  enemies.  And,  was 
he  to  blame  for  this  ?  Was  he  to  blame  if 
the  people  became  rude  and  violent  ?  — - 
There  is  something  exceedingly  impudent 
in  the  preferring  of  this  charge ;  yet,  it 
is  not  without  its  solid  reason.  Many 
persons  have  been  killed  and  xoovnded  by 
the  soldiers ;  since  the  vote  for  sending  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  to  the  Tower,  and  since 
the  issuing  of  the  Speaker's  Warrant, 
many  persons  have  been  kilkd  and  wottnded 
by  the  soldiers ;  n^ny  persons '  have  been 
cut  and  hacked;  many  parents,  children, 
relations,  friends,  and  neighbours  have 
been  filled  with  grief,  accompanied,  in  all 
probability,  with  feelings  of  another  sort. 
This  is  well  known  ;  and,  therefore  it  is 
not  siirprising,  that  the  well-known  ene- 
mies of  Sir  Franc'is  Burdett,  that  all  the 
writers,  who,  at  all  events,  never  fail  to 
support  Corruption  and  Peculation ;  it  is 
not  at  all  surprising^  that  these  persons 
should  all  join  in  their  endeavours  to  make 
the  people  believe,  that  all  the  cuttings 
and  hackings  and  bruisinrgs  and  killings 
tvere  occasioned  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 
This  is  not  at  all  surprising ;  but,  it  would 
be  very  surprising  indeed,  if  the  people 
did  believe  it ;  and,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
that  there  is  not  a  soul  of  them,  who  does 
not  treat  the  accusation  with  the  scorn 
that  it  deserves.  What !  was  it,  then. 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  who  ordered  out  the 
Horse  Guards  ?.  Was  it  he,  who  caused 
them  to  shoot  people  and  to  chop  them  ? 
The  people  were  killed  and  wounded  at  a 
distance  fh>m  his  house ;  his  servants  were 
engaged  in  no  affray ;  he  did  nothing  to 
stimulate  men  to  shooter  to  chop  :  he  had, 
in  fact,  nothing  at  ^11  to  do  with  the  mdt- 
tef  ;  and,  unless  it  be  blameable  in  a  man 
to  be  confided  in  and  beloved  by  the  peo- 
ple ;  not  the  smallest  particle  of  blame  at- 
taches to  him  for  any  of  the,  violences  that 
have  been  committed  or  any  of  the  blood 
that  has  been  spilt. — 1  shall  not  imitate  the 
writers  upon  whose  conduct  I  am  com- 
menting :  I  shall  not  point  out  any  person 
or  persons,  as  having  the  blood  of  the 
killed  upon  their  head  :  I  shall  leave  that 
matter  to  the  goed  sense  and  the  justice  of 
my  readers ;  but,  I  cannot  help  exhorting 
such  of  the  people  as  my  Register  vfiny. 
reach,  to  reflect-well  before  they  fix  upon 
the  objects  of  their  blame,  in  this  respect. 
Soldiers  are  but  mere  machines  ;'  they  art 
bound  to  inlplicit  obedience  i  a  remal  t* 
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obey  is  matiny ;  mutiny  is  punished  with 
(kath:  The  people  should,  upon  such  oc- 
casioos,  therefore,  bear  this  io  their  minds ; 
.  and  should,  besides,  consider,  that  men  in 
red  coats  have  feelings  as  well  as  other 
m^n,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  bear  with- 
out resentment  the  scoffings  and  peltings 
of  the  people,  whom,  in  fact,  they  have 
done  nothing  to  offend.  The  people 
should  bear  m  mind,  that  the  soldiers  are 
their  cfwn  countrymen  ;  that  they  have,  in 
reality,  all  the  same  interests,  as  to  pub- 
lic Matters,  that  the  people  have ;  that 
they  are  their  sons  and  their  brothers  and 
their  nephews;  and,  that  though  there 
Biay  he,  and  doubtless  are,  persons  who 
may,  upon  some  occasions,  endeavour 
to  persuade  the  Soldiers^  that  they 
liave  aa  interest  separate  and  different 
from  that  of  the  people,  the  fact  is  not 
so  ;  for  that  all  of  us,  whether  clad 
in  red  coats  or  in  brown  coats,  must,  in 
the  enjd,  be  equally  aflfected  by  every 
public  measure.^- — Before  I  dismiss  this 
part  of  the  subject,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
ofierine  a  remark  or  two  upon  the  attack- 
vtg  qf  houses,  and  the^^nis^  at  and  wounding 
people  employed  by  the  cioU  tm^istrates,  as  is 
set  forth  in  the  kins^s  Proclamation  of  the 
10th  of  this  month  ^.    Till  I  saw  this  pro- 

*  By  the  King. — ^A  Proclamation. 
George  R. — ^Whereas  a  great  number 
of  disorderly  persons  have,  during  the  four 
last  days,  assembled  themselves  together 
in  a  riotous  and  tumuHnous  manner,  and 
harci  been  guilty  of  many  acts  of  outrage, 
having  attacked  the  ftouses  qf  many  of  our 
i^pd  sw^ects  in  several  parts  of  our  city  of 
Westminster,  and  having  fired  at  and 
wounded  several  qf  our  sidffects  enq>loyed  by 
the  doU  Magistrates  in  keeping  our  peace, 
imd  in  preventing  such  unlawful  proceed- 
ings :  We,  therefore,  taking  the  same  into 
our  most  serious  consideration,  and  being 
fully  determined  on  our  part  to  use  all 
means  in  our  power  to  protect  the  lives 
and  properties  of  our  loyal  subjects,  to 
preserve  the- public  peace,  and  to  bring  to 
condign  punishmefiit  the  authors  of  such 
violences,  have  thought  fit,  by  and  with 
the  advice  df  our  Privy  Council,  to  issue 
this  our  Royal  Proclamation,  and  thereby 
strictly  to  charge  and  exhort  aH  our  loyal 
subjects  to -give  their  assistance  in  dis- 
countenancing and  suppressing  all  illegal 
outrages  and  assemblies,  and  to  give  all 
information' to  our  Magistrates,  by  which 
the  disturbers  of  our  peace  may  be  brought 
to  punisbmexit :  And  we  do  hereby  enjoin 


clamation,  I  had  never  hevd  o^^ny  firing 
at  any  persons,  by  any  body,  except  the 
firing  by  the  soldiers;  nor  have  I  yet  heard 
of  but  two  cases  of  such  firing,  though  I 
have  been  in  town  ever  since  Monday  at 
three  o'clock,  and  have  made  very  dili- 
gent inquiry  into  the  matter.  The  first  of 
these  cases  is  that  of  a  man,  who  is  said 
to  h^ve  fired  at  a  Thief^Taker  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Covent  Garden,  and 
who,  as  the  news-papers  state,  is  a 
Surgeon  from  Edirdmrghf  I  hope  **  the 
Philosophers"  are  not  sending  up  their 
pupils  to  get  us  into  their  crucible  ^ 
At    any  rate,  if  this   accbunt   be   true, 

here  is  nothing  very  alarming. The 

other  case  is  that  of  an  Officer  of ,  the 
Guards,  when  upon  guard  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Honourable  House,  liv- 
ing been  shot  at  by  some  person  unknown, 
at  midnight  last  Monday. — ^— For  the  ap- 
prehending of  those  who  may  bare  been 
guilty  of  this  offence,  there  is  a  separate 
advertisement  published  by  the  Secretary 

and  require  all  Justices  of  the  Peace,  She- 
riffs, Mayors,  Bailifls,  Constables,  and  all 
other  our  loving  subjects^  to  be  aiding 
and  assisting  to  the  Utmost  of  their  power 
in  suppressing  such  illegal  and  tumultuous 
assemblies,  and  in  detecting,  apprehend- 
ing, and  bringing  to  justice  tne  persons 
concerned  in  assembling  or  instigating 
the  same,  and  guilty  of  any  of  the  vio- 
lences abote-mentioned.  And  for  the 
better-  detection  of  the  persons  who  were 
concerned  in  firing  at  and  wounding  our 
said  subjects  employed  by  the  Civil  Ma- 
gistrates in  keeping  our  peace,  and  in 
preventing  such  unlawful  proceedings : 
We  are  graciously  pleased  to  promise, 
that  if  anyqperson  shall  discover  any  other 
person  or  persons  who,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, was  or  were  concerned  in  firing  at 
and  wounding  any  of  our  subjects  as  afore- 
said, so  as  that  the  person  or  persons  dis- 
covered may  be  prosecuted  for  ihe  same, 
such  discoverer  shall  have  and  receive,  as 
a  reward,  upon  conviction  of  such  offender 
or  offenders,  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred 
Pounds,  and  also  our  gracious  Pardon  for 
the  s&id  offence,  in  case  the  person  making 
such  discoTery  shall  himself  be  liable  to 
be  prosecutedf  for  the  same,  and  shall  not 
be  one  of  the  persons  who  actually  fired 
at,  or  wounded)  any  of  our  loving  subjects 
as  aforesaid. — Given  at  our  Court  at  the 
Queen's  Palace,  this  10th  day  of  April, 
UIO,  in  the  Fiftieth  year  of  our  Rei^p* 
God  Sate  jhb  Kino. 
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of  State,^  add^  I  have  no  scruple  to  Miy, 
that  I  most  sincerely  wish  thai  the  man, 
be  he  who  he  ityay,  who  mudt  ilie  hole  through 
dih  qficer^s  hat,  may  be  swung  upoa  a 
gibbet;  but,  whik  I  say  this,  I  vould 
venture  my  life  upon  the  point,  that,  if 
the  ploituig  miscreant  could  be  discovered 
he  would  be  found  to  be  one  uf  the  bitierest 
e»emie$  of  th»  cause  of  the  People,  of  the 
cause  of  Reform,  that  Reform,  which, 
root  and  branch,  wonld  cut  up  Corruption 
and  Public-Robbery* There  is  some- 
thing rather  mysterious  about  this  last- 
mentioned  shooting.  I  know  the  spot 
well  where  it  is  described  as  having 
taken  place;  and,  no  man  should  have 
shot  €U  me  in  the  relative  situation  des- 
cribedi  without  my  ascertaining'  some- 
thing about  the  snooter.— — At  any 
rate,  as  it  is  manifest  that  the  cause,  in 
which  Sir  Francis  Burdiptt  is  engaged, 
must  ^uifer  from  any  act  of  this  son 
being  committed  by  any  one  zealous 
in  that  cause,  Sir  Francis  must  necessari- 
fy  deprecate  all  such  acts,  and  nothing 
short  of  the  proof  shall  make  me 
believe,  that  any  friend  of  Reform ;  that 
any  friend  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett ;  that 
any  one,  who  has  ever  been  numbered 
amongst  the  friends  of  public  liberty,  has 
been  guilty  of  such  an  act.    The  enemies 

IVhitehaH  Aprit  \%  1810. 
Whebe/^s  it  has  been  humbly  repre- 
sented to  the  king,  that  about  t>velve 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  Monday  last,  as 
Ensign  John  Steplien  Cowell,  of  the 
Coldstream  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards, 
who  was  on  duty  in  Old  Palace-yard, 
Westminster^  Was  proceeding  from  thence 
to  the  Horse  Guards  for  orders,  when 
he  got  about  half-^way  between  the  pas* 
sage  near  St.  Market's  Church  and  the 
and  of  the  railing,  heard  the  report  of  a 
gun  or  pistol  very  near  him,  of  which  he 
saw  the  flash ;  in  consequence  of  which 
his  hat  went  off,  and  he  found  upon  exa- 
mination that  a  ball  had  passed  through  his 
kai.  And  whereas  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  sach  gun  or  pistol  was  wil- 
fully and  maliciously  £red  by  some  evil 
disposed  person.  His  Majesty^  for  the  bet* 
ier  apprehending  and  brlr»ging  to  justice 
the  person  who  fired  such  gun  or  pistol, 
is  hereby  pleased  to  oiler  a  reward  of 
five  hundred  pounds  to  any  ope  who  shall 
discover  and  apprehend  the  said  ofi&nder, 
to  be  paid  on  conviotion  by  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Ma- 
jesty'fTr^aaary* — »  ■     >  R.  Ryder. 


of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  choose  to  lay  all 
these  acts  at  his  door ;  but,  let  the  public 
bear  in  mind  these  two  i^ts:  that,  it  is 
his  interest  that  no  such  acts  should  be 
committed ;  and  it  is  the  interest  of  his 
enemies  that  such  acts  should  be  co»- 
miued. — ^By  way  of  conclusion  to  this 
part  of  the  subject,  I  beg  the  reader  to 
observe,  that  sEvaaAL  shootings  ajA^  vscsmd^ 
ings  too,  are  mentioned  in  the  king's  pro^ 
clamation ;  and,  1  think,  he  will  be  of 
opinion*  with  me,  that  we  should  bear 
this  in  mind,  and  endeavour  to  find  out, 
by-and-by,  wfto  those  persons  are  that  have 
been  shot  at  and  wounded,  besides  those 
who  have  been  shot  at  and  chopped  by  the 
soldiers.  This  is  of  the  last  importance. 
The  king  commands  us  all  to  endeavour  to 
ascertain  wltothe  sltootersxoere ;  and,  though 
we  may  not  be  able  to  succeed  in  this,  we 
sliall,  if  they  are  ever  to  be  found,  easily 
find  out,  who  are  the  persons  that  have 
been  shot  at,  and  wounded,  ather  than 
those  who  have  been  shot  at  and  wounded 
by  the  soldiers. 

That  description  of  political  writers* 
who  are  called  Whigs,  have,  upon  thia 
occasion,  acted  a  part  truly  wortiiy  of 
themselves.  '^^^Y  ^^^>  ^^  ^^^  claw^ 
upon  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  vow  that 
they  will,  one  and  all,  rally  round  Uts 
Majesty's  Government.  Some  of  them, 
indeed,  affect  to  make  a  distinction,  and 
to  say,  that  they  will  rally  round  the  Ho* 
fiourable  House,  Just  as  if  the  Honourable 
Hous^,  who  (it  must  afford  the  natioi^ 
great  satisfaction  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  fact)  has  an  army  to  defend  it  by  land, 
and  a  squadron  qf  armed  boats  to  df»end  it 
by  water !  stood  in  need  of  any  assistance 
from  these  miserable  turn-coat  writers! 
What !  iwhile  the  troops,  horse  and  foo^ 
and  artillery,  are  stationed  in  such  nam* 
hers  in  and  about  Wettminsier,  audi  while 
a  squadron  of  armed  boats  lies  at  axichca 
in  the  Thames,  ready  to  defend  the  Hoosa 
on  the  sea  side,  shall  a  parcel  of  sneaking 
Whig  writers  have  the  audacity  to  talk  as 
if  the  House  stood  in  need  of  their  **  nd* 
^ing  round  it  V*  No :  the  House  standi 
m  need  of  none  of  their  asststance.  It 
is  (I  most  sincerely  thank  God  lor  it) 
safely  defendec^  both  by  land  and  water* 
— *Well,  then,  it  is  the  Goverwmesit^ 
round  which  these  Whigs  mean  ta 
rally?  That  is  to  say  &e  Ministry; 
fi>r,  as  to  the  Kmg^  Sir  Francis  BordeU 
resisted  ii^  the  king's  name^  and  ia 
that  name  he  will  stul  demand  jmtice; 
for  he  is  not  to  be  abuKd  iota  the  belief. 
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that  he  is  the  i»f  wring  and  not  the  wjured 

party. What,  then,  wHl  these  shabba* 

reon  Whig  writers,  rally  roand  the  Jf»- 
^mtHy!  Meanness  unparalleled!  Rally 
round  those;  wh<nn,  but  the  other  day, 
they  called  ut>on  the  naiion  to  condemn  ! 
Rally  round  those,  whom  to  support  Uiey 
declared  would  be  a  proof  of  the  parlia- 
inent's  being  a  terrible  national  scourge  ! 
What,  rally  round  the  authors  of  the  Wal- 
cheren  fispedition !  Rally  round  those, 
whom  they  have  loaded  with  every  op- 
probrious epithet  and  term ;  and,,  whom 
one  of  them  has  denominated  **  the  Dt- 
^*fnon  qf  England!''  R^ly  round  the 
"  Demon  of  England"  will  you !  Aye,  let 
them  ;  and  let  them,  if  they  can,  persuade 

the  people  io  follow  at  their  heels. It 

if,  as  the  reader  will  recollect,  scarcely  a 
week,  since  these  Whig  writers  were  using 
thahr  utmost  endeavours  to  rouse  the 
counties  and  greai  cities,  to  do  what  ?  why, 
te  petition  the  parliament  for  a  turning  out 
qf  tke  nrnistry,  that  is  to  say,  to  use  means 
most  unconstitutional,  in  order  \o  force  the 
king  to  dismiss  his  servants.  The  House 
Jiad  decided  the  question  of  Walcheren, 
and  the  Whigs  appeaifrom  the  House  to  the 
people.  That  was  for  the  purpose  of  turn- 
ing out  their  opponent  party :  that  was  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  into  power.  Now 
they  condemn  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  not  for 
appeal ins^  to  the  people  (for  he  has  made 
no  appeal  at  all)  but  for  so  acting  as  to 
gain  the  approbation  of  the  people,  in  op- 
position to  a  Vote  of  the  House.  For  this 
crhne;  for  this  would  they  tear  him  to 
pieces;  for  this  cause  have  they  recourse 
to  all  manner  of  base  insinuations  against 
him;  and,  €U  the  very  moment  xclten  they, 
underhanded,  are  at  xvork  to  stir  up  the 
tontiUies  and  great  towns  against  the  minis- 
ters, they,  in  order  to  give  weight  to  their 
revenge  against  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
4eclare  that  they  will  rally  round  those 
▼cry  Ministers  ? 

I  had  more  to  say,  but  my  remaining 
spaee  is  small ;  and  I  wish  in  conclusion > 
to  address  a  few  words  to  the  friends  of 
Reform. 1  would  exhort  them  to  mo- 
deration and  patience.  The  violent  pro- 
ceedings of  our  enemies  ;  all  their  calum* 
nies,  all  their  abuse,  all  their  attempts  to 
▼iliiy  us,  will  not  do  so  much  injury  as 
mnytme  act  of  our  own,  which  shall  be- 
ipeak  violence  or  impatience.  We  need 
be  neither  violent  nor  impatient.  Violence 
generally  proceeds  from  consciousness  of 


a  had  cause  ;  and  impatience  from  doubt  <^ 
Jinalsttccess,  Veitber  of  these  do  we  feel. 
Our  cause  i$  good  ;  and,  if  we  give  it  timet 
its  success  is  certain.  We  stand  in  need 
of  no  artificial  means  of  forcing  it  for- 
ward; none  of  those  political  hot-beds, 
called  Clubs  and  Societies,  which  never 
did  yet,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  prodivre 
good  and  wholesome  and  lasting  fruit, 
great  as  have  been  the  talents  and  good 
as  may  have  been  the  intentions  ^fn^any 
of  iheir  members.  We  want  no  cabals ; 
nojuntoes;  nothing  secret.  Open  appeal* 
to  the  plain  good  sense ;  to  the  innate 
love  of  freedom  in  the  breasts  of  English- 
men ;  to  their  honesty  and  their  love  of 

country ;   these  are  alt  that  wc  want . 

What  do  we  ask  for  ?  Nothing  more  than 
Lord  Chatham  said  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  prevent  our  becoming  the  vilest 
slaves  in  existence ;  nothing  more  than 
what  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr  Fox,  and  Mr. 
Grey,  have  all  said  was  necessary  to 
save  this  nation  from  utter  ruin.  They 
have  all  said,  that,  without  Reform,  ruin 
must  come  upon  us.  Is  the  hour  of 
that  ruin  at  hand,  or  is  it  not  ?  Well 
then,  are  we  to  be  called  insurgents  and 
rebels  because  we  ask  for  this  Reform  ? 
One  party  told  us,  not  many  days  ago,  that 
the  other  party  was  every  thing  that  was 
execrable,  and  that  if  they  were  not  pu- 
nished the  Honourable  House  was  what  t 
will  not  describe.  Well :  what  did  the 
Honourable  House  ?  Why,  did  not  even 
censure ;  nay,  approved,  gave  their  appro- 
bation to  what  the  first  party  solemnly  de- 
clared must  be  visited  with  punisbnent. 
Yet,  now  we  see  that  same  first  party, 
rallying  round  the  latter  in  order  to  defend 
it,  and  that  both  may  be  defended  against 
the  friends  qf  Rrform! — .—The  case  is  so 
plain,  that  there  can  be  no  misunderstand- 
ing about  it.  All  the  world  must  clearly 
comprehend  it..  Time,  and  every  moment 
of  lime,  and  every  circumstance  in  our  na- 
tional situation,  and  every  event  that  hap- 
pens or  that  is  to  be  expected ;  all  work 
in  favour  of  a  constitutional  Reform ;  and, 
in  spite  of  all  that  selfishness,  which  seems, 
at  present,  so  resolutely  bent  upon  defeat- 
ing our  views,  we  shall,  if  we  steadily  per- 
severe, overcome  every  difficulty,  and,  1 
trust,  convince  even  our  present  opponent^ 
that  all  our  labours  tend  to  restore  and  to 
preserve,  and  not  to  destroy. 

W-.  COBBETT. 
Watndntter,  \%th  April,  1810. 
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COBBETT^S 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Fifteenth  Volume  of  the  above 
Work  is  in  the  Press,  and  will  be  publish- 
ed with  all  proper  dispatch.  All  Com- 
munications will  be  carefully  attended  to ; 
but  it  is  particularly  requested  that  they 
may  be  forwarded  as  early  as  possible. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Notes  (^tht  Trfnch  Official  Paper^  the  Mo- 
iiiT£UR,  071  'ihc  Kino    of  England's 
Speech,  at  the  opening  qf  the  Parliament' 
(Continued  from  page  320.) 

(Speech.) — ^'Whatever  temporary  and 
*'  partial  inconvenience  may  have  resulted 
"  from  the  measures  which  were  directed 
*'  by  France  against  those  great  sources  of 
"  our  prosperity  and  strength,  those  mea- 
"  sures  have  wholly  failed  of  producing 
"  any  permament  or  general  effect." 

(Monitew.)'^YoKk  acknowledge  that  the 
measures  directed  by  France  against  the 
main  sources  of  your  prosperity  nave  pro- 
duced some  effect,  but  only  a  temporary 
effect.  We  shall  point  out  the  reason  why 
that  effect  has  only  been  momentary,  and 
indicate  the  rcipedy.  The  affairs  of  Spain 
have  opened  to  you  many  ports  of  that 
kingdom ;  they  shall  be  shut  against  you. 
— ^Trieste  was  for  you  a  place  of  immense 
trade  ;  it  is  now  for  ever  shut  against  you. 
Holland,  above  all,  obstructed  the  result 
of  measures,  which  derive  their  force  from 
the  uniformity  of  execution ;  she  has,  be- 
trayed the  common  cause;  she  has  re- 
ceived your  goods  under  an  American  flag, 
disowned  by  the  United  States  themselves, 
or  any  other  cloak ;  but  she  shall  not  re- 
ceive them  any  longer.  Your  Orders  in 
Council  of  1 807,  render  it  necesary,  that 
the  coast  and  ports  of  Holland  be  occupied 
by  French  troops,  and  that  shall  be  done. 
And,  as  one  of  the  results  of  the  first  and 
second  coalition  was  the  extension  of  the 
coast  of  France  to  the  Scheldt,  the  result 
of  your  Orders  in  Council  of  ,1807.  will 
be  this,  to  extend  the  coast  of  France  to 
the  Elbe.  The  inconvcnieucics  which 
you  have  hitherto  experienced  in  a  mo- 
mentary manner,  you  shall  henceforth 
cbostantly  experience,  and  in  a  maimer 
more  severe.  It  must  be  confessed,  that 
the  exertiont  required  by  the  continental 


^nvar,  have  caused  many  springs  to  be  re* 
■laxed.  The  peace  of  the  Continent,  secu- 
red by  the  union  of  two  great  empires, 
and  the  adhesion  of  Prussia,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  Austria,  to  the  same  system 
will  impart  fresh  vigour  to  all  the  measures 
and  deprive  you  of  every  means  to  trade 
with  Europe. 

You  pretend  to  impose  new  taxes,  in 
order  to  subsidize  your  allies,  but  we  are 
not  the  dupes  of  your  allegations.  When 
you  Uy  on  new  taxes,  it  is  merely  to 
cover  your  deficit.  Your  finances  are  aa 
abyss,  of  which  an  enlightened  mind  only 
sees  the  depth.  You  endeavour  to  de- 
ceive yourselves  and  to  deceive  others; 
the  truth  will  appear,  when  the  bankruptcy 
shall  become  general,  and  the  paper- 
surface,  which  covers  the  abyss,  be  borne 
down. 

(^jpeecA.)— "  The  inveterate  hostility  of 
"  the  Enemy  continues  to  be  directed 
"  against  this  country  with  unabated  ani« 
"  mosity  and  violence,  &c." 

(Moniteur.) — But  what  then  is  the  proof 
of  this  inveterate  animosity  of  your  enemy? 
Did  not  the  two  greatest  Monarchs  in  the 
world  concur  at  Erfurt  to  ofier  you  peace  ? 
Still  qfH>re  lately  have  you  ftot  refused  to 
enter  into  negotiation,  and  send  agents  to 
Morlaix  to  treat  for  an  exchange  of  pri- 
soners of  war }  The  proposal  was  made  to 
you  according  to  your  own  insinuations, 
but  you  eluded  it  when  presented  officially, 
from  fear  it  should  lead  to  an  accommoda- 
tion. The  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the 
Emperor  of  France  desire  peace,  because 
they  are  great  and  powerful,  by  the  ex- 
tent and  natural  riches  of  their  territory. 
England  on  the  contrary,  desires  it  not; 
because  she  wishes  to  subject  the  commerce 
of  all  nations  to  an  impost  regulated  by  the 
tarif  of  her  Parliament,  to  oblige  all  ships, 
under  whatsoever  colours,  to  come  tp 
London,  and  to  arrogate.the  right  of  laying 
a  tax  on  the  consumption  of  the  whol|B 
world  !  Iiet  the  g*»od  genius  of  England  at 
length  open  your  eyes.  Renounce  these 
pretensions  which  you  cannot  maintain* 
which  will  cause  the  Continent  to  suffer, 
but  which  will  end  in  your  ruin !  Restore 
^oor  maritime  law  to  its  footing  of  six 
years  ago.  Repeal  those  fatal  Orders  of 
Council  which  no  power  oan  ever  lecog- 
nise;  for  the  Ru^ians,  the  French,  and 
the  Americans,  will  sooner  recognise  your 
King  as  King  of  Petersburgh  and  Mot- 
cow,  of  Paris,  of  Venice  and  of  Rome,  of 
Boston  anjd  of  Baltimore,  than  submit  to 
the  Orders  of  Council,  which  s^e  nothing 
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lets  than  a  proclamation  of  oniversal  lOTe- 
reignty. 

Never  was  such  a  speech  delirered  from 
the  throne  of  England  ;  and  those  who 
make  a  sovereign  speak  thus,  shew,  that 
in  all  their  actions  is  as  much  duplicity  as 
want  of  prudence_and  of  real  greatness. 
Assuredly,  this  speech  was  written  by  the 
same  hand  that  drew  the  instructions  to  Sir 
A.  Wellesley,  in  Spain,  to  Lord  Chatham, 
at  Walcheren,  and  the  Orders  of  Council 
of  1807.  *Ti8  the  same  medley  of  inco- 
herent and  ill-digested  materials. 


Notes  from  the  Same  upon  the  Debated 
in  Parliament. 

Debate  <m  the  King's  l^)eech  w  the  House  cf 
Lords, 

J/)rd  LiverpooL — "  Austria  requested 
"  that  we  should  retain  Wakheren  until 
*'  the  Treaty  of  Peace  was  brought  to  a  ter- 
**  mination ;  and  however  severe  the  con- 
*'  ditions  are  which  she  has  been  compelled 
•'  to  sign,  it  is  certain  that  they  are  very 
^'  moderate  in  comparison  of  those  with 
*f  which  Buonaparte  threatened  her ;  and 
"  there  must  have  been  some  cause  which 
''  urged  him  to  renounce  the  pretensions 
*'  which  he  in  the  first  instance  ad  vanced.'* 

CManiteur.J^-The  English  Expedition 
gave  us  some  uneasiness  at  the  beginning 
of  August;  by  the  15th  of  that  month  it 
W9S  oply  an  object  of  ridicule.  The 
squadron  had  gone  up  to  Antwerp,  and 
there  were  100,000  men  collected  in  the 
eoTirons  of  that  place.  On  the  15th  of 
September,  all  the  accounts  from  Flushing 
inmrmed  us  that  the  English  were  dying 
there  by  thousands.  At  that  period,  the 
Peace,  though  not  actdally  signed  until  the 
middle  of  October;  was  looked  upon  as 
concluded.     The  Austrians,  who  ar^  ac- 

anainted  with  the  Isle  of  Walcheren, 
drugged  up  theii-  shoulders  on  finding 
that  the  cabmet  of  London,  who  extend 
their  geogpraphical  disboveries  to  the  South 
Sea,  were  ignorant  of  what  every  English 
annggler  and  coaster  knows,  namely,  that 
«ne  cannoty  with  impunity,  sleep  in  the 
open  air  for  two  nigtits  together,  on  the 
coasts  of  Walcheren,  in  the  months  of  July, 
Attgtist,  Sept.  October,  and-  November. 

U  appears,  then,  that  the  destinies  of 
the  Expedition  to  Walcheren  were  termi- 
«afted,  when  the  Peace  was  concluded. 

Had  the  Eng^ldi  Expedition  remained 
in  the  Downs,  and  in  the  Thames;  had 
the   troops  renuioed  encamped  oa  the 


coast  in  a  menacing  Dostvre ;  such  a  mea* 
sure  might  have  led  us  to  apprehend  a 
diversion,  and  might  have  produced  some 
effect.  Bat  afler  the  Expedition  took 
place,  when  the  months  of  September  and 
October  elapsed  in  givine  proofs  of  tha 
fatal,  blundering  awkwardness  which  at* 
tends  all  the  operations  by  land,  the  Ex- 
pedition to  Flushing  entered  for  nothing 
mto  the  calculations  of  the  belli^ent 
powers.  Besides,  the  Russians,  Swedes, 
Danes,  Prussians,  Austrians,  Spaniards,  are 
all  too  well  acquainted  with  the  English 
Government  to  rely  upon  Us  succours. 
They  know  that,  through  the  fogs  of 
London,  it  can  see  nothmg;  and  that  none 
of  the  Statesmen  of  England  have  curried 
their  political  views  beyond  those  of  a 
Merchant  of  the  City  in  his  counting- 
house.  Instead  of  deliberating,  as  we  may 
say,  on  the  ground  floor,  let  them  ascend 
to  the  top  of  the  Tower  of  London^  They 
will  then  perceive  that  it  is  the  interest  of 
England  to  adopt  a  policy  more  generous, 
and  embracing  a  greater  number  of  objects 
within  its  range.  But  they  want  the  Eng- 
lish to  be  the  monopolisers  of  the  worid, 
and  consequently  the  enemies  of  the  world. 
This  sentiment  displays  itself  in  all  your 
actions,  in  all  yonr  expressions,  because  it  « 
is  the  main  spring  of  all  your  ideas. 

You  retained  the  Isle  of  Walchereit, 
because,  amidst  the  jarring  opinions  of  the 
Cabinet,  you  coijld  not  come  to  any  deci- 
sion ;  because  you  were  told  that  th^  Isle 
of  Walcheren  might  become  a  second 
Gibraltar^  and  enable  you  to  command 
the  Scheldt  Under  this  impression,  you 
fortified  Flushing,  and  erected  permanent 
structures.  Already  materials  had  arrived 
for  building  barracks  and  magazines* 
The  French  soldiers  observed  you  with  a 
secret  joy ;  and,  for  the  retaking  of  Flush- 
ing, with  from  15  to  20,000  prisoners, 
waited  only  for  the  month  of  December 
and  the  setting  in  of  the  frosts,  which  would 
have  rendered  your  retreat  impossible. 
The  clamours  of  your  military  men,  and 
the  evident  proof  of  the  plan  which  the 
French  bad  in  view,  gave  you  good  advice. 

h  was,  therefore,  your  indecision,  yoor 
false  calculations,  tKat  made  you  retain 
the  Isle  of  Walcheren ;  and  not  the  in- 
treaty  of  Austria,  who  scarcely  knew  of 
your  landing  when  she  had  resolved  to 
make  peace,  and  who  knew,  better  than 
any  other,  that  she  had  nothing  to  ex- 
pect from  it ;  peace  having  been  actually 
concluded  on*  the  20th  of  September, 
tboMgh  not  signed  until  the   I  ith  of  Octe- 
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tmr.  It  Ihaoet  tpfieari^  that  U  coold  not 
bare  been  the  interest  of  Aos«ria  that  inad<» 
y:^  retain  the  pestitential  isle  of  Wakhe- 
ren  divringthe  months  of  October,  Novem- 
ber, and  December.  .Aaacbroniims  may 
be  borne  with  in  a  matter  of  ancient  hi<- 
tory.  Amktake  of  two  or  three  months 
may  eren  be  regarded  as  of  little  conae* 
quence,  with  respect  to  a  fact  that  bap* 
pened  twenty  years  ago ;  but  in  this  case 
with  the  fact  before  our  eyes,  you  have 
the  hardihood  to  assert  that  during  the 
months  of  October,  November,  and  De- 
cember, an  English  army  was  ordered  to 
occupy  the  marshes  of  Walcheren,  or, 
in  other  words,  that  100 /nen  a  day  were 
to  be  sacrificed  for  60  days  in  succession, 
fen  propirt  niore  lavourable  conditions  of 
peaoe  to  Austria,  who  had  made  her  peace 
at  the  coatmenoement  of  October.  This  is 
U>  insult  the  Cr^uHty  of  the  people,  and 
So  laugh  at  the  opinion  of  Europe. 

BdkUe  on  the  same  lubfcct  in  the   Hou$c  qf 
CcuiftiiOWf* 

Mr  Camnig,^^'  The  subjects  of  Buona* 
V  par«^  weuld  have  then  seen,  that  whilst 
f'  he  flattered  them  with  narratives  of  his 
''  foreign  victories,  they  were  not  secure 
"  from  invasion  on  their  own  territory." 
Monikur.^^Whvit  a  prolbund  man  is 
ibis  same  Mr.  Canning  1  What  a  gi'eat 
secret  he  reveals  to  us!  that  a  sup^riot* 
naval  force  «an  elftiPt  a  landing  on  our 
coasts.  The  French  must  be  very  raw 
indeed,  to  be  ignorant  of  such  a  discovery. 
The  .English  can  violate  the  French  terri- 
tory; but  they  hav^  never. violaod*  it  with 
impunity. 

.  Mr.  Vanmngj^^*  At  that  period,  a  dis* 
^iMkkm  was  mantfiBsted  in  thai  part  of 
ff  kis  dominions  to  shake  ofi*  the  yoke  of 
«•  hi*  tyranny."   ■ 

Momteur.-^Mx.  Canning  by  this  asser- 
tion, covers  himself  with  ridicule*  If  we 
could  open  the  portfblioa  of  the  police,  and 
make  known  the  fismons  conspirators  Mr. 
(Banning  taUcs  c4  we  should  discover  con- 
spiracies aiid  plots,  like  those  «f Drake, 
srho  was  appiiod  to,  merely  to  ease  hind 
af  his  money,  and  to  know,  from  himaelf, 
what  he  was  about.  Men  of  wonderful 
sd>ility !  They  boast  of  having  secret*  cor- 
lespoadents  in  France,,  and  wey  are  sur** 
rounded  by  our  spies.  We  read  in  their 
CUinet,  and,  for  a  very  slight  challenge, 
we  could  publish  tha  alficial  correspoodp 


ence  of  the  English  Under-'Se^retarics  and 
their  a^^ents,  with  those  whom  they  call 
conspirators,  and  make  them  tho  kiughing 
stock  ^d  bye-word  of  Europe.  Weouglit 
to  say  thus  much  to  tranquillize  the  inha- 
bitants of  tbo  territory  which  Mr.  Canningj 
were  there  any  truth  in  his  statement^ 
would  denounce'  to  the  severity  of  the  laws. 
The  Crovemment  has  not  had  to  complain 
of  a  single  Fi*enchman.  There  have  been 
correspondences  with  England;  but  they 
were  carried  on  by  subaltern  agents  of  the 
police,  imder  the  authority  of  the  Chiels 
of  that  depaKment/  Those  were  the  spies 
of  Mr.  Canning. 

Debate  in  the  Hmse  qf  Lordi  on  the  Motion 
qfThanhto  Lad  Wellington. 

Lord  Orey. — <«  In  all  these  respecU  ths 
**  results  of  the  battle"  (of  Maida)  "  were 
"  succeasfuL''  ... 

il/riMi/ein'.«^Military  Europe  will  see 
with  astoni&hm^nt  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land occupying  itself  about  the  afTair  of 
Maida,  a  very  inconsiderable  4|0lioq,  in 
which  5,000  I^Qglish  had  to  dovi^  1,^00 
Frenchmen,  1,300  Poles,  ai¥l  about  1,000 
Neapolitans.  The  Frsmch  did  not  succeed 
in  rooting  the  English,  who  were  ulMcr 
the  protection  of  their  vessels.  One  shrugs 
up  one's  shoulders  at  seeing  a  I^qrliamsni 
and  a  nation  occupied  about  so  instgiiifi* 
cant  kn  affair.  A  tbw  4aya  aft.et:.ti^ 
event,  the  English  re«-embaH0M^  ha|>py  in 
having. landed. on  the  Continent  withotfi 
being  made  prisoners.  *■     ^ 

[Upon  the  Marquis  Wellesley's r^^fm 
of  his  Brother's  campaign,  the  Montlsttr 
makes  the  following  reraarta^  i-;-} 

Lord  WelLesley  is  extreon^ly'  mMimt* 
He  forgets  the  niavch  of  tberDukeef  M* 
matta  upon  Placentia  with  the  -M  serp% 
of  the  Duke  of  Elchingenwitb  thaatb»Mrf 
of  the  Duke  of  Treviso  with  theJUli;  mil 
to  say,  in  all  between)  60  and  30,000  Oica 
Tliere  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  the  whols 
of  this  passage.  7?he  battle  of  TaWvera 
was  doubtful.  The  French  conducted  ihsir 
attack  badly,  a^  irommiued  gteat  iaplis. 
But  the  aUied  army  was  superisy  totbs 
French,  as  it  consisted  of  38X>QO  SpsnisMs 
and  ii6/)00  English,  whilst  the  Frtjoch 
^rraj^«mounted  only  to  4S>000  men ;  snd 
it  is  a  factibat  the;  English  were  hestea 
and  driven  from  tlufe  fi^ld  as  often  as  tksy  ' 
attempteoto  attaci:  the  French.  * 
.     (TobeooiUiawed,) 


=??=♦= 
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**  I  beseech  yOu^  for  .tbls  time  to  come,  that  we  oommit  none  bat  onr  tyftxi  members ;  and  that  we  avoid 
**  tbe«e  Old  CotiHoi|  TuMe  Warrants,  which  run  in  generals,  *  during  pledsvre  f  which  was  the  cause  of 
*'  that  excellent  law,  got  with  so  much  difficulty*  eaded  '  The  Petition  of  Right:*  That  *  for  siMlishing 
*'  '  the  Star-Chambefi  and  ref^ulating  the.  CoupciUTaMe/  is  not  inferior  tp  iv — I  pray  Ifct.tis  remciBber,  . 
*'  and  apply  it  to  ourselves,  how  dangerous  and  fatal  it  hath  ever  been  for  kings  to,  extead  and  stretch 
"  tilcir  prerogativts  above,  and  beyond  law ;  for  the  same  fate  b^fel  the  Comicil-Tabte.  Star-Chinnber, , 
**  and  Uigb  Coromiwion.  I  pray  let  xa  ke? p  ourselves  within  our  spht^r'e,  and  riSt  make  our  privileges, 
"  Eotia  tradsrendentia,  Mhich  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  predicament  of  Iaw."— ^^Sia  John  MAYHAtio'f 
Speech  iri  the  Home  (if  Commons,  1648.    Parliarocatary  History,  Vol.  Ill  p.  959. 

**  When  I  said  to  Lona  Chatham,  What  will  become  of  poor  England,  that  doats  00  the  impeifectioi^  - 
**  other  pretended  constitution  ?  he  replied,  My  de?»r  Lord,  the  gout  will  dispose  of  roe  §qoi?  cnoiig.h  t^  , 
•*  preverik  me  from  fediug  the  comeqnences  of  this  inflr nation:  but,  bcfbr?  the  fud  of  tHis  fcentury, 
**  ei4ber  jMff  Pgrlittmeni  will  reform  Uselffrmm  writkin^  or  be  refarined  wilA  a  vengeance /fork  zvVhouf.^*     * 
Ba«l  Bocuam's  EsiM^fon  ike  JLix^s  itnd  kVriUngs 4^ Fletcher  <md  Thomton :  p.  2i5.    Octavo)  m^X  '  '■      '- 
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SIB  FRANCaS 

PAJUJAMENTARY.BEFORM ! 

These  words  are  the  motto  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  Westminster,  and,  indeed,  of  the 
people  of  England,  who  are  n<Av  qui^e  sa- 
tisfied, that  nothing  can  save  them  from 
^hat  ruin  and  degradation,  which  was  pre- 
dicted by  LoBD  Chatham,  but  a  reform, 
a  rco^ reform,  a  rtadiral  reform,  in  the  Com; 
xnons  House  of  Parliament.  Being  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  present  struggle  for  the  per- 
sonal liberty  of  the  subject,  and  th^t  all 
the  other  struggW,  ar©  of  no  use,  and  can 
b^  of  no  use,  unless  as  tending  towards  the 
prodocingofthat  reform,  it  is  my-  inten- 
tion, in  the  present  sheet,  to  offer  some 
observations  with  respect  to  the  $&rt  (pre- 
form, to  be  desired,  and  the  natural  const- 
qucnceB  qf$ttch  reform. 

*JBat,  befbre  I  enter  upon  these  observa- 
tions,! tnust  beg  the  reader's  patience, 
while  I  fiiyish  whit,  for  want  of  ii0kQ  and 
for  want  of  more  tall  information,  I  left 
nitfinished  last  week,  in  the  History,  ^hieh 
I  gave  of  tfie  sending  of  SiK  FhanciS  Twe 
may  leave  out  the  Burdett,  for  there  is  but 
one  Sir  Francis  in  England)  to  the  Tower, 
and  the  remarks  which  were  added,  re- 
lative to  his  conduct,  subsequent  to  the 
Vote  of  the  Honourable  House  for  sending 
him  thither. 

The  misrepresentations,  with  regard  to 
Cb^  conduct  of  Sir  Francis,  during  the 
apace  from  the  issuing  of  the  Sptaker's 
Warrant  to  the  time  of  the  actual  imprison- 
neht,  were  pretty  well  exposed  lastweek. 
But,  upon  one  point  the  exposure  was  not 
quite  complete, ^Mortification  at  wit- 


nessing  the  proofs  of  Sir  Fraiici^'s^popu-  , 
larity ;  the  envv  y  the  "  envy,  eloest^  j 
born  of  he!l,"  v\ Itich  this  set  in.  tnotion,^^ 
gave  rise  to  the  atteibpi  which  w^sma,d^'j 
to  propagate  a  belief,  that  Sir  Freywis  had  t 
brokai  his  promise  with  the  Serjeant  at  ^ 
Arras.  Enough  was  said,  upon  tj|i3,.»4*b^  , 
iect,  to  satisfy  any  rationAlmatt  of  the.  utter 
falsehood  of  the  cihafge,  and, indeed,  th^ic  ^ 
is  no  such  man  that  double  of  Jt^  false*  . 
hoofi ;  but,  a  little  mote  nuy^  and-  sbaU,  > 
be  done  in  the  way  of  expo&hi^'  U>  pubfia  % 
execration  th^se  with  whora  t^-c?  caiuiany. 

originated. Ori  Friday/  ForeTtonn,  about  - 

teri  o'clock,  tho  Scrjear^t  at  Aims  Wrot^  a  . 
letter  to  SirFrancis^  wish  in§ to  know,  whea  ». 
it  would  be  agreeable  to  him  for  the  Sei^  > 
jeant  to  go  to  him  and  conduct  Him  to  th^  » 
Toxver,  Sir  Francis  VvTOtc  for  answer ;  .1 
"  Sir,  I  have  iust  received  your  politci  ^» 
"  letter,  and  shall  beat  hometorfcm<r  youj  »» 

"  at  twelve  o'clock, to-morrow,.**T: ^Th%  *. 

Serjeant  went  to  him  in  the  evening  oL  .» 
the  same  day.  T before  this  letter  ha^.  .» 
reached  him)  ;  ana,  parted  with  Sic  Fr|^,  »» 
CIS  upon  an  agreement,  that  the  Serji^f}$)t|  >v 
was  to  go  the  next  day  at  cf/«a3«i.—  Insf^n^j  »• 
of  this,  however,  the  Serjeant  went  ag^^  »» 
thai  same  night,  and  wished  to  take  Sitjjgm^f^  >• 
cis  ofi'  immediately.  Sir  Francis  refi^P;^/  »» 
go ;  here  began  the  resiskance^^rjigll^  »» 
this  was  called  "  a  orcfich  o/promis^^f^^ffff/  >» 
]t  was  before  shewn,  that  Sir  ^^£^fif^U^  » 
letter  to  the  Seijeant  contained  V^J^offAfi^  »» 
at  all;  that,  to  say,  that  h<j  ^Mjil^  Jh^^  « 
^  at  home  to  receive  the  SprjieafU,j*,i5^jai>^9^  %» 
far  from  saying,  that  he  ^^oMfif{f^^tfi^  »% 
go  with  the  Serjeant  to  the  '^<fW^)mk(f\o  ** 
pretty  clearly  meant  quite  a||io{nfi})4|ji|ngisf  >« 
and,  that,  ^ven  supposing  %5-HS''^^^P%i  ""^ 
the  first  int«rvitw  with  th«  Serjeant  (la 
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the  afternoon  of  Friday  about^/fc^  o'clock,) 
even  supposing  him  then  to  have  used 
words  that  seemed  to  imply,  that  he 
would  go  to  the  Tower  with  him  the  next 
dqy,  it  did  not  follow,  that  he  broke  his 
promise  because  he  refused  to  go  witH  hkn 
thai  night;  though,  if  such  understanding 
had  really  existed  between  them,  it  is 
clear  enough  that  the  Serjeant  would  be 
char^able  with  a  breach  of  kis  promise. 

^he  truth,  however,  appears  to  be, 

that  no  such  promise  ever  was  mad«  by 
Sir  Francis,  either  by  expression  or  im- 
plication. And  this  truth  is  manifest  from 
.  the  Eotdgnct  qf  the  Serjeant  himself,  which- 
endencf,''as  published  by  the  Honourable 

House  itseJf,  I  have  now  before  me. 

From  t|ii8  evidence,  it  appears,  that  the 
Serjeant,  after  seeing  Sir  Francis,  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  Friday,  about  jfrep'clock, 
went  to  the  Speaker;  and,  that,  it  was 
tft  comeguence  qf  tvhai  the  Speaker  said 
io  him,  that  he  altered  his  m^d  about 
the  time  of  putting  the  warrant  in  execu- 
tion, and  that  he  went  to  Sir  Francis  about 
eight  o'clock,  in  order  to  put  his  warrant  in 

execution  without  delay. Now,  if  the 

Serjeant  had  no  notion  qf  any  resistance;  if 
he  really  did  understand  that  Sir  Francis 
meant  to  go  quietly  with  him  the  next 
day,  tohat  did  he  go  to  the  leaker  at  all 
far  about  the  matter  f  What  could  take  him 
to  the  Speaker  ?— .But,  let  us  hear  bis 
own  story,  as  far  as  relates  to  this  point : 

'*  A  little  before  four  o'clock  (Friday 

*'  afternoon)  I  went  down  to  the  House  of 
"  Commons,  and  was  told,  that  Sir  Francis 
"  had  been  seen  going  into  his  house ;  I 
''  immediately  went  back;  and  saw  Sir 
"  Francis.  He  told  me  that  he  had  writ- 
•'  ten  me  an  answer  to  my  letter,  thanking 
*'  me  for  it,  and  saying,  that  he  would  be 
"  ready  to  receive  me  the  next  morning 
•*  at  eleven  o'clock ;  at  the  same  time  & 
*'  said  he  should  write  a  letter  to  (he  Speaker, 
^'  I  then  left  him  under  tfie  impression 
'^  that  he  intended  to  ^o  with  me  the  next 
*'  morning ;  and  thinking  that  the  quietest 
**  method  of  carrying  the  thing  into  effect 
"  was  the  best,  and  having  received  the 
**  Speaker's  adrice  when  I  received  the 
"  Warrant  to  treat  Sir  Francis  with  proper 
**  respect  and  courtesy,  or  words  to  that 
*'  eiect.  I  may  be  allowed  perhaps  to 
**  state  at  this  moment  that  I  nad  always 
"  conceived  that  to  hare  been  a  sum- 
•*  dent  notice  from  myself  to  a  member 
**  pf  parliament,  without  serving  the  War- 
*'  rant  perhaps  in  a  more  regular  way. 
*♦  If  I  havf  erred  in  any  way,  I  trust  tire 


."  House  will  consider  that  I  did  it  from  a 
"  proper  motive  of  delicacy ;  that  I  wished 
"  to  shew  proper  respect  to  a  member  of 
"  parliament  upon  such  an  occasion ;  and 
"  had  I  wished  to  carry  my  Warrant  into 
"  effect  at  that  moment,  it  would  I  think 
•'  not  have  been  in  my  power,  as  I  had  no 
*'  assistance  with  me  whatever,  and  there' 
**  was  a  large  mob  collected  before  the 
"  door  of  Sir  Frahcis's  house.  From  Sir 
*'  Francis's  house  /  went  to  tlte  Speaker,  and 
"  repeated  to  him  xvluu  had  taken  place;  and 
**  the  Speaker  advised  me  immediately  to  go 
*'  hack  and  put  my  Warrant  into  execution, 
"  and  also  advised  me  to  call  at  the  Secre- 
"  tajy  qf  Stale*s  Office  for  any  assistance  I 
"  conceived  necessary  to  enable  me  to  execute 
**  my  Warrant.  I  was  detained  at  the 
"  Secretary  of  State's  Office  till  half  past 
"  seven,  and  then  was  attended  by  Mr. 
**  Clementson  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett's 
''  house.  On  our  being  admitted  to  him, 
"  I  told  Sir  Francis  that  I  was  sorry  to  in- 
*'  form  him  that  I  must  name  an  earlier 
"  hour  for  his  removal,  and  shewed  him 
"  the  Warrant  for  taking  him  into  cus- 
"  tody,  which  he  read.  Sir  Francis  th^n 
''  said,  that  he  disputed  the  legality  of  the 

"  SpejCker's  Warrant,  &c.  &c." ^Then 

follows  matter  about  which  there  is  no 
dispute. Well,  then ;  look  at  this  evi- 
dence. We  see,  that,  at  the  very  first 
interview,  S  r  Francis  told  the  Serjeant, 
that  he  should  send  a  letter  to  the  Speaker. 
Why  should  he  tell  him  that,  unless  some* 
thing  had  been  said  about  resistance  to  the 
warrant;  or,  at  least,  if  Sir  Francis  bad 
meant  to  obey  the  wairant  ?  But,  sup- 
posing the  Serjeant  to  have  conceived  tne 
notion,  that  Sir  Francis  meant  to  write  the 
Speaker  a  letter  of  compliments  or  of  thanks ; 
still  what  carried  the  Serjeant  in  post- 
haste directly  from  the  house  of  Sir 
Francis  to  that  of  the  Speaker?  Why 
should  he  go  and  make  "  a  report*'  to  the 
Speaker,  unless  something  material  had  oc^ 
curred  ?  What  had  he  to  report  upon,  if 
Sir  Francis  and  he  were  perf<^tly  agnied 
as  to  the  thne  of  goihg  to  the  Tovrer; 
and,  if  no  resistance  wa»  apprehended  ? 
I  think,  that  a  very  small  portioq  of  even 
common  sense  is  quite  sufficient  to  enable 
any  rnah  to  perceive,  from  these  circum- 
stances, that  the  Serjeant  mast,  at  th* 
very  frst  iatervieWj  have  receired  an  inti* 
mation,  that  Sir  Francis  meant  to  resist 
the  execution  of  the  warrant,  and  that,  of 
course,  the  charge  of  breach  of  promise, 
on  the  part  of  the  latter,  has  no  foonda- 
tion.-- — But,  what  dofs  the  Speidcer  say. 
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upon  the  report  being  made  to  bim? 
Why :  "  go  and  execute  your  warrant 
"  immediately,"  And,  for  what  reawn  f 
Why  should  he  give  this  advice,  if  he  was 
told,  that  it  was  understood  between  the 
parties,  that  Sir  Francis  would  go  quietly 
the  next  day  ?  Why,  I  again  ask,  shouW 
the  Speaker  wish  to  push  on  the  Serjeant 
thus?  Oh  !  but  he  does  not  stop  there  ! 
He  advises  the  Serjeant  besides,  to  call,  in 
his  way,  "  at  the  Secretary  of  State's.*' 
And  wlkatjor  f  What  does  the  Speaker  ad- 
vise him  to  call  there  for?  Oh !  only 
''for  any  assistance  that  he  conceived 
"  necessary  to  enable  him  to  execute  Mis 
*'W(trr<ent** Bravo!  Here  is  a  de- 
lightful story !  The  Serjeant  goes  to 
the  Speaker,  andy  having  told  him  that 
Sir  Francis  meant  to  go  with  him  to  the 
Tower  very  quietly,  the  Speaker  advises 
him  to  call  at  the  Secretary  of  State's 
offite  for  any  assistance  that  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  enable  him  to  execute  his  warrant ! 

' As  W,  however,  this  was  not  enouffh, 

the  Segeant  is  so  good  as  to  five  the  Ho- 
nourable House  a  little  pomire  testimony 

to  th^  same  point. The  reader  will 

bear  in  mind,  that  the  Serjeant's ifirst  in- 
terview with  Sir  Francis  was  about  Jhe 
o'clock  on  Friday,  and  that^his  second  in- 
terview with  him  was  about  eight  o^dock, 

or,  at  least,  later  than  half  past  seven. 

Well,  now,  observe,  the  Serjeant  tells  us, 
above,  that  he  left  Sir  Francis,  at  Jive, 
**  under  the  impression  that  he  intended 
*'  to  go  with  him  the  next  morning." 
Be^r  the  hours  in  mind,  and  then  hear  him 
again.  He  is  asked  ;  *'  At  what  hour  on 
"Friday  did  you  first  inform  the  Speaker, 
"  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett  meant  to  resist 
"  the  warrant  ?"  Mark  his  answer :  **  Be- 

"  twecti^t7e  and  six.'* ^This   is  pretty 

complete,  I  think.  And  yet  there  are  men 
so  base  ;  there  are  turn^coats  so  vile  as  to 
pretend  to  believe,  that  Sir  Francis,  at  the 
first  interview,  promised  the  Serjeant  that 
he  would  go  with  hirp  to  the  Tower  !— . 
But,  1  shall  be  told,  that  the  Serjeant  as 
positively  declares  the  direct  contrary  of 
this  in  another  part  of  his  evidence.  He 
does  so;  but,  let  it  ^  observed  in  what 
manner  the  contradiction  is  extracted 
from  him.  ■  We  will  take  the  dialogue 
just  as  it  stands.  ,The  Speaker,  we  must 
bear  in  mind,  is  the  person  who  puts  the 

questions  to  him  here. -"  Mr.  Speaker. 

''  If  the  Serjeant  has  any  doubt  upon  this 
"  point,  and  one  or  two  other  points,  1 
"  would^  beg  to  state  to  the  House  the  re- 
f*  collection  I  hare  upon  the  subject.    In 


*'  the  early  part  of  his  evidence,  the  Scr- 
'' jeant  did  appear  to  intimate,  tbaC  he  had 
"  informed  me  that  resistance  was  to  be 
'*  expected  from  Sir  Francis  Burdett  when 
"  he  saw  me  here  at  the  House,  and  the 
"  House  was  sitting  ;  /  wish  t/ie  Setjeant  to 
"  recollect,  whether  when  he  came  to  me, 
"  the  House  then  sitting  and  I  in  my  pri- 
"  vate  room,  and  when  1  asked  him  whether 
"  he  had  brought  the  receipt  of  the  Lieu- 
*'  tenant  of  the  Tower  for  his  pri>r)ner,  he 
'^^id  not  at  that  time  mention,  that  on  the 
''  contrary,  it  was  then  settled  between 
'*  him  an(?  Sir  Francis  Burdett  thai  fie  Jiould 

" go  the  foUomng  day?  —  Yes. Mr. 

*'  Speaker.  Did  you  not  aftennardi  see  me 
"  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
''after  you  had  seen  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
"  the  second  time,  and  after  you  had  read 
"  the  warrant  to  him,  and  after  Sir  Francig. 
"  Burdett  had    an«iwered   that  he   should 

"  resist    that    Wanant  t  —  Yes. Mr. 

'*  Speaker,  Recollecting  these  two  convert 
"  sations  with  me,  at  what  time  do  you 
"  think  it  was  that  you  first  informed  me  of 
"  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  intention  to  resist 

^'  the  Warrant?  —  The   Last. Mr. 

"  Speaker.  And  not  the  first  f-^And  not 
«  THE  FIRST,  undoubtedly,-^ — Mr.  Speaker.. 
"  So  that  the  first  jntimalion  from  you  to 
"  me  of  the  intention  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
"  to  resist  the  warrant,  did  not  cotne  to  me 
*'  till  between  nine  and  ten  on  Friday  night. — 

**  No." This,  the  reader  will  observe, 

is  precisely  the  contrary  of  what  the  Ser- 
jeant before  positively  ai»serted.  Which  of 
the  two  ought  to  be  believed  must  be  left  to 
the  judgment  of  the  reader,  f  ut,  still  there 
remains  the  fact,  which  vtras  no  where 
contradicted,  that,  at  the  firs^  interview 
with  the  Speaker,  the  Speaker  did  advise 
the  Serjeant  "  to  call  at  the  Secretary  of 
"  State  s  office  for  any  assistance  that 
"  might  be  necessary  to  enable  him.  to  exe- 
"  cute  his  warrant;*'  advice  which  it 
seems  quite  impossible  to  reconcile  with 
the  assert7on,  that  Sir  Francis  had  promised 
to  go  to  the  Tower  the  next  day,  and  that  he 
had  intimaied  no  intention  to  rwiV.-^— This 
matter  is  now  fully  and  fairly  before  the 
public.  What  I  have  now  said  upon  itj, 
was  not  at  all  necessary  in  y indication  of 
Sir  Francis ;  but,  it  may  be  of  great  use 
as  ^  exposure  of  bis  %nd  the  people's 
worst  enemies,  who  raised  the  cry  of  breach 
of  promise  against  him  uith  %  view  ef 
disguising  the  base  motives  of  their  open* 
ly  deserting  a  cause»  which,  whenevef 
Ibeir  interests  might  require  it,  they  a)« 
ways  would  have  bef d  ready  to  bttray, 
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There  has  been  something  said  about 
the  dlsoivjiing  of  S'tT  Francis  by  hhforffier 
friends,  which  it  is  proper  to  notice  here. 

In   the  debate,    in   the    Honourable 

House,  of  the  16th  instant,  Mr.  Canning 
i.^  reported  to  have  said,  that  he  had 
changed  his  opinion  of  **  the  great  offender 
"  in  the  Tower.  Of  that  offender  he 
"should  at  present  only  say,  that  the 
''good  opinion  which  he  before  expressed, 
''and  certainly  entertained,  of  him,  he 
*'  noxv  completely  revoked.  For  he  could  not 
"'  help  thinking  of  thal'pcrson's  conduct  as 
*'  all  his  oivn  fanner  friends  pro^essei\  to  do.*' 

Oh  !  unhappy  Sir  Francis*  Miserable 

man  !  Mr.  Canning  ;  aye,  Mr.  George 
Canning,  has  reroked  his  s^ood  opinion  of 

yt>u  !  Awful  denunciation  ! IS  or  is  this 

a|] :  he  is  reported  as  having  said,  that 
^Jl  your  "  former  friends"  have  done  the 

same. But,   who  are  those  friends  to 

whom  Mr.  Canning  is  said  to  have  al- 
luded. Who  does  he  mean?  Why  did 
he  not  name  somebody  ?  He  does  not 
.  know,  I  imagine,  who  are  the  friends  of 
Sir  Francis.  There  is,  indeed,  a  Mu.' 
Lyttleton,  a  member  of  llie  Honourable 
House,  under  whose  name  a  paragraph  has 
been  published  in  the  news-papers,  and 
\vbxj/ii\  the  said  paragraph,  is  said  to  have 
made  a  declaration,  that  he,  thmigh  with 
XXTREME  ANGUISH,  felt  hiw^lf  iMptlled  to 
adandon  the  Honourable  Jiaronet,  both  as  a 
pfttVATE  and  a  political  friend.  Kow, 
it  is  but  right,  that  the  world  should  know, 
that  this  gentleman  has  never  been  admitted 
into  the  Itonse  of  Sir  Francis  in  his  life ;  that 
there  was  not  even  any  acqnaintccnceship 
existing  betwern  them,  except  merely  what 
rai^ht  have  taken  place  m  the  itouse  of  Com- 
mons; and,  in  short,  that  in  the  usual  sense 
of  the  words,  Mr.  Lyttleton  was  neither  a 
friend  nor  an  acquaintance  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett.  The  reporters,  therefore,  (for 
they  all  agree)  must,  I  should  hope,  have 
made  a  mistake;  for,  though  there  may  be, 
when  the  purpose  is  friendly,  nothing 
very  blameable  in  a  man's  putting  forward 
clninis  of  friendsliip  'with  another  ;  yet, 
when  the  purpose  is  unfriendly,  there  is 
certainly  something  very  blameable  in  it, 
and  especially  under  circumstances  similar 
to  those,  which  existed  at  the  moment, 
when  IVIr.    Lyttleton's  claim  is    said    to 

have  been  made. It  is  very  rare   that 

private  friendships  are  suddenly  formed 
after  men  arrive  at  Sir  Francis's  age.  The 
friendship,  which  we  must  be  supposied  to 
have  in  view,  in  a  case  like  the  present, 
is  friendship,  or  attachment,  from  ptiblic 
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principle;  and,  whether  Sir  Francis  has 
lost  any  thing  in  this  way,  the  demonstia- 
tions  of  public  feeling,  during  the  last  fif- 
teen days,  pretty  clearly  evince.  •  If  Mr. 
Lyttleton  was  present  at,  or  within  hearing 
of,  the  shouts  of  the  Westminster  Meeting, 
on  Tuesday  last,  the  17th  instant,  he  must, 
I  should  think,  want  little  more  to  convince 
him,  that  Sir  Francis  finds  wjierewith  to 
console  him  for  the  loss  of  Mr.  Lyttleton's 


friendship;**    aye,  and  for  that  of  Mr. 
Canning's  **  goodopmion"  into  the  bargain. 

In  truth,  these   are  very   miserable 

expedients.  They  have  not  the  smallest 
eflect  upon  either  the  character  or  the  in- 
fluence of  the  person,  to  operate  against 
whom  they  are  intended.  To  the  mass  of 
the  people,  to  those  who  possess  the  physi- 
cal strength,  and  in  whose  breasts  the  popu- 
lar enthusiasm  boils,  they  are  quite  in- 
comprehensible ;  with  intelligent  men, 
those  who  possess  the  directing  mind, 
they  are  subjects  of  ridicule  ;  and  have  an 
influence  with  those  6nly,  who  in  times 
like  these,  are,  as  to  public  matters,  of 
no   more  consequence  than  the  flies   or 

the  worms. Were  it  not  for  that  vyilful 

blindness  with  which  the  enemies  of  Sir 
Francis,  or,  rather,  of  his  principles,  are, 
and  always  have  been  afflicted,  those  ene- 
mies would  perceive  that  it  is  perfectly 
vain  for  them  to  endeavour  to  sap  the 
foundation  of  his  public  character.  Thi$ 
character  has  not  been  raised  by  the  means 
of  any  trickery.  It  has  grown  out  of  a 
long  series  of  exertions  for  what  he  has 
deemed  and  what  the  people  believe  to  be 
the  public  good.  He  has  never,  during  the 
whole  of  his  career,  sought  the  gratifica- 
tion of  his  own  interest.  He  has  never 
abandoned  any  principle,  for  which  he 
has  contended,  lie  has  never  yielded  to 
circumstances.  No  party"  ha^  at  any- 
time, been  able  to  warp  him  from  the 
straight  line  of  hi?  duty.  Self  has,  in  no 
case,  been  consideted  by  him.  A  desire 
to  see  his  country  free  and  happy  seems, 
at  an  early  age,  to  have  seized  fast  hold 
upon  his  mind;  and,  it  is  clear,  that,  what- 
ever some  persons  may  affect  to  believe, 
the  general,  and  almost  universal  persua- 
sion, is,  that  he  is  the  truest  friend  that 
England  possesses.  If  his  own  conduct 
had  left  this  persuasion  incomplete,  il 
would  have  been  completed  by  the  con- 
duct of  his  enemies  ;  who,  upon  no  occa- 
sion, have  lost  an  opportunity  of  treating 
him  with  despite.  From  these  causes  he  has 
been  raised  !o  a  height  of  popular  favour, 
which,  perhaps,  no  man  before  him  ever 
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attained  ;  and,  this  popularity  he  will,  I 
am  confident,  never  use  For  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  ot*  securing  the  freedom  and 
the-  happiness  of  his  fellow  subjects,  and 
of  supporting  the  true  dignity,  the  lawful 
privileges  and  prerogatives  of  the  parlia- 
ment and  the  kiu^. The  people  have 

not.  failed  to  notice  the  maliciousness, 
which  has  been,  by  all  n\en  in  power,  dis- 
played towards  him ;  the  infinite  pains 
that  have  been  taken  to  misrepresent  his 
character  and  his  views ;  the  hypocritical, 
irts  which  the  less  bold  have  resorted  to 
fbr  this  purpose  ;  and,  in  short,  the  end- 
less contrivances  which  the  friends  of  cor- 
ruption have  made  use  of  against  him. 
All  these  have  been  observed :  the  people 
have  been  deceived  by  none  of  them  ; 
btit,  on  the  contrary,  these  contrivances 
have  tended  more,  perhaps,  than  any  thing 
else,  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  contri- 
vers. No  matter  what  set  has  been  in 
power,  the  Pitts,  the  Addingtons,  the 
Foxites,  the  Casilereaghs,  the  Perccvals  : 
it  has  still  been  the  same  with  respect  to 
him.  They  have  all  shewn  their  hatred 
of  him.  'I'hey  have  very  justly  described 
one  another  ;  they  have  said  of  one  an- 
other what  was  very  true  ;  but,  whenever 
the  object  has  been  foattackhim*  both  sides 
have  cordially  joined,  as  they  did  in  the 
case  of  the  accusation  against  Castlereagb 
and  Perceval,  charged  with  trafficking  in 
seats,  and  which  accusation  they  resolved, 
3 10  to  85,  not  to  hear. All  this  the  peo- 
ple have  noticed  ;  and  the  consequence 
is,  that  there  exists  an  almost  universal 
persuasion,  that  Sir  Francis  is  the  man  on 
whom  the  greatest,  reliance  ought  to  be 
placed  ;  a  persuasion,  that  he  is  the  na- 
tion's best  friend,  and  that,  were  it  not  for 
him,  the  people  would  be  treated  worse 
than  they  are ;  a  persuasion  too^  which  ia 

by  no  means  unjust.-^ And,  is  a   man 

like  this  to  be  put  down,  is  it  imagined, 
by  the  clamours  of  trading  anti-jacobins, 
now  united  with  feelosopheecal  Writers  to 
the  Signet  ?  The  patrons  and  disciples 
(for  they  are  both)  of  the  latter  may  be 
made  to  believe  that  this  is  possible;  but, 
I  imagine,  nobody  else,  in  the  whole 
kingdom,  can  b«  found  stupid  enough  to 
entertain  such  a  belief. 

I  shall  now  resume  the  history  of  tht 
MiUtdLry  Operations,  coimected  with  Sir 
Francis's  commitment  to,  the  Tower. 
I>uring  this  famous  campaign  there  was 
one  act,  which  must  be  recorded.  After 
the  main  body  of  the  army  had  marched 
«ff^  in  different  directions,  to  support  the 


Escort,  who  had  made  the  capture,  and 
who  were  conducting.  Sir  Francis  to  the 
Tower,  there  remained  a  body  of  horsd 
near  the  house  in  Piccadilly,  wh(  nee  l^dy 
Burdelt  and  some  of  her  family  werd 
taking  coach  to  go  to  some  other  house. 
When  her  ladyship  gdl  into  the  carriage, 
and  was  about  to  drive  off,  the  people 
rushed  forward,  took  the  horses  from  her 
carriage,  and  were  preparing  to  draw  her 
themselves.  But,  this  mark  of  honour 
they  were  prevented  from  shewing  her  by 
the  horse  sol,diers,  whose  commander  did, 
in  a  m\>st  gallant  manner,  make  a  charge 
upon  the  people  and  cause  them  to  retreat. 
This  is  a  matter  of  very  little  consequence 
in  itself;  but,  perhaps,  nothing  mor# 
clearly  shews  the  spite,  the  poor,  pitiful 
spite,  by  which  the  enemies  of  Sir  Francis 

were,  and  are,  animated. In  my   last, 

were  noticed,  and,  indeed,  inserted,  tha 
king's  Proclamation  and  the  secretary  of 
state's  Advertisement,  relating  to  certain 
a» lodged  shootings  at  and  soundings  of,  per- 
sons employed  by  the  magistrates.  Great 
rewards  were,  m  those  advertiseaoenta, 
offered  for  the  discovery  of  the  oflenders. 
Pive  hundred  pounds  in  every  instance. 
Welt  now  let  us  hear  a  fact,  on  the  other 
side. — "On  Saturday,  the  lUh  instant,  J^ 
"  Coroner's  inquest  was  held,  at  the  King'9 
"  Head,  James-street,  WeBtminster,  on  the 
"  body  of  James  Pledge,  who  died  in  the 
"  Westminster  Hospital  on  Friday  mprixing* 
"  in  consequence  of  a  wound  he  received, 
"  from  a  pistol,  on  Saturday  night,  7  th  of 
"  April,  shot  off  by  a,  soldier  of  the  Lif« 
"Guards.-— It  was  stated  in  evidence  by  a 
"  companion  of  the  deceased,  that  about 
"  half  pabt  ten  at  night,  he  and  .the  de- 
"  ceased  were  standing  peaceably  at  the 
"  top  of  Church-court  leading  into  Jer- 
"  myn-street,  when  two  gentlemen  ran 
*'  out  of  Piccadilly,  saying,  *'  the  aoldierg 
"  are  coming,"  and  ran  to  the  bottom  of 
"  the  court.  A  soldier  rode  by  the  top  of 
"  the  court,  but  turning  round,  on  seeing 
*'  the  people  there,  he  levelled  hi§  pistol 
'^  at  them,  and  shot  the  deceased,  \^  ho  wa3 
"  taken  to  the  Westminster  Ho'jpital,  and 
*'  cjied  on  Friday  morning.  Mr.  White* 
**  a  surgeon, gave  evidence  that  the  wound 
"  was  the  cause  of  the  deceased's  deaths 
"  The  Jury  returned  a  verdjrt  of  WIL- 
"FUL  MURDER  AGAINSt  A   LlFfi 

'*  GUARDSMAN  UNKNOWN.^' -^ 

Here,  then,  is  no  conjectures.  Here  it 
proof  of  a  MURDER  having  actually  been 
committed.  Hf  re  are  no  shootings  at  and 
tvomdin^s.    But,  1  hare,  as^et,  sewi  n* 
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advertisement  for  a  REWARD  for  disco-^ 
Tering  the  unknown  murderer.  The  mur- 
derer is  a  soldier,  to  be  sure  ;  but,  stiU  he 
is  a  murderer.  There  is  an  express  adver- 
tisement ofFering  a  reward  of  500  pounds 
for  discovering  the  person  wh9  shot  a  hole 
through  Ensyrn  Cowell's  hat.  But,  here 
we  have  proqfoiz  shot  being  fired  through 
a  man's  heart;  and  though  this  man  was 
a  bricklayer's  son,  he  had  parents  and  rela- 
tions to  leave  behind  him,  and  he  bad  a 
life  to  preserve  as  well  as  Ensign  Cowell. 
Why,  therefore,  I  should  be  glad  to  know, 
do  we  not  see  a  reward  offered  for  the 
di.scov«rii\g  o^tfus  murderer  ?  This  brick- 
layer's life  is  full  as  dear  to  the  commu- 
nity as  the  life  of  an  Ensign,  or  that  of  any 
of  the  Thitf 'Takers  ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall 
think  it  well  worthy  of  particular  notice, 
upon  a  future  occa^iion,  if  a  reward  should 
not  be  ofiered  it>r  the   discovery  of  the 

murderer. 1  shall  now,  before  I  proceed 

any  further  with  the  history  of  the  Cam' 
po^9  give  an  account  of  the  Proceedings 
qf  the  Electors  of  Westminster.  The  mo- 
ment their  member  was  committed  to  the 
Tower,  an'i,  indeed,  as  soon  as  the  Ho- 
nourable House  had  passed  the  Vote  for 
that  purpose,  the  Electors  of  Westminster 
published  their  intention  to  hold  a  meet- 
ing,- with  a  view  of  publicly  expressing 
their  sentiments  with  re^pe^t  to  what  had 

Eassed.— ^This  meeting  took  place,  as  was 
efore  mentioned,  on  Tuesday,  the  1 7th 
instant.  Aye,  here  it  was  that  Mr.  Pon- 
sonby  and  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Canning 
and  Mr.  Dudley  Ward  and  Mr.  Curwen 
might  have  seen,  ^whether  it  was  likely  for 
Sir  Francis  to  be  re-elected,  in  case  the  Ho- 
noun.ble  House  had  expelled  him  ;  in  case 
\ie  had  been  expelled  by  that  Honoura- 
ble House  who  would  not  inquire  into  the 
grounds  of  the  immortal  motion  of  the 
morhing  of  the  12th  of  May  in  the  Year  of 
Jubilee.  Here  it  was  that  they  might 
have  heard,  from  the  unanimous  shout  of 
forty  thousand  people,  what  was  the  public 

sentiment  with  respect  to  Sir  Francis. 

This  meeting  very  far  surpassed,  in  point 
of  numbers,  any  thing  ever  before  seen 
e>en  in  this  great  and  public-€piritf)d  city ; 
'  and,  the  result  shewed,  that>  when  the 
people  receive  no  insults  and  no  acts  of 
▼iolence,  no  violence  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  them.  These  forty  or  nfty 
thousand  peopfe  assembled  qnd  sepa- 
rated without  the  hair  of  any  one's 
head,  bein^  touched,  though,  the  very 
1)em  might,  perhaps,  make 
Jiair  stand  on  end.^^— — 


The  business  of  the  meeting  was  opened 
by  Mr.  Sturch,  who,  though  a  plain 
tradesman  in  the  city  of  Westminster, 
is  much  abler,  even  as  a  speaker,  than 
nine-tenths  of  those  that  one  hears  in  other 
places,  with  all  their  insolence  of  preten- 
sions. I  have  always  much  admired  thia 
Mr.  Sturch,  who  is  a  m4n  of  plain  sense, 
plain  manners,  and  plain  dress ;  meet  him 
m  whatever  country  ^ou  might,  yon 
would,  at  once,  know  him  for  aNtrue  Eng- 
lishman. Mr.  Wish  art,  who,  I  am  very 
glad  to  perceive,  seconded  Mr.  Storch, 
is  much  about  the  same  kind  of  man ; 
which,  indeed,  is  the  general  stamp  of  those 
men,  who  stand  forward  to  guide  the  po- 
pular feeling  in  Westminster,  and  any  one 
of  whom  is  worth  a  thousand  feelosophers 

from  Edinbro'. This  natioii  has  long 

enough  been  cajoled  and  cheated  by  trad^ 
ing  politicians  ;  but  these  *'  good  men 
"  and  true"  of  Westminster  have  not  only 
discovered  the  cheat,  but  ap|Hrar  to  have 
resolved  to  put  it. out  of  countenance. 
What  a  shame !  What  a  reproach  to  us, 
that  we  should  s(  em  to  acknowledge  that 
we  stand  in  need  of  the  wits  of  a  set  of 
half-starved  speculating  politicians,  to  be 
imported  from  Edinbro',  and  who,  if  welt 
sifted,  would  be  found  destitute  of  almost 
every  thing  but  roguery  and  impudence. 

-^ At  the  Meeting,  a  set  of  Resolutions 

was  first  passed  ;  and,  as  in  these  Reso* 
lutions  expressed,  that  a  Petition  and 
Remonstrance  should  be  presented  to  the 
Honourable  House,  and  also  that  an  Ad- 
dress should  be  presented  to  Sir  Francis, 
these  were  read-  at  the  Meeting,  and  I 
shall  now  insert  them  here,  beginning  with 

The  Resolutions. 

"  Resolved. — That  we  most  highly  ap- 
"  prove  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  Letter  to 
**  u^  his  Constituents,  the  subject  being  of 
"  the  utmost  importance,  and  the  arga- 
**  ment  incontrovertible. 

"  That  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  conduct  in 
«'  calling  upon  the  Civil  Power  for  the 
''  Protection  of  his  House  against  a  Mili- 
•'  tary  Force  was  dictated  by  prudence, 
*'  knowledge  of  and  confidence  in  the 
*'  Laws  of  his  Country. 

"  That  the  House  of  Commons  be  called 
"  upon  to  restore  to  us  our  beloved  Repre* 
**  sentatire)  and  to  co-operate  immediately 
''  with  him  in  his  endeavours  to  procure  a 
''fair  Representation  of  the  People  in 
*'  Parliament 

'« That  the  Petition  now  read,  be 
'*  adopted,  that  it  be  signed  by  the  High 
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"  Bailiff  and  Twenty-five  Electors^  and 
"  delivered  to  our  remaining  Representa- 
''  tive  the  Right  Honoarablt  Lord  Coch- 
*'  rane,  to  be  by  him  presented  to  the 
*'  Hoose  of  Commons. 

"  That  a  Letter  be  addressed  to  Sir 
*'  Francis  Burdett,  expressing 'Our  fall  and 
''entire  approbation  of  the  whole  and 
"  every  part  of  his  conducJt  as  a  Member 
"  of  Parliament. 

"  That  the  Letter  new  read,  be  adopted; 
**  that  it  be  signed  by  Electors  in  the  name 
"  of  this  Meeting,  and  that  the  High  Bai- 
"  liff  be  requested  to  present  the  same  to 
"  Sir  Francis  Bdrdett. 

"  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
**  given  to  our  worthy  Representative  the 
"  Right  Honourable  Lord  Cochrane,  for 
**  his  support  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  dur- 
"  ing  the  present  arduous  struggle. 

.  ''That  the  Thanks  of  this  Aleeting'  be 
"  given  to  those  Independent  Members  of 
"  the  House  of  Commons,  who  have  sup- 
"  ported  the  Righu  of  the  People. 

"  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
"  given  to  Arthur  Morris,  Esq.  Hi^h  Bai- 
"  lifi^  for  his  ready  compliance  with  the 
*'  Requisition  of  the  Electors,  and  for  his 
"  able  and  impartial  conduct  in  the  Chair. 

The  Rsiionsteanci. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the   Commons  qf  the 

• "  United  Kingdom  qf  Great  Britain  and 

"  Irdand  in  Parliament  assembled, 

"  Jhe  P^itien  and  Remonstrance  of  th.e 

"  Inhabitant  Householders,  Electors  of 

"  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Westmin- 

*'  ster,  assembled  in  New  Palace  Yard, 

"  the  17th  day  of  ApriW  1810,  by  the 

"  appointment  of  Arthur  Morris*  Esq,. 

"  High  Bailifi;  in  pursuance  of  a  re- 

"  quisition  for  that  purpose. 

"  We,   the    Inhabitant    Householders, 

"Electors  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of 

"  Westminster,  feel  most  sensibly  the  m- 

"  d;^;pity  ofiiered  to  this  City,  in  the  person 

"of  our  beloved   Representative,  whose 

"  Letter  to  os  has  fallen  under  the  ccnwre 

"  of  yoar  Honourable  House,  bat  wmch, 

"  to  far  from  deserving  that  censure,  ought, 

"  in  our  opinion,  to  have  led  your  Honour- 

"able  House  to  reconsider  the  subjisct 

"  which  he  had  so  ably,  legally,  and  con- 

**  stitutionally  discussed. —We  are  con- 

'"  vinced  that  no  one  ought  to  be  prosecu- 

"  tor  or  juror,  judge  or  executioner  in  his 

"  own  cause,  much  less  to  assume,  accu- 

"  mulate  and  exercise  all  those  offices  in 

"  his  own  person.— We  are  also  convinced, 

'^that   the  refusal  of  your  Honburable 


"  House  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
"  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr.  Perceval  (then 
".  two  of  his  Majesty^s  Ministers),  when 
"  distinctly  charged  with  the  Sale  qf  a  Seat 
"  in  your  Honourable  House,  evidence  of 
"  which  was  offered  at  the  Bar  by  a  Mem* 
"  ber  of  your  Honourable  House ;  and  • 
"  the  avowal  in  your  Honourable  House, 
"  '  that  such  practices  were  as  notorious  as 
*' '  the  sun  at  noon  day;*  practices,  at  the 
"  bare  mention  of  which,  the  Speaker  of 
"  yodr  Honourable  House  declared,  '  that 
"  '  war  ancestors  would  have  startled  with  m- 
**  *  dignation;'  and  the  committal  ot  Sir 
"Trancis  Burdett  to*  prison,  enforced  by 
*'  mi^tary  power,  are  circumstances  which 
"  render  evident  the  imperious  necessity 
"  pf  an  umnediate  Reform  in  the  Represen- 
"  tation  of  the  People. 

"We,  therefore,  most  earnestly  call 
"  upon  your  Honourable  House  to  re- 
"  store  to  us  our  Representative,  and, 
"  according  to  the  Notice  he  -has 
"  given,  to  take  the  state  of  the  Re- 
"  presentation  of  the  People  uito  your 
"  serious  consideration,  a  Reform  lA 
"  which  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  only 
"  means  of  preserving  the  Countiy 
*'from  military  despotitm" 

Tux  Address  to  Six  Francis. 

"  Sir — ^We  tiominated  you  to  be  our 
"  Reoresentative  without  your  knowledge, 
"  and  we  elected  you  witnout  your  inter-^ 
•*  ference.  We  were  confident  that  yoa 
"  would  perform  the  duties  of  a  Repre- 
'<  tentative  in  Parliament  with  ability  and 
"  fideli^.  la  every  respect  you  have  not 
"  only  Ailfilled  but  exceeded  o«r  expeo« 
"  tations.  We  derive  the  utmoit  satis&c* 
"  tion  from  having  pointed  out  to  the  na« 
"  tion  the  way  to  be  foirly  represented^ 
"  Had  it  been  possible,  that  our  exampk 
"  could  hare  been  followed  and  a  proper 
"Representation  thereby  produced,  th«' 
"  scenes  we  have  lately  witnessed  would 
"  not  have  disgraced  our  Country.—* 
"  We  understood  the  nobleness  or  your 
"  mind,  and  were  confident  that  you  would 
"  not  descend  to  barter  your  trust  for  a 
"  place  under  Government,  nor  he  the 
''  partisan  or  leader  of  thoee  who  support 
"  or  reject  measures  jus^  as  they  happen 
"  to  be  proposed  on  this  or  that  side  of 
"  the  House.— We  fejsl  the  indignity  that 
"  has  been  offered  to  you,  but  we  are  not 
^'  surprised  to  6od^  that  when  every  ex- 
''  cuse  is  made  for  public  delinqutnts»  that 
"  the  utmost  rigour  is  exercised  against 
"  him  who  pleads  for  the  Ancient  and 
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<«  ConsUluiiona]  Rights  of  the  People.r- 
"  You  nobly  siept  forward  in  defence  of  a 
**  felk>w  subject  unjimly  imprisoned,  and 
'*  you  questioned  with   great  ability  and 
'1  knowledge  of  the  kiWR,  the  warrant  is- 
'^  sued  upou  that  occasion ;  the  House  of 
'"  Commons  have    answered    your   argu- 
"  raent  by  breaking  into  your  House  with 
•'  a  Diiiitary  force,  seizing  your  Person, 
**  and  conveyiuff  you  by  a  large  body  of 
*'  ti-oups  to  the  Tower.— Your  distinction 
**  between  Privilege  and  Power  remains 
"  unaltered  :  the  Privileges  of  the  House 
"  ef  Commons  are  for  the  protection,  not 
"  for  the  de9truction  of  the  People. — We 
*^  have  resolved  tOrremoottratc  with  the 
"  House  of   Commons   on  the  .outrages 
**  committed  under  th^ir  orders^  and  to 
"  call  u|)on  them  to  restortD  you  to  yoer 
"  Seat  in  Pariiaitoent,  which  the  present 
"  state  of  the  Country  renders  more  than 
'•ever  necessary  for  the  furtherance  of 
'«  your  and  oar  object,  a  Reform  of  the 
*i  Representation  in  that  House.— While 
*'  so  many  Membei*s  are  collected  toge- 
'<  ther  by  means  '  which  it  is  not  neces- 
"  sary  fdr  «8  to    describe/   we  cannot 
"  but  entertain  the  greatest  apprehensions 
**  for  the  remainder  of  our  liberties ;  and 
*' tlie    employment  of  a  military   force 
*'  against  one  of  their'  own  body,  is  but  a 
*'  SM   pretfage  of  what  may  be  er pecied 
"  by  thoee*  who,  hke  y^,  have  the  cou- 
*'  rage  to  stand  forwiM  xvt  defence  of  the 
"  Rightfl  of  tbri  People.— \\  hen  we  re- 
'*  Hectton  your  g«ncjv>«s  exorlions  to  dfe- 
"  stroy  the  fcwrrors  tM  ^cxoi  and  solitary 
<*  cnn^u«tueut ;  to  mitigate  ^le  severity 
'<*f  punrskm'entin  iheafmy;  to  prevent 
'^-the  cashiering  of  its  bfflcers  ^without 
«<  catusii  assigned  ;  to  restore  for  the  com- 
'I'fart  of  the  worn  out  soldier,  the  public 
'^piToperly  conveyed  by  a  job  to  a  private 
'r  individual ;-  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
'*  the  barrack  system,  the  obvious  effect  of* 
*^  ^<rh  \p  to  separate  the  soldier  from  the 
'<  ^ktssm  ;  to  prevent  the  intrv)ductk>n  <>f 
*'  Ibreign  troops;  to  brine  to  fight  art  airo- 
*'  eious  actr  of  tyranny,  by  which  a  Bri- 
*'  tish  sailor  wm  left  to  perish  on  a  barren 
*'rock.;   and  oft>OTe  aU,  your  unremitted 
**  exe^ons  to  obtain  a  lull,  ikir  and  free 
"  R«pre6cntution  of  the  People  in  Parlia- 
*'  ment;  wh^n  we  reflect  on  the  firmness, 
*'  Va%  unshaken  constancy  which  you  have 
'Movariabiy  shewn  'in  evil  report  aAd 
♦•-good  report,'  we  are  eager  to  express 
"  tbe  seruiments  of  gratitude  and  attach- 
"  mem  to  you  with  which  we  are   im- 
"  pressed^  and  w«  are  eoBTiBctd  that  those 


"  sentiments  are  not  only  felt  by  the  In- 
"  habitants  of  this  City  but  by  every  per- 
"  son  throughout  the  land  who  is  not  in- 
"  tctcaied  in  the  continuance  of  public 
'*  abuses.  (Signed,  &c.  &c.y* 

Now,  are  not  the  Electors  of  Westmin- 
ster capable  of  managing  iheir  aftkntf 
without  the  aid  of  Writers  to  the  Signet  ? 
I  trust  that  other  cities  and  places  will 
lo^e  no  time  in  convincing  the  booby 
pupils  and  patrons  of  those  trading  Poli- 
ticians, that  the   people  of  this  kingdont 

have  spirit  as  well  as  understanding.- 

Lord  Cochuane  and  Mr.  Wabdle  at- 
tended the  Meeung,  an  1  both  of  them 
made  Speeches  of  con«iderable  lenj^th. 
His  lordship  particulily  dwelt  on,  and 
very  well  exp  >sed  the  coniiuct  of  the 
OUT  faction  in  rtprociching  the  ministers 
with  no*  having  broken  open  ki$  cai league's 
house  soon  (eftough.  To  be  sure,  this  cm^ht 
to  be  borne  in  mind.  K  most  clenrly 
shows,  th'\t,  in  their  hearts,  the  OUTiJ  have, 
all  along,  been  full  as  great,  if  i\  t  greatttr, 

enemies  of  Sir  Francis  than  the  INS. 

The  speeches  at  this  Meeting  arts  too  long 
to  be  inserted  here  ;  nor,  indee<l>  cau  1  in- 
sert any  one  of  them;  but,  there  is  one* 
passage  in  Mr.  W  a  rule's  Speerh,  which 
is  so  excellent  in  itself,  and  contains  so 
fine  an  exposure  of  a  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings <^  the  assailants  6f  Sir  Francis,  that 
I  must  insert  it.  He  said  that,  '^  In  the 
"  Argument,  addresi^ed  by  Sir  Francis 
*'  Burdett  to  his  Constitoenta,  there  was 
"  one  expression  that  had  been  pouch  in- 
"  sisted  upon  in  the  course  of  the  discus* 
*'  isions  upon  it,  as  most  offensive  and  '  li- 
*'  beHou**— it  was  that  passage  in  which 
*'  the  Speaker's  Warrant  was  described  as  a 
"  thing  SUI  GENERIS.  Now  in  ordef  to 
*'  shew  that  this  assertion  was  not  altogether 
"  80  unfounded  as  had  been  pretendea,  and 
''  as  nothing  hid  as  yet  been  said  ,  upou 
'*  that  part  of  the  subject,  except  in  the 
"  R€fto1utions>  he  would  take  the  liberty 
"  of  tf^spassing  upon  their  attention  for  a' 
"  fsfP  moments,  whil«  he  proceeded  to 
*'  trSlce  thfc  progress  of*  this  Warrant  from 
•*  the  tinje  of  its  being  issued  by  the 
*'  Speaker,  to  that  ^of  its  being  carried 
"  into  effect  It  appeared,  then,  that  the 
*'  Speaker,  after  having  drawn  up  hi$ 
"Warrant,  presented  it  to  the  Serjeant^' 
**  who  proceeded  to  execute  it ;  but,  on 
"  his  arrival  at  the  house  of  Sir  Francis, 
"  he  stumbles  upon  the  unforeseen  ob- 
''stacteof  a  closed  halMoor  [a  to^.] 
*'  How  was  this  formidable  barrier  to  be 
''disposed  of?    The  JSeijeaiit. looked  t^ 
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«  his  WariUflt  Jiiid  then  at  the  d«or,  and 
"  coald  make  nothing  of  either  :  he  foand 
''biiBBelfat  a  loss:  neither  more  nbr  less 
*'  than  what  they  calletl  pttzzicd;  and  as, 
''  in  saoh  casefi,  sage  advice  is  desi fable, 
"  he  turns  away  from  the  hall-door  and 
"  proceeds  to  consult  the  Speaker — and 
"  what  does  the  Speaker  ?  Why,  he  re- 
"  fers  to  the  VVftrraiu,  and  after  dne  de- 
"  liberation,  finds  himself  just  as  much 
"  puztifd  as  the  Serjeant  had  been  [o 
"  lau^  ;3  but  there  wai  to  be  another 
"puzzle.  The  Speaker  having  advised  the 
"  Serjeant  to  consult  the  Magistrates, 
"  away  goes  the  Serjeaitt  to  the  Bow- 
'*  street  Officers;  but  they  understood 
''  too  well  the  nature  of  a  legal  warrant  to 
*'  be  able  to  make  any  thing  of  an  instru- 
*'meUwith  which  they  were  so  wholly 
'^  rniacquainted  {Applmises,']  and  so  the 
*'  l^nw-strcet  Officers  being  as  much  /wa- 
*'  2fed,  as  either  the  Serjeant  or  the  Speaker 
"  himself,  refused  to  give  any  advice  at  all 
*»  upon  the  subject  (a  laugh ;)  they  un- 
'*  defstood  the  laws  of  th^  land,  but  they 
*'  did  not  pretend  to  the  knowledge  of  a 
*'  Speaker's  warrant.  But  there  was  .  to 
**  be  yet  another  pwzk  (a  iaagh,j  and  it 
^'  was  fated  that  this  all  potent  and  undis- 
"  puted  instrument  of  power,  that  had 
''  puzzled  the  Serjeant,  puzzled  the 
"  Speaker,  puzzled  the  Bow-street  Ma- 
"gistrat^,  and  puzzled  all  the  Thief 
"  Takers-  -great  and  small,  wa^  to  puz- 
"  zie  no  less  than  a  Cabinet  Council. 
"  (Laughter.)  The  Serjeant,  in  his  dis- 
"  tress,  turns  from  Bow-street  to  the  grave 
"  collected  wisdom  of  Downing-strcet, 
*'  where  all  "the  first  men  of  the  statfe,  the 
"  learned,  the  mighty,  and  the  wise,  were 
''  assembled  togerherin  Council,  the  Lord 
'*  High  Chancellor  himself,  and  to  crown 
'*  all,  the  unheard  (/talents  of  the  xvise  man 
"  qf  the  East.  (Bursts  qf  laugker,  with 
"cries  of  "  xve  know  him  vxU'*)  With 
**  all  this  accession  of  wisdom^  what  did 
'*  this  great  Council  of  State  in  order  to 
"  solve  the  puzzle  ?  Why,  they  resolved 
"  upon  calling  in  the  Attorney  General 
"to  help  them — (loughier,)  As  soon  as 
"  the  Cabinet  Council  had  resolved  them- 
"  selves  puzzled,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
*'  Exchequer  (himself  a  lawifer,)  advises 
*'  the  Serjeant  to  ask  advice  of  the  At- 
"  torney  General— just  as  all  the  others 
"  had,  after  grave  delibisrations^  advised 
"  him  to  tak5  advice  of  somebody  else. 
"  (Lattghter.)  Well,  then,  the  unfortunate 
'*  paper,  after  trav«lling  so  far  to  no  pur- 
^'  pose,  now  that  it  was  before  the  At- 


"  tomey  General,  might  be  thought  to  ht 
"  in  sight  of  land  (laughter.)  Accord- 
**  ingly  the  Attorney  General  bears  down 
"  upon  it  with  the  whole  weight  of  his 
"  legal  knowledge,  and  after  studying  and 
•*  deliberating/ and  revolvhig,  this  great 
''  Law  Officer  gives  it  as  his  opinion-  and 
"  advice,  that  the  Serjeant  should  lay  a 
"  state  of  the  case  before  him,  the  At- 
**  toi-ney  General.  (Laughter, J  So  much 
"  for  this  plain  and  explicit  piece  of  paper, 
"  so  paramount,  intelligible,  ^nd  indisput* 
**  able,  though  it  puzzled  the  Serjeant  who 
"  wasto  execute  it,  the  Speaker,  whoissuied 
**  it,  the  Civil  authority  thatwas  to  enforce 
"  it,  the  Privy  Council  that  sanctioned  it, 
"  and  the  Attorney  General  that  wag  to 
"  explain  it.  (Applauses,)  But,  after  puz- 
*'  zHng  so  many  there  remained  one  party 
"  yet  to  be  pozfeled,  and  that  was,  a  Bri^ 
*'  tish  Jury. — [Here  Mr.  Wardle  was  in- 
"  terrupted  by  the  repeated  acclamationa 
"  of  the  Electors.] — It  perhaps  remained 
"  for  %  British  Jury  to  shew,  if  not  what 
**  it  was,  for  that  might  be  impossible,  xahai 
'*  it  was  not.  (Applauses.)  And  yet  though 
'*  it  had  puzzled  the  Icnowledge  and  the 
"  wisdom  of  the  State,  it  was  A  LIBEL  to 
"  call  it  "  a  thing  sui  generis.^*  In  the 
*' name  of  common  sense,  what  was  it? 
"  He  would  not  quarrel  about  words,  but 
"  was4t,  or  was  it  not,  a  thing  that  nobody 
**  could  understand  ?  (Loud  .applauses.) 
«  If  it  was  usage,  why  ^ad  it  been  stated, 
"  upon  all  hands,  that  there  was  no  prece- 
"  dent  for  breaking  open  outer  doors  tQ 
'*  enforce  it?  And  if  it  was  Iqiw,  why  wer^ 
^  all  the  great  lawyers  at  such  a  stand  ? 
"Why  should  it  prove  such  a  stumblir^ 

*'  block  to  a  CrODcrment  qf  Lanju^ers  f'^ 

In  taking  our  leave  of  this  Meetmg ;  this 
admirable  display  of  public  good-sense 
and  public  spirit,  we  must  not  forget  to 
notice,  that  all  the  doors  and  avenues  to  the 
Honourable  Hwsey^ere,  unon  this  occasion, 
shut  and  barricadoed,  and  guarded  by  con- 
stables and  other  persons ;  and,  that  even 
the  members  were  notpemutted  to  go  in  at  the 
usual  entrance;  hut  were  obliged  to  go  a 
round- about-VHttf,  and  enter  at  a  bye  door. 
Why  all  these  precautions?  Of  what  and 
of  whom  could  the  Honoui^ble  House  be 
afiraid?  Surely  they  could  entertain  no 
suspicion,  that  the  people  would  attempt 
any  act%(f  violence  agaiMt  them  /  1 1  is  really 
surprising,  that  the  Honourable  House 
should  have  thought  these  precatttion» 
netessary.— At  any  rate,  the  precau- 
tions were  quite  unnecessary;  for,  as  in 
ail  former  cases,  where  tlJp  people  of 
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W^sUniDSter  have  not  been  attacked  or 
insulted,  not  the  smallest  mischief  hap- 
pened ;  and  this  forty  or  fifty  thousand 
f people  assembled  and  dispersed  with  as 
ittle  disorder,  and  with  as  little  indeco- 
rous behaviour,  as  the  Honourable  House 
itself.  During  the  whole  of  the  long-con- 
tested election  of  Sir  Francis,  not  ati  act 
of  violence  was  committed ;  and,  when 
he  was  chaired,  after  the  election,  though ^ 
there  were,  perhaps,  ha(f  a  miHion  of  peo- 
ple spectators  of  the  scene,  there  was  not 
even  the  most  trifling  accident.  The  rea- 
son was^  that  the  people*  were  not  driven 
and  squeezed  about  by  soldiers ;  that  they 
were  left  to  their  own  ^ood  sense  and 
mildness  of  disposition ;  that  the  lash  was 
not  shaken  over  them. — ^The  Petition  and 
Remonstrance  was,  from  the  Meeting,  ear- 
ned, at  once,  into  the  Honourable  House, 
and  there  presented  by  Lord  Cochban£, 
who  moved  to  have  it  laid  upon  the  table. 
This  was  not  much,  but,  even  to  this,  as  it 
is  reported  in  the  news-papers,  the  Ho- 
nourable  Mr.  Ward  objected.  I  shall  gjvc 
the  report  as  I  find   it  in  the  Mornmg 

Chronicle  of  the  18th  instant: "  The 

''  Honourable  Mr.  Ward  objected  to  this. 
^'  The  petition  even  in  point  of  form  was 
"  inadmissible,  in  as  much  as  it  was  en- 
«'  titled  "  A  Petition  laid  Hemonstrance,** 
*'  which  he  conceived  to  be  irregular. 
'*  At  any  rate,  the  expressions  in  the  body 
*'  of  the  petition  were  so  indecorous  and 
**  diirespec^l,  that  the  House  would  be 
*'/elo  de  se,  if  it  allowed  it  to  be  laid  on 

"the  table." What!    Verjr  good; 

but  I  beg  the  reader  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
this  Mr.  Ward  is  the  person,  who,  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  Session,  was 
chosen,  on  the  part  of  the  OUTS,  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  Address; or,  in  other 

words,  a  censure  upon  the  ministers. 

Here  is  another  instance  of  what  we  should 
have  had  to  expect  fi*oin  a  c/uuige  qf  minis- 
try, ^The  minister,  Mii.  Perceval,  com- 
plained of  the  language  of  the  Petition 
and  Remonstrance  ;  but,  did  not  oppose 
its  being  laid  upon  the -Uble.  So  that  Mr. 
Dudley  Ward  found  nobody  to  support 
him. There  was  a  very  curious  occur- 
rence during  the  meeting.  A  couple  of 
JTiieves  made  an  attempt  to  levy  money  in 
the  way  of  their  profession,  and,  bein^  de- 
tected, fled  with  great  speed ;  but  whither 

think  you  ? To  the  Honourable 

House ;  I  mean  to  the  lobby  of  the  House ; 
but,  all  the  usual  inlets  being,  as  was  stated 
before,  closed  and  fastened,  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  they  were  caught  by  their 


pursuers  at  the  door  leading  out  of  West- 
minster Hall,  where,  upon  stripping  them, 
J{fly  pounds,  or  thereabouts,  in  Bank  notes, 
were  found  under  one  of  their  neck-cloths. 
Their  hands  being  tied  together,  they 
were  marched  ofT  to  be  taken  before  ma- 
gistrates.  1  now  return  to  the  Military 

Operations  of  the  Campaign.— It  is  stated 
in  the  news-papers,  that,  amongst  the 
troops,  marched  up  to  London,  is  the  Cam- 
bridges/dre  militia,  under  the  command  of 

their  Cokmel,  Mr.  Charles  Yorke, On 

Monday,  the  16th  instant,  was  a  Grand 
Review  of  all  the  cavalry  regiments,  m 
Hyde  Park,  The  number  of  troops  in  and 
about  London  is  immense.  There  appears 
to  be  what  the  French  call  a  cordon  all 
round  the  metropolis.  On  Monday  I  saw 
foot  and  artillery  coming  down  from 
Hampstead.  Cannon  were,  at  one  time, 
placed  in  Lincoln's-Ion-Fields.  Great 
bodies  of  horse  have,  all  this  week^  been 
parading  the  streets  at  night;  and  the 
parks  and  squares  and  streets  all  about 
Westminster  seem  to  be  swarming  with 

troops  of  all  descriptions. ^The  Times 

news-paper  of  the  17ih  instant,  states^ 
that  during  the  sitting  of  the  1  Oth,  some  of 
the  Officers  of  the  regiment,  called  the 
Queen's  Bays,  appeared  in  the  Gallery  of 
the  Honourable  House,  dressed  in  their  uni* 
form,  add  that  the  Speaker  sent  the  Deputy- 
Serjeant  at  Arms  to  them, requesting  diem 
to  vvitbdraw,  informing  them,  at  ihe  same 
time,  that  the  Honourable  House  permitt- 
ed no  persons  except  their  own  members 
to  enter  any  part  of  the  House  in  militaiv 
uniform,  lest  it  might  be  supposed,  that  tic 
deliberations  xoere  cviT'Owed  ^  the  miiitary  .^ 

^This,  if  true,  is  very  curious  indeed. 

But,  these  gentlemen  could  not  possibly 
mean  any  onence ;  nor  could  they  sup- 
pose it  possible,  that  the '  Honourable 
House  had  any  jealousy  of  them.  They 
had  been  sent  for,  and  they  well  knew 
they  had  been  sent  for,  for  the  purpose  qf 
supporting  the  Honourable  House  qgainst 
some,  at  least,  qf  the  people.  That  is  to  say, 
for  the  purpose  of  causing  to  be  executed 
a  warrant,  issued  by  order  of  the  House : 
For  the  purpose  of  enforcing  obedience  to 
tile  orders  of  the  House,  which  orders  had 
been  resisted  (by  sir  Francis,  who,  it  was 
supposed,  was,  or  would  be,  supported  in 
that  resistance  by  the  people  in  such  num- 
bers as  to  overpower  the  peace  officers 
and  the  magistrates.  These  Gentlemen 
Dragoons  knew  very  well,  that  this  was 
the  cause,  for  which  they  had  been  march* 
td  op  to  London  ;   and^  thereforei  it  w»ft 
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utterly  impossible  for  them  t^  believe^ 
that,  after  tbey  had  successfully  encoun- 
tered the  resistance,  they  themselves 
could  be  looked  upon  with  an  eye  of  jea- 
lousy by  the  Honourable  House.  'Oh>  no ! 
And  jt  must  afiord  their  friends  in  the 
country  the  greatest  satisfaction  U>  hear, 
that  the  Honourable  House  sits  in  perfect 
security.  W  hy,  the  number  of  Ge/irro/ Cfi^- 
£crt,  novv  in  and  about  the  metropolis,  is,  I 
should  think,  little  short  of  three  dozen ; 
more,  very  likely,  than  Buonaparte  has 
within  twenty  miles  of  Paris,  though 
many  are,  doubtless,  assembled  there,  at 
this  moipent,  on  account  of  his  nuptials. 

' It  really  does  seem  a  little  hard  upon 

these  Gentlemen  of  the  Quern's  Bays  to  be 
thus  spokAi  of  in  the  news-papers,  when 
it  is  perfectly  notorious,  that  their  best 
efforts  had  been  used  in  support  of  the 
Honourable  House.  Having  come  up  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  the  Orders  of 
the  House,  what  could  be  more  natural 
than  their  desire  just  to  go  and  take  a  look 
at  the  members,  and  to  hear  them  a  little, 
esf^ecially  when  the  subjtfct  of  discussion 
was  so  immediately  connected  with  the 
order,  which  tbey  had  been  brought  to 
town'  to  cause  to  be  enforced  ?— The 
last  thing  that  I  shall  notice,  respecting 
the  Miiititry  Operations,  is  the  Secretary 
of  Sute's  circular  letter  of  Tlumks  to  the 

Volunteers, ^'Till  this  letter  issued,  the 

name  of  the  king  had  not  appeared  in  the 
struggle.  ^  This,  with  all  those  whom  I 
had  conversed  with,  was  a  subject  of  great 
satisfaction.  Nobody*  wished  to  see  the 
Idi^s  name  brought  forward.  The  struggle 
was  between  Sir  Francis  and  the  House,  and 
fvery  one  seemed  glad,  that  his  Majesty  and 
his  family  were,  in  no  wise,  implicated  in  it. 

^The  Secretary's  Letter  is  as  follow^  : 

—"Whitehall,  April  12,  1810.— -Sir; 
'*  Having  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
'^  metropolis  is  In  a  great  measure  restored 
"  to  its  usual  state  of  onJer  and  tranquil- 
''  lity,  I  lose  no  time  \tk  acquainting  you, 
''that  the  circumstances  which  lately 
*'  induced  his  Majesty  to  caU  for  the  assist- 
^  ance  of  the  Corps  under  your  commanc^ 
**  towards  the  preservation  of  the  peace, 
**  no  longer  make  it  necessary  that  they 
'^  should  remain  assembled. — It  affords 
*'  me  the  greatest  satisfaction,  to  commu- 
**  nicate  to  you,  at  the  same  time,  the  high 
"  sense  entertained  by  his  Majesty  of  the 
**  zeal  and  public  spirit  by  which  the 
*'  Members  ot  your  Corps  have  been  ac- 
**  taated  on  this  important  occasion,  and 
^  the  confident  persuasion  which  U  felt  ky 


"  his  Mqfesty,  that  the  same  degree  of 
"  alacrity  will  prevail  among  them,  should 
"  circumst^ces  make  it  necessary  to  call 
'*  again  for  their  exertions. — I  have  the 
**  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

••  humble  servant,  R.  Ryder." It  may 

be  the  mere  form  qf  qffice  to  say  this  in  the 
kiag^s  name ;  but,  I  am  sure,  that  every 
true  frijend  of  the  kingly  government, 
that  is  to  say,  every  true .  friend  of  the 
country >  must  regret  that  <  hat  name  was 
not  still  kept  out  of  sight.  Using  his  name 
thus  is  to  make  him  appear  as  ar^  active 
party,  in  an  a^ir,  in  which  it  is  manifest, 
that,  except  as  to  mere  form,  he  had  been 
no  party  at  all.  The  king  has  no  right, 
and  claims  no  right,  of  punishing  any .  of 
his  subjects  in  any  way  but  that  of  the 
usual  course  qflaw.  He  claims  no  protec- 
tion for  his  character  that  is  not  claimed 
and  enjoyed  by  every  one  of  his  subjects. 
If  he  be  libelled,  in  ever  so  gross  and  in- 
famous a  manner,  he  cannot  order  the  of- 
fender tp  prison,  nor  can  any  of  his  mi- 
nisters do  it.  Yet,  how  rarely  has  it-hap- 
pened^  that  he  has  betn  libelled  at  all; 
indeed,  how  rarely  has  it.  happened,  that 
he  has  been  calumniated,  or  spoken  ill  of^ 
by  any  writer !  Therefore,  his  name 
should  have  been  kept  out  of  the  whole  of 
this  quarrel,  which,  as  I  said  before,  is  a 
quarrel  between   the  Honourable  House 

and  Sir  Francis. S^ince,  however,  the 

Volunteers  have  been  thus  hoioted  up  to 
public  notice,  1  shall,  I  think,  be  excused 
tor  publishing  a  little  document  or  two  re- 
specting one  of  those  corps,  upon  which 
documents,  without  any  comment  of  mine, 
I  shall  leave  the  reader  to  form  his  opi- 
nion. What  I  am  goingto insert  are  little 
circular  invitations  from  Mr.  H.  Drum- 
mono,  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
Volunteers,  to  the  members  of  that  corps. 

"  Monday  Momu^,  8  o'clock, 
^th  April  \B\0. 
"Sir;— I  have  it  in  Command  yrom 
•*  Government  most  earnestly  and  most 
'*  particularly  to  request  your  Attendance 
"  in  Uniform  this  Evening  in  the  Orderly 
"Room,  at  six  o'clock;  and  to  remind 
«'  you,  that,  incase  (tf Non* Attendance,  I  am 
"  directed  to  give  in  your  nsane  to  the  Secre- 
"  tary  qf  State/' 

"  Orderly  Room,  Tuesday  Morning. 
*'  Sir ;— I  am  «orry  to  be  again  obliged, 
*'  by  the  earnest  desire  qf  the  Secretary  (f 
**  State,  to  request  your  Attendance  at  the 
"  Orderly  Room  this  evening,  at  six 
€t  o'clock  precisely. — I  must  also  beg  of 
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«  you  to  be  punctual,  as  it  is  of  importahce 
^  that  I  should  be  able  to  communicate 
"  earfy  the  numbers  that  Oavctnmcnt  may  dc- 
**  pend  upon  in  Aid  cfthe  CivU  Ftyuoer.^* 

"  Wednesday  Morning, 
WthAjmi  J 15 10. 
€t  Sir  ; — I  am  again  desired  by  the  Se- 
»'  cretary  of  State  to  request  your  Attend- 
**  ance  this  eTeniog  in  the  Orderly  Room 
*'  at  Five  o'clock :  And  I  am  also  required 
*'  to  deliver  in  the  Names  qf  all  who  belong  to 
*'  the  Corps,  specifying  such  as  attended  and 
"  such  as  did  not,  with  the  Reasons  for  said 
«'  Nan- Attendance, — I  hope  I  need  not  state 
**  haw  painful  it  will  be  to  me,  on  this  most 
**  urgent  Occasion,  not  to  represent  to  the 
<*  Secretary  of  State  that  the  Regiment,  in 
**  point  of  Numberi,  is  not  to  be  outdone 
"  m  their  zeal  and  exertionybr  the  Welfare 
**  qf  the  Community y  and  I  therefore  most 
"  earnestly  entreat  your  Attendance."—- 
I  shall  Teare  these  invitations  just  u  I 
find  them,  observing  only  that  1  send  tbe 
printed  tickets,  just  as  they  were  issued  by 

Mr.  Drummond. Nothing,    however, 

can  more  strongly  depict  the  anxiety  that 

f>revailedj  even  after  Sir  Francis  was  safely 
odged ,  in  the  Tower,  and  long  afler  all 
symptoms  of  commotion  had  ceased.  The 
mind,  here,  naturally  flies  back  to  the  cansc 
of  this  anxiety  $  but,  reflections  of  that 
kind  I  must  leave  to  the  reader,  while  I 
hasten  to  the  remaining  and  more  impor- 
tant part  of  py  proposed  observations. 

I  observed  at  the  out-set,  that  all  these 
struggles,  how^ever  important  they  may 
be  as  to  questions  of  law,  however  deeply 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  may 
be  involved  in  them,  are,  in  the   present 


cept  in  as  far  as  they  are  connected  with 
the  great  question  of  Parlimnentary  Re- 
form, from  the  want  of  which  it  is  my  firm 
opinion,  and,  I  believe,  the  opinion  of  a 
great  miyority  of  the  nation,  that  great 
part  of  pur  calamities  have  arisen;  And, 
this  being  my  opinion,  it  is  my  duty  to 
endeavour  to  explain  to  my  readers  what 
sort  qf  a  Reform  it  is  that  is  wished  for ; 
and  to  state  some,  at  least,  of  the  aehan* 
tages  which  would  arise  from  such  reform. 

With  re<ipect  to  the  first,  I  shall  have 
but  little  trouble,  having  merely  to  de- 
scribe the  Plan,  suggested  by  Sir  Francis, 
.  in  his  Speech  of  the  1 5th  tfJune  last,  when 
he  moved  a  Resolution  for  the  subject  be- 
ing taken  into  consideration  on  an  early 
day  during  this  present  Session.  But, 
here*  it  b  nectssary,  that  I  give  a  short 


history  of  tiiat  motion. Sir. Francis  had 

been  frequently  taunted  with  having  no 
Vlan  :  h6  had  been  asked  what  le  iimnted : 
lie  had  been  called  upon  for  sojneChing  spe- 
cfjk.  All  this  was  quite  out  of  the  usual 
course.  It  was  ^  sort -of  language  held  to 
no  other  man.  But,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
this  taunting,  he  told  th^  House,  at  last, 
that,  on  such  a  day,  he  would  make  a  spe- 
cific motion  upon  the  subject.     The  day 

came,   and what  ?     Why, 

there  was  not  a  house ;  the  benches  were 
empty !  There  remained  but  two  days  of  the 
Session,  the  last  of  which  was  no  day  at 
all  for  the  making  of  a  motion  of  this  sort, 
because  the  House  might,  at  any  moment, 
be  summoned  away,  by  three  r^ips,  to  ^he 
upper  House  to  hear  the  sentence  of  their 
prorogation.  iThc  next  day,  therefore, 
was  the  only  day  that  was  feU;  on  that 
day  thei*e  appeared  only  89  members  in 
the  House,  and,  in  all  likelihood,  there 
would  not  have  been  a  House  at  all,  had 
there  not  been  something  to  do,  for  which 

a  House  was   absolutely  necessary. 

Such  was  the  way,  in  which  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  important  and  long-called -for 
motion  was  treated.  No  very  flattering 
beginning;  nothing,  surely,  to  create 
much  hope,  that  the  Houses  Would  be  dis- 
posed seriously  to  take  the  matter  into 
consideration. 

The  sort  qf  Reform  that  we  want  is  mani- 
festly one,  which  will  restore  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  whole  kingdom  their  consti- 
tutional share  iti  the  government;  that 
will,  in  other  words,  give  to  every  man, 
paying  direct  taxes,  that  is  to  say,  to  every 
man  of  real  property,  in  fee  or  by  lease,  a 
voice  in  the  choosing  of  the  perM)ns,  who 


stat^  of  things,  of  little  consequence,  ex-^  are  to  impose  those  taxes,  to  cause  them 


to  be  levied,  and  to  dispose  of  them  when 
levied.  It  is  one  of  the  great  maxims  of 
our  Constitution,  indeed,  it  is  a  maxim  of 
our  laws,  and  is  dictated  by  reason  and. 
by  nature,  that  no  man  shall  be  taxed 
but  by  his  awn  consent.  The  Peers  give 
this  consent  each  for  himseff,  and  the  Com- 
mons by  their  Representatives.  But,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  lower  House,  can  it  be 
said,  that  the  people  give  their  consent  to  the 
taxes  that  are  laid  upon  them  ?  It  was 
declared,  in  a  Petition  presented  to  the 
House  in  179S,  by  Mr.  Grey  (now  Earl 
Grey)  that  307  members  were  put  into 
the  House  by  154  persons,  owners  and 
patrons  of  boroughs.  This  Was  not,  this 
is  not,  this  cannot  be,  denied.  But,  afler 
what  we  have  recently  seen,  why  need 
we  waste  our  time  upon  facts  b'ke  these  t 
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-. Well,  It  i?  notorious,  that  the  people 

of  tMis  kingdom  are  noi  so  represented  as 
to  tax  themselves.  The  causes,  which  have 
led  to  this  state  of  things,  hnve  been  often 
pointed  out.  They  are,  indeed,  well 
known  ;  and  we  feel  the  sad,  the  fatal  ef- 
fects.— r— How  (for  thi?  is  the  qjily  ques- 
tion th^t  remains)  ;  koiv,  then,  shall  we  go  to 
work  to  bring  ourselves  back  to  that  state, 
in  which  it  shall  be  trul}^  said,  that  we 
are  n^  taxed  without  our  own  consent  f  This 
is  the  question;  and  this  question  is  an- 
swered in  the  Plan  proposed  by  Sir  Fran- 
cis ;  the  oyit-line  of  which  plan  I  will  now 

state  in  nearly  his  own  words. '*  I. 

*'  Ttiat  all  male  inhabitants,  being  house- 
'*  holders,  subject  to  direct  taxation  insup- 
"  port  of  t'he  state,  church,  an4  poor,  be 
"  required   to  elect  members  to  serve  in 

"  parliament. II.    That  each  .  county 

**  be  subdivided  according  to  its  popula- 
*'  tion  ;  and  each  subdivision  required  to 
"  elect  one  representative.-^— III.  That 
•'  the  votes  be  taken  in  ^ach  paristi  by  the 
"  oarish-officers ;    and   all    the   elections 

"  finished  in  one  and  the  same  day. - 

"  IV.  That  the  parish  officers  make  the* 
"returns  to  the  Sheriff's  Court  to  be 
"  held  for  that  purposo,  at  stated  periods. 

" V.    That  Parliaments  be  brought 

'*  back  to  a  constitutional  duration.'* 

This,  as  the  reader  will  perceive,  is  a 
mere  out-lLne;  but,  here  are  all  the  great 
principles  provided  for.  Taxation  ^od 
RepreserUatdon  are  here  to  go  hand  in  hand. 
A  House  tlius  chosen  would  be  the  real 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  would  of 
course  act  for  their  good.  As  things  now 
stand,  a  fe-^  wretches  without  principle, 
without  property,  and  almost  without 
shirts  to  their  backs,  are  the  choosers,  no- 
minally, of  a  great  part  of  those,  who 
have  the  disposal  pf  our  money,  and  who 
have  th«  making  of  laws  to  govern  us. 
One  tenth  part  of  every  man  s  gross  in- 
come is  now  annually  taken  from  him  in 
one  single  tax ;  we  know  how  great  are 
the  difficulties  and  distresses  arising  from 
this,  add.ed  to  ail  the  other  burdens  laid 
upon  us.  And,  is  it  iu)t  reasonable  ;  sup- 
posing the  constitution  to  say  nothing  at 
all  about  the. matter;  is  it  not  reasonable 
that  those  who  pay  these  enormous  taxes, 
and  endure  the  privations  therefrom  aris- 
ing, should  choose  the  persons,  who  are  to 
watch  over  the  expenditure  qf  them  f  Gen- 
tlemen choase  their  own  stewards ;  mer- 
chants choose  their  own  factors ;  parishes 
choose  their  own  Church  Waitlens  and 
Oroncerst    all  companies  and   associa- 


tions choose  their  own  Treasurer ;  Indeed, 
the  contrary  would  be  so  absdrd,  that  the 
thing  requires  no  iliustratiou.  No  man, 
in  his  senses,  suffers  another  to  appoint 
persons  to  take  care  of  his  property.  If 
he  be  clearly  proved  to  be  insane,  then, 
indeed,  the  law  steps  in  and  appoints 
persons  to  manage  his  property  for  him  ; 
and,  really,  surrounding  nations  might 
well  believe,  that  the  Boroughmoneers 
had  sued  for  and  obtained  a  statute  of  lu- 
nacy against  this  taxed  and  insulted  na- 
tion.  As  to  the  manner  of  collecting 

the  sense  pf  this  people ;  the  mere  man- 
ner of  knowing  to  whom  they  wish  to 
confide  the  management  of  their  taxes, 
the  one  pointed  out  by.  Sir  Francis  ap- 
pears to  have  no  inconvenience  in  it.  It 
is  no  matter  how  you  get  at  this  sense,  so 
that  you  do  really  get  at  it.  Whethei*  it 
would  be  best  to  take  the  counties  as  they 
are,  and  let  every  voter  have  a  vote  for 
the  whole  number  of  memberfi,  or  to  sub- 
divide the  counties;  this  would  be  matter 
of  mere  regulation ;  and,  as  to  the  fair 
and  just  apportioning  of  the  members  to 
the  several  counties,  the  means  are  all  at 
hand,  are  ^11  ready  prepared  in  t^e  Re- 
turn OP  THE  Population  ;  so  that  it 
would  be  a  mere  qqestion  of  the  Rule  of 
Three  how  many  members  each  county 

should  elect. The  means  of  taking  the 

votes  are,  too,  all  ^l  hand.  The  Parish- 
Officers  know  every  man  iji  their  parish 
and  his  circumstances  so  well,  that  de- 
ception, even  if  ther&  were  any  teippta* 
tion  to  it,  would  be  next  to  impossible. 
No  oaths ;  none  of  those  odious  and  dis- 
gusting swearings,  which  now  so  disgrace 
evori  county  elections,  would  be  at  all 
necessary.  The  Parish-Officers,  on  the 
day  appointed,  would  be  Mthe  Church  with 
their  Polling  List  in  one  hand,  and  with 
their  Tax-I^t  in  the  other.  They  would 
only  have  to  see  that  each  voter's  naoM 
was  upon  the  latter,  and  tb^n  to  take 
down  his  vote.  At  night,  or  the  next 
day,  they  would  count  up  the  numb^n 
and  send  their  Return  to  the  Sheriff, 
who,  in  another  day,  would  make  up  the 
ger^eral  Return  for  the  county,  and  trans-t 
mit  it  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  oriwhoever 
else  ought  to  receive  it ;  and  thus  would  an 
election,  through  all  the  ktngclom>  take 
place  with  as  little  trouble  and  as  little 
nois^  as  the  annual  Easter  Tuesday  elec- 
tion of  Chqrch  Wardens  «nd  Overseers. 
There  would  be  none  of  that  vtllainouf  ottk- 
taking;  none  of  that  shaaneful  drunken- 
nesft  'f  none  of  thos^  bea§tly  scenes  where' 
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buman  nature  it  so  degraded  ;  we  should 
tee  no  hunks,  speculating  upon  politics, 
drenching  and  gorging  the  most  rascally 
part  of  the  community,  in  order  to  get  from 
them  the  sanction  to  plunder  the  honest 
and  indufttrious ;  we  should  see  no  petti- 
fogging Attornies,  gallopping  from  town 
to  town  and  from  house  to  house,  giving 
lessons  of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  that 
race,  even  more  detestable  than  these,  the 
ekctioTicertng  parsons,  would  disappear  from 
that'  earth  to  which  they  have  so  long 
been  a  p!ague  and  a  curse,  seeing  that 
benefices  in  the  Church  could  not,  in  fu- 
ture, be  the  recom pence  of  acts  directly 
violating  every  prmciple  of  Christianity. 
We  should  hear  none  of  those  lying  pro- 
mises, now  made  by  candidates  to  the 
voters ;  nor  witness  any  of  that  base  cajo- 
lery, used  upon  such  occasions ;  and,  which 
is  of  stilt  greater  consefjuence,  we  should 
hear  no  more  of  tha^  •bane  of  our  country, 
called  Parliamentary  Interest,  which, 
in  plain.  English,  means  this :  the  trucking 
qf  the  peaces  and  profits  under  government  fi>r 
votes  given  at  elections,  a  traffic  so  com- 
mon, and  so  little  thought  of,  that  we  even 
hear  people  boasting  that  they  carry  it  on. 
Is  it,  tht^n  any  wonder,  that  our  national 
afFairs  are  conducted  in  the  manner  that 
they  are  ?  Is  it  any  wonder,  that  we  fail 
in  our  Ex|ipdition8  ?  Is  it  any  wonder^^that 
so  much  imbecility  and  so  much  public- 
robbery  prevail  ?  Then,  again,  the  mis- 
chief which  this  hellish  Parliamentary 
Interest  does  amongst  the  people  is  enor- 
mous. How  many  families,  who,  had 
they  never  seen  the  face  of  a  parliament- 
ary specujator,  would  have  been  happy  in 
the  fruit  of  their  industry,  are  now  wasting 
away  in  poverty  and  expectancy  ? 

One  great  advantage  of  a  Reform  upon 
this  plan  would  be,  that  it  would,  at  once, 
sweep  away  all  those  Slualifications  and 
Disqualifications,  which  have  been  introdu- 
ced as  palliatives  of  a  vicious  system,  and 
which  produce  so  much  false^swearing 
and  so  many  other  detestable  acts.  Where 
is  the  man  so  much  of  a  miscreant  as 
not  to  be  able  to  get  what  is  called  a  ^MUi- 
JicatioH  to  serve  in  parliament,  as  the  prac- 
tice now  is  r  This  is  truly  abominable,  in 
the  face  of  so  many  laws.  But,  what  are 
the  taws  relating  to  elections  ?  Just  cal- 
culated to  bind  conscientious  men,  and  to 
secure  impunity  to  those,  whose  acts  shew, 

that  they  are  destitute  of  conscience. 

There  is  no  danger  that  men  without  pro- 
perty would  be  elected,  except  in  very  rare 
iostances.     We  ve  (old^  by  those  who  op- 


pose this  fiort  of  Reform,  that  we  should 
let  in  low  people,  men  ivitfumt  any  stake  in 

the  country This  is  a  pretty  impudent 

thing  to  tay.  Just. as  if  the  taking  of  the 
power  of  voting  out  of  the  ^lands  of  pot- 
wallopers  and  other  va^abondsj  who 
sell  their  votes,  and  restoring  that  power 
to  the  owners  an<I  occupiers  ol  the  land  and 
the  shops  and  the  principal,  houses;  just 
as  if  such  a  change  would  cause  low  men, 
men  without  estate,  to  be  elected  members. 
The  raggarauffins,  who  now  sell  their 
votes  to  the  5oroughmonger,  and  the  bo- 
ron ghmonger  who  resell^  them,  carry 
their  peijury  to  the  best  market.  They 
care  not  whether  the  purchaser  be  high  or 
low,  whether  he  have  a  real  estate  or  an 
unpassed  flemish  account,  whether  his 
purchase  money  be  his  own  or  belongs  in 
reality  to  the  public;  they  care  not  who 
or  what  he   is,  or  whether  he  come  from 

India  or  from  Hell. Would  it  be  thus; 

is  it  likely  that  it  would  be  thus;  nay,  is 
ii  possible,  that  it  could  be  thus,  if  the 
power  of  electioi)  was  restored  to  all  the 
owners  and  renters  of  the  land  and  the 
principal  houses,  shutting  out  those  who 
have,  m  fisict,  no  property,  and,  amongst 
them,  no  small  part  of  those  wretches, 
whose  bribed  voices  now  return  members 

•  to  p:  rliament  ?  I  ask,  is  this  possible  ? 

Looking,  for  instance,  towards  my  own 
home,  where  I  know  all  those,  vvho^  in 
case  of  such  Reform,  would  be  voters,  I  see 
none  who  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  vote 
for  a  low  or  worthless  man.  Such  voters, 
(who  would,  for  the  most  part,  consist  of 
the  yeomen,  the  fi^rmers,  and  the  trades- 
men) would  naturally  choose  gentlemen  qf 
fortune  and  of  good  character.  It  is  not  in 
nature  that  they  should  make  a  different' 
choice.  The  habits,  the  mind' of  men 
must  be  changed ;  we  must  suppose  all 
the  people  of  property  in  the  nation  to  be- 
come  possessed  of  a  desire  to  degrade 
themselves,  before  we  can  suppose,  that 
elections,  after  the  manner  proposed, 
would  not  produce  a  parliament  composed 
of  eentlcmen  of  estate,  of  good  character, 
and  fair  abilfties.  How,  then,  would  sach 
a  change  tend  to  the  predominance  of 
dtmoeracy  T  The  great  families  would  stiU 
have  their  influence,  but  would  be  unable 
to  buy  and  sell  the  people.  All  estate, 
all  wealth,  but  especially  all  real  estate, 
must  and  would  have  its  influence ;  and 
so  it  ought ;  but,  it  woukl  not  undermine 
and  corrupt— In  short,  it  is  a  most  pre- 
posterous notion  (a  notion  propagated  by 
knaves  for  the  purpose  of  scaring  fools) 
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that,  by  taking  the.  powet  of  electing  from 
tiie  worst  men  in  the  kinfi;dom  and  giving 
it  to  the  best  men  in  the  kingdom,  we 
should  be  in  danger  of  producing  a -^(i 
choice  qf  members,  such  a  choice  as  would 
directly  tend  to  the  overthrow  of  the  go- 
vernment.    Is  it  to  be  believed  ;  can  any 
man  bear  to  be  told,  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  property   in  England  are  not 
tooriky  to  be  trusted  f    Will  any  one  say, 
that  he   believes,  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  property  in  England,  a  majority 
of  those  A^ho  pay  to  Church  and  Poor, 
xcish  to  overturn  the  government  ?  No;  nei- 
ther Mr.  Windham  nor  his  new  friend  Mr. 
Yorke  will  say  this,  I  think.     Well,  then, 
if  they  do  not  wish  to  overturn  the  govern- 
ment, why  should  they  elect  stich  men  for 
representatives   as    would    overturn    it? 
Why  should  they  ? — It  is  useless  to  go  on. 
The  objection   has  been  hatched  by  cor- 
ruption, for  the  sake  of  deceiving  the  cre- 
dulous and  the  timid.     The  supposition, 
on  which    it  is  grounded,  is  impudently 
false,  those  who  start  it  being  Wfill  assured, 
that  the  proposed  Reform  would  restore  to 
the  throne  its  rightful  dignity  and  preroga- 
tives,   and-  womd  pul^  down  notning  but 
the  borough  monger  faction. 

Let  this  plan  be  adopted,  and  there 
would  be  no  need  of  any  of  those  harsh 
and  odious  disqtiolifications  that  now  exist. 
Supposing  Excise^Officers,  for  instance,  to 
be  necessary,  why  should  they  not  vote  as 
well  as  other  men  of  property  ?  Why  should 
ihey  be  shut  out ;  why  have  a  mark  of 
^pprobribm  thus  fixed  upon  them,  merely 
because  they  are  servants  of  the  public 
appointed  by  the  king  ?  But,  it  n  one  of 
the  corses  of  the  boroughmonger  system, 
the  seat-selling  sy^ero,  the  false-swearing 
system  ;  \%  is  ope  of  the  great  curses  of 
this  system,  that  its  notorious  frauds,  its 
flagrant  jrobberies,  its  unbearable  depre-. 
dations  upon  the  people,  make  us  look 
upoa  all  fSersons,  employed  under  the  go- 
vemmenty  as  our  enemies,  or,  at  least,  as 
hasping  an  interest  mimical  to  our  rights  and 
liberties;  and,  upon  this  truly  shocking  no- 
tion those  laws  have  been  made,  which 
shut  out£xcise  Officers  and  others  from 
Uie  pftle  of  elections.-^— All  these  exclu- 
sions would,  by  the  plan  in  contemplation, 
be  done  away  for  ever,  and  cordial  har- 
mooy  and  mutual  confidence  would,  after 
a  long,  long  suspension,  be  once  more  re- 
stored between  the  government  and  the 
people. 

}i  is  a  constant  trick  with  the  seat-traf- 
licking  crew  to  cry  out,  that  Reform 
would    endanger  the  kingly  government. 


They  are  a  body  unseen,  but  ever  active. 
The  wasting  of  the  public  money,  in  pen- 
sions and  sinecures,  of  which  we  so  often 
complain,  proceeds  from  them,  in  reality, 
and  not  from  the  king.  We  see  tlve  king^s 
minister  always  with  a  majority  at  his 
back ;  but,  that  majority  is  not  secured 
without  means. .  I  do  not  say*  that  it  is 
purchased  with  cash  upon  the  nail ;  that 
is  no  longer  the  fashion,  as  it  appears  to 
have  been  in  Ireland,  in  the  time  of  Swift, 
whose  poem  upon  the  subject,  I  have,  by 
way  of  shewing  how  men  wrote  about  par^ 
liaments  in  the  daya  qf  our  grmelfathers,  in- 
serted below :  no,  that  is  no  longer  the 
fashion ;  but,  it  is  notorious,  that  no  mi- 
nister can  keep  a  majority  without  mak- 
ing his  favour  circulate  amongst  those,  or, 
at  least,  the  relations  and  friends  of  those 

who  vote  with  him. And,  what  a  mi- 

iserable  thing  is  this  ?  What  a  life  must 
a  minister  lead,  surrounded  with  such 
''  friends  ?'*  Did  the  cares,  thus  created, 
leave  him  time  to  think  of  any  thing  else^ 
he  is  prevented  frotn  doing,  in  many 
cases,  what  he  would  do ;  and,  as  to  the 
king,  what,  short  of  an  influence  like  this 
could  ever  have  prevailed  upon  Ge6rgk 
III  to  set  his  hand  to  the  grant  to  Mrs, 
Fox  f  I  could  mention  many  other  acts  ; 
but  this,  I  think,  does  surpass  all  others. 
What !  King  George  the  Third,  in  his  old 
age,  grant  a  pension  to  the  very  highest 
amount  that  the  law  permits  him  to  go  ;  to 
put  his  hand  to  a  grant  of  such  a  pension  to 
Mrs.  Fox !  Is  there,  in  all  England,  one 
man  who  believes,  that  the  king  did  that 
SiCt  voltmtarily;  and  that  it  did  not  cost 
him  many  a  pang  ?  What  feelings  must 
those  men  have  had,  who  thrusted  such  a 
grant  under  his  hand  ;  and,  what  a  system 
must  that  be,  which  places  a  king  ifi  such 
a  predicament  ?  In  short,  I  think,  it  cannot 
be  doubted  ;  I  think  that  there  is  no  man 
ift  his  senses,  who  can  doubt,  that  the 
Reform  proposed  would  tend  not  less  to 
the  stability  of  the  throne  than  to  the 
happiness  of  the  people ;  and,  not  only  to 
the  dry  legal  stability,  but  to  the  digtiity 
and  high  feeling  of  the  king  and  his  fa* 
mily,  who  are  now  but  too  frequently 
confounded  with  those,  from  whom  they 
should  always  be  kept  distinct. 

I  have  not  time  to  extend  these  obser* 
vatioBs,  and,  it  would,  indeed,  be  of  little 
use  ;  for  the  bare  stating,  I  think,  of  Sir 
Francis's  Plan,  together  with  just  pointing 
out  some  of  its  effects,  must  be  quite  suffi- 
cient to  convince  any  reasonable  man, 
that  this  is  what  the  nation  now  stands  in 
netd  of  ^   an^,  that  ihfi  adp^tion  of  it, 
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without  loss  of  time,  is  necessary  to  pre- 
rent  the  catastrophe  predicUeci  by  Lord 
Chatham,  as  stated  in  one  of  the  passages, 
taken  for  a  motto  to  the  present  Nuqaber. 
Perverse  and  self-interested  men;  men, 
who  would  as  lief  ac«  their 'country  en- 
slaved from  without,  who  would  rather 
risk  that  event,  and  who  would  gladly  see 
a  military  despotism  established  within ; 
men,  who  would  take  either  of  these, 
sooner  than  yield  their  unjust  pretensions, 
will  spare  nothing,  of  course,  to  prevent 
the  adoption  of  a  measure,  like ,  that  now 
proposed,  and  to  misrepresent  the  motives 
and  to  blacken  the  character  of  all  those 
who  stand  forward  in  its  support.  But, 
still  it  must  come  ;  or  misery  unparallel- 
ed is  England's  doom.  I  have,  since  I 
last  came  to  town,  heard  a  person  or  twe 
observe,  with,  I  .thought,  feelings  of  satis- 
faction, that^  "  the  people  were  nothing 
"  agiiinst  the  9oldier§,"  Nothing  against 
the  soldiers  I  Wbat^  then,  is  it  supposed, 
that  the  government  of  England  is  to  be 
maintained,  and  by  military  force,  loo, 
agodnU  the  vnll  of  the  peoph  f  A  proposi- 
tion not  to  be  endured,  under  any  circum- 
stances ;  and,  what  shall  we  thmk  of  it, 
tlien,  when  applied  to  circumstances, 
wherein  **  the  representatives  qf  the  people'^ 
are  the  object  of  military  support  ?r^^- 
''  Nothing  against  the  soldiers'/'  It  is 
painful  to  me,  and  it  is  really  alarmioglo 
hear  observations  like  these  from  persons 

of  any  consequence. "  Nothing  !"  Do 

you  call  it  nothing  to  have  caused  all  |he 
Southern  and  Midland  counties  to  h  ave  been 
drained  of  troops  ?  Do  you  call  it  nothing 
to  have  caused  an  army  of  forty  or  fifty 
thousand  men  to  be  marched  to  London 
for  the  purpose  of  causing  an  order>of<'  the 
*'  representatioaqf  the  people''  to  be  obeyed. 

Do  you  call  this  nothing  f But,  1  would 

seriously  ask  these  persons,  whether  they 
think,  that  it  will  do  to  keep  a  military 
force  constantly  on  foot  for  the  support  of 
the  House  f  Whether  they  thhik,  chat 
such  a  thing  can  possibly  la>t,  for  any 

length  of  time? Well,  suppose  thv  m 

to  answer  in  the  affirmative ;  then  I  ask 
what  will  be  the  consequence,  in  case 
Buonaparte  should,  no  matter  wHere,etiect 
alandmg  in  this  kingdom?  What  will 
then  become  of  the  military  forcer-^ — 
And,  w9^  should  we  be  put  to  the  expence 
of  such  a  force  ?  Why  should  the  strug- 
gle between  the  House  and  thePeopie  be 
kept  up  ?  What  is  the  cause  f  Why 
should  not  harmony  be  restored ;  and  why 
should  not  the  House  regain  ^e  iovu  of 
thji  people  by  adopting  their  unanimous 


wishes  (as  far  as  they  are  not  tmrnediatelr 
interested  in  support  of  the  borough 
system)  for  a  Reform  ?  Not  a  mea- 
sure,) called  a "  Reform^"  but  which,  in 
fact,  would  be  no  more  than  a  measure 
for  legalizing  bribery  and  corruption; 
not  a  reform  that  shall  merely  regulate 
the  market  for  seats;  not  a. <* Reform," 
which  shall  make  us  purchase  the  fee 
simple  of  false  oaths,  the  venders  being 
aware  that  tbey  are  not  worth  two  years 
purchase ;  not  a  **  Reform"  that  shall 
make  any  sort  of  compromise  with  cor- 
ruption, and  especially  a  '^  Reform"  that 
shall  take  the  boroughs  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  nobility,  and  transfer  them  tathe 
ready-rhinoed  stock-jobbers :  no,  none  of 
these :  no  sham  ''  Reforms ;"  nothing  t» 
amuse  and  cajole  ;  nothing,  in  substance 
and  efi^ct,  short  of  the  proposition  of  Sir 
Francis.  And  why  should  we  not  have 
this  Reform  ?  Why  should  we  be  discussiiig 
the  question,  whether  the  House  ean,  or 
cannot,  he  maintahied,  far  a  permamnty,  by 
andUtwryJbrcef  Alas!  What  a  question 
is  this  for'  Englishmen  seriously  to  dis- 
cuss I  II  never  can  lon^  be  a  qoestioa. 
I  agree  petfoctly  in  the  cubing  sentiment 
of  the  Westminster  Bemt>nstywce,namely» 
''  thatna&Un^  bmi  m  B^fbrm  can  soioeus  firom 
*'  military  despotim;^'  kit,  I  witt  not  be- 
lieve, that>  with  all  the  good-sense  and  aM 
the  public  spirit  that  are  bow  so  visible  in 
the  people,  the  measvre  of  Reform  can 
possibly  fail*  I  look  forward  to  its  ac- 
complishment with  nearly  as  much  con- 
fidence as  I  look  forward  to  the  returti  of 
the  seasons.  I  see  fow  things  that  can 
retard  it,  and  nothing  by  which  it  can  be 
finally  prevented.  The  recent  occurrences 
have  not  created,  but  nJbrely  stra^^thened, 
the  general  wish  ibr  Reform ;  Reform 
is  the  object  which  alone  is  worthy  of  our 
a^ious  attention ;  and,  ii;!  all  ouc  endea- 
vours to  work  conviction  in  the  public 
mind,  we,  never  forsetting  the  Charopidn 
of  our  cause,  should  begin  and  end  with 
Sir  Francis  amd  Rcjporm.  ' 

W«.  COBBETT. 
Westminster,  IH^  April,  1810. 

P.  Si  19M  April.^^  have  just  triken  a 
glaiK  e  at  the  Debate  upon  Lord  Ossnl- 
ston*s  motion,  relating  to  the  murder  com- 
mirted  by  the  Life-Guards*  roan  (a  happy 
enr»u:^h  association  I)  J  and,.  I  see,  that 
ajotner  murder  has-  been  found  to  hare 
been  comiuitted  by  Jinothfjr'of  these  Lifh^ 
gwwden^  in  the  city ;  but,  on  tbes'- 1  must 
postpone  further  notice  till  my  ne^t. 
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Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Fiaeenth  Votame  of  Uie  above 
Work  is  in  the  Press,  and  will  be  publish- 
ed with  all  proper  dispatch.  All  Com- 
manications  will  be  carefully  attended  to ; 
but  it  is  particularly  requested  thattbey 
may  be  forwarded  as  early  as  possible. 


THE  SIXTH  VOLUME  OF 
COBBETT'S  . 

Parliamentary  History 

or 

ENGLAND, 

Comprising  the  Period  from  £he  Acces- 
sion of  Queen  Anne^  in  H02,  to  the  Ac- 
cession of  Sing  George  the  First,  i^  1714, 
is  ready  for  Delivery. 

*  t     ■    ■        -  ■      1  ■  II   t 
SWIFT'S 

CKaHaCTES,  l^ANBOYRIC,  IHD    DfiSCRXPtlOV 

OP  TtfE  Legion-Club.    1736. 
As  I  stnJi  the  city,  oft'  I 
See  a  boildt^g  laige  tnd  lofty. 
Not  a  how^$helJtvm  ike  ColUge  ;    ' 
Half  the  globe  from  tense  and  knowkdfe : 
By  tM  prodent  architect, 
PWd  againtt  the  Church  direct^ 
Haking  good  my  grand-dame^s  jest, 
*^  Near  the  church'^—yon  know  the  rcit 

Tell  no  what  the  pile  contains  f 
Ifaay  a  bead  diat  )ioid$  no  hraim* 
These  deliioniaos  let  me  dnh 
With  the  name  of  Legion-Chib. 
Stich  assemblies,  yoo  might  swear 
AXeet  when  butchers  bait  a  bear; 
Such  4  noise,  and  such  haranguiog. 
When  a  brother  thief  im  banging; 
Soch  a  root  and  such  a  rabble 
Run  to  hear  Jaek^pudding  gabble ; 
Stich  U  crowd  their  ordere  throws 
On  a  far  kit  HiUain'i  tune. 

Could  I  from  the  building^s  Ibp 
Hear  tha  rattling  thunder  drop. 
While  (he  devil  upbn  the  roof 
(If  the  devil  be  tlmndei^proof) 
Should  with  poker  iery  red 
Crack  the  stones, aod  melt Ifae  lead; 
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Drire  them  down  on  every  scull, 
While  the  dek  of  thietes  is  full ; 
Quite  destroy  the  harpies  nest; 
How  might  then  onr  isle  be  blest ! 
For  divines  allow,  that  God 
Sometimes  makes  the  devil  his  rod ;  * 
And  the  gospel  will  inform  us, 
He  can  punish  sins  enormous. 

Yet  should  Swift  endow  the  scboolS| 
For  his  lunatics  and  fools, 
With  a  rood  or  two  of  land  ; 
I  allow  the  pile  miy  stand. 
You  perhaps  will  asl  me,  Why  so  f 
But  it  is  ^jth  this  proviso : 
Since  the  bouse  b  like  to  last,  ^ 

Let  the  royal  grabt  be  pass'd, 
That  the  club  have  right  to  dwell 
Each  within  hb  proper  ccdl. 
With  a  passage  leif^  td  creep  hi. 
And  a  hole  above  for  peeping. 

Let  them  when  'tfley  once  get  In, 
Sell  the  nation  fir  A  ptn  ; 
While  diey  sit  a«^JcUng  straits. 
Let  them  rave  at  making  laws ; 
While  they  never  hold  their  tenguei 
Let  them  dabble  in  fheir  dan^ : 

a       •       •  ,     a       a        a 

Let  them,  ere  they  crack  a  loose. 
Call  for  th' Ord^  cfthe  Htmeej 
Let  them  with  their  gosling  quills, 
jScribble  senseless  heads  of  bills. 
We  may,  while  tbey  Strain  their  tfaroitli 
*Wipe  our  a^**s  with  Aeir  Votes, 
•        •        a       a        a        a 

Come  assist  me.  Muse  obedient  f 
Let  us  try  some  new  eipedtent; 
Shift  the  scene  for  half  an  bonr, 
Time  and  plaee  are  in  thy  power.  ' 

Thither,  gentle  Muse,  conduct  mt  $ 
I  shall  ask,  and  yoa  instruct  me. 

See,  the  Muse  unbars  the  gate  1 
Hark,  the  Monkeys,  how  they  prate  ( 

All  ye  gods  who  rde  the  soul ! 
Styx,  through  Hell  whose  vraters  loH;' 
XiSt  me  be  aQow'd  to  tell, 
What  I  heard  in  yonder  HeD. 

Near  the  door  an  entrance  gapes, 
Crowded  round  with  antic  shapes, 
Poverty,  and  Grief,  and  Can*, 
Causeless  Joy^  and  true  Despair; 
Dkcord  perimigg'dmith  snakee, 
See  the  dreadfisi  Mtkks  she  ttdccf  I 

U 
Vou  XVH— Prict  l: 
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By  this  odUmt  crew  beset^ 
I  began  to  .rage  mid  fret, 
And  resoiv*()  tu  break  their  pates^ 
Kre  we  entertd  at  the  gates : 
Had  not  Clio  in  the  nick 
WhisperM  uie,  "  tay  down  your  stick/' 
«•  Wlint,  '•  baid  !, «'  is  this  the  mad-house  Y* 
*•  These**  she  auswer^d  **  arc  but  shadows/' 
"  Phantoms  bodiless  and  vain, 
Empty  visions  of  the  brain." 
^  In  the  porch  Briareus  stands,  ,    , 
8  ho  VIS  a  bribe  in  all  his  hands ; 

♦     ,  •        ♦        •        • 
Wheti  the  rogues  their  country  fleece, 
They  mtty  hope  for  pence- a-piece, 

Clio,  w))o  had  been  so  wise 
To  put  on  a /(tors  disguise, 
T.)  bespeak  some  approbation, 
And  be  thought  a  uear  relation, 
When  she  saw  three  hundred  brutes 
All  inTulvM  in  wild  disputes, 
Roaring  till  their  lungs  were  speut^ 
Privilege  op  Parliament, 
Now  a  new  misfortune  feels, 
Dreading  to  be  laid  by  tb'  beels. 
Never  durst  a  Muse  before 
Enter  that  infernal  door  ; 
Clio,  stifled  with  the  smell, 
Into  spleen  and  vapours  fell, 
By  the  Stygian  steams  that  flew 
From  the  dire  infectious  crew. 
Not  the  stench  of  lake  Avernus 
Could  have  more  offended  her  oosc ; 
Had  she  flown  but  o*er  the  top 
She  Imd  felc  her  pinions  drop,. 
And  by  exhalatious  dire. 
Though  a  goddess,  mu5t  eipire« 
In  a  fright  she  crept  away ; 
Bravely  I  resolved  to  stay. 

When  I  saw  tlie  keeper  frowi^^ 
Tipping  him  with  half  a  crown, ' 
"  Now,"  said  I,  •*  we  are  alone. 
Name  your  heroes  one  hy  one.** 


How  I  want  thee,,  humourous  Hogarth ! 
Tfiou,  I  hear,  a  pleasant  rogue  art. 
Were  but  you  and  I  acquainted. 
Every  monster  should  l>e  painted  i 
You  should  try  your  graving- toois^ 

#B  this  ODIOUS  ^OBOUPB  OF  FOOLS  i 


Draw  the  beasts  u  I  describe  them 
From  their  features,  while  I  gihe  them.;. 
Draw  them  like ;  for-I  assure  you, 
You  will  need  do  car^  catura  ; 
Draw  them  so,  that  we  may  trace 
All  the  sool  in  every  face. 

Keeper,  I  mtist  now  retire, 
You  have  done  what  I  desire  r 
But  I  feel  my  spirits  spent  .     , 
With  the  noise,  the  sight,  the  scent. 
'*  Pray  be  patient;  you  shall  flud 
Half  the  best  are  still  behind : 
You  have  hardly  seen  a  scGire : 
I  can  shew  two  hundred  more.'' 
Keeper,  I  have  seen  enough. — 
'  Taking  then  a  pinch  of  suufl^, 
I  concluded,  looking  round  them, 
«  MAY  THEIR  GOD,  THE  DEVIL,  CON- 
FOUND  THEM !" 

^..  -     I ■  .  ■■      »  I.I  ■  aifc 

A  WORD  IN  BEHALF  OF 
MR.  GALE  JONES. 

Sir  ;  I  read  with  great  pleasure  and 
admiration,  in  one  of  your  Weekly  Re- 
gisters, the  very  able  and  learned  Argu* 
ment  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  against  tne 
power,  claimed  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
of  imprisoning  British  subjects,  that  ar« 
not  Members  of  their  own  body«  iox  pub* 
lishing  writings  that  pass  censures  oh  their 
proceedings,  and  which  they  therefore 
consider  s^s  Libels.  Tbe  reasonings  in  this 
Argument  appear  to  me  just  and  con- 
vincing, ancl  the  manner  of  expressing 
them  to  be  clear  and  methodical,  and  ac-<^ 
companied  with  all  the  elegance  of  laii> 
giiage  that  the  subject  will  admit  of:  in 
short,  I  consider  it  at  a  performance  that 
would  hare  done  honour  to  tbe  roost  emi- 
nent of  our  patriotic  lawyers  of  former 
times,  to  Mr.  Selden,  Sir  Matthew  Halew 
or  Lord  Chancellor  Somers.  And  I  hear- 
tily  wish  that  tbe  House  of  Commons 
would  adopt  the  doctrine  of  it,  and 
abandon  tne  odious  power  they  have 
hitherto  claimed,  and  sometimes,  though 
rarely,  exercised,  but  never  without  let* 
sening  that  confidence  and  affectioQ  be- 
tween them  and  tbe  body  of  the  people* 
which  is  the  great  foundation  of  their  dig- 
nity and  importance  in  the  State.  But»  as 
they  may  not,  perhaps,  be  disposed  to 
adopt  so  self-denying  a  conduct,  and  may- 
insist  upon  retaining  this  power,  I  be|^ 
leave  to  suggest^  on  the  behalf  of  Mr, 
Gale  Jones,  that,  upon  carefully  consider* 
ing  the  ofieiice  he  has  been  guilty  v^  m^ 
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publishing  a  placard  in  which  he  informs 
the  people,  "  that  by  clearing  the  Gallery 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  during  the  ex* 
amination  of  some  of  the  witnessed  con-^ 
cerning   the  Expedition    to  Walchcren, 
their  feelings  have  been  outraged  by  de- 
priving them  of  the  means  of  knowing,  in 
the  most  complete  and  satisfactory  man- 
ner, the    several  circumstances  given  in 
evidence   relating  to  that  Expedition;'' 
it  will  appear,  that  the  said  offence  is  not 
a  censure  on  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
only  upon  one  of  their  members,  namely, 
Mr.  C.  Yorke,  who  moved  the  House  to 
clear  the  Gallery,  agreeably  to  the  stand- 
ing order  of  the  House.  Now,  the  standing 
orders  of  the  House  cannot  be  opposed,  or 
brought  into  discussion,  on  a  sudden,  or 
without  a  formal  motion,  after  due  previous 
notice,  to  repeal  or  suspend  them  Qn.some 
particular  occasion ;  and,  therefore,  such 
of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
(of  whom,  no  doubt,  there  were  a  great 
number)  as  would  have  wished  the  Gal- 
lery not  to  be  cleared  on  that  occasion, 
were  not  at  liberty  to  oppose  Mr.  Yorke's 
motion  for  clearing  it.     And  this,  we  may 
well  suppose,  Mr.  Gale  Jones  knew.   And 
therefore  Mr.  Jones  cannot  be  supposed 
to  blame  those  members,  nor  any  of  the 
members,  for  not  doing  what  they  were 
not  at   liberty  to  do,  but  to  blame  him 
alone  who  was  the  cause  of  this  exclusion 
of  strangers  on  that  occasion,  that  is,  Mr. 
Charles  Yorke.  And  then  the  placard  must 
be  understood  to  have  the  same  meaning 
as  if  it  had  been  worded  in  the  following 
manner :    "  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  on  the 
-day  of  the  examination  of  those  witnesses 
concerDiag   the  Walcheren    Expedition, 
moved  the  House  of  Commons  to  dear 
the  Gallery  ;  (which,  being  agreeable  to 
the  Sumding  Order  of  the  House,  was 
necessarily  complied  with)  and  thereby 
he  has  outraged  tqe  feelings,  and  thwarted 
the  wishes,  of  the  people,  who  were  anxi- 
ously desirous  of  oeing  informed,  in  the 
nftoat  complete  manner,  of  all  the  circum<> 
stances  el  the  late  unfortunate  Expedition 
to  Walcheren.''    Now,  if  these  words  had 
been  published  in  the  placard,  or  in  a 
news-paper  on  the  next  day,  would  they 
(though  relating  only  to  xut  act  of  a  sin- 
gle  member  of  parliament,)  have  been 
considered  as  a  censure  of   the   whole 
House  of  Commons,  and  a  sufficient  ground 
for  the  exercise  of  their  high  power  of 
imprisonment  ?    If  they  would  not,  Mr. 
Gale  Jones  ought  not  to  have  been  im« 
Drisoned,  and  ought  now  to  be  discharged. 

A  CONSTANT  RbaDIR. 


LIBERTY  OF  THE  SUBJECT. 
Ibira  temporum  felicitas,  uUi  seatire  qu»  vtlis 
etquassentiasdicere  licet.  Tacit.  Hi$tA,U 

Sw.^  I  have  already  troubled  jreu  wHhf 
some  observations  in  respect  of  the  power 
exercised  by  the  House  of  Commons,  over 
the  Liberty  of  the  Subject ;  and  as  it  is  a 
question  ofthe  greatest  public  importance, 
and  there  appears  to  be  much  contrariety 
of  reasoning  upon  it,  I  perhaps  may  be 
excused  if  I  venture  to  ofier  some  further 
remarks.  In  perusing  the  arguments  of 
the  defenders  of  this  power,  I  have  .been 
much  astonished  with  the  comrse  thar^has 
been  pursued.  Precedents,  and  thcisc  ex- 
tracted from  the  very  worst  periods  of  our 
history,  have  been  brought  as  unanswer- 
able proofs  of  the  right  to.  exercise  the 
Privileges  claimed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  so  straightened  have  been  the 
advocates  for  power,  that  they-have  eveni 
cited  the  indecent  and  disgusting  fact,  of 
a  judge  (Berkley)  being  rudely  dragged 
from  the  justice  seat,  in  obedience  to  a 
mandate  of  the  representatives  ofthe  peo* 
pie.  I  am.  Sir,  of  very  difierent  sentt^ 
ments  from  the  gentlemen  -  who  triumph 
in  such  instances  of  power ;  I  should  have 
been  anxious  to  have  found  an  apology 
for  such  an  act  of  violence ;  £ar  would  it 
have  been  from  my  wish  to  have  given  it 
currency  by  quotation.  Are  ministers  so 
driven,  as  to  depend  for  support  on  an  oc« 
currence,  that  should  rather  seem  to  mark 
the  rode  decision  of  a  knot  of  savageiL. 
than  the  cool,  temperate,  and  enlightened 
judgment  of  the  great  council  of  a  nation, 
priding  itself  in  its  civiHsation  ?  I  shoidd 
nave  ur^d,  that  this  precedent  had  hapw 
pened  m  that  period  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  I,  when  popular  ferment  had 
fevered  the  public  mind.  I  should  have 
urged  this  excuse  for  an  act  of  arbitrary^ 
violence,  which  reason  laments,  and  power 
cannot  palliate.  Do  ministers  mean  t# 
say,  that  precedent  unsupported  by  prin-« 
ciple,  can  be  of  any  weight  with  areason^ 
able  mind  ?  that  if  an  act  be  tyrannical,  re- 
petition can  give  it  stability  and  make  it 
either  lawful  or  justifiable  ?  Would  not 
Proclamations  from  the  Crown  and  General 
Warrants,  which  had  precedents  innumc^ 
rable  in  their  favour,  have  been  defensi^ 
hie  apon  the  same  course  of  reasoning  ^ 
What  enormity  has  power  committ^  tha( 
cannot  be  found  to  be  allied  to  precedent  ? 
Is  it  not  then  v6ry  remarkable,  passing 
strange,  that  we  should  hear  nothing  of  print 
ciple  asserted  in  favour  of  thew  mysterious 
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privileges,  "  undefined  by  law  ;  unknown 
*'  to  the  subject ;  which  we  roust  not  ap- 
•*  proach  without  awfc,  nor  speak  of  without 
*^  reTet^ence,  {vhich  no  man  may  question, 
"  aad  to  which  all  men  must  submit*.'' 
Really  we  must  imagine,  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  lon^robe  cloud  not  a  little  their 
understandings  with  the  dust  that  accom- 
panies their  ponderous  folios  y^hen  t^ken 
from  the  bftttlements  where  this  artillery  of 
le^al  learning  is  depoarted^  What  iafa- 
Utatton  for  prectdeHt  mutt  cxiil,  when  the 
teigfts  of  the  Tudors  and  the  Stuarts  are 
ransacked  for  casta  to  justify  an  infringe- 
mcini  of  the  sabjectV  liberty  !  It  must 
have  bato  this  predilection  for  precedent, 
and  tetifl  disregard  of  principle^  that  in- 
duced a  very  enKghtetied  stbohir,  to  de- 
nominate the  l8Wyers»"doctissimurn  genus 
''  indo^lissimomm  hontinuvit*"  But,  Sir> 
as  I  condder  that  injustice  can  never  be 
jiKtified  bv  repetition^  nor  sanotifircd  by 
time,  I  shall  vehture  to  enlquire,  #hat 
Ihere  is  of  principle,  in  Ihef  Privflegtf 
elaiiied  by  the  Houaa  of  €ommonl.  In 
doing  this,  it  nay  nut  be  amiss  to  iiive«ti« 
gate  a  ht4^  the  natute  of  governlnedts, 
^md  the  pi<inci^les  upon  wfich  otir  orwor 
has  been  ^staUiehed.  M«n  is  naturally 
ambitious;  ambition  leads  to  power,' and 
ppwer  to  thd  u^orpai^ion  of  private  right. 
The  f  reat  object  therefore,  of  every  well 
CAnstctuted  stotte,  is  t6  limit  power  by 
certain  rules,  to  which  <he  rich  and  the  poot 
aire  equally  bound  to  confom^;  and  these 
«re  cidlad'^laT^s.  MontesqiUieu  siys,  **  ton- 
^  stents  expetieace  shews  as,  thai  every 
"  man  invested  with  power  is  apt  to  abuse 
^  it  f  he  pushes  on  till  h«  com^  to  sOAie- 
'^  thhijf  tAat  limits  him.     Is  H  not  strange, 

*  though  trde,"  commoea  this  able  writer, 

*  to  say,  tirat  virtue  itself  has  rietd  oi  li- 
•*  miu  r  to  prikvent  the  abuse  of  Power,  it 
•*  is  necessary',  tha^  by  the  very  disposi- 
"  tion  of  thttigs,  p6wer  she/nM  be  check 
•*  to  Power.'*  It  was  from  this  want  of  a 
check  to  Power,  that  all  the  ancient  go- 
vernments w«re  Irail  amd  fell  to  decay. 
The  RepuUics  of  old  \*efe  sacri^ed  to 
this  den^on,  Uncontrouled  Power,  who 
ftom  hourly  enlarging,  at  length  extended 
40  those  limits,  to  ySrh'tth  Montesquieu  al- 
kidea,  and  then  fell  a  victim  to  his  Q'Pvti 
enormity;  Cicero  foresaw  that  power 
Ibusi  be  cbeckedy  to  render  a  government 
just,  4nd  giveit  stabiliiy ;  and  he  fore^w 
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too,  that  that  could  only  be  the  coiise- 
quence  of  hovs  proceeding  from  the  union 
of  the  different  orders  of  the  community: 
*'  Statuo  esse  optima  constitutam  rempub- 
licaro,  quafe  ex  tribus  generibus  illis,  re- 
eali,  Optimo  et  populari,  mod  ice  con* 
fiisa^."  Tacitus  saw  the  efficacy  of  such 
a  government,  but  doubted  the  possibility 
of  its  existence.  What,  let  me  ask,  is  thte 
grand  object  of  a  government  so  contthuted  ? 
is^itnot,  that  the  public  good,  that  tfae 
common-weal,  shouhl  be  loured  by  the 
legist  possible  infringetnent  of  individual 
liberty?  and  how  can  that  be  effiicted, 
but  by  the  institution  of  known  laws  which 
notte  can  disobey  ^with  impunity.  "  A 
"  goveniment,"  says  Aristotle  *'  where  the 
v"  laws  alone  should  prevail,  would  be  the 
"  kingdom  of  God ;"  and  Livy  speaks  of 
those  glorious  times^  when  "  Imperia  le- 
gum  potentiora  fnerunt  quam  honunum  ;" 
when  the  laws  prevailed  ov^r  arbitrary 
power.  It  is  such  a  government  as  this, 
\^hich  affords  the  best  definitiori  of  po^ 
litical  liberty  )  and  difBcult  as  it  ep>- 
peared  to  the  ancients,  sueh  a  constitu- 
tion^ h«^  b^n  generally  considered  to 
be  the  beppy  lot  of  Britons.  '^  By  « 
"  fortunate  conjenction  of  tirci^mstanceff/* 
says  De  Lolme,  *'  by  the  assistance  of  d 
'^  iavourable  situation,  liberty  has  at  last 
*.'  b^en  able  to  erect  herself  a  temple.** 
Montesquieu,  after  noticing  that  Political 
Liberty  is  the  direct  end  of  the  Constkn-» 
tson  or  England,  proceeds  to  enquire,  in- 
what  that  Liberty  is  founded ;  and  he  ob-^ 
serves,  "  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject  is  s 
"  tranquillity  of  mind  arising^  from  the 
''  opinion  each  person  has  of  his  safety. 
'*  In  order  to  have  this  Libetty,  it  is  re« 
'*  quisite  the  government  be  so  constituted 
**  as  that  one  man  be  not  afraid  of  ano^ier. 
"  But«''  says  Montesquieu,  "  wben^  the 
"  legislative  ind  executive  powers  are 
**  united  in  the  same  person,  or  in  the 
'^  same  body  of  magistrates,  there  can  be 
*'  no  Liberty ;  because  apprehensioiia 
'^  may  arise^  lest  the  same  monarch  or 
*'  senate  should  enact  tyrannical  laws,  to 
^  execute  them  m  a  tyrannical  man^r; 
"  and  again,  there  is  no  liberty,  if  the 
"  judiciary  power  be  not  separated  frow 
"  the  legislative  and  executive.  Were  it 
"joined  with  the  legislative,  the  life  and 
*^  Liberty  of  the  Subject  woirid  be  exposed 
"  to  arbitrary  controul ;  for  the  judge 
«  would  then  be  the  legisiator.  Were  it 
"joined  to  the  executive  power,  tke  judge 
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''  might  behave  with  violence  and  oppres- 
"  «ion/'  After  laying  dowa  these  maxims, 
this  author  proceeds  to  shew  that  the  Eng* 
(isb  constitution  b  founded  on  the  strict 
observance  of  them.    "  The  basis  of  the 
*'  English  constitution/'  says  De  Lolme 
also,  "  the  capital  principle  on  which  all 
*'  others  depend,  is,  thatjegidlative  power 
"  belongs  to  parliament  alone  ;  that  is  to 
*'  say,  the  power  of  establishing  laws,  and 
*'  of  abrogating,  changing  or  explaining 
"  them.     The  constituent  parts  of  parlia- 
*'  ment  are  the  King,  the  House  of  Lords, 
"  and  tbe  House   of  Commons.''      And 
again,  he  says,  '*  that  all  the  laws  that 
*'  are   in   being,  arc   certainly  executed 
"  whenever  appealed  to,  ia  what  I  look 
^  upon  as  the  characteristic  and  undis- 
**  puted  advantage  of  the  English  const!- 
''  tution."    I  give  these  opinions  of  emi- 
nent writers,  which  some  readers  may 
possibly  think  superfluous,  because  I  ^m 
desirous,  that  in  discussing  the  privileges 
claimed  by  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
grand  and  fundamental  principles  of  our 
constitution  may  be  clearly  understood. 
It  may  be  easily  imagined,  that  ootwith- 
f  tanding  the  strong  features  of  our  conati- 
totion  may  have  been  known  before,  yet 
that  afier  the  Norman  Conquest  the  con-* 
atitutioo  must  have  been  found  in  a  smne- 
what  fluctuating  state ;  and  it  does  not  ap- 
|>ear  to  have  been  settled  on  a  firm  basis 
till  Magna  Charta,  that  grtat  outline  of 
the  Subjecta'  Liberty,  was  obtained  froiB 
King  John  \  and,  tmtil  a  House  of  Com- 
mons was  convened  in  the   subsequent 
reign  of  Henry  IIL  in  order  to  protect 
W^gna  Charta.     Then  it  was  that  the 
principles  of  our  conatitutipn  were  uroted  ^ 
iq  a  nrm  and  compact  system ;  then  it 
was  that,  according  to  the  maxim  of  Mon- 
lesouieu>  power  was  checked  by  power. 
$0  ieng  as  this  excellent  equilibrium  ahall 
be  preserved,  the  constitution  will  remain 
^tirt ;  but  whenever  one  of  the  consti- 
tuent parts  of  parliament  shall  exercise  a 
power  andefincd  by  the  laws,  and  inde* 
pendently  of  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
branches,  does  it  not  amount  to  a  mathe* 
maticfU  demonstration,  that  the  constitu- 
tion will  then  cease  to  exist.    The  great 
adyaota^s  therefore  resulting  ftook  our 
constitution,  consist  of  laws  being  made 
bv  the  union  of  all  the  constituent  branches 
01  parliament,  ant)  by  those  laws  being 
1piow»-4o  the  subyect,  and  being  uniform 
and  universal  in  their  operation.  It  is  true, 
that  the  grand  struggle  from  King  John 
to  the  Bevolotioa  hM  been  against  the 


prerogative  of  the  crown;  but  that  baa 
arisen  from  the  circumstance,  that  most 
attempts  at  exorbitant  |«awer  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  executive  branch.    In* 
deed,  wh^n  we  reflect,  that  it  is  iptmb 
more  probable  tha^  an  individual  should 
be  misled  than  a  body,  it  is  reasonable  to 
conclude,    that    greater    circumspection 
would   be  requisite  towards  the  crown» 
thaa    either    of    the    other    constitaent 
branches  of  parliament.     But  it  does  not 
follow,  that  a  body  of  mep  should  not  b^ 
guilty  of  excess  as  well  as  an  individual ; 
and  when  that  happens,  the  body  will  be 
as  much  the  object  of  jealousy  aa  the 
crown.    Swift,  who  was  w^U  acquainted 
with  human  nature,  says,  "^Q  endless  and 
''exorbitant  are  ihe  desires  of  men,  that 
"  they  will  ffrasp  ^t  ajl,  and  can  form  no 
"  scheme  oi  perfect  happiness  with  leas. 
"  It  is  hard  to  recollect  ope  folly,  uafir^ 
'f  mit^,  or  vice,  to  wjiiph  a  single  man  ia 
"  subjected,  and  frqpi)  which  a  body  of 
"  Commons,  collective  pr  representative^ 
''  can  be  wholly  exempt."    This  msJcea 
known  and  certain  laws  thp  pnly  guardian 
0^  political  liberty.     We  must  not  be 
i^ldious,  and  imagine  that  Machiavel 
libpls  the  dignity  eif  man,  when  he  9ay4« 
''  ]^en  9jr^  nevjsr  gy^od  but  through  neces^ 
'*  sjty,  and  that  laws  opUy  can  make  tbea 
"  good/'    As.  Aur  fM  regards  politicalso- 
ciety^  Machia.yer#  pbservation  is  sound* 
and  Junius  very  forcibly  illustrated  it, 
wb^  b^  said,  aat  ''  laws  are.  intended* 
''  not  to  tru^t  tp  what  men  will  dQ>  bat  to 
'f  gu^i  against  what  they  m»y  do/'  The 
gmif)  ilitimfitum  thereibrf  of  .tbi»  English 
constitution  is  the  Liberty  of  the  Sa^ecjfc, 
flowing  fropa  equal  laws,  the  oApring  of 
ajoftt  equilibriam  in  thp  three  branchep 
of  parliament ;  and  which  I  ci^nnot  better 
e^emplify;»  tban  in  the  words  of  the  author 
of  Reflections  on  the  Rise  and  Fall  nf  the 
Appient  Republics  *•  *'  The  equitable  in* 
"  t^nt  of  oar  lawa/'  sa;rs  this  author,  ^'  is 
^f  plainly  calculated,  like  those  of  Solon* 
'f  to  preserve  the  Liberty  and  Property  of 
'f  every  individual   in  the  community ; 
'*  and  to  restraia  alike  the  richest  pr  the 
"  poorest,  the  greatest  or  the  meanest, 
"  from  domg  or  sufifiuring  wrong  from  each 
''other,    l^ia  is  the  wise  and  salutary 
"  plan  of  power  established  at  the  Revo- 
"  lution.    Would  we  always  adhere  atea- 
'*  dily  to  this  plan,  and  presecvie  the  just 
''  equilibrium,  as  delivered  down  to  us  by 
"  our  great  ancestors,    our    constitution 

*  Edward  Wortley  Montagu. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^»3 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— L?Pfr(^  qfthe  Subject. 


[620 


*  would  remain  firm  and  unshaken  to  the 
*'  end  of  time."  Having  i^hortly  enquired 
into  the  princi|j*est  of^bur  constitution,  I 
ahall  next  proceed  lb  consider,  how  for 
the  Privileges  claimed  by  tlie  House  of 
Commons  are  in  conformity  or  in  opposi- 
tion to  those  principles.  Tfe«  House  of 
Commons,  m  asserting  their  right  to  be 
the  sole  Judges  of  their  Privileges,  assume, 
I  contend,  the  power  ofmaking  u  law  inde- 
pendently of  the  other  constituent  parts  of 
government.  For  these  Privileges  are  not 
to  be  discovered  in  any  written  code ;  nei- 
ther can  they  be  founded  on  imprescripta- 
ble  usage;  because,  although  the  words  in 
MagnaCharta  *'  per  legem  terra" should  be 
considered  to  relate  to  usages  and  customs 
then  in  existence,  they  cannot  apply  to 
what  arose  posterior  to  the  Charter  ;  and 
the  House  of  Commous  was  indubitably 
of  a  subsequent  period*.  But  there  is 
another  very  cogent  reason  why  these 
Privileges  cannot  exist  either  in  written 
law  or  usage,  viz.  that  they  are  not  de- 
fined ;  the  House  of  Commons  assume  that 
thev  are  undefined;  and  many  of  the 
Judges  who  have  supported  the  House  at 
flifierent  times  in  the  exercise  of  these 
Privileges  have  declared  them  to  be  un- 
definable.  Now  it  must  be  evident  that 
mo  usage  or  custom  can  be  set  up  for  the' 
exercise  of  what  is  not  within  the  boun- 
Atxy  of  definition  ;  for  that  would  be  to 
establish  a  custom  for  arbitrary  power, 
which  is  contrary  to  common  sense,  and 
in  direct  violation  of  the  fundamental 
maxims  of  our  Constitution,  as  I  have  be- 
fore shewn.  The  House  of  Commons 
therefore  claim  the  right  of  making  laws 
of  their  distinct  authority  ;  for  as  to  call- 
,iiig  undefined  Privileges  the  Law  of  Par- 
liament, that  seems  far  abav«  any  ordinary 
understanding  to  comprehend ;  for  if  it 
be  law,  it  must  have  bounds ;  it  must  have 
known  limits ;  and  what  has  limits  may 
be  exceeded.  But  who  is  to  jud^fe  whe- 
ther the  Privileges  claimed,  exceed  those 
boundaries  or  not  ?  Are  those  who  diaim 
the  Privileges  to  be  the  sole  Judges.  If 
they  are,  let  any  man  define  arbitrary 
power;  and  if  he  can  find  a  shade  t)f  dif- 
terence  between  that  and  these  Privileges, 
let  him  point  it  out,  for  I  am  unable  to 
discern  the  least  distinction.  The  Hou^e 
of  Commons  then,  1  assert,  claim  a  right, 
which,  upon  the  principles  of  the  constjtu- 
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tion,  should  solely  belong  to  the  three 
estates  collectively.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons; further  assuit^e  the  right  of  deter- 
mining what  shall  be  a  breach  of  such 
Privileges.  Here  then  they  take  upon 
themselves  a  judicial  power,  which  upon 
the  principles  of  the  constitution  is  in- 
vested in  ine  judges  alone*  But  the  House 
Imve  not  yt^t,  it  seems,  gone  ftir  enough  ; 
they  also  insist  on  inflicting  punishment 
for  the  offence.  Here  then  they  assume 
what  the  constitution  contemplates  as  be- 
ing invested  in  the  executive  power.  It 
appears  therefore,  without  any  sophistry, 
that  the  House  of  Commons  do  unques- 
tionably assume  the  legislative,  the  judi- 
cial, and  the  executive  powers  lo  be  con- 
ceytrated  in  themselves.  Now  let  us  hear 
what  that  able  and  admirable  \iTiter  Moo- 
tesquieu  says  upon  this  state  of  things. 
"  When  the  legislative  and  executive 
**  powers  are  united  in  the  same  person, 
"  or  in  the  same  body  of  magistrates, 
«*  there  can  be  no  lil)erty ;  because  ap- 
"  prehensions  may  arise,  lest  the  same 
"  monarch  or  senate,  or  the  same  senate, 
"  should  enact  tyrannical  laws,  to  execute 
"  them  in  a  tyrannical  manner.  Again, 
*'  there  is  no  Liberty,  if  the  power  of 
"  judging  be  not  separated  from  the  leg is- 
"  lative  and  executive  powers;  were  it 
*'  joined  with  the  legislative,  the  life  and 
"  liberty  of  the  citizens  would  be  exposed 
**  to  arbitrary  coniroul ;  for  the  Judge 
*'  would  then  be  legislator :  and  were  it 
"  joined  to  the  execuuve  power,  the  Judge 
*'  might  behave  with  all  the  violence  of 
"  an  oppressor."  Montesquieu  has  pretty 
plainly  described  the  mischiefs  arising 
fi*om  this  union'  of  power,  in  one  and  the 
same  body  ;  but  this  does  not  nwet  the  evil 
of  the  concentration  of  the  three  powers, 
which  I  have  before  observed  the  House  of 
Commons  consider  as  comprehended  in 
their  privileges.  The  following  observa- 
tion, however,  of  Montesquieu  will  ex- 
actly apply  to  it.  He  says,  *' There 
**  would  be  an  end  of  every  thing  (tma 
**  ttroit  perdu)  were  the  same  man,  or  the 
^*  same  t>ody,  whether  of  princes,  or  of  the 
''  nobles,  or  of  the  people,  to  exercise 
**  these  three  powei^ ;  that  of  eoacting, 
*'  that  of  executing  the  public  resolutions* 
*'  and  that  of  judgmg  the  crimes  of  indivi- 
"  duals."  It  might  be  considered,  with 
good  crounds  perhaps,  that  I  had  gone  far 
enouf^  to  establish  a  tolerably  solid  case 
a^inst  the  le^^lity,  or  (in  compliance 
with  the  distinction  used  by  sir  S.  Romilly), 
against  the  jutti^ablcness  of  the  House  of 
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Commons  *,  in  their  detention  of  a  Britifiti 
rabject  in  pnson,  by  virtve  of  their  own 
mandate ;  but  I  will  proceed  a  little  farther 
and  enquire  somewhat  into  the  precedents, 
which  nave  been  quoted  as  establishing 
the  ri^t  of  the  Hoase  of  Commons  to  the 
exercise  of  these  extraonJinary  Privi- 
leges, as  well  as  into  the  assertion  which 
has  been  made,  of  its  being  esiiential  to 
the  existence  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  such  Privileges  should  belong  to  it. 
With  respect  to  Precedents,  whether  they 
are  collected  from  the  sera  of  the  Tudors 
or  the  Stuarts ;  whether  firom  the  best  or 
worst  periods  of  our  history,  I  am  unable 
to  ascertain  how  they  can  weigh  one  fea* 
ther  in  the  scale,  if  found  to  be  in  oppo- 
sition to  principle.  In  order  to  see  what 
considerable  dependence  should  be  placed 
intbedic^aor  legal  decisions  of  Judges 
in  former  periods,  .it  may  not  be  consi- 
dered irrelevant,  to  give  an  anecdote  or 
two  of  the  penetration  and  sa^city  of 
those  lawyers  d>out  two  centuries  ago. 
Lord  Clarendon  gives  two  instances  of  in- 
fallible judgments  during  the  great  fire  of 
London :  The  Mayor,  it  seems,  proposed 
to  pull  down  a  house  in  order  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  fire,  but  was  opposed  by 
the  Lawyers  who  adjudged  the  act  to  be 
unlawful ;  and  the  house  viras  accordingly 
burnt  without  being  pulled  down.  Near 
the  same  time,  it  was  proposed  to  break 
open  some  houses  in  the  Temple  to  save 
the  furniture,  the  owners  being  in  the 
country  ;  but  it  was  declared  burglary  to 
force  open  a  door  without  consent  of  the 
possessor.  I  presume  these  must  have  been 
kgal  opinions,  founded  too  on  some  whole- 
some precedents;  some  elaborate  judg- 
ments of  most  erudite  judges.  But  what 
shall  be  said  to  the  doctrine  of  a  luminary 
of  the  law,  who.  has  discoursed  most 
learnedly  on  the  jurisdiction  of  parliament 
(by  which  word  however  I  submit  none 
can  fairly  interpret,  as  meaning  either 
branch  of  the  legislature  separately)  I 
mean  that  oracle,  S\v.  Matthew  Hale; 
thatmnd  source  of  legal  discoveries.  In 
his  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  he  lavs  it  down, 
that  if  a  man  shooting  at  a  wild  pidgeon, 

•  *  The  word  'justifiable'  as  used  by  sir 
Samuel  Romilly  in  contradistinction  to 
'  legal'  does  not  seem  well  founded.  What 
the  House  has  done,  is  either  constitu- 
tional or  not;  and  what  is  constitutional 
is  legal ;  what  unconstitutioBal  illsgaf. 
Vide  Pftley,  Moral  and  Polit.  Ecoaomy. 
2  vol.  203,  Id  Edit 


happen   unfortunately  to  kill  his  neigh- 
bour, it  Is  in  the  English   law  e^Tcusable 
homicide ;  because  the  shooting  an  ani- 
mal that  is  no  man's  pro[>ertv  n  a  lawful 
act:  (this  is  very  sublime)  but,  "if  '.he 
aim  be  at  a  lame  fowl    for  afi)usement, 
which   is   a  trespass  on  the   property  of 
another,  the  death  of  the  man  is  man- 
slaughter.    If  the  fame  fowl  be  shot  in 
order  to  be  stolen,  it  is  murder,  by  rvnson 
of  the  felonious  intent ;"  fmnj  th'  -  .i  con- 
clusion is  Hrawn,  which  is  iheacmd  of  the 
most  exa'ted  reasoning,  viz.  thnt,  if  a  man 
endeavouiing  to  kill  another,  misses   bis 
blow,  and  happeneth  to  kill  himseh,  he  is 
in  judgment  of  law  guilty- — jui'ty  of  what 
—of  wilful  and  deliberate  self-murder- 
wilful  and  deliberate  self  murder,  though 
he   confe^edly    meant    and    deliberated 
no  such  thing.    Really  this  reasoning  is 
awful ;  it  quite  astounds  the  weak  facul- 
ties of  ordinary  men,  and  forces  them  in' a 
an  admiration  of  the  venerable  and   vast 
intelligence  of  the  oracles  of  the  law,  and 
ministers  of  even-handed  justice  of  former 
times.    When  these  luminaries  are  found 
in  formidable  folios,  guarded  and  clothed 
with  the  respectable  dust  of  antiquity,  to 
defend  undefined   privileges,  what   man 
ought  to  lift  up  bis  head,  and  venture  to 
ask  about  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion ! ! !  It  will  not,  I  think,  notwithsund- 
ing,  be  considered  quite  out  of  the  way, 
if  1  leave  these  more  remote  judicial  au- 
thorities, hwvever  respectable,  to  legal  an- 
tiquaries, and  descend  to  a  more  recent 
case  of  a  judge,  who  at>pears  to  have  pos- 
sessed the  extraordmary  versatility  of  de- 
termining one  way  in  his  closet,  whidh 
he  h.inded  to  the  world   in   ttie   form  of 
Commentaries,  and  of  deciding  in  another 
when  his  theories  were  called  into  prac- 
tice ;  I  mean  Sir  W.  Blackstone.     This, 
judge,  in  the  Case  of  Brass  Crosby,  says, 
"  All  courts,  by  which  I  mean  to'  include 
"  the  two  Houses  of  Parrmmcnt  and  the 
*' Courts  of  Westminster  Hall,  can  have 
"no   contnul    in  matters  of   contempt.- 
"  The  sole  adjodicatioaof  contempts,  and 
"  the  punishment  thereof,  in  anv  manner, 
"  belongs  excluMvely,  and  without  inter-, 
*'  ference,  ,to  eacb  respective  courV     In- 
"  finite  confusion  and  disorder  w«uld  fol- 
"  low,  if  courts  could,  by  writs  of  Habeas 
"  Corpus,  examine    and    determine    the 
"  contempts  of  others."    For  a  judge  who 
had    hailed   the  suppression  of  the  Star 
Chamber,  and  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
as  blessings  which  restored  the  land-marks 
of  the  constituttoa,  whereby  the  liberty 
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oi*  the  Subject  was  gloriously  eatablUlMid 
against  unjustifiable  attacks  of  pawer; 
that  this  judge  sbou1d>  in  direct  opposition 
to  his  Commentaries,  deliberately  adjudge 
that  the  Courts  of  Parliament  and  West- 
minster Hall  have  the  sole  power  over 
contempts/  and  that  the  <  punishment 
thereof  in  any  manner  belonged  exclu- 
sively and  without  interference  to  each 
court,  seems  so  'extraordinary^  that  it 
leaves  but  the  choice  of  this  alternative, 
that  either  the  head  or  the  heart  of  Sir 
William  had  greatly  degenerated.  If  the 
iD09t  inveterate  enemy  of  slavery,  were  to 
select  for  abhorrence  a  trait  of  Eastern 
despotism^  what  one  more  reroliing 
could  he  select  to  an  English  mind,  than 
that  there  existed  a  rule,  thai  those  who 
^ere  appointed  to  administer  justice, 
ahould,  when  offended  themselves,  inflict 
without  controul  what  punishment  they 
chose  on  the  offenders?  Could  anything 
more  absurd  be  insisted  on  to  9ny  mind 
imbued  with  the  smallest  conception  of 
the  attributes  of  justice.  Sir  W.  Black- 
stone  has  however  so  declared  th^  right  of 
the  judges  of  England— he  has  dope  far 
worse ;  he  has  ventured  to  depominate 
this  arbitrary  power,  law.  For  the  of- 
fended to  judge  of  the  injury,  apd  inflict 
what  punishment  they  ^please,  ia  law. 
Despotic  power  then  is  law— most  refined 
and  pure  too  this  law  must  be,  for  it  is 
especially  for  the  guidance  of  those  who 
administer  justice,  under  the  most  difficult 
and  delicate  of  all  possible  circumstances, 
that,  where  they  are  themselves  the  in- 
terested parties.^  Shall  we  ever  again 
find  an  advocate  for  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  cite  this  doctrine 
of  Sir  W.  Blackstone  as  law?  '^  It  blurs 
the  face  of  modesty''  but  to  recall  the 
i^ase  to  one's  memory.  But  perhaps  we 
ipay  have  some  ingenious  special  pleader 
gravely  telling  us,  that  it  is  a  contempt 
of  court  ef  which  Sir  W.  Blackstone 
weaks,  and  that  it  is  the  court,  and  not 
tne  judge  that  is  oflended.  The  naked 
walls  of  Westminster  Hall,  no  doubt,  that 
are  offended.  What  if  his  present  ma- 
jesty ware  to  possess,  as  the  chief  estate, 
such  a  power,  would  it  be  the  less  de- 
spotic, that  when  he  inflicted  voluntary 
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*  It  should  seem  a  strange  anomaly,  if 
a  centerapt  should  be  puoTshable  at  the 
pleasure  of  a  court,  and  that  the  greatest 
crime  the  law  contemplates,  high  treason 
against  the  state,  should  ba  left  for  the 
dacisioaofajuryv, 


punisbtnaD^  he  should  day  it  iras  Imt  am 
offence  against  the  state  of  whioh  he  was 
oal^  the  representative ;  could  that  reason 
us  into  the  opinion  that  such  an  arbiirary 
act  was  justice?  but  Sir  W.  Blackstone 
has  founded  his  decision,  it  may  perhaps 
be  said,  on  solid  grounds  which  be  has 
sutcd ;  for  besav%  "  lufiaite  confosion  aad 
"  disorder  would  follow,  if  courts  conk), 
"  by  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  examine. and 
"  determine  the  contempts  of  othcfs." 
Now  let  us  see  what  this  confusioii>  what 
this  diaorder  is,  that  would  be  the  conse* 
quenoa  of  divesting  courts,  (suppoang 
them  for  a  moaieBtto  possess  it)  of  this 
arbitrary  power,  iar  on  that  the  jadga  is 
silent.  And  this  leads  me  to  enquire, 
first,  what  is  acontempt  of  court?  Itake 
erer^  act  which  intempts  or  preveats  the 
adminisiratioo  of  justice  to  be  a  coateoipt 
of  the  couit  where  spch  a  consequence 
takes  place.  And  T  take  contempt  of 
court  in  its  fair,  legitimate  iaterpretaiien, 
to  meaa  no  more :  nor  can  any  other  case 
arise,  as  I  conceive,  where  summary  atp> 
tachment  can  be  necessary.  If  I  were  to 
assert  that  the  laws  in  every  court  of 
justice  ia  this  kingdom  (which  I  however, 
verily  believe  not  to  be  the  case)  are 
corruptly,  administered,  I  apprehend 
his  Majesty's  Attorney  General  would 
file  an  Information,  ex  qfikio,  against  ma ; 
but  would  it  be  contendled  that  each  court 
might  proceed  by  the  siunmary  process  of 
attachment,  and  commit  me,  without  any 
information  being  exhibited  ?  And  why 
is  not  this  libel,  it  may  be  said,  by  bring- 
ing the  administration  of  justice  mto  dts* 
repute,  as  much  a  contempt  of  court  as 
any  other  ?  I  answer,  because  the  proceed- 
ings of  no  court  are  thereby  prevented 
or  interrupted ;  and  for  that  reason  a  sum- 
mary power  becomes  unnecessary.  The 
ground  of  summary  commitment,  I  take 
to  be,  that  every  interruption  of  justice  is 
a  breach  of  the  peace,  for  which  the  of- 
fender is  punishable ;  and  to  answer  the 
offence,  the  commitment  of  the  ofiender 
becomes  necessary.  The  same  power  is 
invested  in  an  ordinary  magistrate,  who 
if  he  personally  see  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
has  the  right  oY  committal.  Now  in  this 
way,  the  summary  proceeding  of  attach- 
ing the  person  appears  ifiteUigible;  but 
carry  it  fartlier,  and  insist  on  the  right  of 
the  judge  or  magistrate  to  inflict  arbitrary 
punishment,  and  the  power  becomes  quite 
absurd^  and  devoid  of  all  reason.-^Whea 
the  judge  commits  for  the  contempt,  why 
would  it  occasion  iofinite  disorder,  if  smh 
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tb«r  couci  coold  iot»rfefe  by  Habe«»  Cor- 
pus, and  aacerUin  (lllda4}w^^  ^  punish- 
neot  doe  lo  the  crime  ?   If  it  to  be  appre* 
bended  that  no  other  court  would  decide 
jusUyi  but  the  court  where  the  offence 
originated  ?^ — that  indeed  would,  be  a  libel 
OP  justice— what  if  the  offender  thoqld  be 
puilished  only  with  such  severity  for  this 
brMeh  of  the  peace,  that  he  should  contu^ 
Dkftciously  eflbid  Again  ^    Would  not  the 
judge  ag«in  commit  him/ and  would  not 
aay  other  court  just  as  well  consider  the 
^Igrayated  crime^  aa  tlie  judge  who  had 
been  a  aecoad  tine  offended  i    I  am  quite 
usable,  to  discover  the  confusion  that  would 
fblkiwin  thncese.  On  the  contrary  the  con- 
Terse  of  theae  proceeditups,  aa  maintained 
by  Bkdulone, if  it  leadoot  to  coidiision, 
it  OTertums  at  least  all  the  barriers  of  po- 
litick liberty,  and  subyerts  the  very  ends 
ol  justice.    uonsideriM  the  admn^le  Es- 
says on  the  l^aws  and  Conatilution  of  Eng- 
land, whieb  have  been  sp  exquisitely  com- 
piled by  Sir  William  Blackstooe  under 
the  title  of  Commentaries  I  should  pro- 
pose aa  a  tribute  of  gratitude  for  so  yaliia- 
bk  a  performance,  th^  the  Case  of  Brass 
Croaby  be  for  etef  obliterated  firoin  the 
ImH  Reporta;  that  the  memoiy  of  that 
able  man  m^y  no  longer  be  disgraced, 
inth  so  weak,  so  fe^le  a  performance,  as 
his  decision  and  reasoning  there  exhibit. 
Mow,  Bkr,  with  respect  to  the  House  of 
CommoBfli  it  will  be  seen  in  Judge  Black- 
stone's  decision,  (beyond  which,  I  appre- 
hend, the  most  strenuous  advocate  for  ar- 
bitrary power  will  not  advance,)  that  that 
HcmsQ  is  aaumilated  in  point  of  power  in 
eommitmenta,  to  the  courts  of  Westmin- 
ster Hall.     l%eir  powers  in  cases  of  con- 
tempt appear  to  be  co-eqnal.    Now  if  the 
courts  of  Westminster  Hall  hai^  no  such 
power  a$  that  contended  for  by  the  House 
of^Hoiunons,  I  mei^n  the  pow^  of  punish* 
iag  ed  Ubihrn^  anid  that  they  cannot^  1 
think  must  be  unque^onable  to  eyery 
reasonabks  man,  why  then  it  follows  the 
Hous^of  Commons  cannot  have  it;   for 
the  power  of  that  Housie  is  said  to  be  i^na- 
logons  to  that  of  the  Courts  of  Record. 
But  I  think  it  will  appear  clear  that  the 
House  of  Commons,  without  adoptingsuch 
analogy,  does  not  possess  the  power  of 
punismng  for  contempts.    Mr.  Fox,  whose 
Knowledge  must  have  been  considerable 
upon  this    constitutional  and  impdrtant 
4^uestioo,  in  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitrry  pub- 
lished lately  in  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
asseru^  that  the  House  of  Commpns,  clear- 
ly cannot  impiiaon  fof  n  txfx^t  certaioi  nor 


impose  a  finer;  and  I  understand  this  pro-, 
position  stands  conceded  by  the  House  at 
this  moment.  Now  this  I  consider  to  be 
a  most  important  circumstance  in  the  rea« 
soning  on  the  Privileges  of  the  House,  and 
which  on  due  attention  will  determine  tho 
question,  if  the  House  have  the  sole  right 
of  judgine  of  a  contempt,  and  of  punishing 
the  ofiender,  how  does  it  happen  that  the 
Commons  cannot  commit  for  any  definite 
time,  or  impose  any  fine  ?  I  should  very 
much  wish  any  gentleman  to  shew  me  the- 
Oonsistoncy  in  the  right  claimed,  and  the 
restriction  admitted ;  how  they  can  oa 
any  possible  view  be  made  to  accord : 
how  they  can  co-exist.  I  do  not  expect  a 
satisfactory  answer  which  can  justify  the 
privilege  claimed ;  but  I  will  venture  to 
point  out  a  mode  of  reatening  resulting 
from  the  restriction  which  I  think  will  he 
satisfoctory,  and  tvbich  strongly  tends  lo 
establish  the  proposition  that  the  Com- 
mons are  di«Abled  firom  inflicting  punish- 
ment The  power  of  commitment  for  any 
thing  which  mtorrupts  the  proceedings  ia 
the  House  of  Commons,  is  what  I  have  no 
objection  to  concede ;  it  seems  reasonable, 
and  what  ought  to  be  inherent  in  every 
Court,  House,  or  Assembly  of  legitimate 
authority.  But  this  committal  is,  I  con- 
tend, not  as  a  punishment,  but  only  as  a 
necessary  preliminary  to  judicial  investi* 
gation.  Now  the  restriction  from  com- 
mitments for  a  definite  period,  and  the  as- 
sessment of  a  fine,  most  clearly  evidenco 
the  accuracy  of  what  I  have  state^l. 
For  when  we  consider  for  a  moment^ 
we  shall  find  the  distinction  between 
commitment  and  commitment  for  a  At^ 
terminate  period,  however  limited  the 
latter,  though  it  were  only  for  an  hour« 
to  be  founded  on  totally  diiforent-princi* 
pies.  The  latter,  or  commitmem  finr  a 
time  certain,  presupposes  an  offence,  the 
extent  and  delinquency  of  which  has  been 
ascertained;  the  limited  time  of  impri- 
sonment being  the  punishment  adequate 
to  the  crime.  For  there  is  no  other  prin* 
ciple  for  confining  a  man  for  a  day  and 
then  liberating  him,  but  that  of  pu-  ' 
nishment.  It  must  be  the  latter,  or  ab« 
solute  despotiso^.  The  fine  certainly 
admits  of  the  same  reasoning,  and  leads 
to  the  same  conclusion.  It  must  be 
either  a  legal  infliction  of  punishment,  or 
it  must  he  arbitrary  power«  But  the 
House  of  Commons,  I  submit,  cannot 
punish,  because  they  are  not  a  Court  of 
Judicature;  for  they  cannot  examine 
upon  oath,  one  of  the  iadispenwible  &»» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6871 


POUTICAL  REGISTER.— LOerQf  ffike  &Afeei. 


[OK 


tures  of  such  a  court ;  and  because  if 
they  were  a  Court  of  Judicature^  they 
could  not  judicially  investigate  an  offence 
committed  against  themselyes,  and  award 
a  punishment  due  to  the  crime.  If  this 
be  denied^  let  it  be  pointed  out  upon 
>iirhat  principle  of  common  sense  the 
House  is  restricted  from  inflicting  de- 
finite imprisonment,  or  imposing  a  fine. 
It  will  not  be  said  the  House  is  restrained 
firom  the  former  power,  because  if  a 
definite  period  of  Imprisonment  were 
awarded,  the  House  might  be  dissolved 
before  the  time  expired,  and  that  their 
powers  would  cease  to  exist.  This  would 
be  an  absurd  answer,  because  it  would 
just  as  strongly  apply  against  the  pu- 
nishment awarded  by  a  Juage,  who  might 
before  the  expiration  or  infliction  of  the 
punishment,  be  either  dead,  or  removed 
by  im{»eachment ;  or  might  have  retired. 
I  cannot  therefore  but  feel,  that  the  re- 
strictions I  have  mentioned,  point  out 
the  line  of  demarcation  in  respect  of  the 
Privileges  of  the  House  in  a  most  clear 
and  forcible  manner;  thereby  making 
their  Privileges  extending  to  commitment, 
consistent  with  the  laws  of  the  land,  and 
not  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  land-marks 
of  the  constitution,  which,  as  it  should 
seem  to  me,  would  conclusively  follow  an 
extension  of  the  powers  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  the  degree  insisted  upon, 
viz.  of  punishing  at  pleasure.  The  rea- 
soning which  occurred  to  Sir  Samuel 
Romitly,  in  considering  the  state  of  our 
penal  laws,*  in  his  argument  to  shew  the 
impropriety  of  leaving  any  thing  discre- 
tionary with  a  judge,  is  similar  to  what 
I  have  been  contending  for:  Sir  Samuel  says 
"  unknown  laws  are  the  same  as  non-ex- 
<^isting  laws.  It  is  a  necessary  conse- 
«' quence  of  knowing  what  actions  are 
"  punishable  by  law,  that  it  should  also 
^  be  known  what  a  man  mav  do  without 
*'  fear  of  punishment ;  and  it  is  not,*'  he 
continues,  "a  little  extraordinary,  that 
*'  in  a  country  in  which  men  have  been 
«' accustomed  to  think  that  one  of  the 
<«  greatest  political  blessings  they  enjoyed, 
"  was  that  they  lived  in  the  security  which 
^  known  and  certain  laws  afibrded  them, 
**  we  should  be  told  by  a  writer  of  such  high 
**  character,  and  such  extraordinary  merit 
«'  as  Dr.  Paley,t  that  it  is  good  that  laws 

*  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  on  the  Criminal 
Law. 

f  Biflsertation  on  Crimes  and  Pnnish- 
muktB,  Tkl.  Mor.  etPolit  PbiL 


**  be  not  known,  because  if  knctwn,  they 
'<  might  be  evaded  ;"  and  again  this  gen* 
tleman  says,  "  If  imprhonment  for  debt 
<'  is  to  be  justified  on  the  ground  of 
"  punishment,  it  should  be  obaerred, 
«  that  in  this  respect  it  diJBfers  from  the 
"  punishment  of  all  other  crimes,  that  a 
"  power  of  pardoning  exists  no  where  bat 
"  in  the  offended  creditor.*'*  I  hope  it . 
may  be '  considered,  Mr«  Cobbett,  an  ex- 
cusable digression,  if  I  make  an  obser- 
vation on  the  circinnstaace  of  two  suck 
considerable  men  as  Dr.  Paley,  and 
9ir  Samuel  Romilly,  speaking  gravely 
and  seriously  of  unknown  laws.  It  is  wida 
great  subaaission  I  say  it,  and  I  should 
not  say  it  bat  that  I  deem  it  important, 
that  it  is  entirely  a  perversion  of  seiise»  to 
talk  of  an  anknown  law,  in  the  political 
view  in  which  Dr.  Paley  and  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly  both  use  this  word.  Publioity  is 
the  very  essence  of  its  definition :  noder 
every  established  covemment,  laws  mean 
a  code  or  body  of  rules  for  the  regulation 
of  the  state  ;  a  breach  or  non-observance 
whereof  is  criminal ;  but  it  cannot  be  a 
crime  to  disobey  rules  which  no  man  can 
ascertain  to  exist.  An  Eastern  Potentate 
might  determine,  that  every  one  of  his 
subjects  who  should  happen  to  pass 
his  palace  at  a  certain  hour  sfaoold  be 
decapitated>  and  this  resolution  might 
no  ooubt  be  kept  b^  this  sovereign  in 
petto.  Now,  that  this  would  be  an  ez« 
traordinary  exercise  of  arbitrary  power 
there  could  be  no  question,  but  sorely  it 
could  not  be  termed  law.  In  the  politi- 
cal sense  in  whiqh  "  law*'  it  nseo.  Dr. 
Johnson  has  given  a  clear  definition ;  it 
is,  says  the  Doctor,  '*  A  decree,  edict*  sta- 
''  tute,  or  castom,  publicly  established  as  a 
"  rule  of  justicef.  Law  and  Political  Li- 
berty are  words  to  an  Englishman,  of  veiy 
valuable  import,  and  synonymocis  in  their 
meaning;  and  nothing  can  be  more,  es- 
sential, than  that  there  should  be.  no 
vague  and  loose  interpretatimi  of  a  word, 
which,  if  it  admitted  the  alarming  quality 
supposed  by  the  above  gentlemen,  would 
undoubtedly  place  Englishmen  in  danger 
of  being  law-less.  I  have  ahready  oc- 
cupied too  many  of  your  pages,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  and  I  will  now  endeavoiH'  to 
conclude  with  what  brevity  I  am  able. 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  ascertain*  why  Mag- 
na Charta  should  not  in  its .  operation 
be  held  to  reUte  to  the  House  of  Com* 


*  Note,  c.  4«. 
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mons.  The  words  '*  per  legem  lerrcB/' 
it  may  be  pretended,  apply  to  the  privi- 
leges in  question ;  but  considering  that 
the  house  where  these  privileges  are  said 
to  have  a  place,  had  an  ex  post  facto  exist- 
^ence,  the  inference  seems  uncommonly 
strained.  But  what,  let  me  ask,  will  be 
'said  to  the  statute  which  passed  in  the 
28th  of  Edward  3*,  which  ei\acts  "  That 
«'  no  man  of  what  estate  or  condition  so- 
**  ever,  shall  be  put  out  of  his  land  or 
"  tenement,  nor  taken,  nor  imprisoned, 
"  nor  disinherited^  nor  put  to  death,  with- 
''  out  being  brought  in  to  answer  by  due 
•*  process  of  law.  Will  it  be  attempted 
to  be  argued,  that  the  Speaker's  Warrant 
is  due  process  of  law  within  the  meaning 
of  this  statute?  If  not,  is  this  statute  re- 
pealed }  on  the  contrary,  it  is  stated  by 
note  in  the  statute  books,  to  have  been 
recognised  and  confirmed  by  that  memo- 
rable statute  which  abolished  the  Court  of 
Star  Chamber,  and  gave  the  writ  ol 
Habeas  Corpus ;  a  statute  of  which  an 
able  author  thus  speaks,  "  We  must  ad- 
*'  mire,  as  the  key  stone  of  Civil  Liberty, 
V  the  statute  which  forces  the  secrets  of 
*»  every  prison  to  be  revealed,  the  cause 
"  of  every,  commitm^t  to  be  declared, 
*^  and  the  person  of  the  accused  to  be  pro- 
**  duced,  that  he  may  claim  his  enlarge- 
"  ment  or  his  trial,  within  a  limited  time. 
**  No  wiser  form  wag  ever  opposed  to  the 
^'abuses  of  power.  But  it  requires  a  fa- 
"  brie  no  less  than  the  whole  Political 
"  Constitution  of  Great  Britain,  a  spirit  no 
"  less  than  the  refiractory  and  turbulent 
"  zeal  of  this  fortunate  people,  to  secure 
*'  its  effects.*'  f  During  the  contest  res- 
pecting the  Miildlesex  Election  rn  the 
time  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  Lord  Chatham  made 
several  motions  grounded  on  the  illegahty 
of  the  powers  assumed  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  These  motions  wei*e  opposed 
by  the  then  Chief  Justice,  Lord  Mans- 
field ;  but  notwithstanding  the  strong  sup- 
port which  power  and  prerogative  had 
ever  met  with  in  this  Judge,  it  is  deserv- 
ing of  consideration,  what  cautious  and 
ambiguous  language  hi»  Lordship  used 
witU  regard  to  the  Privileges  of  the  Com- 
mons. He  said,  "  Declarations,  of  the 
*'  law  made  by  either  House  of  Parlia- 
"  ment,  were  always  attended  with  bad 
*'  e0ect8 ;  he  ha4  constantly  opposed 
♦*  them,  whenever  he  had  opportunity, 
*'and  in  his  judicial    capacity    thought 

*  Chap.  3. 

t  Ferguson  on  Civil-  Society* 


"  himself  bound  never  to  pay  ^hc  least 
"  regard  to  them."  But  then  with  that 
flexibility ;  with  that  peculiar  quality  of 
mingling  light  with  shade,  which  his  Lord- 
ship  possessed,  thereby  frittering  strong 
and  cI:  ar  passages  inth  unintelligible  ob- 
scurity ;  he  proceeded  to  ubserve  in  the 
same'  Speech.  "  That  for  his  own  part, 
"  wh 'iiever  the  statute  law  was  silent,  he 
"  knew  not  where  to  look  for  the  law  of 
'*  Parliament,  or  for  a  definition  of  the 
"  Privileges  of  either  house,  except  m  the 
f  proceedings  and  decisions  of  each  house 
"  respectively.'*  But  can  it  be  ^aid,  afler 
Magna  Chr^rta,  and  the  still  stroliger  de- 
claration in  favour  of  the  Liberty  of  the 
Subject  enacted  in  the  reign  of  Edward  3, 
could  my  Lord  Mansfield  have  said,  in  this 
instance,  that  the  statute  law  was  silent^ 
If  not,  how  are  the  Privileges  in  question 
to  be  defended.  But  even  with  that  quali- 
fication, of  the  silence  of  the  statute  law, 
in  the  Case  that  then  occurred.  Lord  Cam- 
den, that  able  and  enlightened  statesman 
and  lawyer,  and  who  in  consequence  resign- 
ed the  seals>  in  unison  with  that  yet  greater 
man  Lord  Chatham,  opposed  the  d6ctrinc 
of  Lord  Mansfield,  and  the  Privilegeii 
claimed  by  the  Commons,  as  subversive 
of  the  constitution.  "What  then,  *  my 
"Lords,**  said  Lord  Chatham, '"  are  all 
*'  the  generous  efforts,  the  glorious  con- 
"  tentions  of  our  ancestors  reduced  to  this 
"  conclusion,  that,  instead  of  the  arbitrary 
"  power  of  a  King,  we  must  submit  to  the 
"  arbitrary  power  of  a  House  of  Com- 
"mons?  tyranny,  my  Lords,  is  in  no 
"  shape  so  formidable  as  where  it  is  assu- 
"  med  and  exercised  by  a  num[ber  of  ty- 
"  rants;  But,  my  Lords,  this  is  not  tn« 
"  constitution ;  for  we  all  know  that  the 
"  first  principle  of  the  constitution  it  that 
"  the  subject  shall  not  be  governed  by  the 
**  arhitrium  of  any  one  man  or  botly  6£ 
"  iften,  but  by  certain  laws  to  which  he 
"  has  virtually  given  his  assent.*'  ♦  These 
Sir,  are  the  authorities,  which  the  small 
portion  of  tkne  I  have  been  abl^  to  afibrd 
to  the  very  important  subject  under  dis^ 
cushion,  have  fallen  under  my  ob'*ervation. 
—Trifling  must  be  the  reasoning  required 
to  prove  that  the  precedent  which  is 
founded  on  U5$age,  can  never  prevail 
against  those  acknowledged  principles  of 
Ji^stice,  which  are  as '  immutable  as  their 
great  Author,  who  hi  the  plenitude  of  his 
goodness,  has  so  strongly  impressed  them 
upon  our  understandings;  these,  no  so- 
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phistry  can  erase,  no  artifice  can  change, 
-r— It  is  on  these  axioms  therefore  of  dis* 
tributive  Justice,  in  the  absence  of  any 
conflicting  statutory  law,  that  I  strenuously 
insist  against  the  exercise  of  the  Privileges 
asserted  by  the  Hou>2of  Commons,  which, 
by  invading  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject, 
appear  to  me  to  ^hake  the  constitution  to 
its  very  centre,  and  to  reduce  it  to  the 
mere  "  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision/' 
I  am  Sir,  &c. 

W.  F.  S. 
UncMi-Im,  April  12,  1810. 


EDINBURGH  REVIEWERS. 

Sir  ;-i-I  could  not  help  smiling  at  the 
fanciful  arrangement  of  parties,  made  by 
the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  in  a  paper  on 
that  subject  in  their  last  number ;  and  at 
the  very  impartial  distribution  of  the  va- 
rious passions  and  vices  they  have  chosen 
to  ascribe  to  each.  After  having  almost 
exhausted  the  catalogue,  in  the  attributes 
<if  the  "  two  most  pernicious  factions/' 
into  which,  according  t«  them,  the  coun- 
try is  divided— -all  the  virtues,  as  well  as 
fiU  the  talents,  fall  by  a  sort  of  modest  im- 
plication, to  the  share  of''  the  small  but 
ino^t  respectable  band/'  under  whone  co- 
lours those  gentlemen  have  raneed  them- 

.  selves,  I  am  far  from  finding  tault  with 
their  plan,  for  the  salvation  of  the  coun- 
try, the  siding  with  the  friends  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform ;  I  should  be  well  pleased 
to  see  that  cause  receive  such  an  acces- 
uon.    But  docs  it  not  strike  ^ou,  Mr. 

.  iC0A>bett,  that  there  is  f  sor^  of  inconsist- 
ency in  those  ''  Constitutional  Whigs," 

4  talking  of,"  identifying  thfm^eiveSf"  inrith 
men  whom  they,  in  this  yery  paper,  most 
pertinaciously  sti)e  <<  Democra^  ?"  And 
£fBre  I  would  ask,  was  the  grefa  lord  ChaU 
^am  a  democrat  ?  Was  Mr.  Pitt  in  1 78^ 
^  demociat  ?  Was  thisir  own  Mr.  Foo^  a 
democrat  ?  Those  to  whom  they  apply 
that  pbnoxious  term,  want  only  what  tboffe 

Re^  men  declared  absolutely  necessary 
r  the  salvation  of  the  Constitution  1  The 
BeTiewen  complain  bitterlv  of  the  Wfpt 
f(f  popularity,  under  which  this  mpft  ft- 
pecunle  band  of  Patriots  labonrr—bilt 
do^  it  not  occur  to  theqa.  that  theris  mn>^ 
i)f  some  cause  for  thise^ct  ?  In  a  word, 
naa  their  conduct,  either  ia  or  od^  of 
place^  been  such  as  to  entide  tbepitopopM- 
Lirity :  Was  liie  doubling  the  Profierty 
Tax  likebr  to  make  them  popular  \  Was 
their  conduct,  during  the  late  investiga- 
tioQf,  Mch  aa  ju>  ^ndta  tbem  popular  ? 


.^LcgdUty  ^  ike  uecutum  [CM 

No,  Sir !  To  them  alone  it  lo  be  attributed 
the  present  apathy,  with  respect  to  public 
men,  and  public  measiires  I  to  them  we 
owe  the  continuance  in  ofSce  of  the  pre- 
sent ministers.  No  good  is  expected, 
from  a  change  of  men  only !  the  present 
set  is  in  some  degree  already  gorged  ; 
and  this  crest-fallen  people  are  content 
to  be  ruled  by  men  whom  they  despise, 
merely  because  they  cannot  afiford  to  pay 
for  a  change,  even  although  productive  of 
an  accession  of  talent  to  the  government.-^ 
To  those,  who  recollect  these  things,  no 
caution  is  necessary  to  prevent  them,  from 
placing  too  great  a  reliance,  on  the  "  new 
light"  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers  seem 
to  have  got  on  the  subject  of  Parliamen- 
tary Reform.  And  to  the  old  and  tried 
friends  of  that  important  measure,  nothing 
but  the  most  solemn  pledge  of  their  sin- 
cerity, ought  to  induce  them  to  lend  their 
popularity,  to  men,  whose  recent  conduct 
has  given  so  little  room  to  suppose  them 
hearty  in  the  cause.  But  let  them  come 
manfully  forward,  and  give  such  pledge, 
an  unequivocal  pledge  !  And  I  will  ven- 
ture to  predict,  that  the  voice  of  erery  ho- 
nest and  independent  man  in  the  country 
will  be  raised  in  their  favour :  and  that 
with  such  effect,  as  to  make  the  defenders 
of  corruption  tremble  in  every  limb ;  and 
by  yielding  up  the  places  they  are  so 
little  qnalined,  and  let  me  add  so  unwor- 
thy to  fill,  shew  a  proper  respect  and  de^ 
ference  to  the  opinion  of  an  injured  and 
an  insulted  people. — Of  this  I  am  satisfied, 
that,  whether  the  fears  of  the  Edinburgh 
R^vietiirers  are  real  or  chimerical,  d^e 
enernies  of  the  country,  whether  in  thd 
sh^e  of  foreign  foes^  or  domestic  incen- 
diaries, never  can  have  more  actiye  or 
sttcceesfttl  coadjutors,  than  Messieurs  P. 
fc  Co. — ^After  what  I  have  said,  you  will 
not  dispute  my  title  to  subscribe  my- 
self, what,  Mpon  such  subjects,  every 
man  id  this  country  euffht  to  be 

A  FaBp  Thihkee 
JmUihgomkvre,  t  April,  1810. 


Lbgality  op    ths  b3(Ccution  op    thb 

SpEAKBE's    WaHIAIIT  IK  THB   CaSS  OF 

Sia  FfiAMas  Bub»btt,  examined. 

Ifrm  BeU*9  Wtfhhl  Mei§cn&r:\ 
£fery  one  must  cpnqur  in  our  satisfac- 
tion that  the  pe^tce  of  the  metropolis  ia 
restored,  and  that  what  commenced  in 
such  menace,  and  with  so  much  appearw 
ance  of  mischief,  has  had  so  harml^  a 
termination  vcopo^par^  with  what  mf^t 
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bave  been  expected.  The  errors  of 
goTernment  are  nsmalfy  more  miMshiey- 
ona — ^The  mob  is  a  wild  and  furiotii 
principle  ptit  in  motion,  h  is  bnt 
candid,  however^  to  acknowledge  that 
by  their  celerity  in  assenibling  an 
armed  force,  and  perfectly  su^roumling 
the  town  ttrith  soldTers,  ministers  met  th^ 
evil  manfully,  and  most  certainly  pre- 
vented it  from  tpreading-^Had  not  these 
precautions  be^n  taken,  London  might 
now  hate  presented  a  scene  of  min,  of 
outrage,  and  of  plunder. — When  we 
speak,  therefore,  of  the  error  of  govern- 
ment, we  allude  only  to  the  excessive 
inpradeuce  of  ministers  in  poshing  on 
the  House  (for  it  was  the  act  of  mmisters) 
into  the  imprisonment  rather  than  the  re- 
primand of  Shr  Francis. 

It  will  be  seen  in  another  part  of  our 
paper,  that  the  tvarrant  was  executed 
upon  Sir  Francis  by  breaking  into  his 
faoQse,  by  a  forcible  entry  thhiugh  the 
onter  dobrs  and  windows  with  a  civH  and 
milttaty  force. 

Of  all  the  priitctples  of  oot  law  there 
is  scarcely  any  more  sacred  than  that 
which  acknowledges  the  sanctity  of  a 
man's  dwelling-house,  and  this  prmciple 
is  carried  so  far,  that  in  innamerable 
cases— indeed  in  all  cases,  except  in 
crhnes,  the  law  allows  this  castle  to  be  a 
fortress  and  barrier  against  itself^In  the 
iame  manner  as  military  law,  from  res- 
pect to  the  personal  dignity  of  an  oflfend- 
mg  officer,  will  in  many  cases  con^e 
him  to  his  own  room  or  own  honse-^-eo 
our  civil  law,  firom  respect  to  his  jftt^ 
sonal  liberty,  will  \n  many  cases  allow 
him  to  be  so  fttr  restrained  and  rio  farther. 
— Yon  may  hun%  hirti  to  his  house,  but 
no  farther  shalt  ihau  enfer-:-The  htw, 
^titering  into  our  feelings,  sanctifies  as  it 
Were  this  dwelling  of  ottr  heart  and  of  our 
fiknily, — this  shrine  of  afl  oui^  liberties, 
and  temple  of  all  our  dearest  enjoymet^! 
—and  under  these  hotiotis  v^ill  tm  aidmit 
its  vi^atTon  except  for  acts  whkh  en* 
danger  the  state— except  for  erim«», 
^hich,  desecraieirtg  it  as  it  Were,  converts 
this  respected  asyhum  into  a  den  of 
thiete«.  This  character  of  the  English 
1«^  is  its  best  praise— and  any  one  #1^ 
enters  into  the  spirit  smd  true  anidogy  »f 
i*7^y  one  who  interprets  it  in  the  same 
•pifit  in  which  it  #af  m«4e,  vHll  interpret 
i*  in  this  tieighbom-ly  spffit  }-»-tvill  at 
the  same  traie  feel  the  reason,  asid  mt^ify 
*he  deductions  of  abstract  argument.  By 
<K^der8ieioB«  of  our .  nata^i>   nanional 


oharacter^-natnral  passions,  habits,  and 
feelings. 

If  any  thing  be  hateful  to  the  sight  of 
ati  En^fishman^  and  therefore  arerse  from 
the  spirit  of  the  English  law,  it  is  the 
spectacle  of  any  outrage  on  what  he  has  ^ 
been  taught  to  consider  as  his  cattle,  his 
dwetling-house— the  walls  which  contahi 
his  family,  and  usually  the  memofy  and 
property  of  his  fathers. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Speaker^ 
warrant  was  executed  appears  to  ns  CWt 
speak  with  the  temper  and  impartiality* 
of  judicial  inquiry,  and  mean  no  disres- 
pect) to  have  been  in  contempt  and  defi- 
ance of  these  principles  ;  and  an  opinlOA 
having  been  taken  jt  ha»  been  dec  hired 
to  be  legal — Other  opinions,  howevei^, 
may  and  have  been  opposed  to  that  ef 
the  Attorney-General,  who,  with  all  hft 
acknowled^d  learning  and  talents,  it 
not  what  is  termed  a  eood  constithtional 
lawyer—- His  habits,  and  (we  say  it  with* 
out  intended  oflfence)  his  temper  lie  ano^  t 
ther  way — He  is  better  reetd  in  the  brai 
zen  tablet  of  crown  law — here  the  letteri 
are  before  him,  and  their  tigont  vai. 
energy— their  deep  imprint  and  broad  legt^ 
ble  type,  better  snit  his  eyes,  and  the  pecu* 
liar  torn  of  his  mind— m  is  a  good  soldier 
— an  able  grenadier  hi  the  serviee  of 
§ovemment«-4md  as  Attorney-General,  h6 
is  necessarily  and  immediately  in  theit 
service — His  opinion,  therefore^  is  iA  sOINii 
degree  ex-partt — It  lies  open  ^  feir 
suspicion,  and  therefore  may  justify  and 
require  examination* 

This  question  must  tkm  npotii  t^6 
points— 

r.  What  is  the  L^  of  the  Case  if  it  bife 
considered  as  ptirely  aCiril  Warrant  and 
ft  Civil  Case. 

2dly.  What  is  the  taw  of  the  Case  if 
it  be  cotfsidered  as  »  Crimmal  Warrant, 
and  what  are  the  ^rounds  upon  which  it  ii 
sesaerted  to  be  ancb. 

To  consider  it  therefore  in  these  ttre 
po^tsofvlfiw. 

1.  With  respaet  to  process  hi  a  Civil 
Case  :<i^We  have  already  stated  the  re> 
vc^tfc^  with  which  the  Law  res^ards  tha 
dffelling-house,  affd  the  principle  of  that 
reverence ;  that  it  is  the  Castle  and-9aftc«> 
hiafy  of  the  Individ ofal,'^'-at  once  hia  tem- 
ple and  his  fortre«,^a  place  whither  he  > 
^thdraws  hhnself  froin  getfieml  society^ 
and  t<yuse  an  homefy,  but  expressWe  pro* 
ve#b>  becomes  the  King  of  his  Fir esid^.-^ 
^^fftg  stated  fhe  principle^  ^e  shill 
^te&e  La#  fromtlie  Imr  Soaks  :-^ 
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"  With  regard  to  the  Ministers  of  Jus- 
tice/'saysForster/'  executing  the  ordinary 
Process  of  the  Law»  and  likewise  to  private 
persons  endeavouring  to  arrest  or  imprison, 
it  behoveth  them  to  be  very  careiul  that 
they  do  not  misbehave  themselves  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty,  lest  by  such  mis- 
behaviour they  \ose  the  protection  of  the 
law — One  frequent  innance  of  their  mis- 
behaviour is,  their  breaking  open  doors  or 
windows,  in  order  to  arrest— Now,  be  it 
understood  that  ihe  Officer  cannot  justify 
^the  breaking  open  an  outward  door  or 
window  to  execute  Process  in  a  Civil  Suit 
! — ^If  he  doth,  he  is  a  trespasser ;  but  if  be 
$ndeth  the  outer  door  open,  and  entereth 
that  way,  or  if  the  door  be  opened  to  him 
lirom  within,  and,  he  entereth,  he  may 
Vreak  open  inward  doors  if  he  find  that 
necessary,  in  order  to  execute  his, Pro- 
cess— Tlie  Books  say,  that  a  Man's  House 
is  his  <Jastle  for  safety  and  repose  to  him- 
self and  family,  and  consequently  the  Offi- 
cer, in  the  case  I  have  put,  being  a  tres- 
passer himself,  cannot  be  said  to  be  acting 
4n  discharge  of  his  duty. — ^These  suppo- 
'iitions  are  inconsistent  and  destroy  each 
other— But  if  he  findeth  the  door  open,  or 
gaineth  admission  from  within,  he  having 
«  lawful  call  to  the  place,  as  he  certainly 
bath,  cannot  be  a  trespasser  in  entering 
the  house,  and  consequently  may  remove 
«ny  obstruction  he  meeteth  witii  in  pro- 
secuting the  business  he  came  about.'' 

Such  therefore  is  the  Law  of  Warrants 
in  Civil  Cases,  as  stated  by  Sir  Michael 
Forster  in  his  justly  celebrated  Treatise  on 
Crown  Law— The-  argument  is  not  very 
clearly  stated,  but  reduced  to  i^s. terms  is 
logical  and  sound.    It  is  briefly^  this — 

By  a  principle  of  Law,  an  Englishman's 
House  is  a  Castle,  and  therefore  must  not 
i^e  forcibly  entered,  except  for  a  greater 
wrong  than  would  be  the  forcil^le  entrance 
vjtself. 

Now  the  forcible  entrance  itself  would 
be  a  Trespass. 

The  House,  therefore.  Cannot  be  for- 
cibly entered  except  for  something  be- 
yond a  Trespass— and  all  suits  in  Civil 
rrocess  being  laid  in  Trespass,  the  House 
of  course  cannot  be  legally  entered  with 
force  by  Civil  Process. 

Now,  therefore,  we  would  ask,  why 
should  the  Speaker's  Writ  be  considered 
in  any  other  point  of  Yiew  than  as  a  Civil 
Process,  or  rather  as  a  Warrant  in  execu- 
tion for  contempt— -In  the  dearth  of  all  ad- 
judged  cases,  says  the  Attorney-General, 
we  mqst  have  recourse  to  analogy— Let 


us  have  recourse  to  it,  therefore,  but  let 
the  analogy  be  drawn  from  the  whole 
body  of  the  Constitution — its  maxims,  its 
principles,  and  its  acknowledged  elements, 
— and  not  from  something  picked  out  by 
the  ingenuity  of  a  Crown  Lawyer— The 
argument  of  analogy  is  good  for  nothing, 
unless  where  it  be  laid  in  the  commu- 
nity of  essential  qualities-^To  any  legal 
and  logical  purpose  similitude  is  not  ana- 
logy— Nullum  swult,  says  Lord  Coke,  qtut- 
ijuor  pedibut  currit,''-or,  in  other  words, 
and  as  perhaps  that  quaint  Lawyer  would 
himself  translate  it.  Law  can  never  ride 
safely  on  thej)ack  of  mere  Simile. 

The  first  maxim  of  Uie  Law,  and  there- 
fore the  first  ground  of  Analogy,  is  what 
we  have  above  meniioned-^the  Sanctity 
of  the  dwelling, — the  Privilege  of  Home, 
and  thence  the  consequential  rule,  that 
this  Sanctuary  should  not  be  violated  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  Crimes, — that  is  to  say^ 
Breach  of  the  Peace  and  Felony.— ^ow 
it  is  not  pretended,  ^nd  could  not  be  mais- 
tained,  that  the  case  was  in  either  of  these 
predicaments,  the  Wanrant  being  a  War- 
rant of  Privilege,  and  not  a  Peace- War- 
rant,—being  under  the  hands,  of  the 
Speaker  as  Speaker,  and  not  of  a  Magis- 
trate— What  has  been  said  of  its  being  a 
Warrant  in  Execution  does  not  alter  the 
case/ because  all  Warrants  in  Contempt 
are  Warrants  in  Execution — there  is  no 
mesne  process  in  this  species  of  ofience  ; 
the  judgment  is  final  at  once. 

On  what,  therefore,  is  the  Legality  of 
the  Warrant  alledged— *This  leads  us  to 
our  second  head,  how  far  it  is  a  Cnminal 
Process. 

2dly.  V  There  is  no  precedent,"  says 
the  Axtorney-General, ''  and  therefore  the 
case  must  be  decided  on  analogy ;  and  in 
the  absence  of  any  direct  case,  ne  did  not 
see  why  such  a  warrant  as  that  directed  to 
the  Serjeant,  should  not  be  executed  in 
the  same  manner  that  a  criminal  process 
where  the  king  was  the  |urosecutor,  would 
be  carried  into  efiect  It  was  in  that 
view  the  present  case  could  only  be  con- 
sidered, there  be'mg  no  direct  anthority 
to  support  its  exercise.  .  It  was  to  be  ob- 
servcMl,  that  the  fullest  notice  should  be 
given  (o  the  individual  whose  person  was 
to  be  seized,  of  the  purport  of  the  officer^s 
coming.  He  also  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
proper  officer  might  tall  to  his  aid  all 
species  of  aid,  muitary  as  well  as  civil. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  warrant  should 
be  executed  at  night,  but  in  case  of  any 
rescue  be  was  fully  of  opinion^  that  it  wf^ 
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perfectly  legal  to  break  in  and  search, 
not  only  the  houses  of  the  individual  res- 
cued, but  of  any  other  person,  where 
there  was  a  justifiable  suspicion  to  suppose 
that  he  yas  concealed."  An  argument  of 
analogy,  as  we  have  above  said,  can  only 
be  good  for  any  thing,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
laid  in  the  community  of  the  essential 
qualities  of  the  subject?  compared, — that 
is  to  say*  in  that  part  of  the  substance 
which  operates  the  law  in  the  one  case, 
and  which,  having  a  counterpart  in  tiic 
other  ofcnect  of  the  comparison,  consti- 
itutes  a  niir  ground  of  I'easoning ;  that  the 
analogy  of  the  premises  should  lead  to  a 
similar  correspondence  of  the  logical  con- 
seouences. 

Now.  what  is  this  essential  quality  in 
th6  King^  Writ  ?  That  is  to  say,  in  Writs 
of  Peace  and  Felony.  What  is  that  qua- 
lity in  the  nature  of  these  subjects  which 
mduces  the  law  to  exempt  them  from  the 
limits  of  its  maxim  in  Ci?i1  Process,  and  to 
allow  them  to  come  at  the  criminal  by 
breach  of  outer  doors,  &c.  ? 

There  are  but  two  possible  qualities  on 
which  this  distinction  can  be  founded ;  it 
b  either  granted  ex  vi  dignitatis,  from  the 
personal  dignity  of  the  throne,  or  ex  vi  cri- 
minis,  from  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
ofl^nce. 

If  it  be  assigned  to  the-first,  the  Consti- 
tution will  not  extend  the  same  considera- 
tion of  dignity  to  the  Commons.  The 
Commons  maybe  co-ordinate  in  power, 
but  certainly  not  in  dignity  witn  the 
Crown.  The  Commons,  as  has  been  ob- 
served, hare  no  ensigns  of  royalty.  They 
are  the  Honourable  House,  but  nothing 
more.  If  their  dignity  be  assumed  as  the 
measure  of  their  leffal  and  constitutional 
competency,  it  will  be  still  worse  for  the 
country  than  their  present  assumption  of 
Privilcj^e.  Privilege  may  possibly  have 
lome  limits  ;  dignity  has  none.  It  is  not 
t  thing  of  quantity  or  measure.  We  hope, 
theretore,  that  the  power  now  assumed 
wilj  not  be  funded  on  the  alledged  dig- 
nity of  the  House,  and  that  in  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Attorney  General  the  analogy 
is  not  laM  in  their  co-ordination  of  dignity. 

The  point  of  fact,  however,  is,  that  the 
Bug's  Writs  hate  this  effect  not  firom  the 
<ngnity  of  the  name,  but  ex  vi  criminis. 
let  us  hear  Forster  again. 

"  The  rule  already  mentioned  (that  of 
wt  breaking  Doors)  must  be  confined  to 
^  cases  of  arrest  upon  Process  (here  the 
process  meant  is  eitner  metoe  or  final)  in 
i^Ut  Slits.    Fee  where  a  felony  has  been 


committed,  or  a  dangerous  wound  given^ 
or  even  where  a  minister  of  Justice  cOmeth 
armed  with  process  founded  on  a  breach 
of  the  peace,  the  Party's  own  House  is 
no  sanctuary  to  them,  Doors  may  in  any 
ot  these  cases  be  forced,  due  notification, 
demand,  and  refusal  of  entrance  having 
been  previously  made.  In  these  cases 
the  jealousy  with  which  the  Law  watcheth 
over  the  poblft  tranquillity  (a  laudable 
jealousy  it  is;)  and  the  pi iuciples  of  jus- 
tice, Ne  malcjicia  remaneant  impunita,  all 
^conspire  to  supersede  every  pretence  of 
private  inconvenience,  and  oblige  us  to 
regard  the  dwellings  of  malefactors  when 
shut  against  the  demand  of  public  Justice 
as  no  better  than  the  Dens  of  Thieves 
and  Murderers,  and  to  treat  them  all  ac- 
cordingly." 

Such,  therefore/  are  the  only  principles 
on  which  the  Law  takes  from  a  man  the 
sanctuary  of  his  dwelling  house ;  that  \s 
to  say,  when  by  an  atrocious  crime  he 
has  himself  defiled,  and,  as  it  were,  un- 
sanctified  his  refuse,  and,  instead  of  that 
peaceful  home,  which  the  Law  terms  his 
Castle)  has  rendered  it  a  den  ef  thieves 
and  outlaws. 

Now  in  the  case  immediately  undef 
consideration  does  there  seem  any  crime 
of  this  nature  ?  Breach  of  the  Peace,  a9 
we  say,  is  not  pretended ;  and  surely  con- 
tumacy to  the  Honourable  House  cannob 
be  put  on  a  par  with  Felony. 

Thus,  therefore,  neither  in  dignity,  nor 
in  the  atrocity  of  the  crime,  does  there 
seem  any  parallel  between  the  two  cases 
— the  King's  Writs  or  the  Speaker's 
Writs — to  justify  the  same  resort  in  both, 
and  to  constitute  that  analogy  which  is 
necessary  to  ground  a  legal  conclusion. 
Analogy,  as  we  have  said,  must  not  be 
confounded  with  Similitude.  Similitude 
is  mere  superficial  resemblance,  and  be- 
longs to  Poets  and  Orators — Analogy  is 
such  a  resemblance  in  substance  and  es- 
sential  qualities,  that  in  reasoning  the  two 
objects  may  be  quatenus,  as  the  I^ogicians 
express  it — substituted  for  each  other, 
and  belongs  to  Lawyers  and  Reasoners. 

But  if  the  Wanant  be  good  for  any 
thing,  says  Sir  John  Anstruther,  it  is  good 
for  every  thing! — Indeed  !  Why  may  not 
a  wairrant,  like  every  thing  else,  be  good 
to  a  certain  extent,  and  no  farther ;  and 
may  be  good  fot  one  thing  and  not  for 
another,  ^ir  John  Anstruther  may  be  a 
rood  Jud^e  for  India ;  does  it  hence  fol- 
low that  he  would  be  a  good  Judge  for 
Englanc^  ?  The  King^s  Writ  to  the  Sheriff 
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if  good  to  arrest  a  man  in  the  street,  or 
to  enter  a  house  after  the  door  is  open ; 
bat  is  it  a  good  Writ  to  break  doors  or 
windows,  &c  ? 

"  But  this  power  is  necessary  to  resist 
prerogative/*  says  Mr.  Whitbread.  Many 
other  Powers  may  be  necessary  to  the 
same  end.  There  will  be  no  end  of  this 
necessity^  if  the  presumption  of  it  be  assu- 
med as  the  JQStiiication  of  sach  Rights. 
But  when  the  bfittleis  between  Privilege 
and  Prerogative,  they  must  (ight  it  out 
with  their  own  weapons.  The  Law  will 
§ive  little  help  to  either. 

Mr.  Whitbread  a^in  instanced  the 
9^e  of  the  witnesses  of  Mrs.  Clarke  refu* 
sing  to  apP^^*  This  is  totally  a  different 
thing.  Tnc  House  is  there  a  Grand  Jury, 
and  may  send  for  any  one ;  they  do  not 
there  act  upon  their  privileges*  b«i  on  tbeir 
judicial  rights. 

To  say  all  in  a  word,r— what  dees  the 
Warrant  specify  ^s  the  Crime  of  Sir  Frae- 
cis  Bardett? — U  specifies  Breach  of  Privi- 
l^g9,-^or,  if  broken  into  particulars— « 
Libel— aed  Contempt  of  Court — Now  it 
)i9S  be^n  ruled  in  Wilkes's  case  by  Lord 
Camden,  that  Libel  is  not  a  Breach  ^  the 
feus^,  but  <mlv  tends  to  it^ — and  there- 
&r^«  thai  it  will  not  justify  breach  of  outec 
deOfs> — nO|  npt  even  the  arrest  of  a  Mem- 
ber of  ParivMDent — It  is  the  same  with 
respect  to  Contempt  of  Court — No  Civil 
Pr(x:es$,  founded  on  Contempt,  can  justify 
this  Breach  of  House—For  example,  the 
King's  Bench  never  assumes  to  do  it,  when 
they  issile  attachments  for  not. obeying 
Awards,  Orders  of  Court,  &c.  Now  if 
the  act  or  crime  alledged  can  be  brou|^t 
within  any  of  Xhese  specific  analogies, 
where  is  the  necessity  of  wanderinff  with 
the  Attorney  .General  into  the  wide  field 
of  general  aaalogy-<-The  reason  of  the 
Law,  whece  it  e^nbe  had,  is  better  than 
the  reason  of  the  Judge,  and  particular 
afoalogies  are,  fer  the  same  reason,  better 
than  general  ones,  because  they  more 
IMrrowly  Vmit  a  discretional  interpreta- 
tion, and  because,  if  they  cannot  reach 
the  actoal  certainty  of  a  rule,  they  more 
Kie^ly  approximate  to  it. 

It  is  our  opinion,,  therefore,  that  the 
node  in  which  the  Speaker^s  Warrant  has 
been  executed  is  iileaal,  and  that  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  may,  if  he  so  please,  in* 
diet  tbe  Seijeant  and  his  aesistante  for  a 
forcible  entry  into  his  dwelliog-hooee,.  or 


bring  a  Civil  Action  of  Trespass  against 
them. 


OFFICL^  PAPERS. 

Notes  (^f  the  French   Cfficidl  Pitpet,    ^ 
MoNitEUR,  upm  the   DEiATt^   in  the 
House  qf  Lordi  m  the  Mtjtujn  qf  Thea^ 
to  Lord  WMngtm.  -^  (Oonthiued  from 
p.  576.; 
Had  the  French   army  been  conducted 
with  more  experience^  the  victory  would 
have  been  complete,  and  npt  an  English- 
man would  have  escaped.    The  French 
General  ought  not  to  have  committed  the 
error  of  attacking  the  £n|^h  ;  he  ought 
to  have  let  them  advance  upon  Madrid,  in 
order  that  the  tiO.OQOraen  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Duke  of  tMmatia  night  cut 
off  their  retreat  by  the  Ts^4 

The  English  had  so  litue  success  atlV 
lavera,  that  they  suffered  the  iCin^  to  raQ 
upon  and  destroy  the  arn^y  under  Venegas ; 
and  surely  that  must  be  a  very  aingnlar 
success,  which  could  not  prevent  an  ene- 
my from  marchinff  Jto  ae««rQy  an  alUej 
corps,  the  day .  after  tW  battle,  lord 
Wellington  conducted  biej»elf  with  little 
military  sl^ill.  When  be  heard  o^  the 
arrival  oC  the  French  at  Pkcentia,  he 
thought  they  were  only  about  6,000 ;  and 
it  was  not  until  a  few  days  after>  that  he 
saw  the  necessity  of  re-crossins,  to  prevent 
his  retreat  being  cot  off  by  the  Duke  of 
Dalmatian  There  was  no  success  in  For* 
tufialj,  because  there  was  no  ^ghting  there^ 
and  because  the  Duke  of  Dahnatia  evace* 
aled  it  on  learnit^  that  the  English  bad 
joined  the  Spaniaras. 

Lord  Welliogten's  march  to  Talavera 
discovers  the  rash  and  unskilful  General* 
To  have  the  whole  country  at  command, 
and  not  to  know  where  the  enemy  is,  is 
a  thing  almost  inconceivable.  But  this  is- 
not  the  first  time  that  the  English  have 
lavished  their  money  without  any  advan- 

Lord  Wellin^n  did  not»  from  choice;, 
take  a  possession  of  Almeaida  \  he  was 
compelled  to  it  by  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia  ; 
and,  probably,  the  French  army,  in  which 
there  were  two  excellent  <;orp8,  the  5th 
and  the  dth,  ought  not  to  have  taken  the 
pains  of  moving  for  such  an  object.  The 
Enffllih  thought  that  the  war  with  Austria 
had  weakened  the  army  in  Spain  :  they 
were  mistaken  in  their  calculation. 
(To  he  conUnuedi) 
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INSCRIPTION  FOR  A  MONUMENT  AT  OLD  SARUM. 
'*  Reader,  if  ibou  canst  boast  the  noble  name  , 
•*  Of  Eo^lishinan,  it  is  enough  to  know 
**  Tboa-5tandc$t  in  OLd  Sahum.     But  if  cliance 
•*  »Twa8  thy  misfortune  in  some  other  Land, 
**  lohentorof  slavrry,  to  be  born, 
•*  Read  and  be  envious  ! — Dost  thou  see  yon  Hut, 
**  Its  old,  mud,  mossy  walls  with  many  a  patch  , 

«*  Spotted  ?     Know  Foreigner  !  so  wisely  well 
*'  In  Eiif^land  is  it  ordered,  that  the  Laws, 
*'  Which  bind  the  people,  from  themselves  should  spting  j  ' 
"  Kuow  that  the  Dweller  in  that  little  Hut, 
'<  That  wretched  Horel,  to  the  Senate  sends 
**  TWO  Delegates.— Think  Foreigner,  where  such 
"  An  Individual's  Right,  kow  happy  all!" 

R.    SOUTUEY. 


«4I]- 


SUiWrMARY  OF'POLrriCS. 

Sir  Francis's  Commitment  to  The 
Tower.— -In  my  last  (page  588),  I  gave 
«Q  account  of  the  great  Public  Meeting, 
held  by  the  Electors  of  Westminster,  at 
which  Meeting  it  was  resolved  to  present 
a  UetnoHBtrance  to  the  Honourable  House, 
And  an  Addret$  (^  uftpFoftatum  qad  thanks  to 
Sir  Francis.  These  I  also  inscrOed,  at  the 
page  referred  to ;  and  I  now  insert  the 
Answj^  of  Sir  Francis  to  the  Address  of 
his  constituents.  The  Address  was,  it  ap- 
pears, presented  by  the  hands  of  the  High 
Bailiff  of  Westminster ;  and,  as  every 
thing,  relating  to  thL«  great  cause,  is  of 
importance,  or  may  become  so,  I  shall 
preserve  the  Note  to  the  High  Bailiff  as 
well  as  the  Answer  to  the  Address. 

Tower,  April  20,  1810. 

•♦Sir  Francis  Burdett  presents  hrs  re- 
SpectAil  compliments  to  the  High  BailifTof 
Westminster,  and  transmits  to  him  his  Ait- 
iwer  to  the  Letter  of  the  Electors  of  that 
City,  which  he  did  him  the  honour  to  pre- 
sent to  him  this  hioming. 
Arthur  Morris,  Esq.  Hi^ 

BusBff  for  the  City  and 

Liberties  qf  Westminster  J* 

•*  Gentlemen,  Tower,  Apr,  20, 1 8 10. 

"  If  any  thing  could  increase  or  confirm 
^c  constant  resolution  of  my  life,  never  to 
betray  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in 
ne,  it  is  the  kindness  and  afi'ection  which 
your  letter  of  the  17  th  instant  testifies  to 
xne,  and  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  your 
•OAduct  ai  the  late  Me^toff 


: ^t64« 

"A  scrupulous  adherence  to  the  conamoii 
law  of  this  land,  and  the  wise*  provisions 
of  the  ancient  statutes,  declaratory  of  that 
law,  which  together  form  what  I  under* 
stand  by  the  Constitution,  raised  our  coun- 
try to  an  tmexompled  height  of  happiness 
and  prosperity  ;  and  in  an  exact  propor* 
tion  to  the  inrasion  and  neglect  of  th^m> 
has  the  country  <^elmed< 

"  In  defence  of  these  Laws  and  this  Con-* 
stitution,  I  smile  at  any  privation,  to  which^ 
personally,  I  may  be  subjected,  thinking, 
as  I  do,  that  life  cannot  so  well>  and  so 
happily,  because  it  cannot  be  so  honour-* 
.ably  and  use&illy,  expended,  as  in  defence 
of  this  our  best  inheritance,  and  in  thel 
maintenance  of  the  good  old  cause,  for 
which  Hampden  died  in  the  field,  and  Sld^ 
ney  and  Russel  on  the  scaffold. 

*'  Laws,  to  be  entitled  to  respect  and  willi* 
ing  obedience,  roust  be  pure — most  come 
from  a  pure  source — that  is,  from  common 
consent,  and  through  an  uncorrupl  chan-* 
nel — that  is,  an  House  of  Commons  freely- 
elected  by  the  people^  Moreover,  they 
who  pay  the  reckoning  ought  to  examine 
and  controul  the  account ;  and  the  onl^ 
controul  the  people  can  have  is  by  a  fair 
representatibn  in  Parliament.  The  neces- 
sity of  obtaining  this  check  by  a  constitu- 
tional Reform  is  now  acknowledged  by  all« 
except  those  who," contrary  to  law,  hare 
possessed  themselves  of  a  property  in  the 
House  of  tUommons,  by  whom  this  land/ 
this  £nglai>d-^ 


-this  dear  land. 


Dear,  for  ber  reputation  through  tbs  worl^ 
Is  now  IcAt'd out"       ■"■ 
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tike  toft  teoMBcnt,  •r  peltinc  farm ; 
EogkiMl^  bound  in  with  the  tHumphant  tea, 
Whos«  rocky  shore  beats  back  the  envious  surge 
'  Of  watery  Neptune,  is  now  bound  in  with  shame, 
.   With  inky  blot&^nd  BOttcn  parchmeot  bonds. 

«  From  this  foul  and  traitorous  traffic 
our  borough-naonger  sovereigns  derive  an 
immense  revenue,  crocUy  wrung  from  the 
hard  hand  of  honest  labour.  I  do,  how- 
ever, now  entertain  an  ardent  hope,  that 
this  degraded  and  degrading  system,  to 
which  all  our  difficulties,  grievances,  and 
dangers  are  owing,  will  at  length  give  way 
to  the  moderate  but  determined  perse- 
verance of  a  whole  united    people. 

Maffna  Charta,  and  the  old  law  of  the 
laud,  will  then  resume  their  empire— free- 
dom will  revive — the  caterpillars  of  the 
atate,  coiling  themselves  up  in  their  own 
naturally  narrow  sphere,  will  fall  off  and 
perish — property  and  political  |K)wer, 
which  the  law  never  separates,  will  be  re- 
vnited—- the  King,  replaced  in  the  happy 
and  dignified  station  allotted  him  by  the 
Constitution— the  people,  relieved  from 
the  bitterest  of  ajl  curses*  the  curse  of  Ca- 
paan — that  of  being  the  servants  of  scrv- 
an;ts— and  restored  to  their  just  and  in- 
disputable rights. 

*'  To  effect  these  greats  import^mt,  and 
necesuiry  purpose  no  exertions  of  mine 
sbaJl  ever  be  waptinff :  without  their  at- 

to}A0ient,Do  efierts  of  mine  can  avail. 

The.  People  of  England  mu^t  speak  out 
^ibey  must  do  wore— they  muft  act  ;— 
and  ij^  following  the  eimmple  of  the  Slec- 
t^n  of  Westminster,  they  do  act,  in  a  firm 
mid  reguliu*  manner,  upon  a  concerted 
plan— ever  keeping  the  Law  ^nd  Consti- 
tution in  viei»v-*->they  must  finally  succeed 
in  recovering  that  to  which  they  are  le- 
^lly  entitled-Hthe  appointment  of  their 
own  guardians,  and  trustees  for  the  piotec- 
^on  of  their  own  liberty  and  ptoperty.' 
They  mnst  either  do  this,  or  they  must  m- 
evitably  fall  a  sacrifice  to  one  or  the  other 
of  the  most  eotttemptible  factions  that  ever 

disgraced  this  or  any  other  country. 

The  question  is  now  at  issue  ;  it  must 
now  be  ultimately  determined,  whether 
we  are  hencefbrth  to  be  slavesy  or  be  free. 
Hold  to  the  laws— -this  great  country  may 
Recover ;  forsake  them — and  it  will  cer- 
tainly perish.— -I  am,  Gentlemeuj  your 
nost  obedient  humble  Servc^it, 

Francis  Buhditt/' 
V  To  the  Eiectori 

Wt        ,„,^,,,^.^^^    ^.^ 

i,  which 
itb  the 


Honourable  House,  nothing  is  better  (be- 
cause nothing  can  be  more  favourable  to 
the  cause  of  public  liberty)  than  the  hav- 
ing forced  the  OUTS  to  an  opai  avowal  of 
their  hostility  towards  Sta  Francis  and  the 
friends  of  Reform.      To  men  much  ac- 
quainted witl^  the  state  of  political  parties, 
Uiis  hostility  was  well  known ;    and,  in- 
deed, how  was  it  possible  to  suppose,  that 
such  men  as  the  Grenvilles,  the  Wynnes ; 
such  men  as  Sir  John  Anstruther,  (lately- 
an  Indian  Judge!)  and  the  Gratuitous  Afl- 
viser;  how  was  it  possible  to  believe,  that 
such  men  as  these  could  be  otherwise  than 
hostile  towards  Sir  Francis  and  his  princi- 
ples? But,  still,  there  were  many  persons* 
who  had,  or  seemed  to  have,  hopes,  that 
the  party  called  the  Whigs  were  friendlv 
to  Reform.     Nanm  do  a  creat  deal ;  and, 
the  name  of  Whig  was  still  a  cause  of  de- 
ception. Now,  Iwwever,  this  name  can  no 
longer  deceive.     Whether  from  a  hope, 
that  the  alarm,  excited  by  the  "  Pic^adiify 
Expedition"  (as  the  people  in  the  streets 
sarcastically  termed  it)  ;  whether  from  a 
hope,  that  this  alarm  would  so  operate  at 
to  stifle  Sir  Francis  and  the  cause  of  Re- 
form ;   or,  fi^m  an  opinion,  that  the  only 
chance  of  ever  getting  a  sh^re  of  the  good 
things,  was  to  foign  alarm,  and,  under  th9l 
pretence,  after,  for  a  decent  period,  "  rti' 
*'  fymg  rounds*  the  ministry,  to  squeeze  in 
amongst  them ;  froih  whatever  cause,  or 
with  whatever  Tiew,  the  feet  is  certain, 
tod  a  valuable  feet  it  is,  that,  the  moment 
Sir  Francis  was  In  the  Tower,  the  Wk^, 
the  v^hoTe  of  the  OUTS,  the  whole  of  those 
who  have  so  long  been  endeavouring  to 
prevail  upon  the  peo[^  to  petition  the  king 
to  take  them  into  place ;  it  is  certain,  that, 
the  moment  that  ttiey  knew,  that  Sir  Fran- 
cis was  safe  in  the  Tower,  the  whole  of 
tbis  fection  joined  in  the  outcry  against 
him,  and  had  the  audacity  to  charge  him 
^ith  being  the  cause  of  those  murders, 
which  h^  been  perpetrated  by  the  soldiers, 
soldiers  brought  out  and  employed  for  tks 
purpose  qf  causing  to  be  executed  an  Order  <f 

the  Honourable  House, ^This    valuable 

fact  we  must  now  never  lose  sight  of;  that 
both  parties  are  against  Sir  Francis ;  that, 
upon  all  occasions,  we  must  now  speak  of 
the  OUTS  as  being  as  much,  if  not  more, 
enemies  df  Reform,  than  the  INS  are;  and 
that  it  would  be  folly  supreme  in  any  part 
of  the  people  to  place  any  reKance  ap<m 
men,  who,  turn  them  which  way  yon  will, 
hafve  no  other  merit  than  that  of  opposing 
bad  measurer  from  bad  motives.— That 
this  is  the  light,  in  which  Sir  Francis 
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riews  the  matter  is  very  ctear/.from  the 
manneiv  in  which  he  speaks  of  "  one  oxtJk 
"  other  of  the  factions/^  Umil  now,  he 
ma3r  have  been  restrained  .l)y  the  re^ol* 
lection  of  former  intercourse^^rom  treating 
the  OUTS,  or,  at  least,  some  of  them>  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  deserved  to  be 
treated.  They  have  now  cast  off  all  dis- 
gaise.  They  saw  him  m  the  Tower;  they 
were  safe  beyond  his  r^ach  for  some 
months  at  any  rate ;  he  could  not  answer 
them ;   he  ivas  m  the  Tower,  and  they  fell 

upon  him  most  heroically. There  is 

one  trick;  one  attempt  to  impose  upon 
Jthe  public,  on  the  part  of  the  OUTS,  that 

I  must  notice. It  is  this:    the  OUTS 

Yoted  against  committinfr  Sir  Francis  to 
the  Tower  ';  and  upon  this  they  put  for- 
ward claims  to  great  merit  with  the  Peo- 
ple. They  have  published  Ifsts  of  the 
mmarity  and  the  majority  upon  the  question 
of  sending  to  the  Tower :  and,  pretend  to 
bfame  the  ministers  for  sending  him  thither. 
This  is  a  gross  attempt  at  deception.  It 
is  not  who  voted  for  sending  to  the  Tower 
.that  we  wanted  to  know  and  to  remember; 
but  all  those  who  voted  ^ot  reprimanding, 
which^  if  the  House  persisted  in  its  claim, 
it  was  easy  to  foresee  must  end  in  a  com^ 
mitment  to  the  Tower,  or,  at  least,  in  some<- 
thing  beyond  a  reprimand.  The  At- 
TORNEV  General,  in  answer  to  a  charge 
against  the  ministers  for  having  caused  all 
the  disturbances  by  their  rash  act  of  com- 
mitting to  the  Tower,  instead  of  adopting 
jthe  p^nishmen^  of  Reprimand,  proposed 
by  the  QUTS;  in  answer  to  this  the  At- 
.tomey  (general  ridiculed  the  notion  of  the 
House  contenting  itself  with  a  reprimand. 

He  said,  "  he  would  ask  those  gen- 

''  tieman  who  had  been  so  anxious  for  a 
*'  vpte  of  reprimand,  in  preference  to  that 
''  of  commitment,  supposing  that  the  ma- 
*'  jority  of  that  House  had  been  of  their 
"  opinion,  in  what  manner  did  they  think 
**  that  reprimand  wotald  have  been  received? 
"The  Honourable  Baronet  would  have 
"  looked  down  upon  such  a  censure  with 
*'  feelings  very  opposite  to  those  neces- 
'*  sary  to  be  entertained  by  th^.  object 
-  '^  of  a  reprimand  in  order  to  make  that 
•*  reprimand  effectual.  That  Honourable 
•*  Baronet  would  have  looked  upon  it 
•*  as  if  a  man  qf  rank  and  eminence  was  re- 
f*  prhnanded  bv  his  servanu  in  his  servants' 

w  ball*' ^The  Attorney  General  was,  it 

ieea)%  called  to  order,  doubtless  for^te- 
^sting  XhB  possibility  of  Sir  Francis's  look- 
ing upon  Uie  Honourable  House  as  a  pack 
^  Ib^ejA  ^  grpQDM  and  lackeys  and 


shoe-bf^ys.  This  ym,  t^  ^  sore,  ^  mo^t 
^fortuns^t^  sugge^lop,  and  tha^^  too,  at  ^ 
moment  when  the  grand  object 'was  tq 
main^in  '.'  the  dignity**  of  the  House  i 
but,  though  I  venture  not  even  to  ffir^  ^ 
opinion  uppn  this  suggestion  of  the  At- 
torney General,  I  haye  no  scruple  at  all  i^ 
saying,  that  that  map  must  have  been  in-^ 
deed  an  ideot,  who  expected,  that  the  re^ 
primand  would  not  have  prbduced  an  on- 
suMT  ten  thousand  times  more  cutting  than 
any  thing  coi^ined  in  the  publication  ioi^ 
K^vinff  made  which  the  Reprimaiul,  was  t^ 
hi^ve  peen  ioflicted.  So  that  to  vote  for  a 
Reprimand  was,  in  SoQi,  to  vote  for  a  widen- 
ing of  the  breach ;  i(  was  to  vote  for  a  Icecp* 
ing  of  the  quarrel  alive ;  it  was  to  vote,  m 
fact,  as  heartily  against  Sir  Fraucis  as  it 

was  possible  to  vote. Those  who  voted 

for  the  Reprimand  were  by  far  the  bitterest 
enemies  of  Sir  Francis ;  and,  it  will  not 
be  forgotten,  that  the  two  persons,  wh* 
spoke  the  most  against  his  pubIicatlon» 
were  the  late  India  Judge  and  the  Duke 
of  York's  Adviseo  who,  be  it  observed,  are 
both  ranked  in  that  minority,  who  are  rep 
presented  as  having  voted /or  Sir  Francist 
and  against  his  being  sent  to  the  Toweo 

^There  was,  indeed,  two  lists,  which 

it  would  have  been  seme  service  to  pub- 
lish, namely ;  the  lists  of  the  inajority  anil 
the  minority  upon  L^an  Folkestone's 
aipendnient^  which  amendment  amounted 
to  a  declaration  that  the  House  had  no 
right  to  meddle  with  the  matter.  These 
listi  would  have  been  very  useful :  these 
are  the  lists  which  would  have  shewn  ua 
who  were  for  Sir  Francis>  and  who  against 
him;  and  these  lists  the  partisans  of  the 
OUTS  have  taken  special  care  that  the 
public  shall  not  see  any  thing  of.*— This 
decided  hostility,  this  open  hostility  of  the 
OUTS,  "is  very  favourable  to  the  public 
cause.  The  people  now  see^  that  there 
is  no  good  to  be  expected  from  a  change  qf 
ministry ;  that  it  would  be  the  old  thing 
o«er  again ;  a  mere  addition  to  the  penMoa 
list,  and  a  new  batch  of  every  degree  ; 
ftesh  humiliations  for  the  king,  and  fresh 
insults  on  his  people^ 

PAaLiAUBNTARY  KsFOBii. «— —  Ib  my 
last,  I  had  neither  timejior  room  to  advert 
to  the  notice  of  Ma.  Biiand  for  bringing 
forward  some  proposition,  relative  to  this 
subject— Mr.  Brand  has,  upon  many 
occasions,  spoken  out  boldly,  and,  the 
people  wUI,  I  am  ceruin,  be  very  glad  tQ 
see  theyimse  of  Refprm  kemtify  taken  up 
by  hiitT  The  people  are  attached  to 
their  owaintereito;  and^  t^([h  there  la 

X2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•17] 


POLFTICAL  REGISTER.— PflfKamm^ary  nrfom. 


[(J48 


some  weight,  and  a  great  deal,  in  mere 
personal  character  and  manners,  still,  if 
the  people  saw  any  other  man  as  able  and 
«8  willing  to  stand'  by  them ;  if  they  had 
prcof  of  such  ability  and  wHl  in  any  other 
man,  that  man  would  not  fail  to  divide 
their  attachment  with  Sir  Francis,  the  only 
way  to  lower  whom  from  his  height  of 
popularity,  is,  to  equal  him  in  endeavours 

10  serve  the  jjcople. Of  the  intended 

proposition  of  Mr.  Brand  I  know  nothing, 
and,  therefore,  I  can  say  nothing  as  to 
what  it  is;    but,  I  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing my  hopes  as  to  what  it  is  not; 
«nd,  1  do  sincerely  hope,  that  Mr.  Brand 
will  not  be  induced  to  imitate  any  of  the 
patch-work  makerii,  who  have  heretofore 
appeared  as  Reformers ;   that  he  will  not 
Attempt  to  reconcile  us  to  the  borough - 
system  by  any  partial  measures,  such  as 
the  throwmg  open  of  some  and  the  sup- 
pressing of  others,  but  still  keeping  the 
kernel  of  the  accursed  thing  alive;    that 
he  will  i^ot  attempt  to  retain  any  of  the 
present    qualificatioru   or    ditquattjicafions, 
and  the  disgi*aceful  swearings  and  lyings 
irom  which  those  restrictions  are  insepara- 
-  ble;  and  that  he  will  not,  on  any  account, 
insult  us  with  any  proposition  to  buy  up 
the  boroughs,  to  petition  the  king  and  the 
two  Houses  to  tax  us  for  the  means  of  pur- 
chasing the  fee-simple  of  the  faUe-swear- 
ang  and  all  the  manifold  villainies  of  the 
boroughmongering  crew.      It  is  enough ; 
it  is  quite  enough,  in  all  conscience,  to 
know  that  we  have  for  so  many  years, 
been  taxed  and  governed  by  men,  chosen, 
in  no  inconsiderable  pait,  by  miscreants, 
who  openly  take  money  from  the  candi- 
date, and  who  plainly  tell  you,  that  their 
votes  afford  them  the   means    of  keep- 
<ing,  in  part  at  least,  their  families;  it  is 
quite  enough  to  know  this,  wiih^t  being 
called  opoa  to  give  part  of  what  properly 
we  have  left  to  these  rufiians  to  sufier  us 
to  choose  our  own  representatives  for  the 
future,  to  give  them,  in  fact,  a  bribc4n 
perpetuity ;    as  if  we  were  to  say  to  each 
individual  raggamuOun  :   ''  hold,  you  now 
*'  get   ten   pounds,  for  instance,  a  year, 
.**  upon  an  average,  for  your  vote :  that, 
**  taken  at  the  rate  of  freehold  property 
"  being  tiiirty  year's  purchase,  is  worth 
"  300  /i  therefore  we  will  give  you  300  /. 
"  not  to  vole  again."      I  should  as  8:)0n 
consent;  nay,  1  w  ould  sooner  consent,  if  I 
^nu!d  obtain  security  for  performance  of 
articles,   to  make  a  sinuiar  cotVipromisc 
with    lughwaymen     and     sheep,  stealers, 
whose  «#ftliing.  is  less  disgraceful  in  itself;, 


and  much  less  injurious  to  the  public, 
than  that  of  a  dealer  in  boroughs,  in  seals, 
or  in  votes,  w  hethcr  he  be  buyer  or  scllier, 
or  wheiher  his  dealings  be  in  wholesale  or 

retail. 1  do  hope,  that  Mr.  Brand  has 

none  of  this  sort  of  proposition  in  view ; 
for,  most  assuredly  it  would  be  met  with 
fehouts  of  public  fcorn.  I  hope,  that  Mr. 
iBrand  has  imbibed  ihe  conviction,  that  a 
Ketorm,  to  content  people  now,  must  bt 
real;  that  it  is  net  now  sufficient  to  hold 
out  a  splendid  project;  that  we  are  all 
thoroughly  persuaded,  that  m  thing  can 
save  this  nation  short  of  a  House  of  Com- 
mons, upon  the  plan,  or,  at  least,  upon  the 

principles,  of  Sir  Francis. Mr.  Brand 

may  be   assured,   that  the   people   have 
n<KO  not  the  smiillest  djubt    as  to    th« 
real  great  cause,  the  principal  predomi- 
nating cause,  ot  all  their  distresses  and  of 
the  disgraces  and  dangers  of  their  country: 
There  have,  of  late,  appeared  so  many 
proofs,  so  clearly  given,  of  the  source  of 
all  our  national  calamities,  that  no  doubt 
can  or  does  remain ;  and  you  can  meet 
with  no  man,  even  amongst  the  least- in- 
formed part  of  the  community,  who  does 
not  perceive,  that  this  source  is  the  bo- 
rough-mongering  system.     The  thing  i» 
now  understood  ;  it  is  seen  through  ;  the 
very  common  people  can  easily  trace  the 
power  of  pocketing  the  public  money  to 
the  possession  of  borough  interest,  or,  in 
other  words,  to  the  possession  of  votes. 
The  whole  of  the  traffic  is  as  well  under- 
stood as  that  of  the  chandler's  shop  ;  and 
boroughmonger  has,  at  last,  taken  its  place 
at  the  head  of  the  commonly-used  appel- 
lations of  infamy.     Those  who  merit  tbif 
appellation  should,  through  the  means  of 
some  vote  in  parliament,  be  pointed  out 
by   narnc.     They   ought  to   be   known : 
these  daring,  these  audacious  violators  of 
the  lavv,  of  act  upon   act,   ought  to  bt 
known  to  the  people  of  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  and,  I  think,  that  a  good  prelimi- 
nary measure  would  be,  a  motion  for  a 
committee  to  ascertain  icAo  the  borough" 

mongers  are. A  dealer  in  seats  or  in 

votes  is  a  violator  of  the  law.  He  is  a 
robber  of  the  worst  description;  and,  as 
such  h^  ought  to  be  cor>sidered  and  treated. 
The  thief,  who  should  steal  my  horse  or 
my  sheep,  I  would  much  sooner  forgive, 
than  the  thief,  vv;ho  robs  me  of  my  rights, 
and,  by-thn  means,  of  my  property,  and 
who  commits  this  robbery  under  the 
forms  imposed  by  the  very  law  that  be 
violates. In  my  last,  1  took  a  hasty- 
view  of  the  baleful  efiecta  of  the  boro«gh« 
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moDgering  system  as  to  the  filling  of 
o£9ces  in  the  state.  A  correspond ent>  in 
confirmation  of  what  I  then  said,  has  refer- 
red me  to  the  followins;striking  passage  of  a 
celebrated  work,  toncTiing  upon  the  same 
topic,'  and  written  about  fifty  years  ago. 
"  In  a  nation/'  says  the  author^  *'  circum- 
*'  stanced  like  ours,  the  great  contention 
"  among  those  of  quality  and  fortune  will 
"  probably  lie  in  the  atFair  of  Election 
"  Interests  :  that  next  to  efleminate 
''  pleasures  and  gaming,  this  (for  the  same 
*'  eiKl  as  gaming)  will  of  course  be  the 
''capital  pursuit:  that  this  interest  will 
"  naturally  be  regarded  as  a  kind  of 
'*  Family- Fund,  for  the  provision  of  the 
"  younger  branches ;  and  that  its  force 
*'  must  arise  from  this  principle,  that  in 
f*  case  the  head  of  the  family  is  not  gratis 
*'fied  in  his  lucrative  demands,  he  and  his 
"  dependants  will  raise  a  combustion  in 
"  the  stale.  Viewing  the  allair,  then,  in 
"  this  light ;  we  shall  see  that,  beside  the 
*'  general  ill  influence  of  Faction,  this 
"  principTc  of  disunion  must  farther  tend 
"  to  weaken  or  destroy  both  the  national 
"  capacity  and  the  national  spirit  of  de- 
f  fence.  For,  in  a  nation  so  circum- 
"  stanced,  through  the  strength  of  this 
•'  principle,  many  Iiigh  and  important 
'*  posts,  in  every  public  and  important 
**  profession,  must  of  course  be  filled  by 
f  men,  who,  iixstead  of  ability  and  virtue, 

"pkad  ihiM  interest  for  their  best  title, 

f*  How,  indeed,  can  it  be  otherwise,  while 
"  the  consciousness  of  this  principle  has 
*'  any  place  in  the  mind  ?  Is  not  the  par- 
"  liament  interest  qf  every  powerful  fondly 
"  continually  rung  in  tlie  ears  qf  its  brandies 
•*  and  dependants  F  And  does  not  this  in- 
"  evitably  tend  to  relax  and  weaken  the 
"  application  of  the  young  men  of  quality 
"  and  fortune,  and  render  every  man, 
"  who  has  reliance  on  this  princii>le,  less 
"  qualified  for  those  stations,  which  Ly  this 
'*  very  principle  he  obtains  T  For  why  should 
"  a  youth  of  family  or  fashion  (thus  he 
"  argues  with  himself)  why  should  he 
"  submit  to  the  drudgery  of  schools,  col- 
"  leges,  academies,  voyages, campaigns, fa- 
"  ti^ues  and  dansers,  when  lie  can  rise  to  the 
*'  highest  stations  by  the  stnooth  and  easy  path 

"  qf  parliamoUary  interest  ?" To   be 

sure.  How  is  it  to  be  expected,  that  men 
will  encounter  toils  and  dangers  for  the 
obtaining  of  that^  which  is  to  be  obtained 
by  intrigue,  lying,  swearing,'  and  the  em- 
ployment of  the  base  means,  which  any 
fool,  provided  he  have  a  little  of  the  cun- 
^S  of  knaTery,  can  so  easily  employ  ? 


The  wonder  is,  that,  under  »uc.b  a  system, 
the  afiairs  of  a  nation  can  be  c  a  ried  on 
with  sufiicietH  consistency  even  to  keep 
the  government,  in  any  shape,  in  exist- 
ence.  Mr.  Blrke,  in  his  speech  upon 

that  famously  fl  .grant  job,  the  payment 
of  the  Nabob  of  Arcol's  debts,  an  afi'air 
which  began  in  February  I'JSj,  more  than 
25  years  ago,  and  which  allair  stiil  is  a 
dram  upon  the  nation,  which  has  to  sup- 
port a  set  of  Commissioners  to  do  some- 
thing or  other  about  those  debts ;  upon  that 
occasion  Mr.  Burke  described  the  means 
by  which  t^e  borbugh -system  plundered 
the  public.  The  job  itself  he  describe* 
thus  :-^"  All  the  actsand  munimems  inth* 
"  records  of  peculation  ;  the  consolidated 
*'  corruption  of  ages ;  the  patterns  of  ex-- 
*'  emplary  plunder  in  the  heroic  times  of 
"  Homan'  antiquity,  never  equalled  the 
"  gigantic  corruption  of  this  single  act. 
"  Never  did  Nero,  in  all  the  insolent  pro- 
*'  digality  of  despotism,  deal  out  to  his 
"  Prsetorian  guards  a  donation  fit  to  be 
*'  named  with  the  largess  showered  down 
"  by  the  bounty  of  our  Chancellor  of  the 
"  Exchequer  on.  the  faithful  band  of  his 

"  Indian  Sepoys.*' Such  was  the  job, 

which  was  sanctioned  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  Such  was  the  manner,  in 
which  the  people's  money  was  expended 
by  ""  the  guardMins  of  the  public  purse."  Let 
us  now  hear  what  was  the  otiject  which 
the  minister  (Pitt),  according  to  Miu 
BuBKE  (on  whom  be  afierwards  bestowed 
a  pension)  had  in  view  ;  and  we  shall  see 
the  close  connection  between  this  act  of 
"  gigantic  corruption"  the  minister's  keep- 
ing his  place  by  means  of  the  borough- 
mongers.  We  shall  here  sec  Bcnfield^ 
who  was  to  share  the  greatest  part  ef  the 
profits  of  this  job,  paying  the  minister  in 
votes.  The  minister  had  been,  and  still 
pretended  to  be,  a  parliamentary  reformer, 
and  this  is  what  Mr.  Burke   alludes  to  in 

the  following  passage. "  You  are  per- 

"  fectly  sensible  that  a  Parliamenury  Re- 
'f  form  occupies  his  thoughts  day  and 
"  night,  as  an  essential  member  in  this  ex« 
"  traordinary  project.  In  his  anxious  re- 
"  searches  upon  this  subject,  natural  in- 
"  stinct  as  well  as  sound  policy,  would  di- 
"  rect  his  eyes,  and  settle,  his  choice  on 
<'  Paul  Benfield.  Paul  Benfield  is  the 
"  grand  parliamentary  reformer,  the  re- 
"  former  to  whom  the  whole  choir  of  re- 
"  formers  bow,  and  to  whom  even  the 
"  right  honourable  gentleman  himself 
"  must  yield  the  palm.  For  what  region 
'*  in  the  empire,  what  city,  what  borough^ 
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*'  \*^hail  county,  what  tribunal,  in  thisking- 
'•  dom,  h  not  full  of  his  labours  ?  Others 
«*  haye  been  only  speculators ;  he  is  the 
«'  grand  practical  reformer ;  and  whilst 
••  the  Chaixcellor  of  the  Exchequer  pledges 
"  in  Tain  the  man  and  the  minister,  to  in- 
*•  crease  the  provincial  members,  Mr. 
"  Benfield  has  auspiciously  and  practi- 
*'  cally  beeun  it.  Leaying  far  behind' 
"  him  Lord  Camelford's  generous  design 
*'  of  bestowing  Old  Sarum  on  the  bank  of 
**  England,  Mr.  Benfield  has  thrown  in 
"  the  borough  of  Cricklade  to  reinforce 
*'  the  county  representation.  Not  content 
^  with  this,  in  order  to  station  a  steady 
*'  phalanx  for  all  future  reforms,  this 
"  public-spirited  usurer,  amidst  his  chari- 
"  table  toils  for  the  relief  of  India,  did  not 
**  forget  the  poor  rotten  constitution  of  his 
*'  native  country.  For  her,  he  did  not 
"  disdain  to  stoop  to  the  trade  of  a  whole- 
**  sale  upholsterer  for  this  house,  to  fur- 
"  nish  it,  not  with  the  faded  tapestry 
'*  Bgures  of  antiqoatcd  merit,  such  as  de-* 
"  corate,  an  J  may  reproach  some  other 
"  housts,  but  with  real,  solid,  living  pat- 
'•  terns  of  true  m^^dern  virtii.  Paul  Ben- 
'*'  field  made  (reckoning  himself)  nofetoer 
«  thfm  eight  members  in  the  last  patliament. 
«*  Wkal  copious  streams  qfpure  blood  must  he 
**  not  have  truwfiised  into  ike  veins  t^the  fre^ 
«4  fcnt !      *         ^         *        ^         *         ^ 

**  On  his  part  he  [Atkinson,  Benfield's 
*'  Agentlwas  not  wanting  in  fceal  f«r  the 
"  comnion  cause.  "  Hi<  advertisements 
"  shew  his  motives,  And  the  roerite  upon 
"  which  he  stood.  For  yr^ut  minister, 
**  this  worn-out  veteran  submitted  to  enter 
*'  into  the  crusty  field  of  the  London  con- 
*'  test ;  and  you  all  remember,  that  in  the 
'<  same  virtuous  clause  he  submitted  to 
**  keep  a  sort  of  public  office  or  counting' 
"  house,  where  the  whole  business  qf  the  hist 
•^  general  election  wtts  nuina^ed,  ft  was  openly 
**  tfianavied  by  the  direct  n^ent  and  attorney 
"  qf  Benfi^  'dL  ft  was  managed  upon  /;*- 
**  diun  principles  and  for  an  Indian  interest, 
*' This  was  the  goldt-n  cup  ofabomina- 
"  tions ;  this  the  chalice  of  the  fornica- 
"  tions  o4  rapine,  usury,  and  oppression, 
*<  wiiich  was  held  out  by  the  gorj^eous 
*'  eastern  harlot ;  which  so  many  qf  the 
"  people,  so  many  qf  the  nobles  of  this  land 
*'  drained  to  the  very  dregs.  Do  you  think 
*'  that  no  reckoning  was  to  follow  tliis  lewd 
"  debauch  ?  that  no  payment  was  to  be 
««  demanded  for  this  riot  of  public  drun- 
<'  kenness  imd  national  prostitution  ?  Here ! 
«  yon  have  it  before  you.     7U  principal  qf 


"  the  grand  election  mana^  nitist  be  w* 
*'  detnnijied ;  accordingly  the  claims  qf  Be^ 
'Afield  and  his  crew  mast  be  put  abcfoe  all  m^ 
''  <pdry.  I  have  thus  laid  before  you,  Mr. 
"  Speaker,  I  think  with  sufficient  clear- 
'*  ness,  the  connection  qf  the.  ministers  twrt 
•'  Mir.  Aikinson  at  the  general  election ;  I 
"  have  laid  open  to  you  the  connection  of 
"  Atkinson  with  Benfield  ;  I  have  shewn 
*'  Benjkld's  employment  qf  his  wealth,  vi 
"  creating  a  parliamentary  interest,  to  pro^ 
"  cure  a  ministerial  protection  ;  I  have  set 
"  before  your  eyes  his  large  concern  in 
"  the  debt,  his  practices  to  hide  that  con- 
"  cern  fi-om  the  public  eye,  and  the  liberal 
"protection  which  he  has  received  from  tU 
"  minister.  If  this  chain  of  circumstanees 
"  does  not  lead  you  necessarily  to  con-' 
"  elude  that  the  minister  has  paid  to  the 
"  avarice  qf  Ben^ld  the  services  done  by  Ben^ 
"field's  connections  to  his  amlMion,  I  do  not 
"  know  any  thing  short  of  the  confession 
"  of  the  party  that  can  persuade  you  of 
^  his  guilt.  Clandestine  and  collusive 
"  practice  can  only  be  traced  by  com- 
"  bination  and  comparisipn  of  circt^to- 
"  stances.  To  reject  such  combination  and 
"  comparison  is  to  reje«:t  the  only  means 
"  ef  detecting  fraud ;  it  is,  indeed,  to  give 
"  it  a  patent  and  free  licence  to  cheat 
'•  with  impunity.  I  confine  myself  to  th^ 
"  connection  of  ministers,  mediately  or 
"  immediately,  with  only  two  person^ 
"  concerned  in  this  debt.  How  many 
"  others,  who  support  their  power  andgreat-^ 
"ness  within  and  without  doors,  are  con- 
*'  cemed  «riginally,  or  by  transfisrs  of 
"  these  debtS)  must  be  left  to  general 
'*  opinion.  I  refer  to  ttie  reports  of  the 
"  select  committee  for  the  proceedings  of 
"  some  of  the  agents  in  these  affairs,  und 
"  their  attempts,  at  least,  to  fitmish  mi' 
"  nisters  with  the  means  qf  buying  general 
"  courts,  and  even  wftole  pnrliatneuts,  in  the 

"gross, 1  know  that  the  ministers 

♦'  will  think  it  little  less  than  acquittal, 
*'  that  they  are  charged  with  having  taken 
"  to  thc^mselves  some  part  of  the  moiiey 
"  of  which  they  have  made  so  fiberal  a 
"donation  to  their  partisans,  though  the 
"  charge  may  be  indi^tnutably  "fixed  nboh 
"  the  corruption  of  their  politics.  For 
"  my  part,  I  follow  their  crimes  to  thjit 
"  point  to  which  legal  presumptions  and 
"  natural  indications  lead  me,  without 
"  considering  what  species  of  evil  motive  ^ 
"  tends  most  to  aggravate  or  extenuate 
"  the  guilt  of  their  conduct.  But  if  I  ahi 
"  to  speak  my  pi-ivate  setitiments,  I  thinlc 
''  that  In  a  thousand  cases  for  one  it  WotiM 
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*'  be  far  leu  mischievoas  to  the  publicj 
**  and  full  as  little  disfaonoturable  to  them- 
"  selves,  to  be  polluted  with  direct  bribery, 
"  than  thus  to  become  a  standing  aoxi- 
"  liary  to  the  oppression,  nsary,  and  pe- 
*^  calatipn  of  multitudes,  in  order  to  ob- 
"  tain  a  corrupt  support  to  liieir  power. 
*'  Tt  u  Ifyln-ilnng,  w>t  90  (fien  by  being  bribed, 
"  that  wicked  podtidam  bring  ruin  on  mm- 
*'  kind.  Avarice  is  a  rival  to  the  pursuits 
"  of  many.  It  finds  a  multitude  of  checks, 
*'  and  many  opposers,  in  every  walk  of 
"  life.  But  the  objects  qf  ambition  are  for 
"  the  few  ;  and  coery  person  that  aims  at  in- 
♦'  direct  profit,  and  thertfore  wants  othar  pro^' 
^  tection  than  i/mocenee  and  law,  ins^ad  of 
*'  its  rival  becomes  its  instilment.  There  U  a 
"  natural  allegiance  and  fealty  due  \n  this 
•»  domineering  paramount  evil,  from  all 
"  the  vassal  vices,  which  acknowledge  \u 
*' superiority,,  and  readily  militate  under 
'*  its  banners ;  and  it  is  und^r  that  dis- 
**  cipline  alone  that  avarice  is  able  to 
•'  spread  to  any  considerable  extent,  or  to 
"  render  itself  a  general  public  mischief. 
"  It  is  therefore  no  apology  for  minis- 
''  ters,  that  they  have  not  been  bought 
''  by  the  E^st  India  delinquents,  but 
*•  that  they  have  Qnly  formed  an  allis^nce 
"with  them  ybr  screening  each  other  from 
*' justice,  according  to  the  exigence  of 
*•  their  several  necessities.  That  they  hate 
*'  done  so  is  evident ;  and  the  Junction 
"of  the  power  of  oifice  in  Englanii,  with 
"  the  abuse  of  authority  in  the  East,  has 
"  not  only  prevented  even  the  appearance 
'*  of  redress  to  the  grievances  of  India, 
^'  but  I  wish  it  may  hot  be  found  to  have 
'*  dulled,  if  not  extinguished,  the  )i6nour, 
*\  the  candour,  the  generosity,  the  good 
"nature,  whidh  used  formerly  to  charac- 
/'  terize  the  people  of  England.  I  con- 
"  fess,  I  wish  that  some  more  feeling  than 
"I  have  yet  observed  for  the  suiierin^s  of 
"  our  fellow-creatures  and  fellow -subjects 
/'  in  that  oppressed  part  of  the  world,  had 
,"  manif estea  itself  in .  any  one  quarter  of 
"  the  king^om^  pr  in  one  large  desqrip- 

/*  tion  of  incn." Here  is  a  complete 

inst|uice  from  beginning  to  ei^d.  I  could 
have  taken  instances  full  as  strong  and  of 
inuch  more  modern  (tate ;  but,  I  chose 
rather  to  take  an  instance  in  the  words  of 
.imother,  apd  especially  as  that  other  is  so 
.iVequently  quoted  by  those,  who  are  op- 

.posed  to  a  Reform. Is  it  not  evident,; 

that  if  the  peicip/Se  of  England,  ^\\  .the  peo- 
ple of  property,  had  tmd  the  choosing  of 
,  their  representatives,  they  never  would 
.hav^  ioQeried  P^ul  Bi^nfield  \p  have  djg^ 


members  in  the  Commons'  Route?  In  an- 
other part  of  ihe  Spcfech,  Benficld  is 
described  as  "a  wretch,  whose'  vmvak 
*»  ought,  limg  ago,  ^o  have  fattened  iffe*  region 
"  kites.'*  And  yeit  this  "  wnrtA"  could 
put  eight  memoets  into  the  House  ^f 
Commons;  aye,  but  what  rs  more, 
his  eloquent  accuser  could  support'  the 
svHtem,  by  which  this*'  region  kiti^'  gen- 
tleman was  not  only  enabled  to  put,  oSlm 
own  account,  ^ght'  members  into  tbfc 
House,  but  by  which  he  was  enabled  ''  tn 
"manage  the  whole  business  of  a  general  elefs 

"  tion.^* ^Mr.  Burke,  srtas !  was  himself, 

with  all  his  eloquence  and  his  philosophy^, 
dependent  on  the  borou^h-mongering  sys- 
tem, the  influence  of  which  system,  would, 
had  he  opposed  it,  have  kept  him  out  ofthb 
House,  or  would  have  imined  him.— -—But, 
what  appears  unaccountable  to  me,  is,  thflit 
a  man,  after  eWing  thb  description  of  thb 
conduct  of  Benfield  and  the  Minister^; 
after  shewing  that  seats  had  been  bought 
by  th^  former  for  insuring  the  Minister 
totes  in  the  House,  in  return  for  which  the 
Minister  was  giving  him  the  public  iD<^ 
ney  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds, 
part  of  our  present  enormous  debt ;  and, 
after  describing,  in  strains  so  eloquent,  the 
injustice,  the  misery,  the  craiilty,  the  na- 
tional infamy,  21owiii|^  from  thts  source^: 
the  wonder  to  i6e,  is,  how,  after  this,  this 
same  man  could  have  the  face  to  pretend 
that  the  system  ought  to  remain,  and  that  to 
attempt  to  change  it  would  be  to  endanger 
theJuipmess  qfthe  rtation  /  'What  was  it,  m 
fact,  bdt  saying,  "'Here  is  a  villain,  whose 
"  carcase  ought,  lonff  ago,  to  have  been 
"  suspended  on  a  gibbet;  this  villain,  by 
**  the  means  afforded  by  the  borougb- 
*'  mongerins system,  has  put eiffht  members 
'» into  the  Hbuse,'  which  ousht  to  repre- 
''  sent  the  people  ;  he  has  kept  a  sort  ^ 
"public  office  for  dealing  in  seats  in  thrs 
"  nouse;  he  has  given  nis  bought  votes 
"  to  the  Minister  ;  by  the  means  of  those 
"  votes  the  Ministerhas  been  able  to  keep 
"  his  place  and  bis  power ;  and,  in  pa)r- 
"  ment  for  those  \otes  the  Minister  is 
'•  now,  Under  pretence  of  paying  debts  to 
"the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  drawing  money 
"from  the  people  in  taxes  to  put  ii^to  ihe 
"  pocket  of  this  villain  and  his  associates : 
"  All  this  is  true;  yet  do  I  say,  that  this 
"  seat-selling  system  is  for  the  good  qf  the 

"  nation,^' in  answer  to  a  man,  who 

would  thus  exoress  himself,  there  is  no- 
thing to  soy.  It  is  clear,  that  such  a  man 
has  got  beyond  the  point  where  reasoning 
if  supposed  to  have  any  weight.  It  is  clear. 
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that  he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  push 
oppression  as  far  as  it  will  go,  without 
piilitary  force  ;  and  then  to  resort  to  thnt 
force.  It  h  quite  clear,  that  he  knows 
that  he  has  the  bad  cause  to  defend,  and 
that  he  is  prepared  for  extremities  ;  that, 
though  he  knows  his  danger  to  be  great 
ftom  perseverance,  he  also  knows,  that 
Reform  would  reduce  him  to  his  native 
nothingness ;  and  that,  therefore,  you 
iiave  nothing  to  expect  from  him  hut  what 

jfou  can  for(x  from  him, 1  am,  however, 

in  hopes,  that  we  have  not  to  expect 
language  like  this  at  present.  There  is, 
in  the  public  mind,  a  pretty  confident  ex- 
pectation, that  this  audacious  language,  this 
Dpenly  avowed  love  of  corruption  is  no 
longer  to  be  heard  ;  that  the  nation  is  not 
Bgam  to  be  told,  that  they  must  endure  to 
be  l^Qught  and  sold,  and  that  the  whole 
mass  of  it  is  corrupt,  from  the  bottom  to 
the  top  ;  but  that  the  people  themselves, 
pinety  nine  hundredths  of  whom  have  no 
voice  iu  elections,  are  nwrt  corrupt  than 
the  sellers  and  buyers  of  seats  and  of  votes. 
It  is  my  opinion,  too,  that  we  shall  hear 
this  audacious  language  no  more  ;  but,  I 
firoQld  as  soon  hear  it,  «is  to  hear  of  pro- 
positions for  the  cdmpounding  with  the 
raggamulfins  and  pettifoggers  and  borough 
mongers.  The  law  says,  that  the  con- 
stitution is  bur  Aw-zAn^/ii^  and  I  will  never 
give  my  consent  tq  the  purchasing  of  any 

tart  of  it,  especially  from  miscreants  who 
ave  stolen  it  from  us. 

W",  COBBETT, 
^tky,  26th  Apr.  ISiO. 

The  Debate  on  Lord  Ossqlstone's  mo- 
tion about  the  murders  committed  by 
the  Life  Guards'  Men  ;  the  Petition  of 
Capt.  Fosketti  and  the  Question  of  poor 
Robert  jEfPBRY,  in  m^  ntxt* 


THE  SIXTH  VOLUME  OF 

COBBETT'S 

Parliamentary  History 

Of 

ENGLAND, 

Comprising  the  Period  from  the  Acce^ 
sion  of  Queen  Anne,  in  1702,  to  the  Ac- 
cession of  King  George  the  First,  in  17  U, 
is  r^adjr  for  Peliycry, 


Mr.  Ebskine's  (now  Lord  Erskine)  Opi- 
nion 9F  THE  Proceedings  op  thb 
Court  of  King's-Bench  in  Ireland, 
BY  attachment.  Written  to  a  Gen- 
tleman  OF   HIGH  reputation  AT  THE 

^AR  m  Dublin. 

Bothy  Jan.  13,  1785. 

Sir;  I  feel  myself  very  much  honoured 
by  your  application  to  me,  on  an  occasion 
so  important  to  the  public  freedom ;  and 
I  only  lament  that  neither  my  oge  nor  ex- 
perience are  such  as  to^give  my  opinion 
any  authority  with  the  Court  in  which 
you  practise ;  but  wherever  I  have  np 
doubtf  I  am  always  ready  to  say  what  I 
think,  and  you  are  therefore,  very  wel- 
come to  my  most  public  sentiments,  if  any 
use  can  be  made  of  them. 

You  have  very  properly  confined  your 
questions  to  the  particular  case,  furnished 
me  by  the  affidavit  which  you  hare  trans- 
mitted to  me ;  and  my  answers  therefore 
need  involve  in  them  no  general  discus* 
sions  upon  the  principles  of  civil  govern- 
ment, which  in  the  mere  abstract  are  not 
often  useful,  nor  always  intelligible.  The 
propositions,  to  which  my  answers  are 
meant  strictly  to  apply,  are.  First,  Whe- 
ther the  facts  charged  by  the  affidavit,  on 
which  your  Court  of  King's  Bench  is  pro- 
ceeding against  the  Magistrates  of  Leitrim# 
arc  suHicient  to  warrant  any  criminal  pro- 
secution for  a  misdemeanor  whatsoever  ? 
Secondly,  Whether,  supposing  them  suf- 
ficient to  warrant  a  prosecution  by  in- 
formation or  indictment,  the  Court  has  any 
jurisdiction  to  proceed  by  Attachment"? 
As  you  are  pushed  in  point  of  time,  I  can 
venture  to  answer  both  these  questions  a^ 
Bath,  without  the  assistance  of  my  books, 
because  they  would  throw  no  light  upoti 
the  first  from  its  singularity,  and  the  last  is 
much  too  clear  to  require  any  from  thecD. 

As  to  the  first — the  facts  charged  by  the 
affidavit  do  of  themselves  neither  establish 
nor  exclude  guilt  in  the  defendants.  In 
one  state  of  society  suc^h  proceedings 
might  be  highly  criminal;  and,  in  ano- 
ther, truly  virtuous  and  legal. 

To  create  a  national  delegation  amongst 
a  free  people,  already  governed  by  Repre- 
sentation, can  never  be  under  all  circuiri- 
stances,  a  crime:  the  objects  of  such  de- 
legation, and  the  pur|>oses  of  those  who 
seek  to  efiect  it,  can  alonfi  determine  the 
quality  of  the  act^  apd  the  gujlt  or  iniro- 
cence  of  the  actors. 

If  it  points  (no  matter  upon  what  neces-r 
sity)  to  itipenwdc  or  to  controul  the  c«i»t^ 
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ing  government,  it  is  self  evident,  that  it 
cannot  be  tolerated  by  its  laws,,  It  may 
be  a  glorious  Eevolution,  but  it  is  rebellion 
against  the  government  which  it  changes. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  extends  no  iur- 
ther  than,  to  speak  with  certainty,  the 
united  voice  of  the  nation  to  its  Repre- 
sentatives, without  any  derogation  of  tneir 
legislative  authority  and  discretion ;  it  is 
a  legal  proceeding,  which  ought  not  in- 
deed to  be  lightly  entertained,  but  which 
many  national  conjunctures  may  render 
wise  and  necessary. 

The  Attorney  General  might,  undoubt- 
edly, convert  the  facts,  contained  in  the 
affidavit,  into  a  legal  charg'e  of  a  high  mis- 
demeanor; which,  when  properly  put 
into  the  form  of  an  information,  the  de- 
fendants could  not  demur  to :  but  he  could 
not  accomplish  this,  without  putting  upon 
the  Record  averments  of  thoir  criminal 
purposes at)d  intentions;  the  truth  of  which 
averments  are  facts  which  he  must  esta- 
blish at  the  trial,  or  fail  in  his  prosecution 
It  is  the  province  of  the  Jury,  who  are  the 
bestjudj^cs  of  the  state  of  the  nation,  and 
the  most  deeply  interested  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  tranquillity,  to  say,  by  their 
verdict  wlTCther  the  Defendants  acted  from 
principles  of  public  s|)irit,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  good  government,  or  sought  sediti- 
ously to  disturb'  it. — The  one  or  the  other 
of  these  objects  would  be  collected  at  the 
trial,  from  the  conduct  of  the  Defendants 
in  summoning  the  meeting,  and  the  pur- 
poses of  it  when  met. 
.  If  the  Jury  saw  reason  from  the  evidence 
to  think  that  its  objects,  however  colour- 
ed by  expressions  the  most  guarded  and 
legal,  were  in  effect,  and  intenfled  to  be, 
subversive  of  government  and  order,  or 
calculated  to  stir  up  discontent,  without 
adequate  objects  to  vindicate  the  active 
attention  of  the  public,  they  would  be 
bound  in  conscience  and  in  law  to  convict 
them  ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  their 
conduct  appeared  to  be  vindicated  by 
public  danger  or  necessity,  directed  to 
legal  objects  of  reformation,  and  animated 
by  a  laudable  zeal  for  the  honour  and  pros- 
perity of  the  naticn ;  then  no  departure 
frpm  accilstomed  forms  in  the  manner  of 
assembling,  nor  any  incorrect  expressions 
hi  the  description  of  their  object,  woujd 
bind,  or  even  justify,  a  Jury  to  convict 
them  as  libellers  of  the  government,  or 
disturbers  of  the  peace. 

To  constitute  a  legal  charge  of  either  of 
these  offences,  the  Crown  (as  I  before  ob- 
penred)  must  aver  the  criminal  intention. 


which  is  the  es^^n  r.  ,.f  c-^ry  crime  ;  and 
these  arermen'-  ns.'^t  '^■;  crl-c'- r^o/.'d  at 
the  trial,  or,  it  t.>  !  *:  iii*Vir<  .'.  ;-  •'.  /."  /\:ie 
from  the  facts  tiu-  n-"lv  ,<?,  'imv  f^''  ^  b  it- 
ted  by  evidence  of  uic-  Dtc'i-:  ■.'^  .>.-.)- 
cent  purposes.  if  vt  jjiini -j(  h::.Cit 
charged  by  the  infornraMn n  m-  .  t  ^^loi' 
blished  to  the  satisfaction  o.  ih  J  i  •, ,  the 
information,  which  charges  i%  is  i.  ttrue  ; 
and  they  are  bound  to  say  so  by  a  verdict 
ofccquiltal. 

i  am  therefore  of  opinion  (in  answer  to 
the  first  question);  that  the  Defiendants  arc 
liable  to  be  prosecuted  by  information  ; 
but  that  the  success  of  such  prosecution 
ought  to  depend  upon  the  opinion  which 
the  people  of  Ireland,  forming  a  Jury, 
shall  entertain  of  their  intention  in  sum^ 
moning  the  meeting,  and  the  real  bonajidt 
objects  of  the  assembly  when  met. 

It  is  nnnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  these 
principles,  because  their  notoriety  has  no 
doubt  suggested  this  novel  attempt  to  pro- 
ceed  by  attachment,  where  they  have  no 
place;  and  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that 
the  prosecutor  (if  his  prosecution  be 
founded  in  policy  or  juUice)  has  acted 
with  great  indiscretion,  by  shewing  that 
he  is  afraid  to  trust  the  people  with  that 
decision  upon  it;  which  belongs  to  them 
by  the  Constitution  ;  and  which  they  are 
more  likely  to  give  with  impartial  justice, 
than  the  judges  whom  he  desires  to  decide 
upon  it  at  the  expence  of  their  oaths  and 
of  the  law. 

This  is  a  strong  expression,  which,  per- 
haps, I  should  not  have  used  in  answering 
the  same  case  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business ;  but.writing  to  you  as  a  gentle- 
man,I  have  no  scruple  in  saying,  that  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  can- 
not entertain  a  jurisdiction  by  attachment 
over  the  matter  contained  in  the  dflidavit 
which  you  have  sent  me,  without  such  a 
gi-oss  usurpation  and  abuse  of  power,  as 
would  make  me  think  it  my  duty,  were  I 
a  Member  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  t*)  cait 
them  to  account  for  it  by  impeachment.  • 

The  rights  of  the  superior  Courts  to 
procieed  by  attachment,  and  the  limita- 
tions imposed  upon  that  right,  are  esta- 
blished upon  principles  too  plain  to  be 
misunderstood.— Every  Court  must  have 
power  to  enforce  its  own  process,  and  to 
vindicate  contempts  of  its  authority;  other- 
wise the  Laws  would  be  despised,  and  this 
obvious  necessity  at  once  produces  and  li- 
mits the  process  of  attachment. — Where- 
ever  any  act  is  done  by  a  Codrt  which  the 
subject  is  bound  to  obey,  obedience  may 
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be  enforced,  and  dilobedknce  panUhed, 
by  that  summary  proceeding.  Upon  this 
principle  attachments  issue  against  officers 
tor  contempts  in  not  obeying  the  pro^^ess 
of  Courts  directed  to  thero^  as  the  ministe- 
rial servants  of  the  Law,  and  the  parties 
on  whom  such. process  is  served,  may, 
in  like  manner,  be  attached  for  disobe- 
dience. 

Many  other  cases  might  be  put,  in 
which  It  is  a  legal  proceeding,  since  every 
act  which  ^oes  directly  to  frustrate  the 
mandates  ot  a  Court  of  Justice,  is  a  con- 
tempt of  its  authority.  But  I  m^y  ven- 
ture to  lay  down  this  distinct  and  ab- 
solute limitation  of  such  process,  viz. — 
That  it  can  only  issue  in  cases  where  the 
Court,  which  issues  it.  has  awarded  some 
process,  given  some  judgment,  made  some 
legal  order,  or  done  some  act,  which  the 
party  against  whom  it  issues,  or  others  on 
whom  it  is  binding,  have  either  neglected 
to  obey,  contumaciously  refused  to  sub- 
mit to;  excited  others  to  defeat  by  arti- 
fice or  force,  or  treated  with  terms  of  con- 
tuipely  and  disrespect. 

But  no  crime,  however  enormous,  even 
open  treason  and  rebellion,  which  carries 
with  them  a  contempt  pf  all  Law,  and  the 
authority  of  all  Courts,  can  possibly  be 
considered  as. a  contempt  of  any  particu- 
lar Court,  so  as  to  be  punishable  by  attach- 
ment, unless  the  act,  which  is  the  object  of 
that  punishment,  be  in  direct  violation  or 
obstruction  of  something  previously  done 
by  the' Court  which  issues  it,  and  which 
the  party  attached  was  bound,  by  some 
antecedetit  proceeding  of  it,  to  make  the 
rule  of  his  conduct  A  constructive  ex- 
tension of  contempt  beyond  the  limits  of 
this  plain  principle  would  evidently  in-; 
ToWe  every  misdemeanor,  and  deprive  the 
subject  of  the  Trial  by  Jury,  in  all  cases 
where  theipunbhment  does  not  extend  to 
touch  his  life. 

.  The  peculiar  excellence  of  the  English 
Government  consists  in  the  ri^ht  of  l^ng^ 
jhdged  by  the  country  in  every  criminal 
case,  and  not  by  fixed  Magistrates  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown.  In  the  higher 
order  of  crimes  the  people  alone  can  ac- 
cuse^ and  without  their  leave*  distinctly 
expressed  by  an  indictment  found  before 
thein,  no  man  can  be  capitally  arraigned  ; 
'  and  in  all  the  lesser  misdemeanors,  which 
either  the  crown,  or  individuals  borrowr 
in^  its  authority,  may  prosecute,  the 
$atety  of  individuals  and  the  public  free- 
dom absolutely  depend  upon  the  well^ 
Jmown  immemorial  right  or  every  ,IMcii- 


dant  to  throw  himself  upon  his  country  for 
deliverance  by  the  general  plea  of-^Not 
Guilty.  By  that  plea,  which  in  no  such 
case  can  be  demurred  te  by  the  Crown, 
or  questioned  by  its  Judges,  the  whole 
charge  comes  before  the  Jury  on  the  ge- 
neral issue,  who  hlive  a  jurisdiction  co-ex* 
tensive  with  the  accusation,  the  exercise 
df  which,  in  every  instance,  the  authority 
of  the  Cmirt  can  neither  limit,  supersede, 
controul,  or  punish. 

Whenever  this  ceases  to  be  the  law  of 
England,  the  English  Constitution  is  a^  an 
end,  and  its  period  in  Ireland,  is  arrived 
already,  if  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  cai^ 
convert  every  crime,  by  construction,  into 
a  contempt  of  its  authority,  in  order  to 
punish  by  attachment. 

By  this  proceeding  the  party  ofiFended 
is  the  Judge;  creates  the  offence  witliout 
any  previous  promulgation ;  avoids  the 
doubtful  and  tedious  ceremony  of  proof, 
by  forcing  the  Defendant  to  accuse  him- 
self;  and  inflicts  an  arbitrary  punish- 
ment,  which,  if  not  submitted  to  and 
reverenced  by  the  nation  as  law,  is  to  be 
the  parent  of  new  contempts,  to  be  po- 
nished  like  the  former. 

As  I  live  in  England, .  I  leave  it  to  the 
Parliament  and  People  of  Ireland  to  con* 
sider  what  is  their  duty,  if  such  authority 
is  assumed  and  exercised  by  their  Judges  : 
if  it  ever  happens  in  this  country,  I  shall 
give  my  opinion.  It  is  sufficient  for  me 
to  have  given  you  my  judgment  as  fi 
lawyer  upon  both  your -questions;  yet,  as 
topics  of  polit;y  can  never  be  misplaced 
when  Magistrates  are  to  exercise  a  discre- 
tionary authority,  I  cannot  help  conclud* 
ing  with  an  observation,  whicn  both  the 
Crown  and  its  Courts  would  do  well  to 
attend  to  upon  every  occasion. 

The  great  objects  of  criminal  justice  are 
reformation  and  example ;  bat  neither  of 
them  are  to  be  produced  by  punishmentp 
which  the  laws  will  not  warrant :  on  the 
contrary,  they  convert  the  offender  into 
a  suffering  patriot ;  and  that  crime  whicb 
would  have  been  abhorred  for  its  maliff* 
nity,  and  the  contagion  of  which  wovW 
have  been  extinguished  by  a  Jegal  prose- 
cution, unites  an  injured  nation  under  tjbe 
banners  of  the  criminal,  to  protect  the 

freat  rights  of  the  commun|jty,  which  ifi 
is  person  have  been  endangered. 
These,  Sir,  are  my  sentiments,  and  yoii 
may  make  what  use  of  them  you  please. 
I  am  a  zealous  firiend  to  a  Beform  of  the 
Jtepresentation  of  the  People  in  the  Par- 
liaments of  hoth  Kingdom^  and ,  a  »incei« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ml} 


APRIL  i^,  ItlO.'^Qficial  Papers 


[GG* 


admirer  of  thtu  spirit  and  persp.Terance 
whicii  in  theie  days,  when  every  impor- 
tant consideration  is  swallowed  up  in 
luxury  and  corruption*  has  so  eminently 
distinguished  the  people  of  your  country. 
The  interests  of  both  nations  are  in  my  opi- 
nion the  same ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  that 
neither  iU-tinied  severity  on  the  part  of 
Government,  nor  precipitate  measures  on 
the  part  of  the  People  of  Ireland,  may 
disturb  that  harmony  between  the  remain- 
ing parts  of  the  Empire,  whicli  ought  to 
be  held  more  sacred,  from  a  reflection  on 
what  has  been  lost — I  have  the  honour  to 
be.  Sir,  &c  T.  B&skini. 

OFFICIAL  PAPEI6. 

Notes  ^  the  French  Official  Pigfcr,  the 
MoNiTBUR,  upt>n  the  I>£Bates  in  the 
Houte  qf  Lnrdt  on  the  Motion  qf  Tftanke 
to  Lord  Wellington, —  (Continued  from 
p.  Q^O.) 

Had  the  war  in  Spain  been  differently 
managed,  with  the  forces  which  were 
there,  Spatte  wonld  long  since  have  been 
reduced  to  submission,  and  Lord  Welling- 
ton would  long  since  have  been  driven 
into  the  sea.  One  shrugs  one's  shoulders 
at  observing  how  regardless  of  truth  the 
Engfish  orators  are  in  their  speeches,  and 
what  little  knowledge  they  suppose  iti  the 
members  who  listen  to  ^em. 

MUrquis  ,  WeVesley, — "  I  wish  to  see  a 
•*  vigorous  Executive  founded  upon  and 
"  co-operating  with  an  assembly  of  the 
•<  Cortes.^' 

Moniteur, — Assemblies  of  the  Cortes  ! 
We  entreat  Lord  WeHesley  to  inform  us 
where  they  are  to  be  held.  Is  it  at  Cordo- 
va, Seville,  the  Isle  of  Leon,  or  in  the  Ca- 
naries ? 

il/arfins  tFellesky.^^*'  We  have  adopted 
**  a  line  of  conduct  more  generous  and 
"  more  politic." 

Moniteur. — ^Francte  wishes  yoo  would 
J/ersist  in  tliat  eSceltent  policy.  It  wiH 
give  her  the  means  of  conqctering  India  and 
the  freedom  of  the  seas  in  the  plains  of 
Spain.  There  is  a  Wide  difference  between 
fine  praises^and  pui8&,  and  the  calculations 
of  policy. 

[Upon  hisstatement  respecting  the  num- 
bers and  discipline  of  the  rortnguese  army, 
the  Moniteur  says  : — 3 

Thus,  then,  the  Engfish  pretend  to  de- 
fend Portugal.  The  English  Ministers 
will,  doubtless,  revert  to  more  prudent 
measures.  Lord  Wellesley  is  a  bad  pro- 
phet.    He  wants  a  meeting  of  the  Cortes  ; 


and  at  the  moment  he  speaks,  the  French 
are  masters  of  SeVille  and  Andalusia.  He 
wishes  to  defend  Portugal  ;  his  brother 
will  give  him  better  advice,  and  will  adopt 
the  plan  of  nobly  embarking  in  hts'trans^ 
ports.  The  Admiral,  more  prudent,  has 
prepared  a  great  number  for  his  reception. 


Marriage  of   the  Emperor    Napoleon 
WITH  THE  Archduchess  Maria  Louisa. 

Vienna,  March  II. — This  day,  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  marriage  of 
the  Emperor  Napoleon,  with  the  Arch->> 
duchess  Maria  Louisa,  was  celebrated  in 
the  Church  of  the  Augustins.  The  French 
Ambassador  Extraordinary,  the  Prince  of 
Neufchatel,  proceeded  with  three  of  the 
Court  carriages  and  six,  to  the  Palace 
where  the  Archduke  Charles  was  in  wait- 
ing.  That  Prince  and  the  other  Archdukefe 
conducted  him  to  the  Emperor,  with  whom 
was  the  Empress  and  the  Archduchess. 
Their  Majesties  then  passed  into  the  ffrand 
apartments,  where  were  assembled  the 
Ladies  and  the  Nobles  of  the  Court,  and 
from  thence  to  the  church  of  St.  August 
tins — Tha  ceremony  was  performed  with 
mnch  pomp.  Te  l>eum  was  sung,  and 
discharges  of  artillery  announced  the  mo- 
ment of  the  nuptial  benediction.  On  re- 
turning to  the  Palace,  the 'Archduchess 
Maria  Louisa,  now  Empress,  was*  con* 
ducted  by  the  Prince  of  Neufchatel.  She 
was  placed  tinder  a  canopy  surrounded 
by  her  Ladie?  and  Officers,  and  then  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Bnperor  Napo- 
leon, which  the  Count  de  Beam,  Cham- 
berlain to  his  Majesty,  had  the  honour  to 
present  to  her. — ^The  Prince  of  Neufcha- 
tel then  advanced  to  salute  the  new  Em- 
press, and  to  be  admitted  to  the  honour  df 
kissing  her  hand.  General  Count  Laufris- 
tori.  Count  Alexander  de  Laborde,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Embassy,  and  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Embassy,  were  then  presente^^ 
whom  her  majesty  kindly  received,  and 
admitted  to  the  honourofkisdng  her  hand. 
— Count  Otto  immediately  aftenvard3  pt^ 
sented  the  Ladies  and  Officers  of  "thfe 
Court. — The  procession  to  the  Church  of 
St.  Augustins  was  extremely  splendid. 
The  covered  galleries,  through  Which  tbfe 
procession  passed,  were  very  brilliantly 
illuminated.  The  Nobility  went  first, 
next  the  Great  Officers  of  the  Crown,  then 
the  Ministers,  the  French  Ambassador 
Extraordinary,  the  Archdukes,  the  Em* 
peror  and  Empress,  the  Archdtichesb 
Maria  Louisa,  with  the  Ladies  of  the  Pa* 
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lace.— The  church  was  ornamented  with 
the  richest  tapestry,  and  illuminated  with 
gireat  magnificence.  The  Ladies  received 
at  Court  were  placed  on  seats  to  ihe  right 
and  left.  Benches  were  placed  for  the 
other  classes.  The  Archbishop  wiih  se- 
veral Bishops^  and  his  Clergy,  preceded 
the  Emperor.  His  Majesty  placed  him- 
self under  a  canopy  on  the  right  of  the 
altar.  The  Empress,  who  led  the  Arch- 
duchess Maria  Louisa  by  the  hand,  giving 
her  the  right,  conducted  her  to  a  pew  pre- 
pared in  front  of  the  altar,  and  then  took 
her  seat  under  a  canopy,  to  the  left  of 
the  Emperor.  The  Archdukes  were  in  a 
pew  to  the  right  of  the  throne.  On  the 
left  were  the  officers  of  the  Emperor  and 
Empress.  The  Archduke  Charles  was  in 
a  pew  to  the  left  of  the  Empress.  On  the 
right  of  this  pew  was  placed  the  Prince  of 
Mcufchatel,  havintr  a  chair  and  a  pew  si- 
milar to  those  of  the  Archdukes. 

The  following  arc  the  details  of  the 
ceremony  of  the  7  th  of  March  :  — 

"  The  7ih  of  March  was  the  day  fixed 
for  the  solemn  demand.  At  six  in  the 
evening  the  French  Ambassador  proceeded 
to  Court  with  great  ceremony,  and  was 
recciv<d  in  the  same  manner  as  on  a  day 
of  audience.  Having  arrived  near  his 
Majesty's  Throne^  he  delivered  a  speech, 
and  demanded  in  the  name  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, the  Emperor  Napoleon,  the  hand  of 
her  In)perial  Highness  the  Archduchess 
Maria  Louisa.— 'Ihe  Emperor,  as  chief  of 
his  house,  having  given  an  answer,  and 
the  Grand  Chamberlain  having  been  sent 
to  conduct  the  Archduchess  Maria  Louisa, 
her  Imperial  Highness  entered  accompa- 
nied by  the  Grand  Mistress  and  Grand 
Master  of  her  Court,  and  having  approach- 
ed his  Majesty  with  a  profound  reverence, 
she  was  placed  to-  the  left  of  the  Empe- 
ror.—The  Ambassador  then  presented  to 
her  Imperial  Highness  the  letter  and  the 
portrait  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 
Her  Imperial  Highness  having  formally 
consented  to  the  demand  made  of  her, 
placed  the  portrait  on  her  bosom.  The 
Ambassador  then,  conducted  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Audience,  and  preceded  by  the 
whole  of  his  suite,  proceeded  to  an  au- 
dience of  the  Empress,  and  then  to  the 
apartment  prepared  for  the  purpose  for  his 
Imperial  Highness  the  Archduke  Charles, 
to  whom  the  Ambassador  communicated 
the  desire  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
that  his  Imperial  Highness  would  repre- 
ieat  his  person  in  \he  solemnity  of  the 


marriage. — Having  then  presented  to  his 
Imperial  Highness  his  full  powers,  he  re- 
tircd^  to  his  hotel  accompanied  in  the 
same  manner  as  before.  At  seven  in  the 
evening  there  was  a  grand  as>i-mbly  aiid 
gala  at  Court,  at  which  the  Ambi&ssador 
and  Count  Otto  were  present. 

Speech  qf  ihe  Frenrh  Ambrissador  Extraor^ 
dinar  J/, 

"  Sire;  I  come  in  the  name  of  the.  Em- 
peror, my  master,  to  demand  of  you  tlte 
hand  of  the  Archduchess  Maria  Louisa, 
your  illustrious  daughter.  The  eminent 
qualities  which  distmguish  that  Princess, 
have  assigned  her  a  place  upon  a  great 
Throne. — She  will  contribute  to  the  hap- 
piness of  a  great  people  and  of  a  great 
man. — The  policy  of  my  Sovereign  is  in 
unison  with  the  wishes  of  his  heart. — 
This  union  of  two  powerful  families.  Sire, 
will  give  to  two  generous  nations  new  as- 
surances of  tranquillity  and  happiness." 

Answer  qfthe  Emperor, 

"  I  regard  the  demand  in  marriage  of 
my  daughter  as  a  pledge  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Emperor  of  the  FreAch, 
which.I  justly  appreciate.— My  wishes  for 
the  happiness  of  the  future  marriage  can- 
not be  expressed  with  too  much  truth  ;  it 
will  be  mine. — I  shall  find  in  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Prince,  whom  you  represent, 
excellent  motives  of  consolation  for  the 
separation  of  my  dear  child  ;  our  people 
will  see  the  assured  pledge  of  their  mutual 
welfare. — I  grant  the  hand  of  my  daugh« 
ter  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French." 

t^eedh  of  the  French  Ambassador  Extraordi^ 
nary  to  her  Imperial  Highness  the  Arck^ 
duchess  Maria  Louisa. 

"  Madame  ;  —Your  august  iather  has 
fulfilled  the  wishes  of  the  Emperor,  my 
master.  —  Political  considerations  may 
have  influenced  the  determination  of  both 
Sovereigns,  but  the  first  consideration  is 
that  of  your  happiness.  It  is  above  all 
your  consent,  Madame,  that  the  Emperor, 
my  master,  wishes  to  obtain. — ^It  will  be 
delightful  to  see  united  on  a  great  throne 
to  the  genius  of  power  those  beauties  and 
graces  which  are  so  dearly  loved. — ^This 
day,  Madame,  will  be  a  happy  one  for 
the  Emperor,  my  master,  if  your  Imperial 
Highness  orders  me  to  inform  him  that 
you  participate  in  the  hopes,  the  wishes^ 
and  the  sentiments  of  his  heart," 
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Answer  qf  her  Ititperial  Highness  the  Arch- 
duchess Maria  Louisa, 

"  The  will  of  my  father  has  constantly 
been  inine^  my  happiness  will  always  be 
iovolyed  in  his. — It  is  in  these  principirs 
that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  cannot  fail. to 
find  a  pleilge  of  the  sentiments  which  will 
actuate  ray  conduct  towards  my  liusband  ; 
happy  if  I  can  contribute  to  his  happiness 
and  to  that  of  a  great  nation.  1  give^ 
with  the  permission  of  my  father,  my 
consent  to  my  union  with  the  Emperor, 
Napoleoa." 

Speech  of  the  French  Afnbassador  Extraordi- 
nofy  to  ike  Empress, 

"  Madame;— -The  Emperor,  my  master, 
has  specially  charged  me  to  testify  to 
your  Imperial  Majesty,  all  those  senti- 
ments with  which  he  is  penetrated  to- 
wards you.*— He  deeply  feels  the  obliga- 
tion which  he  owes  to  you  for  the  good 
example,  and  the  oare  which  the  Arch- 
duchess Maria  Louisa  hats  received  from 
voo.— H«  cannot  conceive  a  beuer  model 
lor  the  union  of  the  Majesty  of  the  Throne 
with  amiability,  and  the  gracious  qualities 
which  your  Imperial  Majesfy  possesses  in 
•o  eminent  a  degree." 

Answer  qfthc  Empress. 

*'  It  is  in  the  moment  so  interesting  to 
my  heart,  in  which  the  destiny  of  my  dear 
daughter  is  fixed  for  ever,  that  I  am 
charmed  at  receiving  from  your  Serene 
Highness  the  assurance  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  Emperor  and  King.  Habituated 
upon  all  occasions  to  conform  my  wishes, 
and  my  opinions  to  those  of  ihe  Emperor, 
my  dearly  beloved  husband,  I  unite  with 
him  in  the  confidence  with  which  he  looks 
to  the  results  promised  by  so  happy  an 
onioti,  as  well  as  in  the  most  ardent  wishes 
ibr  the  f  jture  and  unalterable  happiness  of 
our  very  dear  daughter,  which  will  hence- 
forth only  depend  on  that  of  his  Maje«ty 
the  Emperor  and  King. — Feeling  sensibly 
the  opinion,  much  too  favourable,  which 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King  has 
conceived  of  me,  I  can  only  attribute  it 
to  the  excellent  nalural  disposition  of  my 
dear  daughter,  and  the  mildness  of  her 
character.  I  will  answer  fbr  her,  that  her 
only  objects  will  be  to  contribute  to  the 
happiness  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
•nd  King,  and  to  conciliate  at  the  same 
time  the  lov*  of  the  French  nation." 


I^>eech  qf  tlte  French  Embassador  Extraordi" 
nary,  to  his  Imperial  Hig/mess  tfte  Arch* 
duhe  Charles. 

*»  Monsei^neur ;  — The  Emperor,  my 
master,  havmg  obtained  from  the  Em- 
peror, youT  illustrious  Brother,  the  hand 
of  the  Archduchess  Maria  Louisa,  has 
charged  m^  to  express  to  your  Imperial 
Highhess  the  value  which  he  sets  upon  it 
by  his  wish  that  you  would  accept  his 
procnration  for  the  marriage  ceremony.— 
If  your  Imperial  Higlmess  gives  your  con- 
sent, I  h  *ve  tlie  honour  to  present  to  you 
the  procuration  of  my  Master.*' 

Answer  qf  the  Archduke  Charles, 

"  I  accept  with  pleasure,  my  Prince, 
the  proposition  which  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  has  through  you 
transmitted  •  to  me.  Equally  flattered  by 
his  choice,  as  penetrated  with  the  delight- 
ful presentiment  thfl  this  alliance  will 
efTace  every  trace  of  political  dissension, 
repair  the  evils  of  war,  and  produce  a 
future  happiness  to  two  nations,  who  arc 
formed  to  esteem  each  other,  and  who 
wilj  render  each  other  reciprocal  justice.— 
I  shall  reckon  amongst  the  most  interest- 
ing moments  of  my  life,  that  when  in 
token  of  a  reconciliation  as  frank  as  faith- 
ful, I  shall  present  the  hand  of  the  Arch- 
duchess Maria  Louisa  to  the  Delegate  of 
the  Great  Monarch  whom  you  represent ; 
and  I  pray  you,  my  Prince,  to  publish  to 
all  France  my  ardent  wishes  that  the  vir- 
tues of  the  Archduchess  may  cetnent  for 
ever  the  friendship  of  our  Sovereigns,  and 
the  happiness  of  their  people.'' 

The  Ambassador  then  presented  the 
Archduke  with  full  powers,"  after  which 
the  Archduke  conducted  him  to  the  apart- 
ment of  his  Majesty,  where  all  the  Impe- 
rial family  were  assembled,  to  proceed  to 
a  Grand  Court  Gala.  The  circle  was 
numerous  and  brilliant,  and  th^  Arch- 
duchess, decorated  with  Napoleon's  por- 
trait, attracted  every  eye.. 

Ceremony  observed  upon  the  Empress  quitting 
the  Austrimi  territory,  and  being  deli' 
veredoverto  the  French  Commissioners, 

Braunau,  March  1 8. — ^The  Empress,  who 
had  arrived  at  Ried  on  the  1.5th,  set  out 
on  the  16th  at  eight  in  the  moi'ning,  and 
arrived  about  eleven  at  Altbeim,  where 
she  stopped  to  change  her  dress.  An 
hour  afterwards  she  again  set  out,  followed 
by  the  whole  procession,  and  arrived  at 
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two  at  the  place  destined  for  her  recep- 
lion. — Near  the  Tillage  of  St.  Pierre,  and 
at  one  league  beyond  Brannan,  a  building 
had  been  constructed,  divided  into  three 
large  saloons,  having  two  entrances,  one 
on  the  side  of  Braunau  and  the  other  on 
that  of  AUheim.  It  had  been  carefully 
furnished  and  wanned  with  stoves.  The 
saloon  in  the  middle  was  ornamented  by  a 
canopy  below,  which  was  placed  upon  an 
elevation,  an  arm  chair  of  cloth  of  ffold 
destined  for  her  Majesty.  To  the  lett  of 
the  canopy  and  towards  the  entrance  on 
the  side  of  Braunau,  was  placed  a  large 
table  covered  with  velvet,  and  destined 
for  the  signatures  of  the  Plenipotentiaries. 
A  court  had  been  marked  out  on  both 
aides  to  contain  the  carriages  of  the  dou- 
ble procession.  Avenues  planted  with 
trees  abutted  on  the  two  lateral  saloons. — 
At  half  past  one*  the  Prince  of  Neufchatel 
and  all  the  persons  forming  part  of  the 
procession,  de8tine#  to  accompany  the 
Empress,  proceeded  into  the  first  saloon, 
the  men  in  full  costume  and  the  ladies  in 
court  dresses.  About  two  the  Empress  ar- 
rived with  all  her  suite,  and  alighted  in 
the  saloon  on  the  side  of  Altheim.  After 
resting  for  a  moment,  her  Majesty  was 
introduced  by  the  Austrian  Master  of  the 
Ceremonies  into  the  grand  saloon,  where 
she  placed  herself  in  the  chair  prepared 
for  her.  Around  her  were'  ranged  the 
Ladies  and  Chamberlains  of  her  suite,  the 
Grand  Mistress  and  Grand  Master  occu- 
pying the  first  places  on  the  side  of  the 
elevation.  The  Prince  of  Trautmanadorfl^ 
appointed  Commissioner  to  make  the  De- 
livery, placed  himself  fronting  the  table, 
and  Dehind  him  the  Adlic  Counsellor,  Hu- 
IJelitSy  executing  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
the  Delivery.  The  bottom  and  two  sides 
of  the  hall  were  occnpiad  by  twelve  noble 
Hungarian  guards,  and  at  many  German 
guards  under  arm9  and  in  fall  uniform. 
As  soon  as  all  were  tfam  arranged,  the 
Austrian  Master  of  the  Ceremonies,  the 
Baron  de  Lohr,.  tapped  at  the  door  of  the 
saloon,  in  which  were  the  Prince  of  Neuf- 
;«hatel  and  the  French  Court,  and  the 
Ffench  Master  of  the  Ceremonies,  the 
*Gount  de  Sevwel,  came  forth.  He  then 
introduced  to^  Prinpe  of  Neufchatel,  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
Fnrncb,  who  entered,  followed  by  the 
ITount  de  Laborde,  executing  the  office  of 
Secretary  pf  the  Delivery.  After  them 
,qaipe4he  Xiiuchi^sf  of  Montebello,  Lady  of 
jionc^r,  ^he  Capiat  de  Bea^barnais,  Che- 
▼aUer  of  Houpur,  aad'all  the  Ladies  and 


Chevaliers  sent  to  attend  the  Empress, 
who  ranged  themselves  at  the  bottom  of 
the  saloon,  opposite  the  Austrian  process 
sion.  The  Prince  of  Neufchatel  then  ad- 
vanced towards  her  Majesty,  and  stated  in 
few  words  the  object  for  which  they  were 
assembled  in  that  place.  Immediately 
afterwards  the  two  Commissioners  compli- 
mented each  other  and  passed  to  the  table 
where  were  the  Acts  of  Delivery  and  Re- 
ception. Tlie  Counsellor,  Hudelita,  read 
in  a  loud  voice  the  powers  of  the  Prince 
of  Trautmansdorff  and  his  own.  The 
Count  de  Laborde  also  read  those  of  the 
Prince  of  Neufchatel  and  his  own.  The 
Secretaries  delivered  the  papers  to  the 
two  Commissioners,  who  exchanged  them. 
They  passed  (hen  to  the  Act  of  Delirery, 
which  was  read  by  the  Counsellor,  Htide^ 
litz,  and  that  of  Reception,  by  M.  de  Ln- 
borde.  The  two  Commissioners  and  their 
respective  Secretaries  signed  the  two 
Acts,  and  having  affixed  fee  them  the 
seals  of  their  arms,  exchan|^ed  then. 
These  formalities  heing  finished,  the 
Prince  ef  Trantmansdor^  CoministiOBer 
of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  advanced  bo«r« 
ing  tewaras  the  Empress,  and  requested 
permission  to  kiss  her  band  on  taking 
leave. — Her  Miyesty  granted  ikh  permis- 
sion to  him,  and  also  to  all  the  Chevalien 
and  Ladies  of  h^r  suite  who  bad  attended 
her  from  Vienna.  Each  according  to  their 
rank  approached  h^r  Sfajesty,  a^d  ki^MMl 
her  hand  with  an  eaH>tion  produced  t^ 
their  bidding  a  last  adieu  to  %  dear  Prin- 
cess. It  is  difficult  to  ima^^ine  a  ceremony 
more  noble  of  more  afiecting.  Hot  Mm" 
jesty  could  not  refi'ain  from  tears,  at  tbmifi 
last  marks  of  respect  and  attachment  firom 
the  old  servants  of  )ier  house,  and-  th^ 
French  who  witnessed  the  scene  partook 
of  the  general  emoiion.  .  During  this  pf- 
remony  the  Austrian  and  French  Secreta- 
ries took  an  account  of  the  jewels  pf  the 
Empress,^ and  exchanged  an  inventory. — 
The  whole  procession  hs^ving  resumed 
their  places,  the  Austrian  Commissioner 
presented  his  hand  to  the  Empress  to  con- 
duct her  to  the  French  Con^missioner,  who 
taking  her  Majesty's  hand,  advanced  to* 
wards  the  French  Court,  and  named  the 
different  persons  cop  posing  it.  At  this 
moment  the  door  of  the  first  saloon  opened, 
and  the  Queen  of  Naples,  who  bad  anrivad 
during  the  cereiQony,  advanced  towards 
the  EJnpres/,  who  embraced  her  with  ten- 
derness and  conversed  for  some  time  with 
her.  The  Archduke  Anthony  was  then 
annouDcod^  whom  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
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had  sent  to  compltmetit  the  Queen  of  Na-> 
pies,  and  who  was  to  retarn  knmediatel  j 
with  news  of  the  EtnpreM.  After  the 
Queen  had  receiYed  and  thanked  him,  the 
two  Princesses  got  into  a  carriage,  and,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Prince  of  Neofehatel  and 
their  suite,  proceeded  to  Braunau.  The 
sides  of  the  road  were  lined  with  troops^ 
and  cannon  resounded  on  all  sides. 

Paris,  March  31. — Their  Imperial  Ma- 
jesties did  not  set  out  from  Compiegne  un- 
til eleven  o'clock  yesterday.  The  Prefects 
of  the  Departments  of  the  Oise,  the  Seine 
ind  Oise,  and  the  Seine,  repaired,  each  at- 
tended by  a  splendid  retinue,  to  the  yerge 
of  their  respective  departments,  to  receive 
their  Majesties.  The  whole  of  the  road 
from  Compiegne  to  St.  Cloud  was  crowded 
with  specUitors.  Triumphal  arches  were 
erected  in  a  iramber  of  Tillages.  Their 
Majesties  passed  near  St.  Denis,  at  five 
o'clock  yesterday  afternoon,  on  their  way 
to  St.  Cloud,  with  the  greatest  rapidity.— 
The  concourse  of  spectators  to  Compiegne, 
to  witness  the  reception  of  the  Empress, 
Was  prodigious.  Not  only  the  inn8>  but 
the  warehouses  and  barns,  were  filled  with 
lodgers.  The  town  of  Compiegne  was 
illuminated  in  the  most  brilliant  style. 

.Tlie  Cotmt  de  Segur,  Xo^rand  Master  of 
the  Cerenronies,  has  issued  the  following 
Notice  :— 

"  The  Civil  Marriage  of  his  Majesty  the 
'Emperor  and  King  will  take  place  on  the 
1st  of  April,  at  the  Palace  of  St.  Cloud  ; 
•ttie  Public^  Entry,  and  the  Religious  Mar- 
riage Ceremony  will  take  place  on  the  2nd. 
Persons  haying  tickets  of  admission  for  the 
gallery  of  the  Louvre  are  informed,  that 
Uie  doors  y/fiW  be  opened  at  nine  o'clock, 
and  shut  in  less  than  an  hour.'  They  will 
not  be  opened  again,  except  to  the  autho- 
f  ities  following  the  suite  of  their  Majesties.'' 

The  Count  has  also  issued  the  following 
Pregramme  relative  to  the  Civil  Marriage* 
At  one  o'clock  on  the  day  fixed  for  the 
Civil  Bfarriage,  all  those  who  are  to  com- 
pose the  train  of  their  Majesties  will  as- 
semble in  the  Palace  of  St  Cloud,  viz. 
those  in  the  service  of  the  Empress  in  the 
teloons  of  her  apartment,  on  the  side  of 
the  garden,  and  those  in  the  service  of  the 
Emperor  in  the  saloons  of  his  apartment, 
next  to  that  of  the  Empress,  on  the  side 
of  the  Court — At  noon  the  Masters  of  the 
Ceremonies  and  their  assistants  will  as- 
'^^mble  in  the  gallery,  which  till  that  hour 
will  be  shot,  and  assign  their  proper  sta- 
tions to  the  persons  invited,     ^hind  the 


estrade  will  be  sitattoned  the  OQcers  of 
the  Emperor's  Household,  and  of  those  of 
the  Princes  and  Princesses  not  on  duUr.— 
The  space  to  the  rieht  and  left  of  the 
estrade  will  be  divided  into  compartments* 
and  appropriiited  to  the  Ladies  in  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Princesses,  the  Ladies  of  the 
Ministers  and  Grand  Officers  of  the  Em- 
pire, to  the  Ladies  that  have  been  in- 
vited. Foreign  Ambassador  and  Ministers, 
the  Ministers,  the  Grand  Officers  of  the 
Empire,  the  Grand  Eagles  of  the  Legion 
of  Honour,  tlie  Senators,  the  Counsellors 
of  State,  and  the  Courtiers  that  have  been 
invited. — Such  of  the  persons  invited  as 
cannot  find  accommodation  in  the  gallery, 
will  remain  in  the  Saloon  of  Mars  and  the 
grand  apartments  of  the  Emperor,  to  see 
the  pri)cession. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  ^llery,  will  be 
plaoed  on  an  estrade,  two  arm  chairs  sur- 
mounted with  a  canopy :  that  on  the  right 
being  for  the  Emperor,  and  the  other  on 
the  left  for  the  Empress.  -At  the  foot  of 
the  estrade,  and  to  one  side  of  it,  will  be  a 
table  covered  with  rich  tapestry,  and  with 
an  ink-stand  and  the  registers  of  the  Civil 
State  placed  thereon. — ^At  two  o'clock, 
those  who  are  to  compose  the  procession 
being  assembled  as  above  stated,  in  their 
Majesties'  apartments,  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  Ceremonies,  the  Colonel-General  of 
the  Guard  on  duty,  the  Grand  Officers  of 
the  Crown  of  France  and  Italy,  will  go  in 
quest  of  their  Majesties.  The  procession 
will  move  in  the  following  order,  on  its 
way  to  the  gallery,  passing  through  the 
Emperor's  (^hiet,  the  saloon  of  the 
Princes,  the  Presence  Chamber,  and  the 
Saloon  of  Mars.  The  Vergers,  Heraldic 
Pages,  Assistant  Masters  of  the  Ceremo- 
nies, Officers  of  the  Household  to  the  King 
of  Italy,  the  Emperor's  £c|uerries  in  Ordi- 
nary, the  Chamberlains  in  Ordinary,  tli^ 
Emperor's  Aides-de-Camp,  the  two  Equer- 
ries in  attendance  for  the  day,  the  Aide- 
d6-Camp  on  dnty,  the  Governor  of  the 
Palace,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Im- 
perial Family,  tiie  Grand  Officers  of  the 
Crown  of  Italy j^the  Grand  Chamberlain  of 
France,  and  that  of  Italy,  the  Princes  Grand 
Dignitariesi  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  the 
Emperor  and  Empress.— ^B^nd  their 
Ms^esties,  the  ColoneUGeneral  of  the 
Guard  on  service,  the  Grand  Marshal  of 
the  Palace,  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
Household  of  Italy,  the  Grand  Akdoners 
of  France  and  Italy;  the  Knight  of  Ho^' 
nour  and  Equerry  to  the  Empress,  carry- 
ing the  train  of  her  mantle  ^  the  maids  of 
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Honour  of  France  and  Italy,  and  the 
Robing  Women;  the  Princesses  of  Ihe 
Blood,  the  Ladies  of  the  Palace,  the  M^ids 
of  Honour  to  the  Princesses,  the  Officers 
of  the  Houseliolds  of  the  Princes  and 
Princesses  in  attendance. — All  will  he  un- 
covered. The  procession  having  reached 
the  gallery,  the  heralds  and  pages  will 
branch  oiFhalfto  the  right,  and  half  to  the 
left,  in  the  Saloon  of  Mars,  close  to  the  en- 
trance.— ^The  Officers  and  Grand  Officers 
of  Fraiicc  and  Italy,  the  Maids  of  Honour, 
and  the  Robing  Women,  will  proceed  to 
take  their  station  according  to  their  rank, 
behind  their  Majesties'  chairs. — ^1  heir  im- 
perial Majesties  will  take  their  scats  on 
ihe  throne;  the  Princes  and  Princesses  to 
the  right  and  left  of  the  estrade,  in  the  fol- 
lowing order,  and  according  to  their  rela- 
tion of  blood  :— 

"  To  the  right  of  the  Emperor,  Madame ; 
Pi'ince  Louts  Napoleon,  King  of  Holland  ; 
Prince  Jerome  Napoleon,  King  of  West- 
phalia ;  Prince  Borghese,  Duke  of  Guast- 
alla  ;  Prince  Joachim  Napoleon,  King  of 
Naples ;  Prince  Eugene,  Viceroy  of  Italy, 
the  Princ€  Arch-Chancellor  ;  the  Prince 
Tice-Grand  Elector. — To  the  left  of  the 
Empress,  the  Princess  Julia,  Queen  of 
Spain ;  the  Princess  Hortensia,  Queen  of 
Holland ;  the  Princess  Catherine,  Queen 
of  Westphalia;  the  Princess  Eliza,  Grand 
Duchess  of  Tuscany;  the  Princess  Pauli- 
na ;  the  Princess  CrtroUne,  Queen  of  Na- 
ples; the  Gr«ind  Duke  of  Wurtaburgh; 
the  Princess  x\ugusta,  Vice-Queen  of  Italy ; 
"the  Princess  Stephante,  Hereditary  Grand 
Duchess  of  Bad  en;  the  Hereditary  Grand 
Duke  of  Baden;  the  Prince  Arch-Trea- 
•urer;  the  Prince  Vice- Constable. — ^The 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  Imperial  family 
^ill  take  his  seat  at  the  table.  The  first 
bench  will  be  reserved  for  the  Ladies  of 
the  Palace.  The  Grand  Master  of  the 
Ceremonies;  the  Masters  and  Assistants 
of  the  Ceremonies,  to  the  right  atid  left 
fiont  of  the  throne.  On  the  arrival  of 
their  Majesties,  all  the  Ladies  will  rise  up, 
and  continue  standing  until  the  end  of  the 
ceremony. — ^The  Emperor  being  seated, 
•  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Ceremonies  will 
nake  his  Majesty's  orders,  and  proceed  to 
request  his  Highness  the  Prince  Arch- 
•Chanccllor  of  the  Empire  to  go  up  to  the 
Emperor's  chair.  One  of  the  Masters  of 
the  Ceremonies  will  at  the  same  time  give 
notice  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Imperial  family,  who  will  approach  the 


Prince  Arch -Chancellor,  and   make  his 
obeisance  to  their  Majesties. 

"  His  Highness  the  Prince  Arch-Chan* 
cellor,  having  bowed  to  their  Majesties, 
will  say — '  In  the  name  of  the  Emperor 
'  (at  these  words  their  Majesties  will  stand 
'  up) — Sire,  docs  your  Imperial  and  Royal 
'  Majesty  declare  that  you  take  in  mar- 
'  ria^e  her  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness 
'  Maria  Louisa,  Archduchess  of  Austria, 
'  here  present  P*^  The  E'.nperor  will  an- 
awer — '  I  declare  that  1  take  in  marriage 
'  her  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  Maria 
'  Louisa,  Archduchess  of  Austria,  here 
'  pre^icnt.'— He  will  then  put  the  question 
to  her  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  tho 
Archduchess  of  Austria,  in  these  terms:— 
'  Does  her  Imperial  and  Royal  Highnesi 
'  Miria  Louisa,  Archduchess  of  Austria, 
'  declaj;e  that  she  takes  in  marriage  his 
'  Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King  NapO' 
'  leon,  here  present  ?'  Her  Imperial  and 
Royal  Highness  will  answer — '  I  declare 
'  that  I  take  in  marriage  bis  Majesty  tha 
'  Emperor  and  King  Napoleon  here  pre- 
'  sent.*  The  Prince  Arch-Chancellor  will 
then  pronounce  the  marriage  in  these 
terms : — *  In  the  name,  of  the  Emperor 
'  and  the  Law,  I  declare  that  his  Imperial 
-'  and  Royal  Majesty  Napoleon,  Emperor 
'  of  the  French,  King  ol  Ituly,  and  her 
'  Imperial  and  Royal  Highness  the  Arch' 
'  Duchess  Maria  Louisa,  are  united  in  mar- 
'  riage.* — Then  the  Masters  and  Assistants 
of  the  Ceremonies  will  carry  the  table,  on 
which  are  the  registers  of  the  civil  state, 
up  to  the  chairs  of  the  Emperor  and  Em- 
press, and  return  to  their  places.  The 
signing  of  the  Act  of  Marriage  will  take 
place  in  the  following  manner: — 

"  The  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Imperial 
Family  will  present  the  pen  to  the  £m' 
peror,  and  then  to  the  Empress.  Their 
Majesties  will  sign  it  sitting,  and  without 
quitting  their  places.  The  Princes  and 
Princesses  will  approach  the  table,  re- 
ceive the  pen  from  the  hands  of  the  Se- 
cretary and  subscribe  their  names,  pre- 
viously bowing  to  the  Emperor  and  Em- 
press. They  will  subscribe  in  the  order 
settled  by  the  ceremonial.— The  Act 
being  concluded  with  the  signatures  of 
the  Prince,  Arch-Chancellor,  and  the  Se- 
cretary, the  Masters  and  Assistants  of  the 
Ceremonies,  ader  making  a  profound  re- 
verence  to  the  Emperor  and  Empress,  will 
remove  the  table  which  had  been  placed 
before  their  Majesties.      (To  be  conttmted,) 
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*^  M«ny  public  Offiorrt  and  AocounUnts  have  raiiied  great  Estatet  to  themselves  at  the  ^x,:^ure  oC 
'*  the  Public,  when  ie  is  CTidenl  ttiey  have  had  no  lawful  means  to  attain  theoo  :  and  severAl  pen>oot, 
**  wlK>se  duty  it  waa  to  hinder  such  exorbitanciej,  measuring  \iyii\x  requests  ralbcr  by  their  oim  avarice 
•*  than  by  their  merit,  have  obtained  for  themselves  Grants  to  sqcl^a  value,  as  in  foreguin^Heigns  hava 
**  4>een  esteemed  large  Supplies  towards  great  and  public  seniecs :  which  has  been  another  gi-eat  cause 
**  of  the  Drbt  that  lies  upon  the  nation.'  This  general  mismanagement  of  the  publie  affairs  did  actually 
"  spread  itself  over  the  whole  kingdom,  and  seeot  to  be  owfng  to  a  diMpotrtion  of  Office!)  and  Places/^ 
**  where  men  were  rather  chosen  for  their  indinatiom  it  serve  a  Partif,  than  for  their  qOAlificQiiont  to 
**  serve  the  Pitbiic,  And  these  m^  bctug  conscious  to  thenit>elve<5  of  the  m/isy  Frauds  and  Offences 
•*  committed  against  the  Puht'tc,  have  no  other  hopes  to  shelter  ihr.iselves  from  Justice^  THAN  BY 
"  TAKING  AWAY  THE  REPUTATION  OF  THOSE  WHO  DC.^lll!;  TO  DO  RIGHT  TO  THEIR 
"  COUNTRY  BY  DETKCTINfl  THEIR  INlQUlTlKSj  and  bciag  UNITED  IN  GUILT  AND  IV- 
'*  T£R^r,  they  endeavour  to  amuse  and  impose  upo^  those,  wbu%e  posterity,  we  hare  too  much  n'asoii 
'*  to  fear,,  will  grof^n  under  the  sad  effects  of  the  wickedness  of  the  ene,  and  the  too  great  credulity 
"  of  the  othnr.  We  chnaifully  depend  upon  yoor  Majesty's  wisdom,  that  all  our  Grieraaces,  by  your 
"  grace  and  favmir,  will,  in  due  time,  be  redressed  and  removed,  by  punishing  those,  who  have  beea 
"  the  cause  of  tbem,  and  by  entrusting  none  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  who,  for  their  own 
'*  private  advantage,  have  manifestiy  contributed  to  the  calaioity  of  their  Country.'*— -Annt ass  op  thb 
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SUMMARY  OF  POUTICS. 

Middlesex  Mebtino.— When  Mr. 
Lytileton  and  others  were  engaged  in  the 
famoat  art  of  disclaiming,  or,  in  the  iao- 
guage  of  Scripture,  'denying,  Sir  Francis 
Burdbtt/or  the  «lied>;ed  ground  of  his 
**  wwomramabU  resistcaict/'  and  his  Ltiter  to 
file  Speaker  of  the  Honourable  House^  they 
d\d  not,  I  dare  say,  anticipate,  that  the 
decision  of  tht  people,  upon  those  points^ 
would  be  v/hat  it  has  since  been  manifested 
to  be.  However  this  may  have  been,  it 
it  now  very  clear,  that  Sir  Francis  did  act 
not  only  the  patriotic  but  the  prudent  part. 
On  the  memorable  Saturday  when  the 
warrant  was  to  have  been  executed,  and 
when  troops  were  waited  f«.v,  in  order  to 
insure  its  execution,  I  received  a  lettef, 
drily  tsUing  me,  that  the  vote  of  commit- 
ment had  been  carried,  and  that  Sir. 
Francis  was  **  gone  to  the  Tower." — I  was 
aitonlahed.  I  was  chagrined.  I  was^in  a 
state  of  mortification  not  to  be  described. 
— ^  Whttt !"  exclaimed  I,  •'  gon^  to  the 
**  Tototr,  asMJ  as  ^it'tly  as  a  pickpocket  to 
•*  Bridewell,  or  lo  the  custody  of  Goremor 
^  Arts!  GONE  to  the  Tower;  and  that 

ps  all  f* How  was   I  relieved  ;    what 

was  roy  pleasure,  upon  hearing,  on  the 
Sunday  moniinff,  that  he  was  still  in  his 
house ;  still  in  the  ''  Englishman's  castle,'* 
Siod  that  it  would  require  the  last^tnaoe: 
the  playing  of  the  trumps;  to  get  him  to  a 

prtiion. It   was,    however^  this    very 

thing  that  stirred  the  gall  of  the  fFkigs; 
ttet  rmmnaged  up  tl^  bitteroeis  from 
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the  bottom  of  their  stomachs;, that  en- 
raged them  to  that  degree,  which  the  na- 
tion have  since  witnessed. ^The  letter 

to  the  Speaker  1  had  not  anticipated ;  but, 
who  will  now  say,  that,  without  that  let- 
ter, the  thing)  on  the  part  of  Sir  Franciou 
would  have  been  complete  ?  It  is  evident* 
that  it  would  not  have  been  complete,  h 
is  now  clear  to  every  one,  that,  without 
that  Letter,  there  would  have  been  a 
shew,  and  a  boast,  of  victory,  on  the  part 
of  our  enemies. — ^Bot,  the  protracted  re* 
sistance  was  the  main  thingv  It  was  thai 
which  brought  out  the  trumps*  Aja  long  as 
possible  the  truQips  were  held  back  ;  ^id, 
if  they  could  have  been  held  back  al* 
together;  if  Sir  Francis,  (to  oblige  the 
Whigs)  had  gone  off  quietly  like  a  pick- 
pocket, the  trumps  would  not  have  been 
played.  Tliey  would  have  remained '  al 
Canterbury  and  Croydon  and  Ryegate 
and  Epsom  and  Guildford  and  Farnham 
and  Winchester  and  Newbery^  and  Read- 
ing and  St.  Albans  and  Hertford  and 
Cambridge  and  Bagphot  and  Hounslow 
He^th  occupied  ia  their  usual  business  of 
defending  the  country-  against  Buonaparte  t 
if  this  had  beenthe  Case,  the  Wbiga  would 
have  been  higlily  delighted.  Tim  ;s  pre« 
cisely  what  wouM  h^e  suited  idem  and 
their  schemes  of  ambition.  But.  thsaks  to 
the  firmness  and  the  foresight  of  Sir 
Francis,  this  was  not  the  case :  the  trumps 
were  called  forth  and  played,  to  the  last 
card ;  and  of  this  the  whole  nation  hav# 

been  witnesses. 1  shall  now  insert  th^ 

Resolutions,  which  were  passed  at  the 
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Middlesex  Mieting,  and,  in  which  I  am 
very  glad  to  perceive,  that  both  these  acts, 
so  bitterly  complained  of  by  the  Whigs, 
are  decidtedly  approved  qf, 

••  AT  a  numerous  and  respectable  Meet- 
''.ing  of  the  Freeholders  of  thft. County  of 
"  Middlesex,  held  at  the  Mermaid,  Hack- 
**.ney,  on  Thursday,  the  26th  day  of 
"  April,  1810,  pursuant  to  a  Requisition, 
"  thjB  following  Resolutions  were  en- 
"  tcred  into  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Petition  now  read 
"  b?  adopted,  and  that  it  be  presented  to 
"  the  House  of  Commons  by  our  Repre- 
«'  sentativ4?s,  George  Byng  and  Willirun 
•'  Mellish,  Esqrs.  who  are  hereby  instruct- 
*'  ed  to  support  the  same. 

"  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  pro* 
"  ccedings  of  the  Electors  ofWcst minster, 
"  at  their  late  Meeiing,  and  most  heartily 
**  concur  in  the  sentimenU  contained  in 
**  their  Letter  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and 
"  in  bis  Answer. 

*♦  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  are 
•*  due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  Sir  Francis 
*^  Bm*dett,  bart.  for  his  truly  patriotic  con- 
"  iduct  in  Parliament,  for  his  unanswered 
•'  and  unanswerable  Argument  in  the  case 
"of  John  Gale  Jones,  vindicating  the 
"  /ights  of  the  subject,  and  denying  the 
*'  power  of  the  Hbuse  of  Commons  to  im- 
"prison  withoutUrial,  and  daring  plea- 
*'  Wire,  the  people  of  England ;  for  his 
"  Letter  to  the  Speaker,  protesting  against 
"  the  power  of  the  Hbuse  of  Commons  to 
"  imprison  in  like  manner  one  of  their 
"  Members,  for  laying  before  his  Consti- 
"  tuents  a  ftuthful  account  of  his  conduct 
*'  in  Parliament;  and  for  his  constitutional 
*'  remumce  to  the  Speaker's  warrant,  whereby 
"  he  has  given  a  practical  illustration  of  its 
. "  inefficiency,  and  has  shewn  tltat  it  could  not 
*'  bepul  infijrce  without  milkory  aid,  a  vio- 
"  lation  of  omr  ancient  Laws,  and  a  breach 
"  of  the  privileges  of  Englishmeru 

^  That  these  ^solutions  be  fairlv  tran- 
^'  scribed  and  presented  to  Sir  Francis 
"  Bnrdett  by  the  Sfaeriflls,  accompanied 
"  by  George  Byng  and  WilKam  Mel- 
"  lish,  esqrs.  o»r  Representatives. 

r*  that  the  Address  to  Sir  Francis'  Bur- 
"  dett  wkich  has  been  read  be  adopted  as 
«*  the  lict  of  this  Meetinff. 

''That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
*'  given  to  George  Byng,  esq.  one  of  our 
"  Representatives,  for  his  general  conduct 
"  m  Parliament. 

*'  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
"  be  given  to  the  Sheriffs,  for  their  readi- 
''  aess  in  calling  this  meeting,  and  for 


SherifisJ 


"  their  judicious  and  impartial  conduct  in 
"  the  Chair. 

"  That  these  Resolutions  be  advertised. 

Mw.  Wood,  1 

Jno.  Atkins.  3 
The  Addhesb,  mentioned  in  these  Resolu- 
tions, I  shall  now  insert,  first,  however, 
expressing  my  unfeigned  satisfaction  at 
seeing,  that  the  author  of  it  was  the  vene- 
rable and  venerated  Major  Cartwricht, 
who  out  of  more,  I  believe,  than  seventy 
years  of  life,  has  spent  more  than  foitiy 
in  the  cause  of  Parliamentary  Rrform.  It 
is  quite  delightful  to  see  such  a  composi- 
tion coming  from  a  man,  whose  brow  is 
literally  furrowed  with  wrinkles^  and 
whose  body  appears  to  be  of  no  use  ex- 
cept to  contain  his  soul.  Of  all  the  men, 
that  I  ever  knew.  Major  Cartwright  is  the 
must  persevering,  the  most  resolute,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  the  most  mild  in  his 
manners.  At  least,  never  did  I  know  any 
one  to  exceed  him  in  any  of  these  qaali- 
iies.  1  believe,  that  he  has  never  pub- 
lished any  thinjr.  of  which  he  has  not  sent 
a  copy  to  the  King  and  to  each  of  his  Mi- 
nisters. He  is  a  true  loyalist  and  a  true 
royalist.  He  has  read,  studied,  and  im- 
bibed the  whole  of  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution  of  England ;  and,  all  who 
know  him  are  pretty  well  convinced,  that, 
rather  than  yield,  rather  thaa  make  a  sur- 
render of  one  particle  of  those  principles, 
he  would  softer  himself  to  be  burnt  alive. 
Many  an(*«  many  have  been  the  occasions, 
when  he  has  Qlfered  Resolutions  ta  public 
meeting!),  containing  the  principles  of  this 
Address ;  and,  aJ-^s !  many  and  many 
have  been  the  occasions,  wfien  those  Re- 
solutions have  been,  at  best,  coldly  re- 
ceived. At  last,  perseverance  and  pa- 
tience have  brought  him  to  the  day,  when 
men  see  the  necessity  of  acting  upon  his 
principles,  or  of,  at  once,  yielding  afl  pre- 
tensions to  English  freedom..^^- — The  sen- 
timents of  this  Address  must  have  been 
very  pleasing  to  Sir  Francis,  and  this  plea- 
sure must  have  been  encreased,  gj'eatly 
encreased,  by  the  reflection,  that  they 
proceeded  from  the  pen  of  such  a  man  as 
Major  Cartwright,  a  gentleman  of  learn- 
ing, of  independent  fortune,  of  ancient  fe- 
mily,  and  what  is  more  than  all  these,  of 
perfectly,  fipotless  life;  a  man  having  a 
mind  which  it  is  impossible  to  bewilder, 
and  &  heart  of  such  integrity  that  nothing 
can  shake.  For  myself,  I  can  trjly  say, 
that  I  never  read  any  thing  with  more  sa- 
tisfaction than  this  Address  ;  and  sqch  I 
am  confident^  will  be  the  feelini^  of  all 
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with    minds   unprejudiced. 


"  TO  SIR  FRANCIS  BURDETT,  BART. 

"A    PRISONEK   IN    THE    TO\VER. 

"The  Address  of  the  Freeholders  (fMiddksexi 
infidl  County  dssemNed. 

**  Sir  ;  With  the  name  of  Hampden, 
''consecrated  to  the  eternal  gratitude  and 
"  veneration  of  Englishmen,  for  having 
'*  resisted  the  illegal  exercise  of  power  by 
*'  a  King,  the  present  and  future  ages  will 
*'  couple  the  name  of  Burdett,  for  having 
'^  resisted  an  illegal  exercise  of  power  by 
"  a  House  of  Commons. — To  you  we  are 
"indebted  for  having  caused  discussions 
"  which  have  done  honour  to  our  age  and 
"■  nation  ;  but  such  a  variety  of  princi- 
"  pies  have  been  shaken  in  the  strange 
"proceedings  against  you,  that  the  ex- 
"tent  of  our  obligations  to  you,  first,  for 
"yonr  constitutional  doctrine,  and  then 
"for  your  resisting  the  violators  of  our 
"  Constitution, cannot  as  yet  be  estimated. 
"  We  trust  the  obligations  will  prove  be-, 
"  yond  all  estimate;  as  we  trust  they 
"  must  terminate  in  a  restoration  of  that 
"  violated  Constitution. 

"  Whatever,  Sir,  may  be  the  prostitution 
'*  within  certain  walls,  whatever  may  be 
'''the  profligate  abuse  and  peculation  of 
"  office,  we  may,  however,  congratulate 
"  our  country,  that  she  has  yet  able  de- 
"  fender^  of  her  rights,  who  with  you 
"are  rallying  around  our  two-fold  Con- 
"  stitution  :  a  Constitution  that  hath  not 
"  only  a  Law,  which  is  "  the  perfection 
"  of  reason :"  but  w*henever  that  law 
**may  meet  with  lawless  opposers,  hath 
"  also  '"  A  sword  of  its  own/*  without 
"  needing  to  borrow  any  other,  native  or 
"foreign,  for  the  sure  and  resistless  en- 
"  forcement  of  that  law. — Inquiry,  Sir,  is 
"^ now  awake,  and  at  work.  Reason,  found- 
ling itself  on  constitutional  principle, 
"hath  now  to  decide,  whether,  for  either 
"  keeping  the  peace,  or  for  enforcing  any 
'^  process  of  English  Law,  recourse-ought 
"  to  bjB  ultimately  had  to  the  County 
"Power,  or  to  the  Standing  Army :  thai 
"  is,  shall  the  peace  and  the  law  of  Eng- 
"  land,  be  Upheld  by  the  Civil  Power,  or 
**'  by  a  Military  Forqe  ?— It  is,  in  fact,  to 
*f  be  decided  whether  Governments  (what- 
"  ever  be  their,  form,  or  their  current 
*'  denomination)  are  not  definable  to 
"  be  civil  governments,  or  military  go- 
"  vemments,  that  is,  free  states  or  despo- 
"'tisms,  as  they  shall  ultimately  resort,  for 


execution  of  their  laws,  to  the  civil 
power,  of  to  a  military  force.— The 
County  Power  of  England,  which  has 
been  aptly  called  the  martial  branch 
of  the  Constitution,  is  yet  strictly  a  civil 
power,  being  compos<5d  of  i^te  citizens 
only ;  whereas  the  Standing  Army  is 
wholly  a  military  force,  composed  of 
"soldiers;*'  who,  from  the  nature  of  the 
military  law  to  wliich  'they  are  subject, 
are  not  free  citizens;  and  according  to 
Sir  W.  Jones,  •'  in  fact  no  more  than  in- 
"  strumenls  in  the  hands  of  their  Com"' 
*  manders/* — When  (as  femarked  by, 
Blackstone)  '  the  lnws  and  ConsTilation 
'  of  this  kingdrtrti  knuw  no  sucii'  ^tate  as 
'  that  of  a  perpclu^l  stand iiijj  soldier;' 
arid  when  (as  oWrvtd  by  Sir  W.  Jones) 
the  Power  of  iho  Cfvuruy  includes  the 
whole  civil  state^  Irom  thi2  duke  to  the 
peasant;  wiiile  the  miljlaty  stale,  as 
such,  forms  no  part  of  thai  powcFi  beuig 
under  a  diflirf^nlcomtiiancl,  ahJ  '  sub- 
'ject  to  a  diilererU  law  ;'  must  it  iiijt^ 
follow,  that  the  kw  cannot  be  carried 
into  execution  by  the  standin^^  army  ? 
that  being  an  instrument  it  does^  not 
know  an  mstrument  '  under  a  Jitlerent 
'  command,-  and  *  subject  to  a  dlfff  rent 
'  law.' — And  when  Blacbftone,  con- 
curring with  numbcHc^s  wriUrs  of  the 
highest  authority,  and  with  every  inteU 
ligent  man^]^  reflection,  also  rpmarks,, 
that  'in  a  land  of  libcriy  it  is  CKtrc^nely, 
'  dangerous  to  mnke  a  di^^inct  order  of 
'the  profession  ofnrm^^*^  and  likewise 
adds  '  in  absolute  montirchir'S  thi^  i& 
'  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Prince, 
'and  arises  friim  ihe  main  pnnci|jle  of 
'  their  Constitution,  which  h  that  of  go* 
'  verning  by  fe^r/  will  it  be  possible^ 
Sir,  any  hm^j^tr  to  doubt  th:it  it  is  the 
design  of  Ministers  to  hring  us  under 
an  "  absolute  monarchy,"  especially 
when  we  shall  combine  together  alL 
their  arts  and  all  their  practices  to  that 
end  ?  Do  we  not  hear  our  English* 
Government,  by  Ministers,  by  Court- 
Lawyers,  and  by  all  abettors' pf  arbi- 
trary power,  perpetually  called  a  Mo- 
narchy, which  is  a  Government  whercia 
one  man's  will  is  the  laW  !  Do  we  not 
hear  our  King  as  constanthr  styled  a 
Monarch  ?  And  ever  sinqe  tne'dreadful 
riots  in  1780,  when  Sir  W.  Jones  took 
occasion  to  complain  that  oui  County 
Power  *  had  been  shamefully  neglected^ 
'  and  ought  to  be  restored,  to  full  vigour 
'  and  energy,*  has  not  that  County 
Power  from  that  day  to  this,  dow  thirty 
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^  years,  continued  in  the  same  shamefully 
"neglected  condition,  unorganized,  un- 
"  armed,  untrained  ?  And  for  what^con- 
"  ceivable  reason  can  there  have  been  thia 
^^  shameful  neglect,  but  that  it  might  be 
"  divested  of  all  power  and  respect,  and 
^  then,  as  a  thing  useless  and  contempt!- 
*'  ble,  be  wholly  superseded  in  the  quel- 
"  ling  of  riots  ?  And  have,  we  not  ac- 
*'  cordingly  seen  on  all  occasions  the 
''  Standing  Army  officiously  and  ostenta- 
"tiously  called  forth  on  every  frivolous 
^  disorder  tn  the  streets,  as  well  as  uni- 
'<  formly  paraded  and  held  in  readiness 
^  whenever  the  people  are  to  have  meet- 
^  ings  on  public  afikirs,  so  that  the  na- 
^  tion, '  governed  by  fear,'  mav  quietly 
**  yield  to  "  absolute  monarchy  ?— If, 
**  Sir,  we  be  correct  in  our  conception  of 
**  the  County  Power,  it  is  as  old  as  the 
**  Constitution  and  Common  Law,  and  vital 
^  to  our  liberties.— The  Standing  Army  is 
^  a  novelty  of  yesterday  ;  and  when  not 
"  constitutionally  overbalanced  by  the 
•  County  Power,  'in  full  vigour  and  energy,* 
*'  must  be  dangerous  in  the  extreme  to 
^  public  fireedoni.-*A  County  Power  is 
^  the  swofd  in  the  hand  of  the  nation,  re- 
**  gulated  by  the  ordinary  law  of  the  land. 
"  Its  sole  object  self-preservation — that  is, 
^  the  preservation  ot  law  and  liberty.— • 
'^-A  Standing  Avmy  is  the  sword  in  the 
'^  hand  of  the  Minister;  and  we  have  rc- 
**  cently  seen  how  prone  Ministers  are  to 
^  find  other  objects  for  this  sword  than 
*'  those  which  should  seem  to  be  its  only 
••  legitimate  ones,  namely,  offensive  war 
**  abroad,  and  defence  of  external  posses- 
"  sions ;  because,  a  species  of  force  which 
''  is  a  comparative  novelty  both  in  prin- 
'^  ciple  and,  practice  with  our  Govern* 
**  mentj  as  well  as  utterly  unknown  to 
" '  the  Laws  and  Constitution,'  never 
"could  have  had  for  its  object  the  de- 
*'  fence  of  our  island  ;  which,  as  already 
•»  shewn,  was  most  amply  provided  for 
"  defence  in  the  original  institution  of  our 
•*  Government ;  since  all  the  County 
"  Powers  collectively  must  mount  to  far 
<*  more  thai)  a  million  of  men  able  to  bear 
*'  arms^  and  willing  to  defend  their  King, 
^  their  Country,  and  their  Constitution. 
•*  The  conquests  of  the  Standing  Army 
*»  abroad,  ought  only  to  be  over  our 
*'  en.emies.  lea  conquests  at  home,  if  it 
"•f  be  to  obey  the  will  of  Ministers  and  to 
*'  have  its  operations  directed  by  the  aua- 
^  logy  of  time-serving  Lawyers,  can  only 
*'be  over  our  laws  and  liberties.— We 
**  would  therefore,  Slr^  gladly  know,  why 


''Ministers  and  Parliament  do  not,  lo 
''  obedience  to  the  Constitution,  and  in 
*'  the  honest  performance  of  their  own 
"  duty,  *  restore  to  full  vigour  bnd  energy* 
"  the  County  Power,  which,  in  the  very 
"  infancy  of  its  organization  by  the  im- 
''  mortal  Alfred,  need  England  of  in* 
'*  vaders,  who  had  mastered  half  the 
"  counties,  or  converted  those  invaders 
*'  into  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects  ?— 
'^  And  we  would  also  gladly  hear  the  rea- 
''  sons  ^  why  Ministers  atid  Parliament, 
<<  while  neglecting  a  duty  so  obvious  and 
<'  so  imperious,  spare  neither  pains  nor 
"  expence,  an  expence  paid  by  the  peo- . 
'*  pie,  for  adding  to  our  vast  native  Stand- 
^'  ing  Army,  another  numerous  Standing 
"  Army  of  Germans,  Sicilians,  French, 
'*  Portuguese,  and  other  foreign  mercena- 
'*  ries ;  seeing,  at  tlie  same  time,  that 
''ijFrance  is  so  strong  by  land,  we  cannot 
'*  annoy  her  by  onensive  war ;  and  so 
^'  weak  by  sea,  she  cannot  even  alarm 
*'  our  external  possessions  in  any  part  of 
"  the  globe !— A  County  Power,  although 
"  the  resistless  arm  of  the  law,  being  yet 
"  a  free  part  of  a  free  community,  most 
'^  know,  that  to  violate  law,  would  be  to 
"  violate  its  own  liberty  ;  and  must  ever, 
"  be  alive  to  the  feeling,  that,  to  preserve 
"  the  common  liberty  must  be  the  first 
"arid  most 'sacred  of  Us  duties. — Con- 
*'  cerning  a  Standing  Army,  an  acute 
"  writer  asks, '  Is  it  not  possible,  that  these 
"  *  keepers  of  ours  may  come  to  resemble 
"  '  those  of  a  seraglio,  and  hate  the  very 
"  ''  name  of  liberty,  when  totally  deprive<l 
"  '  of  their  ow^  }*  And  '  a  Standing 
"  '  Army,'  it  has  been  remarked,  '  ever 
"  '  has  converted,  and  ever  must  convert^ 
'* '  men  into  machines.  The  individuals . 
"  ^  of  a  Standing  Army,  when  tliey  re- 
*'  '  ceive  orders,  cast  away  the  judgment^ 
" '  the  moral  discretion,  and  the  will  of 
" '  rational  Ijeiugs.  Obedience  with  them 
'**  is  the  law  arid  the  prophets;  and  he 
'*  ^  that  gives  the  order;  they  think,  is  the 
"  '  only  person  answerable  for  it.' — 
"Should  Jtlnglaud's  liberties  survive  the, 
"  settled  establishment  of  a  Standing 
I"  Army,  she  will  be  the  only  country  on,. 
"  earth  which,  in  that  predicament,  ever 
"  remained  free.  This,  a&  yet  unseen 
"  phenomenon,the  co-existence  of  a  Sland- 
'•  ing  Army,  and  Liberty,  it  doubtless  is. . 
"  in  her  power  to  exhibit  ^o  the  admiring 
y  eyes  of  mankind  ;  but,  it  can  only  be  . 
'"  effected  by  '  restoring  to  full  vigour  aod». 
"  '  energy,'  her  County  Power.  That . 
''  pnQO  done,  the  Standing  Army  wouli 
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"  no  longer  be  nn  object  ©f  fear  and  jea- 
"  lousy ;  but  must  thenceforth  be  viewed 
'*  in  the  amiaUle  Hght  of  a  bod}-  of  men 
*'  demoting  themselves  to  tiie  interest  and 
*'  glory  of  their  country,  in  all  her  foreign 
**  serrices.— Ignorant  and  weak  men,  im- 
*'  posed  on  by  the  crafty  and  the  knavish, 
"  are  taught  to  believe,  that  the  civil 
"  power  of  England  is  inadequate  to  the 
"  quelling  of  riots.  But  what  says  that 
*'  fs^itbful  expounder  of  the  law,  that 
** '  most  enlightened  of  the  sons  of  men,* 
*'  Sir  William  Jones  ? — '  Having  shewn/ 
*' says  be,  *^the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
** '  Posse  Comitatuum,  and  proved  that  it  is 
**  'required  by  law  to  be  equal  in  its 
*'  *  exertion  to  a  well-disciplined  army,  I 
*'  *  have  established  the  proposnion,  which 
"  '  I  undertook  to  demonstrate,  that  the 
"  '  common  and  statute  laws  of  the  realm, 
"  '  in  force  at  this  day,  give  the  civil  state 
*'  *  in  every  county  a  power,  which,  if  it 
"  '  were  perfectly  understood  and  conti- 
•*  •  nually  prepared,  would  effectually 
**  'quell  any  riot  or  insurrection,  without 
"  '  assistance  from  the  military,  and  even 
"  '  without  the  modern  Riot  Act.' — And 
*'  one  who  has  carefully  trod  in  the  steps 
"  of  Jones,  has  also  shewn  that '  an  inter- 
'' '  nal  tranquillity  which  jiothing  could 
*' '  disturb,  would  be  another  happy  efJect 
*' '  of  reviving  the  constitutional  system  of 
"  '  oar  ancestors.  An  armed  power  of  the 
**  *  county,  every  where  present,  constantly 
"  '  ready  at  the  call  of  the  magistrate,  and 
^  *  abundantly  able  to  crush  all  resistance, 
"  *  must  have  the  effect  of  preventing  tu- 
"  'malt,  which  a  standing;  army  can  only 
** '  quell/— In  1794,  '  while  soldiers  were 
^  *  qoartered  at  York,  rioters  razed  to  the 
^ '  groand  the  houses  of  Magistrates  at 
*  '  Sheffield ;  while  soldiers  were  stationed 
"  'at  Nottingham,  rioters  set  Birmingham 
** '  in  flames.'  This  conflagration  made  a 
"  future  in  the  reign  of  terror,  in  support 
••of  the  Minister  Fitt;  and  was  effected 
'*  by  a  rabble  of  miscreants,  bellowing 
" '  Churcb  and  King/  a  similar  rabble 
**  have  more  recently,  io  the  service 
•*  of  another  Minister,  vocifesited  '  No 
"  '  Popery  !'  and  during  the  Ministry  of 
•«  Lord  l<}ortfa,  while  the  country  was  full 
''of  Aoldiers,  '  the  capital  was  inflames, 
"  '  and  at  the  mercy  of  the  veriest  brutes 
*»  '  that  ever  bore  botnan  shape/  Such 
*^  h  the  protection  of  a  Standing  Army  ! 
•*  But  if  It  were  better,  wbo  would  pur- 
•*  cbase  it  at  the  loss  of  liberty — at  asur- 
•*  render  to  military  despotism  !  If  the 
''  Snuidiog  Army  be  Bative,  what  must 


'  the  men  of  it  feel,  when  either,  on  oc^ 
'  casion  of  petty  riots,  obeying  orders, 
'  and  shooting  their  countrymen  and 
'  companions — perhaps  their  fathers  and 
'  brothers,  or  women  and  quiet  tradesmen 
'  in  their  shops,  or  else,  for  disobeying 
'such  orders,  be  liable  to  suffer  death  by 
'martial  law? — Against  the  light  which 
'  the  brightest  luminary  of  the  age  bad 
'  beamed  in  n^eridian  splendoar  on  ihm 
'  subject  of  the  County  Power,  provine 
'  it  to  be  equally  our  sure,  as  our  '  legaT 
'  protection,  whether  assailed  by  rioters, 
'  with  their  mud,  their  stones,  and  theil^ 
'  torches ;  or  by  a  Napoleon,  with  his 
'  dukes,  his  kings,  and  his  lef^ions,  minis* 
'  ters,  and  parliaments,  with  a  pervepse* 
'  ness  and  obstinacy,  which  Lave  but 
'  one  explanatvon,  have  inflexibly  refused 
'  to  their  country  the  benefit  of  that  light* 
'  or  to  adopt  a  ''  legal  mode  of  suppress* 
'  '  ing  riots/— Thirty  years  h>ng,  there*- 
'  fore,  have  we  felt  the  military  rod  of 
'  an  evil  generatiota  of  statesmen,  haters 
'  of  light,  and  truth,  and  liberty;  lovers 
'  of  darkness,  deceit,  and  despotism^  who 
'  in  contempt  of  proof  and  demoDstratioo» 
'  have  as  absurdly  as  incessantly  labour- 
^  ed  to  cause  it  to  be  believeOt  thai  • 
'  Standing  Army  are  legal  keepers  of  the 
'  peace,  and  that  Foreign  Mercenaiies 
'  are  a  constitutional  and  an  honourable 
^  defence  !— To  your  patriotism,  we  shall 
'  have  been  indebted  for  a  discussion  of 
'  these  high  questions,  and  all  that  is  col- 
'  lateral.  To  your  firmness  we  shall  owe 
'  much,  very  much,  of  the  benefits  to  be 
'  derived  from  the  inquiries  which  now 
r  occupy  all  minds. — ^We  particularly 
^  thauK  you.  Enlightened  Countryman,  for 
'  continuing  your  resistance  to  right  the 
'  point ;  that  is,  until  your  house,  in  law 
^  vour  sacred  place  of  repose,  was  forced 
'  uy  Military  Violence.  Had  you  sooner 
^  submitted,  our  oppressors  would  only 
'  have  been  guilty,  of  once  more  repeat* 
'  ing  the  stale  and  hackneved  illes^lity 
'  of  keeping  the  peace  by  Military  torco. 
^  But  you  have  extorted  from  tyranny  a 

manifestation  of  its  latent  wickedness.—* 

This  new  stretch  of  arbitrary  power,  oi 
'  executing  legal  process,  against  an 
'  Englishman,  by  military  force,  is  to  be 

considered  as  the  Minister's  Proclama^ 
^  tion,  that  we  are  henceforth  to  consider 
'ourselves  as  living  under  a  military  go- 
'  vernment,  subject  to  the  law  of  arms^ 

and    to  the  dominion    of   the    swurd. . 

Here,  Sir,  is  ample  matter  for  our  con* 
r  temptation!    Is  this  the  goal  to  which 
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**  tve  have  been  led  .by  Privilege  ? — Had 
'*  y<Ja,  Sir,  reeled  beastly  drunk  into  the 
'*  Hcwse  of  Commoas,  made  a  scandalous 
«<'bra\^,  and  thrown  a  chair  at  the  head 
"  of  the  Speaker,  it  may  even  be  doubled 
•**  whether  you  would  have  incurred  more 
*'  than  a  momentary  displeasure,  although 
*'  the  dignity  of  the  assembly  might  have 
'•  required  the  form  of  a  reprimand. — Or 
*'  had  you,  as  a  base  traitor  to  the  Con- 
'*  stitution,  even  sold  it»  seats  by  dozens  at 
y  noon-day,  some  are  of  opinion  the   pro- 
•*  lunation,  although  it  might  have  shocked 
J'  the  piety  of  the  Speaker,  might  have 
•»  been  passed  over  even  without  inquiry 
*/  — ^Wny  then  ai-e  you  in  the  'Tower  ? — 
"  Our  heart?  tell  us  it  is  because  you  are 
'*  Shr  Francis  Furdett — because  your  pre- 
•'  sehce  is  iDainful  to  the  seat-selling  crew 
^'  —because  to  all  unprihcipled  factions 
^  eontt^nding  for  power  and  pelf  you  are 
w  a  commqn  enemy  :  one  who,  equally 
'» regardless  of  Ins  or  of  Outs,  looks  nei- 
^i  therto  the  right  hand  nur  to  the  left, 
*'  but  only  straight  forward  to  the  Con- 
.  *«  stitution' and  the  Liberties  of  your  coun- 
*''  try. — Imprisanment,  Sir,  is  not  in  itself 
**  enviable ;  but  it  may  be  made  so.     To 
''  yov3,  \t  is  a  just   cause  of  exultation. 
^  Vou  tirium'ph.     Your  ehemieg  only  are 
**  degraded •    Intending  to  iiivolve  you  ija 
^public  odium,  they  accused  you  of  nn- 
••  constitutional  conduct,  of  violence,  and 
*'  of  shedding  innocetit  blood.     But  odium 
**  recoils ;   the  false   and  feeble  accus^- 
*'  ttort  has,  by  an  awful  |)ub\ic  voice,   at 
«  which  they  tremble,  been  hurled   baclf 
*»  in  thunder  on  themselves^  and  they  ar^ 
^  universally  pronounced  invaders  of  Che 
n  Constitution,  itaen  of  violence,  men  of 
**  bfood— endeavouring  to  lower  your  re- 
**  pupation,  they  have  doubled  the  public 
*cort(idehce  irt  your    knowledge,   youj; 
**  wisdom,  your  integrity.-^Meaning  pu- 
'^  nishment^  they  have  cortfeiTed  reward. 
*<  Designing  disgrace/they  Have  bestowed 
"  on  you  the  highest  honour  ip  their  gift 
♦*  —their  own  impotent  malice!     But  pa- 
•*  nic-stricken  ;  to  ahun  danger  they  rusli 
*^ijfn  destruction,  they  saw  not  that,  in 
«*'  violating  your  person,  they  wer^  pro- 
***moting  your  put-pose  j  in  forcing  yoq 
^  from   yottr  seat,  they   are   forwarding 
**  your  wprk^  in  live  persecMtion  of  the 
**  Retbrmer',  they  were  accelerating  Re- 
^  form  ! — Infatuation    thiis  frustrated   all 
•*  their    cbunselsi,    foreign    or    domestic. 
«f  But  what  t^ien?— It  pleaseth  our  Bo- 
•^  roudimonger  Sovereigns  that  such  men 
^  sbjJl  rulje  the  l^w^    APd  ai^  Uiey  qo^ 


"  fit  servante  of  such  masters  ? — Accept, 
"  Illustrious  Countryman,  once  more,  the 
"  thanks  of  our  hearts ;  together  with 
"  our  earnest  prayers  to  Heaven  for  your 
"  health;  that  you  may,  ere  long,  renew 
"  your  Parliamentary  exertions,  in  co- 
"  operation  with  the  honest,  among  your 
'«  brethren  of  the  House,  and  all  other 
"  good  men,  towards  a  complete  restorai- 
"  tion  of  our  twofold  Constitution,  for 
"  the  salvation  of  our  Country.'* 

This  admirable  Address,  which  will 
live  and  be  admired  as  long  as  there  shall 
remain  in  Englishmen's  bosoms  the 
faintest  spark  of  the  love  of  that  liberty, 
which  was  the  pride  of  their  forefather^ 
was  agreed  to  unanimously,  and,  in  such 
agreement,  the  people  of  Middlesex  spoke, 
I  am  convinced,  the  sense  of  all  the  peo* 
pie  of  this  kingdom,  who  do  not,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  depend  upon  the 
government  for  bread,  or,  who  may  not 
be  fairly  classed  amongst  the  Public  Rob' 

hers,- There  arose,  at  this  ipeeting,  a 

question,  which,  at  this  moment,  it  is  of 
great  importance  to  discuss;  namely, 
whether  the  people  m  general  not  petitioning 
for  a  Rtform  in  Parliam*,7it  ot^^ht  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  sign  that  the  people  in  general  do 
not  wish  for  stich  Rtform.  This  is  aquas* 
tion  of  very  great  consequence;  bui,"  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  it,  it 
is  necessary  to  notice,  what  passed  at  the 
Meeting,  and  what  has  since  been  said 
in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  relative  to  liie 

conduct    of    the    OUTS. Mr.     Hart 

Townsend^  who  proposed  the  Resolutions, 
did,  dui-ing  his  speech,  which  was  a  v^ery 
eloquent  one,  lay  pretty  heavily  upon 
the  Outs,  of  whom  he  said,  however,  no 
more  than  was  true,  and  especially  re« 
specting  their  base  conduct  towards  Sir 
Francis,  at  the  moment  when,  as  tliey 
imagined,  a  cry  would  succeed  against 
him  as  having  been  the  cause  of  the 
blood  that  was  spilt  by  the  troops,  called 
out  and  ordered  to  fire  upon  the  people, 
during  the  measures  for  exccoiing  an 
order  of  the  Honourable  Housel  Their 
coj^duct  upon  this  qcoasioa,  Uteir  ''  rait^ 
ing  round  His  Majesty's  Qixvernment  ;" 
their  fqul,  their  vile,  their  execrable  coq^ 
ducit  upon  that  occasion,  capped  the  cli** 
max,  and  left  tj^em  not  one  sensible  and 
disinterested  man  attached  to  them.  It 
was  upon  that  scandalous  attempt  to  run 
down  oir  Francis,  in  his  absence,  or,' as 
some  of  them  had  the  brayery  to  call  him, 
"  the  prisoner  in  the  Tower ;  it  was  upon 
tU^t  99^^ou«  a^eoipt  that  Mr.  mf^ 
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Tdwnsend  had  been  cotnmtnting,  iivhen 

Mr.   Byng   rose*  to  speak. He    said, 

"There  never  was  a  House  of  Commons 
*'  in  which  there  w^  a  greater  proportion 
'*  of  hont^t,  upright  men,  more  attached 
"  to  the  real  interest  of  the  coantry  than 
, "  the  present.  [Here  there  were  some  tjitrr- 
*'  nntrs,  xvilh  cries qf  No!  No!]  That  was 
•*^  his  opinion— it  might  differ  from  that 
'•'of  many,  or  most  of  those  who  heard 
*'  htm,  bat  still  it  was  his  opinion,  and  he 
'*  thought  it  would  be  wiser  to  tmiic  all  the 
"  real  friends  qf  the  Constitution,  however 
*'  they  might  differ  in  ^des  of  opinion, 
"  while  they  agreed  in  the  great  prinri- 
•'  pies  ;  it  wa9  surely  wisertokeep  them 
"together  than  to  set  them  at  vnrftince 
"  ifpon  trifling  grounds  of  petty  distinc- 
•*  tioils,-  while  the  common  enemy,  the 
«*  advocates  of  corruption,  seemeH  to  be 
*' so  firmly  and  indissolubly  united.  He 
«'  regretted  that  his  friend,  Mr.  Townsend, 
"•had  dealt  so^  indiscrindnatefy  in  the  abmc 
"  ofpubHtmen,  for  there  were  in, that  House 
*'  of  Commons  many  honest  men,  who  were 
"  prepared   and  disposed  to  listen  to  the 

*'  instructions  of  their  cotistituents." 

NoV,  as  to  this  idea  of  KnihVz^  against  the 
advocates  of  corruption,  xx3hi>  are  the  Re- 
formers to  unite  with?  Js  it  with  t^e 
Grenvilles  and  Mr.  Windham  ?  No:  it  is 
then,  perhaps,  with  Lord  Grey  and  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne  and  the  remnant 
of  the  Foxites;  but,  how  is  this  union  to 
take  place,  when  these  Lords  and  all  their 
lollewers  are  '*  indissolubly  united"  with 
tbd  GrenTillcs  and  Mr.  Windham  ?  It  is^ 
therefore,  periect  nonsense  to  talk  of  any 
such  union.  Shades,  indeed  !  It  is  ^  pret- 
ty deep  shade,  I  think,  that  exists  between 
the  opinions  of  Sir  Francis,  and  those  of 
the  iruKa  Judge,  for  instance.  Besides, 
Mr.  Byng  seems  to  have  wholly  mistaken 
the  matter  ;•  he  seems  to  have  supposed, 
that  the  hostility,  the  "  setting  at  vari- 
^aaite/*  as  he  c^lls  it,  began  with  the  Re- 
fbrra^s*  It  began  with  their  opponents, 
and  amongst  these  they  found  the  OUTS 
to  be  the  most  bitter.  Who,  for  instance, 
)>egan  the  attackupon  Ihe  famots  occasion, 
«6  which  Mr,  Townsend  referred?  Why, 
thteOUTS.  Thev  werfe  the  first  of  the 
two  factions  to  make  the  attempt  at  ruftning 
iSr  Frandtdown,  They  volunteered  their 
serrices  to  the  ministry  ;  and,  as  if  for  the 
|Mirpose  of  reranving  all  blame  from  the 
ministers^  for  Ihe  riolence  that  had  been 
cdlmnitted,^and  Ae  bhw>d  that  had  been 
wp'M,  they  eteh  fcmnd  firait  with  them  for 
getiittg^u4  s*bi^  body  6f  troops 


sooner;  and,  it  is  notbrious,  that  tb»s  was 
their  talk  through  the  town  all  the  Sunday 
preceding  the  attack  upon  Sir  Franeis!  s 
House.  Their  feet  were  swift  to  asfsnult 
htm,;  and,  what  is  the  worst  part  of  their 
conduct,  they  affected  a  person nl  rtgafd 
for  him,  m  order  that  their  attack  might 
the  better  succeed.  They  kis"?od,  that 
they  might  the  more  effectually  betray. 
— =-How  vain,  then,  to  talk  of  unitirtg 
with  such  men.  There  can  be  no  &\i6\\ 
union.  It  is  as  impossible  as  the  unidn 
between  fire  and  water.  Both  the  fac- 
tions are  our  enemies;  but  the  OUTS, 
take  them  altogeth'er,  are  the  worst  ene- 
mies of  the  tw^o;  and,  for  this  plain  rei- 
son,  because  they  are  more  treacherous. 

Upon  this  subject,  and  by  wav  of  ob- 

servaticm  upon  what  passed  at  the  Middtfe- 
sex  Mectint,',  the  Morning  Chronicle  say^:: 
*'  The  Ministerial  Papers  have  fotmd  la 
"  the  speeclies  of  soitle  of  the  most  diS- 
"  tinguisheJ  speakers  at  the  Hackney 
•*  Meeting  great  cause  of  joy,  because 
"  the  Whigs  were  violently  nnsrtpresentid 
*'  and  abused.  If  it  can  afford  tne  parll- 
*'  sans  of  the  Treasury  any  solid  satisfaC-* 
"  tTon  to  sefe.  the  genuine  friends  of  orddr, 
"  economy^  and  reform,  vilified,  because 
"they  will  not  depart^ from  tht  moderh- 
"  tiott  qf  their  ancestors  to  adopt  principles 
"  which  are  unintellfsihle,  they  may  ih- 
"  dulgo  their  love  of  defamatkm  freely, 
*'  for  they  art  not  likely  to  want  oppof- 
"  tunities  of  enjoyment.  They  uere  cbti- 
•*  demned  for  the*  measure  of  increasing 
**  the  property  tax;  or,  in othei- tix>rd$,  they 
^  wet-e  titcused  otp'ayUng  the  debts  whidh 
'*  the  iniquity  qf  their  prededessors  had 
«'  brought  upon  us,  instead,  we  suppose,  bf 
"  declaring  the  nation  insolvent.  "Vye 
"  wish  Mr.  Hare  Townshend  had  spok^ 
"  out  more  clearly,  and  had  fairly  said 
"  what  proceeding  his  party  would  have 
"  recommended  under  the  engagemenU 
"  which  the  calamities  of  the  system  that 
"  they  found  established  .h2id  brought  upon 
*'  the  nation.  Would  his  party  hafe 
**  advised  them  to  ^top  payment  f  for  cer- 
*'  tnlnly  by  no  other  means  could  thejy 
'*  have  avoided  laying  burthens  on  the 
"  people  td  the  fiiU  amount  of  the  increase 
*'  they  made.— There  is  something  so  un- 
''  candid,  so  unjust,  and  so  unlike  men  <^ 
'*  business  in  this  mode  of  attack,  that  U 
**  fails  of  making  any  impression  on  the 
"  most  illiterate  minds— -and  if  it  were 
"  really  to  be  considered  as  the  sentiment 
•'  of  the  party,  would  utterly  disqualify 
''thwn  for  aU  trust    It  is  a  principle 
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*«  which  gcis  to  the  demolition  qf  all  govern- 
*«  nf^t,  and  to  the  total  or^ertJirow  qf'all  the 
*^  frame  of  society** — Sayest  thou  so  :*  Why 
just  the  same  thing  is  said  by  Mr.  Perce- 
Yal  and  Mr.  Yorke,  and  why  then,  shotild 
the  people  wish  for  any  change  that  would 
put  out  Messrs.  Perceval  and  Yorke,  and 
put  Lord  Grenville  and  Lord  Grey  in  their 
«tead  ?  Why  should  tlie  people  wish  for 
any  such  change  ?  W^hat  is  it  to  them 
who  pocket  the  salaries  at  the  public  offi- 
ces; whose  crew:$  of  relations  and  re- 
tainers are  lo  be  fed  at  tKe  public  ex- 
pence  ?  For  my  part,  if  1  must  c  hoose 
net  ween  the  two,  1  would  rather  feed  the 
relations  and  dependents  of  Mr.  Yorke  and 
Mr.  Perceral,  than  the  strange  mixed 
sort  of  kindred  of  the  OUTS,  in^ludiitg 
their  numerous  swar.n  of  feelosofers  from 

Edinbro'. Sayst  thou  so,  indeed  !    To 

disapprove  of  nearly  doubling  the  income 
tax  is,  then,  to  aim  at  "  the  demolition  of 
^'all  government,  and  at  the  total  otxrthtotD 
**  qf  all  the  frame  qf  society**  This  tax 
makes  the  man  who  has  only  a  l^  in- 
terest m  an  estate  ^orth  a  hundred 
a  year  pay  ten  pounds  a  year;  and  it 
makes  the  man  who  has  a  perpetual  interest 
in  an  estate  of  the  same  worth,  pay  no  more 
thtm  ten  pounds  a  year;  this  tax,  which  in. 
its  principle,  is  directly  hostile  to  all  the 
feelings  of  Englishmen  ;  this  fiscal  inqui- 
sition ;  this  most  vexatious  and  crjael  tax  ; 
this  tax,  which,  at  the  time  when  it  was 
first  imposed,  was  declared  by  Mr.  Fox 
to  justify  open  resistance,  or  at  least,  to 
render  resistance  a  mere  question  qf  prudence; 
to  complain  of  the  OUTS  for  hav'mg,-  at 
one  step,  almost  doubled  this  tax;  to 
do  this  is,  it  seems,  iii  the  opinion  of  those 
OUTS,  considered  as  aiming  at "  the  de» 
**  molitum  of  all  gODernment,  and  the  total 
^'  over  throw  (fall  theframe  qf  society,**  Very 
well,  then.  This  is  quite  enough.  In- 
deed, it  is  more  than  we  wanted.  We  did 
not  want  this  or  any  thing  else,  to  con- 
Tince  M8]f  that  we  bad  no  good  to  expect 
firom  a  change  of  ministry.— *-No  :  We 
would  not,  or,  at  least  we  need  not,  have 
advised  them  to  "  stop  payment ;"  nor  shall 
this  attempt  to  mislt^ad  the  public  pass 
vnexposed.— — It  is  curious  enough,  that 
it  has  now  been  discovered,  that  many 
millions  a  year  may  and  must  be  saved;  and 
that  great  retrenchments  in  the  expendi- 
ture most  be  madov  Why  was  not  this 
thought  of  bjr  the  OUTS,  when  they  had 
the  power  m  their  hands?  No:  not 
*'  stop  payoief^-;5^^|fei^,  justly  due,  but 


wasteful  expenditure  ;  stop  creating  of 
sinecures  and  paying  of  foreign  troops. 
But,  as  we  all  rt  member,  the  very  first 
parliamentary  act  ofihe  OUIS  was  to 
bring  forward  a  bill  to  enable  Lord  Gren- 
vdle  to  hold  agreut  sinecure  togtiher  with 
his  office  as  Fiisi  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ^ 
and  tht'ir  second  act  was,  a  bill  to  enable 
them  to  add  to  the  number  of/or<^  troops 
then  in  the  kingdom.  No  :  we  did  not 
want  them  to  "  stop  payment"  oil  just  debu  ; 
but  we  wanted  them  not  to  pay  away  our 
money  in  this  way.— —Well,  but  the 
OUlS,  we  are  here  told,  augmented  tb« 
income  tax,  and  were  compelled  so  to  do, 
in  order  to  be  able  *'  to  pay  the  debts, 
"  which  the  iniquity  of  their  predecessors 
"  had  brought  upon  the  nation/'  What! 
Surely,  Mr.  Perry,  you  must  have  Cwr- 
gotten  what  you  were  writing  about.  Yoa 
must  have  forgotten  of  whom  the  OUT 
ministry  consisted  ;  or,  which  I  will  not 
believe,  you  must  have  been  in  hopes, 
that  forgetfuhiess,  as  to  this  point,  Jiad 
seized  upon  all  your  readers.  **  The 
**  iniquity  of  their  predecessors  f**  Why, 
had  not  Lord  Grenvdle  and  Mr.  Wind- 
ham and  Lord  Spencer  and  Lord  Fits- 
William  and  some  others  been  colleague* 
of  the  cabinet  .with  the  "  Great  man  mm 
"no  nun-e,**  during  alt  the  murdvrous 
deeds  committed  upon  the  resources  and 
the  spirit  and  the  sense  of  the  nation  from 
1793  to  ISOO;  and  had  not  Lord  Sid- 
mouthy  and  Lord  Hobart  and  others  beep 
in  full  power  from  1801  to  1804?  Nay, 
as  if  no  pretence  of  this  sort  was  to  be 
sufiered  to  remain  for  an  instant ;  as  if  it 
had  beefi  resolved  to  take  measures  before- 
hand for  depriving  the  whole  of  the  OUTS 
of  every  means  of  defence,  on  this  head, 
the  whole  of  them,  without  a  single  ex- 
ception, voted  aw€n/ forty  thtmsand  pounds  of 
the  nations  money  to  pay  the  det)ts  qf'*  ike 
'' greax  man  tww  no  more**  and  that,  too, 
expressly  upon  the  ground  qfhispidflic  ser' 
vices .'  who,  then,  are  those  predecessors  ; 
what,  Mr.  Perry,  are  the  names  of  those 
ffredooessors,  whose  **  iniquity**  had  broueht 
the  debt « upon  us?  It  is  very  shameful 
to  attempt  thus  to  edge  out  of  the  blame. 
I  know  very  well  what  was  the  real  cause 
of  that  disgraceful  vote.  I  know  t/iat 
that  vote,  like  many  other  things,  was  the 
ef^t  of  the  coalition  with  the  Greuvilles 
and  the  Addingtons,  particularly  the 
ff>rmer ;  but,  that  is  nothing  to  the  public 
Hie  Whigs  received  ibe  price  of  their  com- 
promise; and,  the  nauon  is  not  now  to  be 
toid«  that  tie  dKedst^mmgwit^tkai  ( 
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promitf;  vfert  nine   qf  theirs, If  Mr. 

Perry  should  cliance  to  revive  this  niib^ect, 
I  be^  him  to  have  the  goodness  to  teil 
who  It  is  that  he  means^  when  he  is  speak- 
ing of  tlie  iniguiious  predecessors  qf  the  late 
ministry;  tor,  if  he  mean  to  say  that  it 
is  the  present  set,  ihen  I  beg  to  observe, 
that  that  set  was  in  power  only  about 
twenty  months  previous  to  the  coming  in  of 
the  OUTS  in  1806  ;  and,  when  they  were 
in  power,  the  "  great  statesman  now  no 
*<  more"  was  at  their  head ;  and,  then^ 
comes  the  feet,  that  the  OUTS  did,  by  a 
solemn  act,  unanimously  approve  of  his 
conduct,  and  marie  us  pay  his  debts  on 

account  of  his  public  st^rvices. Mr. 

Perry  calls  the  OUTS  (for  he  makes  no 
4liscrimination)  "  the  genuine  friends  of 
'*•  order,  acononiy,  and  rrfonn;*'  and  says 
they  are  vilified  by  the  Reformers,  '*  be- 
**  cause  they  will  not  depart  from  the 
**<  moderation  qf  their  ancestors  to  adopt  prin- 

''  ciples  which  are  uninteUigibie,"' This 

is  very  good  as  mere  assertion.  It  is  as 
good  as  any  other  unsupported  assertion^ 
at  any  rate;  and  will,  I  dare  say,  have 
full  as'much  weight.  The  use  of  the  word 
moderation  will  do  little,  good,  unless  it  be 
fir3t  showa>  that  the  Heformers  are  immo- 
derate in  their  wishes  apd  demands, 
which,  I  am  satisfied,  cannot  be  shown. 
These  ^*  genuine'*  friends  of  order  have 
proved  the  goodness  of  their  pretensions, 
perhaps^  by  blaming  the  ministers,  not  for 
sending  a  military  force,  an  army  to  take 
a  man  from  his  house,  but  for  not  sending 
that  army  sooner  ;  their  <'  genuine''  friend- 
ship for  tetxmomy  has  been  shown  in  a  thou- 
sand instances,  one  of  which  was  the  grant 
of  pensions  to  Mrs.  Fox  and  her  daugh- 
ters, in  which  act  decency  seems  to  have 
rival lt}d  oeconon^ ;  and,  as  to  their  **  ge- 
''  nuine''  love  of  rtform,  that  has  been  so 
very  clearly  evinced  in  the  stand,  the  im- 
mortal stand,  which  they  made  against 
^'pojmiar  encroachment/*  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Madockfr's  motion,  that  the  man  who 
can  doubt  of  their  desire  to  see  a  reform 
must  be  sceptical  indeed.  Upon  :hat  oc- 
casion it  was  dfieredto  be  proved  at  the 
bar  of  the  House,  that  Mr.  Pen*eval  and 
Lord  Castlereagb  and  Henry  Wetlesley 
had  bete  concerned  in  trafiickmg  for  a 
seat,  and  in  puiting  out  a  member  m^cause 
be  would  not  vote  as  they  wished  him,  in 
the  ca>e  of  the  Duke  o(  York.  A  motion 
was  made  for  an*  in4/uiry^  into  the  matter ; 
and  agimut  that  motion  the  OUTS  voted 
to  a  man.  They  '<  rallied  round  the^go- 
^  veromeiH/'  aad  heartily  joined  the  mi- 


nisters in  "  making  a  stand  against  pe/nUar 
**  encroachments,"  Yes,  to  call  for  an  in- 
quiry relative  to  the  selling  of  a  seat  and 
afurwards  putting  out  the  person  who 
had  bought  it,  because  he  would  not  vote 
as  he  was  commanded  :  this  did  they  call 
•'  poptdar  encroachment!"  Who,  then,  can 
be  bCitst  enough  to  doubt  that   they  are 

"  tbe  genuine  friends  of  Reform  f No, 

Mr,  Perry,  you  do  not  go  the  way  to  suc- 
ceed in  your  huidable  wishes.  You  wish, 
I  know  it  well,  that  the  OUTS  were  what 
you  describe  them  to  be  ;  you  have,  I  sin- 
cerely believe,  no  views  otbfer  than  that  of 
seeing  a  change  of  system,  calculated  to 
produce  permanent  national  happiness; 
but,  I  must  think,  that  vou  grossly  deceive 
yourself  in  supposing  that  such  a  change, 
or  any  thing  like  it,  would  be  produced  by 
a  mere  charge  qf  mmittty.  And,  it  does  ap« 
pear  to  me,  that  yoo,  by  attempting  iy> 
justify  the  OUTS;  by  attempting  to  set 
them  up  as  preferable  to  the  Reiormen, 
are  at  open  war  with  your  own  wishes; 
because  you  thereby  give  them  a  sort  of 
encouragement  to. proceed  in  their  pre- 
sent course,  and  you  may  be  assured, 
that,  while  they  to  proceed,  they  will 
never  again  be  in  power;  they  wilf  never 
J^ain  possess  either  power  qr  popularity* 
-^— in  your  paper  of  the  30tn  oif  April, 
you  have  some  observations,,  belonging  to 
this  same  subject,  which  ipust  not  pass 

unnoticed. "We  are  tokl  that  it  is  tbe 

'*  design  of  Ministers  to  appoint  the  Right 
*'  Honourable  Charles  Yorke^  to  a  Cabi- 
"  net  situation  of  high  aqd  important 
'<  ducies,  that  of  First  Lord  of  the  Admi^ 
^'  ralty;  and  that  his  commission  is  dated 
"  before  his  return  to  parliament  for  tbe 
"  borough  of  St.  Germain's;  so  that  th^ 
**  spirit  of  the  Law  of  Election  on  an  ap- 
"  poiiitment  to  oiBce  is  to  'be  evaded. 
"  This  coivtempt  qf  public  opinion  is  so  per- 
"  fectly  in  unison  with  tbe  whole  system, 
**  that  it  cannot  fail  to  make  a  due  im- 
*'  pression  on  every  thinking,  mind.  It  is 
''  an  unblushing  avowal  ol  the  doctrine 
"  which  it  is  th^  object  of  a  Jimlo  to  in* 
<'  culcate,  that  the  omly  sure  path  to  office 
<'  is  that  of  servile  Aubmi.^siion.  TYiw  ele^ 
"  vation  to  power  of  the  author  qf  the  via* 
"  letU  proceeding  whKh  has  eontulsed  the 
'*  kingdom,  will  be  matter  of  triumph  to 
"  the  party  who  so  obviously  prefer  the 
"  present  Ministers  to  their  opponents; 
*'  btcuuse  they  consider  than  as  men  calcU' 
**  UUtd  to  fn^  the  empire  to  con^uinon.  Ne 
•'  single  step  could  have  hetu  thought  of 
*'  mor^  likely  to  increase  tb^  uaiiond  dit» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


091] 


POLntCAL  ili&GiffVEH..^Middli9ex  Mceiitig. 


1'692 


*'  gost  than  this  appointment ;  the  sdemn 
^'  assurance  of  a  person  in  the  confidence- 
**  of  Ministers  could  alone  have  made  us 
**  give  credit  to  the  rumour."— So,  then, 
the  Reformers  are  here  asserted  to  pre- 
fer the  present  ministers  to  their  oppo- 
nents, and  why  ?  "  Because  they  (the 
''  Reformers)  consider  the  present  minis- 
*'  ters  05  men  calculated  to  bring  the  empire 
*'to  eojtfusum," This  is  very  charita- 
ble, Mr.  Perry.  Very  tharitable  and 
▼ery  modest  in  you  to  say,  without  any 
hesitation,  that  the  wish  of  Sir  Francis 
and  all  those  who  espouse  the  cause  of 
'Reform;  that  all  this  "paiiy,"  as  you  are 
pleased  to  call  them,  wish  to  see  the 
*♦  empire^  brought  to  confusion.  This  is 
tery  modest.  Why  not  call  us  all  Jaco- 
bins and  Levellers,  at  once  ?  Why  not 
•tirik  of  ia  JacdbinicaKlonspiracy  ?  "  You 
blame  Mr.  Yorke,  indeed  !  Atid^  for 
what  ?  What  has  Mr.  Yorke  said  more 
thanybu  are  now  saying?  He  calls  nil 
those  who  wish  for  Reform,  Jacobins  and 
Leoellers ;  and  you  say  they  want  to  see 
^he  "Emp'ne'*  brought,  toconfitsim.  Would 
it  be  too  much  to  say  atty  thmg,  however 

harsh,  to  you,  in  answer  to  this  ? But, 

now  let  us  see  what  it  is  you  are  doing : 
not  what  you  have  herctotore  done  ;  but 
what  you  are  actually  doing  at  this  time ; 
and  first,  in  order  to  have  more  matter 
before  us,  let  us  hear  your  lamentation 
«lpon  the  gazettinig  of  Mr.  Yorke.  "  Our 
*'  readers  will  see,  by  the  extract  from  the 
**  JGaaette,  that  the  appointment  we  an- 
^'  Bounced  has  actually  taken  place ; — 
-<•  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  great 
•f  and  important  office  of  First  Lord  of  the 
*'  Admiralty  is  entrusted  to  the  new  Teller 
*•  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Yorke.  It  is 
.-•'obvious  that  this  appointment  can  add 
*'  nothing  to  the  strength  of  Ministers ; 
*'  for  with  the  most  vWent,  indiscreet,  and 
*'  irritable  temper,  Mr.  Yorke  possesses 
"*'  no  talents  either  fetr  Council  or  Debate,  to 
^  entitle  him  to  any  qfficial  place  whatever.  It 
^'  is  painful  to  think  of  the  forlorn  and 
^*  desperate  state  qf  the  country,  when  a 
^*  minbter  can  with  impunity  insult  the  peo- 
^  pie  hy  such  a  choice.  This  honourable 
"  gentleman  shut  the  Gallery  of  the  House 
"  of  Commons  against  the  people.  He 
**  did  his  utmost  to  prevent  the  country 
^'  from  having  a  daily  account  of  the  pro- 
*'  oeedings  of  their  RepresenlatiTes.  He 
**  4;oinp}atned  of  Mr.  Galfe  Jones,  and  got 
««  him  sent  to  Newgate  without  a  l^ai  trial ; 
**  and  when  on  receioing  his  rcwa^  for  all 
'*thi»bya  siaecore,  whioli  ought  tth  be 


'<  abolished,  his  own  Constituents  displayed 
*'  the  in4ignantjeeling  which  Jilkd  the  lmn& 
•'  qfall  mmkind-^he  is  ch<j.«en  by  govem- 
"  mcnt  as  a  person  further  to  be  distin- 
"  gtrished  by  the  favour  of  the  crown  !'* 
^- — Well,  then,  let  us  see  what  you  have 

asserted  in  these  two  articles. That 

the  spirit  of  the  Law  of  Election  has  been 

evaded  by  Mr.  Yorke's  appointment ; ^ 

that  this  appointment  is  in  contempt  of 
public  opinion,  but  is  in  perfect  unison 
with  the  whole  of  th^  prevailing  system ; 

that  the  only  sure  path  to  office  now 

is  servile  submission; that  the  present 

ministers  are  men  calculated  to  bring  the 

empire  into  c<uifusion ; that  the  man 

now  appointed  to  have  the  supreme  con- 
troul  over  the  navy  of  this  kingdom,  and 
the  planning  of  all  its  operations,  h^s  no 
talents  to  qualify  him  for  any  office  what- 
erer; — '—that  the  minister's  making  such 
an  appointment  with  impunity  is  a  proof 

of  the  desperate  stale  of  the  country ; 

that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Yorke  i$  a 
reward  for  h\4  having  shut  the  gallery, 
and  haring  assailed  the  preSs  in  the  per- 
son of  Mr.  Gale  Jones ; and  that  for 

conduct,  which  filled  all  mankind  with 
indignation,  be  is  chosen  by  Ihe  govera- 
men*  as  a  person  further  to  be  distinguisli- 

cd  by  the  favour  of  the  Crown. ^This 

is  what'jfOM  say.  Now,  if  aU  this  be  true, 
and  if  the  Honourable  House  do  still 
cho^k^e  to  put  its  confidence  in  this  same 
ministry,  and  vote  our  millions  upon 
millions  of  taxes  into  thehr  hands,  yea 
should  observe,  that  the  fault  is  not  in  the 
ministry,  but  in  th*  Honourable  House ; 
the  fault  must  be  in  that,  be  it  what  it 
may,  that  supports  the  ministify,  that 
keeps  the  mifiistry  in  power.  Is  it  no^ 
then,  very  inconsistent  (to  specdc  id  the 
mildest  terms)  in  yen  to  speak  thus  of  the 
acts  of  the  ministry,  and>  in  tbe  very  tame 
breath,  to  speak  in  terms  so  harsh  of  those 
who  wish  to  see  the  Hotioarable  Houde 
reformed,  and  who  are  labotiring  to  that 
end  ?  You  did  not  ainswer,  nor  did  yon  at- 
tempt to  answer,  ray  fost  article  apon  this 
subject.  It  was  because  you  ccnstd  not. 
You  and  your  party  insure  the  conduct 
of  the  ministers;  You  assert  their  continu- 
ance in  office  to  be  fhiught  with  ruin,  with 
utter  destruction,  to  die  country;  You 
insist  that  the  putting  of  them  but  is  uba^ 
lutely  necessary  tiT  the  safety  of  the  co«iii- 
try :  but,  the  Hotiottrable  Ebuse  say,  that 
they  shall  'n6t  be  put  out.  Either,  therefore, 
what  you  assert  of  the  mtnisters  and  Cbeir 
m%aa^tMiinotjru$i  or  tkc  fn^  u  im  tke 
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Honourable  Howe;  and,  yet  yon  condemn 
m  i  You  impute  to  us  tbe  worst  of  motires, 
because  we  say  that  a  change  in  the  minis- 
try would  be  of  no  service  withotu  a  change 

in  die  House, ^This,  you  see,  is  the  point, 

to  which  I  always  bring  you  at  lasU  You, 
ever  and  anon,  bolt  out  and  scamper 
about ;  bu^  I  always  get  you  back  again 
into  this  comer,  and  when  I  have  you 
here  you  are  safe,  This  is  ihe  point: 
-either  what  you  and  your  part\'  say  of  the 
measures  of  tlie  mipisters  and  of  the  ten- 
dency of  those  measures  is  untrue,  or  the 
Honourable  Home  standi  in  need  qf  a  reform, 
1  wonder,  and  I  have  often  wonder- 
ed, how  your  (^riy  can  possibly  suppose, 
that,  while  the  court  is  what  it  now  is, 
they  should  get  into  power,  without  a  re- 
forin  ot  the  House.  Why  should  any  man 
but  themselves  wish  for  such  a  change  ? 
That  they  and  their  Ed'mbro'  feeloeofen 
(to  the  grand  teacher  of  whom,  Mr. 
btewart,  your  party  gave  a  sinecure)  should 
wish  for  a  change  that  would  put  pence 
in  their  pockets  is  very  natural ;  but,  what 
in  all  the  world  should  induce  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  to  wish  for  such  a  change  ? 
It  is  quite  beyond  my  comprehension, 
that  any  benefit  would  be  derived  from 
Ihe  taking  of  the  official  emoluments  out 
of  (he  hands  of  the  present  possessors,  and 

fiviikg  them  to  the  itluminati  of  Edinbro', 
know  of  few  things  more  galling  than  to 
be  coolly  told  by  those  feeiosofizlng  gentry, 
that  '(  after  all,  the  people  of  this  coun- 
"  try  enjoy  a  f^odigiom  tnass  ^  tonffort», 
"  mental  as  well  as  material."  We  want, 
our  plain,  welKknown,  legal  rights;  we 
mrant  to  possess,  without  disturbance,  our 
propf rty  aad  our  liberty  ;  ami  neither  un- 
derstand,  nor  want  to  understand,  any  of 
their  metaphysical  jargon.  We  see  them 
greedy  as  valtures  to  get  at  a  share  of  our 
taxes;  and,  my  rpal  opinion  is,  that,  if 
the  last  mtoistry  had  remained  fiY^  years 
in  place,  v^e  should  hare  Reen  hundreds  of 

these  feelosoliers  feeding  apon  us. ^In 

sh'irt.  It  \%the  system  that  is  in  fault.  It  is 
that  which  exposes  nn  to  tht!t  atr  well  as  to 
all  the  other  sorts  <rf  depredation ;  and,  it 
b  because  they  do  not  cordially  wish  for 
a  change  of  thid  system,  th^t  the  people 
dislike,  and  will  continue  to  dislike  the 

OUTS  as  much  as  they  do  the  IN*. 

Now,  as  to  the  question,  whether  the  peopk 
n  general  not  petitioning  for  a  reform  ought 
toUe  consithred  me  aproqftkat  the  people  in 
geaeral  do  not  wish  font  weh  rtform,  I  have 
not  room  here  to  enter  into  it;  but,  I 
emmat  belp  observing^  that,  when  a  tcoi  is 


to  be  imposed,  a  treaty  of  subsidy  made' 
or  a  war  to  be  entered  on,  there  is  no  one 
who  talks  uf  the  necessity  of  waku^to  hem- 

what  the  people  have  to  say, The  people, 

except  in  the  metropolis,  have  not  the 
means  of  getting  together  without  some  in^ 
convenience ;  but,  besides  this,  there  i»  the 
dreadful  chain  of  influence.  The  borough- 
mongei*  are  pretty  equally  distributed  all 
over  the  country,  and  every  creature  in 
authority  \s  chosen  by  the  system,  and  de- 
pends upon  the  system,  which  it  is  pro* 
posed  to  change.-^ More  upon  this  subject 
in  my  next ;  but,  it  must  be  clear  to  every 
man  of  common  discernment,  that  tlf^ 
mere  act  of  petitioning  is,  as  to  this  qttes^ 

tion,  nothing  at  all. ^^Mr.   Perry  says, 

in  another  part  of  his  paper,  that  nothing 
but  Reform  can  save  us  from  Bankruptcy 
and  Revolution  ;  but,  he  does  nor  say  jPar>- 
liamentary  Reform  ;  and,  as  to  Lord  SeU 
kirk's  reform,  or  any  o'  her  such  matter. 
It  will,  whenever  it  is  brought  forward,  be 

a  fine  subject  for  laughter. 1  never 

can  touch  upon  the  question  of  relbrm 
without  exhorting  its  friends  to  patience. 
Persevere  by  all  means  ;  but  be  not  in 
hu&te.  No  hurry.  The  thing  must  come ; 
and  nothing  but  ha^te  can  retard  its  arri^ 

val. We  showed  never  suffer  ourselves 

to  be  led  away  into  anger  by  such  things 
as  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Yorke.  All 
such  things  are  good.  They  work  for 
the  ultimate  happiness  of  the  kingdom. 
In  the  raeap  while,  those  valuable  mem^ 
bcrs  of  society,  the  paper-money  makers, 
are  at  work  in  every  hoie  and  comer  of 
the  country ;  and,  as  companions  to  their 
productions,  the  minister  sends  forth,  in 
ever-increasing  quantities,  his  taxing  pa- 
pers and  his  taxing  laws. Those  who 

apprehend  some  trick  to  be  played  ofiT 
for  the  purpose  of  reviving  the  alarms^ 
so  successful  in  the  times  of  the  "great 
"  statesman  now  no  more,"  do  not  ap- 
pear t6  hare  duly  considered  the  wide 
difference  in--  the  circumstances.  There 
is  no  longer  a  bloody  revoluti^m  going  on 
in  Franr e.  Ther^  Napoleon  has  become 
a*  fegutar  scTvereign  with  a  very  regular 
government,  and  has,  moreover,  taken  2^ 
wife  to  himself  of  the  regular  government 
kind.  In  short,  there  is  no  cheating  of 
any  t>ody  into  a  belief,  that  there  is  nom 
any  danger  from  Democratic  al  pirinciples. 
The  day  for  such  cozening  is  passed^ 
Th^  paper-money  and  the  taxes  are  what 
concern  us.  !/%^  will  not  be  staid  it$. 
their  orogress  ;  and  every  day  will  pro- 
dace  fresh  conviction,  that,  either  they 
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will  produce  the  most  calamitous  effects, 
or  a  Parliamentary  Reform  must  come 
and  set  boudds  to  them.  A  change  of 
the  system  does  not,  in  my  Tiew  of  things, 
depend  upon  any  body.  It  must,  in  my 
opinion,  come,  whether  it  be  wished  for 
or  not ;  the  only  difference  being,  that, 
adopted  as  an  act  of  preYention,  it  will  be 
much  better  than  if  adopted  in  the  way 
of  cure. 

\V«.  COBBETT. 
Botley,  Srd  May,  1810. 

Capt.  Foskett's  Petition  must  be  again 
.postponed. — The  murder  of  the  men  by 
the  Life-Guards  would  require  more  room 
to  notice  than  I  have  now  left. Res- 
pecting Robert  Jeffcry  there  are,  I  am  told, 
some  further  proofs  that  will  soon  come  to 
hand  ;  but,  in  the  meanwhile^  I  have 
every  room  to  believe,  that  the  neW'Coined 
story  about  his  being  at  Boston  is  totally 

false. In  my  next  I  hope  to  be  able 

to  lay  before  my  readers  a  Narrative  of 
Mr.  OTonnor,  who  has  been  so  in- 
famously calumniated  .  in  the  hireling 
prints.  The^  pubhc,  when  they  read  that 
Karrative,  will,  I  am  certain,  join  me  in 
execratioff  those  who  have  so  basely  ca- 
lumniatecT that  gentleman.  This  is  a  case, 
which  I  hope  ev«ry  Englishman  will  make 
his_  own For  the  motivts  of  the  ca- 
lumny, on  Mr.  O'Connor  my  motto  will 
speak.  The  words  of  that  motto  should 
be  constantly  before  the  public.  It  is  the 
last  resort  of  political  villainy,  of  public 
robbery,  to  calumniate  their  accusers; 
to  endeavour  to  destroy  the  reputation  of 
those,  who  have  the  courage  to  assail  them 


THE  WHIGS  GRUMBLING. 

Sir  ; — If  the  following  quotation  from 
^e  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  2Sth  in-: 
stant»  with  the  few  remarks  which  I  have 
lo  offer  upon  it,  be  not  worthy  of  their 
room  in  the  Political  Register,  they  may 
suggest  to  you  remarks  which  otherwise 
migtit  escape  your  attention.  Mr.  Perry 
complains  that  "  the  Whigs  were  con- 
*'  demned"  at  the  last  Hackney  Meeting, 
♦'  for  the  measuro  of  increasing  the  pro- 
'*  perty  tax,  or,  in  other  words,  they  were 
''  accused  of  jpaying  the  debts  which  the 
*»  iniquity  of  their  predecessors  had 
•*  brought  upon  us,  instead,  we  suppose, 
*'  of  declaring  the  nation  insolvent  We 
"  wish  Mr.  Hare  Townsend  had  spoken 
••out  more  clearly,  and  had  fairly  said 
<*  what  proceedings  his  party  would  have 


*'  recommended  under  the  engagements 
**  which  the  calamities  of  the  system  that 
^*  they   found    established    had    brou^^ht 
**  upon  the  nation.     Would  his  party  hiave 
"  advised  them  to  stop  payment?  Fur  cer- 
"  tainly  by  no  other  means  could  ihey  have 
"  avoided  laying  burdens  on  the  people  to 
''the  full   amount  of  the  increase   they 
"  have  made.     There  is  something  so  un- 
"  candid,  so  unjust,  and  so  unlike  men  of 
"  business  in  this  mode  of  attack,  that  it 
"  fails  of  making  any  impression  on  the 
''  mosi   illiterate    minds — and  if  it  were 
"  really  to  be  considered  as  the  sentiments 
''  of  the   party  would  utterly  disqualify 
"them   for. all   truat.      It  is  a  principle 
*'  which  goes  to  tlie  demolition  of  all  go- 
"  vernment  and  the   total   overthrow  of 
"  all  the  frame  of  society.'*     So  without 
doubling   the  property   tax,   the   Whigs 
could  not  pay  the  debt  which  the  iniquity 
of  their  predecessors  had   brought  upon 
us,  or,  in  other  words,  they  must  have  de- 
clared the  nation  in0olvtent  if  they  did  not 
double  the  property  tax.     With  respect 
to  a  declaration  of  insolvency  there  is  iK>t 
a  case,  perhaps,  in  which  that  does  not 
become  of  two  evils  the  least  when  a  con- 
fession of  it  has  already  taken  place;  as 
it  has  done  in  the  present  case  ever  since 
the  Bank  confessed  its  inability  to  pay  in 
cash.    And  therefore  it  devolves  upon  the 
Whigs  to  shew  the  exception  to  the  ge- 
neral-rule, as  it  applies  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  national  debt     The  Wbigs, 
as  the  first  parenu  of  the  national  debt, 
have  lately  appeared  very  anxious  to  have 
it  understood  that  they  ,are  determmed,  in 
place  as  well  as  out  of  it,  to  keep  the  ^th 
of  the  nation  invj^ated  with  its  creditors  ; 
but  how?    Just  as  it  has  been  kept  by 
their  predecessors.    How  has  that  been  } 
When  the  national  debt  was  instituted  a 
pound  sterling  of  its  interest  would  por* 
chdise  80  quartern  loaves  to  the  national  cre^ 
ditors,and  now  it  will  only  yield  15.  And 
will  yield  less  and  less  wliile  paper  oonti* 
nuei  to  be  the  medium  in  which  the  imerw 
est  of  the  debt  is  paid.    This  it  the  way 
in  whif^  the  Whigs  will  keep  faith  with 
the  nation,  and  is  not  the  nation  obliged  lo 
them  for  it?  But  could  they  not,  without 
declaring  the  nation  insolvent,  stop  the 
payment  of  the  army  that  was  to  recon* 
quer  Hanover  or  carry  on  eternal  war  ? 
Could  they  not  have  avoided  the  creatioa 
of  the  numerous  places  and  pensioiia  thai 
they  have  conferred  upon  theit  friends,  and 
stop  the  payment  of  the  sinecures  th«t  are 
enjoyed  by  their  enemies  ?  '<  1  wish  Mr» 
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«  Perry  liad  tpok«i  oot  more  clearly. 
"  In  bit  obscvritv^  there  is  something  90 
"  uncandid,  so  unjuti,  and  so  unlike  a  man 
"  of  bosiness,  that  it  fails  of  making  any 
"  impressioo  on  the  most  illiterute  minds, 
**  and  if  it  were  really  to  be  considered 
''as  the -sentiments  of  the  Whigs  would 
"  utterly  dis<)uaiify  them  for  all  trust. 
"  It  is  the  principle  which  goes  to  the  de- 
"  molition  of  all  ffovernment,  and  the  total 
"oTfrthrow  of  all  the  frame  of  society.'' 

A  BURDETTER. 


LORD  ERSKINE'S  LETTER. 

The  following  is  the  Letter  addressed  by 
Lord  Erskike  to  R.  B.  Sheridan,  Esq. 
at  the  time  of  the  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  subject  of 
the  Resolution  of  the  Bench  of  Lin- 
col  n's-Inn  against  the  Press. 

Dear  Sheridan  ; — From  something  that 
has  been  stated  to  have  fallen  from  my 
friend,  Anstruther,  upon  your  motion  on 
Friday,  the  public  (and  naturally  enough) 
ar€(  up  in  arms  against  me — I  am  sure  he 
did  not  intend  to  hurt  or  injure  me,  as,  we 
have  always  lived  on  terms  of  iutimacy 
and  frienoship.  I  could  have  prevented 
that  misapprehension  h^  I  foreseen  it,  by 
authorising  you  to  state  in  the  House  of 
Commons  what  had  passed  between  us  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Resolution ;  but,  I  aslced 
your  confidence,  to  avoid  even  the  appear-, 
anqe  of  acting  inviijiously  towards  friends 
in  the  profession,  with  whom  I  have  spent 
the  greatest  part  of  my  life,  and  to  whom  I 
am  sincerely  attached;  but,  as  things 
have  turned  out,  I  cannot  do  justice  either 
to  them  or  to  myself,  more  efifectoally,  than 
by  stating  the  facts  regarding  this  proceed- 
ing eii^actW  as  they  stand.— I  went  to 
Lincolii's  Inn  on  the  3d  of  February,  two 
years  ago,  not  with  the  view  qi  consider- 
mg  any  public  business,  but  to  dine  at  the 
Bench  with  my  old  friends  ^d  compa- 
ttiqns  at  the  mr.  It  happened  on  that 
day  when  the  Benchera  were  drinking 
their  wine  alter  dinner,  in  their  own  apart- 
jneot,  that  a  report  of  several  Proponttons 
sras  brought  up.  to  them  firom  Gentlemen 
of  the  Bar«  assembled  in  the  Hall,  one  of 
them,  ^  appears  by  the  Minutes  of  the 
Society),  being  the  Resolution  in  question 
— -what  passed  in  conversation  on  the  sub- 
iect  1  do  not  remember,  my  attention 
had  never  been  caUed  to  it,  and  coming  as 
it  did  frpna  the  Bar,  it  is  extremely  likely, 
siDce.  00  decisien  was  to  be  come  to  upon 


the  subfect,  that  I  might  not  have  opposed 
any  view  that  the  other  Benchers  were 
disposed  in  such  conversation  to  consider 
it,  and  the  rather,  because  I  had  and  have, 
tbe^  highest  opinion  of  and  the  greatest  , 
confidence  in  the  learning  and  in tegri'ty 
of  those  who  were  present,  more  accus- 
tomed than  myself,  since  I  left  the  Ba^  to 
attend  to  the  concerns  and  duties  of  the 
Society.  An  answer  was  sent  to  the  Bar, 
that  the  Bench  would  take  into  its  consi- 
deration the  suggestions  of  their  report, 
which  contained  several  different  subjects, 
for  its  future  deliberation. — According  to 
the  usual  forms  of  the  society  my  name 
appears,  as  of  course,  to  that  answer,  and 
stands  first,  from  the  courtesy  of  the 
Bench  to  rank  or  seniority  ;  but  it  is  most 
evident  that  no  sanction  was  given  to  the 
Proposition  by  this  proceeding.  We  were 
sittingover  our  wine  and  sending  an  answer 
of  respect  to  the  Bar.  From  that  time  for* 
ward  I  never  heard  more  upon  the  sub- 
ject, having  removed  to  a  distant  part  of 
the  town,  until  I  heard  not  long  ago  that 
the  Resolution  in  question  had  been  adopt-^ 
ed  and  confirmed  in  the  May  folio wijng  the 
February,  when  I  had  dined  in  the  HalL 
I  heard  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  con- 
sidered by  miiny  to  be  objectionable.— «« 
What  part  I  should  have  taken,  had  1  at-t  . 
tended  with  the  Benchers  wh(^  adopted  it,^ 
it  is  impossible  forme  to  say ;  whether  the  . 
objections  which  now  most  forcibly  pre^^ 
sent  themselves  to  my  mind  upon  the  sub^ 
ject  of  the  Resolution,,  would  then  have 
occurred  to .  me,  since  they  do  not  ap- 
pear to  have  occurred  to  others  or  how 
far,  if  they  had  occurred,  they  might 
have  yielded  in  decision,  from  confidenca 
in  the  judgment  of  my  friends  present,  I 
will  not  even  venture*  to  coi\iecture,  be- 
cause it  would  he  invidious  towards 
men  whom  I  highly  respect  for  their  ta* 
lents  and  honour,  and  would  besides  be 
arrogating  to  myself,  without  any  certain 
foundation,  that  I  should  have  been  wiser 
upon  this  stibiect  than  those  whom  I  havcf  . 
always  considered;  and  still  consider  to  be 
my  equals. — Be  this  however  as  it  may,  J 
can  never  be  taken  in  my  absence  to  have 
been  concurring  in  a  decision  of  such  im- 
portance, when  I  had  no  opportunity  of 
exercisfing  a  deliberate  judgment  upon  a 
matter  that  was  to  afi^t  the  interest  of 
others.  But  this  I  can  firmly  say  for  my- 
selfy  that  if  I  had  b^en .  present  when  tha  . 
Resolution  in  question  was  adopted,  and 
had  concurred  with  those  who  adoptiKl  i^ 
I  should  not  the  (ess  on  th^t  ^MH^09Qt  (with 
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the  opinions  1  entertain  at  present)  hare 
hesitated  to  propose  that  it  should  be  re- 
scinded. I  have  always  eonsidei*ed  the 
retractation  of  errors  in  public  men«  acting 
sincerely,  but  without  due  consideration,  to 
be  not  only  no  humiliation,  but  the  highest 
and  most  grateful  illustration  of  talents 
and  virtue ;  yet  in  nothing  is  the  world 
more  perpetually  suffering,  than  from  the 
general  blindness  of  mankind  to  this  ob- 
vious truth.  We  see  not  merely  indivi- 
duals exposed  to  the  greatest  calamities, 
but  even  nations  undone  and  ruined,  to 
cover  a  mistake  in  the  most  difficult  and 
complicated  policy  of  a  State. 

I  may  appeal  safely  to  you,  my  dear 
Sheridan,  for  the  sincerity  of  this  remark, 
because  you  know  that  though  I  vras  not 
a  party  to  the  Resolution,  I  communi- 
cated to  you  in  confidence  my  determina- 
tion to  move  for  its  repeal,  and  expressed 
an  opinion,  that  the  Benchers  would  recon- 
sider and  rescind  it  on  the  principle  ad- 
verted to.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  bless- 
ings attendant  upon  our  own  free  govern - 
nrent  that  we  are  instructed  in  oin*  duties, 
and  corrected  in  our  errors  by  public  opi- 
nion, and  they  who  refuse  to  be  so  in- 
structed and  corrected,  are  unworthy  of 
the  most  insignificant  trusts. — The  Inns  of 
Court,  without  any  incorporation  or  clear- 
ly defined  jurisdiction,  have  preserved  fbr 
a  long  season  the  character  of  the  English 
Bar,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  will 
continue  to  preserve  their  immemorial  re- 
putation.—You  will  not  wonder  that  I  am 
very  anxious  upon  this  subject ;  you  know 
my  subscription  to  the  Freedom  of  the 
Press,  and  in  very  critical  times  to  other 
branches  of  public  liberty. — You  have 
of^  done  me  more  than  justice  by  elo- 
quence, which  though  not  requiring  the 
warmth  proceeding  from  pardal  re^j^ard 
and  opinion,  has  always  been  io  remark- 
able when  I '  have  been  the  subject. — I 
mean  to  call  upon  my  friend  Anstnither 
to-morrow  morning,  who,  I  am  quite  sure, 
wHl  be  ready  to  do  me  justice.  Your's, 
most  faithfully,  '  Ebskinb. 

Saturday  n^ht, 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Marriage  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
WITH  THE  AacainuGHEss  Maria  Louisa. 
— (Contimedfromp.  672o 
..-. The  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  the  Ceremonies  will  make  a  bow  to 
their  M«|erties,  and  inform  them  Chat  the 
cevemcny  tf  completed.^^Thetr  Majestic^ 


will  theA  return  to  the  apartment  of  tHe 
impress  in  the  following  ord^^— The 
Vergers,  Heralds  at  Arms,  and  Pages,  will 
place  themselves  in  rank  in  the  Saloon  of 
Mars  to  form  the  advance  of  the  proces* 
•ion.  The  Officers  and  Grand  Officers 
preceding  their  Majesties  will  advance 
from  right  and  left'  to  take  their  places  m 
the  procession.  The  Grand  Dignitaries 
and  the  Princes  and  Princesses  of  the 
-Blood  will  next  advance. — Then  the  Em- 
peror and  Empress,  followed  by  the  Co- 
lonel-General ef  the  Guard,  the  Grand 
Marshal  of  the  Palace,  and  the  Grand 
Almoner,  the  Knight  of  Honour,  the  First 
Equerry,  the  two  Maids  of  Honour,  and 
the  Robing  Woman.— Thei  Princesses  will 
follow^and  the  processic^  will  close  with 
the  Ladies  of  the  Palace,  the  Maids  of 
Honour  to  the  Princesses,,  and  the  offi- 
cers in  the  service  of  the  Princes  and  Prin- 
cesses.— The  procession  will  reconduct 
their  Majesties  to  the  apartment  of  the 
Empress,  and  then'  retire.  Upon  this  oc- 
casion the  Empress  will  be  in  full  court 
dress,  and  wear  a  crown  set  with  dia- 
monds.—-At  two  o'clock  the  ceremony  of 
the  civil  marriage  will  be  announcedf  by 
discharges  of  artillery  fired  at  St.  Cload> 
and  repeated  in  Paris  at  the  Hospital  <k 
the  Invalids. — After  dinner  their  Mages- 
ties  will  repair  to  the  family  drawing- 
room.  The  retinue  to  accompany  them  to 
the  theatre  will  assemble  in  the  adjoining 
chambers.  Their  Majesties,  in  going  to 
the  theatre,  will  pass  through  the  grand 
apartments  of  the  Orangery /and  arrive  at 
the  Imperial  Box.  The  Orangery  will 
be  illuminated. — ^The  persons  invited  to 
the  ceremony  will  also  he  invited  to  the 
theatre.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  pfer- 
formance,  the  Emperor  will  reconduct  the 
Empress  ta  her  apartment.  When  the 
Emperor  retires,  the  Empress  will  accom- 
pany him  to  hei^  outer  saloon.  There 
will  be  a  general  illumination  at  SL 
Cloud,  and  the  vrater- works  will  play. 

April  3  and  4. — The  Civil  Marriage  of 
their  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesties  wert 
celebrated  on  Sunday,  at  the  pahice  of 
St.  Cloud,  at  two  o'clock,  conformably  to 
the  profirramme.  In  the  evening  every 
part  of  the  park  was  filled  with  an  im- 
mense concourse  of  specrators,  that  flocked 
from  Paris'  and  the  neighbouring  com- 
munes, to  enjoy  the  magnifii  ent  and  en- 
tirely new  spectacle  presented  by  the  il- 
luminating of  that  heautitul  garden.  The 
illusion  was  singularly  augmented  by  the 
playing  of  the  water,  which  rising  above 
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tbe  illamiiiations,  doubled  tlieir  «ffiect  by 
reilecHon.  A  most  surprisinj^  circum- 
stance 18^  that  at  Su  Cloud  the  weather 
was  pretty  fair,  at  the  same  lime  that  in 
Paris  the  streets  were  ioundaied  with  an 
incessant  torrent  of  rain.  Fe:u»  were  al- 
ready entertaiaod  with  regard  to  the  fes- 
ti?lty  of  the  esauing  day;  and  we  bad 
begun  to  laroeot  tbe  loss  of  so  many  pre- 
parations made  in  the  capital  to  celebrate 
tbe  most  august  of  ceremonies,  and  tbe 
most  memorable  of  events.  The  star  of 
the  Emperor  once  more  prevailed  over 
tbe  equinoctial  gales.  At  the  moment 
when  the  cannon  announced  the  depar- 
ture of  his  majesty,  the  sun  dispersed  the 
clouds ;  and  nothing  was  wanting  to  the 
splendour  of  the  most  delightful  fete  that 
we  have  ever  beheld. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Emperor  and  Em- 
press at  the  avenue  of  Neuilly,  the  drums 
began  to  beat,  the  bands  of  music  struck 
up,  tbe  cannoa  fired,  &c.  Their  Majes- 
ties stopped  about  ten  minutes  under  the 
triumphal  arch  at  L'EtoUe,  where  they 
were  compfimented  by  the  magistrates  of 
Paris. 

.  The  Emperor  and  Empress  reached  the 
Thuiileries  at  two  oVlock  amidst  tbe  same 
acclamations. 

Th^  ceremony  of  the  chapel  having 
lasted  nearly  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
was  succeeded  by  a  repetition  of  the  same 
acclamations  and^thesame  tokens  of  respect 
and  attachment.  Their  Majesties  re- 
turned to  the  Thuill cries  before  four 
o'clock,  r    ' 

It  took  much  less  time  than  might  be 
conceived  to  clear  the  gallery,  by  two 
staircases  only,  of  that  multitude  of  spec- 
tators. The  order  established  below^  and 
the  judicious  regulations  observed  on  the 
arrival  of  the  carriages,  facilitated  their 
departures.  This  part  of  the  fete  was  no- 
wise inferior  to  the  rest  in  beauty  and  at^- 
traction. 

It  is  also  impossible,  except  for  those 
who  saw  them,  to  form  an  adequate  con- 
ception of  the  richness  and  elegance  of 
the  illunaijaations.  Never  was  so  magnifi- 
cent a  spectacle  .exhibited  to  the  public. 
The  palace  and  garden  of  the  Thuille- 
ries,  the  triumphal  arch  erected  at  Pont 
Toumant,  Place  de  la  Concorde,  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Legislative  Body,  "Le  Garde 
Meahle,  and  the  Temple  of  Glory,  formed 
an  enchanting  toute-ensembk,  which  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  describe,  because 
there  is  nothing  with  which  to  compare 
it. 


France. — Legislative  Body — ^Vmg  qf 
tJif2UtqfApnl,lSlO. 

At  four  o'clock,  M.  Count  Rcgnault  de 
Saint  Jean  D'An^ely  momited  the  Tri- 
bone  to  comoMinicate  a  Decree  of  His 
Majesty,  importing  that  the  business  for 
which  the  Legislative  Body  had  been 
convened,  being  terminated,  the  closing 
of  the  Session  of  1810  should  take  place 
this  day,  the  21st  of  April. 

Count  Kegnault  then  pronounced  the 
following  Speech : 

"  Gentlemen— The  labours  of  your  doa- 
ble Session,  ttie  events  which  have  pre- 
ceded and  accompanied  it,  will  leave 
to  the  nation*  great  recollections  and  high ' 
hopes.  The  civil  and  financial  legisla- 
tion ha9,  during  ten  years,  advanced  by 
an  uninterrupted  progress  towards  per- 
fecting the  principles  and  completing  the 
system  of  the  former,  and  alleviating  the 
weight  of  the*  contributions  imposed  by 
the  latter,*— The  internal  organization  is 
ameliorated  :  industry  has  followed  in  the' 
course  of  former  success.  Tbe  plans  for 
all  the  great  public  labours,  and  the 
means  for  their  execution,  have  been  de- 
creed—- great  political  riews  have  ex- 
tended, with  wisdom  aiid  moderation,  and 
always  with  advantage,  the  limits  of 
the  Empire. — ^I'he  continental  peace, 
which  be^M  rested  only  on  treaties,  • 
and  tbe  perpetuity  of  the  dynasty, 
which  had  for  its  foundation  only  the 
genius  of  a  hero  and  the  power  of  a  great 
xiation,  have  now  for  their  basis  a  prospe- 
rous, holy,  august, and  eternal  alliance.— 
Such,  Gentlemen,  is  the  picture  which 
you  have  to  exhibit  to  the  inhabitants  of 
your  provinces,  and  of  which  I  have  only 
torecal  to  your  memory  the  principal 
features  ;  your  hearts  guarantee  its  fidelity. 
[The  Counsellor  of  State  then  proceeded 
to  enumerate  the  laws  passed  during  the 
Session,  and  took  a  view  of  the  interior 
administration  of  the  empire.  Passing 
Bext  to  the  state  of  the  Foreign  Relations 
of  France,  he  expressed  bimself'thus :— ] 
You  have  witnessed,  Genttemen,  the  Se» 
naius  Contukum  which  unites  to  the  French 
Empire  the  city  of  Rome,  the  ancient  pa- 
trimony of  theCsBsarsand  of  Charlemagne. 
This  Act  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  Empire, 
indicated  by  history,  counselled  by  policy, 
and  decreed  by  genius,  joins  parts  of  the 
Western  Empire  which  have  long  been 
separated,  and  establishes  an  alliance 
between  the  Tiber  and  the  Seine,  between- 
[  Paris  and  Rome.     Finally,  this  Act,  re- 
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specting  the  authority,  always  sacred,  of 
the  'Churdh,  and  preparing  the  true  glory 
of  religion,  secures  the  independence  of 
Thrones  and  the  respect  of  Sovereigns. — 
A  new  department  wit!  be  formed,  under 
the  name  oi  the  DepetftemaU  da  Bcmcktt 
du'Rkin,  and  the  remainder  of  the  ceded 
territory  will  be  unifced  tn  ihe  Department 
of  the  Ikux  Nethes,  whii  h  will  thuA  be 
rendered  one  of  the  mo^t  .considerable, 
mosf  important  hnd  most  wealthy  of  the 
Empire.  Meanwhile^  the  Confedemtion 
of  the  Rhine  has  its  oonsideraiion  increas- 
ed, its  power  confirmed,  and  the  tieK 
which  unite  its  Members  drawn  closer. — 
If  the  war  stilj  growl  in  those  regions;  the 
pernicious  poi^fefrof  reaching  which  the 
;^glish  y€fe  retain,  it  i^  either  at  such  a 
distance  on  ihie.  frontiers  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  that  Europe  cannot  long  suflTer 
from  it,  and  Asia  alone  is  menaced  (un- 
)en  ttie  Divan  return  to  better  principles) 
-—or  for  but  a  short  period  beyond  the 
Pyrenees,  until  the  ports  of  Spaia  shall  be 
opened  to  our  arms,  and  closed  to  Eng- 
land. From  that  momept  the  peace  of 
Europe  may  be  regarded  as  secured  by 
the  sanctity  of  treaties,  the  extent  of 
power,  the  conformity  of  interests,  and 
the  superiority  of  genius.--^ You  have 
seen  an  august  Messenger  of  Peace,  a 
ffK^'ed  pledge  of  eternal  alliance,  arrive 
in  the  heart  of  France,  whic^  has  thete- 
,  by  been  intoxicated  with  joy,  and  tran- 
aponed  with  love.  It  has  been  your 
destiny  to  t>e  witnessed  of  the  solemn 
hoods  which  will  for  ever  nioite  Napo- 
leoh  and  Maria  Louisa,  and  hate  at  the 
same  time  united  the  interests  of  France 
aind  the  interests  of  Austria^  for  the  hap- 
l^iness  of  the  two  nations,  ami  the  tran- 
<|aillity  of  the  world.  All  the  allied  na- 
tions bless  an  event  which  completes  the 
establishment  of  their  povt^er,  and  cements 
the  ties  which  unite  '  them.  Enlightened 
police,  and  consoled  humanity,  give  it 
equal  applause ;  the  reason  of  Europe 
sanctions  it,  but  it  belongs  in  particu- 
lar to  France  to  feel  all  its  value.'' 

Count  Regnault  havhig  concluded,  the 
most  animated  applause  eniued.*— The 
President  then  spoke  as  follows  : — "  Gen- 
tlemen Orators  of  (be  Council  of  State, 


the  proof  ^>f  his  satisfaction,  which  h»  Ma- 
jesty h»s  been  pleased  tojgive  to  the  Le« 
pslatfve  Body,  would  be  albne  soffieient 
to  terminate  gloriously  a  sewien  alfendy 
so  strongly  recommended  by  the  nature  of 
our  labours^  by  the  sentiments  expressed 
in  it,  and  by  the  happy  event  of  which  we 
have  Atlt  the  goodness  and  the  glory.—* 
If  the  Penal  Code  has  imposed  upon  us  a 
vigorous  Ministry,  laws  full  of  humanity 
and  of  wisdom  have  softened  this  pain  Ail 
duty.-.-'^lupport  has  been  seoat^  to  our 
ientplf  s,  and  that  Holy  Ministry,  the  source 
of  all  morality  and  virtue.  Wiiie  mea- 
sures have  been  adopted  for  the  mainte- 
nance  of  hospitals.  The  state  of  a  great 
number  of  communes  has  been  amel  id- 
rated. — ^The  city  of  Paris  has  cbnceired 
projects  worthy  of  its.  high  desthiies,  and 
has  received  the  raieans  of  executin^^ 
them.  Thjc  exploring  of  mines  has  been 
encouraged.  We  see  rerived  an  industry 
too  much  neglected  among  us,  and  of  which 
our  late  misfortunes  have  made  us  feel 
ail  the  value. — The  financt^  of  the  em- 
pire, far  from  requiring  new  sacrifices, 
have  only  presented  wise  and  useful  mo- 
difications, with  the  hope  of  seeing  them 
still  further  ameliorated.— Finally,  a  law 
of  the  greatest  interest,  and  which  miy 
be  termed  the  completion  of  the  Jod^ 
cial  Order,  has  been  adopted. — The  Ma- 

fistracy  is  going  to  resume  that  ancient 
ignity,  the  First  Magistracy  of  the  Laws, 
ajust  independence  will  defend  it  from  the 
excess  of  powers.  Such  have  boen  the 
works  of  this  Session.— But  what  interest 
has  beefi  spread  upon  our  labours  ?  These 
new  pledges  of  peace,  these  glorious  nop* 
tials,  and  their  happy  presages;  what 
long  years  of  happiness  and  repose  are 
presented  to  our  hopes.  May  they  mnl- 
tiply  and  render  their  authors  as  dear  to 
Europe  as  they  are  to  this  Empire.  May 
this  alliance,  formed  for  the  happiness  of 
so  many  nations,  embellish  the  destinies 
of  these  Consorts,  and  crown  the  expecta- 
tions which  we  love  to  entertain.— The 
President  having  concluded  his   speech, 

the  meeting  renewed  its  applause. ^Tbe 

President  then  declared  the  Session  ter- 
minated, and  the  Legislative  Body  sepa- 
rated accordingly. 


^■*y#t^ty 
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**  Encampments  of  Troops  are  to  be  formed  in  the  Ticinity  of  London.  The  ground  is  said  to  be 
"  marked  ont  at  different  pohits,  so  as  to  draw  a  complete  cordon  roond  the  Metropolis.  For  what 
"  purpose  this  most  unseemly  spectitcle  is  to  be  exhibitad  we  koow  npt."-^->Moitciiie  CaaoNiCLS, 
1th  May,  1810.  .  ^ 

"  Westminster-Hatl  instantly  rang  «itli  l«id  acclaaiations  which  Were  communicated  to  the  whole 
**  extent  of  the  City.  They  even  reached  the  camp  at  Hounstow,  where  the  k'mg  was  at  dinner  in  Lord 
**  Feversham's  tent.  His  Majesty  demanded  the  caiise  of  those  rejoicings,  and  being  informed  that  it 
•f  was  nothing  but  the  soldiers  shouting  at  the  delitery  of  the  bishop?,  *  Call  you  that  nothing  V  cried 
*•  he,  '  but  so  much  the  worse  for  them.*  " History  op  England,  Jambs  H.  16S8. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Privilege  o*'  pARUAMtNT.— -Since 
lily  fast  Number  was  published  a  very  in- 
teresting debate  has  taken  place  in  the 
House  (if  Lards,  upoo  the  subject  6f  Prtvi- 
viicge,  and  also,  incidentally  as  it  were, 
upon  the  equally  interesting  subject  of 
Facliaiiiaitary  Uc/brm.—^— As  to  the  for- 
mer, my  lord  Grey,  in  making  a  motion 
f9r  summoning  the  Lords  to  the  drscussion 
oif  a  proposition  for  an  Address  to  the  king, 
i)pon  the  present  state  of  public  affairs, 
deprecated  the  '{ toiid"  notions  now  afloat 
i^plsctiog  the  privileges  of  the  other 
HoQse;  and  my  lord  Grenville,  in  terms 
lomewhat  stronger,  did  the  .same.  The 
mm  and  substance  of  what  their  lordships 
mid  was  this :-— that "  the  deluded  people," 
who  iiow  clamoured  against  "  the  use  of 
"  the  privileges  in  ques  ioD,  did  not  per- 
*'ceive  tbut  those  privileges  were  abso- 
"  lutely  necessary  to  the  iafety  of  the  people 
*'  themselves  ;    for,  that,  without  ihem,  the 

*•  other  House  could  not  exist." Now, 

what  is  the  privilege  that  is,  'at  this  mo- 
ment, f'ontended  against  ?  Why,  it  is  the 
POVTER  ^  sending  to  jail  any   person 

WHOM  THE  HOUSE  PLEASES  TO  SEND   TO 

J'AIL,  and  qf  keeping  the  said  person  in  jail, 
dkring  the  House's  pleasure,  without  there 
keing  am/ oath  made  against  such  person,  and 
vritkout  any  warrant  ynder  the  hand  cf  a 

»vorn  magistrate. Are-  we  *'  deluded'' 

because  we  dislike  the  existence  of  such  a 
power  as  this?  If  we  ar^,  we  have  been 
"  deluded"  by  Magna  Charta,  the  Bill  qf 
lUghts,  and  by  all  the  renowned  eicposi- 
tors  of  our  ancient  and  wise  and  righte- 
ous and,  I  had  almost  said,  holy  laws.' 
And,  waving  the  manner  in  which  the  other 
house  it  formed;  saying  nothing  about  that 
here ;  supposing  my  lord  Grey's  former 
comphnntt  against  tht  composition  of  that 
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Honse  to  have  been  groori^tes,  and  that 
the  HoOse  is,  what  it*  ^^rbjifaid  to  be, 
a  representation  of  the  pcojfkj  sujjposing  . 
this  to  be  the  case,  how  docs  it  appeal^ 
and  how  can  it  be  made  appear,  that  a 
poWer,  such  as  is  above-described,  is  Tie- 

cessdry  to  tfte  existence  of  the  House  ? My 

Lor'd  Ersk4ne's  most  admirable  answer 
to  the  other  two*  noblemen,  I  shall  pre- 
sently insert,  because  no  account  of  it  can 
do.it  justice;  but,  I  must  here  press  the 
question  just  put/  How  can  such  a  power, 
a  power  to  imprison  the  king's  suhjects  AT 
THEIR  PLEASURE ;  how  can  this  power 
be  shown  to  be  necessary  to  the  iicuse's 

existence  ? ^No  attempt  has  brcn  made 

to  prove  the  truth  of  the  proposition  ;  or, 
at  least,  I  ha\^e  seen  no  sudi  attempt.  Does 
the  HcJuse  stand  in  need  o^  greater  powers 
than  the  khg  possesses  ?  The  king  can  com- 
mit no  person  at  his  pleasnrc*  The  king 
has  no  other  power  of  self-protection  than 
that  which  the  courts  t)f  law  afford  him. 
If  the  king  be  libelled,  he  must  send  h\% 
complaint  before  a  Judge  and  a  Jury, 
and  no  imprisonment  can  take  place  for 
the  crime,  and  no  punishment  of  any  sort, 
until  a  Jury  have  round  the  party  guilty. 
And  so,  says  Magna  Charta  and  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  that  no  man  shall  he  ifnprisoned  or 
otherwise  punished  but  by  judgment  qf  his ' 

peers. 'If,  then,  the  king  stands  in  no 

need  of  such  extraordinary  power  ;  if  the 
law  has  allowed  him  no  such  latitude  of 
authority ;  artd  if  he  exists  safely  without 
any  such  power,  why  should  such  power  be 
neccfesary  to  cither  of  the  other  brandfi^s' 

of  the  legislature  ? 1  should  like  to 

have  an  answer  to  this  question;  and, 
untiF  I  have  It,  I  shall  not  think  myself  a 
"  Eluded"  man,  if  I  conthm^  "firmly  to 
believe  what  lords  Grey  and  Grenrille 
have  described  as  being  so  very  absurd. 
—*— There  is  anothctr  vitew  of  this  matter. 
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HI hich  no  one,  that  I  know  xS,  has  taken. 
If  we  were  told  that  the  king,  or  rather 
the  king's' nunisicr,  acting  in  his  master's 
name,  had  the  ^'privilege'  (for  so  this 
power  18,  it  seems  still  to  be  called)  of 
sending  to  jail,  and  keeping  there  during 
his  pleasure,  any  of  the  people,  who  by 
writing  or  otherwise,  should  offend  him, 
what  should  we  then  say?  What  name 
should  we  then  give  to  the  government  of 
England  ?    Indeed,  what  name  but  one 

could  it  possibly  have  ? Well,  let  us, 

now,  take  along  with  us  the  doctrine,  that 
the  minister  for  the  time  being  ough  t  always 
to  have  a  mttjority  qfthe  Honourable  House 
on  his  side:  and,  indeed,  the  fuel,  that 
this  is  the  ''  practice  of  the  constitution/' 
What  is  there,  then,  to  prevent  the  minis- 
ter for  the  time  beinsr  from  sending  to 
jail,  and  keeping  there  during  his  pleasure, 

^any  man  who  may  offend  him  T Am  I 

told,  that  bis  majority  would,  if  he  $it- 
tempted  to  do  what  was  wrong  in  this 
respect,  desert  him  ?  To  this  I  make  no 
answer ;  but,  it  will  not  d^  for  the  OUTS 
to  tell  me  this;  because  they  have, 
during  this  session ;  aye,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  very  question  now  before  us,  blamed, 
end  loudly  blamed,  what  tlie  minister  and  the 
fnajority,  did  actually  do.  If,  therefore  as 
the  OUTS  assert,  the  minister  and  the  ma- 
jority did  what  was  blameable  in  this  case, 
why  might  they  not  do  it  in  another 
case  ?  Why  are  we  tp  suppose,  that  they 
will  stop  here  ?—— To  this  question  also 
I  long  for  an  answer ;  and,  until  I  receive 
it,  I  certainly  shall  not  think  myself  a 
"  deluded"  man,  as  far,  at  least,  as  relates 

to  this  matter. ^I  shall  now  conclude 

this  arliple  with  the  insertion  of  the  speech 
of  my  Lord  Erskine,  as  I  fmd  it  reported 
in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  8th  instant, 
and  to  which  speech  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
give  all  the  means  of  circulation  in  mv 

power. "  Lord  Erskine  said  he  felt 

*'  himself  called  upon  to  say  a  very  few 
''  words  to  their  lordships.  He  said  iie  en- 
''  tirely  agreed  with  his  noble  friend  who 
*^  ^ave  the  notice,  that  notwithstanding  any 
''imperfections  with  which  time  might 
''  have  visited  our  happy  Constitution,  it 
''  was  the  best  and  wisest  upon  the  face  of 
♦*  tbo  earth,  and  under  which  there  |vas 
''  the  greatest  enjoyment  of  happiness  and 
''freedom;  but  it  was  impossible  to  con- 
"  template  that  perfection  without  ad- 
"  verting  to  the  principles  which  were 
"  its  essentia)  characteristic.  Itscharacter- 
/'  jstic  indeed  had  been  correctly  and  l«i- 
''minoudly  expressed  by  his  noble  fiiend 


'  (lord  Grenville)  who  sat  next  him,  when 
'  he  said,  '  that  Parliament  was  the  au« 
' '  thor  of  it,  and  that  like  our  ancestors, 
'  '  from  whom  we  inherited  our  freedom^ 
' '  we  should  rally  round  Parliament ;'  so 
'  said 'his  4ord«hip,  because  in  rallying 
'  round  Parliament,  or  in  other  words, 
'  round  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons, 
'  we  were  rallying  round  the  Constitu- 
'  tion  and  the '  Laws ;  around  which  aii 
'  were  disposed  to  rally.  It  was  the  cause 
'  of  the  immediate  reference  to  this 
'  sound  dortrine  that  obliged  him  to  ad- 
'  drc^s  their  Lordships.  liis  noble  friends 
'  had  adverted  to  the  late  exercise  of  Pri- 
'  leges  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  of 
'  the  sensation  they  had  created.  If  tliey 
'  alluded  only  to  the  disturbances  in  this 
'  great  city  which  they  inhabited,  he 
'joined  in  lamenting  them ;    but  if  they 

*  involved,  in  this  sentiment,  the  legal  re- 
'  tiistance  by  those  who  h^d  been  the  o.b- 
'  jects  of  them ;  if  they  alluded  to  actions 
'  which  though  not  pending,  were  in  imme- 
'  diate  prospect,  he  must- declare  that  he 
'  considered  it  to  be  a  matter  of  the 
'  greatest  magnitude  and  importance, 
'  which  the  laws  alone  ought  to  determine,  and 
'  with  xiiich  their  Lordships  had  at  present  no 
'  manner  qf  concern.  It  the  Privileges  of 
'  the  Commons  under  the  Constitution 
'  had  been  invaded,  the  Commons  wanted 
'  no  assistanc.e  from  the  Lords  to  protect 
Mhem;  the  Laws  would  protect  them;  and 
'  if  in  the  invasion  of  their  Privileges  the 
'  Lords'  Privileges  were  by  analogy  in- 
'  vaded,  it  less  became  them  to  l^  for- 
'  ward  in  their  assertion :  more  e^)ecialfy 

*  as  the  question  ndght  come  legally  andjudi' 
'  €ially  b^ore  them*  No  man  would  more 
'  zealously  defend  the  Privileges  of  Parlia- 
'  ment,  or  of  either  House  of  Parliament, 
'  than  he  should ;  and  he  admitted,  that 
'  what  either  branch  of  the  Legislature 
'  had  been  for  the  course  of  ages  cxer- 
'  cising  with  the  acquiescence  of  the 
'  whole  Legislature,  would,  m  the  absence 
'  qf  Statutes,  which  tuould  be  the  grand  ques* 
'  tion,  be  evidence  of  the  common  Law  vf 
'  Parliament,  and^  as  such,  of  the  coounoa 
'  Law  of  the  Land.  The  jurisdiction  of 
'  Courts  rested  in  a  great  measure  upon 
'  the  same  foundation  :  but  besides  that, 
'  these    precedents,  as    applicable  alike 

*  to  all  of  them,  were,  mutters  of  grave 
'  and  deliberate  consideration — they  were, 
'  and  must  be,  deternniit.(I  in  the  end  by 
'  the  law.  Pe  knew  ihra  the  contrary  was 
^insisted  rpon  by  the  C' iii;)i<.us,  when 
'  they    couiniiutd    Lwd    Cluuf   Justice 
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*•  l^emberton  for  holding  plea  of  them  hi 
"  his  Court ;  but  so  far  was  he  from  con- 
**  sidering  such  a  claim  as  matter  of  argu* 
"  ment under  this  Government  of  Law,  that 
*'  I  say  ad?isedly»  (said  his  Lordship,)  that 
^  if,  upon  the  present  occasion,  a  similar 
"  attack  *was  made  upon  my  noble  and 
«  learned  friend  (Lord  Eilenborough)  who 
^  sits  next  ma^  fur  the  exercise  ot  his  legal 
**  jurisdiction,  I  would  resist  the  usurpation 
'*  iviih  my  strength,  and  bones  and  blood. 
'*  Why  was  amy  danger  to  the  House  of 
'*  Commons  or  the  Country  to  be  antici- 
*'  pated  by  a  sober  appeal  to  the  judgment  qf 
"  the  Laws  f  W  his  noble  and  learned  friend' 
**  and  his  brethren  the  Judges  had  no  ju- 
"  risdiction  over  the  Privileges  of  the 
**  House  of  Commons,  they  would  say  they 
^  had  no  jurisdiction.  .  If  they  thought 
''  they  had,  they  would  give  a  just  decision 
**  according  to  the  facts  and  circumstances 
•*  of  the  case,  whatever  they  might  be. 
*'  These  facts  and  circumstances  are  con- 
•*  sidered,  however,  too  clear  for  inquirv  ; 
«  yet  the  King's  Attorney  General  and  a 
*'  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
**  when  called  upon  by  the  Serjeant  for 
^  advice  upon  the  subject,  was  obliged, 
**  and  most  properly,  to  admit  tltot  thert 
**  xvas  no  pncedent  to  be  found  for  hu  ford- 
**  bUpTOKoUmgi  ond  that  if  death  enmied  he 
**  cotdd  not  undertake  to  insure  him.  against 
"  a  conviction,  and  an  execution  for  murder. 
**  Was  this  the  character  of  an  immemo- 
''  rial  and  an  acknowledged  jurisdiction  ? 
"  But  it  was  said  that  there  was  an  end  of 
*'  the  Privileges  of  Parliament  if  they  must 
''  pray  in  aid  the  King,  or  any  other  au- 
'Mhority,  to  support  their  jurisdietion. 
''Yet,  id  the  very  instance  alluded  to, 
V  they  were  obliged  to  pray  in  aid  the  kinq 
t*  — not  of  his  Utws  indeed,  to  which  the 
''  peiH>le  would  have  paid  the  most  im- 
''  plicit  obedience,  but  of  his  bayonets^ 
«'  which,  when  contrary .  to  law,  they 
''  woiild  resist.  He.desired  to  warn  their 
''  Lordships  against  too  hasty  a  resort  to 
"  force,  luitii  right  had  determined  its  ap* 
^'  plication.  It  was  a  dangerous  resort, 
''  which  never  could  be  necessary  in  the 
*'  government  of  the  British  people,  when 
**  the  laws  were  x)n  the  side  of  authority ; 
*'  letthe  laws  speak  first,  and  if  they  were 
*'  disobeyed,  the  people,  instead  of  resist- 
**  ing,  would  obey,  and  execute  them 
"  themselves.  Thfeie  was  another  view  in 
"  which  this  question  must  be  loolced  at. 
"  He  was  giving  no  opinion  wh?itever  on 
**  the  subject,  but  stating  only  the  ques- 

<«  tion.    3oppo9«  tilers  nEould  he  p^m 


"statutes  upon  this  subject,  before  the 
*^  possible  origin  of  any  jurisdiction  of 
"  the  House  of  Commons-— it  was  con- 
"  tended  that  there  were — he  was  still 
'*  giving  no  opinion ;  but  was  it  not  open 
'*  to  the  subject,  if  he  were  advised  to 
"  plead  such  statutes  in  bar  of  the  privi- 
"  leges  in  the  cases  contended  for  ?  and 
"  could  any  authority  but  a  Court  of  Law 
*'  overrule  such  a  pjea  ?  could  the  Com« 
•'  mons  themselves  resist  the  effect  of  such 
*'  Statutes,  to  which  they  were  .  parties  ? 
"  There  might  be  Statutes,  indeed^  on  such 
"  a  subject,  which,  except  in  form,  wanted 
"  no  judicial  coerniaance,  because  every 
''  mail  could  read  for  himself.  If  a  written 
"  law  would  bear  two  interpretations,  and 
'*  the.  worst  interpretation  had  been  given 
'*  to  it  by  a  series  of  decisions,  that  worst 
'*  interpretation  was  undoubtedly  the  law  ;" 
**  but  where  a  statute  spoke  a  clear,  plain, 
"  tmambigUous  language,  the  people  had  a 
*»  right  to  the  protection  qfits  letter,  and  they 
^  ought  to  uisist  upon  that  protection.  The 
"  Parliament  might  repeal  it,  but  whilst  it 
'<  was  a  statute,  neither  the  King,  Lords^ 
"  or  Commons,  or  all  three  of  ^em,  had 
"  any  dommion  over  it.  It  mi^ht  appear 
"  he  was  putting  an  almost  impossible 
"  case ;  but  on  that  very  ground  he  had 
**  defended  frdm  death  the  subjects  of  this 
"  country,  and  perhaps  more-  than  themf 
"  their  Lordships  might  not  have  been 
"^  sitting  to^y  tohear  him,  if  upon  these 
"  ff rounds  he  had  not  successfully  de* 
''fended  the  dominion  of  the  laws.  He 
"  was  then  told  that  a  conspiracy  to  levy 
''  war  against  the  king  was  treason,  as  an 
"  attack  upon  the  natural  life  of  the  king ; 
'*  he  had  said.  No  !  because  the  statute  of* 
*'  Edward  3.  under  any  interpretation,  had 
"  said  No  also.  He  was  told  that  Lord 
*'  Hale  and  Lord  Coke  were  against  him  ; 
"  to  which  he  had  answered,  irreverendly 
'<  perhaps,  but  in  other  respects  rightly, 
'*  that  their  authorities  were  no  more 
"  against  a  positive,  unambiguous  statute, 
"  than  .90  many  large  flies  buzzing  against 
"  a  wall  ;  and  so  he  should  for  ever  main- 
"  tain.  Lord  Erskine  here  said, '  I  would 
"  •  rather  die,  my  Lords,  than  submit  to  any 
"  '  dominion  .but  that  qf  the  law.  1  know 
*'  'the  Law  upon  this  subject,  my  Lords,  as 
"  <  well  as  any  of  your  lordships ;  it  is  im* 
" '  possible  I  should  not ;  and  it  would 
"'be  criminal  to  surrender  or  even  to 
"  '  withhold  my  opinion.'  If  he  had  been 
"  warm  upon  the  subject  he  must  be  par- 
"  doned  ;  he  could  not,  alter  his  nature— • 
<^  what  he  had  ever  beta  through  life  be 
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*'  must  be  to*day  ;  what  had  been  the 
**  chamcterof  bis  mind  and  understanding 
"  mu^t  cpntinue  to  be  its  character.  He 
"  in^df.  no  ^poio};y  to  ^'n  noble  friends 
"  for  this  expression  of  his  opinion.  They 
V  would  little  deserve  the  character  they 
"justly  had  in  the  country,  if  they  were 
**  capable  not  merely  from  courtesy  but 
"  even  frdm  confidence  and  aifection  to 
'*  compromise  opinions  upon  such  grave 
'*  and  important  questions.  He  was  most 
"  sincerely  attached  to  the  principles  of 
"  those  with  whom  he  had  so  long  acted, 
**  and  particularly  to  his  two  noble  friends, 
"  whose  unquestionable  integrity  and  su- 
*'  perior  talents  entitled  them  to  the  great 
"  station  which  they  must  ever  hpld  in 
"  the  opinions  of  mankind.  It  was  to  se- 
"  cure  that  pre-eminence  that  he  made 
"  these  observations,  because  he  knew 
"  that  nothing  could  ever  lecure  con- 
"  tentment  and  happiness  in  this  coun- 
"try,   h^t    the     PROTECTION    AND 

"DOMIMON   OF    TH^i   LAW." 

fliese  are  the  true  doctrines  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  England.  May  they  be,  by 
ijer  cpHrts  of  law,  for  ever  established  I 
t: — I  cannot  help  pointing  out  to  the 
reader,  flow  complete  my  lord  Er^kine's 
answer  is  to  the  doctrine  of  the  two  no- 
l^temea  who  preceded  him,  a^  to  the  de- 
gradation of  applying  to  the  cronrn  for 
lupport..  They  sa^d,  ths^t  to  apply  to  the 
king- (meaning  to  order  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral to  prosecute)  would  be  degrading  to 
the  Honourable  House.  Ay^;  said  my 
k)rd  Kr&kaie,  but  they  iapc  applM  to  ihe 

^  kini; ;  not  lor  the  aid  of  his  Uxm ;  but 
for  the  aid  of  his  ^yone^.— ^-There  was 
JIQ  o^wer  to  lord  Er^kint ;  ao4  to  an- 
siver  him  was  impo«»ible.-~-Tbe  two 
noblemen .  seemed^to  have  fi»rgottfn,  be- 
side^^  that,  in  the  case  of  Ma.  J(a«yss,  the 
Honourable  House  did  apply  to  the  king 
for  the  Hid  of  his  Attornfiy  Generals    A 

jurjf  declared  Mr.  Keeves  to  bare  com- 
mitted no  crime,  aiyl  fhia  was  urged  by 
1(1  r.  Sheridan  as  a  rcat<m  why  the  house 
should  not  proceed  in  the  same  way 
again !  -—-But,  tphy  need  the  Honourable 
House,  if  it  does  really  esteem  it  a  degra- 
dation, apply  to  the  crown  ?  They  have 
the  power  to  employ  any  other  legal  per- 
son ^  well  a9  the  Attorney  Ganelral  to 
act  for  them;  to  prosecute  for  libels 
against  them  ;  and,  therefore,  thia  argu- 

I  ipent  seems  to.have  not  a  more  solid  foun- 
dation than  the  others  that  has  been  used 
in  defence  of  the  exercise  of  the  dreadful 

power  in  quwfiojw— The  Mowing  pa- 


ragraph,  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of 
the  Qih  instant,  in  so  excellent,  in  every  re* 
spect,  tliat  I  cannot  refrain  from  inserting 
it,  and,  in  so  doing,  I  am  sure  I  sbali 
give  great  pleasure  to  the  reader.  ■  ■  * 
*'  In  all  times  of  danger  to  the  Constito* 
"  tion,  as  we  stated  yesterday,  great  au- 
"  thorities  have  rUeti  up  to  preserve  the 
"dominion  of  the  Laws,  against  over« 
"strained  assumptions  of  power.  Thus 
"  Lord  Holt,  in  the  beginmng  of  the  lasl 
*'  century,  wh^n  threatening  resolution* 
"  were  pasaed  to  stop  the  jurisdiction  of 
"  the  Courts  of  Law  in  a  question  of  Priri- 
"  l^ege,  maintained  with  such  powerful 
'5  dignity  the  authority  of  the  Law,  as 
"  CompJeatly  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the 
"subject.  Tbua,  on  Che  memorat>le  oc- 
'^  casion  of  general  Warrants,  did  Lord 
"  Camden  assert  the  illegality  of  the  pro- 
"  ceeding.  And  thus  has  Lord  Erskimb 
*'  now,  with  the  same  constitutional  spirit 
"  which  animated  his  eloquence  when  de- 
'*  fending  the  subject  at  the  bar,  stood  up 
"  to  maintain  the  cbmmwt  qfthe  iaw,  as  that 
"  alone  which  Englishmen  can  recognize. 
"  His  speech  ih  the  House  of  Lord»,  on 
"  Monday,  will  be  held  in  reference  while 
"  the  liberties  of  these  kingdoms  afaall  be 
"  dear  to  our  memories,  even  if  we  are  to 
"  be  doomed  to  think  of  them  only  as  a 
"  blessing  which  is  past.  It  breathed 
"  the  true  and  genuine  doctrine  of  the 
."  Constitution  ;  and  we  trust  will  have  the 
"  efiect  of  making  otb^  Lawyers  recon- 
"  $ider  their  assertions.'' 

P4RI.UHKNTARY  Reform. In  the  de- 

batf;  in  the  House  of  Lords,  before  men- 
tioned, lords  Geey  and  Grknvili^b  spoke 
tipon  the  subject  of  Parliamentary  Reform. 
The  former  said,  that  he  reamed  kii  old 
c^mioiis  respeet'mg  Parliamentary  Reforai, 
and  that  heiuno  thought  thisr^^orm  wtort 
nec€miry  tkm  eoer.  But,  he  disapproved 
of"  the  clanaur/'  now  raised  against  the 
parliament  altogether,  and,  in  this,  at 
least,  lord  GrenviUe  agreed  with  him. — — > 
The  Oty-Jobbp's,  who  are  signing,  at  what 
rate  I  know  not,  a  DeclaraUon  against  the 
proceedings  of  the  Livbry,  say,  too,  t^at 
"  attempts  are  industriously  made  to  vi- 
"  lify  and  degrade  the  hgidature  by  the 

"  most  uiifot£nded  cahwmicaJ' Now,  in 

the  first  place,  the  Honourable  Hoose 
isf  not  the  iegiilature,  and  no  complaint  hat 
been  heard  against  either  of  the  other 
branches.  In  the  next  place,  that  whkii 
18  trut  18  not  €akim$uous,  falsehood  bemg  an 
indispensible  ingredient  in  the  composi- 
tion of  calomny.*— *.Bat^  before  I  go  any 
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further/  Itt    me  toke  the  vrhxAe  of  my 
Jprd  Grenville's  speech,  as  reported  in^  the 

Morning  Chronicle. -"  Lord  GrenvilJe 

f  entirely   concurred    with      his    Noble 
"  Friend   (Karl   Grey)  and  ^expressed  hie 
"deep  regret    that  any  persons  , should 
"  have  been  so  deluded  as  to  attack,  the 
"  powers  andprivileges  of  parliament,  apod 
''  which  depended  the  very  existence  of 
"  the  Constitution,  and  the  welfai^e  and 
*' prosperity  of  the  country.     To   Parlia- 
"  inent  the  people  were  indebted  for  their 
"  liberties,  tor  their  prosperity,  and  Ibral^ 
*'  the  ftdvantages  they  had  hitherto  en- 
^  "joyed.     Take  away  the  powers  of  Par- 
"  liament,  and  these  deluded  persons  who 
*'  now*  clamoured  agaittst  them  would  soon 
"  find  that  the  liberty  an  1  prosperity  of 
*'.  the  people  would  ccTise  to  exist.     It 
"  was  through  the  means  of  the  Farlia- 
'*  taent  that  the  liberty  of  the  peopie  was 
"  first  established  ;    it  was  by  Parliament 
**  that  that  liberty  had  by  wise  and  whol^- 
**  some  laws  been  placed  upon  a  tirm  and 
^  secure  basis,  and   like  their  ancestors 
"  they  iught  to  raliy  round  Parliament  to 
"  preserve  its  autkoritv  p^viblate;  for  werri 
'*  it   to    be  .deprived   of  those   privileges 
'-'upon   which  depended  its   power  and 
*'  dignity ^  to  what  source  could  the  people 
''look  for  the  maintenance  of  their  own 
"  privileges    and    their    own    liberties  ? 
"  They  could  indeed  hope  to  derive  little 
"  aid   from  the  Crown  if  once  the  privi- 
"  leges    of  Parliament  were  gone,     Th6 
"  Noble    Secretary    of  State  might    at- 
"  tempt   a  defence  of  Ministers,  but  it 
"was  to  their  misconduct  that  much  of 
^  tber  evil   that  had  arisen  was  to  be  at- 
"  tributed.     They  had  violated  the  Consii- 
"  ilitian  on  their  first  entrance  into  office, 
"  tmd  had   ever  since  been  acting  in  con- 
"  tradicsiantotkebestinterests  qfthecotmtty/* 
—Well,  but,  if  this  latter  part  of  the  re- 
ported speech  be  true:  if  th^  present  mi-. 
nistere  did   really  "  violate  the  constitution 
"  upon  their  first  entrance  into  power,  aftd 
"  have  ever  since  been  acting  incontradu:tioA 
*''A>  the  best  interests  of  the  country:*'  if,  as 
my  lord   Grey  asserted,  the  present  mi- 
nikers  are  "  men  without  system,  without 
"  plan;  existing  only  by  expedients  from 
"  day  to  day ;  men  who  have  endangered 
"  the  best  interests  of  the  country ;    men 
"  whose  proceedings  are  so  »it^t7oi«,  that 
"  to  support  them^vxnUd  be  a  breach  cf  trust 
"  and^dstt^'  in  Lord  Grey  and  others : 
if  this  be  the  case  ;    if  these  assettiods,  iif' 
these  reports  of  speeehes,  ^  rni^,  is  it  vety 


JdAY  12,  ySlO.-^ParliamenttAf  Ittfomi.  ^  ||/tf 

pie  of  clhmour^'ndfMi^  m6\/dct^ousness  fot 
being dtsssctisfiiid  with  the  Housc/whohave 
approved  of  aii  the  a<it«<  of  these  same  mi- 
nisters, and  who  do  stiti  support  th^se 
same  ministei's?  Mb.  Possonby  called 
thete  ministers  "  the  Demon  of  England  ;** 
and,  are  the  people  to  be  called  "  deluded/^ 
because  they  wi&h  for  a  re  formation  in 
that  House,  by  whom  these  ministers  haye 
been,  and  arc,  supported,  and  w^ll  still  be 
supported,  ih  spite  of  all  Mr.  Ponsonby 
aid  his  two  noble  firiends  can  sny  to  the 
contrary? — T^e  miuiilers,  indeed,  might', 
with  some  sheVv  of  argument,  complain  oE  , 
the  "  clamours"  (if  they  will  call  th^ni 
clainours)  of  the  people  ;  but,  as  to  "Mc 
"  ifentiemeH  oppdsite/'  they  who  have,  in 
fact,  called  upon  the  people  to'  complain. 
They  did,  indeed,  desire  tticm  to  conipiaiij. 
of  the  ministers ;  but,  the  pcjojile,  •'  de* 
*•  luded"  as  they  are,  were  not  fooli 
enough  to  be  dtluded  into  that.  It  would 
havte  been  as  stupid  as  it  would  be  to  pro-* 
sccute,  not  the  man  who  stabs  you,  bui 

the  dagger,  with   which  he  does  it. ^ 

Lord  ErsXine  has  declared  for  a  R^fomt 
qf  Parliament.  It  must  give  every  one  great 
pleasure  to  perceive  this.  Mr.  Erskine^ 
his  son,  made  the  declaration  for  him,  it 
seems,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Whig* 
Club.  This  is  very  important.  Ctherii 
will  and  mUst  follow ;  ano,  in  spite  of  the 
Boroughmongers,  the  Reform  we  shall 
have. But  again,  I  say',  no  haste.  Fol- 
low the  advice  ofour  leader :  seek  reform* 
as  he  says,  in  his  Answer  to  the  Middle- 
sex Address,  by  "  quiet,  easy,  and  peace- 
"fl^fe  means." — There  is  no  occasion  fotj 
hurry.  The  whole  nation,  those  e^-cepted,* 
who,  in  one  way  or  another,  live  upon  thd 
taxes  unjustly,  wish  for  a  Reform.  They^ 
are  convinced,  that  nothing*^ else  can  savt 
the  nation  from  destruction.  But,  why 
do  1  talk  of  opinions  and  of  toisties  ?  The 
taxing^pApers  and  the  paper- money  would,' 
were  tlie  whole  national  wish  against  the/ 
measoi^e,  produce  that  measure;  though* 
they  might  produce  along  with  it  a  very 
serious  convulsion.— bin  John  ANSTRt/- 
THER,  who  has  lately  been2i  judge  in  Indiai 
und^  Lord  Wellesley,  but  who  is  now 
a'member  of  parliament,  and  "  one  of  tht^ 
*'  ghatemen  opposite,"  is  in  the  report  of  rf 
late  debate,  said  to  have  spoken  thus: 
"  Sir  J.  AiisTRUTHER  urged  the  opinion 
"  which  he  had  before  expressed,  that 
''  the  House  ought  to  have  the  privileges 
"  of  which  some  men  would  deprive  them/ 
"  or  their  aiithority  would  c6ase«  As  to 
"the'Mlnisteili,  he  dfd  say  onaTormer 
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*'  occasion,  that  if  they  had  an  hereditary 
''permanent  tenure  qf  their  offices,  he  would 
''  still  maintain  them  against  the  principles 
*'  qf  those  who  contested  tite  privileges  qfthai 
"  House,  Jor  certainly,  if  the  question 
*'  were  put  to  him,  whether  he  should  sup- 
*'  port  those  Ministers*  however  unfit  for 
"  their  qffices,  and  of  that  unfitness  he  was 
''fully  persuaded,  or  consent  to  the  direct 
"  overtlirow  qf  the  constitution,  he  could  have 
"  littje  hesitation  in  deciding  which  course 
**  to  take.  If  there  were  no  other  alter- 
"'  native  than  that  of  supporting  such  Mi* 
"  nisters  with  all  their  m^ciency,  or  ex- 
"  posing  the  country  to  the  danger  qfre- 
"volution,  he  belieyed  there  were  few 
^  rational  men  who  would  not  concur 
, ''  with  him  in  defending  the  Government 
"  even  under  their  administration."— 
Now,  the  mistake  of  the  late  Judge,  is, 
those  who  wish  for  the  protection  of  law, 
of  courts  and  of  juries,  do  not  wish  for  a 
revolution,  England  has  had  one. revohaion, 
and  though  that  was,  and,  even  to  this 
day,  is,  styled  a  "glorious"  event,  God 
defend  us  from  another !  No,  no :  we  do 
not  want  to  "  overthrofw  the  constituiion  :" 
we  want,  as  my  lord  Grey  says,  to  restore 
what  time,  or,  rather,  corruption,  has 
^ten  away.  We  want  to  put  an  eflectual 
stop  to  the  selling  and  biding  qf  seats  in  the 
Honourable  House,  a  practice  which  Mr. 
Ponsonby  "  declared  to  be  as  notorious  as 
'*  the  sun  at  nooYi  day ;"  a  practice, 
which  the  Speaker,  not  a  year  ago,  said 
lie  had  heard  avowed  <*  within  the  walls 
"  of  the  House  ;*'  and,  at  the  very  mention 
of  which,  he  said,  "  our  ancestors  would 
«  have  started  with  indignation.''  .  This 
is  what  we  want ;  and  this  is  what  we 
never  will  be  content,  nnd  never  cease 

from  our  labours,  till  we  have. 1  am 

aware,  that  there  are  mepy  who  would 
join  any  body;  who  would  call  in  any 
•ort  of  aid,  and  from  any  quarter,  rather 
than  yield  the  point ;  and,  I  am,  therefore, 
aware,  that  it  behoves  the  people,  and  the 
king  too,  to  be  upon  their  guard  in  this 
respect.  Tliose  who  have  so  long  fattened 
upon  the  trafficking  in  seats,  and  who,  in 
general,  have  all  their  dependence  upon 
such  traffic ;  this  boroughmopger  crew 
would  see  England  sunk  for  ever,  all  her 
statutes  scattered  to  the  winds,  rather 
than  abandon  the  traffic.  They  care  not 
what  becomes  of  the  country,  unless  the 
country  will  suffer  their  trade  to  remaipl 
Bat,  though  they  may  do  some  desperate 
deeds,  they  will  not  finally  succeed.  T(ie 
work  of  the  Reform  will  go  on  in  spite  of 


them ;  and  England,  once  more  loosened 
from  their  degrading  trammels,  will  again 
be  great,  free,  and  happy. 

City  of  London  Meeting. 1  could 

wijh  to  give  an  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  this  Meeting ;  but  want  of  room 
prevents  me  even  from  inserting  (but  which 
I  certainly  shall  do  in  my  next)lhe*iifso/a- 
tians  and  Petition  agreed  to  at  the  Meeting, 
and  which  documents,  after  having  been,  in 
our  day,  read  with  the  pleasilre  they  arc 
so  eminently  calculated  to  excite,  will  go 
down,  I  trust,  as  a  lesson  to  our  children's 
children. — ^The  Petition  was  presented 
to  the  Honourable  House  on  the  8th  in- 
stant, and  an  interesting  debate  ensued 
upon  the  question  for  its  being  laid  upon 
the  table.  The  debate  was  adjourned, 
and,  of  course,  without  a  decision  of  the  ' 
question.  The  objection  to  the  petition 
appears  to  have  come  from  the  ministers ; 
and,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  Ma.  Per- 
ceval could  not  be  expected  to  give  it  a 
very  gracious  reception.  The  language  of 
the  petition  was  complained  of:  it  was 
asserted,  that  the  evident  object  of  it  was 
to  insult  the  House.  What!  any  one 
think  of  insulting  tlie  Honourable  House  \ 
Mr.  Wbitbeead  defended  the  peti- 
tion, and  was  answered  by  Mr.  Peroevau 
The  former,  in  answer  to  an  assertion,  that 
there  were  many  of  the  Livery,  who  did 
not  agree  to  the  petition,  said:  "  This 
"  was  a  curioys  doctrine  for  one  of  his 
"  Majesty's  Ministers  to  advance ;  for 
''  how,  he  asked,  would  it  tell  against  hit 
"  colleagues,  who  considered  their  triumph 
"  complete,  because  they  had  a  majority 
"  only  of  thirty-eight  on  the  question  of 
"  the  Walcheren  Expedition  ?  If  he  asked  # 
"  where  was  '  the  justice  and^digoity  of 
"  « the  House  of  Commons,'  and  where 
''  was  its  justice  and  common  sense,  when 
'*  a  shield  was  thrown  over  the  deiinqumts, 
f^  Mr,  Perceval  and  Lord  Cagtlereagh,  who 
"  had  trafficked  for  seats  in  the  House  :^— was 
"  not  the  dignity  of  the  House  forfeited 
"  on  that  occasion,  and  therefore  where 
'*  was  the  insult  in  calling  upon  it  to  re- 
'^  trace  its  steps?  The  House  was  told 
"  that  seats  in  Parliament  were  sold ; 
*'  could  it  be  denied  ?  and  were  the  people 
*'  supposed  to  be  insensible  to  the  fact  ?— 
*'  He  called  upon  Gentlemen  to  examine 
"  the  Journals,  and  palliate  the  offisnce  if 
**  they  could.  What,  he*  asked,  could  be 
"  said  of  the  construction  of  the  House  of 
"  Commons  ?  A  Gentleman  had  been  ap* 
^'  pointed  Teller  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
"  v'aeated  his  seat  in  consequence.    Hei 
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^  was  sent  back  to  the  county  which  he 
"  had  represented  for  years,  and  was  una- 
"  nimously  rejected ;  the  county  returned 
**  another  Member,  and  the  Teller  of  the 
*'  Exchequer  was  nominated  to  have  a  seat 
"  m  the  House  by  a  Peer,  Was  it  then  aston- 
'*  isfaing  that  the  People  were  called  upon 
.  *'  to  examine  the  construction  of  the  House 

**  of  Commons?'* -Mr.  Perceval,  as 

will  appear  from  his  stpeech,  was  yery 
touch  nettled  at  this.  He  attacked  Mr. 
Whitbread  as  well  as  the  petitioners  and 
their  petition.  He*  said  that  Mr.  W.  was 
setting  an  example  to  the  discontented. 
«♦  He  is,*'  said  he,  *'  prepared  to  lead  such 
"  Petitioners  in  the  way  of  insult  to  the 
"  House  of  Commons,  and  to  tell  them  it 
*'  is  the  'language  which  they  ought  to 
"  hold  towards  this  House,  and  towards 
*'  the  Constituted  Authorities  of  this  coun* 
*'  try ;  undoubtedlv*  Sir,  the  Honourable 
"  Gentleipan  would  not  only  not  object,  but 
"  he  desirous  to  receive  a  Petition,  which 
•*  he  would  be  desirous  of  presenting; 
"  and,  therefore,  I  conceive,  that  the  ar- 
**  ffument  and  the  observations  of  the 
"  rionoarable  Gentleman  are  grounded  on 
"  sentiments  which  will  not  have  any 
^*  great  *  weight  with  any  considerable 
•'  number  of  individuals  in  this  House, 
"  with  whatever  violence  he  may  be 
"  pleased  to  urge  them,  of  which  violence 
"  we  have  had  a  specimen  to-night;  for, 
*'  indeed,  he  says,  that  on  this  side  of  the 
"  House  there  have  been  various  means 
"  used,  which  are  calculated  not  only  to 
*'  bring  this  House  into  difficulty,  but  also  to 
"  bring  this  country  into  d\fficuUy ;  that  we, 
"  on  this  side  of  the  House,  are  not  men 
•'  who  will  be  able  to  fight  the  battle  against 
"  thefoe^^l  know  not  who  the  foe  is  to 
**  whom  he  alludes,  but  if  this  battle  is  to 
*'  be  fought  against  the  discontented  part  qf 
"  the  Uvery  <f  London,  Or  of  any  otiitr  dis- 
'*  contented  Petitioners,  I  trust,  we  shall  be 
"  ABLE  TO  FACE  THEM,  even  if  we 
"  should  have  to  contend  with  them  and 
''the  Hon.  Gentleman  at  their  head  ;  but 
<»  whatever  may  be  the  fate  qf  that  battle, 
**  I  trust  that  we  shall  have  spirit  enough 
"  in  this  House  to  resist,  and  to  shew  to 
«*  the  discontented,  even  if  they  should  be 
'*  headed  by  that  Hon.  Gentleman  hini- 

''self,  we   shall   not   be  appalled." 

This  is  a  very  curious  phrase,  this 
phrase  of  "  discontented  petitioners.  '* 
1  do  not  know,  that  I  ever  heard  it 
before,  even  from  any  one  in  the  Pitt 
school.  Of  "  contented  petitioners'*  the 
peiitioa  would>  of  course^  be  agreeable. 


And  so,  then,  we  obtained,  or  secured^ 
for  ourselves,  at  "  the  glorious  Revolu- 
"  tion,**  the  right  of  presenting  petitions, 
expressive  of  our  contentment  I  Oh,  glorious 
work !  God  defend  us,  as  I  said  before, 
from  another  Revolution !  But,  to  come 
to  that' part  of  Mr.  Perceval's  speech, 
where  he  speaks  of  the  insult  to  himself*' 

^''Having,'*    says  he,  "  charged   us 

"with  doing  that  which  no  power  under 
**  heaven  can  make  legal,  they  say,  that 
*'  they  are  not  surprised  that  you  should  hav^ 
'*  done  so,  considering  how  this  House  is 
".constituted,  and  that  they  cannot  help 
''  expressing  their  indignation  and  disgust 
"  at  such  an  Hotue  qf  Commons,  Why, 
"  Sir,  is  this  language  which  any  gentle- 
"  man  can  doubt  was  intended  as  an  insult 
"  to  this  House  ?  And  when  they  affect 
"  to  adorn  us  with  the .  epithets  honour- 
"  ABLE  and  RESPECTABLE,  cononM  man  doubt 
*'  they  mean  to  insult  us^  under  the  mask  of 
"  humility — under  the  phrase  of  "  hum- 
''  ble  conception,*' — and  the  like.  But 
"  some  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  this 
"  Petition  was  proposed  to  be  rejected  on 
''account  of  it  referring  to  matter,  i^ 
"  which  wiy  own  conduct  is  concerned.  I 
"  think  Gentlemen  will  hardly  persist  in 
"  saying  so,  when  they  remember  that  the 
**  Westminster  Petition,  which  was  re- 
"  ceived,  had  observations  reflecting  on 
"  myself,  and  which  did  not,  on  that  ac- 
"  count,  prevent  me  from  assenting  to  its 
"  reception.  We  have  received  a  Peti- 
"  tion  from  the  constituents  of  a  person 
*'  who  is  gone  to  the  Tower,  when  there 
"  was  hardly  time  to  deliberate  on  the 
"  subject  of  it,  but  although  the  Petition 
"  was  objectionable,  yet  it  was  thought 
"  improper  to  be  captious,  and  the  House 
"  received  it;  but  is  it  the  same  thing 
''  when  this  course  is  to  be  pursued  d(^ 
"  after  day,  and  xceek  after  week.  Is  not 
"  this  a  design  manifested  on  the  part  of 
"  these  Petitioners  to  offer  indignity  to 
"  this  House.  Sir,  there  are  certain  mis- 
**  chieoous  persons  employed  in  this  pursuit, 
"  and  the  purpose  is  to  vilify  and  degrade 
"  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  to  be^ 
**'  stow  particular  praises  upon  the  Throne, 
*'  under  the  hope,  thereby,  the  more  sue- 
"  cessfully  (o  degrade  the  other  two 
"  branches  of  the  Legislature ;  and,  I  am 
'*  sorry  to  say,  there  are  persons  in  this 
"  House,  who  are  desirous  to  assist  them,  and 
"  who  are  desirous  of  using  the  strongest 
''  language  that  can  be  used   by  way  of 

"  holding  out  an  exan^ple  to  others." 

To  this  Mr.  Whitbread  answered ;  "  The 
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V  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says,  that 
*'  it  is  the  intention  of  these.  Petitioners  to 
"  insult  this  House  ;  I  say  that  the  view 
*'  which  the  Right  Honourably  Gentleman 
*'  takes  of  that  subject,  is  erroneous— But 
'*  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  has 
^'  been  pleased  to  say,  that  I  speak  in 
"  bitter  language  of  the  dignity,  or  want  of 
«'  dignity  of  this  House— or  of  the  justice, 
*'  or  of  the  want  of  justice  of  this  House, 
*'  or  rather  of  the  criminal  injustice  of  this 
"  House. — I  s^y  these  words  are  necessary 
*^  for  rae  to  convey  the  idea  I  have  of  the 
"  want  of  dignity,  as  I  apprehend,  of  this 
"  House  ;  the  idea  I  have  of  the  want  of 
"  justice,  or  rather  criminal  injustice  of  th\s 
*'  House. — /  will  tell  the  House  qf  Comtnom, 
^  that,  to  the  dai/  of  my  death,  I 'will  fight  the 
"  cause  of  the  people  in  the  House  of  Cmnr 
"  mons,  against  the  House  qf  CJommons;  whqn 
«  thei/  do  not  give  due  attention  io  the  interest^ 
•'  of  tJie  people  ;  and  I  do  know  that  I  aqi 
**  speaking  the  language  of  truth,  as  I 
*'  feel  it,  when  I  speak  of  the  injustice  of 
"  the  House  of  Commons  ;  and  either  iq 
"  this  House,  or  out  of  it,  will  I  speak  it/' 

Mr.  Perceval  does  not  appear  to 

have  had  leisure,  upon  this  occasion,  to 
wipe  away  the  charge  tliat  Mr.  Maoocks 
p'cferred  against  him.  There  was  not  time^ 
doubtless.  But,  really,  there  is  one 
part  of  the  Honourable  Chancellor's 
speech,  which  is  eminently  calculated  tp 
^larm  one.  He  is*  reported  to  hare  put 
this  question  to  the  House  :  •'  When  they 
(the  discontented  petitioners)  ^'  aHect  to 
*'  adorn  us  witli  the  epithets  honourable  and 
"  respectable,  can  any  man  doubt,  that  they 
«'  mean  io  insult  us  r'  What !  Do  I  read 
right  ?  Do  I  see  what  I  read  ?  One  must 
take  care  what  one  is  about,  then,  Instdt 
conveyed  in  the  epithets  honourable  and 
respectable T  What!  what  is  one  to  do, 
then  ?  What  is  one  to  say  ?  If  this  is  the 
case  we  may  shut  up  the  book.  Honour- 
able and  respectable  necessarily  imply,  or 
mean,  something  degrading!  Why,  what 
should  make   any  man   think  so  r  What 

should   make  an}'  man    suspect   it? » 

There  is  no  ^uch  thing  as  explaining  this  ; 
and,  therefore,  I  will  proceed  to  a  remark 
or  two  that'  I  have  to  offer  upoii  the  de- 
claration of  the  City- Jobbers.  Their '"  dc^ 
claration,"  or  protest,  is  an  old  trick 
new-vamped.  They  themselves  are  som^ 
of  the  same  persons  who  composed  Pitt's 
Addresses;  and  fhey  were  all  the  imme- 
diate descendants  of  the  ahhorrers  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  H.  JBut,  unlucjjily  for 
the  success  of  tbejr  present  operations. 


they  have  not  the  meqns  <f  exckmg  alarm. 
There  is  no  revolution  going  on  m  Franc^; 
there  are  no  political  clubs  or  soriales  in 
Ettgland  ;  it  is  the  general  Qonnction  qf  the 
people  that  speaks ;  and  the  people  want 
*' nothing  iwto;"  no  revolution;  no  innor 
vation ;  nothing  btjt  the  well-known  laws 
and  constitution  of  England.  So  far  are 
those,  who  wish  for  reform,  fr#m  b«;aring 
any  regard  for,  or  partiality  towards,  the 
foreign  foe,  that  they  detest  him  as  9 
despot,  who  punishes  according  to  his  ab- 
solute will,  who  keeps  the  people  ia  awe 
by  a  military  force,  and  who  insults  them 
with  the  mockery  of  representation.  The 
Beroughm  ongers  and,  thei  r  h  1  rel  ings  wouid« 
I  dare  say,  give  their  eyes  for  a  plot 
But,  no  plet  will  they  find.  There  is  lui 
disposition  to  plot  or  conspire;    nor  is 

there  any  occasion  for  it, ^Wc  who 

call  for  reform  are  the  king's  best  subjecti, 
because  we  wbh  to  remove  every  thing 
that  is  unconstitutional,  and  thereby  to 
strengthen  the  throne.    In  the  report  of 
his  speech,  Mr.  Perceval  is  represented 
as  finding  fault  with  the  feeformers,  bor 
cause  they  '^  bestow  particular  praues  upm 
'*  the  throne."    What  next  ?    What  shall 
we  be  accused  of  next  ?    No :    it  is  not 
"  particular  prai^et"  that  we  have,  as  far 
as  I  remember,  bestowed  at  anytime  upon 
the  throne;  but,  we  have,  or  I,  at  least> 
have,  invariably  asserted  the  just  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  the  throne,  and  these 
I  know  to  be  absolutelynecessary  to  the 
safety  of  the  people.     Every  act  of  bo» 
rough-mougering;  every  act  by  which  the 
rights  of  *the  people  are  violated,  it  so 
much  done  against  the  throne  ;  and,  Xsay, 
and  always  shall  say,  that  the  king  and 
his  family  have  £^  strong,  and  8troiM{er> 
reasons  to  wish  for  Parliamentary  Reform 
than  any  of  the  people  have.^ — ^No  i  the 
city  jobbers  cannot  coi^jure  np  a  plot ;  and^ 
unless   they  do  that,  they  <io  nothing. 
They  cannot  again  cajole  the  .people iotoa 
belief,  that  there  is  danger  from  Jacohmif;d 
principles.     They  would,  had  not  z.Htik 
mitfortune  deprived  them  of  him,  have 
had  noble  assistance  from  John  Bowi^ks^ 
who  would  have  fought  harcl  for  a  r^Tiral 
of  the  Anti-Jacobin    trade  and  caOisff. 
But  even  John  would  not  have  sucoeedfA 
Common    Sense  has  resumed   its  sway* 
Buonaparte  has  made  a  Ou^n .  of.  the 
King's  eldest  daughter,  and  has  married  a 
daughter  of  our  ancient  and  faithful  ally* 
the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  king  of  tb$ 
Romans.    There  is,  therefore,  alasi  bo 
m^ani  of  (petting  up,  a^  jacQ^MiUC^) .  pJtoft) 
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^.xA  the  Cijbjr-Jobbors  and  ihehr  natural 
aiiies,  the  borough  mongers,  may  hang 
them^icives  in  despair.  It  is  necessary, 
howtver,  for  the  friends  o£  Reform,  to  be 
patient,  no(  to  sufier  themselves  to  be  irri- 
tated into  violence  of  asiy  sort,  being  as- 
•UE«d,  that  what  they  wish  for/inta^  come* 

1  have  taken  for  my  motto*  a  para^ 

graph  of  news,  respecting  the  surrounding 
of  London  wich  troops.  I  hope,  that  this 
is  not  true  ;  and,  indeed,  I  cannot  believe 
it  to  be  so.  I  havQ,  by  way  of  reminding 
the  ministers  of  the  inutility  of  employing 
troops  to  keep  down  popular  discohtant, 
quoted  a  passage  from  oar  own  history, 
u  is  a  measure  that  never  did  yet  succeed, 
and  i^d  J  earnestly  hope,  that  it  will  not 
now  be  attempted.  What  a  fine  figure,  in 
that  case,  would  this  nation  present  to  the 

world  ? Now,  now,  in  spite  of  all  that 

the  desperate  may  whisper  in  tbeir  ear, 
now,  OTOt  new,  is  the  time  fur  the  ministers 
to  close  with  the  people;  to  conciliate 
them ;  to  give  them  reasonable  satislac- 
tton;  to  hear  their  complaints  with  pati- 
ence and  with  kindness.  Thus  may  a 
world  of  (fXpeace  be  saved;  and  in  all 
human  probahiliiy,  very  great  and  lasting 
disb.ontents  prevented. 

W-.  COBBETT. 
fio^^f,  \OthMayy  1810, 

NARRATIVE, 
Rst^TXN,6  TO  Ma,  O'Connor. 
The  piiblic  will  not  haye  forgotten,  that, 
at  the  time  when  the  forcible  entry  was 
made  at  Sir  Francis  Bardett's  house ;  at 
the  time,  when  the  army  xoaa  called  forth  to 
acecutc  the  Warrant,  qf  the  Honomrabfe 
Haute;  at  the  time  when  the  soldiers,  in 
pursuance  of  this  object,  entered  Sir 
Francis's  dwelling,  forced'  this  true  Eng- 
Itshman's  Castle,  and,  with  moskete  load* 
ed,  bayonets  fixed,  swords  drawn,  and  the 
Qiaitch  at  the  touch- hole  of  the  canno^i, 
succeeded  in  forcing  him  to  a  prison ;  at 
that  time  Mil.  Roger  O'Connor  was  in 
Sir  Francises  house.— The  public,  or,  at 
least,,  that  part,  of  the  public,  who  have 
been^  for  ^e  last  fifteen  years,  in  the  h«A>it 
of  attend kig  to  political  matters,  know^ 
that  about  thirteen  years  ago,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'CoNNuR,  a  younger  brother  of  Mr. 
CConnor,  was  charged  with  treasonable 
deaigns ;  and,  after  some  vain  attempts  at 
prodacing  a  legal  conviction  of  him,  the 
gavemcnem  of-  Ireland  entered  into  a 
treaty,  with  him,  agreeing  to  drop  all  pro- 
ccedi3ag9  against  certain  of-  his  friends, 
■mltopQt  a-siop  to  th«  iporkiof  tbo  army 


against  the  people  to  whom  he  was  known 
to  be  attached,  upcm  condition  of  his 
giving  them  whatever  information  he 
might  possesH,  relative  to  the  views  and 
resources  of  the  people  in  insurrection,  and 
upon  the  iurther  condition  of  his  emigrat- 
ing to  any  country  not  at  war  with  Eng- 
land. In  consequence  of  this  treaty  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor  emigrated,  aud  i^,  at  this 
time,  understood  to  be  the  conductor  of  a 
celebrated  print,  called  the  Arotjs,  pub- 
lished at  Paris,  in  the  English  language  ; 
a  print  which,  it  is  supposed,  and,  perhaps, 
truly,  has  done,    and  is  doing,   a  peat 

deal  of  iqjury  to  this  country. When 

the  peculators  and  borough  mongers  and 
their  abettors  are  hard  pushed;  when 
they  are  driven  into  a  corner;  when  they 
have  no  delenct  to  off^r,  and  when  even 
their  arts. of  shuffling  and  lying  and  false 
swearing  and  canting. .fail  them;  when 
thus  hemmed  up,  they  have  (as  the  atten- 
tive observer  must  well  know)  always  re- 
course to  charges  against  those  who  are 
their  exposers ;  agaiast  those  from  whose 
powers  of  detection  and  exposure  they 
meet  with  annoyance.  These  Public 
Robbers,  like  private  robbers,  and,  indeed, 
like  real  criminals  of  every  sort  and  de- 
scription, alwrtys,  instead  ot  thinking  about 
their  own  defence,,  think  aboyt  nothing 
but  of  the  manner>  in  which  they  shall  at- 
tack the  wotivcs,  or  the  character,  or  both, 
of  th^ir  accusers.  They  do  nots^y  :  »'  the 
"  charges  preferred  against  us  are  false;'* 
they  dare  not  say  :  "  the  things  alledged 
'*  against  us  are  not  crimes*'  But,  unable 
to  d*ny  either  the  criminality  of  the  deeds 
or  thai  those  deeds  have  been  done  by 
them,  they  say  nothing  at  all  about  the 
charges  against  themselves,  but  fall  to  the 
preferring  of  charges  against  their  ac- 
cusers ;  charges,  too,  which  have  nothing 
in  common  with,  which  have  no  sort  of 
connection  with,  the  charges  preferred 
against  them,  and  which  they  do  not  at- 
tempt to  repel  only  because  they  cannot 

repel  them. In  default  of  ti^h,  they 

never  scruple  to  resort  to  ^/^^ooJ,  in  these 
their  charges;  but,  their  more  commoa 
way  is  to  make  up  that  sort  of  mixture  of 
both,  which,  when  applied  to  a  purpose 
like  that  here  spokien  of,  is  called  misrepre^ 
sentation,  and  which  is,  perhaps,  the  basest 

of  all  possible  modes  of  hostility. To 

this  mode  of  attack  the  Boroughmongers 
and  their  hirelings  had  recourse,  upon  the 
occasion  of  Sir  Francis's  Commitment  to 
the  Tower.  They  saw  him  in  prison : 
they  saw^  that  physical  force  had  prevail- 
ed oter  him.    This  they  wouldj^ave  likpd 
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well :  this  would  have  delighted  them:  this 
would  ba?e  flattered  their  guilty  souls 
with  a  promise  of  a  cessation,  at  least,  of 
those  deadly  hostilities,  which  Sir  Francis, 
at  the  head  of  the  people  of  England,  and 
of  the  whole  kingdom,  was  waging  against 
'them.  But,  they  saw ;  to  their  inexpres- 
sible mortification,  liiey  saw,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  soldiers  had  been  called  out; 
they  saw,  that  horse,  foot,  and  artillery 
had  been  marched  to  Loudon ;  they  saw 
that  it  required  an  army,  aye,  a  larger  armf 
than,  1  believe,  v>e  have  now  in  Spain  and  Por^ 
iugal,  to  take  the  unarmed  Sir  Francis 
\o  that  prison,  to  which  a  vote  of  the  Ho* 
nourable  House  had  doomed  him  ;  they 
saw,  that  it  required  THE  CO-OPERA- 
TION O?  THE  ARMY  to  enforce  the 
Orders  qfihe  Honourable  House  against  the 
avowed  and  well-known  enemy  of  injus- 
tice, cruelty,  corruption,  and  public  rob- 
bery. '  All  this  the  Borough  mongers  and 
their  hirelings  saw ;  all  this  they  kpew 
right  well  tne  nation  and  the  world 
wouUl  see  too;  4hey  were  fully  aware  of 
the  eifects  of  such  notorious  and  striking 
facts;  they  knew  well,  they,  felt,  they 
were  taught  by  instinct,  that,  in  minds 
ev^n  the  least  cultivated  and  accustomed 
to  reasoning,  the  right,  the  true,  the  ine- 
vitable, and  (to  them)  the  dangerous  con- 
clusion must  be  drawn  from  those  facts, 
and,  in  due  time,  be  acted  upon,  unless  the 
public  could,  by  some  extraordinary  ef- 
fort, be  instantly  misled  by  falshood,  or 

intimidated    by   alarm. Accordingly, 

soon  after  the  commitment  took  place  ; 
soon  after  the  Piccadilly  Expedition  had 
been  crowned  with  success,  the  Borough- 
mongering  crew  set  to  work,  in  their* 
vehicles  of  falshood.  First  ihey  would 
fain  have  persuaded  the  world,  that  it 
was  nothing  but  '*  a  contemptible  rabbli,*' 
who  opposed  the  imprisonment  of  Sir 
Francis  ;  but,  then,  there  was  tlie  army  ; 
there  were  the  cannons  planted  in  the 
streets  and  squares  ;  there  were  the  armed 
boats  brought  up  the  Thames  and  stationed 
opposite  the  Honourable  House.  There 
was  no  getting  rid  of  these  facts;  and,  un- 
less they  could  be, gotten  rid  of,  it  was, 
the  Borough  mongers  saw,  in  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  cheat  the  world  into  a  belief  that 
the  friends  of  Sir  Francis  were  "  a  con- 
"  temptibk  rabble," -^ — ^The  next  fetch  was 
to  accuse  the  friends  of  Sir  Francis  with 
violent  and  murderous  actions ;  with  firing 
off  pistols,  in  the  streets,  at  the  army ; 
and  with  having  formed  a  design  to  block 
up  the  ends  of  streeu  and  tumble  down 
the  bricks  and  tiles  upon  the  heads  of  the 


army.  If  this  had  been  true,  it  would  have 
afibrded  nothing  in  support  of  the  asser- 
tion of  the  friends  of  Sir  Francis  being  a 
"  contemptible  rabble;*'  but  it  was  note* 
'riously  false;  and  we  have  now  pretty 
good  proof  of  the'falshood  in  the  failure 
of  the  offer  of  500/.  to  bring  forth  any 
evidpnceof  a  transgression  of  the  law  hav- 
ing been  committed  by  the  people,  while  it 
has  been  proved  upon  the  oaths  of  two 
juries,  that  some  of  the  L^-Guards  did 
commit  tot^  ffitrrdfr  upon  two,  at  least, 
of  the  people.  There  is  no  getting  ovef 
this.  Soldiers  are  sent  to  aid  in  execut- 
ing an  Order  of  the  **  Representatwes  qfihe 
People ;"  and,  in  this  execution,  the  aaid 
soldiers  commit  murder  upon  the  people; 
while  it  has  not,  in  any  case,  been  proved, 
that  the  people,  though  some  of  them  were 
murdered  by  the  soldiers,  committed  any 

act  of  violence  upon  the  soldiers. What, 

then,  were  the  Boroughmongers  and  their 
hirelings  to  do?  Why,  xesort  to  their  okl 
expedient;  namely,  abuse,  defame,  vi- 
lify, the  persons,  by  whom  this  exposure 
bad  been  produced.  For  this  purpose  the 
accident  of  Mr.  O'Connor's  being  in  the 
house  of  Sir  Francis,  at  (he  tine  of  its 
being  broken  open,  was  eagerly  seised  on, 
particularly  by  on^  writer,  who,  in  bis 
conduct  upon  this  occasion,  has  discovered 
a  degree  of  malignity  and  of  cowardice 
rarely  to  be  met  with  even  in  the  crew 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  never  to  be 
found  in  any  other  description  of  men. 

^The  baseness  of  tliis  man's  attack 

upon  Mr.  O'Connor  is  truly  unspeakable. 
No  words  can  do  justice  to  it.  It  was 
not  merely  a  wanton  attack ;  Mr.  O'Con- 
nor was  not  only  an  unoffending  party  in 
this  case,  and^  it  was  not  only  attacking 
him  for  the  alledged  crimes  of  his  brother, 
since  he  Irft  thekuigdom,  as  well  as  while 
he  was  in  it.  In  addition  to  all  this  there 
was  the  reflection  that  the  assailant  was 
favoured  by  a  strong  popular  pr^udice,  ex- 
isting in  England,  against  the  very  wme 
of  O  Connor ;.  and»  the  assailant,  however 
deficient  in  point  of  understanding  and 
talent,  had  cunmng  enoijigh  to  perceive, 
that  this  prejudice  would,  in  some  degree, 
at  any  rate,  work  for  him  and  his  abo- 
minable cause. -^t— -There  was,  however* 
something  so  detestably  unjust  in  the  at- 
tack, that  very  few  persons  were  infiuenc- 
ed  by  it.  Detestation  was  the  feeling  that  it 
generally  excited ;  yet,  I  could  not  saiisiy 
myself  that  I  had  done  my  doty,  without 
bringing  the  case  of  Mr.  O'Connor  fully 
before  the  English  public;  and,  there<- 
fore,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  which,  I 
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begged  him  to  farniah  me  with  a  Naira- 
tire  of  what  had  passed  in  respect  to  accu- 
tationt  against  him  by  the  government, 
which  Narrative,  indeed,  I  was  the  nfore 
anxioas  to  possess,  from  having  heard  that 
]iberal*minded,  kind,  and  honest  man. 
Doctor  Lawrbnce,  say,  that  never  was 
treatment  more  unworthy  than  that  which 
this  very  Gentleman  had  received,  and, 
concerning  which  treatment,  the  Doctor 
sent  me  some  papers,  daring  the  admi- 
nistration of  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  Grenville. 
This  circumstance  naturally  save  a  spur 
to  the  other  motives,  which  led  me  to  de- 
sire to  possess  Mr.  O'Connor's  Narrative, 
which  having  obtained,  1  here  present  it 

to  my  readers  in  his  own  words, Upon 

reading  this  Narrative,  where  is  the  just 
man,  who  will  not  join  me  in  execrating 
the  recent  attempt  to  excite,  to  renew,  a 
suspicion  of  his  character  and   his  mo- 
tives ?  Well  may  he  set  out  with  observ- 
ing, that  the  people  of  England   know 
worse  than  nothing  qf^  Ireland.     But,  this  is 
Aot  strange:   "Divide  and  oppress/'  is 
an  old   maxim  ;  and,  it  would  be  strange 
indeed,  if  this  maxim  were  forgotten  by 
the  Boroughmongers  and  their  hii;e lings. 
Hence  the  never-ceasing  calumnies  upoir 
the  Irish  peopior    Who,  upon  observing 
the  manner,  in  which  Mr.  O'Connor  has 
been  spoken  of,  since  the  affair  of  Picca- 
dilly, would  not  imagine,  that  he  was  a 
low,  desperate  adventurer,  or,  at  least,  a  man 
Imn^'upon  Sir  Francis ;  a  sort  of  hireling 
patriot;  in  short,  a  man  almost  asdes- 
pioable  as  if  he  were  a  toot,  a  gulper  of 
false  oaths  under  a  Boroughmonger ;  al- 
most as  despicable  as  if  he  were  a  journey- 
man in  the  worll  of  corruption.     Yet  is 
Mr.  O'Connor  a  gentleman    of  ancient 
family  and  of  independent  fortune,  having 
his  possessions  in  lands,  being  one  of  the 
9omers  of  his  native  country,  and  having, 
of  course,  all  the  motives  that  a  man  can 
possibly  have  for  preventkig  that  country 
from  being,  robbed,  for  preventing  property 
fiom  being  taken  from  the  owners,  of  what- 
ever description  the  robbers  may  be,  or 
wnder  whatever  name  they  may  approach. 
• — ^With  this  prelace  I  ^hall  submit  the 
Narrative  t<^  my  readers,  beseeching  them 
to  reflect,  that  Irishmen  are  not  only  men 
•»  well  as  themselves,'  that  they  have  not 
o^^yfeeUngs  as  well  as  Englishmen ;  but 
that  Englishmen  possess  no  rights,  to  the 
enjpyment  of  which  Irishmen   are    not 
fidjy  entitled,  and  that,  to  deny  this  propo- 
sition is  to  declaims  open  war  against  the 
People  of  Ireland,  and  folly  to  justify 
every  act  that,  they  ha^e,  or  may,  comr 


mit  in  hostility  to  England;  a  denial, 
therefore,  which  no  one  but  a  traitor  to 
his  king  and  country  will  ever  attempt  to 
make. 

Mr.  O'Connor's  Narrative. 

"  From  a  desire  to  make  the  people  of 
England  acquainted  with  Ireland,  of 
which  they  know  worse  than  nothing,  re- 
ceiving as  they  do,  all  their  accounts 
through  the  medium  of  a  description  of 
persons,  in  the  constant  habit  of  calumni- 
ating that  people ;  and  from  a  wish  to 
give  the  people  of  England  the  means  of 
A)rming  a  judgment  between  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  (during  the  residence 
there  of  Lords  Camden  and  Comwallis) 
and  me,  it  cannot,  especially  at  this  mo- 
ment, be  thought  obtrusive  in  me  to  lay 
before  a  just,  but  prejudiced  pu^^lic,  a 
faithful  Narrative  of  those  focts,  which 
took  place  in  my  particular,  commencing 
on  the  S^7th  of  December  17U6,  and  end* 
ing  on  the  Sth  of  May,  1803 ;  a  space  of 
nearly  seven  years,  during  the  whole  of 
which  time,  a  continued  fire  of  persecu* 
tion  was  kept  up  at  me.  Connor  Title, 
the  former  place  of  my  residence,  is  si- 
tuated about  14  miles  from  Bantry  Bay, 
where  a- French  fleet  made  its  appearance 
on  the  23d  of  December  1796.  To  op- 
pose a  landing  of  the  troops  on  board  thjs 
fleet,  about  5,000  of  the  Irish  Militia  had 
advanced  and  occupied  the  villages  about 
me.  For  the  manner  in  which  my  tenants, 
my  friends,  and  myself  treated  thfese  men, 
I  refer  to  the  panegyrics  in  the  houses  of 
parliament  in  England  and  Ireland  at  the 
time.  We  cheered  them  in  their  distress; 
we  administered  to  their  wants,  of  which 
they  bad  no  ordinary  share.— On  the 
27th  of  December  about  9  o'clock  at 
night,  such  |i  hideous  night  as  my  re- 
membrance cannot  parallel,  I  was  in- 
formed that  my  porter's  lodges  were  full 
of  soldiers,  in  quest  of  quarters.  I  went 
to  them.  They  were  in  a  sad  plight.  I 
found  them  to  be  two  companies  of  the 
Wexford  militia,  with  seven  pr  eight  of^ 
ficers.  Day  or  night,  rough  or  smooth, 
my  countrymen  were  welcome  to  me. — I 
had  then  a  large  house,  well  stored.  I 
was  in  the  midst  of  plenty  ;  full  of  happi- 
ness. I  brought  all  the  men  to  my  house. 
My  mind  has  no  register  of  the  time  they 
remained  with  me,  nor  what  I  did  for 
them.  My  tenants  were  very  good  to 
those  with  them.  My  friends',  (that  was 
the  whole  country  far  and  wide)  opened 
theic  doors  to  this  native  army;  let 
them  want  for  nothing ;  'and  even  when 
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the  terror  of  imrasion  had  subsidedi  mj 
tenants  and  myself  presented  the  poor 
fellows  with  the  billet-moiiey,  to  which 
we  were  intitled,  to  buy  them  shoes, 
and  stockings. — I  .did  my  utmost  to  make 
the  situation  of  the  officers  as  com&)rtable 
as  possible;  and  this  I  will  say,  that  I  re- 
ceived from  all,  more  thanks  than  w^re 
due,  and  experienced  their  gratitude  far 
exceeding  the  obligation.  I  learned  after- 
wards, that  these  officers,  (strangers  here- 
tofore to  me,)  had  been  directed  by  some 
agitators,  to  my  house,  in  the  expectation 
of  my  not  admitting  them,  which  was  the 
opinion  also  of  all  the  officers  in  that  army. 
I  dare  say,  such  of  them  as  live  at  this 
day,  will  acknowledge  that  they  received 
a  more  hearty  welcome  at  Connor-Ville, 
than  at  the  house  of  the  most  "  lor^aV' 
man  in  Ireland  ;  that  is,  the  man  that  has 
the  largest  pension,  or  most  lucrative  sine- 
cure, or  post  in  the  kingdom.  Whilst 
this  divisim  of  the  army  was  in  their  can- 
tonments, in  my  neighbourhood,  when 
the  men  lost  their  muskets,,  bayonets, 
and  ammunition,  which  frequently  hap- 
pened, they  came  to  me ;  I  had  the  things 
restored  to  them.  The  soldiers  became 
attached  to  me.  Long,  indeed  always, 
before  these  events,  I  had  been  an  object 
of  great  jealousy  and  hatred  ;.  I  had  ever 
been  in  the  habit  of  committing  a  crying 
sin  in  Ireland.  I  bad  borne  myself  so  to 
all  the  people,  that  they  were  greatly  at- 
tached to  me.  \  had  appointed  arbitra- 
tors  in,  every  parish,  through  an  immense 

*  district,  who  decided  all  controversies; 
the  occupation  of  the  petty-fogging  law- 
yer was  nearly  gone;  I  curbed  the 
rice  of  drunkenness ;  I  prevented  liots ; 
I  did  all  the  good  I  could.  It  wull 
not,  therefore,  surprize  any  person,  in 
the  least  conversant  with  the  character 
,  or  complexion  of  the  ruling  factions  in 
Ireland,  that  I  was  an  abomination  to 
them ;  and  when  to  these  vice8>  in  their 
eyes^the  thanks  of  the  poor  soldiers  were 
superadded,  my  crimes  were  not  to  be 
endured,  and  I  became  an  object  of  sus- 
picion and  distrust.— In  this  state  of  things 
(the  French  force  having  long  left  the 

'  Coast)  a  young  man  from  my  neigh- 
bourhood had  gone  in  the  beginning  of 
March  to  see  some  friends  of  his  at  Bantry« 
where  he  was  arrested  for  administering 
the  Oath  of  Union.  On  being  questioned, 
he  acknowledged,  that  he  had  received  it 
from  my ,  Steward,  a  lad  not  more  than  18 
years  of  age,  who  was  also  arrested ;  and 
both  were  conveyed  to  the  prisop  of 
Cork/  wbiere<  every  means -were  used  Uy 


extort  confessions  from  them  to  implicate 
me, — ^They  declared,  however,  that  I  was 
the  last  person  to  whom  ihey  would  dis- 
close any  thingof  the  kind. — Their  honesty 
and  persistance  in  truth  were  called  trea^ 
soato  their  country,  and  attachment  to 
me  ;  and  a  Council  was  called  together 
in  Dublin,  at  which  it  was  determined, 
that  1  was  very  dangcroiu,  and  a  warrant 
was.  issued  to  arrest  me  on  suspicum,  tiie 
act  of  Habeas  Corpus  being,  at  the  time, 
suspended. — The  secret,,  however,  was 
not  well  kept.  I  discovered  the  plot.  I 
lay  down  in  my  own  House  the  night  on 
which  I  knew  that  an  attempt  waa  to  be 
made  to  seize  on  me  by  a  large  detach*, 
ment  of  horse  (attended  by  lords,  esquires^ 
and  generals,  and  their  stall) ;  and  before 
they  had  marched  half  a  mile  from  their 
quarters,  1  was  (at  a  distance  of  12  miles) 
apprized  of  their  having'Set  out.  They  made  • 
their  search  for  me,  and  a  considerable 
depot  of  arms,  which  they  were  informed 
were  secreted  in  the  lefts  and  cellars  of 
my  house :  neither  were  there,  an4 
they  marched  back.  The  next  day  I 
wrote  to  the  Judge,  who  was  then  hold'^ 
ing  the  assizes  at  Cork,  saying,  that, "  if 
"  he  would  give  me  assurance  ^  a  TRIAL 
"  then^  for  any  thing  that  could  be  aU 
''  ledged  me,  I  would  go  to  him,  other* 
<'  wise  that  I  would  not  surrender."  Ai 
be  was  not  authorized  to  eive  me  the  as* 
su ranee  I  demanded,  and  as  I  preferred 
the.  liberty  of  the  common  air,  and  the 
use  of  my  own  limbs,  to  unlimited  impri* 
sonment,  I  stood  out,  till  the  latter  end  of 
April,  when  finding  my  health  somewhat 
hurt  from  the  manner  of  my  living;  par« 
ticularly  from  damp,  I  Id't  home  and  came 
to  England,  on  the  27  th  of  April,  where  I 
remained  till  the  middle  of  June,  when  i 
received  advice  *  from  home,  that  several 
of  my  tenants,  and  others  of  the  poor 
people  to  the  amount  of  51,  had  been 
flung  into  prison,  and  that  two  nnihappy 
men  had  been  ind»ced  to  swear  against 
them.  The  same  packet  also  contained  a 
proclamation,  -that  had  been  issued  by 
Lord  Camden  on  tbe.lVth  of  May  before 
inviting,  every  person  to  come  in  and 
surrender,  slnd  give  security  for  the  peace; 
on  an  asntrance  ^  being  no  further  gtioHomedi 
Very  happy  at  the  opportunity  this  pro* 
clamation  afibrded  me,  to  devebpe  the 
conspiracy  ag^st  the  people  in  prisooi 
and  to  aid  them  in  their  defence,  I  je» 
turned  to  Irelaiid/  surrendered  myself  at 
Mallow  to  Lord  Kinsate  and  sir  Janet 
Cotton,  on  theiulli  of  the  proclacnalida ; 
performed   the    terms  reqatred-  of-  mai 
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which  was  to  giTe  bail  to  be  of  tb«  peace 
for  seven  jeais,  of  all  which  I  apprized 
Lord  Camden  and  his  secretary^  and  Mr. 
PeJham,  now  Lord  Chich^ter,  the  1 8th 
of  June.  From  Mallow  I  went  home  on  the 
i^h  of  July ;  and,  on  the  14th  was  ar- 
rested by  Brigadier  Gen.  Eyre  Coote,  at 
his  cam  p,  xvhither  he  had  irwited  mc.  Before 
he  detained  me,  he  looked  for  greater  cer- 
tainty, into*  his  orderly  book,  and  there 
found,  as  be  said,  an  order  dated  the  1st 
of  July  to  arrest  me.  On  his  having  done 
10,  he  was  at  a  los'i  what  to  do  with  me, 
and  attended  me  to  Bandon,  where  J  was 
to  remain  till  he  should  hear  from  Dub- 
lin. On  the  third  day  of  my  stay  in 
Bandon,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Pelham,  dated  in  Dublin  the  same  day  I 
was  arrested  al  ibe  camp  near  Bandon,  180 
niles  from  town,  saying,  that  Lord  Cam- 
den wished  much  to  see  me  in  Dublin, 
and  thttt,  if  1  would  comply,  I  might  de^ 
pend  upon  my  person  being  perfectly 
safe  from  arrest;  and  that  1  should  be 
permitted  to  return  home  immediately. 
inis  letlcr  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Coote, 
who  said,  that  as  government  did  not 
know  of  my  arrest^  at  the  time  Mr.  Pel- 
ham  wrote,  he  could  not  let  me  go  till  he 
received  an  answer  from  Dublin  to  his 
letter,  apprizing  the  government  of  my 
being  in  custody.  In  a  few  days  he  re- 
ceived his  orders,  which  were  to  send  a  mi- 
litary officer  to  attend  me,  and  Captain 
Roche  and  I  set  out  for  Dublin. — The 
Captain  had  a  sword,  and  he  had  on  his 
lash  and  gorget.  There  is  a  htgh  hill  be- 
tween Band(m  and  Cork;  we  alighted 
from  our  carriage  ;  it  is  a  place  of  ren- 
dezvous ;  some  20  or  30  carriers  were  as- 
sembled here  ;  they  had  not  seen  me 
since  my  return  from  England.  Captain 
Roche  first  saw  his  danger,  his  sword 
could  not  defend  him,  his -sash  and  gorget 
tould  not  protect  him.  I  perceived  the 
Workings  of  his  mind,  a  look  of  kindness 
from  me  to  him  would  save  his  life;  I 
luperadded  a  word  of  esteem.  Captain 
Roche  was  not  molested.  We  arrived  in 
Cork  that  evening,  where  we  halted  for 
the  night.  A  man  of  the  city  got  access 
to  me.  Cork  is  the  'place  of  my  nativity, 
I  have  friends  there ;  would  that  every 
man  could  say  the  same  where  he  is  best 
known  I  I  discovered,  that  it  was  intended 
to  oflfer  violence  to  Captain  Roche,  I  pre- 
vented it.  J  took  him  in  sqfety  to  Dtwlin. 
On  our  way  we  called  at  the  camp  at 
Ardfinnfen,  where  the  Wexford  Militia 
lay.  All  the  officers  requested  of  capt. 
Roche  to  tell  Lord  Camdeiv  the  services  I 


rendered  them«  and  the  thanks  they  owed 
me.  We  arrived  in  Dublin,  and  saw  Lord 
Chichester,  who  liberated  me  from  arrest, 
and  wrote  to  Mr.  Coote  that  I  was  not  to 
be  molested  again.  I  returned  home, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  September,  I  went 
to  the  assizes  of  Cwk  for  the  purpose 'of 
defending  my  tenants  against  the  con- 
spiracy before  mentioned.  I  sent  them 
all  to  their  homes,  and  prosecuted  the 
witnesses,  who  were  both  'transported  for 
perjury,  to  Bot(my  Bay.  I  now  hoped  to 
enjoy  with  my  family,  that  peace,  to 
which  innocence  has  always  right  to  ex-^ 
pect.  I  was  cruelly  deceived.  An  un- 
signed, unswom-to  paper,  was  sent  up  to 
the  Grand  Jury,  on  the  17th  day  or  the 
assize?,  when  two  of  the  judges  had  left  the 
County,  and  a  bill  of  indiciment  was  found 
against  me,/or  High  Treason,  On  this  paper 
I  was  arrested,  and  flung  ipto  prison,  where 
wi  a  dungeon  nine  feet  square,  filthy  beyond 
description,  I  lay  rotting  for  seven  months, 
never  having  felt  the  influence  of  the  sun, 
nor  breathed  on  by  the  air,  during  th* 
whole  time ;  at  the  end  of  which,  I  was 
conveyed  from  this  dungeon  to  the  court 
to  go  through  "  a  trial''  upon  charges  of 
every  species  of  Treason  and  Rebellion. 
Two  witnesses  were  brought  up,  under  a 
strong  military  guard.  They  were  swoirn. 
What  did  they  depose  ?  That  they  knem 
nothing  qf  me;  that  one  of  these  [rapers 
was  written  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
witnesses  ;  that,  when  it  was  read  to  him, 
he  declared  it  to  be  false,-  and  refused 
to  flwear  to  it ;  that  he  was  o£Pered  £,  300 
a  year  to  swear  to  it,  and  threatened  to  be 
instantly  shot,  if  he  persisted  in  his  refu- 
sal, and  he  did  persist.  The  other  witness 
swore,  that  what  was  called  his  informa- 
tion, was  all  written  down  without  con- 
sulting him ;  that,  when  he-  refused  to 
sign  it,  he  was  threatened  to  be  hanged ; 
and  that,  at  length,  he  was  prevailed  on 
to  put  his  name  to  it,  on  his  receiving  ah 
assurance,  that  it  never  was  to  appear, 
and  that  it  was  only  a  matter  of  form. — 
/  u'fls  acquitted  instantly.  All  the  people, 
all  the  military,  expressed  their  joy ;  the 
judge  trembled ;  he  was  seen  stretching 
out  his  imploring  arms  from  the  bench  to 
me,  in  the  dock,  amongst  robbers  and 
murderers ;  he  was  heard  to  cry  to  me 
for  mercy  to  protect  him  ;  and  1  did  pro- 
tect him :  not  a  hair  of  his  head  was 
touched.  On  my  being  released,  I  did  not 
return  even  to  my  house  ;  I  did  not  even 
take  one  day's  repose.  No  ;  my  beloved 
brother  was  a  prisoner  at  Maidstone ;  hm 
is  one  year  younger  than  I  am^we  wer* 
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reared  and  educated  together ;  n^ver  one 
day  or  night  apart  for  eighteen  years.  The 
thought  of  him  banished  every  other  idea 
from  my  mind  ;  1  set  off  to  him  that  very 
night ;  arrived  in  London  in  four  days,  as 
quickly  as  I  could  travel.  I  wrote  to  the 
Dirke  of  Portland  for  permission  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  my  brother  ;  I  received  his  an- 
swer, at  five  o'clock  next  morning,  bj/four 
king's  messengers  wiik  a  wairnnt  to  arrest 
tne ;  and  from  my  bed  was  I  taken  to  the  ' 
house  of  Mr.  Sylvester,  and  that  evening 
was  I  taken  oft  for  Ireland*  We  landed 
about  ten  miles  from  Dublin^  at  night ;  I 
saved  Mr.  Sylvester  and  the  Bow  Street 
Constable,  my  companion,  from  a  watery 
grave,  and  conducted  them  safe  to  Dublin, 
where  we  arrived  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  I  now,  for  the  first  time  since  I 
left  London,  lay  down,  and  bad  not  been  in 
my  bed  more  than  three  hours,  when  Mr. 
Sylvester  awaked  me,  to  tell  me,  that  ano- 
ther, king'^  messenger  had,  that  moment, 
arrived  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  take 
fne  back  instantly  to  London,  This  was 
about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  about 
twelve,  Mr.  Sylvester  informed  me,  that 
Mr.  Cooke  desired  to  see  me  at  the 
castle.  Mark  the  instability  of  fortune. — 
Behold  O'Connor,  brought  by  a  constable 
to  have  the  liberty  of  being  admitted  to 
the  presence  of  Mr.  Edward  Cooke!  I 
did  see  him ;  the  interview  was  not  of 
long  duration  ;  the  conversation  was  not 
of  many  words ;  but  it  is  important.  I 
asked  him  the  meaning  of  these  proceed- 
ing; what  post-haste  treason  I  had  com- 
mitted in  the  four  days  that  1  travelled 
from  Cork  to  London,  above  400  miles. 
Hear  his  answer,  "  We  do  not  pretend  to 
''  have  any  charge  against  you ;  but  we 
**  know  your  power,  and  suspect  your  in- 
"  clination;,  had  my  advice  been  takep, 
"  you  should  not  have  been  brought  to 
*'  trial  in  Cork.  My  opinion  was,  that 
"  you  should  have  been  kept  in  con- 
"  finement  under  the  suspension  pf  the 
'f  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  it  now  appears 
"I  was  right.'*  Well,  that  afternoon, 
about  two  o'clock,  I  was  obliged  to  set  off 
back  again  towards  London,  where  we 
arrived  on  the  fourth  morning,  having 
been  forced  to  perform  journies  of  nearly 
1,200  miles,  and  cross  the  Irish  sea  three 
times^  in  thirteen  days  and  nights,  during 
the  whole  of  which  tim^  I  never  was  per- 
mitted to  take  off  my  clothes,  nor  to  lay 
dQwn/or  more  than  itven  hours !  I  was  kept 
in  custody  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Sylvester  till 
my  brother's  acquittal  at  Maidstone,  when 
we  were  both  taken  to  Dublin,  where  we 


were  lodged  in  the  same  priion  room,  on 
the  2nd  of  June,  171>8.  In  July  a  special 
commission  was  opened  in  Dublin,  for  the 
trial  of  all  those  against  whoi*i  any  charges 
had  been  exhibited ;  amongst  whom  neither 
my  brother  nor  I  were.  Three  had  been  ^ 
executed.  Mr.  Byrne,  a  relation  of  the 
Marchioness  of  Buckingham,  was  con- 
demned, and'  was  to  be  eitecuted  on  the 
'2*Vih  of  July.  On  Sunday,  the  02nd, 
some  negociation  was  set  on  toot,  in  a  vray 
never  yet  ascertained,  between  the  go- 
vernment and  some  of  the  state  prisoners 
in  Dublin,  of  which  it  appears  that  neither 
my  brother  nor  I  had  any  intimation  till 
Tuesday,  when  Mr.  Dobbs  and  the  Sheriff 
of  Dublin  entered  our  apartment,  and 
shewed  ns  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  an 
acquiescence,  on  the  part  of  seventy-three 
of  the  prisoners,  to  give  information  of 
aity  arms,  ammunition,  and  plans  of  war- 
fare ;  and  to  emigrate,  on  condition  of  a 
general  amnesty,  and  of  pardon  for  Mr. 
Byrne,  who  was  to  die  that  day,  and  for 
Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  who  was,  at  that  mo- 
ment, on  his  ivi3\,tf  he  s\ioviT>:be  condaimed. 
My  brother  and  I  declined  entering  into 
any  agreement.  Mr.  Byrne  was  oraered 
for  instant  execution,  which  instantly  took 
place;  Mr.  Bjnd  was  to  die  on  the  Fri- 
day. We  heard  no  more  of  the  paper, 
till  Thursday  evening  late;  when  the 
same  Mr.  Dobbs,  accompanied  by  A&. 
Samuel  Nelson,  one  of  the  prisoners  from 
another  of  the  prisons,  came  to  that  where 
my  brother  and  I  lay.  All  the  prisoners 
were  called  together;  Mr.  Dobbs  pro- 
duced a  letter  he  had  just  received  from 
Mr.  Cooke,  stating,  *'  that  if  my  brother 
"  and  1  would  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the 
"  government,  by  which  we  should  engage 
"  to  give  every  information  in  our'  power 
''  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  Rebellion, 
"  and  parliculacly  our  relations  with  fi- 
**  reign\  states,  there  should  be  a  general 
"  amnesty,  Mr.  Bond  should  be  pardoned, 
*'  and  we  should  be  permitted  tp  emigrate 
"*  to  any  country  not  at  war^ith  England ; 
"  but  that,  if  we  persisted  in  our  refusal, 
"  miiitary.commissions  should  be  issued  to 
"  the  north  for  the  trial  of  the  prisoners 
'*  there,  the  courts  should  proceed  in  DubUm, 
''and  the  yeomanry  should  .remain  on 
"  active  duty  /"  We  both  refused.  Wc 
snid,  if'tliere  are  any  cfiargcs  against  us,  pro- 
ceed upon  them.  Why  proceed  against 
others,  because  we -will  not  enter  into  any 
negociation  ?  We  went  to  our  own  room, 
whither  Mr.  Dobbs  presently  came.  He 
represented  to  us  the  dreadful  scenes  of 
slaughter    and    devastation   that    would 
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follow  close  upon  our  declaration.  It 
appears,  that  my  brother  was  influ- 
enced by  tl^ese  considerations>  and  to  save 
an  unarmed  people,  he  consented  to  sacri« 
fice  himself;  but  1  heard  these  such  pro- 
posals and  threats  with  a  very  different  ear. 
My  answ«r  was,  thai  I  set  at  defiance  all 
their  machineuions  i  that  I  was  ready  to 
meet  a/of  diargt  that  could  he  brought  against 
me;  bat  that  I  never  would  enter  into  any 
agreement  with  the  Castle  of  Dublin 
during  my  life.  Nothing  now  was  left 
unattempted  to  induce  rae^  by  very  fiiir 
promises,  or  to  intimidate  me  by  the  most 
alarming  threats,  to  sign  this  agreement. 
All  xvere  unavailing,  A t  length  Mr.  Mabs- 
DEN  came»  as  if  secretljf  and  as  a  friend,  to 
let  me  know  what,  ^^  chance,  he  had  heard 
at  the  Castle.  That  it  was  determined  to 
seize  my  ettate,  if  I  did  not  comply.— My 
answer  was,  that  I  was  prepared  against 
every  thing^  That  I  was  absolute  never  to 
comply.  In  consequence  of  which,  orders 
were  dispatched  to  the  officer  command- 
ing at  Bandon,  to  send  detachments  of 
horse  and  foot  to  take  possession  of  my 
house,  which  they  did,  to  the  amount  of 
between  2  and  300  men ;  They  expelled 
four  qfmy  infant  children,  and  my  servants ; 
the  officers  broke  open  my  cellars,  drank 
all  my  wine ;  they  ordered  the  men  to 
kill  my  sheep  ^nd  oxen,  on  which  the 
whole  party  subsisted}  they  converted 
my  iron  gates  into  shoes  for  their  horses ; 
They  made  firing  of  windows,  doors,  and 
frames  of  the  house  and.  offices;  burned 
all  my  farming  utemdls ;  destroyed  my 
gardens^and  the  wall  trees,  the  hot-house, 
green-house,  and  all  the  plants;  turned 
all  their  horses  out  into  young  plantations, 
which  were  all  ruined ;  stole  every  thing 
moveable ;  and  comihitted  every  species 
of  devastation  for  eight  or  nine  weeks 
that  they  remained  there ;  For  which  I 
never  received  one  penny  as  remunera- 
tion, from  that  day  to  this.  After  this 
visitation,  it  was  again  demanded  of  me 
to  sign  thepctptr.  My  answer  was  always 
the  same,  Slill  was  I  kept  a  prisoner  ; 
and  when  those  who  had  entered  into  the 
agreement  were  sent  to  Scotland,  I  was 
forced  by  Justice  Atkinson  and  a  company 
of  Buckinghamshire  Militia,  at  the  very 
point  of  the  bayonet,  into  a  coach,  convey- 
ed on  board  a  tender,  and  conducted  to 
Fort  (jreorge,  in  which  military  garrison 
I  was  kept  for  a  year  and  ten  months,  where 
by.  the  lenient  treatment  I  received,  I  lost 
the  use  of  my  limbs,  and  was  reduced  to 
the  very  verge  of  life ;  at  the  end  of  which 
time  I  was  brought  to  London,  and  w 


GO  on  the  2Uh  January  180],  upon  a 
dreadful  recognizance  to  some  immense 
amount,  not  to  return  to  hdand,  aud  to  re- 
side in  such  part  of  England  a?  the  kmg 
of  England  should,  from  time  to  time,  ap- 
point (aud  Middlesex  was  named)  during 
tiie  then  war,  I  took  a  house  at  South gate 
in  Middlesex,  where  I  resided  fur  half  a 
year ;  but  having  no  land  there,  f  looked 
out  for  a  place  with  land,  to.occupy  my 
time.  I  found  one  to  suit  me  at  EUtree. 
As  I  was  a  stranger  and  as  the  rent . 
amounted  to  «£.  600  a  year,  I  applied  to 
my  old  friend  and  companion  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  who  immediately  became  my  se- 
curity. There  I  lived  for  one  year/when, 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  taking  place,  I. was 
desirous  of  returning  to  my  own  country, 
and  applied  to  Sir  Richard  Ford,  the  ma- 
gistrate, before  whom  I  acknowledged 
the  recognizance,  to  get  it  up.  In  vain. 
After  many  fruitless  eflbrts,  he,  at  length, 
informed  me,  that  it  was  determined  never 
to  give  it  up,  as  long  as  I  retained  the 
power  qf  living  in  the  South  of  Ireland.  I 
judged  it  better  to  part  with  CoNNoa 
ViLLE  than  be  shut  out  from  my  country. 
I  got  A  LICENSE  to  go  to  Ireland,  and, 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1803,  I  let  a  tease  for 
ever  qf  tKe  place  cf  my  earliest  days.  Where- 
upon, I  ffot  up  my  recognizance  immedi- 
ately. I  purchased,  for  forty  thousand 
pounds,  from  Lord  WelUslcy,  the  Castle 
and  Estate  of  Duncan,  within  a  few  miles 
of  Dublin,  where  I  have  resided  with  my  fa- 
mily ever  since,  coming  over  occasionally 
to  visit  Sir  Francis  Burdett  and  a  few 
other  friends  in  England,  where,  though  t 
have  estates ;  I  have  never  been  known,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  interfere  in  any 
concerns  of  the  country.  I  never  attend- 
ed a  public  meeting  or  a  public  dinner  ; 
though  I  have  many  friends,  I  seldom 
associate  with  any  one  but  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  and  his  family. — My  fortune  is 
ample  ;  and,  neither  J  nor  any  one  of 
my  family,  ever  eat  one  morsel  that  uki9 
not  produced  from  our  oxvn  estates.  We 
never  received  any  of  the  people's  mo- 
ney, in  the  shape  of  pensions  and  places,, 
nor  was  any  man's  meal  or  comforts  ever 
diminished  by  one  of  us..  Surely,  then, 
I  must  be  a  most  disloyal  'Vraitor !  In 
fine,  many,  very  many,  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  love  me ;  the  Militia  was  at- 
tached to  me.  I  surrendered  on  ihe  so* 
lemn  faith  of  a  proclamatic^n,  which  faith, 
towards  me,  was  broken ;  I  protected 
Cap(.  Roche;  I  defended  the  Judge;  I 
saved  Mr.  Sylvester  and  the  Bow  Street 
Constable.    There  is  no  k'md  of  place  that 
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has  not  been  my  prison ;  my  own  house, 
camps,  guard -houses,  taverns  and  hotels; 
castles,  wherries,  packet-boats,  messen- 
ger's houses,  court  houses,  bridewells, 
state  prisons  (as  they  are  called,)  tenders, 
ffarrisons,  palaces;  and,  as  a  prisoner, 
nave  I  been  travelled  about  from  my  own 
house  in  the  south  to  Carrickfergus  in  the 
north  of  Ireland ;  from  the  western  ex- 
tremity of  Wales,  to  Maidstone,  nearly 
the  easiern  extremity  of  England ;  from 
Dublin  to  Fort  George  in  Scotland ; 
within  forty  miles  of  John  O* Grot's  house, 
to  London.  lit  mail  coaches^  hackney 
coaches,  post  carriages,  and  carts ;  on 
foot  and  on  horseback.  And  all  because 
(for  I  know  of  no  other  causo)  that,  ten 
years  before  the  French  Revolution,  I 
saw  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  Rfform  in 
the  Commons  in  Ireland,  which  was  ac- 
knowledged afterwards  by  the  factions  of 
England  and  Ireland  ;  and  because  1 
would  not  consent  to  a  legislative  Union, 
which  I   regarded  as  equally  ruinous  to 

both  parts  of  the  kingdom.-! On    the 

ijrhole,  then,  let  the  people  of  England, 
^naw  tkat  they  wre  in  possession  of  their  sober 
senses,  decide  between  my  accusers  and 
me :  whether  the  laws  were  infringed  by 
mb;  who  have  gone  through  every  ordeal, 
who  have  always  courted  investigation 
and  enquiry;  who  for  years  NEVER 
CEASED  TO  DEMAND  TRIAL;  or  by 
THEM,  who  sought  the  protection  of  a 
BILL  OF  INDEMXTTY,  passed  by  an 
assembly  of  which  they  themselves  made 

a  part.' Such,  reader,  is  the  political 

history,  such  are  ih^e  crimes  of  Mr.  O*  Con- 
nor: such  is  the  person,  to  have  had 
whom  in  his  house,  at  the  time  when  the 
army,  stormed  it,  was,  if  the  public  had 
been  still  fools  enough,  to  be  set  down  to  the 
account  of  Sir  Francis,  and  as  proof  pre- 
sumptive, at  least,  that  he  had  wicked  de- 
signs, designs  against  the  peace  and  safety 
of  the  country !  Reader,  if  you  be  an 
Englishman,  and  have  neither  job  nor 
contract  nor  place  nor  unmerited-pension 
nor  defalcation  in  your  accounts  with 
the  public  ;  in  short,  if  you  profit  from 
no  species  of  public  robbery,  say,  how 
should  you  like  to  be  treated  as  Mr. 
O'Connor  was  ?  How  should  j^oa  like  this 
sort  of  treatment  ?  How  should  you  like  to 
have  your  house,  your  gardens,  your  fields, 
your  plantations,  laid  waste  and  destroyed, 
as  his  were  !  How  should  you  like  to  be 
hurried    from  prison  to    prison  :  to    be 


thrown  into  dungeon  afber  dungeon;  and 
when  you  demttmedtrial,  refused  that  trial  ? 
Bur,  surely,  I  need  not  ask  tliese  questions. 
Well,  then,  is  rhere  to  be  no  feeling  for 
him,  because  he  is  an  Irisfmutn  f  Are  we 
ready  to  avow  this  to  the  Irish  people  ? 
I  trust  not ;  I  trust  that  we  shall  prove  to 
that  unfortunate  people,  that  we  feel  for 
them  as  for  ourselves;  that  we  are  as 
ready  to  resent  their  wrongs  as  we  are 
our  own ;  that,  in  a  word,  we  regard  them 
as  our  countrymen,  and  that  we  are  resolv- 
ed to  consider  their  enemies  as  tmr  enemies. 
This  is  the  way  to  produce  an  union  with 
Ireland  :  a  real  union  ;  an  union  of  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  the  whple  king- 
dom ;  and  this  sort  of  union  it  is  that  the 
Boroughmongersand  their  hirehngs  would 
wish  to  prevent.  Hitherto,  indeed,  they 
have  prevented  it.  They  have  never 
missed  an  opportunity  of  misrepresenting 
the  people  or  Ireland.  They  have  caused 
the  people  of  England  to  believe,  that 
those  of  Ireland  were  bent  upon  a  sur- 
render of  their  country  to  France,  and 
that  all  their  demands  relating  to  poli- 
tical and  civil  libert}',  were  tntre  pretences. 
What  evils  have  not  sprung  from  this 
accursed  source  !— I  beseech  the  reader 
to  consider,  that  it  is  not  in  nature,  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  should  not  hate  us, 
if  we  pei'sist  in  our  credence  to  these 
calumnies.  It  is,  on  all  hands,  agreed, 
that  Ireland  is  our  vulnerable  part.  Does 
it  not,  then,  become  us  to  strengthen  that 
part ;  to  use  all  the  means  in  our  power 
of  reining  the  good-will  of  the  Irish 
people,  and  to  induce  them  to  make  com- 
mon-cause with  us  aga'nst  the  common 
enemy  ?  And,  what  can  be  more  opposite 
to  this  than  reviving  the  memory  of  those 
cruel  times,  \o  which  Mr.  O'Connor's 
Narrative  refers  ;  than  tearing  the  skin 
from  the  hardly-healed  and  hardly-hid- 
den wound  !  What  he  has  said,  he  has 
been  compelled  to  say.  He  hiis  been  ci- 
lumniated  in  the  most  Foul  and  infamous 
manner.  To  remain  silent  might  have 
been  construed  into  a  consciousness  of 
guilt.  His  calumniators,  therefore,  arc 
answerable  for  the  revival  of  the  memory 
of  that,  which  he  wa?  willing  should  he 
forgotten,  and  which  nothing  but  borongh- 
mongeripg  malignity  cotild  have  induced 
any  one  to  attempt  to  revive. 

W-.  COBBBTT. 
Botley,May9,  1810. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Sir  Francis  Bcrdett  and  thi  Liveby. 
—The  Meeting  of  the  Livery  of  London 
•wa8  (at  page  7 16)  mentioned,  in  my  last 
Number.  The  Raoltuiaru  and  Petition, 
agreed  to  at  that  meeting,  will  be  found 
in  asubseqaent  page  of  this  present  Num- 
ber, foi lowed  by  an  account  of  the  proces- 
sion of  the  Livery,  and  by  the  Speech  of 
Sir  Ff anbis  to  them,  when  they,  with  Mr. 
Sheriff  Wood  at  their  heacf,  presented 
their  Resolution  of  Thanks  to  him  in  per- 
son, on  the  Esplanade,  in  the  Tower. 
Their  *  petition  to  the  Hanottrable  House 
was  rejected  ;  it  was  not  suffered  to  lie  on 
the  table  of  the  Honourable  House  ;  and, 
a  late  petition  of  theirs,  relative  to  the  ca^ 
lamitous  expedition  to  Walcheren,  was 
net  received  by  the  king;  the  Livery 
were  refused  the  honour  of  presenting  it 
to  the  king,  either  on  the  throne,  or  at  the 
ievee :  they  were, refused  the  honour  of 
coming  into  the  presence  of  the  king. 
Well !  They  have  not  been  refused  the 
honour  of  coming  into  the  presence  of  Sir 
Francis !  They  have  met  with  no  refusal 
there.  At  the  Tower  they  were  welcome. 
■The  manner  in  which  this  matter  was 
conducted  is  so  interesting  in  itself,  and 
may  be  of  so  much  consequence  in  the 
way  of  example,  that  I  have  inserted  the 
whiole  account  of  it,  as  published  in  the 
**  Alfred^  ©r  Westminster  Gazette," 
^here  I  find  it  given  in  the  fullest  man- 
aer,  and  where  the  Speech  of  Sir  Francis 
appears  to  have  been  inserted  the  raost- 
correctly. — —To  this  Speech  I  need  not 
call  the  attention  of  any  one,  it  having 
been  already  read  by  every  creature  in 
England,  capable  of  reading.  Neither 
need  I  point  out  any  particular  parts  of 
it  asworthy  of  remark,  the  whole  being 
too  plaia  to  be  misunderstood,  and  every 
word  being  of  importance  to  the  cause  of 
pobHc  liberty,  it  is  calculated  to  have  a 
great  and  lasting  effect;  and,  for  this, 
amongst  many  other  things,  we  have  to 
thank  the  present  ministers  and  those  who 
"  rally  rouad  them."  X«  1  was  reading 
|he  account   »t  the   procession    to    the 


Tower,  and  e^ecially  when  I  oaibe  to 
that  part,  where  a  description  is  given  of 
the  manner,  in  which  the  Livery  drew 
up^  on  the  Esplanade,  to  be  received  by 
Sir  Francis ;  when  1  figured  to  myself 
this  scene  of  the  audience  and  the 
speeches,  it  came  afresh  and  all  of  a  sud- 
den, across  my  mind,  how  wise  the  men 
must  have  been,  how  fit  to  rule  a  nation 
the  men  must  have  been,  who  were  the 

fi»t  cause  of  all  thi? ! ^There  can  be  no 

doubt,  that  the  proceedings  against  Sir 
Francis  were  intended  to  lower  him ;  to 
kumblehimi  to pidl  him  doivn;  and,  indeed, 
this  object  was  openly  avowed,  even  by 
those  who  voted  against  the  commitment 
to  the  Tower  and  for  the  reprimand. 
The  scheme  has  succeeded  to  admiration! 

The  public  will  not  have  forgottea 

the  celebrated  debate  of  Tuesday,  the 
loth  of  April ;  nor  wijl  they  hare  for- 
gotten the  effect,  which,  for  a  few  dayf, 
that  debate  produced.  Where  is  its  ef*» 
feet  noti;  f  Where  was  the  cfiect  of  that 
debate,  when  the  Livery  of  London  were 
presenting  their  address  to  Sir  Francis,  in 
the  Tower?  Mr.  Curwcn  and  Sir  John 
Anstruther  rally  round.  *'  His  Majesty's 
government ;"  and  the  Livery  <»f  London 
rally  round  Sir  Francis.  This  is  all  very 
na^tural ;  and  it  i»  JQst  as  it  should  be. 
There  is  great  difference  in  the  way  of 
thinking  ef  different  men  :  much  depends, 
upon  taste,  in  politics  as  well  as  in  other 
things;  but,  I  dare  say,  that,  if  Sir 
Francis  had  to  choose,  he  would  as  soon 
have  the  Livery  of  London  rally  rouml 
him,  as  he  would  have  Mr,  Curwen  and 

Sir  John  Anstruther. When  the  Livery 

and  Sir  Francis  were  upon  the  Esplanade^ 
in  the  Tower,  a  reflecting  looker-on 
would  have  been  apt  to  exclaim :  "  and 
''  all  this  is  the  work  of  Mr.  Lbthbridgs  { 
"  Mr.  Lethbridge  (who  would  ever  have 
"  thought  it !)  has  produced,  in  tlje  world, 
'' events  like  this!  Mr.  Lethbridge;  aye 
'*  Mr.  Lethbridge,  is  the  father  of  an  era  in 
"  our  history  1" Not  at  all.  Mr.  Leth- 
bridge is  as  innocent  of  the  whole  thing,  or 
of  any  part  of  it,  as  Mr.  Dudley  Ward  of 
Mr.  Robert  Wjird  or  Mr.  LyWleton  oip 
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Mr.  Lamb  or  Mr.  Barham  or  Mr.  Pen- 
sonby  or  Mr.  Wilberforcc  or  Mr.  Wind- 
ham or  Mr.  Adam  or  Sir  John  Ansiruther, 

late.  Judge  in  India. The  event  has 

arisen  out  of  the  system  of  govenvnent, 
i\ow  in  practice,  of  which  system  it  is  one 

of  the  natural  fruits. ^The   ministers 

plan  and  execute  the  calamitous^  the  death- 
dealing,  the  unspeakably  disgraceful  ex- 
pedition to  Walcheren.  The  Honourable 
House  resolve  to  haye  an  inquiry  into  the 
planning  and  prosecuting  of  that  expedi- 
tion, which  inquiry  the  ministry  oppose, 
but  which  is  finally  carried.  The  inquiry 
hfi'mg  about  to  begin,  Mr.  Yorke  avails 
himself  and  the  ministry  of  the  standing 
order  for  the  shutting  ol  people  out  of  the 
gallery,  by  which  means  the  evidence  is 
retarded  in  its  way  to  the  people,  and  the 
knowledge  of  the  speeches  and  questions 
of  the  several  members  is  wholly  kept 
from  them.  Mr.  Gale  Jones  says,  M 
print,  that  this  conduct  of  Mr.  Yorke  is 
«n  mUrage  on  public  fecHng,  Mr.  Yorke 
complains  of  this  to  the  House.  The 
Bouse  put  Mr.  Gale  Jones  in  Newgate  for 
havine  used  the  words.  In  a  day  or  two 
after  this,  Mr.  Yorke  receives,  from  the 
minister,  a  sinecure  plaee,  for  life,  of 
t,700/.  a  year,  to  be  paid  out  of  taxes 
raised  upon  the  people.  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett  publishes  an  argument  to  show  that 
the  House  has  wrongfully  imprisoned  Mr. 
Gale  Jones.  The  Hou'^e  order  Sk  Francis 
to  be  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  of  London. 
Troops,  an  army,  are  sent  to  aid  in  the 
execution  of  the  order.  The  Citizens  of 
London  go  in  form  to  the  Tower,  and 
thank  Sir  Francis  Burdett  for  his  conduct. 
Thus,  we  trace  back  the  cause  to  the 
Walcheren  Expedition.  But,  we  must 
not  stop  there.  The  cause  is  further  back. 
It  lies  in  that  system,  without  the  exist- 
ence of  which  the  ministers  never  would 
have  so  planned  and  «o  executed  that  or 
Uny  other  expedition. 

Lord    Cochrake's  Speech. The 

apeech  of  his  lordship,  made  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Navy  Eitimates,  on  the  11th 
instant,  is  worthy  of  particular  attention, 
and,  as  such,  I  shall  give  it  a  place  here, 
in  the  same  manner  as  I  did  the  speech  of 

the  Speaker  about  a  year  ago. His 

lordshjp  deals  in  facts;  and,  certainly, 
more  striking  facts  than  those  here  ex« 
hibited  to  the  public,  it  would  be  difficult 

to  collect  together. The  nation  grudges 

nothing  to  those  who  really  serve  it,  in 
wliaterer  department  it  may  be.  But  it 
does,  at  a  tinM  Hke  the  prenent^  grudge 


its  resources  to  sinecure  placemen  and 
pensioners,  who  have  never  performed 
any  services  at  all ;  and  who  ^o  hot, 
because  they  cannot,  pretend  to  have 
performed  any. ^Without  further  pre- 
face, I  insert  t£e  Speech,  which  will 
not  fail  to  speak Jbr  itself, 

"  Sir  ;  Indisposition  has  prevented  me 
from  submitting  to  the  consideration  of 
this  House,  those  matters  respecting  which 
I  had  given  notice,  and  the  same  cause 
has  disabled  me  from  paying  that  attention 
to  the  Navy  Estimate,  which  I  should 
have  done,  and  which  I  might  have  done« 
had  this  Estimate,  completed  in  Feb.  7, 
been  printed  and  delivered  to  us  in  proper 
time,  instead  of  a  few  days  ago,  for  which, 
however,  I  suppose,  there  was  some 
weighty  reason.  Notwithstanding  tbeso. 
disadrantages,  enough  will  probably  ap* 
pear,  to  shew  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and 
first,  as  to  the  manifest  iujustice  of  the  Pef^ 
sion  List. — >— An  Admiral,  worn  out  io 
the  Service,,i8  superannaated  At  41()/.  a 
year,  a  Captain  of  the  Navy  at  2\9Li 
while  the    Cleik  of   the    Ticket   Office 

retires  on  700/. The  Widow  of  Ad- 

miral  Sir  Andrew.  Mitchell  has  one  third 
of  the  allowance  to  the  widow  of  a  Cona- 
missioner  of  the  Nary. —Martha,  Wi- 
dow of  Admiral  Bourmaster,  75/.;  Mary 
Hammond,  a  Commissioner's  widow,  300  /. 
Elizabeth,  Widow  of  Captain  Blake, 
60  /. ;  Elizabeth,  Widow  of  Convnissionet 

Lane,   300/. Four  Daughters  of  the 

gallant  Captain  Courtenay,  12/.  10^. 
each ;  Daughter  of  Admiral  Sir  Andrew 
Mitchell,  iJ5/.;  Two- Daughter*  of  Ad- 
miral Epworth,  25/.  each;  Daughter  of 
Admiral  Keppel,  25/. ;  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  Mann,  who  was  killed  in 
action,  25  /. ;  four  Children  of  Admiral 
Moriarty,  25/.  each. Thus  13  daugh- 
ters of  Admirals  or  Captains,  severalof 
whose  Fathers  fell  in  the  Service  of  the 
Country,  receiTe  from  the  gratitude  of  the 
Nation  a  sum  Jess  than  Dame  Mary  Sax- 
ton,  the  Widow  of  a  Commissioner.— ~- 
This  Pension  List  is  not  formed  on  com- 
parative Rank  or  Merit,  length  of  ser- 
vices,  or  any  rational  principle,  but  ap« 
pears  to  be  dependant  on  Parliamentaiy 
influence  alone  ;  for  Lieutenant  Ellison^ 
who  lost  his  arm,  is  allowed  91  /.  55.;  and 
Captain  Johnson,  who  lost  hit  arm,  liaa 

only  4-5  /.  \2s,  6d, Lieutenant  Arden, 

who  lost  bis  arm,  has  91/.  5s,;  Lieu* 
tenant  Campbell,  lost  his  leg,  has  40  2.; 
and  poor  Lieutenant  Cbambers>  who  lost 
both  hift  legs^  has  only  80  /.  while  Sir  A. 
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S.  HadUQOnd  retires  on  },500L  per  ann. 

The  brave  sir  Samuel  Hood^  who  lost 

hisarm^  500/.;  while  the  late  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  retires,  in  full  health. 

with  a  Pension  of  1,500/. To  speak 

less  in  deteil,  32  Flag  Officers,  22  Cap- 
tains, 50  Lieutenants,  l%0  Masters,  36 
Surgeons,  23  Pursers,  91  Boatswains,  97 
Gunners,  202  Carpenters,  41  Cooks,  cost 
the  country,  4,028/.  less  than  the  Net- 
proceeds  of  the  Sinecures  of  Lord  Arden, 
20,358/.;   Camden,  20,586/.;   Bucking. 

ham,  20.693  /. All  the  Superannuated 

Admirals,  Captains  and  Lieutenants,  have 
fcut  1,0  J  2/.  more  than  Earl  Camden'sSine- 
cure, All  that  is  paid  to  all  the  wound- 
ed officers  of  the  British  Navy  and  to  the 
wives  and  children  of  those  dead  or 
killed  in  action,  does  not  amount,  by 
214/.,  to  as  much  as  Lord  Arden's  Si- 

necure   alone,  20,358/. ^What  is  paid 

to    the     mutilated    officers    themselves, 

11,408/.  16*.   is  but  half  as  much Is 

this  justice  ?  Is  .this  the  treatment  which 
the  Officers  of  the  Navy  deserve  at  the 
hands  of  those  who  call  themselves  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government?  does  the  Country 
know  of  this  injustice?  Will  this  too 
be  defended  >  If  I  express  myself  with 
warmth  I  trust  in  the  indulgence  of  the 
House ;  I  cannot  suppress  my  feelings. 
Should  thirty  one  Commissioners,  Commis- 
sioners wives,  and  clerks, have  3,899/. more 
among  th^m,  than  all  the  wounded  Officers 
of  the  Navy  of  England  ?  I  find,  upon 
examination,  that  the  Wellesleys  receive 
from  the  poblic  34,129/.,  a  sum  equal  to 
426  pair  of  Lieutenants'  legs,  calculated 
at  the  rate  of  allowance  for  Lieutenant 
Chambers'  leg. — Calculating  by  the  pen- 
sion for  Captain  Johnson's  arm,  viz. 
45/1,  Lord  Arden's  Sinecure  is  equal 
to  the  value  of  1022  Captain's  arms. 
— 7-The  Marquis  of  Buckingham's  Si- 
necure alone,  in  the  Net,  will  maintain 
the  whole  ordinary  Establishment  of 
the  Victualling  Departments  at  Chat- 
ham, Dover,  Gibraltar,  Sbeerness,  Downs, 
Heligoland,  Cork,  Malta,  Mediterranean, 
Cape    of  Good    Hope,   Rio  de  Janeiro, 

and    leave  l,46C/.  in  the  Treasury 

Two  of  these  comfortable  Sinecures,  would 
victual  the  officers  and  men  serving  in 
all  the  ships  in  Ordinary  in  Great  Bri- 
tain :  viz.  in   1 17  sail  of  the  Line,    105 

Frigates,  27  Sloops,  50  Hulks. ^Threc 

of  them  would  maintain  the  Dock  yard 
Establisbments  at  PorUmouth  and  Ply- 
moath;  and,  by  the  addition  of  a  ftw 
more^  would  amount  to  as  mncb  as  th« 


whole  Ordinary  Establishments  of  the 
Royal  Dock  Yards  at  Chatham,  Woolwich, 
Df  ptford,  and  Shecmess  ;  and  the  Sine- 
cures and  Offices  executed  wholly  by  de- 
puty would  more  than  maintain  the  Ordi- 
nary Establishment  of  all  the  Royal  Dock 
Yards  in  the  Kingdom.  Te  return  to 
this  Pension  List :  1  observe  that  Pensions 
given  by  the  Whigs  to  Commissioners, 
Clerks,  and  others,  whom.they  forced outto 
make  room  for  their  friends,  amounted  in  I S 
months,  to  about  1,508  /.  more  th^n  the  pre- 
sent administration  have,  by  this  list,  given 
away  in  nearly  three  years  that  have 
elapsed  since. -And  the  right  honoura- 
ble Gentleman,  (Mr.  Ponsonby,)  who,  . 
two  nights  ago  made  so  pathetic  an  ap- 
peal to  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of 
England  against  those  whom  he  was  pleased 
to  call  designing  men  and  demagogues, 
actually  receives  for  having  been  13 
months,  in  ofHce,  a  sum  equal'  to  nine 
Admirals,  who  have  spent  their  lives  ih 
the  service  of  their  Country  ;  three  times 
as  much  as  all  the  pensions  given  to 
all  the  daughters  and  children  of  the  Ad- 
mirals, Captains,  Lieutenants,  and  other 
Officers  who  have  died  in  indigent  circum- 
stances or  been  killed  in  the  service ! 
and  as  much  as  would  pay  the  Officers 
and  men  employed  in  the  fifteon  Hulks 

of  the   line    m  Ordinary, ^From    the 

minute  expences  noticed  in  this  £s« 
timate,  viz.  for  oiling  Clocks,  killing 
Rats,  and  keeping  Cats,  I  should  have 
supposed  that  great  care  was  taken  to 
have  it  very  correct.  It  was,  therefore, 
with  much  surprise,  I  found  the  name 
of  mv  worthy  and  respected  Grandmother, 
the  Widow  of  the  lale  Captain  Gilchrist 
of  the  Navy,  continued  on  the  list,  as  re- 
ceiving too/,  per  annum,  though  she 
ceased  to  exist  8  years  ago!— — I  shall 
dwell  BO  longer  on  this  subject  than  just  £o 
notice,  that  while  all  this  profuse  waste 
of  the  public  money  is  going  pn,  the 
Builders  in  our  Naval  Yards,  on  whose 
ability  and  attention  so  much  depends,  have 
only  720/.  per  annum  salary,  that  is  only 
20/.  more  than  a  retired  Clerk  of  the  Ticket 
Office.  The  petty  perquisite  of  a  Silver 
Cup,  given  to  them  when  they  launched, 
and  thereby  added  a  ship  to  the  British 
Navy,  Was  taken  from  them  as  a  saving  to 
the  Nation,  by  the  mischievous  and  con« 
temptible  Admiralty  of  1802.  Such  are 
the  pretended  savings,  by  which,  when 
any  are  made,  the  Country  is  doped.-  ■  ■ 
Were  there  a  prospect  of  success,  I  could 
point  ont  to  a  Committee  ^t  the  Hoom 
2  A  2 
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some  savings  worthy  attention.— The 
Canvas  Department  (though  by  no  means 
free)  yet,  least  supported  by  political  in- 
flaence,  is  probably,  that  in  which  the 
abuses  might  be  most  easily  corrected.  I 
will  undertake  to  prove  that,  by  adopting 
canVas  of  abetter  quality,  a  saving  equal 
to  one-fourth  of  the  British  Navy  may  be 
made — a  saving*  equal  to  the  additional 
income  tax  imposed  by  the  Whigs.  The 
remaining  three -fourths  of  the  ships  will 
be  more  effectual  thaii  the  whole,  their 
velocity  will  be  increased  upwards  of  half 
a  mile  in  seven  miles  ;  and  thus  every 
one  will  be  enabled  to  capture  those 
vessels  which  at  present  escape  from 
them  all;  as  beside  its  bad  quality,  the 
enemy  know  our  Ships  of  War  from 
foreign  Ships  by  the  colour  of  the  can- 
vas^ consequently  run  away  the  moment 
they  perceive  our  black  sails  rising  above 
Ihe  horizon ;  a  circumstance  to  which  they 

generally  owe  their  safety,  even  more 
lan  to  its  open  texture.  I  have  )>b- 
served  the  meridian  altitude  of  the  sun 
through  the  fore  topsail>  and  by  bringing 
it  to  the  horizon  through  the  foresail,  as- 
certained the  latitude  as  correctly  as  other- 
wise  I  could  have  done.  Any  man  who 
knows  black  from  white  can  distinguish 
the  diflference,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
colour  of  the  samples  which  I  now  shew 

you. ^This  (the  white)  is  used  by  the 

Spaniards,  Portuguese,  Dutch,  Russian, 
Danish,  American,  in  fact  by  all  ships 
except  ours.  The  difference  of  price  has 
been  stated  as  an  object,  (contemptible 
idea !)  The  paltry  increase  of  cost  will 
l^e  more  than  compensated  by  the  supe- 
rior wear  of  the  canvas,  independent  of  its 
strength,  on  which,  consequently,  depends 
the  safety  of  the  ship,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  lives  of  all  on  board.  I  shall, 
ixo  doubt»  hear  it  urged>  that  a  remedy  is 
about  to  be  applied;  and  so  it  has  been 
ever  since  I  can  rentember:  but  remedies 
and  redress  at  Public  Boards  are  sought 
m  rain ;  and  so  it  is  with  respect  to  the 
hardships  noticed  by  an  Honourable  Ad- 

«.  miral,  imposed  on  old  and  wounded  sailors 
by  the  Harbour  duty;  which  is  justly 
considered  by  them  as  oppressive  in  the 
highest  de^ree^  more  grievous  than  all 

V  the  other  hardships  to  which  they  are 
•ubject.-^hould  toe  latter  days  of  a  life, 
spent  in  the  service  of  the  Country,  be 

.   those  in  which  the  severest  duty  is  im- 

Eosod,  and  that  too,  when  wounds  and  in- 
rmitics  have  rendered  men  unequal  to 
the  ta^k?  One  person  who  contends  for 


its  continuance  says  it  is  a  laborious  duty, 
and   must  be  executed.     This  reason  is 
conclusive,  in  my  mind,  why  it  should 
not  be  imposed  on  those,  whose  infirmities 
have  rendered  them  unequal  to  the  task. 
No  good  con(jpct,  or  character  from  his 
Captain,  can,  under  the  present  system, 
free  an  old  seaman  from  this  misery.    I 
well  remember  the  sad  case  of  WiUiaoi 
Farley,  an  inflrm  petty  Officer  ;  a  man  of 
respectable   character,  in  my  own  ship^ 
who,  I  think,  had  been  in  13  general  ac- 
tions,   and    about    20  years  In  the  ser- 
vice;   he  was  sent  to  be  invalided,  tha^ 
by  a  change,  his  impaired  health  migb 
be  restored,  and  that  he  might  pass  his 
latter  days  in  peace. — He  was  condemned 
to  harbonr   duty,  but  obtained    leare  to 
return  to  his  ship.  Afler  a  time»  being  still 
unable  to  do  the  smallest  duty  in  the  ship, 
he  was  again  surveyed :  the  same  decision 
passed.     Whether  this  happened  a  third 
time,  I  do  not  recollect;  but  of  this  I  am 
certain,  that  he  died  on  board   off  Brest 
My  Gunner's  mate  (I  think  his  name  was 
Ford)   was  invalided  too  for  this  heart- 
breaking* service,  and  such  was  his  abhor- 
rence of  it,  that,  by   permission  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  he  procured  two 
substitutes,  who  cost  him  90/.  ^  sum  equal 
to  all  that  with  the  greatest  oeconomy  he 
could  save  in  ten  years  from  his  pay.     Is 
such  a  recompence  for  services  ?  If  meant 
as  a  benefit,  as  asserted  by  one  officer,  it 
should  be  optional  and  not  compulsive. 
If  grievances  exist,  they  should   be  ex* 
amined  into  and  redressed,  that  is  the 
mode  to    prevent  bad   consequences  or 
complaints.    We  have  heard  much  'aboot 
"  deluding"  the   public ;   an  unfounded 
statement  can  injure  only  the  individual 
who  makes  it.     These  subjects  are  wor- 
thy of  being  examined  by  a  Committee  of 
the  House,  or  a  deputation  ;  such  as  wai 
ordered    lately  to  Sombrero. — Althongli 
perhaps  ilot  immediately  arising  oat  of 
that  part  of  the  Naval  £stim§^\e^  which  is 
before  us,  I  may  be  pf  rmitt^d  to  ask  whj 
are  not  the  Ships  abroad  paid,  as  well  &s 
the  Army?   What  inconvenience  would 
result  ?  We  scruple  not  to  export  large 
sums  for  other  purposes,  less  beneficial  to 
the   Country  than   the   exertions  of  our 
Seamen,  whose    money  is  annuaHy  in- 
cluded in  the  Naval  Estimate,  althoasch  it 
is  not  paid  tp  them. — ^Xhe  Petty  Omcers 
and  Seamen  in  the  £ast  and  West  Indies, 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Med iterrancari^  Ame- 
rica, ia  fact,  every  where  abroad,  do  not 
receive  one  shilling  of  pay  until  tbey  an 
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perAitted  to  retani  to  England^  often 
after  aa  absence  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
'  years  \ — The  Boston's  crew^  who  formed 
one  half  of  ray  Ship's  Company,  joined 
the  Pallas  with  nine  years  pay  due,  al- 
though the  Boston  had  been  all  that  time 
within  about  fourteen  days  sail  of  £ng« 
land!  I  should  like  to  know  where  all' 
tins  money  is  lodged  ?" 

Now,  what  anstuer  will  be  given  to 
this?  What  will  Corruption  say  in* an* 
swertoit?  Why,  that  Lord  Cochrane  is 
"a  (kma^cgue;*'  and  wiii  coolly  add, 
that  if  we  do  not  like  thisi  we  must  kaoe 
Buonaparti.  This  is  what  the  corrupt 
will  say  in  answer  to  him.  They  cannot 
deny  the  facts ;  they  cannot  justify  any 
part'  6f  the  acts  j  but,  relying  upon  the 
cowardice  of  the  public,  they  will  brazen 
the  thing  out  in  the  manner  I  have  statbd. 

The  hirelings  of  corruption,  when 

you  driv6  then^  up  into  a  corner,  are  aU 
ways  8m*e  to  resort  to  their  old  threat 
about  Buonaparte.  They  fight  you,  first, 
ia  all  manner  of  ways.  They  scratch, 
kieky  bite  and  spit;  and,  when  nothing 
will  avail  ^  when  they  find  that  they  must 
go;  **  well,  then,"  say  they,  "  you  shall 
*'  have  Buonaparte  !  Ytm  shall  set  no- 
"  thing  by  the  change  at  any  rate.  '  Let 
imy  one  look  into  the  publications  of  the 
boroughmongers  and  of  their  hirelings, 
for  yeara  past,  luid  especially  since  the 
month  of  March,  1809,  wh9n  exposure 
became  more  efficient  than  theretofore, 
and  be  will  find  that  this  has  been  their 
conatant  practice.  And,  ¥ery  far  am  I 
firom  b^lievin^,  that  they  areno<  in  earnest. 
I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt>  that,  if  the 
letting  in  of  BuoAapart^  depended  upon 
them,  their  would  not  hesitate  a  moment 
ito  ia  him  in  rather  than  see  the  people  qf 
England  in  possession  qf  the  right  qf  cJufosiitg 
Jreefy  the  members  to  serve  in  the  parlitmrnnt. 
TJus  is  my  real  opinion,  and  it  long  has 
been  my  opinion.  The  sort  of  persods, 
whom  I  have  mentioned,  and  whom  the 
reader  need  not  have  more  fully  described, 
know  vyery  well,  that  they  cannot  exist 
out  of  corruption.  They  are  vermin  who 
mu6t  Hye  in  cortuption,  or  who  most  in- 
stantly die ;  and,  th^y  suppose,  not  with- 
out good  reason,  that  Btionaparte  would 
use  corruption,  and,  of  course,  that  he 
would  not  dislike  them.  No  love  of 
cmu/Ury  have  they.  They  love  the  good 
things  that  are  produced  in  it  by  the  la- 
bour of  others;  b«t,  as  to  the  indepen- 
dence, the  chtoacter,  the  renown  of  £ng- 
lanfl^aAd  m  to  the  liberties  asd  happi- 


ness of  thef  great  body  of  the  people,  they 
are    thoughts  which    never    enter   their 
minds.      Theirs,  is  a  dry  calculation  of 
pr<^  and  loss ;    and,  as  Buonaparte  would 
give  them  a  much  better  chance  of  gain 
than  they  would  have  under  a  change  such 
as  a  "demagogue"  like  L6rd  Cochrane 
would  introduce  if  he   could,  they   cer* 
tainly  would  prefer  the  former.     This  is 
something  well  worthy  of  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  good  and  sound  part  of 
the  nation.      The    miscreants,    who,   in 
Spain,  sold  themselves  to  Buonaparte,  and 
who  are  now  in  the  service  of  his  brother, 
were  not  less  loud   against  ''  demagogues 
"  and  anarchists"  than  the  borough-mon- 
gers and  their  hirelings  in  England  now 
are.     In  Spain  those  who  railed  against 
anarchists    were  the  very    first  to   johi 
the  foreign  invader;    nay    they    invited 
him   to  invade  their  country;   they  ao** 
tually  sold  it  to  him;    and  my  real  opi- 
nion is,  that    the    boroughmongers  and 
their  hirelings  would,  if  hard  pushed,  at" 
tempt  to  do  the  same  here,  though,  I  trust, 
that  any  such  attempt  would  be  frustrated. 
The  sum  of  what  I  think,  upon  this  sub- 
ject is  this:   that  the  boroughmongers, 
and  the  public- rd>ber3  of  every  size  and 
description,  if  they  saw  a   change  ap« 
proaching  that  lytnild  pui  an  end  to  their 
trade,  would,  if  tliey  had  it  in  their  power, 
gladly  make  a  bargain  with  Bdonapart^ 
and  betray  the  country  into  bis  hands, 
rather  than  see  that  change  take  place.— -*- 
Against  this,  therefore,  it  is  the  interest  of 
bothking  and  people  to  be  upon  theirguanl. 
Look  at  Spain.     There  is  an  awful  exam- 
ple for  us.     There  the  Robbets  saw,  that 
the  people  must  become  free ;  that  a  re- 
form in  the  government  must  take  place ; 
they  saw  no  way  of  avoiding  this,  which 
they  well  knew  would  put  an  end  to  their 
power  of  plundering,  and  might,  perhaps, 
compel  tnem  to  disgorge':  they  saw  no 
way  of  prolonging  the  reign  of  corruption 
other  than  that  of  betraying  the.  country 
into  the  hands  of  Buonaparte ;  and  this 
they  did.      The    same   has,    in  reality, 
though  not  in  a  manner  quite  so  open* 
been  done  in  other  countries.     There  has, 
every  where,  all  over  the  continent  of 
Europe,  been  a  struggle  between  the  peo- 
ple and  those  who  wronged  theih.    The 
people  have  complained  and  have  proved 
their  complaints  to  he  well-founded.  They 
have   been  answered  by  accusations  of 
disq/fection,  dislo^aUy,  Jacobinical  conspiracy, 
and  the  like.     TTie  people  have  become 
enraged   and   have   acted    accordingly. 
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They  have  been  dealt  with  as  insurgents, 
traitors,  and  rebels.  The  French  have 
approached,  and,  at  any  rate,  tendered 
the  people  a  change,  which  it  was  impos- 
sible should  be  for  the  wors6.  The  thing 
here  came  to  a  point :  the  dispute  was  re- 
duced to  the  simple  question,  whether  the 
people  should  hdiveth^ir grievances  redressed, 
or  the  country  should  be  delivertdup  to  the 
enemy ;  and;  in  every  case,  the  latter  has 
been  preferred.  This  is  the  true  cause  of 
the  successes  and  the  conquests  of  France. 
God  avert  the  eflfects  of  such  a  cause  from 
English  ground  ! 

Major  Cahtwbicht's  Pbtition. — On 
die  13th  instant  a  petition  was  presented 
to  the  Honourable  House,  by  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  on  the  behalf,  and  signed  with  the 
name  of  thi#  veteran  in  tht  cause  of  Eng- 
lish liberty.  It  was  not  suffered  to  He  on 
the  Table;  that  is  to  say,  it  was  not  re- 
ceived. The  objections  made  to  it  by 
"Mr.  Perceval  (and  which  objections  were 
sanctioned  by  the  votes  of  a  very  decided 
majority  of  the  Honourable  House)  were, 
first  as  to  the  language,  and  next  as  to  the 
length,  of  the  petition.  He  said,  that 
"  from  the  great  mass  of  matter  which 
*'  the  petition  contained,  he  had  selected 
**  one  or  two  passages,  which,  in  his  opi- 
'"  nioD,  rendered  it  unfit  for  the  House  to 
."  receive.  He  then  noticed  two  passages: 
«'  the  first,  in  which  the  HouhC  was  ac- 
»'  cuscd  of  a  '  flagrant  injustice,  past  en- 
**  '  dttrance,  as  an  outrage  upoti  an  Englisfi- 
**'man;'  and  the  other,  stating  that  'of 
*'  '  the  illegality  qf  t/ieir  proceedings,  the 
'*  *  petitioner  conceived  there  could  be  but  one 
" '  opinion,*  For  these,  among  many 
-«'  others,  he  thought  the  Hou-jc  mustre- 
"ject  the  petition,  ifthrywcrc  not  con- 
"  tent  to  be  accused  of  *  flagrant  injustice, 
*' '  beyond  endurance,'  and  to  be  told  that 
«♦  there  could  be  '  but  one  opifdon  of  the 
*' '  illegality  qf  their  proceedings.'  He  also 
*'  noticed  tlie  extreme  length  of  the  paper 
"  from  a  single  individual,  not  as  an  ob- 
'Ejection  to  receiving  it,  but  to  shew 
"  inconvenient  it  would  be  to  load  how 
« their  Journals,  by   encouraging    such 

"folios.*^ Now,  as  to  the  language,  let 

us  see  what  it  was  that  the  Major  called 
'"-flagrant  injustice,  past  endurance,"  He 
is  speaking  of  the  memorable  transactions 

of  the  1 1th  and  1 2th  of  May,   1809. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1  Ith,  Mr.  Madocks 
itood  up  in  his  place,  and  accused  Mr. 
.Henry  WELLESLEY,  Lord  CASTLE- 
REAGH,  and  Mr.  SPENCER  PERCE- 
YAL  with  having  been  xioniremed  in  trqf" 


Jicking  m  seats  in  that  HonottrahU  House, 
The  Major  is  speaking  of  what  the  House 
did  upon  that  occasion  ;  he  is  speaking  of 
what  the  Honourable  House  did  when  that 
breach  of  privilege  was  oflfered  to  be 
proved  at  the  bar;  he  was  speaking  of 
what  the  Honourable  House  did  when 
proof  was  offered  of  that  breach  of  privi- 
lege, and  comparing  what  they  then  did 
with  what  they  have  now  done  in  the 
case  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett ;  and,  he  con- 
cluded by  saying,  that  the  Honourable 
House's  conduct  was  "flagrantly  tarjust  and 
'*past  endurance,**    Readei^,  was  this  true, 

or  was  it  not  ? But,  let  us,  more  fblly, 

renew  the  statement  of  the  transactions 
of  the  night  of  the  memorable  Hth  aud 
Itth  of  May,  in  the  blessed  year  of  Jubi- 
lee. They  are  fully  recorded  in  the 
XVth  Volume  of  the  Register,  at  page 
737,  and  the  following  ones;  but,  it  is 
good  to  restate  the  pith  of  them  here.— — 
There  were  395  members  present.  Mr. 
Mabocks  first  moved  to  have  read,  from 
the  Journals,  a,  resolution  passed  by  the 
House  in  the  year  1779,  and  which 
was  read  in  the  follotving  words  :-^— > 
"That -it  is  highfy  criminal  for  any  mi- 
"  nister  or  ministers,  or  any  other  servant 
"  of  the  crown  in^Sreat  Britain,  directly 
"  or  indirectly,  to  make  use  of  the  power 
"  of  his  office,  ija  order  to  inflnence  the 
"  election  of  members  of  parliament,  and 
'^  that  an  attempt  to  exercise  that  infla- 
"  ence  is  an  attack  upon  the  dignity,  the 
"  honour,  and  the  independence  of  par- 
''  liament,  an'  infringement  of  the  rights 
**  and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  an  at- 
*'  tempt  to  sap  the  basis  of  our  free  and 
"  happy  constitution.^' Here  it  was  de- 
clared ;  here  it  was  upon  the  Journals  of 
the  Honourable  House  ;  here  it  was  laid 
down  as  a  rule,  that  for  a  minister  or  ser- 
vant of  the  king  to  interfere  with  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  House,  was,  and 
should  be  considered  as,  an  '*  attack  opta 
"  the  dignity,  the  honour,  and  the  ind^pen" 
"  dence  of  parliament,  an  infringement  <^ 
"  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people, 
"  and  an  attempt  to  scq}  the  bsuis  qfour  free 

"  and  happy  constitution.** Well,  then, 

if  it  could  be  proved,  that  such  an  act  had 
been  committed,  could  any  one  have  be* 
lieved,  that  the  Honourable  House  wonki 

pass  the  thing  over  ? But,  us  If  the 

principle  had  not  been  clearly  enough  e»- 
tablished  by  this  Resolution;  or,  as  if 
thirty  years  was  too  loog  fbr  a  resolution  tm 
preserve  its  force,  Mr.  Madocks  appeaM 
to  a  reiolatktn  that  had  been  patted  hj 
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^the  Honoarable  House  only  1 C*  days  before, 
in  the  case  of  Lord  CatiUreagh,  who  had 
been  proyed  to  have  offered  a  Writership 
in  the  way  of  exchange,  or  swap,  as  the 
jockies  call  it,  for  a  seat  or  rote  in  the 
Honourable  House.  The  Resolution,  pass- 
ed upon  that  occasion,  was  in  the  following 

words  : "  That  while  it.was  thebounden 

"  duty  of  thai  House  to  maintain  at  all  tvitcs 
"  a  Jealous  guard  upon  its  purity,  and  not  to 
'^  suffer  any  attempt  upon  its  privileges  to 
"  pass  unnoticed,  the  attempt  in  the  pre- 
**  sent  instance  (that  of  Lord  Castlereagh 
"  and  Mr.  Reding)  not  having  been  car- 
'*  ried  into  effect,  that  House  did  not  think 
"  it  then  necessary  to  proceed  to  any  cri- 
"  minatory  Resolutions  respecting  the 
"  same." Now,  here  was  the  Honour- 
able House,  only  on  the  25th  of  April  pre- 
ceding; only  16  days  before,  solemnly 
declaring,  that  it  was  its  bounden  duty  to 
*fnitmtain,  at  all  times  a  jealous  watch  over  its 
purity :  and  declaring,  that  Lord  Castle- 
reagh was  not  proceeded  against  criminally^ 
only  because  he  had  not  cojnpleted  the  act 

be   attempted    to    commit. -This   the 

House,  in  formal  resolution  declared,  and 
placed  upon  its  Journals,  on  the  S3tb  of 
April,  preceding  the  day  when  Mr. 
Madocks  made  his  motion.  The  reason, 
indeed,  for  the  House  not  proceeding  to 
punishment  of  Lord  Castlereagh  is  such 
as,  perhaps,  never  was  heard  of  before  in 
the  world ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the  House, 
the  Honourable  House  did  solemnly  de- 
clare, that  it  was  its  bounden  duty  to  main" 
tain,  at  all  times,  9.  jealous  watch  over  its  pu- 
rity;  and  this  declaration  it  made  on  the 

25th  day  of  April. Very  well,  then, 

said  Mr.  Madocks.  I  will  put  these  reso- 
btions  and  declarations;  I  will  put  these 
solemnly- recorded  resolutions  to  the  test. 

On  the  1  Ith  of  May,  therefore,  he 

came  to  the  House,  agreeably  to  notice, 
and  rose  in  his  place  and  said  : — — "  I 
"  affirm,  then,  that  Mr.  Dick  pvrcltased  a 
"  Seat  in  the  House  qf  Commons  for  the  bo- 
"  rough  of  Cashel,  through  the  agency  of 
"  the  Honourable  Henry  Wellesley,  who 
"  acted  for,  and  on  bebalf  of,  the  Trea- 
"  sury  ;  that,  upon  a  recent  Question  of  the 
''  last  importance,  when  Mr.  Dick  had  de- 
"  ter mined  to  vote  according  to  his  con- 
**  science,  the  noble  lord,  Castlereagh,  did 
"  intimate  to  that  gentleman  the  necesity 
*'  of  either  his  voting  with  tJie  government, 
"  or  resigning  his  Seat  in  that  House ;  and 
"  that  Mr.  Dick,  sooner  than  vote  against 
"  principle,  did  make  choice  of  the  latter 
"  ^teroativc,  and  vacalt  his  s«at  accord- 


'*  ingly.  To  this  transaction  I  charge  tha 
"  right  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  rerce- 
"  val,  as  being  privy,  and  having  connived 
*'*at  it  This  I  will  engage  to  prove 
'*  by  witnesses  at  your  bar,  if  the  House 
"  will  give  me  leave  to  call  them."— 
What  did  the  Honourable  House  now 
do  ?  Mr.  Madocks  made  a  motion  for 
an  Inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  for  the 
calling  of  witnesses  to  prove  the  truth  of 
his  allegations.  How  did  the  Honourable 
House  dispose  of  that  motion  ?  Surely, 
they  called  witnesses  to  the  bar  ?  Surely 
after  their  resolution,  just  read  to  tbea 
by  their  clerks,  they  did  not  rrfuse  to  w- 
quiref  Yes,  they  did.  But,  upon  wluU 
ground  T  Why,  that  it  was  tiafiie  to  make  a 
stand  against  popular  encroachment !  To 
call  for  an  inquiry  into  the  selling  of  m 
seat  in  parliament  and  the  taking  qf  Me  seat 
back  because  the  holder  would  not  vote  as  they 
wished  him ;  to  call  for  inquiry  into  acts 
like  these,  alledged  against  the  king's 
ministers,  was  termed /)qptt/ar  encroachment; 
to  call  for  inquiry  into  charges  of  the 
most  serious  nature,  into  acts  which  the 
House  itself  had  solemnly  declared  to  be 
an  attack  upon  its  dignity,  its  honour,  and 
its  independence,  and  an  attempt  to  sap  thi 
basis  qfthe  constitution  ;  to  call  for,  to  aric 
for,  to  move  for  merely  an  inquiry  into 
acts  of  this  very  description  was,  by  the 
members  of  this  very  House,  denominated 
popular  encroachment,  and  to  make  a  stand 
against  which,  both  parties  joined.  Not 
a  word  was  said  in  the  way  of  denying  the 
efiarge.  Not  a  syllable  in  the  way  of 
doubting  the  truth  of  tlie  allegations.  But, 
instead  of  such  denial  ;  and  instead  of 
attempting  to  reconcile  the  proceeding 
with  the  solemn  resolutions  just  read  to 
them,  the  Honourable  House,  after  many 
of  its  members,  on  both  sides^  had  imputed 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Madocks  io  factious  m^ 
^/rc5,  determined,  310  to  85,  that  they 
would  SUFFER  NO  JNaUIRY  INTO 
THE  MATTfeR.  In  less  than  a  year  from 
that  day,  this  same  House  send  Mr. 
Gale  Jones  to  jail  for  having  said  that  an 
act  of  one  of  their  members  was  an  out' 
rage  upon  public  feeling ;  and;  with  the  aid 
of  the  army,  they  sent  Sir  Francis  Bur« 
dett  to  the  Tower  for  publishing  an  Ad- 
dress to  his  Constituents,  stating  his  rea- 
sons for  believing,  that  the  commitmeBt 
of  Mr.  Jones  w^  iliegal  ;  and,  at  the 
time  that  they  do  these  things,  Mr.  Hekry 
WELLEbLEir  IS  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Embassador  ;  this  Mr.  Henry  Wellesley, 
on«  of  the  persons  accused  by  Mr.  Ma* 
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docks,  is  the  rtpracntalwt  qf  the  king,  in 
Spain  ;  and  Mr.  Spencer  Perceval,  an- 
otlier  of  the  persons  accused  by  Mr.  Ma- 
docks  is  (by  promotion  sittec  the  accu- 
•ation)  become  the  king*8  prime  mi- 
nister, supported  and  approved  of  in  all 
his  measures,  not  excepting  the  Wal- 
cheren  expedition  and  sending  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  to  the  Tower,  by  a  de*- 
cided  Majority  qf  {he  Honourable  Home, 

Such  was  the  case;    such  is  a  plain 

statement  of  the  case,  to  which  Ma- 
jor Cartwright  refers  in  his  petition, 
and,  in  speakin|]^  of  which,  he  uses  the 
words  objected  to  by  Mr.  Perceval,  ob- 
jected to  by  that  very  same  Mr.  Perce- 
val, whom  Mr.  Madocks  accused,  and 
into  whose  conduct  the  House  refined  to 
iitqmre!  Whether  the  words  objected  to 
were  too  strongs  or  not  strong  enough,  I  shftli 
now  leave  the  reader  to  determine,  and 
add  a  remark  or  two  of  a  more  general 

mature The  right  qf  petition  makes  an 

article  in  the  Bill  qf  Rights,  and  which 
right  has  been  very  much  talked  of  in- 
deed. Great  importance  is  given  to  this 
right;  and,  though  ridiculed  by  Paine  in 
a  most  cutting  manner,  has  still  been  re- 
garded as  something  of  real  value  to  the 
people.  But,  if  this  new  doctrine  of  Mr. 
Perceval  becomes  current,  what  will  this 
right  be  good  for?  A  petition  may,  it 
seems,  be  rejected  on  account  of  its  being 
too  long ;  and>  of  course,  it  may  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  too  short.  It  may  be 
rejected  because  it  complains  of  theith 
justice  of  the  House  and  of  the  UlegaHty  of 
its  proceedings.  In  the  debate  upon  the 
petition  of  the  Livery  of  London,  Mr.  Per- 
ceval expressed  his  resolution  to  face  any 
discontented  petitioners.  So,  then,  the 
'*  right  qf  petition,"  it  seems  ;  this  famous 
right,  is,  at  last,  reduced  to  this ;  that  we 
have  a  lyght  to  express  our  contentedness  as 
ofteri  as  we  please;  and  that  we  have,  in 
aome  cased,  even  a  right  to  complain,  but 
only  in  such  languojge  and  at  such  length  as 
shaU  be  approved  qf  by  those,  qf  whose  acts  toe 
have  to  complain !  This  is  a  most  precious 
right,  indeed  !  In  short,  it  is  neither  more 
nor  less  than  the  "  right"  o(  crying! 

Action    against  the  Speaker. A 

debate  upon  the  subject  of  the  Speaker's 
pUading  to  the  action  brought  against  him 
by  Sir  Francis  Burdett  gave  rise  to  a 
speech  froto  Mr,  Ponsonby,  which  has 
very  clearly  proved,  that  there  is  no  dif- 
ference at  all  in  the  opinions  and  view  of 
the  two  sides  of  the  Honourable  House,  as 
to  this  grea\  public  question.    I  should 


not,  however,  have  mentioned  this  speech 
here,  had  it  not  been  for  the  purpose  of 
pointing  the  attention  of  my  readers  to 
the  answer  of  Publicola,  published  in  the 
Times  of  the  17th  instant,  and  inserted  in 

another  part    of   this  Number. It   is 

truly  gratifying,  at  a  crisis  like  the  pre- 
sent, to  see  a  man  like  Ix)Rd  EasKficE 
standing  forward  in  the  mannet  that  be 
has.  His  Speech  in  the  House  of  Lord? 
has  produced  a  wonderful  effect  on  the 
public  mind,  and  must  be  attended  with 
lasting  consequences  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. There  is,  perhaps,  if  we  con- 
sider his  Xordship's  connections,  and 
those  lies  which  naturally  bind  a  aaan  in 
a  similar  situation,  not  an  instance  to  be 
quoted,  in  which  a  part  more  truly  noble 
has,  been  acted. 

Counter  Declarations. ^There  is  a 

Counter- Declaration  on  foot,  I  perceive,  by 
certain  persons  in  Middlesex,  styiiag 
themselves  ^  Loyal  and  indiependtnt  Free- 

"  holders.'* A  most   humemrotis    ac- 

caunt  has  been  puMishefd  of  the  meeting, 
or  rather,  attempt  at  meeting,  of  these  ai- 
dependent  people,  the  truth  of  wlioae  de- 
claration will  be  easily  judged  of  from 
the  facts,  that  the  Chairman  is  fastened 
upon  the  country  M  a  pension  tf  300i,  a 
year.  The  signers  (about  30  or  40  in 
number)  are  strangers  to  me,  all  but  one, 
and  that  one,  named  JofiTN  GirroRD  (for« 
meriy  Green)  is  independent  enough  to  be 
?L  police  magistrate,  with  a  stdary  of  5O0L  a 
year  (I  believe  it  is)  held  during  pleasure. 
Whether  he  has  any  pension  now,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  1  know  not ;  but;  I  know  he 
had  such  pension  but  a  few  years  ago,  and 
1  make  no  doubt  that  he  has  it  still.  These 
are  pretty  good  specimens  of  the  tudepen- 
denceof  these  people  ;  and,  I  dare  say,  that 
their  loyalty  is  exactly  of  the  same  stamp. 
To  make  this  List  complete,  there  waiits 
nothing  but  the  name  of  John  Bowleg;  And 
on  it  that  name  would  have  been,  had  not 
the  little  accident  of  last  year  taken  place. 
"  The  Flemish  account  of  CommissioncTS 
Dutch."  But,  really,  John  is  wronged. 
He  is  just  as  good  as  any  other  one  of  the 
set.  They  are  all  as  &wa/and  as  mdependeni 
as  John  ;  and  not  a  bit  more  so.— —Now, 
these,  and  such  as  these,  are  the  enemies  of 
a  parliamentary  reform,  and  no  other  part 
of  the  people.  It  is  very  natural,  that  they 
should  be  so.  But,  if  it  be  natural,  that 
they  should  like  to  live  upon  us,  it  is,  on 
the  other  hand,  quite  as  natural  that  we 
should  like  to  shake  them  off  if  possible, 
and  as  sooa  as  possible,    No  man  likes  to 
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k^ep  another,  except  he  be  a  relation ;  and 
J  am  pretty  sure,  that  none  of  these  ab- 
korrers  arc  related  to  me.— —The  abhorrers 
would  gladly  conjure  up  a  Jacobin  Plot. 
Why  do  they  not  advertise  for  one  ?  There 
are  always  enterprizing  people  to  be  had, 
such  as  Mbubk  de  la  Touche  and  the 
Count  de  KoiLi^  of  whose  adventures  the 
French  have  given  us  so  whimsical  an  ac- 
count. This  is  a  desperate  case  this  total  ab- 
sence of  the  means  of  conjuring  up  a  con- 
spiracy.— — "  Alarming"  indeed !  What 
is  there  to  excite  alarm  in  the  conduct  of 
the  people  ?  What  are  the  "  dangeroui 
*'  principles''  that  have  been  broached  ? 
Is  it  dangerous  to  pray  for  the  adherence 
to  '*  Mmgna  Charta  and  the  Law  qf  the 
*'  Land  V*  Is  this  dangerous  ?  Sir  Fran- 
cis Burdett  asks  for  that  expressly  ;  and 
as  to  Rtform,  what  does  he  ask  for  but  that 
the  people  should  be  represented  in  parliament, 
and,  in  truth,  as  well,  as  in  words,  taxed 
by  their  aum  consent  f  What  do  the. people 
ask  for  other  than  that  which  the  Great 
Lord  Chatham,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr. 
Grey,  have  contended  to  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  the  total  annihilattOB  of 
the  liberties  of  England  ?  What  do  they  ask 
for  more  than  Lord  Erskine  now   declares 

to   be   necessary  to  our  salvation  ? 

It  is  a  fold  calumny  to  say,  that  the  peo- 
ple, who,  from  Penzance  to  Dover  and 
from  Weymouth  to  John  a'  Grot's  House 
are  exclaiming  **  Burdett  for  ever  !" 
it  is  a  foul  caluniny  to  say,  that  they  wish 
for  any  thing  injurious  to  the  dignity  of 
either  the  Crown  or  the  Parliament.  The 
present  ferment  has  arisen  out  of  no  plot  j 
out  of  no  combination  ;  out  o(  wxpremedi" 
toted  scheme-  It  has  arisen,  by  accident, 
out  of  the  Walcheren  expedition  and  the 
exclusion  of  the  people  firom  the  Gallery, 
during  the  Inquiry  into  the  planning  and 
conducting  of  that  fatal  measure.  That 
the  people  are  out  of  humour  with  the 
House  is  certain ;  but,  with  whom  did  the 
condemnation  of  the  conduct  of  that  House 
originate?  Why,  with  those  who  were 
defeated  in  the  divisions  in  the  House. 
With  those  who  called  the  ministers  the 
**  Demon  <f  England;'*  with  those  who 
said,  that,  if  the  House  continued  to  sup- 
port such  ministers,  "  the  greatest  calamity 
**  the  nation  could  endure  was  such  a  House 
**  of  Commons**  '  There  are  none  of  the 
Petitioners  who  have  gone  iliis  length. 
Why,  then,  are  the  people  to  be  blamed  ? 
— "  They  who,' '  said  Mr.  Burke,  addressing 
the  House  of  Commons,  *'  call  upon  you  to 
^^  belong  whfAly  to  the  people,  are  those 


"  who  wish  you  to  return  to  your  proper 
"  home  ;  to  the  sphere  of  your  duty,  to 
'^  the  post  of  your  honour,  to  the  mansion 
**  house  of  all  genuine,  serene,  and  solid 

"  satisfaction. Let  ps  free  ourselves  at 

"  once  from  every  thing  that  can  increase 
''  their  suspicions,  and  inflame  their  just 

"  resentment Let  the   Commons    in 

''  parliament  assembled,  be  one  and  the 
'*  same  thing  with  the  Commons  at  large. 

•* Let  us  give  a  faithful  pledge  to  the 

"  people  that  we  honour,  indeed,  the 
"  crown ;  but  that  we  belong  to  them  j 
**  that  wo  are  their  auxiliaries,  and  not 
'*  their  task-masters ;  the  fellow-labourera 
*'  in  the  same  vineyard,  not  lording  over 
'*  their  rights,  but  helpers  of  their  joy.** 

^The  same  advice  will  every  wise  man 

now  give.  The  people  do,  and  must, 
bear  heavy  burdens ;  and  it  is  right,  that 
every  thing  that  can  be  don^e,  shouhl  be 
done,  to  convince  them,  that  not  a  shilling 
of  their  money  is  taken  from  them  unne- 
cessarily. The  whole  of  the  discontents 
might  be  put  an  end  to  in  a  moment  by  a 
resolution,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  that 
they  would,  at  a  time  fixed,  take  into  their 
impartial  consideration  the  (question  qf  Re- 
form, This  done,  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity  for  the  miserable  tricks,  now  play- 
ing off  by  wretched  instruments,  such  as 
we  have  seen  assembling  in  dark  holes  in 
the  City  and  in  Middlesex,  whose  pro- 
ceedings cannot  fail  to  add  to  the  prevaiK 
ing  discontent  and  irritation. 

W-.  COBBETl'. 
Botley,May  17,  18 10. 
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June.  One  Part  will  appear,  with  th« 
greatest  regularity,  on  the  first  of  each 
succeeding  month.  Subscribers  who  pur- 
chase the  Work  in  Quarterly  Volumes  are 
respectfully  informed  that  the  Sixth  Vo- 
lume will  be,  ready  for  delivery  on  tlie 
first  of  June.  Of  the  Two  Hundred 
and  Forty-Two  Trials  or  Proceedings,  of 
which  the  first  six  Volumes  consist. 
One- Hundred  and  Ten  never  belore  came 
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List  of  the  Articles  contained  in  the  Sixth 
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Privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

To  the  Right  Hon,  Lord  Erskine: 

^  Nought  could  his  ftrmness  &bake,  nothiog  seduce 
His  seal,  still  active  for  the  common-wefel ; 
ffor  stormy  tyrants,  nor  corruption's  tools. 
Foul  Afinisters,  dark- working  by  the  force 
Of  secret-sappmg  gold.    All  their  rile  arts, 
Their  shamtfui  hoaoars,  their  perfidious  gifts, 
He  greatly  scorned.''  Thomson. 

My  LorDi — ^After  the  very  able  and  ani- 
mated speech  which  your  Lordship  de- 
livered in  the  House  of  Peers,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Privileges  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, I  did  not  expect  it  would  be  asserted 
by  any  one,  pretending  to  be  conversant 
in  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  hiscountry; 
that  the  Commons  have  power  to  dispense 
with  the  written  lawof  theland.  This,how- 
ever,  has  been  done,  and  by  a  Gentleman 
whose  name  and  reputation  are  by  no  means 
inconsiderable  in  the  political  world.  The 
Right  Honourable  George  Ponsonby  has 
told  the  House  of  Commons,  that  tliey  can 
imprison  the  subject  at  their  own  discre- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  Great  Charter  of 
King  John  ;  and  he  says,  that  no  Judge 
whatever,  under  any  circumstances,  has  a 
right  to  interfere  with  the  proceedings  of 
that  House.  From  the  marked  attention 
with  which  that  Gentleman'*  Speech  was 
received,  and  the  frequent  cheers  which 
were  given  from  both  sides  of  the  House, 
one  would  think  that  the  Commons  had 
made  him  their  principal  champion,  and 
that  they  were  willing  to  rest  their  cause, 
at  least  in  the  House,  on  his  authority. 
They  seem  to  have  been  of  opinion,  that 
if  the  power  for  which  they  contend  could 
be  defended  at  all,  Mr.  Ponsonby  waa  the 
;Ban  to  defend  it.  I  agree  with  the  Honour- 
able House>  that  if  their  privilege  to  im- 
prison a  subject  again gt  the  written  law  of 
the  land  could  have  been  defended,  thfe 
Right.  Hon.  Gentleman  would  have  de- 
fbad^  it  for  them— ^-* 

"  SI  Pergamadextra 
refendl  possQvt ;  etiam  hac  defensa  fuisBeou** 

But  the  defence  which  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  is  not  supportable ; 
and  that  it  is  not,  I  think  I  am  prepared 
to  shew,  in  a  few  remarks  which  I  beg  to 
aobmit  to  your  Lordship's  consideration, 
^nd  which,  without  farther  preface,  I  trust 
will  meet  with  your  courteous  reception. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  I  shall  observe, 
that  the  Parliament  of  this  Country  consists 
of  three  Estates ;  the  King,,  the  Lottis  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons, 
'f  hese  three  Estates,  united  together,  and 
considered  as  one  aggregate  body,  are  om- 


nipotent ;  that  is>  they  can  nitke  Law ;  and 
that  which  is  Law,  they  can  make  no  law ; 
but  taken  separately,  and  independently- 
one  of  another,  they  can  neither  make  nor 
unmake  lawfl  ;  for  the  consent  of  all  three 
is  required  to  every  act  to  bind  the  subject. 
This  is  the  true  Constitution  of  England  ; 
and  therefore  no  written  law  which  is  now 
in  existence,  can  be  repealed  otherwise 
than  by  the  concurrence  of  the  King,  the 
Lords,  and  the  Commons.  But  says  tty 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  we  (the  House  of 
Commons)  have  a  privilege  to  imprison  atid 
punish  at  our  own  discretion ;  we  do  not 
care  for  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  de- 
clares that  *'  no  man  shall  be  imprisoned 
or  put  to  death  without  the  intervention 
of  a  jury  :"  we  can  break  down  thai  bar- 
rier ;  nay,  we  will  break  it  dbwn,  and  when 
we  have  done  bo,  there  is  no  power  upon 
'earth  that  can  call  us  to  account :  we  are 
"  the  sole  jtidges  of  our  own  privileges — 
"  the  sole  judges  of  what  those  privileges 
"  are  ;  the  sole  judges  of  the  extent  (only 
"  observe,  my  Lord,  the  extent !)  to  which 
"  those  privileges  are  to  be  carried  ;  and 
**  the  sole  judges  of  the  manner  in  which 
"  such  privileges  ar^  to  be  exercised." 
And  are  we  reallj'  come  to  this  ?  Are  the 
people  of  England  blind  ?  Or  are  they  so 
imlrffcrent,  that  they  can  disregard  the  de- 
claration made  by  the  RSght  Hon.  Gentlo- 
mati,  that  the  House  of  Commons  alone 
(without  the  concurrence  of  the  King  and 
Lords)  are  omnipotent ;  that  there  is  no- 
thing but  what  they  can  do,  if  it  be  ealM 
by  the  name  of  Privilege ;  and  that  the 
Judges  of  the  land  are  estopped  fron  d^ 
daring  when  they  do  wrong  ?  Where  did 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  learn  this  law  ? 
Where  does  he  find  it  said,  thatthe  House 
of  Commons  alone  can  repeal  the  written 
law  of  the  land  ?  He  has  referred  to  my 
Lord  Coke :  he  ha^  cited  Sir  Matthew  Hale, 
be  has  favoured  us  with  extracts  from  Sir 
William  Blacfcstone ;  but  does  any  one  of 
those  writers  say,  clearly  and  distinctly, 
that  the  House  of  Commons  alone  can  do 
away  with  the  written  law  of  the  land ;  that 
they  can  confine  and  punish  the  subject  at 
theu"  own  discretion ;  in  short,  that  they 
can  do  any  thing  they  please,  and  that  no 
Court  of  Justice  in  thi,n  country  has  power 
to  judge  of  their  acts,  and  to  declare  when 
they  exceed  their  powers  ?  If  any  one,  or 
even  all,  of  those  fifreat  legal  Writera  should 
have  declared  these  things^,  I  would  tot 
pay  the  least  regard  to  them ;  for  I  know 
that  they  are  decidedly  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  our  Constitution  ',  and  I  can 
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never  forgel  wbat  my  Lord' Holt  (as  great 
a  lawyer  05  ever  livc4)  declared  upon 'the 
bench,  viz.  "  that  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
"  ment  b  from  the  law,  and  as  it  is  cit- 
"  cum^cribed  by  law,  so  it  may  be  exceed- 
*'  cd  ;  and  if  they  do  exceed  those  legal 
"  bounds  and  authority,  their  acts  are 
'*  wrongful,  and  cannot  be  justified  any 
"  more  than  the  acts  of  private  men." 
(1  Salk.  50^.)  The  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man must  have  been  aware  of  this  declara- 
tion of  the  learned  Judge  ;  but  as  it  differs 
from  his  sentiments,  he  wishes  to  cast  my 
Lord  Holt  in  the  back  ground,  by  calling 
him  singular  ;  but  that  he  was  not  quite 
so  singular  as  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
wishes  the  people  to  believe,  I  shall  shew, , 
when  I  come  tq  speak  of  the  authority 
which  the  Judges  have  to  interfere  in 
matters  of  Privilege  of  Parliament. 

The  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  asserts, 
that  '^  Privilege  of  Parliament  is  as  much 
''  leJt  ierra^  and  as  much  within  the  ex- 
^'  ception  of  Magna  Charta,  as  any  one 
V "  part  of    the   known  law  of  the   land 
*'  that  comes  witWn  its  exceptions."     To 
this  I  will  answer  that  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  is  completely  mistaken.     The 
House   of  Commons  had  no  jurisdiction 
whatever  till  several  years  after  the  mak- 
ing of  Magna  Charta.    My  Lord  Coke, 
indeed,  has  carried  the  antiquity  of  Par- 
liament much  higher  :    But  he  is  quite 
wrong,  for  the  first  writ  for  the  elation 
of  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses,  was 
in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Third— 
(Vide  Dug.  Sum.  Pari.  3.  Cot.  Abr.  Praef. 
13.  b.)     In  the  35th  year  of    Elizabeth, 
ann.  1592,  Sir  Edward  Coke  was  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he  then 
attempted  to  mislead  the  House  in  a  man* 
-ner  which  deserves  to  be  made  ki>own. 
*  He  talked  very  highly  of  the  antiquity  of 
Parliaments,  and  of  the  mode  of  holding 
Parliaments,  such  as  it  is  at  this  day  ;  and 
said  he  had  a  book,  which,  if  any  Mem- 
ber desired  to  see,  he  would  shew  it  him ; 
being  a  Precedent  of  a  Parliament  holden 
before  the  Conquest,  intiiled   *'  Modus  te- 
iwnfii  Parliamerutan;**  but  no  sooner  had 
he    extolled  its  antiquity,  authority   in 
print^  than  that  most  judicious,  industrious 
antiquary,  Mr.  John  Selden,  decried  it 
to  be  a  late  imposture  of  a  bold  fancy, 
not  exceeding  the  reign  of  King  Edward 
ni— (Titles  of  Honour,  p.  70»  to  721) : 
and  that  very   learned    divine,    Bishop 
Usher,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  W.  Hakewill,  of 
Lincoln's  Inn  (who  affirmed  he  had  seen 
10  exemplification  thereof  in  the  reign  of 


King  Henry  IV.  said  to  be  sent  by  King 
Henry  11.  into  Ireland)  conceived  it  to  bo 
a  mistake ;  and  that  this  Modtu  wa^  not  so 
ancient,  many  pregnant  evidences  of  its 
novelty  appearing  throughout  its  whole 
contexture.  To  these  I  will  add  the  ob-* 
servatlons  of  the  learned  and  industrious 
Mr.  Prynne,  namely,  that  'the  word  Par- 
liament was  not  in  use  m  the  Conqueror's 
reign  ;  ft)r,  says  he,  *^  that  word,  to  ex- 
pre.'iS  or  denote  a  Parliamentary  Great 
Council,  as  thi^  Modus  useth  it,  was  never 
used  in  any  of  the  ancient  Great  Councils, 
Synods,  Laws,  Canons,  Constitutions, 
Charters,  Patents,  Writs,  or  other  Records, 
nor  yet  in  any  of  our  old  Historians,  liv. 
ing  in  the  reigns  of  our  British,  Saxon, 
Danish  Kings,  before,  or  of  our  Normaa 
or  English  King*  after  the  Conquest,  till 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  UI.  j" — (vid« 
Pryn.  on  4th  Inst.  p.  5J.) ;  and,  therefore, 
he  is  very  nmch  dissatisfied  with  Sir  Ed- 
ward Coke  for  his  deception,  or  at  best 
his  miatalfe,  and  declares,  "  that  had  this 
been  the  mode  of  holding  Parliaments  in 
Edward  the  Confessor's  reign,  and  this 
Modus  shewn  to,  approved,  and  used  by 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  in  the  times 
of  his  successors  Kings  of  England,  as  its 
title  asserts  (which  certainly  was  added 
long  after  the  Conquest,  if  the  Modus  was 
before  it)  or  transcribed  in  a  parchment 
roll,  and  sent  into  Ireland  by  King  Henry 
11.  to  be. there  observed,  and  that,  no 
doubt,  by  the  advice  of  his  Judges,  it  is 
very  probable  some  of  our  historians, 
parliamentary  writs,  rolls,  records,  sta- 
tutes, law-books,  would  have  mentioned 
it ;  especially  Statham,,  Fitzherbert« 
Brooke,  Fortescue,  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  Ed- 
ward Vowel,  Holingshed,  and  Mr.  Camden, 
in  their  Titles  and  Discourses  of  Parlia- 
ments. But  ^adds  he)  iH)t  one  of  all  our 
ancient  historians,  parliament  writs,  rolls, 
records,  journals,  statutes,  law-books,  or 
writers  of  parliaments  I  have  perused, 
ever  made  the  least  mention  of  it,  before 
Sir  Edward  Coke  vouched  it  in  the  Par- 
liament of  35  Elizabeth,  when  he  was 
Speaker-"  (See  Pryn.  on  the  4th  Inal. 
p-6.  7. J  And  in  his  '*  Additional  Appen- 
dix of  Records,'^  (p.  1.)  he  tells  us,  that 
in  perqsing  Mr.  Agar'-s  Abridgment  of 
Placitacorum  Regc,  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
Receipts  of  the  King's  Exchequer,  he 
found  a^  the  end  of  his  Abridgment  and 
Table  to  the  Placiia  of  King.  Richard  II. 
this  Modus tencndi  Par liamentum,  transcrib- 
ed by  him,  out  of  a  manuscript  in  Sir  Robert 
Cotton's  Library,  as  relating  to  the  time  of 
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King  Richard  II.  and  containing  some 
passages  in  it  transcribed  oat  of  records 
m  his  reign.  Therefore  Mr.  Agar  thought 
that  its  highest  antiquity  exceeded  not. 
the  latter  end  of  King  Richard  II.'s  reign ; 
and  so  (says  Mr.  Prynne)  the  author's 
discourse  of  its  antiquity  and  authority 
will  proTe  but  a  mere  Utopian  fancy  of 
his  own  inrention. 

The  House  of  Commons  cannot,  there- 
ibre«  find  any  exception  in  the  Great 
Charter  to  warrant  thf*ir  violation  of  it. 
Mr.  Ponsonby  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
have  cead  enough'  upon  this  subject ;  he 
has  jdst  skimmed  the  surface,  but  has  not 
descended  to  the  bottom.  Having,  as  I 
trust,  shewn  that  the  House  of  Commons 
had  no  jurisdiction  till  after  the  Great 
Charter,  I  will  now  explain  in  what  man- 
ner they  originally  had  redress  for  what 
they  called  a  breach  of  privilege ;  and 
I  will  prove  that  they  proceeded  by  a 
Jary,  and  not  according  to  their  own  plea- 
sure. Mr.  Prynne,  whose  industry  and 
research  -were  most  indefatigable,  has  left 
us  a  copy  of  a  Record,  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  the  Second,  which  he  discovered. 
It  is  *'  Pat.  II.  R.  2.  pars  2.  m.  S  dorso. 
De  inquirendo'^— -concerning  an  eztraor-r 
dinary  forcible  riot  and  trespass  committed 
vpon  the  goods,  lands,  servants,  and  te- 
nants of  one  of  the  Knights  of  the  Shire 
for  Cumberland  while  he  was  sitting  in 
Parliament  under  the  King's  protection ; 
and  this  Writ  of  Inquiry  waa  issued  out  by 
the  King  upon  his  complaint  thereof  made 
unto  him.  The  Writ  is  too  long  for  me 
to  transcribe,  nor  is  it  necessary :  I  shall, 
however  cite  Mr.  Prynne's  observations 
upon  it.  ''  From  this  precedent,''  says  he, 
*'  it  is  obseirable,  first,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  in  that  age  assumed  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  themselves,  or  their  Committee  of 
Privileges,  to,  examine  and  punish  this 
irancemient  riot  and  breach  of  privilege 
of  their  Member,  but  only  complained 
thereof  to  the  King  in  Parliament,  for  re- 
dress thereof,  as  they  did  to  the  King  and 
Lords  in  all  other  cases  of  like  nature,  till 
the  end  of  King  Henry  VIII.  as  I  have 
elsewhere  (viz.  in  his  Brief  Register  and 
Survey  of  Parliamentary  Writs)  evidenced 
at  large.  2dly,  That  the  King,  upon  this 
complaint,  did  not  presently  send  for  the 
offenders  in  custody  by  a  Serjeant  at  Arms, 
as  the  Commons  of  late  times  have  done, 
but  issued  out  a  Commission  to  inquire  of 
thtt  riot  and  abuses  by  a  Jury :  which 
(says  he)  I  Observe,  not  to  diminish  any  of 
(h^Jost  ancient  privilages  of  the  Condons 


House,  or  M^nbers,  or  the  exemplary 
punishment  of  the  wilful  contemptuous 
infringers  of  tbeib,  bpt  to  rectify  the  late 
irregularities  in  sending  for  persons  in 
custody  upon  every  motion  and  sugges- 
tion of  a  pretended  breach  of  privilege, 
to  their  extraordinary  vexation  or  ex- 
pense, before  any  legsd  proof  or  convic- 
tion of  their  guilt,  against  the  Great 
Charter  and  all  ancic'nt  Precedents  and 
Proceedings  in  Parliament."  See  "  Ad- 
ditional Appendix"  to  Animadversions  on 
4ihlnst.pp.  I,  2,  3. 

Now,  my  Lord,  what  will  Mr.  Ponsonby 
— what  will  the  House  of  Commons  say  to 
this  ?  Where  is  now  their  jurisdiction  ? 
Where  is  their  old  and  indisputable  power 
to  imprison  the  subject  at  their  pleasure  ? 
Where  is  Mr.  Ponsonby 's  privilege,  "  as 
ancient  ^s  the  common  law  ?"  My  Lord, 
the  House  of  Commons  talk  to  us  about 
castom  :  let  us  just  consider  what  is  meant 
by  custom.  I  have  always  undei%>od, 
first,  that  no  custom  can  prevail  against  an 
express  Act  of  Parliament;  and  secondly^ 
that  if  any  one  can  shew  the  beginning  of 
ak/;ustom  within  legal  memory,  that  is, 
within  any  time  since  the  first  year  of  the 
reign  of  Richard  the  First,  it  is  not  a  good 
custom.  Now,  in  reference  to  the  first 
point,  we  all  know  that  there  is  a  written 
law  against  the  power  which  is  assumed 
by  the  House  of  Commons.  This  is  clear 
and  certain.  With  regard  to  the  second 
point,  I  have  just  proved  that  the  House 
cannot  shew  the  exercise  of  the  power  to 
commit  and  punish  at  their  pleasure,  befoi^e 
ihe  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Richard  the 
First ;  for  I  have  cited  the  Writ  of  Inquiry 
in  the  reigo  of  Richard  the  Second,  at 
which  time  it  appears  that  they  proceeded 
according  to  the  old  and  sound  mode  pre- 
scribed by  the  Great  Charter ;  that  is,  by 
the  Trial  by  Jury.  Where,  then,  I  ask 
again,  is  the  jurisdiction  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  set  aside  the  written  law? 
IJow  does  Mr.  Ponsonby  intend  to  answer 
this?  He  occupied  a  very  considerable 
time  the  other  evening,  in  order  to  shew 
t^he  right — the  ancient,  the  undoubted 
right  —of  the  House  to  imprison  at  their 
pleasure.  He  said,  "  now  I  have  shewn 
the  right.^'  No,  my  Lord,  he  has  not 
shewn  the  right ;  for  I  flatter  myself  that 
I  have  shewn  the  House  is  wrong.  Mr. 
Ponsonby  is  not  so  well  read  in  the  history 
and  constitution  of  this  country  as  he  sup- 
poses. He  is  quite  mistaken  as  to  the  ori«> 
gin  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  he  is 
equally  incorrett  in  saying,  that  "  it  is 
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"  well  known  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
"  ment  formerly  sat  under  the  same  roof, 
"  and  transacted  business  together."  He 
borrowed  this  observation  from  Lord  Coke, 
who  first  affirmed  It  in  the  Parliament  of 
B5  Elizabeth,  when  he  was  Speaker.  I 
have  already  refuted  my  Lord  Coke's  ac- 
count of  the  antiquity  of  Parliament ;  and 
I  now  maintain,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons never  sat  and  debated  with  the  Lords 
in  one  House :  for  there  was  no  House  of 
Commons  to  sit  with  them,  till  the  latter 
end  of  King  Henry  the. Third's  reign ;  and 
Mr.  Prynne  has  cited  various  rolls  and 
writs  of  summons  to  shew  that  they  never 
sat  together  at  that  time.  And  all  that  is 
warranted  by  the  rolls  referred  to  by  my 
Lord  Cuke  is,  that  the  Commons -came  to 
the  Lords'  House,  when  the  causes  of 
summoning  the  Parliament  were  declared 
by  the  Chancellor,  and  at  the  end  thereof, 
and  had  sometimes  conference  with  them, 
as  now  they  have ;  but  that  they  sat  or 
debated  together  as  one  House,  is  in  no 
ways  proved.  (Vide  Pryn.  on  4th  Inst, 
pp.  8,9,  lO.) 

My  Lord,  I  shall  now-  beg  leave  to 
proceed  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Ponsonby's 
speech  where  he  strives  to  evince  the  pro- 
priety of  the  power  assumed  by  the  Com- 
mons ;  for  as  to  the  right,  I  conceive  I 
Ea\'e  put  that  question  at  rest.  He  ridi- 
cules '' the  sagacious  complaints  of  those 
"  who  rant  so  loudly  agatmt  what  they 
•  call  the  absurdity  of  being  Accusers, 
**  Judges,  and  Executioners  in  their  own 
•*  cause."'.  Now,  my  Lord,  one  would 
have  thought,  that  however  mistaken  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  might  be  in  bis 
legal  opinions  as  to  the  right  of  the  power, 
he  would  not  have  asserted  that  it  is  pro- 
per for  men  to  be  accusers  and  judges  in 
their  own  cause.  This  is  against  the  first 
principles  of-vjustice ;  it  is  contrary  to  the 
precepts  of  the  divine  law ;  and  therefore 
If  is  an  established  maxim  among  us,  that 
'*  none  may  judge  in  his  own  cause."  In- 
deed it  is  a  manifest  contradiction  that  a 
man  can  be  agent  and  patient  in  the  same 
thing.  Your  Lordship  knows,  that  if, 
during  the  time  you  presided  in  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery,  you  had  made  a  cTe- 
cree  to  strangers  in  a  thing  which  con- 
cerned yourself  in  interest,  and  for  your- 
lelf,  it  would  have  been  void,  because 
you  could  not  be  a  Judge  ia  your  own 
cause.  (H.  11.  Ja.  in  Chancery,  between 
Sic  John  Egerton  and  the  Lord  Darby  and 
Kelly,  resolved  by  the  LoVd  Chancellor, 
Cok«  and  Dodcridge.    «•  Roll.  Abr.  9$,) 


In  Hil.  4.  H.  4.  a  fine  levied  before  th« 
bailiiSs  of  Salop  was  reversed,  because  on* 
of  the  bailiffe  was  party  to  the  fine,  quia 
non  potest  esse  jttdex  et  pears.  In  the  case 
of  the  City  of  London  p.  Wood,  it  was  de- 
termined that  an  action  cannot  be  brought 
by  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  in  a 
Court  held  before  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men ;  for  though  the  Mayor  be  not  soU 
Plaintiff,  nor  sole  Judge,  yet  he  is  essen- 
tially Plaintiff  and  Judge.  (12  Mod. 
672.)  In  Jenk.  90.  pi.  7A.  it  is  said,  that 
judgment  given  by  a  Judge  who  is  party 
in  the  suit  with  another,  and  so  entered 
of  record,  is  error,  although  several  other 
Judges  «it  there,  and  give  judgment  for 
the  Judge  who  is  party.  I  could  cit« 
many  more  cases  to  this  etifect ;  but  I  will 
not  trouble  your  liordship  with  them  ; 
you  know  that  they  are  all  grounded 
upon  a  sound  and  perfect  principle  of 
justice.  Littleton,  whose  text  has  always 
been  considered  as  the  Bible  of  the  law, 
declares  that  '^  it  is  against  reason,  if 
wrong  be  done  to  a  man,  that  he  should 
be  his  own  Judge ;"  for,  says  he,  "  by 
such  way,  if  he  had  damages  but  to  the 
value  of  an  halfpenny,  he  might  assesfl!» 
and  have  therefore  a  pound,  which  should 
be  against  reason.  And  so  (he  adds) 
such  prescription,  or  any  other  prescrip- 
tion used,  if  it  be  against  reason,  this 
ought  not,  nor  will  not  be  allowed  beforer 
Judges ;  quia  malus  usus  abolendus  est.^* 
(Vide  Tenures,  sec.  212.)  Lord  Coke  ob- 
serves upon  this  passage,  that  '*  every 
use  is  evil  that  is  against  reason  ;  quia  in 
consuetudinibus  non  diuiumitas  tenq)oris,  sed 
soHdiias  rationis  est  consideranda :  and  (he 
adds)  by  this  rule^  cited  by  our  author, 
at  the  Parliament  holden  at  Kilkenny  in 
Ireland,  An.  40  Ed.  III.  Lionel  Duke  of 
Clarence  being  then  Lieutenant  of  that 
realm,  the  Irish  customs,  called  there  the 
Brehon*  law  (for  that  the  Irish  called  their 
Judges  Brehons)  was  wholly  abolished, 
for  it  was  no  law,  but  a  bad  custom. 
et  malus  usus  abolendus  est.'*  My  Lord, 
it  it  astonishing  that  Mr.  Ponsonby 
should  say  that  the  House  of  Commons 
c^  be  accusers  and  judges  in  their  own 
cause :  and  that  they  can  do  any  thing 
they  please,  ^nd  go  to  what  extent  they 
think  proper,  without  the  controul  of  a 
court  of  law.  If  this  were  the  case,  what 
misery  is  there  that  might  not  be  im- 
posed upon  the  subject  ^  In  the  reign 
of  Henry  VL  Sir  John  Mortimer  being 
brought  into  the  Parliament,  without 
arraigoment  or  amwer,  judgment  inPur^ 
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liament  was  given  afrainst  him,  that  he 
StiouM  be  caiTied  tolh*^  Tower  of  London, 
and  diawn  through  tht  city  to  Tyburn, 
and  there  hanged,  drau  n,  and  quartered  ; 
hi:j  head  to  be  set  on  London  Bridge,  and 
his  four  quarters  on  the  four  gates  of  Lon- 
don *.  Here  is  a  lesson  for  the  people  of 
England !  This  catfe  is  mentioned  by 
Lord  Coke,  and  he  declares,  that  "  the 
proceeding  was  evil :  for,  (says  he,)  by 
the  Statutes  ol*  Magna  Charta,  c.  1^9.  and 
*2S  Edw.  IlL  c.  5.  no  mm  ought  to  be 
condemned  without  answer/*  (4-  Inst.  3*.) 

But,  as  Mr.  Ponsonby  is  very  fond  of 
my  Lord  Coke,  1  will  take  the  liberty  to 
extract  a  passage  fiom  him,  in  order  to 
shew  that  none,  not  even  Parliament, 
ought  tQ  bnng  in  absolute  and  partial 
trials  by  discretion.  Speaking,  in  his 
'Comment  on  Magna  Charts,  of  the  trial 
by  Jury,  he  says,  *^  Aga  nst  this  ancient 
"  and  fundamental  law^  and  in  the  hot 
"  thereof,  I  find  an  Act  of  Parliament,  1 1 
«  Hen.  VIL  cap.  3.  made,  thit  as  well 
«  Justices  of  Assize,  as  Justices  of  Peace, 
**  (without  any  finding  or  presentment  by 
.  *'  the  verdict  of  twelve  men)  upon  a  bare 
*^  information  for  the  King  before  them 
''made,  should  have  full  power,  and  au- 
''  thority  by  their  discretions  to  hear,  and 
"  determine  all  offences,  and  contempts 
«'  committed,  or  done  by  any  person  or 
"  persons  against  the  form,  ordinance,  and 
*'  effect  of  any  Statute  made,  and  not  re- 
•*  pealed.  By  colour  of  which  Act,  shak- 
^  mg  this  fundamental  law,  it  is  not  credi- 
"  ble  what  horrible  oppression^  and  exac^ 
^  tions,  to  the  undoing  of  infinite  num- 
''  bers  of  people,  were  committed  by  Sir 
"  Richard  Empson,  Knightf,  and  Edml 
"  Dudley  being  Justice  of  Peace,  througb- 
"  out  England,  and  upon  this  unjust  and 
''  injurious  Act  (as  commonly  in  like 
*^  cases  it  falleth  out)  a  new  office  was 
"  Erected,  and  they  made  Masters  of  the 
<'King>Forfeiturei'' 

''  But  at  the  Parliament  holdtn  in  the 
«  first  year  of  Hen.  VHL  this  Act  of  1 1 
''  Hen.  VIL  is  recited,  and  made  void,  and 
"  repealed  ;  and  the  reason  thereof  is 
«'  yielded,  for  that  by  force  of  the  said 
''  Act,  it  wa.s  manifestly  known,  that 
*'  many  sinister  and  crafty,  feigned  and 
''forged  informations  had  been  pursued 
<*  agaidst  divers  of  the  King's  siibjectfl,  to 
**  thenr  great  damage  and  wrongful  vexa- 
"  tion :  and  the  ill  success  dtereof,  and 
^ 

♦  See  1  Cobbett'a  State  Triftli^  p,  267. 

t  Ibid,p.  283^No.  2Ci, 


"  the  fearful  ends  of  these  two  oppressors, 
"  should  deter  others  from  committing 
"  the  like,  and  should  admonish  Parlia- 
"  ments,'' — (I  beseech  your  Lordship  to 
attend  to  this  very  important  expression 
.— not  the  expression  of  Lord  Coke,  but  of 
the  Act  itself,  viz.  should  admonish  Par- 
liaments !!!)'"  that  instead  of  this  ordi- 
^'  nary  and  precious  trialj  per  legem  terra, 
'*  they  bring  not  in  absolute  and  pat:tial 
'*  trials  by  discretion"— (Vide  2  Inst.  51.) 

Now,  my  L^rd,  what  will  our  adversa- 
ries offer  in  reply  ?  Is  it  absurd  £br  us  to 
condemn  all  arbitrary  proceedings  ?  Does 
not  the  above  extract  shew  the  horrid  eviU 
arising  from  them  ?  Yes,  it  shews  those 
evils,  and  it  "  admonishes  Pai^liaments" 
not  to  proceed  in  this  manner.  Thus 
much,  then,  lor  the  propriety  of  the  un- 
coitfroulable  power  which  Mr.  Ponsonby 
wishes  the  House  to  have ;  and  now  to 
the  consideration  of  that  part  of  hi& 
speech,  which  denies  the  authority  of  the 
Jadges  to  interfere  with  the  privileges  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  says,  that  the  Judges  arf 
estopped  from  deciding  in  cases  of  Privi- 
lege of  Parliament;  nay,  he  uses  very 
strong  language  on  this  occasion,  which  I 
shall  presently  mention.  Mr.  Fryune, 
hoi^ver,  will  completely  refate  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman's  position,  which  is  taken 
from  my  Lord  Coke.  Mr.  Prynne  de- 
clares, that  "  when  matters  of  Privilege 
of  Parliament  come  judicially  before  the 
Judges,  in  the  Courts  where  they  sit  as 
Judges,  there  they  may,  do,  and  ought  to 
judge  them :  as  in  the  case  of  Bartholo- 
mew Done  against  John  Wakh,  Mich.  12. 
E.  IV.  rot.  2a  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer ; 
and  of  John  Ryver  against  Robert  Cosvd, 
Hil.  14.  E.  IV.  rot.  7.  Trewynnard'a  case 
Dyer,  f.  59.  and  sundry  other  cases,  pub- 
lished in  the  'l-th  part  of  my  Bri^f  Register 
of  Parliamentary  Writs*"  (Pryn.  on  4th 
Inst.  p.  16.)  I  wish  ^r  William  Black- 
stone  had  looked  more  into  Pryime  and 
the  earlier  Records  than  he  did.  He  was 
too  much  accustomed  to  copy  from  my 
Lord  Coke,  without  ever  examining^  iato 
his  authorities.  If  Sir  William  had  not 
been  so  fond  of  Prerogative,  as  I  fear  be 
was,  he  would  never  have  talked  so  high- 
ly of  Ihe  undefined  privileges  of  Pania* 
meat.  He  would  have  discoTei?ed  the 
Writ  of  Inquiry,  which  shews  that  the 
Commons  originally  proceeded  by  Jury 
and  pot  at  discretion ;  aad  he  would  have 
told  us  that  all  arbitrary  proceediag!^ 
however  formerly  exercised,  are  coui- 
plet^ly  uiiyost  and  illegal  j;  fo£  that  by  the 
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•pint  ^f  0ttr  CoMlitttlioQ  wg  are  to  live  hy 
am,  ftod  not  by  opinioa.  He  would  have 
retDioded  ns  of  dmt  imporiaat  principle, 
miteraesf$rmiu8ubijus  ea  mt(  ineogniium 
am  po^Kffi,  But  Sir  Wiiliam  was  too  fond 
of  DrmfRtiv« ;  aui  though.  I  do  not  wish 
to  loma  liho  vakie  of  bin  memory^  I  mott 
d4cltre«  that  with  regatd  to  privilege  of 
ParUMoeiit,  oiihtr  hts  hoMl  or  hia  heart 
was  very  wroaf  .  If  he  was  not  aware  of 
tbt  Writ  of  tDquky  m  the  reign  of 
Richard  11.  hit  head  is  to  blame ;  if  he 
knew  of  that  writ«  and  suppressed  the 
biowled|^  of  H»  then  IMs  heart  was  worse 
thaa  I  wish  to  believe.  The  trial  by  Jury 
(whtcb>  though  noi  ne<Qr  so  ancient  as 
some  writers  hav«  hnagined»  was.  certainly 
▼ery  general  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IL  for 
we  find  in  that  time  wtamy  questions  of 
fact  ralalic^  to  property  were  tried  by 
<welv#  Hknoi  4i  kgfiki  fhmim  Jwr^ioi, 
swum  So  speak  the  truth*  (wbe  wm«  sum* 
moned  by  the  Sheriff  fbr  that  purpose),  is 
cer^Med  by  the  Great  Chartei^  and  the 
Hbttse  of  Coimmons  used  to  proeeod  by 
this  trial  in  the  reign  of  King  Richerd  u. 
and  long  after,  till  they  usurped  the  arbi- 
tnoy  power  to  which  tney  now  pceSend  9o 
be  entitled. 

.But,  as  I  promised,  near  the  bsflnning 
ofthislelter,  so  shew  that  my  Ijind  Bolt 
was  not  quite  singular  in  his  decision,  that 
tl|e  Jud^  could  examine  into  matters  of 
Parliament*  I  will  now  cite  a  case  where 
hf  was  supported  by  the  other  three 
J««iges  of  his  Court,  and  judgment  was 
j;Ken  accordingly*  Thi^  case  is  extremely 
npuortant,  as  the  conduct  of  those  Judges 
will  furnish  an  admirable  pattern  for  the 
Judges  d  iht  prtselit  dav,  notwithstand- 
ii^  the  imtimidatiotti  whidi  have  been 
held  out*  Your  Lordship»  no  doubt,  re- 
c^lects  Iho  case,  though  Mr.  Ponsonby 
may  not.  It  i$  ^*  The  Kiog  «id  (ilueen 
''ai^nst  Knowles.*^  (Trin.  e  Will,  and 
AIvy,  12  Mod.  56.) 

Samuel  Eyre,  Justice,  declared  that 
''  this  Court  (the  King'sBench)  shall  judge 
of  the  validity  of  m  judgments  and  re- 
cords here  pleaded,  ai^d  whethet  they  are 
legal  or  effectuad,  or  no  ;  as  of  an  Act  of 
Parliaijcieat,  what  is  one  \  than  an  act  by 
King  and  Lords  is  not  a  good  one :'  and 
so  they  m^y  jadse  of  an  Order  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  whether  the  ouncurremce 
of  the  other  estates  of  Parliame'^W  ot  one 
of  tbem>  be  requisite ;  so  the  Coutt  may 
til^e  judici^  knowledge  of  the  pro^apdings 
in  Pi^liament,  and  of  their  GomraiMaes. 

^A$t»^  olyection»  that  til^ deftn- 


dant  hath,  by  bis  demurriiig,  confessed 
this  to  a  jodgment  secundum  legem  et  con^ 
tmemdmem  parliamenti,  this  is  matter  of  lertV 
arising  thereon ;  and  demurrer  coafesae^ 
only  mottter  of  iict,  as  stated,  and  leaver 
the  matter  of  law  arising  thereon  to  the 
judgment  of  the  court'' 

'^  As  to  the  order  of  the  Hoose  of  Lords, 
all  the  books  are,  that  a  Peer  cannot  be 
degraded  but  by  attainder,  or  by  Act  of 
Parliaaient.'' 

Giles  Eyre,  Justice,  accorded  with  htS 
brother,  and  said,  "  The  order  of  the 
Lords  doei  not  bind  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject; as  3  Inst.  47.  about  sending  able 
lawyers  into  Ireland.  Inferior  Courts  are 
not  tied.op  from  judnng  their  proceedings 
void  ;  as  if  a  Writ  or  Error  be  brbughtiii^ 
Parliament  of  a  judgment  in  the  Common 
PIbas,  whereas  it  should  have  been  in  the 
King's  Btanch;  the  Common  Pleas  may 
acljudge  the  Writ  of  Error  void,  and  nn 
supersedeas,  and  may  award  execution  ) 
or  the  K'mg's  Bench,  notwithstanding  this 
error,  may  examine  the  judgment  npOA. 
Writ  of  Error.  As  to  the  demurrer,  that 
confesses  only  matter  of  hot,  and  not  of 
law,  and  iot  PwliemenH  is  matter  of  hw." 

Gregory,  Justice,  i^eed  in  every  thing 
sajd  by  his  brethren. 
•  HeH^  Chief  Justice,  in  a  most  luminous 
speech,  declared  that  •*  the  Court  of  Par-r 
"  liament  consists  of  King,  Lords,  and 
"  Commons."  (Cronjp.Jurisd,  of  Courts*. 
11,4  Inst  1 ,  Dyer  60.)  And  after  having 
spoken  at  some  length  of  the  legislative 
and  judicial  power  of  the  Lords,  be  says^ 
'«  As  (0  the '  secxmdum  l^em  et  comuetu- 
<t  f  dinem  parliamenti,'  that  is  added  by  the 
"  king's  council  only  m  tcrrorcm.  Len 
**  PorHprnMi  is  kx  Urrae,  and  if  a  ques* 
**  tion  concerning  it  doth  arise  in  a  causa 
'<  of  which  the  King's  Bench  has  proper 
^  connusance,  the  King's  Bench  may  ad- 
*'  judge  of  it  as  the  Spiritual  Courts  do  of 
'*  temporal  judgments,  as  patents^  deeds, 
**  ^.  for  the  connusance  of  the  principal 
*'  draws  with  it  the  connusance  oif  the  ac- 
*'  cessaries  and  incidents,  ffiy^^  ^0.) 
<'  And  this  bolus  in  case  of  privilege  of 
''  Parliament;  as  in  Sir  John  Benyon's 
'*  case.  Trin.  14  Car.  2.  in  the  Common 
'<  Plots,  where  filing  an  original  against  a 
*'  sitting  Member  was  adjudged  no  breads 
"  of  privilege.  It  is  no  new  thing  for  our 
"  Common  Law  CourU  to  examine  mat-r 
"  ters  of  this  nature,  which  concern  pro^ 
*'  Goedings  in  Pariiammit;  we  do  but 
"  follow  the  examples  of  our  predecessors. 
''  In  tte  Sath  year  of  |Uward  th*  1^4 
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"  the  Bithqp  certified  to  this  Court  that 
"  the  father  and  mother  were  married,  but 
**'  Ihat  the  party  was  born  in  adultery  ; 
^'  the  Lords  sent  a  writ  to  the  Judges,  and 
^  ordered  them  .to  judge  on  the  special 
**  matter;  but  the  Judges  did  not  obey. 
'*  In  Stanton's  case,  the  Lords  commanded 
*'  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  s:iv<<  a 
"  judgra^t  ;■  the  Chief  Jusirce  I'enised  J 
'*  afterwards/  in  his  absence,  the  others 
"  complied,  and    gave    judgment;    the 
''  Kiilg^s  Bench  afterwards  examined  the 
"  proceeding  of  tlie  Lords^and  adjudged 
"  them  void:  as  appears  15  £dw.  HL  1, 
"  2,  in  the  Oxford  Library.     We  are  tiot 
"  to  delay  the  Justice  of  the  Land,  and 
^'  the  law  of  it  is  our  Rule ;  and  for  these 
«  reasons,  let  the  indictment  be  quash- 
".  ed  'y'  and  this  was  done  accordingly. 
'  My  Lord,  I  am  certain  that  your  Lord- 
»hip  roust  not  only  concur  iii  opinion  witb 
tliese  learned  Judges,  but  also  admire  their 
wisdom  and   integrity  ;    and  I   have  no 
doubt that.mv  Lord  Eliciiborough  and  his 
brethren  will  act  in  the  same  upright  fend 
putriotic  manner.     The  law  of  the  land  is 
their    rule>  and  they  are  bound  by  an 
oath  duly  to  admihist^r  the  law.    The 
KiTTg'i^    Attorney-General   may  tell  my 
Lord  Ellenborough  that  he  cannot  inter- 
fere with  any  thing  done  by -the  Commons ; 
but  hi«  Lordship  can  borrow  the  expres- 
sion of  L^rd  Holt>  and  say—'*  It  is  only 
added  in  in  terrorcm"    He  has  the  same 
cases,  and  the  same  arguments,  lo  support* 
him,  as  his^reat  predeces^r  and  the  other 
three  Judges  had ;    and  those  cases  are 
enough  to  prove  that  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  holds  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  Privi- 
lege of  Parliament.     He  will  not,  nor  will 
ally  of  his  brethren,  be  deterred  or  intimi- 
dated by  the  observation  of  Mr.  Ponsonby,  * 
that  **  it  would  be  a  gross  dereliction  of 
ckitv— a  gross  transgression  of  the  law  of 
the  land— for  any  Judge,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  interfere  with   the  Privi- 
leges of  the  Commons.''     This  is  a  lan- 
guage which  the   Right  Hon.   Gentleman 
ought  not  10  have  used  ;  it  is  (a»  my  Lord 
Holt  said)  "  m  terrorctn  .'*'  but  the  Judges 
will  not  regard    it,  they   will   remember 
their  oaths.     The  Judge^s  of  the  Court  of 
Kin«f's  Bench  are  much  better  read  \n  the 
Laws  and  Constitution  of  this  country  than 
Mr.    PonM)nby  appears  to  be:  and  tbey 
all  know  that  they  are  not  to  delay  thV 
Juaice  of  the  land*     They  kiiow  that  the 
Great  Charier  cotwains  a  very  plam  and  ex- 
plicit declaration  at  to  the  protection  which 
«very  man  may  expect  \imqi  the  laws  of 


^his  country,  and  tbey  know  what  is  said 
in  the  confirmation  of  that  Charter  by  the 
•Act  of  25  Edward  h  "  And  we  will," 
says  that  statute,  *'  tlrat  our  Justices,  which 
under  us  have  the  laws  of  our  land  to 
guide,  tdiall  allow  the  same  Charter, 
pleaded  before  them  in  all  tu  points  as  the 
CermmonLaw."  Chap.  2. — *'  And  we  will 
thatif  anyjittlgment  be  given  from  hence- 
forth, contrary  to  the  points  of  the  Charter 
aforesaid  by  the  Justices,  it  shall  be  un- 
done, and  holden  for  nought." 

My  Lord,  I  shall  now  beg  leaVfe  to  con- 
clude. I  have  followed'  Mr.  Ponsonby 
stf  p  by  step,  and  I  shall  be  ready  to  fol- 
low him  still  farther  whenever  he  is  dis- 
posed to  proceed.  ^To  you,  my  Lord,  th« 
peopl^  are  now.looking  up  with  a  pecu- 
liar degree  of  confidence.  Tbey  remember 
with  gratitude  and  delisht  the  many 
noble  stands  which  you  have  mad6  for 
their  liberties;  and  above  all,  for  the 
Trial  by  Jury,  which  is  the  motto  of  your 
Lordship's  arms.  They  have  witnessed 
the  candour— they  have  felt  the  genefo- 
sity-^they  have  admired  the  nobility  of 
soul  ^^hich  is  cotitaine<l  in  your  liord- 
ship*s  speech  in  the  Houf»e<Jf  reefs  on  tb«  ' 
subject  now  before  us.  Your  Lordship  is 
truly  noble  J  for  virtue  is  the  only  true 
nobility ;  ahd  greater  virtte  cannot  be 
displayed  than  in  important  services  ^one 
to  oUr  countrymen.  Your  Lord$hip  has 
often  served  your  country,  but  never  more 
sincerely  than  in  your  "declaration,  that 
''  you  would  sooner  die,  than  submit  to 
"  any  dominion  but  that  of  the  Law.'* 
You  said,  that  if  the  House  of  Commons 
should  dare  to  commit  yofir  learned 
friend.  Lord  Ellenboroush,  as  they  for- 
merly committed'  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Pemoerton,  '*  you  would  resist  the  usur- 
*'  pation  with  your  strength,  and  bones, 
"  and  bloodi"  This,  toy  Lord,  was  ex- 
cellently said  ;  it  displays  (he  saihe  cha-  ' 
racter  as  you  have  always  maintained; 
and  you  very  properly  observe,  that 
*'  what  has  been  the  character  of  your ' 
"  mind  and  understanding  must  continue 
'•  to  be  its  character."  Your  Lordship 
will  n«t  be  governed  by  party,  nor  sur^ 
render  your  principles  to  interest;  you 
are  a  constant,  resolute,  and  honest  man. 
I  am  confidtfnt  you  must  acknowledge 
thafthe  House  of  Common^  have  carried 
this  irtatter  too  far  ;  tbey  have  not  attend- 
ed to  the  Ftatute  of  the  l5t  of  Henry  VIIL' 
v^hich  "  admonishes  Parlinmenis,  that 
**  instead  of  the  onUnary  and  preci^nis 
'*^  «ri*l  by  Jury,  thtfy  hting  nca  ill  'ateoliM 
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"  and  partial  Iriab  by  Discretion."     Let 

m  hope  then,  my  Lord,   that  our  laws 

will  prevail ;  nay  they  must  prevail,  for 

they  §tand  upon  too  firm   a  basis  to  be 

shaken  by  Mr.  Ponsonby,  or  the  whole 

House  of  Commons  put  together.     Their 

custom  amounts  fo  nothing;    it  has  not 

existed   from  that  period  of  time  which 

the  law  i^f)Qires  in  order  to  make  it  good : 

and  besides,  it  is  against  and  in  the  rery 

face  of  the  ancient  and  fundamental  law 

of  a  trial  by  Jury.     It  is  contrary  cTcn  to 

the  original  proceeding  of  the  Commons 

themselves,  which  was,  I  repeat,  in  the 

reign  of  Richard   IL   by  the  verdict  of 

twelve  men.     Their  present  proceeding  is 

a  complete  usurpation  on  the  rights  and 

liberties  of  the  People-^n  unwarrantable 

oppression,    in    open  violation    of  King 

John^s    Great   Charter;     and  such,  no 

doubt,  the  Judges,  who  have  power,  will 

feel  theifiselves  obliged,  by  their  oaths,  to 

declare,  in  spite  of  the  observations  and 

intimidattoRs  which  some  learned  Persons 

have  thotjrghl  proper  to  throw  out.    The 

Judges  know  their  duty,  and  the  People 

are  confident  4bat  they  will  perfoYm  it. 

With  the  highest  respect  arid  regard 
for  your  lordship,  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  my  Lord,  Yo«f  moiit  ob^ienc,  4ium« 
We  sefvaat,  Publicola. 
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TO  SIR  SAML'EL  ROMILLY. 

Sir; — Knowing  for  bow  long  a  time  the 
powers  of  ybur  mind  have  been  directed 
towards  the  amendment  of  our  penal  code, 
ind  consequently  aware  that  the  subject 
must  have  been  often  contemplated  by 
you  in  all  its  bearings  and  relations,  I 
fee]  some  lietitation  in  offering  to  your 
atttotion  the  thoughta,  perhaps  equally 
vague  and  ill  digested,  of  one  who  can 
pretend  to  no  experience  in  those  laws, 
nor  to  any  long  or  profound  investigation 
of  their  tendency  and  results. 

The  opinion  expresaed  by  Dr.  Barr,  in 
his  well-known  Kote  on  this  auhjeqt, 
(Character  of  C.  J.  Fox,  Vol.  ii.)„  respect- 
ing the  want  of  a  thoft^ugh  reformation  of 
the  system,  is,  I  believe,  equally  enter- 
tained by  all  who  are  conversant  with  the 
argomenta  on  which  it  is  supported,  and 
unbiassed  by  the  prejudices  too  often  in- 
separable from  a  professional  life.  It 
follows,  almost  of  coarse,  th^t  those  who 
hare  adopted  it  mo^t,  concur  with  the 


same  author  in  his  wish,  that  the  Refortn 
!!0  much  needed  taight  he  effected,  not  by 
gradual  amendments,  but  by  the  imme* 
diate  abrogation  of.all  passed  statutes,  and 
the  substitution  of  a  new  code,  wort|jy,  ii\ 
all  respects,  of  the  improved  philosophy 
of  this  atje.  and  nnswerahle  to  the  learn- 
ing, indtistry,  and  humanity  of  th"  s^Ves 
who  should  bf;  sf  le  ted  to  compile  and 
perfect  it.     The   only  objection   that   I 
have  been  able  to  find  to  so  desirable  a 
consummation,     is    its    impracticability. 
You  mast  be  sufficiently  aware.  Sir,  from 
the  opposition  which  your  oWh    endea- 
vours to  rectify  a  very  small  part  of  the 
disorders  of  the  existing  system,  have  ex- 
perienced ;  that,  to  wait  for  fhe  hour  when 
so  extensile  a  plan  of  alteration  might 
even  be  listened  to  with  attention,  would 
be  to  procrastinate  all  ,rcform  to  an  inde- 
finite period.     The  ears  of' our*  lawyers  ' 
and  statesmen  must  first  be  habituated  to  ' 
the  recital  of  imperfect^ns,-  and  their  pre-  ' 
jadices  softened  by  the  result  of  less  im- 
portant operations  whith,  by  convincing  ' 
them    that   their   past  apprehensions  of ' 
danger  were  g*-oundiess,  may  lead  them 
to  feel  less  confidence  in  the  reasonable- 
ness of  future  terrors,  before  any  proposal 
for  ,  thoroughly    cleansing  =  the   Augean 
stable  can   be  seriously  entertained,  or 
even^  tolerated,  by  the  legislature  of-  the 
country.— These,  without  doubt.  Sir,  are 
the  views  which  have  induced  you  to.  call 
the  attention  of  the  le^slature  towardi 
the  defects  in  our  laws,  oy  proposing,  ia 
the  first   place,  the.  abrogation  of  some 
which,  as  they  are  the  most  flagrantly 
absurd  in  theory,  are  also  the  most  futila 
and  inoperative  in  practice.      It  cannot 
but  have  formed  part  of  the  considerations 
upon  which   you   have  proceeded,  that» 
whatever  acts  of  a  similar  tendency  yoa 
may  in  future  propose,  the  recommenda- 
tion of  them  will  come  before  the  nation 
With  tenfold  weight,  if  accompanied  by 
documents  proving  not  only  the  harmless*- 
ness,  but  the  beneficial  results,  of  the 
measures  already  effected.     Now,  though 
nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  that    ' 
the  punii^hment  of  death,  being  attached 
to  offences  which  no  man,  with  the  com- 
mon feelings  of  humanity,  can  ever  think 
deserving  of  it,  increases  the  chances  of 
escape  upon  which  offenders  calculate, 
and,  consequently,  tends  to  augment  thf 
number  of  oflfcnders ;  though  the  coaversa 
of  this  proposition  be  also  true,  namely, 
that,  by  substituting  a  milder  punishment^ 
the  chaace  would  l^  diii4nithtd#  and  thf 
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nomber  of  oSeoders  cousequently  kssened ; 
tboughj  upon  the  whole,  it  be  un^uestiooar 
b)e  that  a!^form  of  the  entire  system  of 
Penal  Law,  proceeding  upon  this  priaci- 
ple/would  neces^rily  lead  to  this  desira- 
ble end ;  I  nevertheless  doubt,  whether 
tiny  yery  palpable  diminution  in  the  num* 
l^r  of  ofiences  is  to  be  expected  from  the 
repeal  of  a  few  laws  so  seldom  enforced 
af  those  whicl^  you  have  been  lately,  and 
st^l  are  enffaged,  in  subTertinc.  I  do  not 
state  this  dpubt  as  in  tfa^  slightest  degree 
tcinding  to  intalidate  the  grounds  of  jus- 
tiipe  an4  humanity  upon  iivhich  ^e  pro* 
priety  of  such  a  repeal  is  established ; 
but  pxAj,  as  the  foundation  of  my  opinion^ 
that  you  are  not  likely  to  reap,  ifom  its 
accomplishment,  (if  an  unconnected  and 
solitary  measure,)  that  adTantage^  in  .99^ 
spect  of  teatimoay^  to  the  beneficial  result 
of  yo^r  Tievfs,  wiih  which  it  ia  hishly 
durable  that  yon  abonld  be  armed  wlieii* 
ever  yott  may  hereafter  come  forward  to 
pi*Qpo9e  the  ulterior  and  more  importanl 
objects  of  EefiMrm.-«»Tbi8  le«^  dieecUy  to 
another  view  of  the  question,  respecting 
which  no  possible  dmibt  can  he  enter* 
tained ;  but  as  to  the  propriety^  of  making 
it  a  matter  of  leadju^  and  previous,  or  only 
of  auzilier)?  an4  subsequent  consideration. 
-i*When  H  is  pi«>jposed  to  abolish  a  penalty 
hitherto  attachfsd  to  certain  o&ncfs-  on 
the  groond  of  impolitic  leverity,  the  first 
qfiestibn  to  be  asked  is.  what  oth^  penalty 
wottU  you  substitute  in  iu  place  ?  Now 
it'  appears  to  me  most  immeaiately  essen- 
tial to  the  utility  of  the  proposed  abroga- 
tion, that  the  nature  of  tiie  penalty  to  be 
substituted  should  be,  in  the  first  ]^ce, 
deliberately  weighed,  and  that  species 
and  degree  of  punishment  of  course  pre- 
ferred which  is  best  calculated  to  apswer 
tl^e  only  kgitijxiate  purposes  of  .Penal 
Law,  th^  prevention  of  crimes,  and  the 
C9rrection  of  ofienders.  The  meriu  of  the 
best  founded  proposal,  for  mitigating  tb^ 
severity  of  a  law,  can  never  be  Tairly  ^ub- 
mjittedNo  the  test  of  experience,  unless 
accompanied  by  a  suitable  and  equal  at- 
tention to  the  expediency  of  that  which 
is  proposed  to  be  the  mitieated  penalty.^- 
For  a  considerable  period^  Transportation 
has  been  the  punishment  usually  substitu- 
ted to  that  of  death  in  cases  where  the 
mercy  of  the  judge  has  intervened  to  save 
tl^e  offender  from  undergoing  the  utmost 
rigour  of  the  law,  and  the  same  punish- 
ment has  also  been  frequently  enacted  by 
the  Legislature.  Of  the  political  advan- 
lajg^e  to  Great  Britain  of  colooizing  New 


Holland  at  all,  or  of  colonising  it  in  this 
particular  manner,  I  do  not  presume  to 
ofier  any  opinion.  But,  considering  the 
punishment  of  Transportatioa  only  in  its 
results  as  connected  with  the  present  sub- 
ject, I  believe  you  will  allow  that  iU  effi- 
cacy is  at  least  open  to  doubt  and  deserv- 
ing of  investigation.  The  fear  of  ponbh- 
ment  may,  in  aome  cases,  be  powerful 
enough  to  dissuade  from  the  commisBion 
of  crimes;  but  considering  the  ifoorance, 
the  poverty,  and  the  habitual  depravity, 
of  the  great  maas  of  criminals,  I  caanei 
tbivik  so  well  of  human  nature  as  to  sup- 
pose ttiat  the  proipect  of  losing  their  na- 
tite  country  can  be  very  terrible  to  the 
niiyority  of^  those  who  subject  thomeelvcs 
^  the  doprivatioiw  As  to  the  eorrecliw 
of  offinden^  I  bav«  heard  that  the  greater 
nnmber  of  those  who  baro  rttumed  timm 
;TraosportatioQ,  have  reuiraod  more.ac- 
^  •compiishod  in  vice  than  they  went  ont ; 
and,  considering  all  thf  circnmstai^ces  of 
their  condition,  I  auv  br  firom  tbinkiog 
this  reprosentation  improbable  or  believ- 
ing it  to  be  exa{(gerated»  Some>  no 
doubt,  (I  would  wiUmffly  bd«evo  that  the . 
nmnber  is  not  small)»  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunities  aff>rded  them 
to  retrieve  by  industiy  |md  good  copduct, 
in  their  new  place  of  habitatioQ,  the  cha- 
racter and  (be  happiness  which  they  had 
thrown  away  while  in  their  native  coun- 
try. 3vt  those  who^  are  to  favourably 
disposed  remain  for  the  most  par.t  settlers 
in  the  land  which  they  have  thus  rompul- 
sorily  adopted  for  their  own.  This  also 
is  a  matter  deserving  of  very  close  and 
diligent  enquiry ;  and,  if  the  number  of 
persons  so  reformed  and  placed  in  situa- 
tions of  greater  comparative  happiness 
than  those  of  which  their  crimes  had  dis- 
possessed them,  appears  upon  inves^ga- 
tion  to  be  so  comuderahle  as  the  advocates 
for  this  coloni^ns  syaljem  have  aometinaes 
represented  it  to  be,  that  will  certainly  be 
an  argument  of  some  weight  in  ito  fcvour. 
But  on  the  other  hand  there  will  he  to  be 
weighed  against  it  the  conaideraitipn  of  so 
many  valuable  citizens  lost  to  the  mother 
counrry,  and  there  will  remain  to  be  dis- 
cussed the  questions^  whether  by  the  adop- 
tion of  proper  modes  of  punishmeoi  at 
home,  the  same  or  a  greater  number  of 
offenders  might  not  have  been  reclaimed 
and  preserved  to  the  state  ?  Whether,  if 
banishment  is  allowed  to  be  in  some  caaes 
expedient,  it  is  expedient  to  any  thing 
like  the  e:i^tent  in  which  it  is  at  proaent 
resorted  (o  I  Whether  baauhment  for  a 
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JifOtted  number  of  yean  it  t»  be  eonsider- 
ed  as  beneficial  in  any  case,  qt  whether, 
•n  the  contrary,  it  akould  not  always  be 
&r  (he  life  of  the  o^nder,  and  confined  to 
cflsrs  either  of  great  enprmity  mi  tkem- 
selves  or  of  a  peculiarly  dangerous  tca- 
dcocy  to  the  state  ?  ^^-However,  whether 
the  present  system  of  Transportetioa  for 
petty  offences  is  to  be  pmevercid  h^  or 
not,  it  is  4>vid#ntly  moat  importtiat,  in- 
wards girin^  iu  4ae  effect  to  any  relaxa- 
tion of  seventy  ia  res|^of  erimes  ufm 
imbjeot  to^  capital  punishment,  that  the 
sUte  of  the  pritotts  be  most  strictly  at- 
tended to ;  and  (coupAed  with  thai  consid- 
eration) that  arcangemenls  be  made  §t 
introducing  a  system  of  band  labo«r  and 
severe  and  lyatchful  inspection  of  the  pri- 
soners, upon  plans  already  laid  down  fay 
persons  of  the  greatest  experience,  under- 
standing  and  benevolence.  A  prejudice 
against  the  adoption  of.  hard  laMur  as  a 
general  and  extended  system  seems  'to 
liav€  been  hastily  taken  up  by  unrefleet* 
ing  men  in  consequence  of  the  lamentable 
failure  off  some  experiments  of  that  de- 
acriptum  which  were  formerly  made.— 
But  several  excellent  writers  have  snffi- 
ciently  explained  the  causes  of  (hat  lail- 
ulre»  and  accounted  for  it,  upcAi  *«cli 
principlea  as  would  (if  attended  to)  efficc- 
tnally  provide  against  the  recurrence  of 
a  cimilar  disappointment.  Other  diffi- 
culties have  been  started,  and  more  will 
nnqueitionably  present  themselves,  dur- 
ing iliscnsslon ;  to  detail  and  combat 
which  would  net  be  a  very  short,  nor  (in 
aome ffoapedO  a  very  easy  task;-  but  I 
am  pecauaded  that  the  object  might  be 
bronght  nbont  by  proper  management ; 
and  the  troa  way  ef  effectmg  it  would  be, 
in  the  lifst  place,  to  propose  such  a  ge- 
neral plan  as  may,  upon  the  fullest  de- 
UberaUody  appear  least  liable  to  objec- 
tion ;  leading  tt  open  to  such  amendments 
as  mily  afterwaros^  either  in  discussion, 
or  in  the  event  of  experience^  be  Icmnd 
elMcliilially  njBcessary  .^-^The  occasiolial  ntti 
of  soiitstfy  con6nement  is  another  branch 
•f  ga^  dlsciplme,  which  would  naturally 
eome  nmdet  review,  at  the  same  time 
wiftb  that  to  which  I  have  jost  adverted.' 
8n  also  wouM  th^  practicability  of  intro- 
facing  with  efifoct  the  use  of  rewards  for 
andHilry  nnd  good  conduct,  as  an  instru- 
'Sent  of  raforOuuion ;  and,  above  all,  th^ 
▼ary  important  oansideratien  of  whst  is  to 
6e  dotie  vfith  crwunids,  wbtn  the  term  of 
aent  has  expired,  and  they 
be  duPQw»  Imck  upox  the 


world,  from  which  their  ofiittce  has  ibr  a 
time  secluded  tbt^m;  Though  I  am  W^i 
aware,  that  the  state  of  Pennsylvanifti  pt 
the  time  of  the  reform  in  the  criminal 
code  of  that  pro\  ince,  was  so  different  from 
that  of  England,  that  the  measures  adopted 
in  one  country,  cannot  b€  applied  with 
certainty  as  precedenlf  for  the  conduct  of 
the  other,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
ragolatieBil  of  the  PhiUuielphia  Hoaae  of 
Correction  (which  are  subjoined  to  the 
excellent  treatise  ef  Mr.  Bradford)  may 
in  OMuiy  respects  be  introduced  into  our 
priaoBS  with  ail  the  beneSciai  consequen- 
ces which  are  aaad  to  hwre  resalted  from 
them  in  the  country,  ivhere  they  have 
been  introduced.  Nearly  twenty  years 
have  now  elapsed  since  the  experiment 
was  first  flMde  in  Pennsylvania,  and  since 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Bradford's  "  In- 
qniry ."  it  has  4»ften  struck  me,  therefore, 
that  the  moat  important  document  thht 
could  be  obtained  for  the  furtherance  of 
liberal  and  beoevolent  views,  ef  the  same 
natwe  in  this  country,  would  be  a  faith- 
ful, and  mioote  report  of  the  progressive 
state  of  crimes  and  pxnishmenta  in  Penn- 
sylrania  during  that  period;  Mr.  Brad- 
ford's book  bmn^  sufficient  evidente  of 
the  prkxt*  conditio^  of  the  province  (a 
thooe  reapecU,  from  a  oom|Miri8on  with 
which,  a  calculation  might  then  be  made, 
df  the  real  benefits  or  disadvanuges  bf 
every  particular  branch  of  the  reformed 
system. — I  would  not  be  supposed,  l^r, 
to  entertain  a  moment's  doubt  ot  your 
grave,  and  deliberate  intention,  «o  bridg 
these  matters  forward,  «t  some  future  pe- 
riod, as  part  of  the  scheme  you  have  cie- 
signed  for  the  mejibration  of  our  laws ; 
nor  should  I  have  thbugut  of  addressirtg 
to  you  this  letter,  on  any  other  ground 
than  that  of  suggesting  to  yuur  wiiMkAu 
and  experience,  as  worthy  of  don^i  rr- 
xtion^  whether  some  plan  lor  tht-  n-invm 
df  prison  disciphne,  as  well  as  an  ii^Hfy 
inlo  theresutts  of  the  puni&hment  ct  u  iifs- 
pbrtstion,  oeghtdot  to  precede  any  ^v^ut 
and  important  alteration  of  tlip  p^;:vJ 
code  ?  Whether,  in  shorty  beiore  M)me 
regular  and  invariable  system  rs  ad'prfd 
in  the  execution  of  corrective  justice,  it 
is  reasonable  to  expect  any  very  st^nsii^.e 
dimmution  of  the  general  iium  of  crtmies 
Old  misery  firom  the  repeal  of  lawi  in- 
flieting  capital  punishment,  hoWeve^  co- 
gent may  be  the  reasons  of  such  repeal 
V  on  the  principles  of  humanity,  policy,  and 
justice,  and  however  the  proposers  of  it 
aimy^  O]^  those  prindpks^  be  emirlid 
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to  the  thank*  of  their  fellow  countrymen, 
and  to  the  praise  and  honour  of  posterity  ? 
I  Bxn,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect.  Yours, 

Inoacator. 


LIBERTY  OF  THE  SUBJECT. 

'*  Discntoest,  tdrt  per  Legem  quid  sit  juttuni." 

10  Co.  140. 

Sir  ;.^-Tbc  eloquent  oration  of  the 
learned  Ex-Chanccllor  of  Ireland  (Mr. 
Ponspnb?)  roust  have  been,  no  doubt, 
peculiarly  cheering  to  the  advocates  fur 
the  Tery  extensive  Privileges  claimed  by 
the  House  of  Commons.  This  Gentle- 
man may  now,  1  think,  be  hailed  as  the 
Atlas  of  the  House  of  Commons  ;  for  who 
less  than  an  Atlas  could  support  privileges 
which  the  learned  Gentleman  himself  con- 
tended to  be  unlimited,  illimiuble,  unde- 
fined, and  indefinable.  That  the  Learned 
Gentleman  could  so  luminously  prove  to 
iiis  own  satis&ction  in  an  elaborate  ar^- 
inent  of  some  hours,  what  roust  be  in- 
comprehensible to  every  mind  but  his 
own>  will  sorely  raise  tlie  indignation  of 
tiie  Sister  Country  against  that^  Ministry 
ivhose  accesiiion  to  povi^er  deprived  them 
of  so  invaluable  a  Chancellor.  I  should 
think  Ministers  could  hardly  have  fore- 
seen the  odium  that  must  necessarily  at- 
tach up6n  them,  when  they  called  in  aid 
the  mental  powers  of  the  .learned  Gentle- 
man, and  greeted  his  herculean  labours 
with  such  continued  plaudits.  Argu- 
ments in  support  of  uncontrouled  power 
must  in  their  nature  be  gigantic.  Mr 
Ponsonby's  appear  so  capacious,  that  J  ike 
Fame  in  Vircil,  they  elude  the  grasp  of 
tnan  to  visit  the  kindred  clouds,  "  ei  caput 
inter  nubita  amdit,"  It  was  the  bane  of 
Philosophy  that  the  unintellible  dogmas 
of  Aristotle  prevailed  in  the  schools  a 
thousand  years.  At  lei^gth  a  Bacon,  fol- 
lowed by  a  Des  Cartes,  an^  a  Newton, 
dissipated  the  unkindly  gloom ;  and  by 
establishing  the  wholesome  axiom,  that 
no  deductions  should  be  'made  from  data 
not  clear  and  indisputable^  science  once 
more  resumed  her  station  upon  earth,  and 
invigorated  the  human  mind  with  her 
irradiations.  If  the  opinion  of  the  ex- 
Chancellor  be  correct,  philosophy  aiid 
politics^  science  and  government,  appear 
At  the  extreme  poles  of  sublunary  space, 
doomed  to  remain  in  perpetual  opposition. 
To  be  wise,  says  Philosophy,  assume  as 
true  nothing  that  is  ambiguous;  would 
you  have  the  beat  of  Government,  says 
rohiicsy  (through  Mr.   Ponaonhy)    yoo 
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must  be  kept  in  ignorance  ;  you  must  de* 
legate  a  power  exceeding  all  definition, 
passing  all  hounds.  I  will  not  enquire  into 
the  principle  of  this  extraordinary  variance 
between  Science  and  Politics ;  i  wHl  leave 
that  to  Mr.  Ponsonby. .  1  will  take  the 
liberty,  however,  of  making  a  few  com- 
metits  on  th^  Speech  of  this  Gentleman  as 
related  by  the  newspapers.  Mr.  Pon- 
sonby has  asserted,  it  seems,  that  the 
Coiiatituti^in  neces8arily  vests  a  discretion 
somewhere  ;  and  be  then  asks,  \i  here  it 
can  be  so  safely  and  properly  deposited 
as  in  the  House  of  Commons  Does  the 
learned  Gentleman  mean  by  discretion, 
what  Lord  Coke  has  said  of  it  in  my 
mgtto  ?  If  he  does,  then  Law  and  Discre> 
tion  are  synonymous  terms  ;  and  1  believe 
in  that  most  Lawyers  will  accord.  If  Mr. 
Ponsonby  means  by  dwcretion  what  my 
Lord  Gokc  did  not ;  does  he  affix  to  it  the 
popular  meaning  given  by  Dr.  Joluison? 
"  The  liberty  of  acting  at  pleasure  ;  un- 
"  controuled  and  unconditional  power?" 
I  rather  presume,  as  the  learned  Gentle* 
man  was  contending  that  the  written  laws 
of  the  land  did  not  ai>ply  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  must  intend  t'>  give  to  dis- 
cretion the  interpretation  1  hare  juat 
quoted.  Indeed  it  can,  in  rt^spect  of  the 
Privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  ad- 
mit but  one  of  two  meanings ;  £ither  that 
the  Privileges  are  governed  by  the  L^tws 
of  the  Land,  in  which  case  the  Ju<lges,  as 
the  constitutional  expounders  of  the  Law, 
must  take  cognizance  of  thera  ;  or  the 
Privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons  are 
not  limited  by  the  law,  but  are  merely 
the  result  of  the  fluctuating  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  House;  or  in  other  woids, 
are  **  uncontrouled  and  unconditional 
power."  The  learned  GenilHnan  »s  do 
doubt  aware,  that  all  Constifuikmal  Wri- 
ters have  defined  Tyranny  to  be.  uncon- 
trouled power  vested  in  any  body  of  am, 
whether  it  conAi<;t  of  considerable  or 
small  numbers.  Yield  then  to  the  learned 
Gentleman  the  Privileges  lor  which  be 
contends,  and  yoi|  yiekl  him  a  Tyrannic 
Government.  The  learned  Gentleman 
will,  I  have  no  doubt>  say,  what  every  po- 
litical Tyro  has  been  taught  from  infancy 
to  manhood,  that  our  Constitution  is  not 
Tyrannical;  Jthat  the  three  Estates  of 
wnich  it  is  composed  are  so  combined  aaio 
check  uncontrouled  and  uncoiiditionii 
power  in  either;  and  that  such  wiEt«  and 
ever  has  been  the  acknowledgod object  of 
the  Constitution  ;  and  that  in  this  point  of 
vtewj  and  in  this  onlyi  have  tbase-CdnstiM* 
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tional  writers,  Montesquieu,  De  Lolme,and 
others,  panegyrised  the  English  Govern- 
ment as  the  most  perfect  that  has  ever  yet 
appeared.  And  yet  must  the  learned  Ex- 
Chancellor  either  concede  to  us,  that 
those  writers  were  totally  mistaken  in  re- 
spect of  our  Constitution,  and  that  it  is  un- 
doubtedly tyrannical ;  or  if  he  claim  their 
panegyrics,  then  must  he  abandon  Uis 
contest  for  the  privileges  in  question. 
The  learned  gontleman  has  however  as- 
serted, that  a  discretion  is  necessarily 
vested  somewhere  ;  and  by  way  of  illus- 
(ration,  he  suggests,  that  the  final  decision 
of  the  Lords  in  appeal  is  a  discretionary 
power.  Now,  I  really  do  not  compre- 
hend how  the  Lords  can  be  said  to  have 
a  discretionary  power  in  this  instance.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  all  Appeals  to 
the  Lords  must  be  on  a  question  of  Law, 

.  not  of  fact ;  for  of  the  fact,  a  Jury,  and  a 
Jury  pnly  can  decide.  An  appeal  there- 
fore arises  from  this  ;  that  a  Judge  before 
whom  the  question  of  Law  has  been  dis- 
cussed,  has  .  given  such  an  exposition  of 

.  the  Law^as  he  in  his  conscientious  judg- 

.  ment  has  telt  correct ;  but,  that  tl^is  deci- 

<  sion  having  been  unsatisfactory  to  one  of 
the  litigant  parties,  he  appeals  to  a  higher 
Tribunal,  to  have  also  its  exposition  of 

*  the  Law  ;  and  supposing  this  Tribunal  to 
be  the  Lords,  whose  Judgment  is  final, 
who  in  common  sense  can  attribute  to  it 
diser^tionary  power  ?  The  Judge  who 
first  decided  gave  his  opinion  of  the  Law  ; 
the  Lords,  who  are  afterwards  the  Judges, 
give  their  exposition  of  the  Law:  what 
is  there  here  of  discretion,  e^v^cept  thatdis- 

.  cretion,  which  my  Lord  Cpke  calls, '  scire 
per  legem  quid  sit  justura/^     The   £x- 

.  Chancellor's  Argument,.  I  confess  with 
great  deferc^nce  to  his  experience,  has  not 
even  speciousness,  piuch  less  solidity. 
Equally  fallacious  does  it  appear  to  me, 
when  Mr.  Ponsonby  speaks  of  the  discre- 
tion of  a  Judge  in  c^ses  of  contempt  of  bis 
authority.  Here  the  Gentleman  talks  of 
discretion  being  necessarily  vested  in  the 
Judge.  Does  the  learned  Gentleman  mean 

-here,  '*  uncontrouled  and  nncondiiional 
power }"  I  do  not  know,  whether  that 
was  the  opinion  the  learned  Ex- Chanced 
lor  entertained  of  his  power  during  his 
Chancellorship;  if  it  was,  I  will  venture 
to  assert,  that  the  learned  Gentleman  ought 
pever  to  have  been  made  a  Judicial  Offi- 
cer ;  for  sure  I  am,  that  there  exists  not  a 
Judge  in  England  who  ever  dreamed  of 
any  such  power;  nor  does  the  Constitu- 
tion delegate    any  such  power  to  any 


Judge  or  Judges  whatever.  '  If  in  cases  of 
contempt  a  Judge  has  this  uncontrouled 
power,  then  he  may  for  disobedience  of 
his  authority,  transport  for  fourteen  years, 
commit  for  an  indetinite  period  to  solitary 
confinement,  or  punish  with  the  pillory. 
Was  this  the  discretionary  power  the 
learned  Ex-Chancellor  thought  he .  pos* 
sessi>d  in  Ireland?  Why  Sancho  Panza, 
the  jUustrious  companion  of  Don  Quixote, 
would  have  represented  Astrea  herself, 
compared  with  a  Judge,  holding  such  prin- 
ciples. With  respect  to  the  punishment  of 
contempts  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  £nr* 
laud,  of  which  the  learned  Gentleman  said 
so  much  by  way  of  analogy,  I  should  be 
much  inclined  to  suspect  the  learned  gentle* 
man's  knowledge  of  the  practice  of  a  Court 
of  Equity.  The  contempts  of  which  the 
Lord  Chancellor  takes  notice,  are  those 
acts  which  interfere  with  his  judicial  du- 
ties. For  histance,  preparatory  to  a  suit 
being  in  a  state  of  maturity  to  call  for  his 
Lordship's  judgment,  many  orders  are 
.  made,  which  in  the  technical  language  of 
the  Court  are  called  interlocutory  orders ; 
it  is  quite  manifest  that  unless  these  orders 
are  obeyed  the  suit  must  be  delayed  ;  and 
that  a  Judge,  to  deal  out  justice  to  the 
Suitors  of  the  Court,  must  ot  necessity  en- 
force obedience  to  such  orders. — ^The 
Court  does  this  by  commitment  of  the 
party  until  satisfaction  be  made  for  the  in- 
jury the  disobedience  has  occasioned  to 
the  Suitor;  but  does  the  learned  Ex- 
Chancellor  of  Ireland,  imagine  that  a  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England  can  punish  with 
uncontrouled  and  unconditional  power. 
Let  him  ask  my  Lord  Eldon  this  question.  - 
Let  me  intreat  Mr.  Ponsonby,  to  interro- 
gate my  Lord  Erskine  upon  this  subject.— 
All  contempts  of  court,  I  assert,  are  pu- 
nished as  injurious  to  tbe  suitors  of  the 
respective  courts,  and  not  as  injuries  to 
the  judge  or  judges  presiding,  in  them. 
This  is  the  principle,  and  the  only  princi- 
ple on  which  commitments  for  contt^mpt 
are  founded.  All  other  offences  must  be 
the  subject  of  civil  action,  or  criminal  pro- 
secution. Mr.  Ponsonby  has  adduced  an 
extraordinary  argument  drawn  ab  income 
modo.  He  has  talked  of  tbe  palpable  in- 
ctmvenicncy  and  inconsistency  of  a  judge 
waiting  at  tbe  door  of  a  grand  jury  room. 
Admirable  Eastern  tenets  these  !  .  What 
says  the  Grand  Sultan  ?  he  exactly  ac- 
cords with  the  Ex-Chancellor  of  Ireland-^ 
Wait  at  the  door  of  a  grand  jury  room- 
Insolent  admonition!  Let  the  wretch  be 
bowitroDgt    I<et  me  ask  the  £x*Chan« 
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ce11or>  if  he  had  been  walking  the  streets 
of  Dublin,  And  some  roffian  had  assault^dj 
robbed,  and  reviled  him  with  the  coarsest 
'expressions/ vrhether  he  could  have  had 
^any  ri'dt'ess  but  by  criminal  information 
:grantcd  apon  his  affidavit  of  the  injury 
•gystatined,  or  by  waiting  at  the  door  of  a 
grand  jury  room.  The  latter,  I  believe, 
could  have  been  his  only  course.    If  a 

frand  jury  room,  of  which  the  gentleman 
as  spoken  su  .contemptuously  ;  which 
lias  so  much  wounded  his  feelings ;  is  the 
<eon8titutional  means  of  redress,  to  which 
the  wisest,  greatest,  best  of  men  are  daily 
resorting,  why  should  it  be  so  abhorrent 
to  the  feelings  of  the  Ex^Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  or  any  other  Judge.  Has  the 
learned  Bx-CbanceHor  so  quarrelled  with 
the  Constitution  that  ttie  most  amiable  pf 
its^ institutions  must  be  sacrificed  to  his  in- 
dignation. Let  me  ask,  if  some  wretch 
were  fo  assault  our  aged  and  revered 
Monarch)  whether  his  Majesty  could 
commit  and  punish  the  offender?  But 
what  is  Majesty  to  a  Judge!  To  an  £z« 
x^hancellor  of  Ireland ! — I  really^  Sir,  have 
been  endeavouring  to  collect  from  the 
Speech  of  the  learned  Gentleman  some-* 
thing  that  may  be  considered  a  tolerable 
Answer  to  the  Arguments  which  have 
been  urged  against  ihe  exercise  of  the 
Privfleges  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
the  extent  claimed.  — From  a  ct-ih^mt 
high  law  officer^  I  expected  something 
having,  at  least,  the  appearance  of  soli- 
dity ;  but,  I  confess,  I  perceive  nothing  of 
80  '*  questionable  a  shape/'  I  see  con- 
siderable ebullition  of  paSsion  at  the  sup- 
posed indignity  of  resorting  to  the  means 
pointed  out  by  our  admirable  Constitution 
for  obtaimng  redress  for  Injury;  and  I 
have  found  the  term  discretien  used  with- 
oat  any  prerii^,  or  if  precise,  with  at  least 
a  very  absurd  interpretation.  I  will  con-, 
cede  lo  fhe  learned  Gentleman  what  the 
itewspapi^rs  have  attributed  to  him;  con- 
siderable eloquence  ;  but  I  cannot  concede 
to  hitn,  What  I  would  most  readily,  could 
I  discover  it,  one  single  consistent,  solid, 
jwitisf^ctory  argument.  I  disco  er,  in 
fact,  no  emnnation  of  the  learned  Gentle- 
man':* wisdom,  wliich  is  an  answer,  in  the 
most  remoie  degree,  to  the  etnifuent, 
manly,  rnn«titutiona1  speech  of  L^  fd  Er- 
skine,  who  has  proclc^imed  to^his  tWow 
subjecu  his  noble  resolution,  never  to  de- 
sert the  '  Dominion  pf  the  Law." 
-      LiritaWs  /mi,  W.  F*  S^ 

i>%  16,  UiQ, 


Cnr  OF  LONDON  MEETING, 

The  following  are  the  RfisoLUTioNS  and 
the  Petition  agreed  to  by  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  the  City  of  L(«i- 
don,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1810,  relatire  to 
the  Imprisonment  of  Si  a  Frawcis  Bdeditt  ; 
and  also  relative  to  a  Reform  of  the  Corti- 
mons'  House  of  Parliament. 

SMITH,  MAYOR. 
In  a  Meeting  or  Assembly  of  the  Mayor* 
Aldermen,  and  Liverymen  of  the  aevc- 
ral  C^oaapanies  of  the  City  of  Landao, 
in  Common  Hall  assembled,  at  tlie 
Guildhall  of  the  said  City,  on  Friday, 
the  4th  day  of  May,  IBIO. 
RasoLvfiD,  1.  That  the  Livery  of  Lon- 
don, impressed  with   the  deepeat  aenti- 
ments  of  alarm«  regret,  and  indignacieci, 
at  the  late  extraordinary  and  uncoiiJtita> 
tional  proceedings  of  the  Hooae  ef  Coaa- 
moiis,  which,  by  the  arrest  and  imprisoii- 
ment  of  two  of  their  fl^llow-aabjeets,  Hata 
superseded  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  itt 
up  in  their  stead,  under  the  claim  of  pii» 
vilege,  an  undefined,  capriciom,  and  ar* 
bitrkry  power,  feel  themselves  irreaialiMy 
called  upon  fo  express  at  a  crisis  j«o  ae/ffr^ 
so  arduous,  and  so  fatal  to  tiieir  rights  aaid 
libertiea^  their  unqualified  reptobalion  of 
meaaares  equally  subversive  of  tbe  first 
prihciptes  of  th^  ConstitutioD,  demgMory 
to  the  real  interests  and  dignity  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  injuriona  to  the 
hcuiour,  glory,  and  happiness  of  tile  Sov^ 
reign,  and  the  people  of  theae  realms. 

9,  That  It  appears  td  thii  Meeting,  tkat 
the  Commons  Hbase  of  Ptefiametii»  iq  coai* 
mittio: ,  top  rison  Mr.  Jobn'G&le  Jenes^  and 
in  breaking  open  the  bouse  ct,  and  In  alio 
Gonnnitting  to  prison  one  of  iheir  Bf  e9M- 
bers.  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  Bart,  for  alkdged 
libels  upon  themselves,  ofl^nces  w^cli,  if 
established>  were  provided  against  by  tHe 
ktws  of  the  country,  have  been  at  Ottee 
accusers,  legislators,  judget,  jur^vrs,  aad 
executioners  in  their  own  cause,  sheltering 
themselves  ander  the  pr^t^ncedf  priirilMe, 
and  ex;cr  *ifting  a  partial  and  sutnmary  ja- 
risdictioui  without  redress  or  appeal. 

3.  That  the  whole  system  of  BritiSb 
jurisprudence,  has  been  thus  i^aken  lo  its 
foundation,  and  a  discretionary  pow^  as- 
sumed over  the  rights  and  libertios  of  life 
people  as  declared  and  establiahed  by  tlfce 
Qrebt  Charter,  repeated  and  confircotd 
by  the  Petition  of  RMm  ttiid  thfe  Bill  of 
Rights>  ahd  recognised,  enforced,  and  H«» 
hMtrated  by  %  nmltipKetty  ef  staciite^ 
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#.  'f  hat  it  hia  been  idly  and  vainly 
•nacted  and  re-enacted,  <' That  no  Free- 
taan  may  be  taken  or  imprisoned,  or  de« 
prived  i»f  his  freehold  or  his  liberties^  or 
of  his  free  customs,  or  to  be  outlawed  or 
exiled,  or.  in  tinj  manner  destroyed^  but 
by  the  judgment  of  his  Peers  or  by  the 
]awof  the  land/'  if  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  is  itself  but  a  single  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  do,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  against  the  detestable  ty« 
ranny  of  James  II.  **  by  assuming  and 
exercising  a  power  of  dispensing  with  and 
apspending:  of  law<s,  and  the  executing  of 
laws  without  the  consent  of  Parliament/' 
set  itself  above  Parliament,  makine  it- 
self greater  than  the  whole  of  which  it 
is  but  a  part,  dispensing  with  the  laws 
which  crive  to  all  a  remedy  ac^inst  com- 
mitmenta  by  the  King  hioiaelf,  and  thus 
erec^nff  itself  into  a  new  trnd  monicrous 
£xecntive,the  more  dangerotit  to  the  lives, 
liberties,  and  fortunes  of  the  subject,  in- 
asniuch  as  it  claims  for  its  rule  of  action 
its  own  discretion,  will«  or  caprice. 

5.  Thet  the  true  privilege  of  Parlia- 
ment,  meaning  nothing  more  than  a  pro- 
tective  right,  was  really  designed  as'^an 
iqimonity  and  safeguard,  to  be  wielded  as 
a  shield  against  the  encroachments,  usnr- 

'  patioBs,  and  tyranny  of  the  Crown  «iiot 
tp  be  converted  mto  an  active  power  of 
violating  the  rights  of  others,  into  «q  in- 
•trunrent  of  annoyance,  and  a  sword  of 
destruction  against  the  people. 

6.  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  Meet- 
ing be  given  to  that  illustrious  Patriot, 
Sb  Francis  Burdett,  tor  his  upright  and 
independent  conduct  in  Parliament;  for 
his  truly  constitutional  and  ilreiistible  Ar- 
gument, disproving  the  power  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  imprison  tlie  peo- 
ple of  England,  and  for  his  legal  and 
manly  resistance  to  the  Speaker's  warrant, 
Whereby  he  has  given  a  practical  ilhistra- 
tionof  iu  ittefficacy,  and  demonstrated 
that,  as  there  is  nQ  legal  power  without 
the  legal  means  of  ekecation,  it  eonld  not 
he  carHed  into  efeet  with^t  the  aid  of  a 
ttatidinff  army,  a  violation  of  the  ancient 
kwt  and  rights  of  Snglialinien,  and  which, 
in  his  instance,  was  so  lam^tabhr  exein- 
pIHM  in  the  breaking  open  of  hk  <*astle, 
i^  86  foully  preceded  and  IbUowed  by 
^e  awarder  of  pieaceaUe  andl  rnieffending 
eilSaens. 

7.  That  this  KesohitiM  be  ttwnmifll. 
^Md  to  Sir  Fteicia  Burdett  by  the  She- 
'fm»  and  a  ileputatioli  of  the  Livery,  who 
^4etitcd,  ^  ff»  Mim  tiiiie,^io  anure 


him,  that  however  grateful  his  release 
from  arbitrary  confinement  would  prove 
to  the  Citizens  of  London,  his  liberation 
would  be  no  Jubilee  to  the  British  People,, 
unless  obtained  by  the  triumph  of  those 
l^rand  principles  which  in  his  person  have 
been  so  shamefully  and  flagrantly  violated. 

8.  Ttiat  this  Meeting  would  become  ac- 
complices in  the  ruin  of  their  Constitution 
and  Country,  were  they  to  decline  statiitg 
what  appears  to  them  to  be  the  fact,  that 
tbe  House  of  Commons  has  repeatedly 
rejected  just  and  necessary  inquiry, 
screened  public  delinquents  and  pecula- 
tors from  punishment,  encouraged  the 
scandalous  traffic  of  seats  in  their  own 
House,  a  traffic,  '<  at  the  mention  of  which 
their  ancestors  would  have  startled  with 
indtgnatton,''  sanctioned  the  most  profli- 
gate waste  of  the  public  money,  and  ap- 
proved and  justified  an  expedition  the 
most  numerous,  formidable  and  expensive 
that  ever  left  the  shores  of  Engliand,  but 
the  most  degraided,  disgraced,  and  ruin- 
ous that  ever  returned,  alike  destntctiye 
of  the  genuine  energies  of  the  empire, 
and  holding  out  to  the  contempt  and  ridi- 
cule of  the  enemy  the  folly  and  imbecility 
of  corrupt  and  wicked  Mtnisten, 

9.  That  under  all  these  evils  and  cala- 
mities-^these  accumulated  and  accumolak* 
ing  grievances,  it  appears  to  this  Meeting 
that  no  chance  is  left  for  the  salvaliun  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  Cquntry  frotn 
imfu  nding  ruin,  but  a  Reform  in  the  Re- 
presentation of  the  People  in  the  Com- 
mons House  of  Parliament,  which,  to  be 
efficient,  must  be  speedy  and  radical. 

10.  That  the  people  of  the  UniUSd 
Kingdom  are  hereby  entrrated  to  co-ope- 
rate, by  petition,  retnonst ranee,  and  all 
consritutional  means,  in  the  attainment  of 
this  salutary  and  indispensible  object 

11.  That  a  Petition  founded  on  these 
Resolutions,  be  presented  to  the  Hoooura* 
ble  the  House  of  Commons. 

12.  That  the  Petition  now  read  be  fairly 
transcribed  and  signed  by  tvN>  Aldermto 
and  twelve  Liverymen,  and  presented  to 
the  HonoTVable  the  House  of  ConHuons, 
by  H.  C.  Combe,  Esq.  Sir  "W.  Curtis,  Sir 
C.  Price,  and  Sir  J.  Shaw,  Bart.;  and 
they,  afe  hereby  mstructed,  as  Reprcsefi- 
tatfves  of  this  Cfity,  to  support  the  same. 

IS.  Resolved  unanimuusly.  That  the 
thanks  of  this  HaH  be  givpn  to  Akiertf  4n 
Combe,  one  of  the  Representatives  of  fffis 
City,  fbr  the  dtachar^  of  his  duties,  tUd 
for  hhr  comtittitional  conduct  iit  Parlia* 
viient. 
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14-.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  the 
Thanks  oF  thi»  Hall  be  given ^to  tlic  Right 
Hon.  the  Lpr(J  Mayor,  for  his  impartial 
conduct  this  day.  and  for  his  upriglu  and 
honourable  conduct  as  Ciiief  Magistrate, 
and  his  constitutional  endeavours  to  pre- 
terve  the  peace  of  the  City  without  the 
aid  of  the  military. 

15.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  the 
thanks  of  this  Hall  be  given  to  the  Shc- 
rifis,  for  their  consliluiional  endeavours  lo 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  City  without 
the  aid  of  the  military. 

WOOUTHOBPE. 

TO  THE  HONOURABLE  THE  COMMONS  OF  THE 
DMITED  KINGDOM  OF  GREAT  IIRITAIN  AND 
IRELAND,  IN  PARLIAMENT  ASSEMBLED. 

The  kuniblc  Address,  Remonstrance,  and 
Petition,  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alder- 
men,  and  Livery  of  the  City  qfLmdon, 
in  Common  HaU  assembled,  this  4M 
day  of  May,  1810. 

We,  the  Lord  Mayor,  AMermen,  and 
Livery  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common 
Hall  assembled,  beg  leave,  wiih  feelings 
of  the  most  anxious  concern,  to  present 
this  our  humble  Address,  Petition,  and 
Remonstrance  ;  and  we  earnestly  entreat 
your  Honourable  Hoos^  to  give  to  it  a 
favourable  reception;  for  how  can  we 
hope  for  redress  and  relief,  if  the  bare 
statement  of  the  wrongs  and  grievances  of 
which  we  complain  be  rejected  ?  We 
also  beg  your  Honourable  House  to  be- 
lieve, that  in  the  language  we  may  have 
occasion,  and  are  indeed  compelled  to 
employ,  no  offence  is  intended  to  your 
Honourable  House. 

The  circumsUnce  which  most  deeply 
affiicts  us,  and  which  most  strongly  impels 
us  at  this  time  to  approach  your  Honoura-r 
ble  House  is«  what  appears  to  us  to  have 
beeJi,  on  your  part,  a  violation  of  the  per- 
sonal security  of  the  people  of  the  land. 
We  humbly  conceive, that,  without  law,  and 
against  law,  you  have  imprisoned  two  of 
your  fellow -subjecU,  and  that,  without  a 
trial,  without  a  hearing,  you  hare  con- 
demned  them.  Law  requires  legal  process 
and  trial  by  Jury  of  our  eqqals.  Justice 
demands  that  no  person  shall  he  Prosecu- 
tor, Juror,  Judge,  and  Executioner,  in  his 
own  cause.  We  beg  leave  to  express  our 
couTiction  that  this  eternal  principle  of 
imoMitable  justice  cannot  be  annulled  by 
any  House  of  Commons,  by  any  King,  by 
any  Parliaaen^  by  any  Legislature  upon 
earth.     But  it  ^paan  lo  us  that  your 


Honourable  House  have,  in  the  instances 
of  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones  and  Sir  Francis 
Buniett,  assumed,  accumulaM;d,  aiid  ex<:r- 
ciscd  all  these  oQices.   . 

We  feel  it  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  you, 
to  ourselves,  to  our  posterity,  to  state, 
thnt,  in  our  conception,  this  jurisdiction  i< 
unfounded;  and  we  humbl}',  bat  firmlv 
declare  our  opinion  against  the  existence 
of  this  power  in  any  hands; — ajurxsdictioa 
unknown  to  us,  a  power  above  the  Inw, 
and  v.'bich  could  be  enforced  only  by 
military  violence ;  a  violence  made  mani- 
fest by  the  breaking  open  of  an  English- 
man's castle,  made  by  the  preceding  and 
and  subsequent  murder  of  peaceable  and 
unoflending  citizens. 

Permit  us  humbly  to  observe,  that  tbc 
construction  of  your  Honourable  iiouse 
prevents  our  surprise  at  this  conduct  of 
your  Honourable  House.  We  will  not 
enter  into  the  detail,  so  oficn  and  so  ably 
state.i  t  to  your  Honourable  House,  by 
which  it  appears,  that  upwards  of  three 
hundred  Members  of  your  Honourable 
House,  in  England  and  Wales  only,  are 
not  elected  by  the  People,  m  any  honeU 
sense  of  the  word  People  ;  but  are  sent  to 
your  Honourable  House  by  the  absolute 
nomination  or  powef  ful  influence  of  abogt 
one  hundred  and.fiftyi^^ers  and  others,  as 
averred  in^  a  Petition  ^iyouf  Honourable 
Hou^e  in  the  year  1791,^ and  which  re- 
mains on  your  Journals  uirpontroverted. 
This  is  the  great  constitutional  disease  of 
our  country.  This  is  the  Iroe  root  of  all 
evils,  corruptions,  and  oppressions,  under 
which  we  labour.  If  it  be  not  eradicated, 
the  nation  must  perish. 

In  support  of  this  our  sincere  convic* 
tion,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  never-to- 
be-forgotten  Vote  of  your  Honourable 
House,  refusing  to  examine  evidence  on  a 
charge  against  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr. 
Perceval,  then  two  of  the  King's  Minislen, 
for  trafficing  in  seats  in  your  Honourable 
House. 

We  remember  well,  that  when  it  was 
gravely  averred,  and  proof  offered,  in  a 
Petition  which  stood  on  your  Journals, 
and  the  complaints  tliereof  unredressed 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  "  That  seats 
for  Legislation  in  the  House  of  Commons 
were  as  notoriously  rented  and  bought  as 
the  standings  for  cattle  at  a  fair,"  the  then 
Honourable  House  treated  the  assertion 
with  affected  indignation,  and  the  Minister 
threatened  to  punish  the  Petitioner,  for 
presentiiig  a  scandalous  and  libellous  Pe* 
tition.    But  we  bare  lived  to  see  a  Boose 
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of  Commons  avow  the  traffic,  and  screen 
those  accnsed  of  this  breach  of  law  and 
right,  because  it  has  been  equally  cora- 
tnitted  by  ail  parties,  and  was  a  practice 
*•  as  notorious  as  the  Sun  at  noon  day," 
At  this  Vote,  and  at  these  practices,  we 
feel  as  "  our  ancestors  would  have  felt," 
and  cannot  repress  the  expression  of  "our 
indifi^nalion  and  disgust." 
*  Under  these  circumstances,  may  we  not 
be  permitted  to  ask,  where  is  your  justice, 
where  your  dignity  r  Mr.  John  Gale 
Jones  »8  confined  within  the  walls  of  New- 
gate, for  an  alleged  offence  as^inst  your- 
selves, which,  if  committed  against  any 
other  subjects  of  these  realms,  or  even 
against  the  King  himself;  nia?ft  have  been 
adj6dged  by  the  established  Rules  and 
Laws  of  the  Land  !  Lord  Castlereagh  con- 
tinued to  be  a  principal  Mini.iter  of  the 
Crown,  and  is  now  a  free  Member  of  your 
Honourable  House !  Sir  Ffancis  Burdett, 
dragged  by  a  military  force  from  the 
bosom  of  his  family,  is  committed  to  the 
Tower  for  exercising  the  right  of  constitu- 
tional discussion,  common;  and,  indeed, 
<  undeniable  to  you,  to  us,  to  all !  Mr. 
Spencer  Perceval  continues-  a  Member  of 
your  Honourable  House,  taking  a  lead  in 
your  deliberations,  the  first  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  chief  adviser  of  the 

•  Royal  Councils ! 

Under  the   agonizing  feelings  excited 
by  the   late  imprisonment  of  our  fellow 

•  subjects,  can  it  be  necessary  for  us  to  re- 
capitokite  the  many  instances,  as  that  ap- 
pears to  us,  of  refusals  to  institute  just  and 
necessary  inquiry;  to  pursue  to  condign 

f punishment  public  delinquents  and  pecu- 
ators  ;  to  economize  the  means  and  re- 
sources of  the  State;  to  administer  to  the 
people  relief  and  redress  for  the  various 
disgraces  which  the  national  honour  has 
sustained,'  for  the  lavish  profusion  of 
Britinh  bk>6d  and  treasure,  extravagantly 
wasted  in  ill-contrived  and  fruitless  cam- 
paigns, and  more  particularly  in  the  hu- 
miliating and  ignominious  expedition  to 
the  CoastofHoUand,  in  which  the  greats' 
«st  armament  that  ever  lef^  our  shores,^ 
was  exposed  to  4he  scorn,  contempt,  and 
ridicule  of  the  enemy  ;  and*the  flower  of 
the  British  Army  leftingloriously  to  perish 
Jh  the  pestilential  marshes  of  Walcheren, 
without  i«cco«r !  without  necessity ! 
without  object  4  without  hope! 

These  and  simUaF  proceedings  of  your 
HoQoortble  House  reqitirs  no  comment ; 
b«t  we  daonot,  by  our  silence,  become 
MomplieM  in  the  .ruin  of  ouf.  country  t 
and  dare  iioi  conceal  from  you  the  whole^ 


some,  though  unpleasant,  truth,  that  they 
appear  to  us  to  have  materially  shaken 
what  remained  of  the  con6dence  of  the 
subjects  of  these  realms  in  the  wisdom  of 
your  Honourable  House. 

We  therefore  humbly,  but  firmly,  en- 
treat you  to  reconsider  your  condufct,  to 
retrace  your  steps,  and  to  expunge  from 
Journals  all  your  orders  declarations,  and 
resolution^,  respecting  Mr.  Gale  Jones  and 
Sir  Francis  Burdett ;  and  that  as  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  has  not  been  expelled  from  your 
Honourable  House,  h6  be  no  longer  pre- 
vented from  exercising  therein  all  the 
duties  of  a  Member  of  the  same. 

Above  all,  we  earnestly  pray  your  Ho- 
nourable House,  in  conjunction  with  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
notice  he  has  given,  to  devise  and  adopt 
such  measures  as  will  effect  an  imn^ediate 
and  radical  Reform  in  the  Commons' 
House  of  Parliament,  and  insure  to  the 
People  a  full,  fair,  and  substantial  Repre- 
sentntion,  without  which,  they  must  inevita- 
bly cease  to  exist,  a  great,  a  fre^  a  glori- 
ous, and  independent  nation. 


PROCESSION 


OP   THE 

UVERY  OF  LONDON: 

Preceded,  l^  Mr.  Siierif  Wood,  in  state,  to 
the  ToLoer,  Wednesday,  May  9. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the 
presentation  of  the  Resolutions  voted  by 
the  Livery  at  their  last  Common  Hall,  a 
considerable  concourse  of  the  people  had 
assembled  in  Guildhall-yard,  soon  after 
11  o'clock.  Between  J  2  and  1  o'clock, 
Guildhall  had  become  extremely  difficult 
of  access,  from  the  number  of  carriages 
with  which  King-street  was  crowded.  A 
few  minutes  before  one  o'clock,  Mr.  She- 
riffWood,  attended  by  his  Under  Sheriff, 
J*  Smith,  esq.  arrived  in  his  state  car- 
riage at  Guildhall,  from  whence  the  pro«^ 
cession  *set  out  at  a  few  minutes  afler  one 
o'clock. 

The  carriage  of  the  SbertflT  was  pre- 
ceded by  several  officers  of  the  Sheri^ 
Marshalmen  on  foot,  and  the  City  Mar- 
slials  on  horseback.  The  SheriflTs  car- 
riage was  followed  by  those  of  colonel 
Wardle,  Mr.  Pavell,  and  nearly  fifty 
others.  It  was  not  origfually  intended 
that  the  number  of  the  Livery  should  ex^ 
ceed  twenty,  and  it  was  only  on  the  pre- . 
ceding  day  that  the  alteration  of  that  in- 
tention baa  become  know^^^^u^ough  the 
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median  of  prhrate  communicattons  only. 
Had  the  notice  of  the  expected  attendance 
of  the  Livery  in  general  been  made  pub* 
lie,  there  it  little  doubt  that  the  attend* 
ance  woold  have  surpasted  that  on  any 
former  occasion.  Ai  it  was,  many  Lirery- 
men,  only  *  heard  in  the  course  pf  the 
morning  that  the  Deputation  originally 
intended  was  given  op,  and  there  was 
much  bustle  to  forin  part  of  the  proces- 
sion, though,  firom  this  circunostance,  more 
than  an  hundred  were,  unfortunately,  too 
late.  The  numbei;  of  the  Livery  allo- 
gjsther  who  attended, on  ilH»  occasion, 
amounted  to  between  two  and  three  hun- 
dred ;  among  whom  were  Mr*  Al/ierman 
Goodbehcre,  Colonel  Wardle,  Mvi  Waith- 
man,  Mr.  Favell,Mr.  Miller,  Wr.  Wright, 
Mr.  J.  Nicholson,  Mr.  Hurcomb,  &c.  &c. 

The  avenues  leading  to  GuildhalUyard 
were  so  completely  thronged,  that  the 
procession  moved  slowly,  and  with  diffi- 
culty, through  Cheapside,  where  the  mul- 
titude was  not  smaller  than  in  King-street. 
The  air  was  rent  with  acclamations,  from 
the  moment  that  the  procession  moved. 
The  windows,  filled  with  ladies,  presented 
an  appearance,  such  as  wont  to  be  exhi- 
bited on  Lord  Mayor's  Day,  when  that 
Civic  Festival  was  conducted  with  the 
splendour,  of  ancient  times.  The  names 
of  "  Burdett"  and  "  Wood"  were  re- 
peated in  shouts'  by  a  delighted  multi- 
tude ;  and  colonel  Wardle  was  the  sub- 
jet  i  <>r  enthusiastic  applause  during  the 
whole  progress  of  the  cavalcade,  which 
parsing  up  Cornhill,  turned  down  Grace- 
church-ttireet,  hom  thence  into  Fenchurch- 
street^  down  Mark-lane  into  Tower-street, 
where  a  n  ae  was  delivered  to  the  SberiBT 
from  Earl  Moira,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy  : — 

'<  Loid  Moira  presents  his  compliments 
to  the  Shiri£&  of  liondon,  and  lest  any 
circumstances  should  be  exposed  la  «iis- 
construction,  intreats  their  care  to  keep 
back,  from. the  neighbourhood  of  the  btt- 
.rier»  any  crowd  that  may  happen  to  ac 
'  company  them.  Were  there  to  be  any 
concourse  of  people  near  the  bamer,  ttie 
rulesof mihtary  discipline  would  cMige 
lord  Moira  to  keep  it  shut.  The  She- 
rifis  of  London  would  then  have  to  alight 
at  the  wicket,  and  to  walk  into  the  Tower« 
a  trouble  which  lord  Moira  would  wish  to 
spare  them,  from  every  moihre  of  pet^ 
Sonal  consideration  towards  tbtm^  ajM  of 
.  respect  to  the  City." 

«  Tewcr,  Wtdnadt^  Mortimr 


The  respectful  intention  of  bis  Lord- 
ship was,  however,  completely  frustatcd, 
for  on  coming  within  view  of  the  Tower* 
gate,  the  multitude  was  so  great,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  .the  procession  could 
reach  the  "  barrier.*'  The  City  Mar- 
shal riding  forward,  announced  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Sheriffi  and  Livery  of  Loo- 
don,  on  which  earl  Moira  gave  orders  for 
admitting  them,  although  fn>m  the  consi- 
derations stated  in  his  note,  he  felt  himaelf 
under  the  necessity  of  declining  to  admit 
the  carriages.  Mr.  Sheriff  Wood  and  hb 
Under-Sheriff  alighting,  were  received  im- 
mediately on  thwenuance  by  earl  Moira 
with  the  most  respectfiil  courtesy  and  dig- 
nified politeness.  The  guard  was  turned 
out  and  presented  arms  on  the  Sheriis 
entering  the  first  court.  It  was  more  than 
20  minutes  before  the  whole  of  the  liverv 
alighted  firom  their  carriages,  during  which 
time  lord  Moira  conversed  with  the  She- 
riff and  several  gentlemen  of  the  Livery. 
The  procession  then  moved  forward.  Co- 
lonel Smith,  Commandant  of  the  Tower, 
leading  the  way,  followed  by  the  City 
Marshals,  the  Sherifl^  and  the  Livery, 
two  and  two.  In  this  order  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  E^lanade  in  front  of  the 
house  in  which  sir  Francis  Boniett  re- 
sides; and,  as  the  Company  passed*  earl 
Moira  distinctly  saluted  every  peraon  ht 
the  procession^  all  of  whom  comptineiifeed 
his  Lordship  by  parsing  aacovmd.  Oil 
approaching  thie  hoose  of  sir  Francis  Bar- 
dett,  the.  baronet  advancing  into  the  open 
space  immedialely  befcve  the  hoiMfl^  le- 
spectfuUv  saluted  the  Sheriff  and  the  li- 
very, and  eayressing  hia  regwt  that  he  had 
not  aroom  raffio|aatly  capacious  for  tbair 
reception,  added,  that  as  the  weather  wu 
favourable,  he  IniBMM  ^o  incoBTeniettBe 
would  be  experiavced^  bf  r^oetviM  tknir 
commands  inlbaisptnalion^  The  Liveiy 
then  ranged  the^wqlvea  in  aa  owri,  two 
deep,  sir  Francis  placing  himaelf  Atabeat. 
one-third  of  the  distance  hmt  the  end 
nearest  to  his  hoow. 

Mr.  Sberifi*  Wood»  idntficMff  with  a 
copy  of  the  ResohitioM  in  his  haod»  ad- 
droM^  sir  Francis  Bm^ell^  to  the  follev- 
mgefiact:— 

''Sir;— I  beta  the  pkaanm  ^  mm 
holding  in  ny  hand  the  Btfsetalittis  of  a 
Meatiog  of  t^  Livery  of  Lattdon,  w  thair 
Common  Hall  assembled;  a  MoiSlteg, 
Sir,  which*  in  peint  ef  Midihera  uA  rs- 
spep^d>iliHr»  hen  been  ntfriy  tf«|falMln 
the  (^  of  London.  Thoae  Rsseinlieai, 
HmA  hy  lh«  UNry  tf 
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Meeltag,  vrhh  at  mtrj  Sm  dkmtdimf 
Tfkf s,  as  to  have  been  the  aliiioft  ixiani* 
meos  expression  of  the  thonsanda  there 
ai6emblod»  I  am-  directed  to  convey  to 
yoo,  and  in  so  doiog>  I  feel  it  incumbent 
on  myself  to  assure  yon,  that  they  were 
pa«ea  by  the  large  end  respectable  hody 
of  CitisenSi  of  wbichthe  Livery  of  London  » 
composed,  with  a  feeling  of  personal  re* 
spect  and  regard  towards  yourself,  indivi^ 
doally,  as  niarkcd  as  that  by  which  they 
designed  to  express  their  deep  interest  in 
the  general  welfare  of  the. nation.  A 
more  perfect  and  sincere  sense  of  grateful 
foelinfl»  of  respect,  esteetn>  and  venera* 
tton  ior  the  condoct  yon  have  so  steadily 
maintained,  could  not,  I  am  sure,  have 
been  expressed  by  any  Meeting.  My 
Under  Sheriff'  will  now  have  the  honour 
of  reading  the  Resolutions,' previous  to  my 
having  the  pleasure  of  delivering  them 
into  your  hand."     -      ^ 

Mr.  Smith,  having  read  the  Resolutions, 
they  were  then  delivered,  t)y  Mr.  SheriJOT 
Wood,  into  the  hands  of  sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett ;  who,  on  receiving  them,  bowed  re- 
spectfully, and  ptfusing  for  a  few  seconds, 
etidentlv  under  the  impression  of  feelings 
by  which  be  was  powerfully  agitated,  ad- 
dressed the  Sheriff  and  Livery  in  the  fol- 
loi^ng  words  :-^ 

'*  Gentlemen  ;— The  highest  reward 
that  can  be  bestowed  tpon  a^  faithful  Re- 
presentative of  the  People,  is  the  approba* 
tion  and  confidence  of  the  People^t'  is 
the  best,  because  it  enables  him  most  ef- 
fectually to  serve  the  People ;  and,  high- 
ly as  I  estimate  the  honour  done  me  by 
the  Livery  of  the  first  Cttv,  perhaps  in  the 
World,  certainly  of  this  United  Kingdom, 
itisibr  the  bemre-mentioned  reason  that 
I  ^aloe  it  most  It  is  by  similar  expres* 
sions  of  the  public  will,  that  great  good 
may  be  enR:cted,  unattended  by  any  of 
those  evils  which  bad  men  have  insinuated 
was  designed  to  be  produeed,  and  of 
which  insinuations  timid  men  have  been 
too  easily  the  dupes. 

*'  Upheld  hy  these  sentiments,  and  by 
the  apiprbbation  of  my  fellow  subjects,  I 
estimate  very  li|ph^  tkt  personal  incon* 
ytnience  to  which  I  have  been,  and  still 
am  sabfected.  And  I  am  happy  in  an 
opportunity  like  the  present  to  state,  that 
those  inconvenimices  have  been  dimi- 
Mhnd  as  mnch  as  possible  by  the  kind- 
ness of  ^y  lord  Moira,  the  Governor  of 
the  Tower.  Gentlemen,  the  advantages 
our  Coni^try  will  derive  from  the  transac- 
tions ^rbica  toT«  recently  tali^an  phife»  I 


flatter  myself,  will  be  great  And  should 
they  only  produce  the  able  and  constitu- 
tional argument  delivered  by  the  late  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England,  Erskine,  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  on  Monday  last,  I  should 
say^ey  had  bee^  great ;  there  breathes  the 
spirit  of  our  forefathers ;  it  brings  back  to 
our  recollection  better  times,  and  better 
lawyers,  and  coming  fi[XMn  such  high  legal 
authority,  and  sanctioned  by  the  still 
higher  authority  of  reason,  the  foundation 
of  all  law,  cannot  tail  of  making  a  deep 
impression  on  the  public  mind,  and  of 
powerfully  aiding  those  great  constitUf> 
tional  principles,  of  which  Lord'  Erskine 
seems  to  be  almost  the  last  legal  deposit^ 
upon  whichevery  man'ssafety  depends,  and 
for  marnuinihg  which,  by  every  meand 
of  legal  resistance,  against  the  violent  zU 
jtacks  of  arbitrary  power,  I  •  have  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  with  yoxir  approba* 
tion.  But  even  this  would  not  have  been* 
valued  by  me,  as  it  now  is,  had  it  not 
been  accompanied  hy  that  expression  of 
your  determination  to  use  every  exertion 
to  promote,  the  only  measure  wise  men 
will  think  of  any  great  importance  to  the 
Country ;  a  radical  Reform  in  the  Repre- 
sentation of  the  people,  of  which  ftce  elee* ' 
tion  is  the  vital  jprinciple.  In  the  neces« 
sity  of  some  reform  in  the  representatioB» 
it  appears,  all  parties  now  agree,  except 
those  immediately  carrying  on  the  cor- 
ruption, or  fattening  on  the  spoils  of  tha 
Country.  Gentlemen,  it  has  been  artfol- 
1 V  misrepresented  by  the  leaders  of  fiie* 
tion,  that  the  public  and  mys4f ;  for  I 
know  not  what  they  mean  by  my  pcrty^ 
unless  it  is  the  public ;  are  very  illiberal 
in  denying  honesty  to  every  man  who 
differs,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  enr- 
selves;  but.  Gentlemen,  though  I  cer* 
tainly  entertain  a  very  mean  opinion  of 
the  patriotism  of  the  leaders  of  either  of 
the  Actions,  which  have  so  long  distracted 
and  deluded  the  Country,  ejther  of  Whigs 
or  Tories,  "  between  which  two  thieves, 
^ys  Mr.  Ralph,  the  historian,  «'  This  na* 
tion  hath  been  crucified,''  ye(  I  am  per- 
suaded that,  under  both  mesa  nnforto- 
nate  nick^names,  are  enlisted  a  greal 
many  honest  Englishmen,  both  Whig  and 
Tory ;  who,  tbongh  dissatisfied  with,  and 
ashamed  of,  the  tergiversatioiis  of  theif 
leaders>  still  do^  firom  habit  and  circiim* 
stances,  rahictaiitly  hang  on  md  aUoir 
themselves  to  be  coont^  in  tha  ranks* 
But  an  upright  honest  opinion,  not  a  shaqa 
fnercenary  pretencie,  surely  no  man  ough^ 
fmd  1  aq^  cortaia  no  mm  does,  morarespeot 
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than  myself,  however  widely  diiTering 
from  ray  oivn;  and  I  trust  the  time  is  not 
far  diistant  when  independent  men,  disre^ 
garding  the  watch-words  of  faction,  will 
unit^  to  put  an  end  to  peculation ;  to  a 
boroQgh-monger  system,  grinding  the 
faces  of  the  poor,  and  undermining  the 
•ecurity  of  the  rich;  will  unite  to  re-esta- 
blish legal  government,  and  to  curb  arbi- 
trary power,  whether  exercised  directly 
by  the  executive  Magistrate,  or  indirect- 
ly by  means  of  a  Corrupt  House  of  Com- 
mons. Such,  and  such  only,  d re  in  my 
mind  honest  men,  and  can,  with  truth,  be 
said  to  love  their  King  and  Country.  We 
want  nothing  but  what  the  law  ordains ; 
no  new  jchemes,  no  half  measures ;  we 
want  no  plan  of  Reform  from  any  man, 
but  the  Constitution  of  England,  as  by 
law  established.  Why  should  the  People 
of  England  receive  lord  Grey's  plan  ?  or 
lord  Grenville's  plan  ?  or  Mr.  Brand's 
plan  ?  or  sir  Francis  Burdett's  plan  ?  or 
«ny  other  man*s  plan?  The  proposition 
made  by  me  last  year  was  not  to  adopt 
any  plan  of  mine,  but  the  law  of  England; 
this  is  all  the  public  require,  less  than  this 
they  cannot  take,  more  they  do  not  de- 
mand ;  such,  at  least,  is  my  conception  of 
the  matter,  and  sueh  m}*  opinion*-bold  to 
the  law,  for  the  new  corn  mast  come  out 
oi*  the  old  fields. 

"  Gentlemen^  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the 
honour  you  have  done  me,  add  beg  you  to 
accept  my  best  acknowledgmenu ;  and 
you,  Mr.  Sheriff  Wood,  fot  your  band- 
tame  conduct." 

Immediately,  on  the  conclusion  of  this 
address,  which  excited  a  general  feeling 
iviipossible  to  be  described,  the  Livery 
crowding  round  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  ofler- 
•d  their  individual  congratulations,  which 
he  received  with  that  dignified  affid)ility, 
by  which  hismanners  are  at  all  times  so 
conspicuously  marked.  In  about  ten  mi- 
iitites,  the  Sheriff  taking,  his  leave,  the 
Procession  moved  back  in  the  same  order 
to  tbe  Wioket— Earl  Moira  saluting,  as 
bf^fisre,  every  individual  Gentleman.  As 
the  carriages  drew  up  at  the  barrier,  his 
Lordship  remained  at  the  .Gate,  in  conver- 
sation with  different  Gentlenaen  of  the 
Liveryi,  uatjLthe  last  carriage  of  the  pro- 
cessioA  mojFed  off. 

,  •  The  dignified  and  revp^ctful  attention 
W4th  which  ius  Lordiship  conducted  him- 
self on.  th4^occa$ion>  WAS  precisely  that 
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which  eveiy  geiitl«man  would  andeipat* 
from  a  Nobiemati  of  exalted  rank  and 
character— blending  at  once  dignified  de- 
meanour with  the  highest  polisb  and  re- 
finement of  the  high-bred  Gentleman. 

The  multitude  was  greater  on  the  retarn 
than  daring  the  progress  of  the  Proces- 
sion, which  now  moved  up  Tower-bill, 
towards  Crutched-friars.  Bi^t  long  ere  the 
SheritPs  carriage .  reached  the  square  in 
frontof  the  Trinity  House,  the  horses  were 
takcln.off,  and  the  Sheriff  was  drawn  by 
the  united  exertions  of  a  number  >)f  bis 
fellow- citizens.  It  was  easy  to  fdresee 
that  Colonel  Wnrdle  would  not  be  suffered 
to  pass  without  a  similar  testimony  ol*  res- 
pect— the  horses  were  taken  also  from  bis 
carriage,  which  moved  through  the  multi- 
tude, that  rent  the  air  with  shouts  of 
"  Burdett"  and  "  Wardle.''— In  Crutcfaed 
Friars,  the  horses  were  taken  from  a  third 
carriaije,  in  which,  as  we  understood,  were 
Mr.  Favell  and  Mr.  Waithman.  The  pro- 
cession did  not  return  by  Fencburcli- 
street,  but,  passing  up  Billilerrlanc,  tumetl 
down  Leaden  hall -street,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeding through  Comhill,  reached  Guild- 
hall about  thrte  o'clock.  Th^  crowd  of 
citizens  was  so  great  at  the  entrance,  that 
the  Sheriff  and  the  Livery  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  getting  through  the  Hall  into  the 
Aldermen's  Council  Room. 

Notwithstanding  the  immense  multi- 
tude with  which  the  .streets  were  lined^ 
and  particularly  the  narrow  ones,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Tower,  we  did  not 
hear  of  the  slightest  accident — and  it  is 
with  pleasure  we  record  the  conduct  and 
demeanour  of  the  People,  which  was 
marked  by  that  peaceable  disposition  so 
8trikin«rly  manifested  at  the  late  Meeting 
of  the  iiiectors  of  Westminster,  in  Palace- 
yard. 

The  enthusiasm  with  which,  not  only 
Mr.  Sheriff  Wood,  Colonel  Wardic,  a|id 
other  individuals  in  the  procession,  but  the 
whole  of  the.  Livery  were  received  by 
their  Fellow  Citizens,  afford,  as  we  con- 
ceive, a  most  irrefragable  proof  of  the 
seiieral  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the 
Metropolis,  who  appear  to  be  fully  im^ 
pressed  with  this  great  and  important 
truth,  that  Sir  Francis  Bunlettis  now  con- 
tending, and  legally  comending,  againrt 
the  Borough-Factibn — in  favour  of  the 
Righls— .the  Liberties,  and  the  Constito* 
tiou  of  England. 
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Major  Cartwright's  Petition  to  thb 
House  of  Commons. 

To  the  Cpnunons  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Parliament  assembled.— The  Peti- 
tion of  the  undersigned  Freeholder 
of  England : 

Sheweth, 

1.  That  cek-tain  doctrines,  which  have' 
of  late  been  maintained,  and  certain  de- 
ciisions^  which  hare  of  late  been  come  to, 
in  your  Mohoarable  House,  huve  at.lengtU 
placed  the  loncc-agitated  que^lon  of  a 
Reform  in  the  Representation  of  the  Peo- 
ple in  Parliament,  in  a  point  of  view,  in 
which  it  cannot  be  rightly  contemplated, 
without  aHording  a  demonstration,  that 
the  sole  alternative  left  our  country  is. 
Parliamentary  Retbrm,  or  National  Ruin. 

2.  How  can  your  Petitioner  speak  the 
•motions  of  his  heart— what  language  can 
express  his  sentiments— -when  he  thinks 
of  the  astonishing  decision,  by  which 
your  Honourable  House,  in  the  night  be- 
tween the  1  Ith  and  12th  days  of  May, 
1809,  absolutely  refused,  by  a 'majority 
of  SIO  against  85,  to  enquire  into  the  cri- 
minal accusation,  broirght  by  a  member 
in  his  place,  against  Viscount  Castlereagh 
and  another  member,  one,  of  having  sold 
for  a  sum  of  money,  a  scat  in  your  Ho- 
nourable House  ;  and  the  other>  of  a  con- 
nivance at  such  sale!   ' 

3.  Your  Petitioner  was  the  more  shock- 
ed at  the  said  decision,  as  the  said  Vis- 
coQnt  Casilereagh  had,,  not  long  before, 
when  under  the  examination  of  a  Com- 
mittee, confessed  an  attempt  to  obtain  for 
another  placeman  a  seat  in  your  Honour- 
able House,  by  what,  to  your  Petitioner 
appears  a  double  corruption,  in  bartering 
for  it  an  E^st  India  Writership  ;  which,  an 
Act  of  Pari  iament  had  forbidden  to  be  so 
disposed  of. 

4.  When  seats  in  your  Honourable 
House  are  bonght  and  sold,  the  people, 
their  laws  mnd 'liberties,,  are  bought  and 
sold. 

5.  Although  there  be  not  in  human 
speech  words  by  which  the  thoughts  of 
your  Petitioner  on  this  your  decision  <?an 
be  conveyed,  he  cannot  dismiss  the  sub- 
ject without  saying— but  disclaiming  any 
idea  of  being  indecorous — that  such  treat- 
ment of  the  people  is  beyond  endurance  ! 

6.  After  such  a  decision,  and  after  en- 
quh-v  inio  the  criminal  charge  in  question 
l^Mbeen  rescued  on  the  i^round  of  the 


sale  of  seats  being  as  notorious  as  the  sight 
of  the  sun  at  noon  day,  your.  Petitioner 
cannot  remain  silent  on  those  truths  of 
the  Constitution,  by  which  the  dangerous 
error  of  your  decision  on  the  shocking 
profligacy  of  selling  seats,  and  the  au- 
dacity of  vindicating  it^  must  be  made 
manifest. 

7.  In  order  to  this^  your  Honourable 
House  is  requested  to  contemplate  the 
three  several  species  of  Sovereignty  with 
which  we  are  familiar ;  namely,  first, 
the  original,  inherent,  and  proper  Sove- 
reignty, which  necessarily  resides  in  the 
entire  mass  of  the  Nation  ;  secondly,  the 
Legislative  Sovereignty,  which,  by  dele^ 
gat  ion,  resides  in  a  Parliament  of  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  (being  the  most ' 
conspicuous  and  important  feature  of  that 
constitution,  by  which  our  Nation  has 
consented  to  be  governed  ;)  and,  thirdly, 
that  Executive  Sovereignty,  which,  by  a 
further  delegation,  resides  in  the  sole  per* 
son  of  the  king. 

8*  If  your  Petitioner  hai  correctly 
distinguished  the  literal  from  the  fi- 
gurative. Significations  of  the  word  Sove- 
reignty, it  will  be  discovered,  that  a  Com<> 
mons  .House,  after  deducting  only  the 
Royal  Family,  the  temporal  Nobles,  and  a 
few  Ecclesiastics,  is  .intended. exclusively 
to  represent  and  to  personify  the  National 
Majesty. 

().  It  will  also  be  discovered  that  such 
a  House  of  Parliament  is  peculiarly  the^ 
depositary  of  the  Nation's  liberty,  the 
guardian  of  its  property,  the  organ  of  its 
will;  and  that  in  fact  it  is  the  vital  part 
of  the  State;  wherefore  it  ought>  on 
every  principle  of  reason  and  political 
wisdom,  in  an  especial  manner  to  be  se- 
curely fenced  around,  fortified,  and  at  all 
points  defended,  by  the  solemn  sanctions, 
an^  the  awful  terrors,  of  appropriate  laws 
against  High  Treason :  for  "  Treason  is 
a  betray  inij(  of  the  State  :  and  the  first  and 
the  highest  treason  is  that  which  is  com* 
mitted  against  the  Constitution.^' 

ia  But,  instead  of  the  Majesty  of  the 
Nation  being  thus  enthroned  ;  instead  of 
this  palladium  of  its  liberties  being  thus . 
guanded,  the  Nation  sees  your  Honourable 
House,  which  ought  to  be  an  object  of 
universal  confidence,  respect,  and  vent* 
ration,  exposed  to  every  abuse,  that  can 
undermine,  to  every  riolation  that  can 
degrade,  to  every  viqe  that  can  pollute, 
and  destroy  it ! 

11.  The  People  sea  it  abandoned  as  a 
comnon  prey  'to  the  fiactieua  borough  pa* 
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iron  and  the  trading  ad?entarer;  to  the 
unprincipled  sharper  and  the  unfaithful 
Minister ;  to  the  Asiatic  nabob,  and  eren 
to  the  hostile  European  despot ;  who  all 
k|Kow  its  seals  to  be  vendible  wares  in 
which,  through  the  agency  of  certain 
panders  of  corrupiion,  they  can  place 
their  agents ! — ^That  the  agent  of  a  French 
king's  mistress  had  o^tC9  m  loat  in  yoor 
Honourable  liouse^  is  within  the  remem- 
brance, as  at  the  time  it  was  within  tfce 
knowledge  of  your  Petitkmer.  Ami  tl  is 
weH  known  that  at  onetkae  thi  Wnfcgh  ol 
Arcot  purchased  for  his  agents  seven  or 
eight  of  those  seats. 

m.  The  learned  Blackstone  hath  said, 
that,  "  with  regard  to  the  elections  of 
".Knights,  Citizens,  and  Bargesaea*  we 
M.iBay  ofoserre,  that  herein  coaatfls  the 
"  eitercise  of  the  demooratic  part  of  our 
•*,  Constitotioa :  for  in  a  democracy  there 
".can  be  no  exercise  of  aoTereignty  hot 
"<by  siifiiran»  which  ia  the  declaration  of 
"  the  People's  will.  In  all  democracies, 
"-  therefore,  it  is  of  the  oMost  importance 
"to  reffulate  by  whom,  and  in  what  man*. 
"  ner,  the  suffrages  are  to  be  ffiTcn.  And 
'^the  Athenians  were  se  justly  jealoos  of 
"this  prerogatiTe,  Uiat  a  stranger,  who 
"  iutertered  in  the  assemblies  of  the  Peo- 
"  pie,  was  punished  by  their  laws  with 
"  death ;  because  such  a  man  was  esteemed 
"  guilty  of  High  Treason,  by  usurping 
"  uiose  rights  of  Sorereigoty  to  which  he 
"•  had  no  title.  In  England,  where  the 
"  People  do  not  debate  in  a  oolIectiTe 
"  body,  but  by  representation,  the  exer- 
"  ciae  of  this  Sovereignty  consbts  in  the 
"  choice  of  Representatives/' 

IS.  So  your  Petitioner  contends,  that 
when  a^  Minister  of  the  Crown,  or  a  Peer, 
or  other  disloyal  person,  either  by  pur- 
chase or  barter,  by  nomination  or  undue 
influence,  seats  a  member  in  your  Hononr* 
ble  House,  he,  by  usurping  a  right  of 
Sovereignty  to  which  he  has  no  title,  is 
guilty  of  High  Treason ;  and  that  every 
species  of  buying  and  selling  of  seats,  and 
the  inlevierenjoe  of  any  person  whatever 
for  oorrupting',  or  for  violating  the  free- 
doni  <rf  election,  is  consequently  High 
Treaeon ;  and  oug^,  as  such,  to  be  guarded 
against  by  express  law. 

14.  Such  treasons  %re  farmove  deadly 
than  that  which  even  strikes  at  the  life  of 
thf  Executive  fiovereign;  as  in  law  the 
K»g  o%nnot  die,  so,  were  one  £iog  to  be 
slain,  another  must  instantly  succeed :  nor 


would  the  throne  be  for  a  moment  Txcant 
But  a  murdered  Constitution  has  no  suc- 
cessor ;  when  that  pcrisrhes,  there  is  na- 
tional  ,ruia;  and  the  betrayed  people 
drag  on  in  chains,  in  misery,  in  vice  and 
slavery,  degraded  existence ! 

15.  Having,  then,  lived  to  see  a  distinct 
charge  of  sening  a  seat  in  yooi*  HoBoura* 
ble  House  net  by  a  vote,  and  inquiry 
into  that  treason  borne  down  by  m  m^o* 
rtty,  ive  have  seen  enoogli,  had  Vre  seen 
nenght  else,.  I»  pFore  timi  tile  8«ie  alter- 
inAcve  left  oar  iite^  and  not  respected 
coonuy,  is,  a  radical  Reform  m  our  Re- 

fresectation,  or  a  f  ual  extinction  of  our 
Jherties. 

10.  Between  Taxation  and  Representa- 
tion there  is  in  the  ijiglish  Coastitatieii» 
nnd  in  the  English  mind,  an  inseparable 
union;  and  Ivliaa«mt,  as  it  is  easy  to 
demonstrate,  canaei  Qanstittttionally  have 
duration  heyoandAmbiywur* 

17.  WherefiNe,  your  Petitioner^  so- 
lemnly protests,  a^d  appeals  against  iH 
treasons  in  the  sale,  or  barter,  or  disposal 
oif  parliamentary  seats,  and  against  vio- 
lating in  any  way  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tion: as  wall  as  against  the  present  on- 
constitutional  inequality  of  representation, 
and  lon«  parliaments,  as  the  chief  causes 
of  all  the  calamities  our  country  has  at 
any  time  experienced  since  the  incom- 
plete reformation  of  our  government, ^- 
£fMimd  hf  .the  It»¥elmien,  ill  the'year 
1688;  and  the  causes,  nsore  especially, 
of  unilecessary  war  — a  state  of  things 
most  prolific  of  patronage,  abuse,  and 
taxation — to  which  snch  a  derangement 
of  our  system  holds  out  to  corrupt  minis- 
ters a  perpetual,  and,  as  it  should  seem,  a 
resistless,  temptation. 

18.  When  it  is  said  by  any  Member  of 
ypur  Honourable  House  that  a  Reform 
m  Parliamentary  Representation  cannot 
lighten  the  .burthens  of  the  Nation,  the 
People  must  have  indeed  a  new  feel  nag— 
they  must  feci  their  understandings  in- 
sulted. They  know  that  their  burthens 
may  be  lightened :  they  know  that  the 
increase  of  them  may  be  prevented  :  they 
know  thai  soch  a  Reform  only  twenty 
veaES  ago  might,  and  probably  would, 
have  averted  a.  war,  that  has  hurt  he  ned 
the  Nation  with  an  .addiMoiial  debt  of 
nearly  dOO  mil! ions,  and  added  40  militona 
a  year  to  its  taxtis. 

(To  be  4»BtumccL) 
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"  The  defect  of  Repmeotation  is  the  national  Disease;  awl,  pnless  you  apply  a  remedy  directly  to 
"'  that  Disease,  yon  rott^  inevitably  take  the  Coosequeoces  with  Which  it  -is  pregnant.  Without  a 
"  P.4RLIAME^^^ARY  RRFORM  the  nation  Will  be  p.ai//ge  /  iruu  ntw  wan ;  without  a  Parllamcmaiy 
**  Reform  you  cannot  be  tijeftom  dad  Mi/tislers,  nor  cart  good  ministers  be  of  any  use  to  you.  No  honest, 
**  BMOI  eaot  aocordini;  to  the  piaent  ayateds,  continue  minister.'*— — Ma.  PtTT*s  Speech,  in  the  House  qf 
C.Htmons,  ,\1S2. 
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PARUAMENTARY  REFORM. 

On  Monday,  the  2 1st  instant,  Mr. 
Bramd  made  his  motion^  in  the  Honoura- 
ble House,  for  a  Committee  to  consider  of 
measures  proper  to  be  adapted,  relative  to 
a  Rtform  tn  the  Representation  qf  the  Peopie 

in  Parliament, 1  will  not  attempt  here 

to  give  any  account  of  the  particular  mea- 
sures recommended  by  Mr.  Brand ;  be- 
cause the  speech  will,  hereafter,  be  given 
more'  fully  than  it  can  now  have  been 
given,  and  because  I  wish,  of  all  things, 
to  avoid  any  misstatement  u))on  the  subject. 

It  may,  however,  be  useful  just  to 

state,  that  he  recommended  a  greai  ex- 
tension of  the  right  of  voting ;  that  he  also 
recommended  the  purchising  of  the  bo- 
roHn^;  ^^^  ^^^  mode  WjBQtiaip  itf  dis- 
trict^.—It  appears,  that  there  were  34-^) 
members  present  at  the  discussion,  and 
234>  of  them  voted  against  the  motion  and 
115  for  it ;  so  that,  there  was  a  majority 
of  more  than  half;  there  were  more  than 
two  to  one,  against  even  going  into  a  com- 
mttee  vpon  the  subfect.-^'-^lt  would  be  use- 
less to  make  any  remarks  on  the  tneasores 
proposed  by  Mr.  Brand,  the  Honourable 
House  having  rejected  his  proposition  for 
going  into  a  committee,  not  because  bis 
particular  measures  are  not  to  their  liking, 
out  becaTise  thtj^  object  to  ,t^y  and  to  all 
^f^eamrera^haiever  for  altering  the  state  of  the 

'•presentation. What  we  have  to  do, 

*erefore,  is  to  examine  what  was  said,  i|i 
Ai«  debate,  in  support  of  this  objection. 

PtasT,  it  was  alledged,  that  the  people  do 

«w  wish  for  a  refbrm, Beforo^  we  in- 

5wre  into  the  fact  hero,  let  os  sete  a  little 
now  this  sort  of  objection  would  be  re- 
lished, if  urged  in  other  cases.  I  do  not 
suppose,  that  any  one  will  be  so  shame- 
*^  as  to  say,  that  the  people  wished  for 
tht  Walcheren  Expedition;  that  thej  wished 
for  the  Income-tax;  that  they  wished  for 
^^pension,  fE>r  three  generations,  to  Baron 
^^ouro  and  Viscount  Tatavcra.  I  do  not 
■■y*  that  no  one  will  be  found  impudent 
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enough  to  assert,  that  the  people  wished' 
for  afi  these ;  but,  I  believe,  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  such  a  person.  Never- 
theless, these  measures  were  adopted ; 
and  not  a  word  did  any  of  those,  who 
wero  for  them,  ever  say  about  the  toishes 
qf  the  people.  The  minister,  when  he  uas 
about  to  impose  upon  as  the  almost  into- 
lerable  burden  of  the  Income-tax,  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  wait  till  we  expressed 
our  wishes  to  Kave  the  said  burden  im-' 
posed  upon  us.  Why,  then,  are  we  now 
to  be  toldf  that  one  objection  to  a  reform 
is,  that  the  people  do  not  wish  it  ?  It  is . 
curious  enough,  that,  in  this  case  only  the 
Honourable  House  is  to  wait  for  an  ex- 
pression <^f  the  people's  wishes.  It  can 
pass  laws  fpr  rpaking  bank-notes,  in  effect, 
a*  legal  tender }  it  can  pass- laws  £orim-> 
posing  such  a  tax  which  takes  away  about 
the  tenth  part  of  every  legacy;  it  can 
pass  laws  for  making  every  man  yield  up 
one  tenth  1>art  of  his  income,  whether 
proceeding  from. freehold  estates  or  from 
the  sWpat  cf  hisl^b'row ;  it  can  pass  laws 
for  a  compulsory  calling  of  the  people  out 
into  military  service,  and  subjecting  theiu 
to  military  punishments*  All  tbis  it  caa 
do  without  waiting  for  the  people  to  ask 
them  to  do  ity  or  any  part  of  it ;  but,  wbea 
rtform  is  proposed,  it  is  objected,  that  the 
people  do  not  vrishfor  repmnh^-^^'B^t,  the 
J^-f  is  iiotoriously  otherwise.  It  is  per- 
fectly notorious^  that  the  general,  ana  al- 
most universal,  wish  is  for  reform.  Indeed^ 
that  every  one,  who  does  not  thrive  by 
the  present  svsieai»  aiixtoudy  wisfaeft  mf 

reform Mr.  Tiernbt,  in  speaking  to 

this  point,  said  ''  it  was  hit  wish  to  give 
*'  satisfaction  to  the  mjber,  thinking  part 
<'  of  the  public,  whose  praise,  although 
"  not  so  noisy,  he  must  be  natur|illy  am- 
"  bitious  to  deserre.  Among  sucn  peo- 
''  pie  be  found  the  call  for  Rrform  umvetf 
"  sal.  indeed,  it  was  impossible  to  miat 
"  in  any  society  without  hearing  that  call 
"  repeated ;  without  hearii|ff  the  evili 
"  arising  out  of  the  system  of  our  repre^ 
2  C 
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<'  sentation  dilated  ppoit ;  i^ithQUt,  id  £act« 
''  hearing  the  Bouse  of  CommoDs  spoken 
''of  with  marked  contempt.     (Some  rnnr- 
»  murs  )    Gentlemen  might  murmur;  but 
**  be  stated  his  decided  opinion  of  what 
**  hekn«:w.     He  wouk}>  indeed,  call  Cipon 
'f  any   member  of  the  House,  whaterer 
«'  walk   of  society  he  entered,  to   state 
**  wliat  he  heard  upon  this  gubject.    He 
<' did  not  say  that  that  House  deserved. 
'*  contempt,   although    many    arguments 
*\  might  be  drawn  from  its  conduct^  parti- 
'*  cohrly  witb  regard  to  the  Convention 
'f  of  Cintt*a  aud  the  Walcheren  Expedi- 
<f  tion>  which  appeared  to  account  for  the 
*'  sentiment  of  the  public.     But  the  very 
*'  circumHance  cf  the  right  ktmourable  genik' 
*^  man  cpposiic  being  the  milkier  qf  the  coun' 
^f  try,  and  wppa^ed^  ly  that  Home,  wot 
'f  enough  to  deprioe  k  ^  thepidtlic  confidence, 
^  That  support  socb  m  minister  could  not 
'*  haTe(^<A«  Home  wen ptoperfy  camttncted, 
'*  In  fact,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Scotch 
^f  members,  who  could  not  be  catted  Repre- 
"  teirtatvpes  qf  the  people,  the  right  bonour- 
''able  gentleoMD  must   h)i^   Mien    in 
"  consequence  of  the  Wilebereri  Expe^ 
'^  dttion/'-— — Thiftis  in  answer,  as  tar  as 
assertion  can  go^  to  what  was  said,  by  the 
opponents  of  tbe  motion,  respecting  the 
v?iilie$  of  the  people.-^— ^But,  then^  say  tbe 
other  Side,  we  hare  something  Hke  proqf 
in  the  absence  of  petitions.    l%ere  are  no 
petitions  upon  the  table  praying  for  a  re- 
I'arm.    This  reason^  to  be  sure,  does  come 
a  little  »iykwMrdty  ffom  those,  who  have 
jusi  refused  to  suffer  to  lie  upon  the  table 
the  petitionaof  the  County  of  Middlesex 
a»d  the  Ci^  of  London,  both  praying  for 
a  reform.     One  very  efl^ctbal  Way  of  be- 
ing able  to  say,.thait  there  at^e  *o  petitions 
upon  the  table,  uttdoubtedty  Is,  ilot  to  suf- 
fer any  petitions  tb  be  put  upon  the  table. 
When  file  peCition  of  Midd!ese:3if,  praying 
for  a  vefbrm  of  parli8Uient>  wa^  under  dis^ 
Cttssion,  it  was  urged  by  Chose  wbo  have 
now  oppoMl  Mr.  Brand's  motion,  that,  ff 
$hMt  petihn  wai  recewed,  the  table  would  soon 
be  eovered  toM  tuoh  petiriont.    This  was 
one  of  the  reasons  openly  arowed  for  the 
rejectkm  of  that  petition;   and,  yet,  do 
these  same  persons  now  ufge  the  absence 
of  petitMui»as  a  reaeon  iar  excluding  thdt^ 
the  people  doiioi wish  (ot  reform.*-— -But,' 
this  argument  drawn  from  the  absence  of 
petitions    is    altogether    fallacious.    Mis. 
WfliTBEBAo  sard,  in  answer  to  it :    "<  'the 
*'  t^ppoeers  of  Refbrm  endeavour  to  deny 
''  tbat.it  is  tbe  wish  of  the  country.    They 
u  igroand  the  miMrtion  on  thitf,  tftat  ^  peo- 


"  pie  iaspe  not  petkumed  fat  k.      Bjit  tkey 
**\zYtyean  ago petkkmed,  and  the  reason 
''  they  did  not  repefli  tlMtt  wmi  llmt  they 
"feel  ditoppomted  amd  di^ufted  week   tkt ' 
"  tg)Ostacy  qf  those  vfko  once  tvere  firm  aup^ 
"porters (fit.    They  have  found  all  their 
"  petitions Jbr  the  rewress  qfgpeoancea  disre^ 
'*  garded;   and  in  this  very  session*  thej 
"  have  seen  the  House  of  Comm^as  t^mae 
"  to  receive  the  prayers  qfthepcopU,     Bat  it 
"  was  most  idle  to  believe  that  tb^y  did 
"  not  xmsh  £or  Reform  in  their  hearts;     It^ 
"  necessity  became  every  day  more  mbao- 
"  lute.''     Besides  .this,  where  is  tbe  rea- 
son to  suppose,  that  the  people,  in  tiie 
country,  scattered  widely  as  they  are,  and 
having  such  difficulties-  to  contend  with* 
will  ever  meet  generally  to  petition  for 
a  reform  of  that  House;  in  the  returning  of 
the  members  to  which  so  many  of  the 
powerful  men,  in   the  several  counties, 
have  so  much  to  do  ?     Look  at  one  of  our 
counties.    You  see  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
the  Sheriff,  the  Justices  qf  the  react,  the 
Clergy,   the  Militia- Officers,  the  MUuary 
Commanders  and  Staff  (Steers  qf  Districts, 
the  Barrack'FeopU,  the  Custom-House  and 
Excise  people,  all  the  Conmiissioners  and 
Qtherspossessing powers  ef  taxing:  in  shoi-t, 
every  creature  in  authority ;  every  crea- 
ture po<^essing  the  means  of  annoying  and 
tormenting  on  tbe  one  hand,  and  of  fa- 
vouring and  ibstering  on  the  other  hand, 
is  appointed  and  kept  in  power  by  the 
ministry,  or  by  those  amohg;it  tbe  rich, 
who  have  the  greatest  interest  in  sup- 
porting the  present  way  of  composing 
the  parliament.      This   beins   the  case, 
how  are  the  people  to  meet  lor  tbe  pur-^ 
pose  of  petitionmg  ?    In  a  few  of  the 
counties  the  thing  may  be  done  ;    but,  ta 
others,  it  is  not  to  be  expepted.    Tbe  peo- 
ple, those  who  really  pay  the  taxes  and 
receive  none  of  them  back  again,  have  bo 
means  of  getting  together.    They  are  fc^ 
asunder  by   the  thousands  of  obstacle«» 
some    few  of  which   I  have  mentioned 
above;    and  it  is  only  in  and  about  the 
Metropolis  and  very  large  towns,  wbere 
^en  are  too  thick  to  be  kept  astuider,  and 
where  ihe  communication  of  opinion  and 
feeling  is  so  rapid,  that  a  sj^irit  adequate 
to  the    producing   of  petitions   is  to  be 

estpecteo. To    make     the     argument 

of  the  ab^nce  of  petitions  worm  any 
thing,  tbe  Sheriff  of  eacb  county  shouldiit 
once,  call  a  meetins,  and  there  put  tbe 
question.  Ifatsucn  meetiogs,  the  qu^» 
tionwas  decided  against,  refoiycn^  Ui^ 
indeed,  tbe  fbct  might  be  fairly  put  &|> 
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ward  in  support  of  the  assertion^  that  the 
peopk  do  not  wish  for  reform ;  bat  to 
^onnd  such  an  at^rUon  upon  the  mere 
absence  of  petitions,  under  the  present  cir- 
comstances  of  the  country,  is  almost  as 
modest.asit  wottldbe  to  asS^ert/that  there 
4>iigbt  to  be  no  reform  because  the  pa- 
trons of  boroughs  do  not  petition  for  such 
reform.  As  Mr.  Whitbtead  said>  the 
people  must  necessarily  wish  for  a  re- 
form  I  because  th«y  see  such  an  endless 
train  of  eyils  proceeding  out  *f  the  want 
of  it.  Mr.  Ponsbnby  has  called  tb«  pre- 
sent ministers  the  «'  Bewwt  nf  England  f 
he  has  said,  that  "  if  the  Hoose  support. 
*'  suchm  m\tiMfy,ai€H&imn\ftyUrcgtirdtd 
*'  ^  me  cftht  graaett  eaiimikia  tktu  can  be- 
*'fmU  a  nation."  Well,  the  House  has 
supported  this  ministry,  and  stiU  does  sup- 
port it,  Mr.  Tiemey  now  sa^s^  that ''  the 
'^  bare  cirounutance  of  Mr.  PerccTal 
<'  being  minister  of  the  country,  and  sup- 
*'  ported  by  the  Hoose,  is  enoim  iodepribe 
''  tke  aotuc(ftkepMiccoi^Uimce."  Well, 
Mr.:  Perceval  if  supported  by  the  House. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  people 
mmi  wish  for  a  reform  as  naturally  as 
they  must  wish  for  hiippirless*  and  health ; 
and^  to  conclude  that  they  do  not  wish  for 
reform*  because  they  do  net  petition  for  it, 
is  not  much  less  absurd  than  it  would  be 
to  condude,  upon  a  similar  ground,  that 
they  do  not  wish  that  there  may  be  no 
more  such  loyai  men  sis  Messrs.  Hunt 
and  Villiers  entrusted  with  their  money. 
The  people  have  presented  no  petitions 
jSgainst  Messrs.  Haiit  and  Villiers,  and 
iker^brt,  we  are  te  conclude,  that  the  peo- 
ple here  no  dislike  So  aee  such  men,  or  the 
smn^  entrusted  with  the  public  money  in 

future ! ^Part  of  the  people,  and,  indeed, 

the  most  M^Mrtam  part,  in  every  point  of 
Yiew^  kwtc  pettttoned  for  a  reform;  and, 
which  is  well  worthy  of  remark,  even  the 
wretched:  imtruments,  who  have  been 
let  te  work  to  draw  up  aiid  sigh  proteiis 
Against  these  petitions,  have  not  had 
tne  hardihood  to  deny,  that  some  sort  qf 
tifwa  u  neeemary.  They  talk  of  the 
iaipaihctionet  which  time  lias  introduced 
into  the  repreisentation.  The^  call  them 
^g)IU»  indeed^  and  aver  that  it  is  much  bet- 
ter to  endure  the  evib  arising^  from  them, 
4ian  to  run  the  risks  of  a  change,  such,  as 
4g^  essot,  the  petitioners  hare  in  view ; 
bQi»  itiU  they  allow  that  there  are  things, 
which  it  would  be  desirable  to  reforai. 
Been  these  vrretched  souls  have  not  the 
impodepce  to  pralend,  that  the  ttate  qf  the 
fermentation  i$  what  it  ought  to  be.    To  as- 


sert, therefore,  that  reform  is  n6t  the  %oi$h 
^Mc  nation^  is  to  make  assertion  in  the 

teeth  of  notorious  fact. Ma.  Calking 

is  reported  to  hare  said,  that  "  no  doubt 
"  there  was  a  party  in  the  country  who 
"  pretended  Reform,  and  seeking  anarchy, 
*'  reviled  and  distrusted  that  House ;  bat 
*'  the  object  of  whose  views  was  not  its 
''  improvement,  but  its  destruction :  a 
"  vain,  contetnptibie,  degraded  ertw,  who 
**  magnified  themselves  into  the  nation, 
**  and  diminished  the  nation  into  a  faction 
'r — ^Ij^j  declared  their  own  infellibility, 
"  and  depreciated  the  judgment  oi^  all 
''  others ;  a  body  who  were  $00  weak 
**  to  be  respected — to^  despicable  to  be 
"JtoTAl'*— -*This  is  very  good,  but  it 
will  not  answer  the  purpose  imended.  It 
will  not  jnake  the  Keformers  believe  that 
th^ir  Opponents  wtfiUl  qf  confidence  in  their 
power;  and,  if  they  should  belieTethat 
subh  confidence  does  exist,  they  will  still 
believe,  that  those  who  entertain  it  most 
grossly  deceive  themselves.  No;  they 
are  not  to'be  shaken  in  their  opinions  and 
expectations  by  any  thing  of  this  sort. 
They  will,  doubtless,  think  of  this  Ian* 
guage,  applied  to  those  who  have  called 
for  reforin,  and,  of  course,  to  those  who 
attended  the  meetings  In  Westminster, 
Middlesex,  and  the  Citv  of  London;  but,  it 
will  not  answer  anr  of  tne  purposes^  which 
the  speaker  manifestly  intended  it  should. 
**  A  vain,  contemptible,  degraded  crew,  too 
f '  weak  to  be  respecUd,  too  despicable  to  he 
**Jeared'*  These  are  words'  to  be  remem- 
bered ;  but,  they  do  not  prove  that  the 
nation's  wish  is  not  for  reform ;  nor  are 
the^  any  answer  to  the  complaints  of  the 
petitioners  about  the  decision  of  the 
Henourable  House  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Madocks's  charge  against  Mr.  Perceval 
and  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Henry  Wellet*^ 
\eyrelatioetotheseatandvotei^Mr.  9uin^ 
tin  Dick.  They  are  hard  words;  hard 
names ;  but,  the  tendency  of  them  is  n^l* 
ther  to  appal  the  heart  nor  to  conrmce 
the  mind. 

Another  expedient  of  the  opp6nents  of 
Ma.  Brand  was  to  quote  authorities  against 
rtformmg,  aAd  the  public  will  not  httre 
b^n  a^  little  amused  to  see  Messrs. 
SruaoBs  andCANMrNo  appealing,  upon  this 
occasion,  to  my  writings,  in  support  of  their 
assertions  respecting  the  practical  evil  ef- 
fecto  of  reform.— -They  read  a  passage, 
(not  particularized  in  the  report  or  the  de<< 
bate)  wherein/  it  appears,  r^^ve  a  disad^ 
vamageous  description  of  the  American  JL^ 
gishtive  Bodies:    and,  as  I  never  belied 
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them,  I  am  sure  I  neter  did,  when  at  li- 
berty to  speak  my  mind,  say  airy  thing 
^oodqf  than,  generally/  tirougli  it  would  be 
hard  indeed  had  they  contained  no  good 

men  at  all. Well ;  but  what  has  this  to 

do  with  our  question  of  reform  ?  As  Mr. 
Whitbread  observed,  there  was  no  rrfomi 
in  America.  It  was  the  creation  of  a 
new  gcvemment.  It  was  of  this  species  of 
goyernment,  where  the  Chitf  Magistrate  is 
elected,  and  where  there  are,  in  fact,  six- 
teen little  elective  kings;  where  the 
Judges,  from  having  it  in  their  power 
to  become  candidates  for  [Presidentships 
and  Governorships,  make  justice  give  way 
to  their  political  views,  and  are  really 
guilty  of  canvassing  from  the  bench. 
Then  again  the  sulFraga  is  universal  The 
^voters,  are,  in  many  cases,  as  complete 
tagabonds  as  the  pot-walloping  fellows  in 
England ;  and,  indeed,  there  is,  at  bot- 
tom, a  much  closer  resemblance  between 
the  American  suffrage  and  the  English 
'suffirage,  as  at  present  existing,  tlian  Air. 
Canning  appears  to  imagine.— -^This  ok- 
thorit^,  then,  will  stand  our  opponents  in 
but  little  stead,  since  wc  propose  to  make 
no  one  change  that  shall  have  a  tendency 
to  cause  the  English  government  to  re- 
semble that  of  America.  Indeed,  we  pro- 
pose to  make  no  change  at  all  inthe  Con- 
st! tutioti  of  England.  We  want  it  to  be 
what  it  was  formerly,  and  what  it  is  now 
said  to  be.  We  want  the  Con^mons  to  be 
represented  in  one  qf  the  Houses  qf  Parlia- 
ment ;  we  want  men  to  be.  taxed  by  their 
ovm  consent  and'ii^  without  their  cwuent; 
and  this  the  law  says  shall '  be  the  case. 
——I  disliked,  and  I  still  dislike,  the  go- 
yerhmehts  (for.  Tike  legion,  they  are  many) 
of  the  American  Slates.  But,  because  I 
dislike  a  government,  where  there  are 
sixteen  elected  kings,  where  there  are  two 
and  thirty  elected  legislative  assemblies, 
where  the  Judges  may  become  kings, 
where  the  sufirage  is  vested  in  persons 
who  have  no  property  as  well  as  m  per- 
sons who  have  property;  because!  dis- 
like  all  this,  does  it  follow,  that  I  must 
Uke  pot- wal lopping  and  seat-selling !  Be- 
cause I  dislike  universal  suffrage  in  Ame- 
rica, does  it  follow  that  I  must  also  dislike 
m  representaUon  qf  property  in  England  ! 
As  well  might  it  be  contended,  that,  be« 
cause,  ten  years  ago,  being  at  the  distance 
of  a  thousand  leagues,  I  thought  the  au- 
thors of  the  Anti-Jacobin  to  be  gentlemen 
of  independent  fortune,  animated  by  a 
love  for  their  country,  having  no  selfish, 
dirty  views,  being  no  toad-eaters  of  any 
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minister,  scorning  to  pocket  the  public 
money,  scorning  to  carry  off  a  traffick  in 
loyalty,  I  am  still  to  think  the  same, 
though  I  have  now  bad  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  of  knowing  those  authors.  The 
whole  of  the  passage,  in  my  writings,  re- 
ferrcd  to  by  Messrs.  Sturges  and  l^anninf , 
says  this :  '^  avoid  every  thing  that  sbarll 
''  tend  to  make  the  English  gqremmeTU  ir^ 
"  semble  that  qf  America.**  Now,  uv  reform 
the  Parliament  would  have  the  elR.ct  of 
making  our  government  resemble  that  of 
America  less  than  it  now  does.  Where, 
then,  was  the  force  of  this  reference  to  tiky 
opinions  about  the  American  government  ? 
And,  how  desperate  must  be  the  case  of 
those,  who,  under  such  circumstances, 
could  make  such  a  reference  ?  How  bad, 
how  very  bad,  must  they  (who  love  me  as 
the  Devil  loves  holy-water)  have  founfti 
the  merits  of  their  case,  when,  with  the 
hope  of  propping  it  up  even  for  a  little, 
they  resort  to  the  authority  of  my  opinion  f 
My  opinion,  formerly  given,  will,  upcAn  fair 
examination,  be  found  tiot  to  favour  itiem 
at  all  i  but,  what  must  they^  have  felt  their 
case  to  be,  when  they  resorted  to  that 
opinion  ? 

The  old  hacknied  topic  of  the  French 
Revolution,  and  the  fafte  of  the  tinforcnnate 
king  of  France,,  have  been  resorted  to 
upon  this  occasion.  ''  Aye,**  say  our  op- 
ponents, "  if  you  would  knew  what  tbciBe 
"  umooating  schemes  lead  to,  look  at  the 
"  lie  volution  in  France.''  But,  may  not 
we,  with  much  more  reason,  say  :  "  if 
'«  you  would  know  what  this  refusal  qf  re- 
*'fonn,  this  contempt  qf  the  poopk,  leadb  to> 
"  look  at  the  Revolution  of  France  V*  It 
was  the  obstinate  refusal  to  reform  tn  time, 
and  the  subsequent  employment  of  an 
army,  partly  composed  of  foreigners,  that 
produced  the  bloody  revolution  in  Frttnte. 
In  answer  to  Mr.  Canning's  admonition, 
grounded  on  the  fate  of  the  nations  cf 
Europe,  Mr.  Whitbread  said :  •*  Ayt, 
''  what,  indeed,  has  been  the  fate  of  other 
''  nations  who  neglected  the  means  of  na- 
"  tional  safety  ?  Did  Prussia  rrfbrm  ?— 
"  Did  Austria  redreu  the  pecpl^s  grieV' 
'*  ances  f  Why  has  Spain  been  the  theatre 
"  of  havoc  and  desolation  r  Wer^  their 
"  miseries  to  be  traced  to  the  experimemt  qf 
*'  Reform?  Or  rather,  was  it  not  the  ef- 
'•  feet  of  the  resistance  with  which  their 
"  respective  Governments  treated  evety 
"  proposition  of  redress  and  amelioration  ? 
"  Had  .Sicily  reformed  f  And  what,  not** 
<«  wiibstandmg  (he  liberal '  assistance  of 
"  Great  Britain,  will  be  iu  fate,  iiida» 
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'*  that  Government  shall  be  wise  enough 
*'  to  accede  to  the  reasonable  wishes  of 
"the  people?  Subjugated  Europe  has 
"  fallen,  not  because  she  made  rash  expe^ 
*\  riments  on  her  systems  of  GoTernment, 
"  but  by  sanctifying  every  abuse,  andperU- 
"  naciously  refusing  to  accede  to  the  just  de- 
"  sires  qf  the  people;  she  destroyed  the 
"  moral  energies,  and  though  she  placed 
"  arms  in  the  hands  of  those  who  ought  to 
•'be  her  defenders,  there  remained  no« 
"  thing  of  influence  over  their  hearts 
"wKen    brought    in    contact    with    the 

"enemy." That  it  the  answer  to  the 

French- revolution  story.  There  is  no  get-  _ 
tiog  out  of  the  difficulty,,  in  which  tlie 
opponents  of  reform  are  placed  by  this  an- 
swer. There  is  Europe  before  os.  Re- 
form has  been  demanded  by  the  people 
in  all  her  old  governments.  They  all  re- 
futed to  rtform.  They  have  all  been  over- 
turned, and  France,  against  whom  they  all 
combined  because  she  had  destroyed  her 
okl  government,  is  now  the  absolute  mis- 
tress of  them  all. Nothing,  therefore, 

can  be  more  unfortunate  than  an  appeal 
to  the  example  and  the  fate  of  the  nations 
of  Europe,  that  fate  calliofi^  out  to  us,  in 
the  voice  of  woe,  U>  shun  that  example, 
atld  to  rrform  in  ^fm^.— ^Thc  example  of 
all  these  nations  have  proved,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  defend  a  country  against  a 
foreign  enemy,  unless  the  hearts  qf  the  peo- 
ple are  with    the  government.      It    has 
proved,  that,  to  keep  a  people  in  awe, 
and  to  defend  the  country,  at  the  same 
time,  against  an  inVader,  b  a  task  too  ar- 
duous for  any  g6vemment ;  and  of  the  use 
of  this' important  truth,  let  us  hope,  that 
OMT  government  will,  in  time,  avail  itself. 
The  Reformers  are  charged,  in  this  de- 
bate, with  designs,  which  they  do  not /;ro- 
^  to  have  in  view.     Mr.  Tiemey  says, 
that,  giye  them  the  rieht  of  voting  for  the 
R^le  taxed  house- holders,  they  wil|  ask  it 
for  the  tvonien  and  cluldren.    Where  did  he 
learn  that  ?  And,  Mr.  Canning  says,  that 
^\i  our  professions  about  attachment  to  the 
king  are  made  with  a  view  to  his  destruc- 
tion and  that  of  the  kingly   government ! 
——This  is  pretty  round  work;  but  no 
proof;  not  a  shadow  qf  proqf,  is  attempted 
^  be  produced,  in  support  of  these  asser- 
tions.   Kor  will  the  assertions  produce 
any  effect  upon  the  public.    Those  who 
can  be  aianrted  now  are  too  contemptible 
in  point  of  intellect  to  merit  attention.     In 
the  years  from  1793  to  1803,  there  were 
good  meant  of  working  up  alarm.     But, 
who  does  not  now  see  the  wide  difference  ? 


There  is  no  democracy  existing  in  France. 
JKing-killing  is  quite  out  of  fashipn, 
"  French  principles !  Defend  us  from 
"French  principles!''  was  the  cry  for* 
merly,  and  a  most  profitable  cry  it  was  to 
those  who  followed  it  as  a  trade.  But 
what  now  ?  The  principles  of  France  now 
are  tolaliy  changed.  The  example  now  set 
by  the  ruler  of  France  inprtcluly  the  op- 
pojite  to  the  example  set  by  his  predeces- 
sors ;  and  there  are  few  amongst  us  brute 
beasts  enpugh  to  imaging,  that  there  is 
still  the  same  cause  for  alarm* '  Buonaparte 
is  a  military  despot,  and»  I  think  it  would 
not  be  easy  to  find  any  two  men  in  all 
England,  out  of  a  madhouse,  capable  of 
being  persuaded,  that  the  reformers  wish 
to  establish  a  military  despotism.  Of  all 
the  persons  in  the  whole  world,  the  Public 
Robbers  not  excepted,  there  is  no  one« 
perhaps,  who  would  see  a  parliamentary 
reform  in  England  with  so  much  regret  as 
Buonaparte  would.  To  excite  alarm> 
therefore,  is  quite  impossible ;  and  I  think, 
that  the  Times  news-paper  b  very  much 
deceived  in  supposing,  that  the  vote  of 
Monday  was  at  all  influenced  by  any 
alarm,  excited  by  the  recent  disturbances  . 
in  the  Metropolis.  The  decision  was 
grounded  upon  the  principles  openly 
avowed  by  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Giddy, 
and  others;  and,  of  course,  it  could  not 
be  aflfected  by  temporary  circumstances. 

It  would  be  useless  to  extend  these  re- 
marks, though  there  are  several  points 
upon  which  I  should  like  to  touch. — ^The 
subject  is  now  so  well  understood,  that  no 
nev)  light  can  be  thrown  upon  it.  We 
clearly  understand  one  another  now,  and 
all  the  people  understand  the  matter  full 
as  well  as  tnose,  who  take  an  active  part 

in  the  controversy. 1  am,  as  I  always 

have  been,  for  leaving  the  work  of  reform 
Uitiine,  My  opinion  is,  that  the  Reformists 
have  now  nothing  to  do  but  to  keep  the 
subject  fresh  in  the  public  mind  by  fire« 
quent  expost^res  of  the  effects  oli  the  bo- 
rough  system,  leaving  the  rest  to  the  force 
of  events,  which  will  not,  I  am  convinced, 
be  long  in  bringing  about  that  change  of 
system,  which  is  so  necessary  to  the 
salvation  of  the  country.  But,  it  is  of 
great  importance,  that  when  the  hour  does 
arrive,  it  should  not  find  us  «iipr«pflre<<  ; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  very  desirable,  that  a 
detaHed^zn  of  reform  should  be  submitted 
to  the  public.  I  should  like  to  have  filled 
up  the  skeleton  of  Mr.  Brand's  plan,  for 
instance  ;  for  though  there  are  some  parts 
in  it,  which  I  disapprove  of^  I  should  like 
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to  see  how  it  would  bejmim  motion.  This 
would  be  rendering  a  Tery  great  service  to 
the  public.  Men's  minds  would  grow 
into  mmiliarhy  with  the  thing  :  and  thas 
would  the  difficulty  be  half  got  orer.  I 
flhouU  like  to  see  it  deariy  shewn,  too, 
what  effect  such  a  change  would  have 
upon  the  CYown  ;  for,  I  am  the  most  de- 
ceived of  men»  if  the  reform  proposed  by 
Sir  Fraucis  Bnrdett  would  not  be  imme^ 
diately  felt  to  have  a  most  powerful  influ- 
ence in  adding  to  the  dignity  of  the  throne 
and  in  giving  efficiency  to  the  ministers 
of  the  king,  who,  when  released  from  the 
trammels,  in  which  they  are  now  held, 
would  bo  able  to  devote  all  their  time 
and  talents  to  tlie  real  ^rvice  of  the  state. 
— Mf.  Whitbebad  pot  a  case  :  "  He 
*'  commenced  upon  the  mischiefs  which 
'*  must  follow  from  collusions  between  the 
«'  patrons  of  troughs,  and  the  Minister — the 
"  one  bartering  his  patronage  either  to  gra- 
"  tifv  his  ambition  or  his  avarice  ;  the 
^'  other  the  honours  of  the  Crown  or  the 
"  money  of  th^  people,  to  acquire  Parlia- 
"  mentary  support.  Suppose  some  great 
*'  Lord  with  his  six  or  seven  nominees  in  that 
"  Mouse,  s/tauld,  in  the  hnginir  qf  his  empty 
^'vanity,  grasp  for  those  distinctions  which 
"  were  ordained  to  reward  heroic  achiivemmus 
<*  — that  lie  should  Utreaten  the  Minister  qf  the 
"  day  with  the  d^eclian  cf  his  norpinees  in 
*Uhat  Ilouse^  unless  he  obtained  that  rib- 
"  hand,  which,  though  an  ornament  to 
"  merit,  must,  when  otherwise  confer- 
**  red,  be  considered  a  badge  of  disgrace  to 
"  the  wearer.  Has  such  a  case  never  hap- 
**  pened,  or  was  il  impossible  that  it  should 
'*  ever  hiyjpen  again  ?  Had  it  never  oc- 
"  curred  that  menaces  qf  a  similar  nature 
*'  were  made  to  a  Minister,  unless  his  counte- 
"  nanae  was  gwn  to  some  proposed  public 
"  xvork,  in  whicU  was,  however,  blended 
"  some  liulc  q£ private  interest,  but  for  the 
*'  accomplishment  of  which  the  public  nto- 
'*  ney  was  to  be  enttrsly  tqipHed  T  If,  then, 
^*  such  things  have  ht^ppened^^if  they  can 
"  happen  again — who  was  it  that  coold 
"  deiw  it  to  be  a  most  profligate  exercise 
"  of  thoro  powers  which  were  enlrusted 

*'  fur  far  (itii'erent  purposes  ?" What  a 

life  must  be  that  of  a  minister,  exposed  to 
such  threats!  And,.hoTY  is  k  possible,  that, 
while  sucii  tlii.jgs  take  place,  tite  aflkirs  of 
a  nation  can  hn  weli-conduct'd  !— — lb  it 
possible  to  believe,  that,,  at  this  4ay,  the 
peo^jle  of  England  wiM  ever  be  eontented 

to    see    >uch^biq^^^  ^^^S  ^"^ Mr. 

^^""^^j^^gmmtm^/^^  ^i*  speech, 

^i '  /SSbmmimnmSk.&tuai  mode 


"  of  reform  or  not,  he  felt  convinced  that 
''  they  must  have  moderate  reform  or 
"mihtary  government  (hear,  hear ) J  He 
"  said  not  this  from  any  sentiment  of  in- 
"  vidious  animosity  to  the  Gentlemen  op-» 
"  posite,  or  from  any  fueling  of  attacb- 
•'  ment  to  those  Gentlemen  on  the  btaches 
"  below  hin»— he  spoke  it  from  a  deep 
''  convfCtioR  of  its  truth.  They  muH  hmoe 
*'  moderate  rrform  or'  military  govemmeni, 
"  They  would  have  no  otlier  alternative, 
"  for  if  they  persisted  in  refusing  to  the 
"  people  the  object  of  their  Wishea^  they 
''  would,  sooner  or  Tater,  make  nn  attempt 
^  to  obtain  their  right  by  force ;  and  then 
*'  would  the  sun  of  this  country's  glory  be 
"  set  for  ever.  But  give  to  the  people  their 
"  rights  while  they  constitutionally  de- 
''  mand  them,  and  soon  will  it  rise,  and 
**  dispelling  the  darkness  of  the  political 
«  horizon,   shine   out   in   all   its  ancient 

"strength   and    native    grandeur.'* 1 

perfectly  agree  in  these  sentiments,  ^ich, 
indeed,  I  have  before  expressed ;  and,  I 
firmly  believe  ihem  to  be  the  sentiments  of 
ninety  nine  out  of  every  hundred  men  tn 
England. 

W-   COBBETT. 
Botley,^hM<ty,  1810. 

— -^  ■  ,4       ' 

COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Fifteenth  Volume  of  the  abort 
Work  is  in  the  Press,  and  will  be  pnbiish* 
ed  with  all  piroper  dispatch.  All  Com^ 
munications  will  be  carefully  attended  to ; 
but  i^  is  particularly  retineated  that  tfa^ 
may  be  forwarded  as  early  as  possible. 

Major  Cartwbight's  Fstition  TOTSfi 

House  of  Commons. 

CConcludedfrom  p.  800.J 

19.  Theflagrant  violation  of  the  elective 
rights  of  the  Nation,  the  shameful  inequa* 
liry  of  Repretentation,  and  the  unconsti- 
tutional length  of  Parliaments,  as  well  as 
the  seducing  of  Members  from  their  fide- 
lity to  the  FSeople,  b^  places  and  pensions 
from  the  Crown,  hemg  obviously  wrong, 
against  the  Constitution,  a^inst  the  prin- 
ciples of  oar  law,  against  justice,  against 
reason,  against  decency,  and  utterly  sub- 
versive of  public  liberty  ;  big  with  every 
species  of  ruin,  whether  pecuniar}-,  poCtH 
cal,  or  moral,  and  tending  no  less  to  the 
subjugatien  of  these  islands. to  a  foreign 
Conqueror,  than  to   a  debasement   and 
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vkmvf  of  tke  Peotil^  and  tbtir  Posterity » 
constitole  a  grfevtnce  truly  intolerable. 

10.  Wherefore  your  Petitioner^  dcprfe- 
ctimg  nil  t(»at  metaphorical  and  contemp- 
tiWe  sopl^stry  aboiti  the  Constitution^  bv 
ivhiok  wicked  men  endeavour  to  exhibit 
&f  amyitery,  that  which  otir  brave  un« 
letttrad  a«ce9t6rs  framed  as  a  plain,  prac* 
tkraf,  and  bon^ift  rufe  of  goremtnent, 
tntsta  thai  yoar  Honoarabfe  Hous«^  as 
early  as  may  b*,  wljl  originate  a  law  for 
eaUMidiBg  representation  to  the  same  Kmit 
as  direct  taxaiioil  kiaapport  of  the  Pbor, 
tlw  Charch  am^  th^  Sti^te ;  for  distributing 
that  mpresentatioh  wfth  justice  and  im- 
paniality  ;  for  brinring  back  PaHiaments 
to  a  constitutional  auratibn ;  for  so  order- 
ing t}le  efectioBs  as  -to  prevent  unne- 
cessary iron  We  and  expence,  as  well  as 
tumult ;  and  for  preserrmg  their  fireedom, 
and  canpMng  the  polls  in  one  day ;  and 
likewise  for  proteetinr  from  treasonable 
▼iolatioo»  by  appropriate  laws,  the  Ma- 
jesty of  tbo  Nation,  as  it  ought  to  be  per- 
sonified by  your  Honourable  House. 

21.  Few  qnd  simple  as  are  these  propo- 
sifcioBS,  they  would,  as  your  Petitioner  is 
hombly  of  opinion,  do  more  Ibr  our  coun- 
try, its  H  berties,  its  prosperity,  and  its  glory, 
thi»  were  done  fdr  it  hf  Magna  Charta 
airf  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

.i2.  Here,  under  a  strong  persuasion  that 
the  evils  of  destroyed  Representation  had 
arrired  at  their  acm^,  this  appeal  to  the 
sswous  reflection  of  your  hon.  House  had 
adoaHy  been  closed  y  but  that  erroneous 
parsoasion^  has  been  done  swajr  by  recent 
avciits,  which  have  placed  b^re  the  na- 
tion's wondering  eyes  those  evils,  in  still 
mofe  terrific  shapes,  and  leading  to  still 
more  dreadful  consequences. 

93.  On  the  question^f  undefined  Privi- 
^fg**»o  analogous  to  undefined' Preroga-. 
*w,  may  it  not  be  respectfully-  asked,  if 
^J^wa  either  be,  or  can'  be,  a  Prerogative 
•r  Privilege  beyopd  thi^— ''a  power  of 
^ctirfg  fcr  the  p(H>Itc  good,  where  the  p6- 
•Hino  law  is  silent?" 

And  again*-^'  Where  the  law  can  be 
™*de  to  speak,  catt  it  be  either  necessary, 
^^  enediebt^  or  safe,  that  there  should  be 
•ny  discretionary  Prerogative,  or  discre- 
tionary Privilege  ?*'   . 

d|k  If  the  Law  be  capable  of  redressing 
a  libelled  SbvereignT  and,  for  that  cause, 
a«»y  to  the  teog  a  privilege  of  being  at 
^2  ^^^^•*'''»i^^'J"<^8®*  mm!  executioner 
*^'5?*  <>^n  cause,  how  can  swh  irrecon- 
^«wla  ppwetH  be  justly  claimed  by  either 
oflU-otkertWtbraidieaof*  the  jWgisla. 
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tore  ?  And  would  not  a  union  cf  such 
powers  constitute  a  despotism  unknown  to 
the  English  Constitution,  and  revolting  to, 
reason? 

125.  Bv^t  leaving  to  the  seriou.4  medita* ' 
tion  of  your  Honourable  House  these  im- 
portant questions,  th6  legality,  or  illega- ^ 
lity,  of  your  Warrant,  against  Sir  Francis^ 
Bordett,  seems  to  be  involved,  allow  your 
Petitioner  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
late  military  proceed ir^,  rising  out  of 
orders  issued   by  civil  authorities;    and 
more  especially  to  the  act  of  breaking 
open,  with  military  force  and  by  violence^ 
the  house  of  the  said  bir  Francis  Burdett^ 
tiot  charged  with  either  treason,  felony, 
or  a  breach  of  the  pe^e,  and  conducting . 
him  through  a  body  of  armed   so^diers^ 
drawn  up  m  his  own  hall,  to  a  carriage  . 
surrounded  by    an  army,   and  so  to  a 
prison. 

26.  On  the  flagrant  illegaliiy  of  such ' 
an  outrage  on  an  finglishmaii,  your  Pe* 
titioner  presumes  there  is  but  one  opinion. '. 
— U  is  personally  kAowp  to  your  Peti- 
tioner,  that  two  days  prior  to  the  seizure 
of  Sir  F.  Bordett,  as   aforesaid,  when  a  ^ 
number  of  persons,  asseattbled   before  his/ 
door,  were  charged  with  being  rioteii,  a 
body  of  soldiers  belo(igihg  to  the  stahding  . 
army,  in  mi4itary  arrfiyj  and   under  the 
orders  of  a  General  Oftcer  then  present, 
were  employed  ;    and,  as  your  Petitioner 
humbly  conceives,  illegally  employed,  to  ' 
keep  the  peace  ;  and  he  believes  ihesianie 
illegal  mode  of  keeping  the  peace  was 
persevered  in^  until  the  imprisonment  of 
the  said  Sir  Francis  Burdett  was  accom* 
plbhed.  . 

27.  A  Standing  Anhy,attbough  neces-, 
sary  for  offensive  war,  and  the  protec'ttua 
of  external  possessions,  being  yet  alto^ . 
gether  unknown  to  the  Law  ana  Constt-  . 
tution  of  this  kingdom— siic^  army  not 
constituting  part  ot  the  civil  state,  but 
being  under  a  different  command,  and  , 
"  subject  to-  a  different  taw,''— canaa, 
of  course,  be  a  legjsl  instrumiei^t  for  go* 
veming  the  Nation,  that  is,  for  executing 

,  anyproce88oftheLaw,orfor.ipinister.iall/t 
performing  any  act  of  a  civil  authority 
for  giving  effect  to  the  Law  ;    even  aU  . 
though  such  act  w^re  in  itself  liu^irlul  to  ^ 
Peace  Officers^ 

28.  When  an  indiscreet  iMopulace^  an- 
gered by  violations  of  public  liberty  or 
other  cause,  assemble  together,  annoy  by 
any  species  of  assault,  those  who|9;  they 
consider  as  their  oppre^Di>  ndnecan  i|eny 
that  the  law  is  violated  "and  the  peace  ' 
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broken ;  bvit  thoie  vfho  lead  out  a  Stand- 
ing Army  in  full  military  array  and 
equipment  to  restore  order,  commit  a' 
violation  of  law  a  thousand  times  more 
criminal,  and  a  breach  of  t|ie  peace  ten 
thousand  times  more  violent  and  alarming. 
.29.  A  rabble  of  idle  men  or  unruly 
boys  might  on  a  sudden  daub  oqr  clothes, 
demolish  our  window  glass,  and  assume  a 
momentary  authority,  but  an  organized 
Pone  Camitatus  would  instantly  restore 
peace  and  the  dominion  of  the  law. 
Whereas  when  a^tanding  army,  assuming 
the  odice  of  our  protector,  subjects  us  to  a 
government  of  ball  and  bayonet— -then, 
indeed,  our  Constitution  is  foully  stained. 
Liberty  is  stabbed,  and  the  I^w  itself 
^'  demolished/'  The  sword  may,  indeed, 
be  again  returned  to  its  scabbard,  and  the 
toldiery  retire  to  their  barrack  fortresses. 
But  if  their  reappearance  be  to  depend  on 
any,  firom  a  Police-Magistrate  up  to  the 
King,  is  not  this  Military  Government  f 
It  is  not  sorely  with  discretionary  power 
thus  despotic  that  Parliamentary  Privilege, 
for^ettihg  its  own  defensive  nature,  will 
claim  to  have  kindred,  or  seek  to  hpld 
fellowship  ! 

30.  The  English  Government  is  itself 
Only  to  blame,  if  its  legal  means  of  sup- 
pressing riot?,  by  a  resistless  Coupty 
Power,  be  not  at  all  times^  ^d  in  all 
places,  in  perfect  readiness  at  a  call,  fof 
preserving  the  public  tranquillity. 

3 1 .  If  then  our  Rulers  have,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  last  thirty  years,  against 
law,  against  remonstrance,  against  ex- 
hortation, intentionally  left  the  County 
Power,  which  is  vital  to  the  Constitution, 
in  its  "  sbamefqlly  neglected  state,*'  and 
have,  on  all  occasions  of  trifling  disorders 
in  our  streets-r-disorders  to  which  their 
pwn  neglect  of  duty  gave  birth— got  into 
a  constant  habit  of  illegally  introducing 
the  standing  army  for  restoring  quiet,  what 
}^  the  obv;eus  inference  to  be  drawn  from 
this  constant  practice  ? 

52.  Here  your  Hon.  House  is  implored 
to  reflect,  vi  nether  without  being  misled 
by  na'mei;  or  appearance  of  any  kind,  it 
jnust  not  be  acknowledged,  that  a  state  is 
in  reality  under  fi  civil,  or  under  a  mili- 
tary governijient,  as  for  the  ultimate  en- 
forcement of  its  laws^  resort  be  had  to  a 
civil  power,  or  to  a  military  force :  and 
your  Honourable  House  knows  that  civil 
government  alone  is  free  government; 
military  government  rank  despotism. 

53.  Having  thus  establishea  the  princi- 
ples whereby  to  jud|;e,  the  character  of 
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the  proceedings  for>  executing  the  late 
orders  of  your  Honourable  House  vvtll 
now  be  easily,  determined. 

Your  Serjeant  at  Arms  solicited,  and  ob- 
tained, for  this  service,  an  army.  In- 
cluding all  the  troofis  op  their  march  from 
country  quarters,  for .  supporting  those 
within  the  metropolis,  the  whole  is  geoe- 
rally  believed  to  have  exceeded  34-.000 
men,  beside  an  ample-train  of  artillery ; — 
a  greater  force  tii^  that  with  which  an 
English  Kins  defeated  100,000  French  i^ 
Cressy  ; .  and,  an  arovy,  which,  in  this  in* 
stance,  could  have  no.  other  object  than 
to  overpower,  or  to  kill,  all  such  as  might 
have  attempted  to.  resist  by  force  the 
execution  otyouf  order. 

34.  Your  Honourable  House  is  there* 
fore  intreated  to  give  mature  consideration 
to  the  following  Queries. 

1.  If  a  standing  army  be  "unknown 
to  the  Law  and  Constitution  of  this 
Kingdom/'  must  not  its  emplf^yment, 
under  pretence  of  enforcing  Law,,  be,  in 
fact,  the  greatest  of  all  violations  of  Law, 
and  subversion  of  the  Constituiion  ? 

2.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  every  nuui« 
within  the  ages  of  15  and  tlO,  a»a  Mem* 
her  of  the  County  Power,  to  resist  a 
Breach  of  the  Peace,  the  breaking  into  a 
House,  or  any  act  of  illegal  violence 
against  a  Fellow  Subject,  whether  the 
Peace-breakers,  or  violators  of  the  Law, 
be,  or  be  not  Soldiers  ? 

g.  If  any  Person  or  Persons,  perpetrate 
acts  of  illegal  violence,  in  open  Rebellion 
against  Law,  and  should,  with  inient 
to  overpower,  or  kill  all  persons  wba 
should  at^pippt  to  resist  them,  put  them- 
selves at  th^  head  of  an  army  of  .merce- 
nary Soldiers,  and  by  means  of  -  such 
Anny^  should  actually  carry  tlieir  illegal 
and  violent  designs  into  execution,  wonki 
not  this  be  an  Act  of  "  Open  Deed*  levy- 
''  ing  War  against  oiir  Lord  the  King  in 
"  his  Realm }" 

4.  Is  not  such  levying  of  Wiar  "of 
open  deed«''  among  the  Treasons  enume^ 
rat^d  in  th^  Statute,  21  £d.  ^d  t 

5.  Must  not  the  killing,  of  any  of  the 
People,  by  an  Army,  lyUile  so  acting,  be 
Murder  ? 

6.  Must  not  all  the  Soldiery ,  of  toch 
Army,  present  at  any  such  Murders*  be 
in  law  principals,  as  well  as  thp^  uiii|ler 

*whose  orders  they  should  act  ? 

7.  Considering  h(>w  much  the  Soldien 
of  a  Standing  Army  are  machines  and  in- 
struments, in  the  hands  of  them  who  com* 
mand|  must  not  those  who' give  them  oi^ 
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deris,  |>e  the  most  crimiDal  parties  in  any 
such  Murders  ?       •' 

8.  Whether  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  this  Kingdom,  considering  the  immense 
number  ofnatiTe  Soldiers,  "under  a  dif- 
ferent command  from  that  of  the  Civil 
Magistrates,  find  subject  to  a  different 
Liw"  from  that  of  the  Civil  Courts,  and 
the  rast  addition  of  Foreign  mercenaries, 
bora  under  arbitrary  power^  and  as  Sol- 
diers doubly  enslaved^— a  military  despo- 
tism, as  rigorous  as  that  of  Franc«>  can 
possibly  be  averted,  but  by  Restoring,  to 
full  vigour  and  energy,  the  County^  Power, 
as  80  years  ago  was  earnestly  retom- 
mended  and  urged  by  Sir  William  Jones  ? 

Wherefore  your  Petitioner  trusts,  that  in 
the  present  awful  crisis  of  our  Country, 
your  Honourable  House  will  take,  in  good 
part,  his  dutiful  expostulation — chearfully 
relinquish  every  unconstitutional  claim  of 
Power,  heal  our  distractions^  and  preserve 
our  Liberties,  by  exerting  all  its  etiergies 
for  restoring  of  our  two-fold  Constitution 
in  its  vital  organs,  its  Commons  House, 
and  its  County  Power. 

And  your  retitioner  will  ever  pray,  l&c. 
John  Cabtwricht. 
E^lteld,  lOthMay,  i810. 


pQWE^i  OF  parliame;nt. 

Sia; — As  the  pending  trial  between 
Sir  F,  .Burdett  and  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  invoWes  a  more  than 
ordinary  portion  of  public  interest,  I  shall 
make  no  apoloj^y  for  sutmiitting  the  fol- 
lowing Reioftution  of  the  Commons,  re- 
lative tothc'lr  own  privileges,  passed  in  the 
year  1768:—     • 

"Resolved  by  the  Commons  in  Par- 
^-liaaftent,  that  privilege  in  Parliament 
"does  not  extend  to  tl^  case  of  writing 
"and  publishing  seditions  libels,  nor  ought 
"10  be  allowed  to  obstruct  the  ordinary 
*'  conrao  of  the  laws,"  &c* — It  \^ill  t>e 
seen  by  the  above  Resolntion  how  far  tht 
House  of  Commons  have  violated  their 
own  lavr  in  the  persons  of  Sir  F.  Burdett 
and .  Mr .  Jones.  Let  us  revert  to  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Littleton  upon  this  subject, 
when  it  came  to  be  discussed  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  I  shall  not  transcribe  the 
vUiole  of  .his  speech  on  the  occasion  ; 
bat  as  both  the  resolution  and  speech 
bear  so  immediately  upon  the  point  at 
issue,  and  neither  of  them  have'  been 
hitherto  noticed,  I  tmtt  the  following  ex- 


[SIS 

tracts  will  not  prove  unacceptable  to 
youK  readers: — "  My  Lords,— All  privi- 
leges are  subordinate  to  the  great  laws  of 
society  ;  to  the  good  order,  the  peace^ 
and  the  safety  of  the  StaCe. — Privilege 
must  not  be  exercised  to  tile  grievous  ip* 
convenience  and  detriment  of  the- public  ; 
it  must  not  obstruct  the  public  justice;  it 
must  not  endanger  the  public  safety.-— 
The  administration  of  justice  and  the  exe- 
cution of  laws,  are,  by  the  Constitution 
of  our  Government,  elntrusted  to  the 
Crown  and  its '  Officers ;  but  entrusted 
under  checks  beneficial  to  liberty,  be- 
neficial to  justice.  But  if  you  change 
this  system ;  if  you  take  the  executive  * 
power  from  the  Crown,  and  place  it  in 
either  House  of  Parliament,  what  check, 
what  conlroul,  will  then  remain  ?  An  ar- 
bitrary power  will  be  there,  which  is  no 
where  else  in  our  Government — an  arbi- 
trs^ry  power  withoot  appeal  !-^I  therefore 
hope  your  Lordships  will  not  difier  fiom 
the  Commons  in  this  resolution.  |n  order 
to  preserve  the  independence  of  Parlia- 
ments, it  will  be  necessary  to  preserve ' 
the  reputation  of  Parliament  in  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  the  love  of  it  in  theiir 
hearts.  How,  my  Lords,  can  this  be  done^ 
if  they  find  il  an  obstacle  to,  that  e^oal 
justice  which  is  their  bit-thright  and  their 
safety  ?  Upon  the  whole  I  am  confident 
your  Lordships  will  on  no  account  depart 
from  that  maxim  which  is  the  corner- 
stone of  all  government  ;  that  justice 
should  have  its  course  without  stop  or  im- 
pediment. Jus,  f(u^  iex,  potentismia  mt. 
This,  my  Lords,  is  the  very  soul  and  es- 
sence of  freedom.  Obstruct  this,  and  you 
immediately  open  a  door  to  all  violence 
and  confusion  ;  to  all  the  iniquity  and  all 
the  cruelties  of  private  revenge  ;  to  the 
destruction  of  private  peace,  the  dissolu- 
tion of  public  order;  and,  in  the  end,  to 
an  unlimited'and  despotic  authority,  which 
we  must  be  forced  to  submit  to,  as  a  re- 
medy against  such  intolerable  evils.  The 
dominion  of  law  is  the  dominion  of  liberty* 
Privilege  against  law,  in  matters  of  high 
concernment  to  the  public,  is  oppression^ 
is  tyranny,  wheresoever  it  exists.^'-— Such 
was  the  language  of  a  scholar,  a  man  of 
genius,  and  a  patriot ;  a  man  who  was 
an  ornifm^nt  to  his  country  in  public  and 
in  private  life.  The  authority  c)f  such 
men  will  always  have  its  weight  in  all 
ages  ;  men  of  whom  it  may  foe  truly  said« 
that  they  but  begin  to  live  when  they 
sredead.  -   Pbilo-Justitia* 
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SIR  VRANCIS  BUKDETTB  LETTBBfl 

TO 

Jhu  ShbriI'f  Wood,  and  the  Freeholdebs 
OP  Middlesex. 

'' Tower,  Mtgi  5,  ISIO. 
"Sir;  Through  you  1  beg  leave  to 
transmit  my  acknowledgment  to  the  Free- 
holders of  Middlesex,  fv  the  honour  con- 
ferred  upon  me  by  the  Meeting  at  which 
you  presided  at  Hackney,  on  the  26th  of 
April.— I  take  this  opportunity*  Sir,,  of 
Teturning  you  my  Thanks,  for  the  very 
handsome  manner  in  which  ^ou  executed 
your  commission  ;  and  remain^  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  bomble  serYant, 

^    France  BwaDaxT." 
•<  To  Mmhtm  Wood,  Esq. 
High    Sheriff  for   the 
C^niy  qf  Middkiex." 

•*  Tower,  Ma^Sf  leio. 
<<  Gentlemen;  The  over-flattering  Ad* 
dress  and  Resolutions  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  from  the  Uish  Sheriff  of  your 
County,  attended  by  Mr.  Byng,  and  as 
Mr.  Sheriff  Wood  informed  ipe,  according 
to  the  order  of  a  very  numerous  and  re- 
spectable Meeting  of  FreehoUlers,  in  full 
County  Court  assembled,  on  Ajpril  the 
2Cth,  would,  did  I  need  any,  afiurd  me 
great  consolation,  aod  does  give  maffreat 
satisfaction* — it  i&  extremelv  gratifying 
to  me.  Gentlemen;  under  these  circum- 
stances, to  renew  my  intercourse  with  a 
county,  so  renowned  for  its  many  noble, 
ihough  ineffectual  struggles;  sometimes 
indeed  successful,  nevert  I  trust,  altoge* 
iher  unavailing  in  the  same  canse-^r^ 
sistaace  to  arbitrary  power ;  which,  howw 
ever  it  may  be  disguised,  or  from  what- 
ever quarter  it  may  come,  is  equally  to 
be  feared,  and  to  be  guarded.  ag^Qst. — 
Gentlemen,  highly  a&  I  'esteem  the  ho- 
nour you  have  done  loe.  I  et^em  still 
higher  the  service  you  have  dene  the 
public.  Iq  following  the  conduct  and 
exampfe  of  the  Citj^  of  Westminster,  the 

great  Metropolitan  County  of  Middleaex 
as  pointed  out  to  the  Coeatry  at  large^  a. 
f4fe  and  ree4:^  ^fy  ^  arnving^  by^  & 
simple  expressioa.o^  its  will,  at  that  Jte- 
form  good^men  have,  long  sighed  fQr,  but 
which*  perhapsit  they  never  until  now 
clearly  discerned^  a  quiet,  eai^^  and 
peaceable  met^  of  obtaintoff.  I  cemaiiA, 
Gentlemen,  your  most  obedoeBt  hpipbie 
lervant,  FaAiiaa  Bveperv/' 

••TkAtFre^hOden 
^MiddkHx.'^  ' 


Kbsolvtions,  Fetittons,  KemonsteaIices, 
4*0.  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject  aaa 
Paelumentaey  Reform,  1810. 

LONiX>N  COMMON  HALL. 
Resolutioi^  of  the  Common  Hall    of 
London,  held  on  Monday,  May  2Ul, 
1810, 

Resolved--L  That  the  nyection  by  (he 
House  of  Commons  of  our  late  huoible 
AddreM,  Petition  and  Renonstraece,  ap* 
pears  to  u»  a  violattoo  of  our  conetitMtioiiai ; 
and  indisputable  right  to  slate  oar  com* 
plainu  and  grievances,  and  lo  call  for  xe* 
lief  and  redresf. 

2.  That  such  reflection  is  an  addttioiial 
proof  of  the  shameful  inadequacy  of  the 
representation  of  the  people  in  the  Comh 
mons  House  of  Parliament,  and  aiare 
forcibly  demonstrates  the  neceesity  oi  a 
speedy  and  substantial  reform  in  tml  He* 
nourable  House. 

ti.  That  we  have  viewed  vrith  nraeed 
sentiments  of  tndignatioD,  coiMrera,  eo^ 
pity,  the  Address  of  certain  pereeas, 
styling  thenaselives,  "  An  adjouraed  Meet* 
ing  <H  Liverymen*  held  at  the  London 
Tavern,  theithi  of  May,"  inamorti  as 
the  statements  contained  in  that  Addre«» 
imputing  to  the  great  body  of  their  MU 
low  Citiz^^joB  in  Common  Hall  iegal)](  as* 
sembled,  motives  and  designs  "  to  Vilify 
and  degrade  the  LemiaHire,''  to  alie- 
Aate  the  aflections  of  the  people  ftom 
cne  Government ;  to  ''  pcpdnce  coMteapt 
and  distrust  of  tlK  Heeas  of  Cemmene;" 
to  "  introduce  anarchy  ;'*  a»d  to  '« sirin 
vert  the  Constitution,''  are  &te  nvertaeM^ 
originating  with  ioditidQala  who  deeiee 
influence  and  emolument  (ntA  ihe  heavy 
burdens  of  the  people, 

4%  That  amonfi^  the  narneirof  thoee  af>  - 
filled  to  the  Addresi  appear  thaeigniiaiu 
of  Contraotora,  of  CommiarioBeni  mi  Gat- 
lectors  of  Taxe»,  ofPlaeaaMn  andtlwe 
Hpnters;  wiih  a  long  List  af  their  Agnts 
and  Clerks,  of  Oteir  I>ependaata^  **  ' 
ri<^  and  Miaion& 

5.  That  it  is  andenieble*  thai  , 
infl^enae,  threats,  and  dtltiaiana  bavie  beea 
employed  to  nrevail  apoil  many  to  oenew 
in  the  said  Aodresi. 

$.  Tl¥it  whtlat  ie«e  dilclaim  aay  im- 
putatiian  agaiaat  the  Bsotteea  of  aevenJw 
lidho  h^  groai  mispepreeeatubMns,  l:^ 
arte  of  the  beeeet  kind,  or  h^  dawa* 
right  iatiniidati^,  hava  been  induced 
and  eom^lkd  to  land  their  wgnaiurai 
to  the  saidAddreis;  it  is  tons  a  soaree 
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of  hiffh  consofetiQn^  that  t^  Address  car* 
ries  within  it  its  owA  refutation^  consisting 
only  of  allegations^  unsubstantiated^  and 
of  calumnies  which  those  who  have  pro- 
pagated theai>  must  know  to  be  grduod- 

7.  That  the  said  Address  appears  to 
have  for  its  real  object  the  excitement  of 
civil  disseiition,  the  increase  of  public 
abuses,  and  the  further  and  fuller  partici* 
pation  in  the  wages  of  corruption  by  many 
of  tliose  who  have  signed  it,  and  who, 
taking  advantage  of  the  present  unhappy 
contest  'between  arbitrary  privilege  and 
constitutional  freedom,  have  endeavoured 
to  confuse  and  corrupt  the  public  mind 
for  the  support  and  continuance  in  place 
of  a  corrupt^  weak^  and  wicked  adminis-  i 
tration. 

8.  Resolved  unanimously — ^That  in  the 
years  1679  and  l680,  under  the  infamous 
Government  of  Charles  II,  the  City  of 
London  and  other  parts  of  the  Country 
petitioned  the  King  for  the  redress  of 
grievances  and  the  sitting  of  Parliament. 
—That  various  Counter  Petitions  were 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  expressive  of 
thdr  abhorrende  of  the  sand  petitioning  as 
tumultuous  and  seditious,  and  encroaching 
on  the  royal  prerogative. — ^That  on  the 
12lst  of  October,  1680,  the  j'arli^mem 
met^  and  its  first  acts  i^^ere  to  expel  Ab- 
horrers,  and  to  pass  a  vote  *'  that  it  is,  and 
'*  ever  hath  been,  the  undoubted  right  of 
^  the  subject  to  petition  the  King  for  the 
"catling. of  Parliameats,  $^id  redressing 
"  pievances  ;  that  to  traduce  such  petj- 
"  tioning  as  a  violation  ofduty,  and  to  re- 
"  present  it  to  his  Majesty  as  Uimultupua 
"  and  seditious,  is  to  hetxay  the  liberty  qf 
"  the  subject,  and  contribute  to  th«  design 
"  of  subverting  the  ancient  legal  Constitu- 
"  tjon^f  the  kingdom,  and  they  appointed 
"a  Committee  to  enquire  after  all  those 
"  who  had  offended  against  tibe^e  rights, 
"  and  accord iiigiy,  expelled  several  of  its 
"  members^  and  petitioned  his  Majesty  to 
"  remQV€  <^hers  from  plac^^f  trust "-^ 
That  on  the  29th  of  October,  168ft  <he 
Commons  voted—"  Tba^t  Sir  F.  Wi^htns 
"  by  promoting  and  presenting  to  his 
"  Mfijesty  an  Address^  expressing  am  i|b- 
"  l^orrence  to  petition  his  Ms^esty  for  the 
"  caliiijig  and  sittiaff  of  Parliameali,  hatb 
"  betrayed  the  undoubted,  rights  pf  tb/? 
"  subjects  of  England,  and  that,  th^  8«id 
"Sir  F.  Withins  be  expeUeid  the  Hpuse 
"  w  this  high  crim^./'— tha^.  for  ibg 
exercise  of  ihe  undouht^,  right  of :pfti^ 
iionin||,th^  (Jity  Cl^ters  wqft;^ig^by  a 


Siuo ^W4arraUo,  ^nd  it  was  argued  fbr  dbs 
City,  by  Sir  George  Treby,  thfir  Rec^der  r 
— "That  the  Constitution  and  the  Iaw  of   - 
*^  the  Land  had  givien  to  the  subject  th« 
"  right  of  petitioning,  and  of  access  to  the 
"  supreme  Governor,  to  represent  to  him 
"  th^ir  grievances,  and  to  pray  a  redress  of 
*'  tbem,  apd  that  the  same  law  gave  them 
"  also  a  right  to  state  in  their  Petitions 
"  those  fects  and  reasons  which  caused 
**  their  grievances,  provided   those  facts 
*'  were  true  ;  and  further,   that  as  tben»  * 
*'  was  one  part  of  the  Constitution  which  > 
"  gave  the  Kihg  power  to  prorogue,  so  • 
*'  there  wa^  another  part  of  the  Const! tu-> 
*'  tion  that  ^ve  the  subject  an  original  i 
"  right  to  petition  for  redress  of  grievances, 
''  and  that,  therefore,  to  punish  a  man  €or 
'*  shewing  in  his  Petition,  those  grievance* 
''  which  ne  desires  to  be  redressed,  and 
**  the  causes  of  tbem,  was  the  same  thing 
**  as  to  deny  him  the  right  of  pctiiioning, 
"  and   that  such  denial  would  inter  op- 
"  pression  and  the  most  abject  slavery ; 
**  for    when    subjects    are    misused    and 
"  grieved,  and  are  denied  the  liberty  to 
"  complain,  and  pray  the  King  to  redress 
"  those  grievances,  or  shall  be  ptmished 
ff  iot    petitioning    against »  them,     they 
"  must  necessarily  be  abject  slaves.'^ 

9.  That  these  argvunents  baring  been  > 
over-ruled  by  venal  Judges — Judgment  was  ' 
obtained  against  the  City,— -the  Abhorreca 
for  a  time  triumphied ;  the  liberties  of  the 
People,  with  the  right  of  Petitioning,  was 
subverted  ;  and  the  succeeding  Monarch,  * 
in  consequence  tbeieocf,  driven  fimm  his 
Throne  and  dominbns.— At  the  Revolu- 
tion of  168S,  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,/'  the 
'^  qndoubted  right  of  the  subject  to  petition, 
"  was  simoQg  ot^r  things  chiimcd,   do* 
"  manded,  and  insisted  opon/'^^l  his  right  - 
has  b^en  of  late  again  invaded  ;  the  peo- 
pl9^  oppressed  with  unprecedented  griev- 
ances and   calamines,  nave  been  denied 
access  to  the  Si>vereigiK— Their  petitions, 
bare  been  rejected  by  the  House  ot  Com* 
roons,  and  their  grievances  remain  un- 
heard atid   unredressed. -^The  exploded 
idiocbrine  of  passive  obedience  has  been  r>e*  ^ 
vived.in  all  its  extravagance,  and  a  new 
race  of  Abhorrers  have  sprung  up,  who,.  . 
.like  the  Abhorress  in  the  days  of  Charles 
the  2d.  by  the  foulest  calumnies;  by  vfiify-    : 
ing  aad  traducing  the  petitions  of  the  peo*  • 
pie,  are  (in  the  ea^^hadc  language  of  the 
then  House  of  Commons)  **  betraying  rhe 
/^  liibefcties,  of  ihe  Snbjoc^   and  bdiitri*  ' 
:''  buting  to  dM  design  of  sobvvrlsiitf  th»  ' 
/'!  wiieot'  logal  eonstitiitieii  ^  tlie^KiByi> 
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"  ck)m.*'— Hull  a«  tbc  corrupt  participa- 
tors in  public  abttsc^  under  the  mask  of 
loyalty,  subverted  the  liberties  of  th6 
kioffdom,  and  involved  James  II.  in  ruin, 
so  the  corrupt  and  unprincipled  Ministers 
of  the  present  day^  under  the  same  loyal 
pretence,  would  involve  the  Country  and 
bovereignan  similar  difficulties  if  suffered 
to  persist — it  therefore  becomes  the  im- 
perious duty  of  every  real  friend  to^  the 
Country,  to  resist  their  mischievous  de- 
signs, by  recurring  to  the  genuine  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution,  and  bv  usino^ 
every  legal  means  for  obtaining  a  ^11,  fair, 
and  free  Representation  of  the  People  in 
Parliament. 

.  10.  That  inseparably  attached  to  our 
glorious  Constitution,  we  admire,  venerate, 
and  will  support  and  defend  our  King,  our 
Lords^  and  our  Commons,  in  their  res- 
pective and  collective  capacities,  wiili  all 
their  just  prerogatives,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges ;  but  we  can  never  consent  to  grant 
separately  to  King,  LonJg,  or  Commons^  a 
power  contrary  to,  and  above,  the  laws 
of  the  land,  which  are  and  must  continue 
to  be  the  results  oftheir  collective  wisdom 
and  authority. 

1 1 .  That  notwithstanding  the  rejection 
of  our  late  Petition,  we  still  feel  it  our 
duty  to  give  to  the  House  4>f  Commons 
•very  opportunity  of  hearing  and  redress- 
ing the  grievances  of  the  people,  and 
that  an  humble  Address,  Petition,  and  Re- 
monstrance, be  presented  to  that  Hoiioura- 
ble  House. 

.13.  That  the  said  Petition  be  fairly 
transcribed,  and  signed  by  the  Lord 
Mayor,  the  Aldermen,  and  10  Livery- 
men, and  presented  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  H.  C.  Combe,  esq.  one  of  their 
RepreseVitatives. 

13.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Com- 
mon Hall  be  given  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Erskine,  Sir  Samuel  RomiTly,  knt. 
M.  P.  and  Samuel  Whiibread,  Esq.  M.  P. 
for  their  able,  constitutional,  and  indepen- 
dent conduct  on  all  occasions,  particularly 
for  the  stand  they  have  lately  made  in  fa- 
Tour  of  the  dominion  of  the  law  against 
arbitrary  discretion  and  undtfiiied  privi- 
lege. 

14.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Hall  be 
given  to  Harvey  Christian  Combe,  Esq. 
Alderman,  and  one  of  the  Representatives 
of  this  City  in  Parliament,  for  his  support 
in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Right  of 
the  Livery  to  petition  the  House,  and  for 
bif  general  conduct  in  the  House. 

1^.  That  the  Tba&ks  of  this  Hali  be 


ffiven  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord 
Mayor,  for  his  readiness  in  calliiig  this 
Hall,  and  for  his  independent  and  honour- 
able conduct  in  discharging  the  duties  of 
his  office. 

10.  That  the  Thanks  of  thfs  Hall  be 

given  to  Matthew  Wood,  Esq.  one  of  the 
herif]^  of  this  City,  for  the  independent 
manner  in  which  he  has  always  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  office. 

WOODTHORPE. 


FARRINGDON  WITHOUT. 

At  a  numerous  Meeting  of  the  Freemxk 
Householders  of  the  Ward  of  Farringdoo 
Without,  Mr.  Deputy  Brewer  in  the 
Chair,  the  following  Resolutions  were, 
with  the  exception  of  the  1 1  tli,  against 
which  one  hand  only  was  held  up,  onani* 
mously  agreed  to. 

Resolved  1st.  That  in  the  29th  Chapter 
of  Magna  Charta  it  is  declared,  "  that  no 
Freeman  shall  be  talren  or  imprisoned,  or 
be  disseized  of  his  Freehold  or  Liberties, 
or  Free  Customs,  or  be  outlawed  or  exiled, 
or  any  otherwise  destroyed  ;  nor  will  we 
not  pass  upon  him  nor  condemn  him,  but 
by  lawful  Judgment  of  his  Peers,  or  by 
the  Law  of  the  Land." 

2.  That  tlte  Committal  of  Mr.  John  Gale 
Jones  and  Sir  Franks  Burdett  to  Prison, 
during  pleasure,  by  the  Order  of  the  Ho- 
nourable the  House  of  Commons,  for  sup- 
posed Libels,  appears  to  this  Ward  Meet- 
ing an  unreasonable  and  illegal  assumption 
in  their  own  cause,  of  the  accumulated 
offices  and  power  of  Accuser,  Juror,  Judge 
and  Executioner. 

S.  That  the  late  assumption  of  nnde- 
iined  Privilege  by  the  Honourable  the 
House  of  Commons,  will,  in  effect,  abo- 
lish that  Bulwark  of  our  Liberties,  Trial 
by  Jury ;  will  supersede  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus Act;  will  annul  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
srnd  the  wholesome  Provisions  of  Magna 
Charta. 

4.  That  the  exercise  of  illegal  Power 
naturally  engcfnders  Violence,  lUot,  Com- 
motion, and  ultimately  Revolution  ;  that 
tl^e  introduction  of  the  Standing  Army  to 
enforce^  the  arbitrary  Warrant  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  has 
already  produced  the  most  deplorable  ca- 
lamities :  our  sacred  Charters  have  been 
violated ;  the  blood  of  peaceable  passen- 
gers has  been  spilled,  and  our  fellow- 
citizens  murdered  in  our  streets ;  and  this 
Ward  Meeting  entertain  a  fervent  hope, 
that  any  future  attempts  to  introdace  mU 
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traiy  power,  to  excite  violence  and  riot, 
and  to  goad  the  people  into  resistance  and 
commotion,  may,  by  the  steady,  fifm,  and 
wise  conduct  of  our  Countrymen,  be  foiled. 

5.  That  this  Ward  Meeting  trembles 
for  the  consequences  probable  upon  this 
Conflict  between  the  People  arid  the  Pri- 
▼Ueges  of  the  Hou<;e  of  Comm6ns;  and 
they  aver  it  to  be  their  opinion,  that  this 
unnatural  struggle  is  a  certain  evidence  of 
the  IHtle  influence  the  People  possess  in 
that  Honourable  House.  That  they  believe 
the  Representation  of  the  People  in  Par- 
liament is  unequal,  dcficfent,  and  now 
manifestly  inadequate  to  ihe  security  of 
the  84bject ;  that  it  appears  uncontradict- 
ed upon  their  Journals,  that  seats  in  the 
Honoural>le  the  House  of  Commons  are 
notoriously  sold  and  bartered ;  that  a 
Majority  m  that  Honourable  House  may 
be  at  all  times,  with  perfect  facility,  pro- 
cured and  purchased,  by  any  set  of  Minis- 
ters; with  the  ready  means  of  Places, 
Pensions,  Sinecures,  Fatronage,  and  Jobs; 
as  only  154  powerful  individuals.  Peers 
and  others,  return  307  Members,  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales ;  and  the  Represenlation 
of  iScotland  and  Ireland  is  equally  cor- 
rupt:  that  by  means  of  the  Majorities 
thus  obtained.  Public  Defaulters  have  not 
only  been  exculpated,  but  suffered  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  nefarious  conduct, 
and  retain  their  seats  in  that  Honourable 
House. 

§.  That  this  Ward  Meeting  declares  ils 
entire  approbation  of  the  Conduct,  Reso- 
lutions, and  Petition  of  the  Livery  of  Lon- 
don, in  their  last  Commo|i  Hall ;  that  this 
Meeting  avails  itself  of  this  first  opportu- 
nity, to  express  its  abhorrence  of  the  sedi- 
tious attempts  of  a  band  of  Contractors  and 
Vnal  Jobbers,  to  decry  all  Public  Spirit; 
And  to  induce  the  timid  and  the  weak  to 
join  in  libellous  Declarations  acainst  their 
Fellow-citizens,  and  the  venerable  Magis- 
tracy of  oar  City. 

7;  That  for  these  accumulated  evils  and 
calamities^  one  only  remedy  offers  itself; 
namely,  a  M\,  fair,  and  free  Representa- 
tion ot  the  People  in  Parliament. 

8.  That  this  Wai^d  Meeting^  do  hereby 
instruct  their  Representatives  in  Common 
Council  to  promote  and  support  in  that 
Court  all  legal  measures  whatever  that 
niay  be  proposed  to  procure  the  liberation 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  and  John  Gale 
Jones ;  and  for  that  necessary  and  indis- 
pensible  object,  a  Radical  Reform  in  the 
Commons  House  of  Parliament. 

9.  That  the  Thinks  of  this  Meeting  are' 


due  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  for  his  manly 
and  constitutional  resistance  lo  Oppression, 
and  for  his  learned  and  legal  Argument  in 
favour  of  the  unalienable  Rights  of  the 
People. 

1 0.  That  the  late  conduct  of  Sir  Charles 
Price  has  proved  him  unworthy  of  the 
confidence  of  the  Inhabiiantsof  this  Ward; 
that  it  has  stamped  his  character  with 
meanness  and  duplicity,  or  with  the  gross- 
est ignorance  of  nis  duty  and  of  the  laws 
and  customs  of  this  City  ;  with  meanness 
and  duplicity  for  having  attempted,  by  a 
frivolous  and  contemptible  subterfuge,  to 
shift  from  his  own  shoulders  the  disgrace 
and  responsibility  of  refusing  the  Meeting, 
and  attempting  to  attach  the  odium  upon 
our  wori4iy  and  much  esteemed  Chief 
Magistrate  ;  or  of  the  grossest  ignorance 
in  making  application  to  the  Lord  Mayor 
for  authority  with  which  every  Alderman 
is  notoriously  invested. 

11.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Ward 
Meeting  are  particularly  due  to  the 
(Churchwardens  of  this  Parish,  St.  Bride's, 
for  their  kindness  in  acceding,  at  so  short 
a  notice,  to  the  request  of  the  Inhabitants 
to  hold  the  Meeting  in  this  Church,  as 
well  as  to  the  Churchwardens  of  other 
Parishes,  who  have  declared  their  readi* 
ness  to  comply  with  a  similar  requisition. 

RlCHAltD    BaBWER. 

If.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Ward 
Meeting  are  also  due  to  Richard  Brewer, 
Esq.  Deputy  of  this  Ward,  for  his  manly, 
candid,  and  polite  conduct  this  day  in  the 
Chair,  as  well  as  for  his  uniform  support 
of  the  Rights  of  the  People  during  the 
long  series  of  years  he  has  represented 
this  Ward  in  Common  Council. 

Samuel  Thompson. 


CACTLE  BAYNARD  WARD. 

At  an  Adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Al* 
DERMEN>  Deputy  Common  Councilmen,i 
and  Freemen  Hou8ehou>ers,  of  the  above 
Ward,  holden  at  the  Church  of  the  United 
Parishes  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  and  St. 
Gregory,  in  Old  Fish-street,  on  Tuesday^ 
the  22d  of  May,  1810,  pursuant  to  a  re^ 
quisition  made  for  that  purpose, 

Joshua  Jonathan  Smith,  Eiq.  Alder-, 
man,  in  the  Chair ; 

The  following  Resoluti<$ns  were  sepa- 
rately moved,  seconded,  and  carried,  yix  ; 

Resolved,  That  warmly  attached  to  the 
genuine  principles  of  our  Constitution,* as 
established  at  the  glorious  Revolution  by 
King,   Lords,  and.  Commons,    we   have 
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gecn  trtth  deep  c<rticem  those  corruptions, 
'  ftfouses^  and  pecolations  which  have  so  long 
And  00  sfaamefully  been  suffered  to  exists 
the  want  of  due  and  efficient  inquiry  into 
the  calamitous  Imilores  and  misfortunes 
which  have  attended  our  various  military 
expcditidiis ;  also  the  corrupt  traffick  for 
teat^  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the 
power  lately  assumed  of  imprisoning  our 
ikWcw  subject*  without  due  process  of 
law. 

Revived  Unanimously,  That  it  is  be- 
come the  imperious  duty  of  every  true 
friend  to  the  real  and  genuine  principles 
^  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  to  usit 
every  constitutional  meaus  to  obtain  re- 
dress of  those  great  national  grievances,, 
attd  a  Reform  in  the  Representation  of 
fhe  People  in  Parliament,  by  which 
iheans  the  House  of  Commons  may  be 
restored  to  its  true  dignity  and  indepen- 
fience. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  Meeting  do  hereby 
instruct  their  Representatives  in  Common 
Council,  to  promote  and  support  all  such 
motions  or  petitions  in  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, as  may  have  for  their  object  the  r«- 
dresa  of  their  public  grievances  and  a 
BSefbrm  in  the  commons  House  of  Par- 
liament. 

-  Resolved  otiahimouXly,  That  the  Thanks 
pf  this  Meeting"  be  siven  to  Joshua  4ona- 
than  Smith,  E^q.  Alderman  of  this  Ward, 
for  his  readiness  in  convening  this  Meet- 
ing, and  for  his  upright  conducft  as  a  ma- 
gistrate on  all  occasions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this 
MeetincT  be  eiven  to  Messrs.  James' Grif- 
-fttlJs.  Robert  Slade,  Richatd  Howell,  Tho- 
mas Farrance,  John  Treacher,  Joseph 
Hurcombe,  Perrot  Fenton,  and  James 
Edward  Pownttt,  fbr  their  independent 
and  able  conduct  td  representatives  of 
this  Ward  in  Common  Council,  and  the 
tftlentldil  they  haVe  at  all  timet  shewn 
•6  the  interest  8(hd  the  instructions  of  their 
Constituents. 

Resolved  unahitnotsly*,  Th^t  the'  fore- 
gotngp  Resolutions  beslgiTed  by  the  Ward^ 
Cler^,  and  inserted  in  Uiree  morning  and 
dMiM  ev^tng*  papers,  namely^  the  Times, 
Mornipg  Chronicle,  Morning  Advertiser^ 
Cbturier,  A^A'ed,  a^d  Statesman. 

Gkorge  ^BRowstfiti^,  Ward  Cle^k. 


PORTSOKEN  WARIX 

Ata'MBtTnic  of  the  F^MfiMfek  HotJsB^ 
rfbij^kW  of  this  Ward,  held  May  15, 
mc^  atdie^^roWil  ahd  Mugpye  "Mkni, 


Aldgate,  to  instruct  their  Common  Coun- 
cilmen  to  supporta  Petition  from  that  Cou^ 
to  Che  Commoq$  House  of  Parliament^  lor 
the  release  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  s^r  Francis 
fiurdett,  hart,  and  a  Radical  Reform  in  the 
House  of  Commons: — (^ir  Jan^es  Sb^^ 
having  refused  to  comply  with  a  Rcqai- 
sition  for  the  wne), 

Thomas  Pakrer,  Esq,  in  the  Chair. 

Resolved,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Ward  are  firmly  attached  to  the  Cofiatito- 
tion  of  this  Realm  as  by  law  estab)iaiic4» 
which  Constitution  provides,  «  That  no 
man  of  what  state  or  condition  he  be, 
shati  be  put  out  of  land  or  tenement,  nor 
taken,  nor  imprisoned,  nor  disinherit^, 
nor  put  to  death,  without  being  broogfat 
to  answer  by  due  process  of  law»**— ^Inat 
this  Meeting  are  impressed  with  the  deep- 
est sense  of  alarm  at  the  Proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  departing  from 
the  Great  Charter  of  the  land,  by  the  ai- 
5iumed  Privilege  of  their  House,  in  com- 
mitting to  prison  Mr.  Gale  Jones  (ontriMl 
by  bis  Peers)  for  a  supposed  Libel.  la 
breaking  into  and  forcing  from  his^Jioase 
by  the  aid  of  a  standing  army,  sir  J^rancis 
Burdett,  hart,  m*  p.  and  confining  him  ia 
the  Tower,  for  aliedged  libels  on  them- 
selves, and  thereby  becoming  at  one* 
Legislaturi),  Jurors,  Accuser,  Judges  and 
Executioner  in  their  own  Cause,  withoiit 
any  appeal  to  law,  and  thereby  attenpriU 
ing  to  change  the  law  of  Engrland,  ^which 
cannot  be  changed. — That  Uiis  Meeting 
are  ftilly  persuaded,  that  from  the  useless 
waste  of  blood,  and  expenditure  of.  our 
treasure  iti  a  ruinous  war,  without  any 
speciSc  object ;  and  the  ajarming  height 
of  corruption  to  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons have  arrived  by  the  prostitution  fd 
our  liberty,  leaves  us  without  hope  that 
any  good  can  be  expected  but  by  ^  fall 
complete,  and  Radical  Reform  in  Parlia- 
ment. That  the  Common  Council  of  this 
Ward  are  hereby  instructed  to  suppjNt 
every  modbn  brought  forward  in  their 
Court,'  which  has  for  its  object  the  libera*^ 
tjon  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones  and  sir  I^ra^cia 
Burdett,  hart,  and  that  uiost  necessity 
measure,  a  Reform  in  the  Commons  House 
of  Parliament— That  the  Tban^  of  this 
Meeting  be  given  to  sir  Francis  JBor- 
dett,  hart,  (or  his  upright  and  contttt«- 
tional  conduct  in  Parliament  on  all  ocq^ 
sions,  but  more  especially  for  the  manly 
struggle  he  is  now  maintaining  against 
assumed  and  undefined  Piivilegea  — ^Tbat 
a  Deputation  of  eijght  GenUefnen,  wiih 
f6ur<f  our  Common  Coubci),  do  watt  upon 
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sir  Francit  Bordetl,  to  present  this  Ribso- 
luttctn.-*-That  tbe  Thanks  of  this  Meeting 
be  given  to  foar  of  our  RepresenCatiTes  in 
tbe  Common  Council  Depoly  Atkinson, 
Edirard  Colebatcb,  John  Hoppe,  am)  Ro« 
bert  Carter,  Esqrs.  for  their  upright  con* 
duct  in  the  Common  Councih  and  for  their 
pelite  mttendance  at  this  Meeting. — ^That 
these  Resolutions  be  inserted  in  the  Times, 
Morning  Chronicle>  and  Morning  Adver- 
tiser. Thomas  pAftkEU,  Chairman. 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
giren  to  the  Chairmkn,  for  his  upright 
•ondact  in  the  Chair. 


LiVERPOOL  MEETING. 

Liverpool,  M(^9, 1810. 

Sereral  Gentlemen  haying  signed  a 
Relfiiisition  to  the  Mayor  of  this  Town, 
reqnesling  him  to  call  a  Public  Meeting 
en  the  present  state  of  the  Nation,  and 
the  liherfy  of  the  Subject,  ip*rith  which  he 
hat  refused  to  comply  ;>  the  Remonstrance 
subjoined  has  since  been  addressed  .to 
1tim»  signed  by  the  major  part  of  the  Gen- 
H<eiiwn  signing  the  Requisition. 

to  JOHN  CLARK,  Esq.  Mayor. 

St  ;—  On  an  emergency  like  the  pre- 
sent, when  the  nation  is  buffering  under 
theeftcts  of  mtnisteHal  misconduct,  and 
when  arery  general  apprehension  is  enter- 
tained, that  attempts  are  making  to  stifle 
the  voice  of  the  people,  by  a  direct  attack 
apon  the  personal  liberty  of  the  subject^ 
we  had  flattered  ourselves,  that  however 
your  predecessors  in  ofirce  might  have 
oppoeed  their  authority  to  the  earnest 
wistee  of  their  townsmen,  you,  Sii*,  would 
have  been  earnest  to  hav^  shewn  how 
felly  yon  participated  with  your  country- 
men nti  their  sentiments,  and  Would,  in 
(Mrvuance  of  our  request,  have  convened 
a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  for  the  pur- 
posM  in  oif r  Reqltisition  mentioned.  We 
conceived .  tj^at  tne  examples  which  had 
babn  already  given' by  the  pVesiding  Ma- 
ghitmtes  in  the  city  ot  Westminster  and 
the  county  of  Middleseit,  (which  have 
sincebeeh  Ibllowed  by  the  City  of  London 
aA\i  other  places,)  would  have  been  a 
sanction,  if  any  had  heenwanting, ,to  our 
request,  and  would  have  deterred  you 
liwn  atttopfrng,  bv  your  single  negative, 
-4o  pretenc  the  inbabltahU  of  tbis  great 
aM  popnlourtbwn  from  poblioly  express* 
ing  their  sentiments  on  this  occasion ;  and 
we  camiot  omit  to  testify  our  most  de- 
cided diw4>probation  of  your  refusal  to 
oioimply  with  our  just  and  reasonable 
wisliea  in  this  respecU^^Notwithstanding 
tbi  cotttiflnad  aariea  of  cafaaaitwa  and  dis* 


ffraces'wbioh  have  befalten  Ait  CouftCry 
dqripg  the  last  three  years,  and  particu- 
larly the  fatal  and  destructive  expedition 
to  the  Island  of  Walcheren,  we  had  still 
from  time  to  time  consoled  ourselves  with 
the  hope  that,  agaimt  the  recurrence  of 
such  evils,  there  existed  an  adequate  and 
constitutional  remedy. — ^For  this  remedy, 
we,  in  common  with  our  fellow- snbieets, 
looked  up  to  our  Representatives  ia  Par- 
liament ;    but  we  are    reluctantly  com-* 
pelled  to^add,  that  for  this  we  have  hi- 
therto looked  in  vain.    Although  repeated 
instances  of  the  profligacy  abd  miscon- 
duct of   Ministers,   both    at  home    and 
abroad,  have  been  brodght    before  the 
Mouse  of  Comipons  in  the  most  full  and 
ample  manner,  no  result,  concordant  to 
the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the  Coun- 
try, has  been  pr6da^ed  }  whilst  the  mea- 
sures recently  ^doptod  by  that  House  in 
restraint  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and 
the  freedom  of  political  opinion,  are  such 
as '  cannot  fail  to  occasion  the   greatest 
anxiety  and   alarm  in  the  public  mind* 
When,  however,   we  advjert  to  the  open 
dnd^a vowed  corruption  which  exists  in 
the  appointment  of  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  observe  the  great  number  of 
persons  having  seats  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who,  at  the  same  time,  enjoy  places- 
and  pensions  under  the  Crown,  we  are 
no  longer  at  a  loss  to  ai^ount  for  the  re- 
sult that  has  takeri  place ;  and  we  con- 
ceive that  the  time  is  now  arrived  when  it 
is  incumbent  on  ns  openly  to  express  our 
decided  conviction,  that  it  is  only  by  a 
speedy  a>id  eflbcfual  Reform  in  Uie  Re-    . 
presentation  of  the  People  in  Parliament^     , 
upon  principles  consistent  With  the  spirit 
or  the  constitution,  thpt  ^e  can  |^oe  to 
•  preserve  the  libeHi^  and  indepiendenqe 
of  otir  country  frbm  that  destruction  with 
which  they  are  so  imminently  threatened* 
—To  this  great  object  it  was  our' wish, 
tmder  the  sanction  of  our  Chief  Magis- 
trate, to  have  called  the  attention  of  our 
townsmen,  and  altbotigh  you.  Sir,  have 
deprived  them  of  the  opportimity  of  ex^ 
pressing  their  opinioh,  under  such  sanc- 
tion, we  doubt  not  that  they  will  peirceive, 
in  the  motive  which  dictated  such  refusal, 
the  grounds  of  fheir  oWn  triumphs  and 
will  still  continue  to  cherish  those  senti- 
ments of  veneration  for  the  Constitutioioi 
of  these  Realms  as  by  Law  esteblished, 
and  that  determination  to  maintain  their 
rights  and  liberties  unimpaired,  which  are, 
the  only  effectual  safeguard  against  their 
overthrow.— :We^  are.  Sir,  &c. 

TRomas  Rawsi>w,  *c*  dec. 
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At  a  Meeting  qfthe  BunevtsBs  and  Ihra- 
BiTANTs  of  the  Onmtif  Borough  (^Car- 
marthen, convened  at  t/ie  GuildkaU,  on 
Monday,  the  2'Sd  qf  Aptii,  1810.  In 
cof^formity  to  a  Retfuisition  for  that  pur- 
po$e, — J.  Jones,  Esq,  Mayor,  in  the 
Chair. 

It  was  Unanimously  Resolved, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Meetings 
thatCi^il  Liberty,  the  basisof  our  admi- 
hible  Constitution,  is  the  birth-right  of 
fevery  Englishmafi ;  aiid  that  no  longer 
than  the  free  enjoyment  of  personal  se- 
curity, personal  liberty,  and  private  pro- 
perty, remains  inviolate,  can  wc  be  jree. 

That  every  man  owes  obedience  to  the 
laws:  laws  definite  and  distinct^  not  left 
to  the  caprice  of  power,  but  governed  by 
that  sacred  and  solemn  palladium  of  li- 
berty— Magna  Charta,  which  expressly 
and  explicitly  declares,  "  That  no  frecr 
man  shall  be  taken  or  imprisoned  but  by 
the  lawful  judgment  of  his  equals,  or  by 
the  law  of  the  land." 

Utat  we  have  observed  wiih  alarm  and 
fn>rrow  the  late  acts  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  has  assumed  to  itself  unde- 
fined privileges,  and  constituted  itself  the 
mccuser  and  judge  of  supposed  breaches 
of  the  same,  thereby  claiming  a  power 
which  cannot  be  legally  assumed  by  the 
highest  branch  of  our  Constitution,  and 
which  Tiolates  the  freedom  of  the  subject, 
his  right  to  a  trial  by  his  Pcera  and  the 
liberty  of  the  Press. 

Whilst  we  fully  acknowledge  the  com* 
petency  and  right  of  the  House  of  Com- 
ihons  to  remove  all  obstructions  to  its  de- 
bates, to  punish  prerarication  and  con- 
tempts, and  to  adopt  and  exercise  power 
which  Necessity  may  require  in  unusal 
and  unforeseen  cases;  we  nevertheless  do 
declare,  that  it  cannot  legally  constitute 
itself  a  judge  of  law  or  fact  in  any  case 
wherein  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  the 
kingdom  are. competent  to  decide. 

That  i  Judjge  and  Jury  are  the  only 
competent  ana  proper  Tribunal  to  try  and 
ascertain  whether  any  publication  bt:  li- 
bellous or  not,  and  to  punish  the  con- 
victed author  of  such  libellous  publication  : 
and  whilst  we  protest  in  the  strongest 
terms  against  the  dmctions  of  a  Judi^e  and 
Jury  being  exercised  by  the  House  of 
Commons  on  such  an  occasion,  still  more 


do  we  jieprtcate  the  m^Bstirei*adU>pted  by 
that  House  of  arresting  and  imprtaonin^ 
one  of  its  M^mbers^  for  such  an  allegeS 
oiTeiKe,  and  iberaby  depriving  f>art  of  the 
community  of  ita  Representative  in  Par- 
liament. 

That  the  means  retorted  to  by  the  aer- 
vants  of  the  said  Hoase,  in  order  to  carry 
into  execution  the  restitutions  ent^M  into 
on  these  subjects,  afxpear  to  os  highly  oo- 
constitutiooal,  insoflduch  as  the  dwelliDg- 
bouse  of  a  ft: I  low-subject  has  been  violated 
under  pretence  .of  cnfowiog  a  tnuYattt  la 
which  the  King  was  not  a  |>arty ;  a  viok* 
tion  in  direct  opposition  to  the  well-knowa 
maxim,  '*  That  an  Englishman's  booie  is 
his  castle.''  i 

That  every  independent  Meiober  of 
Parliament,  who  in  the  honest  and  con- 
scientious discharge  of  his  ,duty  delivers 
his  sentiments  openly  and. without  4rea4 
to  his  Constituents,  deserves  the  respect 
and  approbation  of  every  honourable  man. 
Resolved, 

That  convinced  of  Sir  Francis  Burdeit's 
honourable  motives  and  conduct,  we^an« 
not  but  join  in  the  sympathy  of  «fery 
true-hearted  Briton;  and  whilst  we  la- 
ment the  loss  which  the  country  svi^ins 
by  his  detention  at  this  mpmantoytf  crisis 
from  Parliament,  earnestly  hope  that  the 
House  of  Commons  will,  in  conformity 
with  the  seiise  and  wishes  of  the  pec^le, 
quickly  restore  to  the  Country  a  aealoos 
and  inflexible  friend. 

That  we  beg  leave  to  return  to  Sr 
Francis  Burdett  our  unqualified  thanks  for 
his  manly  and  constitutional  conduct  on 
all  occasions,  and  to  express  a  strong  hope, 
amounting  even  to  roofidence,  Uiat  tha 
integrity  of  a  British  JUidge,  and  the  im- 
partiality of  a  British  Jury,  will  secure  to 
nim  his  Rights,  and  with  them  the  Rights 
of  Britons.  John  Jombs,  Chainmn. 

Resolved  Unanimously, 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meethig-be 
given  to  the  Chairo^an  for  his  impartial 
conduct,  in  the  Chair. 

That  the  Chairman  be  requested  to  m- 
form  Sir  Francis  of  the  result  of  thia  Meet- 

That  these  Resolutions  be  printad  ia 
the  Carmarthen  Journnl,  the  Cambrian, 
the  Star,  Courier,  and  Morning  ('hrtmicle, 
Loncjon  Papers,  and  one  of  the  Brislei 
Papers. 


JPablltbad  by  R,  BAQSHAW,  Brydges-Stroet,  Cov«nit  -  Gard^'n  :— <^d  n'io  hy   J.  BCD  I),  PalUlfaJi^ 
LOWDOlf  i-WHited  bj  T.  c  BaBSard.  r«c«ib»riwcfc-Coon.  rieet-Sircet. 
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"  Thit  there  shotild  be  found  gentlemen,  who  wonid  annihilate  the  people,  and  acknowledge  do  other 
"  voice  than  tlmt  of  t'lis  "House,  i*  to  me  not  at  all  surprising  j  because  the  conduct  of  the  most  volent 
"  ftickiers  for  this  doctrine,  ha*  not  deserred  much  applause  or  favour  from  them.  Builhat  they 
*'  sbonM  bare  renounced  reason  and  commou  sense,  so  far  as  to  mainUin  that  th«  majority  of  thit 
"  ajMcrably  is  the  only  organ  by  which  their  sentiments  can  he  expressed,  is  to  me  truly  surpriiing^ 
"  For  where,  in  the  name  of  wonder,  should  the  House  acquire  the  necessary  kuowle'lge  or  inteliigence  ^  . 
**  li  it  by  tarniug  over  tha^o.  mnsty  volumes  or  by  rumnfiaging  these  gaudy  boxes  which  lie  on  youp  . 
"  table  ?  No ;  they  contain  nono  of  theac  mysteries.  Hovr  then  are  they  to  be  evplored  }  U  there 
"  any  rirtue  or  inspiration  in  lb«?e  betKl>e«  or  cushions,  by  which  they  arc  communicated  ?  ot  does  the 
*'  echo  of  these  walls  whisper  the  secret  in  yoiir  eai-s?'  No;  but  the  echo  of  e\'ery  o:her  wall,  the 
"  murmur  of  every  stream>  tlie  shouts,  aye,  and  the  hoots  anil  hisses,  of  every  street  in  tb«  nation,  ritig 
*'  it  iutyour  ears,  and  deafen  you  with  their  din.  Deafen  you,  did  I  say  f  Alas  !  you  were  deaf  before^ 
'*  or  raUier  <Icad;  else  you  would  have  heard ;  for  their  voice  is  loud  enough  to  waken  almost  the  dead. 
"  For  shame,  gentlemen,  let  us  hear  no  more  such  weak  reasonings  and  sophistical  refint^ments.  Fai' 
•*  frtMD  prodiUHng  conviction,  they  cannot  even  esctort  a  smile,  except  peradventure  at  the  atithor,  who 
**  resembles  a  hunter*  that  wouM  catch  an  elephant  in  toils  made  of  cobweb.  The  people  have  a  voica 
"  of  their  own,  and  it  myst,  nay  it  will  be,  sooner  or  later,  heard  ;  and  I,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  atways 
"  exert  every  nerve,  and  every  power,  of  which  I  am  master,  to  hasten  the  completion  of  the  desirable 
••  event**— Mr.  Burke.     Speech  in  the  House  of  C&mmons,  6ih  Dec,  1769. 
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SUMMAHY  OF  POUTtCS. 
Abhorrers  of  Westminster.  — 


There  has  been  published  in  the  news- 
papers, A  Declaration  on  the  part  of 
persons  caOuig  themselves  *'  housekeepers 
"  and  otlicr  infiabUanUy  within  the  city  and 
"  liberties  of  Westminster  ;'*  and,  though 
no  signatures  havo-,  as  yet,  been  ptii  t(» 
this  Declaration,   its    contents   are   of  a 

nature  to  call  for  particular  notice r 

This  set  of  Abhorrers  begin  by  deploring 
*'  the  late  iditmiiing  riot3,'*  though  not  a 
hundredth  part  so  niuch  mischief  was  done 
in  them  as  was  done  by  the  Church-and- 
King  mob  at  Birmingham,  or  at  Liverpool. 
Far,  however,  be  it  from  me  to  palliate 
any  mobbish  violences;  and,  I  think,  that 
the  worst  enemies  that  the  cause  of  Reform 
hasi  are  those  who,  under  pretence  of 
avenging  the  injuries  of  the  people,  com- 
mit breaches  of  the  peace.  It  is  for  Imo; 
for  the  dsLC  exercise  qflatv;  for  Agovem- 
trnm  cflaw;  this  »is  what  we  are  contend- 
iog  for ;  and  we  detest  unlawful  violence, 
by  whomsoever  it  may  be  committed.—— 
Tile  Abhorrers  above-mentioned  use  a 
^atd€alofca'if,raixcd  with  nosmall  share 
of  invective  ;  but  the  passaope,  which  I  am 
desirous  to  point  oat  to  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  reader,  rclj/es  to  the  fiappi* 
ntss,  which  we  enjoy  in  this  country,  cow- 
pared  with  the  state  qf  people  in  atJar  cotm- 

tries,  and  especially  in  France* This  U 

a  mode  of  reasoning  i  never  will  approve 
of;  becawie  it  is  an  answer  to  every  thing ; 
»n  answer  to  eTery  charge^  and  may  be 


.-^[834 

urged  by  every  Robber,  private  as  well  as' 
public.  We  complain,  for  instance,  that 
Ml".  Hunt,  one  of  the  favourites  of  the 
''  great  Statesman  now -no- more,*'  has 
gone  off  to  Portui^al, -^Stop  here,  a  mo- 
ment.—How  came  he  to  go  to  Portugal  ? 
To  Portugal  where  our  artnies  are  ?  To 
Portugal,  a  country,  in  fact,  in  our  pos- 
sess! mi  i  How  catne  -Mr.  Hunt  to  go  to 
Portugal  ?  It  was  odd  enough,  that  be^ 
who  fled  from  the  consequences  of  hia 
conduct  towards  the  pubiic  in  England, 
should  sdek  sfteli^  atnidst  tJte  camps  and  gar* 
risons  qf  the  English  army!  i  beg  my 
readers  to  ponder  this  well  in  their  minds; 
and,  odd  as  the  thing  nlay  appear,  at  firsft 
sight,  I  am  deceived  if  they  will  not  soon 
discover  a  probable  reason  for  !\Ir.  Hunt's  ' 
selection.    This  is  a  curious  affair,  and  to 

be  well  noted  by  the  people. ^To  re* 

turn  from  this  digression :  we  complain, 
for  instance,  that  Mr.  Hunt  is  gone  off  to 
Portugal  so  many  thousands  of  poands  xn  ' 
our  debt,  and  that  those   whom  the  law  * 
commanded  to  take  sureties  for  Mi*,  Hunt, 
had  neglected  to  take  those  sureties  ;  ^o  ' 
that  there  was  no  redress  left  us;   and 
that,   when   a   motion   was  raude  in  th* 
Honourable  House  to  censure  {ncftpunM, 
but   merely   censure)   this   neglect,    that 
motion  was  negatived  by  a.  large  majority  " 
of  the   Honourable  House.      When    we 
complain  of  this,  or  of  any  other  thing  of 
the  same  sort.  We  are  told,  that  we  ar« 
nmch  better  qftfutn  the  French:  that  ther«   ' 
is  a  PtUitary  despotism  in  France;  and  tlm  ' 
like.    When  we  coiaplaia  of  Lord  CMtl^ 
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temgh'i^  ofieriDe  to  give  a  writership  for 
the  pw^9e  of  its  being  swapped  agdinst 

^  ar^catia  parliaa^'nt,  a«d  that  the  Hoose 
did  not  censure  him  for  it;  the  answer 
is,  that  we  are  not  ha(f  so  miserable  as 
the  pcapie  in  France  are.  When  we  com- 
plain of  ,any  thing,  no  matter  what  it 
be;  no  rn alter  how  oppressive  the  act, 
how  wiclced,  bow  shameful,  bow  revolting 
to  all  the  principles  of  onr  constitution 
and  all  the  feelings  of  nature;  the  an- 
st^er  to  us  \$ :  ''  You  are  not  hajf  so  mise- 
'^rahk  as  the  people  qf  France,"- — -This, 
which  b  the  strongest  possible  proof  of 
ovr  advcrsaritts  being  destitute  of  all  sound 
argument,  is  the  mode  of  reasoning  adopt- 
edTby  the  Westminster  Abborrers.  But» 
to  what,  as  I  said  before,  might  not  the 
like  of  this  be  an  answer?  Take  away  the 
trial  by  jm-y  in  all  cases  where  the  party 
is-  accused  of  seditious  conduct :  wen,  the 
French  have  no  trial  at  aU  (or,  so  it  is  said, 
at  least  y  in  sttch  cases.  Hang  men  for 
ofiencea  against  the  government,  without 
judge  or  jury :  well,  we  French  are  hanged 
or  shot  (so  some  people  assert)  for  such 
ofiences,  not  only  without  judge  or  jury, 
but  without  being  informed  of  what  they 
are  hung  or  shot  For. Any  thing,  there- 
fore, may,  if  we  once  admit  of  this  mode 
of  reasoning,  receive  answer  quite  conclu- 
sive. If  we  are  never  to  complain,  until 
we  can  prove,  that  we  are  treated  as  bad, 
or  worse  than  the  people  of  France  are 
treated,  the  liberties  of  England  will,  1 
should  hope,  cease  to  be  a  subject  of  boast- 

uig. But,  now  Ist  us  see  the  passage 

alloded  to;  and,  as  we  proceed,  take  a  lit- 
tle time   to  inquire  into   the  facts. 

"  Does  history  record  a  nation  arrived  at 
"  so  proud  a  height  as  Great  Britain  and  ' 
*'  Ireland  at  this  moment  ?  These  are  facts 
*^  that  cannot  be  contradicted,  and  the  re- 
'*  suit  (so  far)  of  the  success  of  the  present 
"  contest  is  a  matter  of  astonishment  and 
*'  wonder  to  the  whole  of  the  civilized 
''  world. — It  is  true,  and  it  is  much  to  be 
^*  deplored  that  the  public  bwrihens  are 
"  heavy ;  but  it  is  also  true,  and  self  evi- 
^  dent,  that  the  increased  opulence  of  the 
^  nation  has  been  fully  equal  to  the  pres- 
«*  sute^  The  luxuries  and  the  splendour 
<'  cf  the  higher  orders  of  society  do  not 
^  appear  to  be  diminished.   The  middling 

"  *'  classes  appear  also  to  enjoy  even  more 
''  comforts  than  when  taxes  were  not  one- 
<'  fourth  of  what  they  are  at  present,  while 
**  the  condition  of  the  labouring  people  ia 
<<  «9i«a/,  tfnot  hater  than  at  any  former  pe- 
^'wd^Tbe  wia«  inea«ure«  adoptod  in 


*'  the  course  of  the  reign  of  our  benien 
**  sovereign,  have  provided  aremedy  for  the 
*'  reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  which  «r 
"  advancing  with  a  degree  qf  rapidity  towards 
*'  that  great  object  which  is  truly  astonish^ 
"  tng,  and  will  soon  operate  powerfully  in 
"  diminishing  the  public  burdens. — B^ore 
"  we  complaint  theref  )re,  let  us  look  to  the 
"  state  of  the  Continent  of  Europe  com- 
*'  pared  with  the  happy  Country  in  which 
"  Providence  has  been  pleased  to  place  us, 
*'  and  judge  of  our  true  situation.  In 
"  France,  and  the  Countries  she  has  brought 
"  under  her  yoke,  it  is  known,  to  a  certain^, 
'*  that  the  taxes  are  higher  than  in  Great 
'*  Britain,  and  collected  in  the  most  arbi- 
"  trary  manner  by  the  military  power; 
"  the-  Agriculture  is  ewery  where  crtppUd ; 
'f  the  manufactures  are  paralyzed;  and  the 
"  commerce  almost  annihilated.  The 
**  unhappy* people  under  the  dominion  of 
*'  France  are  actually  compelled  to  make 
*'  bricks  without  straw.  '  The  means  of  sub- 
"  sistence  by  the  difierent  sources  of  in- 
"  dustry  are  denied  to  them,  while  they  are 
''  oppressed  by  exactions  and  contriimtidns 
*'  to  suf^oTt  the  military,  by  which  the  Ut- 
'*  tie  capitals  they  possessed  are  nearly 
*'  exhausted,  and  their  situation  rendered 
"  ui^bearable  by  a  system  of  tyranny  and 
"  opprea<)ion  which  has  scarcely  any  pa- 
*^  raltel  in  the  history  of  the  world. — ^Bot 
"  this  i«  not  all.  Their  sons  are  torn  fivm 
*'  the  bosom  of  their  fattdlies  by  the  conscript 
'*  tion  bxws,  as  soon  as  they  arrive  at  the 
"  age  of  1 8  years,  and  sent  to  perish  in  die 
*'  armies  qf  ^ntin  and  Germany,  where, 
"  there  is  the  strongest  reason  to  believe 
"  250,000  have  been  laid  in  their  graves 
"  by  sickness  and  the  sword  during  the 
*'  last  two  years. — How  very  different  is  the 
"  situation  of  the  people,  in  this  happy 
"  country !  and  how  much  reason  they 
''  have  to  be  thankful  to  Divine  Provi- 
'*  dence  for  the  blessings  they  enjoy." 
To  give  any  answer  at  all  to,  or  com- 
ment upon,  the  Declaration  of  persons  so 
very  ignorant  as  those  niuAt  have  been, 
by  whom  this  paper  was  penned,  may 
seem  to  be  a  waste  of  time ;  but,  wb^ 
we  consider^  that  we  have  here  nothing 
more  than  what  these  people  have  been 
taught  by  their  betters,  ^d  that,  in  fact, 
the  last  resource  of  our  enemies  is  to  pro- 
pagate notions  like  the^e,  we  shall  find« 
that  it  i^  our  duty  to  expose  the  impos- 
ture, from  whatever  quarter  it  may  pro- 
ceed.  First  we  are  told  of  the  ^'  proud 

**  heighC  at  which  we  have  arrived  as  a 
nation,  and  of  the  *'  at^amskinf  ssicQe89et  qC 
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•»  the  present  contest." Really  this  is 

too  impudent.  Just  as  if  the  history  of 
the  occurrences  at  the  Helder,  in  South 
America,  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  and  at 
Walchereii,  were  already  forgotten  !  We 
are,  it  seems,  however,  to  think  ourseWes 
**  great/'  and  we  are  to  be  "  proud,"  be- 
cause we  are  not  yet  subdued,  as  the  rest 
of  the  nations  of  £ui*ope  have  been.  To 
such  a  state  have  we .  come,  that  the  not 
having  been  yet  absolutely  concjuered  is 
to  be  considered  a  matter  fit  to  be  boasted 
of.  These  Abhorrers,  who  bid  us  be 
happy  because  we  are  not  yet  conquer- 
ed, might  use  the  same  argument  io 
answer  tp  every  sort  of  complaint ;  but, 
they  seem  to  forget,  that  the  contest  is  not 
f^t  aver.  They  seem  to  forget,  that  this 
contest  is  now  going  on;  and,  that,  when 
we  began  it,  we  were  promised  victory, 
and  not  mere  safety ;  not  the  rbere  ab- 
sence of  beirtf;  conquered.  But,  at  any 
rate,  what  has  this  to  do  with  Pnrtuwtentary 
Rtform  f  What  has  this  to  do  with  the  sell- 
ing and  buying  of  seats  in  the  Honoura- 
ble House  r  Suppose  we  have  triumphed 
ih  the  contejt ;  suppose  we  have  beat  the 
French,  and  are  now  in  no  danger  from 
them,  is  that  jt  reason  why  we  should  not 
domplain  of  the  decision  of  the   House 

upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Madocks? 

Secondly,  the  Abhorrers  tell  us,  that 
they  deplore  the  weight  of  the  taxes,  but 
that  the  luxuries  of  the  rich  have  not  dvmi- 
nished,  the  comforts  of  the  middling  classes 
have  increased,  and  that  the  condition  of 
the  labouring  people  is  better  than  ever. — 
Why,  then,  do  they  deplore  the  weight  of 
the  taxes  .^ — ^What  harny  fronts  or  what 
empty  heads  must  these  men  have!  To 
make  such  assertions  as  these  in  the  pre- 
sent well-known  situation  of  the  country  is 
impi^dent  beyond  example.  It  is  noto- 
rious; it  is  in  proof  before  the  House, 
that  the  number  of  the  paupers  has  been 
doubled  since  the  year  that  Pitt  became 
minister,  and  that,  at  this  time,  about  one 
person  out  qf  every  seven,  in  this  king- 
dom, is  a  pauper.  And,  as  to  the  middle 
class,  there  is  scarcely  any  remains  of  that 
class;  but  all  are  rich  or  poor;  all  in- 
dependence is  swallowed  up  in  the  gulph 
of  taxation.  These  truths  are  notorious, 
^<i  yet,  there  are  persons,  who  have  the 
impudence  to  make  assertions  like  these 

above-quoted. But,  if  it.  was  true,  as 

it  is  false,  that  the  people  were  as  well 
off  as  formerly,  would  that  be  a  reason 
why  Englishmen  should  not  complain  of 
(h^  Expeditipi)  to  W^lclnrt^i  ?  W9uld  (|^|t 


be  any  reason  why  Englishmen  should 
not  complain  of  the  vote  upon  Mr.  Ma- 
docks's  motion  ?  Would  that  be  any  rea- 
son why  they  should  not  complain  of  acts 
of  bribery  and  corruption ;  ot  frauds,  pe- 
culations, and  acts  of  robbery  committed 
upon  them  ?  Would  that  be  any  reason 
why  they  should  not  ask  for  a  Reform  of 

parliament  ? ^TninDiY,  the  Abhorrers 

assert,  that  the  measures  adopted  for  "  pro^ 
"  viding  a  remedy  for  the  reduction  of  the 
'*  National  Debt"  have  had  such  a  won- 
derfully fine  efiect,  that  the  said  meafttrcs 
'*  will  soon  operate  powerfully  in  diminish- 
"  ing  the  public  burdens.*'  Soon/  why  so 
Pitt  and  his  set  asserted  nearly  thirty  years 
ago.  It  was  by  the  means  of  this  delusion 
(in  which,  I  really  believe,  he  himself 
was  as  much  a  dupe  as  any  body)  that  he 
made  his  grand  strides  to  power.  Not  a 
p^nny,  however,  has  ever  been  taken  from 
the  public  burdens  on  account  of  this  ^^ht. 
To  defray  the  charge  on  account  of  the 
debt  more  and  nuyre  money  is  raised  tqfon  the 
people  every  year.  Last  year  the  expejices 
of  the  debt  were  greater  than  they  were 
the  year  before ;  this  year  they  will  be 
greater  than  they  were  last  year  ;  and 
thus  has  the  thing  been  goine  on  ever 
since  Pitt  became  minister.  What  impu- 
de^ce,  then,  must  men  have,  or  how  gross* 
Iv  ignorant  must  the^  be,  to  tell  us,  that 
tne  public  burdens  will  soon  be  lighteneid 

by  the  means  of  thb  debt  system ! 

In  1792,  the  year  before  the  war  agoing 
the  finances  qf  France,  the  people  of  tbijl 
kingdom  paid,  annually,  NINE  millions  ol" 
pounds  on  account  of  the  debt.  They 
paid  last  year  THIRTY  ONE  millions  oa 
account  of  that  debt;  so  that,  in  the  space 
of  18  years,  the  debt  has  gone  on  in- 
creasing fi'om  9  millions  to  S 1  millions, 
notwitMtanding  the  operation  of  the  mea^ 
sure  oi reduction  ;  and,  in  the  face  of  this 
undeniable  fact,  these  Abhorrers  have  the 
impudence  to  assert  that  that "  wise  mea- 
sure will  soon  operate  powerfully  in  dimi* 
nishing  the  public  burdens/'  To  be  sure^ 
there  is  some  allowance  to  be  made  for 
men  who  talk  of  **  a  remedy  for  the  reduc'* 
**  tionJ'  Pitt's  scheme  and  measures  were 
aremedy  for  the  reduction'wxih  a  vengeance. 
The  ignorance  of  these  people  does  not, 
however,  prevent  them  from  being 
able  to  mislead  others.  It  is,  therefore, 
necessary  to  expose  the  falsehood  of 
their  assertions.  This  is  a  fiilse  hop# 
that  they  hold  out.  TOiere  will  be  po 
diminution  of  the  pablic  bwtbent  arise 
from  9Lny  of  ^t  mf asur^  yet  i^opt^pd^ 
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relative  to  tlie  debt ;  and  the  only  pos- 
sible alleviation  to  be  felt  by  those 
who.  pay  the  interest,  is  the  increase  of 
the  paper -money,  which  causes,  and  must 
cause,  a  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
money,  and  of  course,  diminish  the  real 
amount   of  the  interest  received   by  the 

fund-holder. Fourthly,  we  are  desire<l 

by  these  Abhorrers  to  look  at  the  state 
of  the  Continent  of  Europe,  ai)d,  "  btforc 
'*  we  complain,^'  compare  the  situation  of 
France  (and  the  countries  she  has  over- 
run) with  our  own  situation.  When  they 
were  about  it,  they  might  have  bid  us  look 
at  China,  where  the  people  are  compelled 
to  kneel  down  and  lick  the  dust  when  their 
masters  pass  by ;  or  at  Africa,  where  the 
people  are  sold  into  slavery.  Why  stop 
mt  France  and  the  countries  she  has  over- 
run ?  Why  not  tell  us,  at  once,  that  until 
our  rulers  have  the  power,  as  in  Algiers, 
to  give  us  a  flogging,  or  even  to  put  us  to 
death,  whenever  they  please,  we  ought 
not  to  complain  ?  What  have  ws  to  do 
with  other  countries  ?  Is  an  Englishman 
not  to  complain  of  an}'  act  of  unlawful 
power,  becau.^e  there  are  more  odious  nets 
of  that  sort  committed  in  other  conntric?;  ? 
What  an  insolent  species  of  reasoning  ! 
—Instead  of  waiting  "'till  our  situation 
be  as  bad  as  that  of  enslaved  nations,  it 
behoves  tis,  in  looking  at  the  slate  of  those 
nations,  to  begin  betimes  to  guard  our- 
sefves  against  their  fate.  But,  without 
thinking  it  at  all  necessary  in  the  way  of 
answer  to  these  Abhorrers,  let  us  see  a 
little  into  their /«rt5.  They  sny:  "In 
*'  France  and  the  countries  she  has  brought 
"  under  her  yoke,  it  is  Imoxvn  to  a  certainti/, 
".that  the  taxe?  are  higher  than  in  Great 
*'  Britain,  and  collecied  in  the  most  arbitrary 
^'  manner  by  the  military  porjjer ;  that  agri- 
*' cukure  is  everywhere  crippled*''  I  stop 
here,  and  call  upon  the  reader  to  admire 
the  impudence,  the  insolent  contempt  for 
the  people's  understanding,  the  profligate 
defiance  of  truth,  here  exhibited  to  the 
public.  It  is  notorious,  that,  at  ^his  very 
time,  this  kint^dom  receives  part  of  its  food 
from  France  and  the  coujitries  sfte  has  hrovght 
under  her  yoke,  and  that  our  corn-markets 
are  regulated  by  the  supplies  therefrom 
received.  It  is  notorious  that  this  food  is 
brought  to  us  in  the  vessels  of  France  and 
the  countries  she  has  broH;Tht  under  her 
y(  ke.  What  then  must  be  the  impudence 
or  ttM^  i". -ranee  of  these  hirejing  Abhor- 
rT?!  i  \'  M  r  eidiurc  of  France  has,  b}^^ 
V  I  ^»  j)*  iw,.;.  I '•en  described  as  in  a  very 
Hrt^^k'ii^'  ti^^H'^  but,  without  r«»orthig 


to  what  any  one  has  said,  or  can  say^ 
about  it,  we  know,  that  France  has  corn 
(o  sell;  we  know  that  Fraoce  has  corn  to 
spare;  and  we  know  that  tc^  are  glad  to 
purchase  that  corn,  and  to  pay  to  our 
mortal  enemy,  yea  even  to  Buonaparte,  a 
tax  qf,  perhaps,  six-pence  or  seTJen-pence  vpon 
every  quartern  loqf  that  we  eat,  that  is  made 
of  imported  wheat.  This  is  our  situation: 
Buonaparte  gives  us  Iwve  to  have  French 
corn  to  make  bread  of;  but  he  makes  us 
pay  him  six- pence  or  seven-pence  in  tax 
for  every  quartern  loaf  made  out  of 
his  corn.  And,  it  is  while  wo  are  carry- 
ing on  suth  a  truffick  as  this ;  while  we 
are  sending  away  all  the.  gold  and  silver 
we  can  scrape  together  (Lr  they  will 
have  none  of  our  p* per- money)  to  en- 
rich the  farmers  in  France  and  her  de- 
pendent states ;  it  is  \Mii!e  this  i<  going 
on,  that  wo  have  men  amongst  us  impu- 
dent enoa^h  to  bid  us  be  contented  with- 
out any  reform  ofpbu::''?,  to  b:  J  us  hold  our 
peace,  because  a^ric.iltu're  under  the  sway 
of  Buonrip:  j  to  ii  cTtry  where  crippled,  and 
ihdXlh^  mtnViS  r*/ s'lby.-tUiCc  is  denied  iotht 
people!-^ — IJuL,  p gain  I  return  to  n:v  ques- 
tion :  supr:n-i<r;  wbut  yo'i  say  to  be  as 
true  as  it  is  (alse,  whnt  is  the  state  of 
France  to  us  ?  If;  he  pcopjc  of  that  coun- 
tiy  were  actuiilly  starring  for  waat  of 
bread,  owing  to  the  government  of  Buona- 
parte, instead  of  having  bread  iu  such 
abundance  as  to  be  able  to  spare  us  some ; 
if  they  were  cxpiringwith  hunger,  is  that 
any  reason  why  the  people  of  England 
should  be  imprisoned,  or  poni>hcd  in  any 
way,  without  trial  by  a  jury?  When  the 
people  of  England  complain  that  Magna 
Charta  and  the  Law  of  the  Land  have 
been  violated,  are  they  to  be  silenced  by 
being  told,  that  the  people  of  Frajice  have 
no  bread  to  eat ! It  is  curious  to  ob- 
serve the  strong  resemblance  which  the 
reasonings  of  Buona[)arte,  or  rather  his 
statements,  bear  to  the  answers  given  us 
by  those  who  are  opposed  to  parliamen- 
tary reform,  and  who  attempt  to  defend 
the  recent  measures  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. These  latter  bid  us  look  at  the 
signs  of  prosperity  all  over  ihe  country  ; 
the  improvements  of  every  sort,  and  e>j>e- 
cially  in  agriculture:  the  new  roads,  cff- 
nals,  and  the  ilke.  What  is  a  I  this  in  an- 
swer to  the  man  who  comj;l,:ins  of  tliC 
decision  upon  Mr.  Madoeks's  moti  n,  rr 
of  the  vif)fation  of  Mugna^CluJ'ta  ai;d  tiic 
Law  of  the  Lnnd  ?  Supposing  it  sliall,  at 
last,  be  judi(  iaily  dr  t  idcd,  ihar  ?^  I  '  •> 
cis  Burdett  and  Mr.  Gale  J^^nw.  i\  m:  i.'-^ 
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iJkgally  imprisoned;  and,  of  course,  rf  it 
shall  appear  that  the  Tiolenc^  and  murders 
occasioned  by  the  imprisonment  of  the 
former  are  ,wbolly  to  be  attributed  to 
those,  who  ordered  that  imprisonment; 
supposing  this  should,  at  last,  be^^the  law, 
shall  Sir  Francis  Buidett  and  M^  Jones 
be  told,  and  shall  the  relations  of  the  mur- 
dered people  be  told,  in  answer  to  their 
compljjnts,  that  We  have  vast  wtprovemenU 
going  on  in  highxvat/i,  watercourses,  and  cat- 
tle-breeding f  If  so ;  if  this  be  an  answer 
to  those;  who  complain  of  violations 
of  the  constitution  ;  if  this  be  a  sufticient 
answer,  let  us  hear  nothing  mor^  against 
the  government  of  Buonaparte,  who, 
every  year,  in  his  Expose,  takes  care  to 
give  a  yery  full,  and,  I  dare  say,  pretty 
true,  account  of  the  many  and  great  im- 
provements in  agriculture,  roads,  fanals, 
and  bridges.  This  is  one  of  the  old  tricks 
of  despotism.  It  generally  takes  care  of 
its  slaves,  for  preci*5cly  the  same  reason 
that  a  roan  takes  good  care  of  his  horses 
and  his  sheep.  I  should  think,  that 
tliis  circnrnstance,  so  very  notorious  as 
it  is,  of  Buonaparte's  boasting  of  his 
great  improvements,  or,  "  atnelioration," 
(for  that  is  the  cant  word)  as  to  roadsy 
and  canals  and  bridges  and  agriculture 
and  schools  and  the  rest'  of  it,  -would 
make  our  adversaries  cautious  how  they 
fell  into  the  same  train  of  boasting. 
Were  thefe,  indeed,  nothing  to  be  looked 
after  but  mere  eating  and  drinking  and 
clothing  and  fire,  in  any  part  of  the  com- 
munity ;  if  mind  and  sentiment  were  wholly 
out  of  the  question,  then  there  might  be 
some  foundation  for  this  sort  of  reasoning ; 
but,  does  a  man  want  notkinghvLt  food  aiid 
raiment  ?  And,  besides,  nothing  is  more 
true  than  that  rra/p/eTi^  does  hardly  ever 
go  hand  in  hand  with  these  showy  *'  ame- 
liorations" In  China  every  thing  is  in 
such  order,  that  even  a  pebbU  is  not  to  be 
seen  to  rooghen  the  surface  of  the  road, 
on  which  the  emperor  travels  for  hundreds 
of  miles  at  a  stretch.  The  whole  country, 
in  China,  is  a  garden,  better  cultivated, 
perhaps,  th^n  the  choicest  kitchen  gar- 
dens in  this  kingdom  ;  and  in  India,  not 
only  are  the  fields  in  many  cases,  cultivat- 
ed by  the  hand  of  man,  but  the  corn  is 
watered  out  of  wells,  the  water  being 
drawn  and  distributed  by  men,  women, 
and  childreai  Yet  are  the  people  in  those 
countries  the  most  wretched  of  slaves, 
though  there  are  not  wanting  xoriters,  who 
would  be  glad  to  see  Englishmen  in  the 
mac  plight.    **  India  in  EngUmd  "  is  the 


wish  of  their  heart.  Let  us  hear  no  more, 
then,  about  improvements  and  ameliorations, 
about  roads  and  canals  and  bridges  and 
enclosures  and  turnpike- gates  as  so  many 
proofs  of  national  "  prosperity**  2itid  hap- 
piness; for,  so  to  consider  them  is  to  con- 
sider the  people  of  England  as  so  many 
brutes,  as  so  many  animals,  having  no^ 
other   cares   than  those  relating. to  tood 

ai^d     raiment There     is,     moreover, 

another  reason,  which,  methinks,  should 
make  men  in  power  shy  of  employ- 
ing this  argument;  for,  if  PLEN'fy 
(and  what  are  your  .agricultural  im- 
provements unless  that  be  the  tilect  of 
them) ;  if  plenty  be  a  proof  of  good  go^ 
vemment,  and  of  a  state  of  tilings  that  re* 
quiresno  change, .w\i9it  must  Sv  ARCITY  be 
a  proof  of?  It  is  odd  enough,  thai,  while 
these  gentlemen  are  chaunting  oist,  with 
lungs  of  Brobdignagians,  the  vast  improDC' 
menis  of  the  day,  and  quoting  them  aa 
proofs  of  good  government,  they  are 
equally  loud  against  all  improvement  in 
the  management  of  the  public  atlairs, 
which  they  call  innovation  and  reooluHots 
and  what  not !  But-,  to  come  back  to  the 
proof  afforded  by  plenty,  what  would  be 
said  of  us  Reformers,  if  we  were  to  cite 
scarcity  as  a  proof  of  bad  government  ? 
Yet,  nothing  could  be  fairer.  If  fine 
fields  and  crops  and  cattle  are  to  be  cited 
as  proof  that  no  change  in  the  system 
of  politica  is  wanted,  why  may  not 
bad  crops  and  a  scarcity  of  food  be 
cited  in  proof  on  the  opposite  side  ? 
The  quartern  loaf  is  now  seventeen  pence. 
It  may  be  much  dearer;  but  which 
of  us  would  not  be  called  a  most  seditious 
villain,  if  he  were  to  attribute  the  high 
price  of  the  loaf  to  the  mismanagement  of 
public  aflfairs?  With  full  as  much  truth* 
however,,  and  with  as  much  sincerity 
might  that  be  done,  as  the  improvements 
of  the  roads  and  bridges  and  canals  and 
cattle  are  imputed  to  the  present  system* 
There  is  no  getting  out  of  this.  Either 
plenty  is  by  no  means  to  be  attributed  to 
the  present  mode  of  managing  the  ati'airs 
of  the  country,  or,  scarcity  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  that  same  cause.  The  latter  ha« 
the  better  ground  to  stand  tipon,  he.Siuse 
the  waste  qf  war  most  always  be  9ameihing^ 
though,  comparatively,  it  cannot  be  any 
great  deah  The  keeping  of  a  great  num- 
ber <^  the  ablest  hands  from  agricultural 
labour,  and  a  great  number  of  the  best 
horses  from  the  same  sort  of  labour :  iht  >« 
must  produce  some  effect,  and  as  ihis  catae 
of  diminution  in  point  of  produce  ftajr 
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arise  from  an  erroneous  management  bf 
the  public  affairs,  part  of  the  sufferings' of 
scarcity  may  be  attribntabie  to  the  errors 
of  government.  Yet,  in  a  time  of  scar- 
city of  bread,  that  man  would  be  deemed 
exceedingly  'base,  who  should  lay  the 
blame  at  the  door  of  the  prevailing  system 
of  government  or  politics  ;  all  '*tikeking*s 
friends/*  as  they  have  the  insolence  exclu- 
sively to  call  themselves^  wonld  say,  that 
such  a  man's  object  was  to  excite  discon- 
tentment and  sedition.  With  what  face, 
then,  can  they  put  forward  "  the  flourish- 
ing  situati'  n  of  the  country"  as  a  proof 
that  the  present  mode  of  conducting  pub- 
lic affairs  is  such  that  requires  no  change  T 
Let  them  answer  this  question;  and  let 
them  give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  it ;  or, 
let  them,  in  future,  fofbi*ar  to  cite  what 
they  call  the  flourishing  state  of  the  coun- 
try as  a  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  sys- 
tKTn,    which    lets    pa«5    with    impunity, 

crimes  such  as  we  have  seen  proved. 

The  Abhorrers  must  not,  however,  pass 
off  with  the  credit  of  inventing  this  argu- 
ment against  Reform.  They  borrowed  ft 
from  Mr.  Davis  Giddv's  reported  Speech 
upon  Mr.  Brand's  motion,  where  he  is 
stated  to  have  said,  that,  "  The  situation 
"  of  the  country  was  most  flourishing,  as 
•*  our  public  works,  canals,  harbours,  <cc. 
"  every  where  evinced.  We  had  no  miti- 
**  tary  conscr^uion  as  other  countries  had. 
*•  We  had  indeed  taxes  to  pay ;  but  fleets 
**  and  armies  could  not  he  supported  without 
"  incurring  a  great  expence.  The  people  of 
'*  the  country  however,  Ivoed  at  their  ease, 
''  and  even  to  a  prolonged  period  of  l^e." 

So,   here  is  an  additional  reason  for 

being  content  without  Reform;  to  wit; 
that  we  live ;  aye,  and  that  we  live  to  be 
oWtoo!  '  This  is,  indeed,  a  fine  compli- 
ment to  the  borough-system  !  Say  no 
more  about  it,  ye  cavillers.  It  lets  us  Iwe ; 
aye>  lets  us  live  out  our  life.  Does  not  kill 
us.  Does  not  knock  as  at  head,  when  we 
become   useless,  as  people  do  their  old 

horses. ^This    is    something,     indeed, 

though  it  has  been  pretty  well  ascertained 
that  the  Italians  and  French  and  even 
Spaniards,  live  /oj^g«r  than  we  do.  But, 
OS  to  living  at  our  ease,  few  are  those,  I 
fancy,  who  have  to  boast  of  that  sort  of 
happiness,  onleSs  they  are  so  situated  as 
to  draw  their  means  of  living  oat  of  the 
taxes,  it  being  quite  as  much  as  any  man, 
living  upon  his  own  earnings  or  income, 
can  well  do  to  provide  for  the  calls  of  the 

various  tax-gatherers. Here,  in    Mr. 

^dd/s  8pe€<;h,  is  all  the  history  of  canals 


and  road»  and  hmhourt.  The  Abhorreri 
of  Westminster  are  mere  imitators  of  Mr. 
Giddy.  But,  as  Mr.  Giddy  will  not,  I  am 
sure,  deny  that  "  a  flourishing  couinry*' 
cannot  mean  a  country  where  the  produce 
of  the  land  is  so  deficient  as  to  compel  the 
said  country  to  pay  to  its  avowed  enemy, 
the  enemy  whom  it  mortally  hates,  a  tax 
upon  a  partof  the  bread  that  it  ^  ats ;  as  I  am 
sure  Mr.  Gid<ly  will  fiot  d<ny  this,  I  shall 
certainly  expect  to  hear  him  acknowledge, 
by-and-bye,  that  he  was  not  aware  of  this 
circumstance,  when  he  matte  his  speech. 
To  what  extent  this  dependance  upon  the 
enemy  may  go,  1  shall  not  pretend  to  say  ; 
but,  if  it  should  go  to  any  great  extent, 
these  reasoners  may  possibly  have  to  re- 
pent of  having  broached  such  an  argu- 
ment;  of  having,  in  annwer  to  our  com • 
plaints  again-t  moral  and  political  crimes, 
told  us  of  th^  flourishing  state  of  the  lands 

and  roads  and  rivers. Mr.  Giddy,  like 

the  Abhorrers,  or,  rather,  they  like  him, 
boast  that  we  have  no  military  conscr^ttion, 
which  boast  I  shall  leave  thorn  to  enjoy, 
hoping,  however,  that,  next  tim«  th^y  use 
it,  they  will  explain  what  it  is  that  ihiiitary 
conscription  means.  But  the  Abhorrers  go 
a  little  further,  and  tell  us,  that  Buona- 
parte has  sent  thousands  upon  thousands 
oi  his  subjects  to  perish  in  Spain  and  Gep" 
many.  They  appear  to  have  forgotten 
those  whom  we  sent  to  perish  in  Flanders, 
in  Portugal,  in  Holland,  and  at  Walcheren ! 
Well  may  they  ask  :  *'  how  very  dtflbrrm 
*'  is  the  situation  of  the  people  in  this 
"  happy  country  !"  and  well  may  they, 
omnipotent  liars  and  hypocrites,  call  opon 
us  to  thank  Divine  Providence  for  the  poli- 
tical blessings  we  enjoy  ! — ^Thus  I  dis- 
miss these  Abhorrers,  upon  whom  I  should 
have  been  -ashamed  to  bestow  so  much 
time,  had  I  not  perceived  in  their  Decla- 
ration all  those  ingredients  of  deception, 
by  which  so  many  good  people  have  been 
misled ;  and  especially  that  most  mis- 
chievous, though  fallacious  argument,  thai 
we  are  still  better  off  than  other  nations  Ore,  and 
particularly  the  French.  What  would  our 
forefathers  have  said,  if  such  an  argument 
had  been  offered  to  them,  when  they 
turned  out  king  James  and  passed  the  Bill 
of  Rights?  But,  the  truth  is,  that,  at  no 
time,  previously  to  the  disgraceful  daysof 
alarm,  would  such  an  argument  -have  been 
thought  of.  Read  all  the  debates  and  all 
the  pamphlets  of  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts, 
and  you  will  never  find  such  an  idea  com- 
ing even  firom  the  most  yenai  of  coortteis. 
It  is,indeed4.am08tocitrageous  inauk  to 
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the  nation  to  be  told»  that  it  it  sot  to  tom- 
plaio,  because  it  is  ^11  not  so  mach  op-  ! 
pressed  as  those  nations,  whom  it  was  for- 
merly wont  to  despise  for  their  slavery. 
There  is  no  point  at  which  this  reasoning 
is  bound  to  stop ;  for,  if  we  were  reduced 
to  the  state  of  the  French,  there  are  the 
Chinese  and  the  Turks  and  the  Algerines 
lo  hid  MB  look  at,  and  ^  thank  Dwme  Pro- 
*'vidtnce,*'  that  our  lot  is  better  than 
Cheirs.  We  are,  in  short,  to  look  all  over 
the  world,  and  as  long  as  any  part  of  the 
human  race,  any  thing  in  human  shape, 
is  to  t)e  tbund  'more  oppressed  than  we 
ai^  we  are  not  to  complain.  Soch  is  the 
■nun  argument  of  the  enemies  of  ParFia- 
mentary  Reform.  They  have  nothing  else 
to  offer  ;  and,  this,  I  trust,  we  shall  treat 
with  the  indignation  it  deserves. 

W-.  COBBETT. 
'    Boik^,  3l«r  Mmf,  1610. 


COBBETT'S 
COMPLETE  COLLECTION  OF 

State  Trials: 

The  EiGHTBSNTU  Paxt  of  the  above 
Work  was  published  yesterday.  One 
Wrt,  will  appear,  with  the  stceatest  regu^ 
«uity,  on  the  first  of  each  succeeding 
xnonth.  Subscribers  who  purchase  the 
Work  in  Quarterly  Volumes  are  respect- 
•fully  informed  that  the  Sixth  Volume  is 
now  ready  for  delivery.  Of  the  Two 
Hundred  and  Forty-Three  Trials  or 
Proceedings,  of  which  the  first  six  Vo- 
lumes consist.  One- Hundred  and  Ten 
never  before  came  into  any  Collection. 
The  following  is  a  List  of  the  Articles 
contained  in  the  Sixth  Volume  : 

\*  The  ntw  Matter  is  marked  [N.] 

jt08.  Proceedings  at  the  Conference  in  the 
Savoy,  respecting  a  Review  of  the  Liturgy, 
A.  p.  1661  [N.] 

1109.  The  Trial  of  John  James,  a  Fifdi  Mo- 
narchy Man,  at  tlie  King's  B<«ch  for  High 
TftaiOD^jk.  D.  lOat. 

510.  The  Trialof  Sir  Henry  Vaae,  kat  at  the 
Kiog*t  Beach  for  High  Treason,  ▲.  o.  1668. 

ti\.  The  Trial  of  John  Crook,  Isaac  Grey, 
and  John  Bolton,  Quakers,  at  the  Old  Bai- 

'  ley,  for  refusing  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegi- 
ance aad  Sopremacy,  ▲.  d.  1662. 

f  19.  The  Trial  of  Thomas  Tonge,  George 
Pbilifv,  Francis  Stubbs,  James  Hind,  John 
Mlers,  and  Nath.  Gikh8,at  the  OU  Bailey, 
f9t  fligb  TrtatOB,  a.  n.  166t. 

^US.    iSeT^a  of  Ma«jJtai«%  Alias  iilMi* 


many  styled  the  G«fman  Priaoess,  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  for  Bii;am^,  a.  ».  1663. 

414.  Proceedings,  m  the  liouse  of  r.nmn>nft|^ 
respecting  a  Messagr,  aUedosd  to  have  been 
carried  by  the  Ban  of  Briitol  to  tht  King 
from  Sir  ftiohard  Teaople,  undertaking  cfaft 
the  Kill's  Reaenae  should  be  settled,  a.  d. 
1663  [N.] 

ai5.  Proceedings  ia  Parliament  against  £il> 
ward  Earl  of  Claiendon^  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor of  England,  for  High  Treason,  and 
other  High  Crimes  and  MiMlemeanors,  a.  a. 
1663—1667. 

916.  The  Trials  of  John  Tvrya,  Printer,  ift>r 
High  Treason;  also  of  Thomas  Brewstaiv 
Bookseller,  Simon  Dover,  Printer,  and  Na- 
than Brooks,  Bookbinder,  forMisdemeaners^ 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  a.  a.  1663. 

Sir.  The  Trial  of  Colonel  James  Turner, 
John  Turner,  William  Turner,  Mary  Turner, 
and  Ely  Turner,  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  Fe- 
lony and  Buislary,^.  a.  1664. 

218.  The  Trial  of  Margaret  Fell  and  George 
Fox,  for  not  taking  the  Oath  4»f  Obedienoi, 
4.  p.  1664  TN.] 

219.  A  Trialof  Witohfls,  at  the  Asdaes  held 
at  Bury  Sl  Edroond's  for  the  Connty  of  Suf- 
folk, a.  D.  1665.  Before  Sir  Matthew  Hale, 
knt.  then  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  bis  Majesty's 
Court  of  Eachequer  [N.J 

220.  The  I'rial  of  Mr.  JBenjanun  Kceeh,  at 
the  Assises  at  Aylesbury,  in  Bockingbam- 
shire,for  a  Libel,  a.  d.  1665. 

221.  The^  Case  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
House?  of  Peers,  between  Thomas  Skinner, 
Merchant,  auH  tbe  East-India  Compaoyy 
A.  D.  1666  [N.] 

222.  Tl»e  Trial  of  tbe  Lord  Morley,  for  Muit 
der,  before  tbe  House  of  Lords,  a.  d.  1666. 

223.  Proceedings  on  aa  .Lnpeaekment  of  the 
Lord  Viscount  Mordaant,  of  High  Crimes 
and  Misdemeanors,  a.-d.  1666  [N.J 

224.  Examinations  conoeming  tbe  Firing  «f 
London,  a.  n.  1666  [N.] 

225.  Proceedings  against  Peter  Pett,  Gen- 
tleman, upon  an  Impeaohment  for  several 
High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  a.  d.  1668, 
[N.] 

226.  Proceedings  against  Sir  Wiiliain^  Peim, 
knisht,  upon  an  bnpeachneiit  for  MeeAl 
High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  a.  D.  1668, 

227.  The  Trials  of  Peter  Messer>ger,  Kichard 
Beasley,  William  Oreen,  Thoinus  Applctree, 
John  Earles,  William  Wiiks,  William  Ford, 
Richard  Farrel,  Edward  Cotton,  Edward 
Bedle,  Richard    Latimer,   John    Shnrpless, 

.  Richard  Woodward,  Thomas  Limerick,  and 
John  Richardson,  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for 
H^  Treason,  in  tmnakuoasly  aMembiing 
themselveain  Moorfiekis,  and  others  places, 
under  Colour  of  palling  down  Baardy  Houses, 
A.  D.  1668. 

asa  Prootedings  aaainst  the  Earl  ofOrrery^ 
4MI  aa  Impeacbmeat  of  High  Crimes  and 
Misdemeanors,  a..».  1660  [N.l 

«29.    The  Ttial  of  Bakers  tfaaduot,  Clerk, 
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late  Minister  of  ChiHon,  «t  the  Assises  at 
Aylesbury,  for  Fel«n?,  a.  d.  1669, 

130.  The  Trial  of  William  Penn  and  WiU 
iiacD  Mea<<,  at  the  Old  Biiley,  for  a  TumuU 
tuous  Asiemhiy.  a.  d.  IdTO. 

^1.  Ctise  of  tl\e  Imprisonment  of  Edward 
Busheil,  for  alKdu;ed  Misconduct  as  a  Jury- 
man, A.  b.  1(570  [N] 

482.  Proceedings  in  the' House  of  Commons 
against  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  a.  d.  1674. 
[N.] 

SS3.  PFocejedines  in  (he  House  of  Commons 
aeaiost  the  Dukeof  Buckineham,  a.  d.  1674. 
[N.] 

fi34.  Proceedings  in  the  Hoose  of  Commons 
against  the  £arl  of  Arlington,  a.  4>.  1674. 
[N.] 

S35.     The  Proceedings  in  the  Court  of  KingV 

Beilch,  Exchequer,  and  House  o(  Peers,  in 

the  Case  of  Sir  Samnel   Barnardiston,  bart. 

against  Sir  William  Soame,  Sheriff  of  Suffolk, 

^concerning  the  Election  of  M«mbersto  Par* 

Miament^  a.d.  1674. 

136.  Ca^e  of  Privilege  of  Parliament :  being 
Proceedings  in  Parliament,  on  an  Appeal 
brought  iu  the  House  of  Lords,  by  Dr.  Shir- 
ley, against  Sir  John  Fagg,  and  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commohs,  a.  d.  1675. 
[N.] 

C37.  Proceedings  against  Mr.  Francis  Jerikes, 
£of  ft  Speech  made  b^r  him  on  the  Hustings, 
at  Guildhall,  in  ihe  City  of  London,  on  Mid- 
summer-day, a.d.  1676. 

436.  The  Trial  of  James  Mitchel,  in  Scoiland, 
for  attempting  the  Murder  of  Dr.  James 
Sharp,  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  and 
wounding  the  Bishtip  of  Orkney,  a.d.  16T7. 

f89.  Proceedings  before  the  Lords  of  the 
Articles,  Sec.  against  Charles  Maitiand,  of 
Halton,  Treasurer  Depute,  for  Perjury,  in 
Jhaving  grven  a  fi&lse  Testimony,  at  the  Trial 
of  James  Mitche),  a.d.  168 1. 

44Q.  Procee<)ings  in  the  Case  of  Anthony  Enrl 
of  Shaftsbury,  at  the  King's- Bench,  on  an 
Habeas  Corpus,  a.  d.  1677. 

94iU    The  Tml  of  Philip  Earl  of  Pembroke 
^d  Montgomery,   at  Westminster,  for  the 
Alurder  of  Nathanael  Cony,  a.  d.  1678. 
S42.    Case  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Island 
'#£  Jamaica,  a.  d.  1678  [N.} 

Introduction  to  the  Trials  for  the  Popish 
Plot,  A.  D.  1678-1686. 

Burnetts  Acct^unt  of  the  Popish  Plot. 

Outes's  Narrative  of  the  horrid  Plot  and 
CoDspiracT  of  the  Popish  Party  against 
the  Ijk  o{  bis  Sacred  Miyesty,  the  Go- 
.  vernment,  and  tbe  Protestant  Religion : 
With  aListofsucb  Nobleman,  Gentle- 
1BMD,  and  otliers,  as  were  tbe  Conspi- 
rators: and  the  bead  Otficers,  both 
Civil  and  Military,  that  were  to  effect  it. 

|dr.  Samuel  Atkins's  Account  oi  bis  Exa- 
]iuua4i<)n  before  the  Committee  of  Lords, 
Uppointed  to  eatamine  into  the  Murder 
of  Sir  Edmundbtiry  Godfrey. 

Ste  AwjiUnMJ)   of  Captaia  Wiman 


Bo<ttow,  deceased,  relative  to  the  Popisli 
Plot;  tsken  in  his  last  Sickness,  by  Sir 
Francis  North,  Chief  Justice  of  tbe 
Court  of  Common  Pleas.  Together 
with  the  Narrative  of  Sir  Francis  North, 
at  the  Council- Board:  And  the  Letter 
of  Sir  Francis  North,  to  Mr.  ?>ecrcurj 
Jenkins,  relating  to  this  Examination. 
Curioas  Passages  publ.sbed  by  Sir  John 
Dalryinple,  as  Eitracts  from  Lord 
Keeper  North's  MS. 
243.     Tht  Trialof  William  Stayley,  Goldsroitb^ 

at  the  KingV Bench,  fur  Uigh  Treason,  a.  d» 

1678, 

Rbsolutions,  Petitions,  Remonstrakcbs, 
Sfc.  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject  ami 
Pabuamentary  Reform,  181(>. 

BERWICK  MEETINGS. 
(Fjpm  the  Bcrwx^  Advertiser. J 

On  the  7th  instant  a  Motion  that  had 
been  formerly  made  was  discussed  in 
Guild,  that  certain  Resolutions,  express- 
ing the  opinion  of  this  Borough,  be  en« 
tered  into,  comprising  a  Letter  of  Thanks 
lo  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  a  Petition  to 
Parliament  for  a  more  equal  Representa- 
tion of  the  [)€opl€.  '  The  Mayor  warmly 
opposed  the  measure,  and  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  adopting  a  different  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding at  this  particular  crisis,  by  shew- 
ing their  loyalty  to  Government,  iu  re- 
jecting the  Motion ;  alledffing  that  in- 
terested motives  coqld  not  be  ascribed  to 
him,  as  he  was  neither  placeman  nor  pen- 
sioner ;  but  he  considered  it  the  duty  of 
every  man  to  stand  by  the  Government  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  James  Graham,  who  made  the 
Motion,  replied,  and  entered  at  large  into 
the  meaning  of  Loyalty,  which  he  con- 
tended meant  a  complete  subserviency 
to  Ministers,  and  an  approbation  of  their 
measures,  however  ill  planned,  disastrous, 
disgraceful,  or  wasteful  they  might  be  j 
nothing  but  unbounded  applause  to  every 
thing  said  or  done  by  the  king's  ministers 
now,  made  a  loyal  subject ;  and  howevef 
deficient  any  man  might  be  in  his  social 
or  relative  duties,  if  he  only  said  Amen 
to  every  ministerial  measure^  it  operated 
as  a"  Bill  of  indemnity  for  every  other 
anomaly  he  might  be  guilty  of,  ^^r.  G. 
then  described  what  true  loyalty  was,  and 
entered  at  large  into  \he  necessity  of  Par- 
Ijameotary  Reform. 

A  poll  was  demanded  on  the  qoes« 
tionj  which  was  proceeding  in  tbe  usual 
way,  when  tbe  Mayor,  taking  adran-* 
tage  of  t)M  tdiimeis  of  the  Hall  (it  r^ 
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quiring   24  persons  present  to  constitute 
a  Guild,)  dissolved  the  Meeting,  and  by 
this  manceuvre   got   rid  of  the  question. 
Those  Burgesses  friendly  to  the  measure 
immediately   called  a   Meeting  of  their 
brethren,  and  a  requisition  was  signed  and 
presented  to  the  Mayor  for  the  use  of  the 
Hall,  which  was  granted.     On  the  follow- 
ing  evening  several  Burgesses  met,  and 
signed  the  Resolutions  originally  proposed, 
which  with 'the   Letter  of  Thanks,  were 
immediately    transmitted   to  Sir  Francis 
Burnett.     On  the  Saturday  following  the 
Alfired  Newspaper  was  received  here  by  a 
number   of  the  Freemen,  containing  the 
Resolutions,  Letter,  and  Names  of  those 
who  signed  it ;  but  from  some  error  it  was 
put  in  the  Alfred  as  being  the  constitu- 
tional act  of  the  Borough,  in   Guild  as- 
sembled, which  it  was  not ;  for  the  Guild 
cannot  act  in  a  corporate  capacity,  with- 
out the  presence  of  the  Mayor.     The  fol- 
lowing  are  the   Resolutions  and   Letter, 
as  they  appeared  in  the  Alfred  : — 
"  Sir  Francis  Burdeit" 
'*  The  loyal  inhabitants  of  Berwick- upon 
Tweed  having  been  convened  by  James 
Graham,  esq.  the  Coroner,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Mayor,  (who  has  hot  been  at  Ber- 
wick for  some  time,)  the  following  Rcso- 
lottofis  were  passed iwithout  a  dissentient. 
Motion  1. — "That  a  Letter  of  Thanks 
from  this  Corporation  be  sent  to  Sir  F. 
Burdett,  for  his  steady  perseverance  to 
procure  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  a  Re- 
form in   Parliament,  and  his  imiform   pa- 
triotic defence   of  the    Liberties  of  the 
People,  particularly  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Gale  Jones,  who   is  now  immured   in   a 
gaol,  without  having  the  benetit  of  that  in- 
vsQuable  privilege,  which  is  so  justly  dear 
to  every  Englishman — a  Trial    by  Jury. 
And  that  our  present  Representatives  be 
instructed   to  support   the  Petition,  pre- 
sented to  Parliament,  by  the  independent 
Electors  of  Westminster;    and  that  our 
present  members  be  further  instructed,  to 
support  "to  the  utmost  of  their  power  and 
abilities^  the  motion  intended  to  be  brought 
forward  for  a  Reform  in  the  British  House 
i>f  ComnK>ns.<-^That  these  Resolutions  be 
published  in  the  London  Courier,  Edin- 
burgh Advertiser,  and  the  Berwick  Ad- 
vertiser."— Motion  2. — •'  That  a  Petition 
and  Address  for  a  more  equal  representa- 
tion of  the  people  in  Parliament,  and  for  a 
redress  of  Grievances,  be  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  our  Represen* 
tatives  be  instructed  to  present  and  8up|>opt 
Ibe  same/'^         ftnwc*  May  5, 1 8 1  o. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Letter 
transmitted  to  Sir  Francis  Eurdetl,  and 
of  the  Names  of  the  Gentlemen  signing: 

To  Sir  Francis  Burd^.tt,  bart. 
*^  Sir  ^ — We.  the  f>ee  and  independent 
Burgesses  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances  in  which  this  country  has 
been  placed  for  a  long  time  past ;  the 
many  important  discussions  which  hav* 
taken  place ;  the  great  variety  of  abuses 
which  have  been  discovered  in  almost 
every  department  of  the  Stale;  have, 
more  or  less,  engaged  the  attention  of 
every  considerate  man;  but  the  late 
transactions  have  justly  filled  the  Nation 
with  alarming  anxiety.  In  all  the  de- 
bates which  ttiese  matters  have  given 
birth  to,  in  the  British  House  of  Com<% 
mens,  as  well  as  upon  any  public  occa- 
sion, it  has  given  us  much  satisfaction  to 
observe,  that  you  have  been  the  uniform 
friend  to  not  only  Parliamentary  Reform, 
but  to  the  Reform  of  all  other  abuses* 
We  have  likewise  observed,  with  plea- 
sure, that  your  maxitns  of  Reform,  how- 
ever much  they  have  been  stigmatised  by 
the  friends  of  corruption,  were  not  the 
ideas  of  a  fanciful  Theorist,  bat  the  calm 
investigation  of  a  mind,  accnstomed  fo 
deep  research,  pointing  out,  upon  every 
occasion,  the  Constitution  in  its  original 
purity,  as  a  rallying  point  for  every  real 
lover  of  his  couirtry.  This  is  the  Reform 
which  we  want,  and  none  other.  We 
have  likewise  observed,  with  much  plea- 
sure, that  you  have  been  the  uniform 
friend^  of  the  distressed ;  you  have  upon 
every  occasion  exerted  yourself  to  pro- 
cure a  redress  of  their  wrongs,  or  to  miti- 
gate the  sufferings  of  those  who  had  few 
to  help  them.  These  things  have  en- 
deared you  to  the  friends  of  humanity, 
and  must,  no  doubt,  be  a  source  of  inward 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  yourself.  Tb« 
lively  interest  which  you  took  relative  to 
the  commitment  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones  to 
Newgate  (and  which  was  the  leadinf^ 
trau^e  of  your  own  much-to-be-lamented 
situation)  was  greatly  interesting  to  every 
Englishman.  We  will  not  enter  into  the 
discussion  of  the  privileges  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  They  certainly  have  pri-. 
vileges  of  an  extensive  nature,  and  so 
long  as  they  are  exerted  in  the  defence  of 
the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  peo- 
ple, we  sincerely- hope  they  will  be  main- 
tained inviolate.  But  that  any  indivi* 
duab  shuuld  be  committed  to  gaol  for  an 
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indefinite  length  of  time,  because  they 
have  presumed  to  discuss  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  our  own  Representatives ;  or 
even  to  publish  their  own  opinions  upon 
their  conduct,  without  having  the  benefit 
«f  what  is  justly  dear  to  Englishmen;  a 
Trial  by  Jury,  fills  us  with  the  most 
alarming  apprehensions,  and  we  scruple 
not  to  say,  if  passed  into  a  law,  or  made  a 
-precedent  for  future  conduct,  all  the  gaols 
ef  the  kingdom  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
contain  the  twentieth  part  of  the  people 
who  may  be  found  guilty.  We  consider 
the  freedom  of  discussion,  and  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  as  the  birth-right  of  every 
Englishman,  and  the  best  guardian  of 
our  rights  and  privileges,  and  hope,  that 
they  will  be  handed  down  inviolated  to 
*  the  latest  posterity.  It  is  from  these  con- 
siderations that  we  are  this  day  assembled 
to  express  our  gratitude  to  you,  and  to  in- 
struct our  Members  to  exert  all  their 
abilities  to  obtain  a  Reibnp  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons,  trusting  that  you  will 
continue  the  steady  and  inflexible  patriot, 
with  no  other  object  in  view,  but  the  good 
of  our  country,  and  the  happiness  of  every 
individual. — ^We  sincerely  hope,  that  you 
will  soon  be  restored  to  your  anxious  fa- 
mily, and  to  fulfil  the  important  duties  of 
the  Representation  of  your  worthy  Elec- 
tors. We  are  very  respectfully.  Sir,  your 
most  humble  Servants, 

James  Graham,  Coroner. 
[This  Letter  was   signed  by  other  Q5 
Burgesses.]         Berwick,  May  1 1,  1810. 

After  the  circulation  of  this  Paper  some 
ef  the  Magistrates  issued  the  following 
notice: 

"  It  appearing  to  us  highly  improper 
and  indecorous,  that  the  Coroner  of  this 
Borough  should  take  upon  himself  to  con- 
vene a  Corporate  Meeting,  which  he  has 
no  authority  to  do  by  the  Charter,  Con- 
statution,  or  usage  of  the  Corporation  : 
and  that  66  out  of  opwards^f  ^00  resi- 
dent Burgegses  should,  at  a  Meeting  so 
convened,  make  use  of  the  name  and.  au- 
thorrU^  of  the  Corporation  in  passing  Re- 
solnlions  and  giving  instructions  to  the 
Representatives  of  the  Borough,  and  that 
k  k  proper  that  such  of  the  Burgesses  as 
clisapprove  of  this  proceeding,  should 
kave  an  early  opportunity  of  shewing 
tbeir  disapprobation,  we  request  a  Meet- 
ing of  those  .  Burgesses  who  concur  with 
M  id  opinion,  at  the  Towji  HaU^  on  Wed- 
Mfidayifirst  at  ten.o'clock. 


TO  THE    INHABITANTS   AT  ^AR^• 

"  We  also  request  a  Meeting  of  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Parish,  to  consider  of  the 
propriety  of  entering  into  Resolutions  of  a 
contrary  tendency  to  those  at  the  Meet- 
ing on  the  5th  inst.  sft  the  Town  Hall,  on 
the  same  day,  at  one  o'clock.  Jobs 
Clunie,  David  Logan,  James  Bell»  Wh. 
Pattison." 

Town-Hall,  Bmvick, 
2lst  May,  ISIO, 

Accordingly^  at  the  time  appointed,  a 
numerous  meeting  of  the  Burgesses  took 
place.  One  of  the  Magistrates  then  came 
forward,  and  proposed,  that  a  Besolation 
disapprovine  of  the  former  ones  shonld  be 
adopted  'and  signed  by  the  Meeting. — ^it 
is  impossible  for  us  to  describe  the  parti- 
culars of  this  Meeting,  but  the  war  of 
words,  we  understand,  raged^  and  the 
epithets  of  placemen,  pensioners^  abetters 
of  corruption,  &c.  were  plentifully  be* 
stowed  upon  those  Gentlemen  who  bad 
called  the  Meeting.  The  clamour  at 
length  became  so  great,  and  the  sense  of 
the  Meeting  so  decidedly  hostile  to  the 
proposed  Resolution,  that  a  very  large 
majority  of  the  Burgesses  quitted  the 
lnn<ir  Hall,  and  stopped  in  the  Outer  one, 
when  a  number  signed  the  originel  Reso- 
lutions. The  Magistrates  also  signed  their 
Resolution,  and  in  course  of  the  forenoon 
they  went  canvassing  for  names,  but  with 
little  success.  But  this  repulse  at  thf 
Burgesses  Meeting  was'  nothing  to  the 
terrible  defeat  which  they  had  to  sustain, 
at  the  Meeting  which  assembled  at  one 
o'clock. 

At  about  half  past  one  o'clock,  the  In- 
habitants began  to  assemble,  and  £he 
loner  Hall  was  soon  completely  filled. 
Mr.  J.  Graham's  arrival  was  announced 
by  thunders  of  applause;  Mr.  R.  Romer 
then  moved,  that  John  Chmie,  Esq.  do 
take  the  Chair  (Loud  cries  of  No !  no !) 
Mr.  J.  Graham  was  then  proposed  by 
numerous  voices  to  take  the  Chair,  and  at 
the  request  of  John  Clunie,  Esq.  a  division 
took  place,  when  there  appeared  but  few 
out  of  several  hundreds  in  lavour  of  him- 
self. Mr.  Graham  immediately  took  the 
Chair  amidst  loud  huEzas,  and  addiesKd 
the  Meeting  to  the  following  efiect : — 

Gentlemen;  I  feel  most  aenstbiy  the 
high  and  distinguished  honour  which  hat 
this  day  been  conferred  upon  me.  fieifeT, 
during  the  whole  tttae  of  my  residence 
in  Berwick,  but  once,  do  I  reoolleot  of 
so  numeroi^  and  highly  res^Mdabie  a 
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Meeting.  It  has  all  etong  been  my  con- 
stant endeavour  to  act  in  the  most  candid 
and  liberal  manner  towards  all  those  who 
may  differ  from  me  in  opinion ;  and  I 
trust,  that  on  this  occasion,  an  opportn- 
nity  will  be  afforded  to  every  Gentteman 
to  express  bis  sentiments  on  the  subject 
ibr  which  this  Meeting  has  been  called. 
Gentlemen,  troth  is  our  object,  and  if  our 
eause  will  not  bear  discussion,  that  cause 
cannot  be  good.  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
BO  interruption  will  be  made  to  any  one 
in  the  expression  of  his  sentiments,  how^ 
erer  much  these  sentiments  may  differ 
from  ours.  It  is  the  inherent  right  of 
every  man.  and  especially  of  Englishmen, 
upon  every  occasion  on  which  his  rights 
and  liberties  are  at  stake,  to  express  his 
opinions  in  a  legal,  constitutional  and 
firm  manner.  Gentkmen,  the  lawn  of 
my  country  no  man  values  and  reveres 
more  than  I  do,  and  did  I  live  in  Tur- 
key, or  in  any  other  country,'!  would 
consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit  to  the 
Jaws  of  such  country.  But  in  oFder  to  pay 
a  willing  obedience  to  such  laws,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  they  be  clearly  defined,  and 
intelligible  to  my  mind.  It  is  absolutely 
hnpossible  for  me  to  know  whether  I  am 
acting  agreeably  to  laws  of  which  I  have 
no  knowledge.  What  opinion  can  ke 
have  of  the  government  of'  that  country, 
Vi'here  the  subjects  are  punished  not  ac- 
cording to  written,  clear,  and  explicit 
laws,  but  to  laws  of  an  arbitrary  and  unde- 
fined nature.  The  greatest  tyrairt^  and 
despots  of  whom  I  ever  read  in  history, 
had  laws,  however  cruel  those  laws  might 
be,  that  were  clearly  understood  by  their 
subjects.  Gentlemen^  the  case  of  JohnGale 
Jones  you  are  all  well  acquainted  with. 
He  was  sent  to  gaol  for  the  violation  of 
what  is  called  the  Privileges  of  the  House 
of  C4immons,  and  if  we  may  credit  news- 
paper reports  has  the  scanty  pittance  of 
two-penny  worth  of  bread  in  the  four  and 
twenty  hours.  That  the  House  of  Com- 
mons have  great  Privileges,  I  do  not' deny, 
but  such  Privileges  I  do  contend  are  not 
superior  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  The 
House  of  Commons  have  no  right,  in  my 
opinion,  to  'punish  any  subject  of  these 
realms  contrary  to  ihose  laws.  Agree- 
ably to  Magna  Charta,  and  the  great  and 
glorious  laws  framed  by  our  wise  and  ve- 
nerable ancestors,  no  man  shall  suffer  pu- 
nishment without  a  Trial  by  Jury*^  Mr. 
Gale  Jdnes  is  a^t  present  incarcerated, 
without  enjoying  the  privilege  of  such 
«rial.    What  a  dangerous  situatiom  arc  wc 


placed  in,  if  at  the  discretion  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  we  are  liable  to  be  punished 
for  any  opinion  which  we  may  express 
contrary  to  the  wish  of  that  House.  Gen-i^ 
tlemen,  were  these  privileges  clearly  do** 
fined  and  hung  up  in  every  court  and  pub- 
lic place  in  every  town,  m  that  case,  we 
should  know  well  what  we  were  about; 
and  if  we  chuse  then  to  act  in  contradic-- 
tion  to  those  privileges,  we  must  quietly 
acquiesce  in  the  punishments  incurred. 
But  while  I  know  nothing  of  these  privi-' 
leges,  how  am  i  certain  but  at  this  very  mo- 
ment I  may  b^  violating  them.  What  I 
.  Wish  most  stEenuously  to  impress  upon  your 
minds  and  recommend  to  your  considera- 
tion, is  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  Reform 
in  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament. 
Without  this.  Gentlemen,  no  good  is  to  be 
done.  It  is  indeed  the  onlv  great  and  ne- 
cessary object  for  the  salvat»on  of  this 
country.  It  is  allowed  indeed  to  be  so, 
by  every  intelligent  and  considerate  man 
in  this  kingdom.  The  Commons  them- 
selves adnift  the  necessity  of  a  Reform, 
and  none  but  the  most  venal,  corrupt,  and 
pelf-pursuing  cre^  oppos^e  it.  C^kmile^ 
men,  it  is  needless  I  dare  say,  for  me  to 
expatiate  on  a  topic  of  which  I  presume 
your  minds  acre  already  made  up  as  to  the 
necessity.  With  regard  to  the  imprison- 
ment of  sir  F.  Burdett,  I  give  it  as  my 
firm  belief  that  his  imprisonment  is  per- 
fectly illegal ;  in  this  belief  I  have  the 
sanction  of  my  lord  Erskine,  who  in  that 
truly  noble  and  excellent  speech,  which  I 
dare  say  you  have  all  read,  which  was  de- 
livered a  few  days  ago  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  upon  the  Privileges  of  Parliament : 
in  which  speech  he  asserts  most  Unequivo- 
cally, that  the  Commons  have  no  right  to 
inflict  punishment  but  by  law.  Upon  that 
occasion,  he  said,  that  should  the  Com- 
mons imprison  my  lord  £llenborough,x 
he  would  resist  the  usurpation  with  his 
strength,  his  bones,  and  his  blood.  Sir  S. 
Rom  illy,  too,  another  great  and  constitu-^ 
tional  lawyer,  ^as  given  it  as  his  opinion  ; 
that  the  Commons  have  made  a  stretch  of 
power.  Gentlemen,  I  shall  conclude  with 
again  recommending  it  to  you  to  'give 
every  one  whor  wishes  to  express  bis  opi* 
nion,  a  patient  hearing. 

Mr.  George  Bogue  then  came  forward 
with  the  followmg  Resolutions: 

Resolved,  1st.  That  this  Meeting  de 
highly  approve  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Burgesses  of  this  Borough,  at  their  M^^- 
ing  of  the  Btfa  instant,  m  which  Ihey  ex- 
[n^eised  thdr  approbatienof'ttfte  ttmdttet 
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ef  sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  entirely  concur 
in  their  opinion  that  a  Reform  in  Parlia- 
ment is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  salva- 
tion of  our  country.-*-2d,  That  this  Meet- 
ing do  highly  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of 
the  magistrates  above-named^  in  calling  a 
Meeting  for  the  specific  purpose  of  coun- 
ter-acting the  Resolutions  of  the  Meeting 
of  the  Burgesses  on  the  btb  instafit,  legally 
and  constitutionally  convened ;  and  the 
more  so,  that  after  finding  at  the  Meeting 
convened  by  themselves,  that  a  great  ma- 
jority disapproved  of  iheir  proceedings 
they  have  ros©rtcd  to  the  Unconstitutional 
means  of  canvassing  the  Borough,  and 
using  their  influrnre  for  obtaining  Signa- 
tures to  their  C'ltinter-Re-^olutions. — 3-1, 
That  this  Meeing  d»  recommend  to  the 
BurgesseR  ot  this  B-  rough,  previously  to 
the  election  ot*  their  Representatives  in 
Parliament,  seriously  to  consider  whether 
those  persons  who  oner  themselves  as  Can- 
didates are  men  of  such  independent  prin- 
ciples as  entitle  them  to  the  confidence  of 
their  Constituents:  and  ihat  a  Petition  to  the 
Commons  H  >use  of  Parliament,  for  a  more 
equal  representation  of  the  people,  and  for 
a  redress  of  grievances,  be  presented  from 
this  Meeting.—- 4lh,  That  the  Thanks  of 
this  Mee^ng  be  given  to  the  Chairman, 
for  his  able  and  impartial  conduct  in  the 
Chair. — 5tb,  That  the  above  Resolutions 
be  signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  inserted 
in  the  Alfred  Lx)ndon  Newspaper,  and  Ber- 
"wick  Advertiser. 

On  the  first  Resolution  being  read,  Mr. 
^ura  then  spoke  in  substance  as  follows  : 

Sir;  I  most  decidedly  object  to  that 
Resolution.  I  stand  here,  howiever,  as  in- 
dependent as  any  man.  I  insist  upon  the 
right  of  being  heard,  and  I  shall  state  to 
you  what  are  my  objections  to  that  Reso- 
lution. Gentlemen,  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try no  man  esteems  more  highly  than  I 
do.  From  my  profession,  I  must  have 
some  knowledge  of  those  laws.  To  the 
liberties  and  just  rights  of  Englishmen,  I 
am  a  warm  friend ;  those  rights  and  liber- 
ties I  shall  ever  support.  Gentlemen,  it 
is  ray  interest  to  do  so ;  it  never  can  be 
suppofted,  surely,  that  J  can  wish  to  vio- 
late >  to  rob  the  people  of  those  rights. 
I  am  myself  one  of  the  people,  and  it 
cannot  He  supposed  that  I  can  act  other- 
wise than ;  support  them.  —  Gentlemen, 
Great  Britain,  at  this  momentous  period, 
stands  like  a 'mighty  column  in  the  midst 
of  a  dreary  waste.  She  has  withstood  the 
shocks  which  have  produced  the  downfal 
and  destructipa  oi  fiorrpuodiog  nations* 


She  is  at  this  moment  pre-eminently  great. 
This  is  owing  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  her 
excellent  Laws  and  Constitution,  for  which 
she  is  distinguished  above  all  other  coun- 
tries- Ours  is  a'Constitution,  Gentlemen, 
which  has  been  the  admiration  pf  the 
wisest  and  most  learned  in  every  country  ; 
the, envy  of  many  nations.  Gentlemen,  it 
is  our  sacred  duty  to  rally  round  (his  Con- 
stitution. It  is  our  tluly  to  pres<»rve  it  in- 
violate. It  is  my  veneratitin  for  tlie  laws 
of  my  country,  nhicli  prevents  me  fi-om 
acceding  ^o  thai  Resolution.  Sir  V.  Bor- 
dett,  Gentlemen,  I  am  willing  to  believe, 
is  actuated  by  the  very  best  intentions. 
I  give  him  full  credit  for  those  intentions. 
I  believe  hit)i  to  be  anhunest  man,  and  to 
have  at  heart  the  real  Oielfare  of  his  coun- 
try. He  possesses,  I  must  say,  great 
talents  and  ability.  Still  I  do  contend, 
that,  notwithstanding  all.  this,  he  is  not 
infallible.  Sir  F.  Burdett  is  liable  to 
error ;  to  mistake.  The  contest  between 
him  and  the  House  of  Commons  is  at  this 
moment  Before  the  most  solemn  and  august 
judicature  of  this  kingdom,  or  perhaps  of 
the  whole  world,  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench.  Gentlemen,  the  decision  of  that 
Court,  it  is  our  duty  to  abide  by  as  the 
law  in  this  case  ;  I  cannot  pretend  to  say, 
whether  Sir  Francis  has  acted  right  or 
wrong.  I  'shall  acquiesce  in  the  decision 
of  that  Court.  If  it  is  decided  there  that 
Sir  Francis  has  done  right,  I  shall  with  all 
my  heart  and  soul  subscribe  to  that  Reso- 
lution ;  but  if  it  is  decided  that  he  has 
done  wrong,  I  must  of  course  act  other- 
wise. The  passing  of  this  Resolution  can 
have  no  enect  on  the  question  at  issue. 
It  rests  not  with  us  to  pronounce  how  Ut 
Sir  Francis  has  acted  right  or  wrong. 
This  is  not  the  time  to  decide  on  this 
matter,  and  I  consider,  that  such  Resolu- 
tion is  a  prejudging  of  the  question;  1 
therefore  move,  as  an  amendment  to  that 
Resolution,  that  this  Meeting  do  adjourn* 
(Murmurs  and  marks  of  disapprobation.) 
Mr.  M,  James&a  spoke  as  follows:— 
Although  I  completely  differ  in  opinion 
kom  the  last  Speaker,  I  give  bun  credit 
for  the  frank  and  manly  way  in  which  he 
has  delivered  his  sentiments ;  I  too  pro- 
fess myself  to  be  a  lover  of  our  Constita- 
tion,  and  a  friend  of  the  people,  "of  whom 
I  am  an  huinble  individual.  I  have  sworn 
allegiance;  to  my  king,  I  have  borne 
arms  as  a  Volunteer  in  the  service  of  my 
country,  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  -do  so 
again  when  called  upon.  From  my 
habits  and  profession  in  life  I  haye  somift 
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knowledge  of  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  my  country,  and  the  more  I  know  of 
it,  ihe  more  I  Admire  and  revere  our  glo- 
rious Constitution.  But  with  all  this  re- 
verence for  the  Constitution,  I  cannot  ad- 
mire the  abuses  which  have  ,from  time  to 
time  crept  into  it.  I  will  rally  round  the 
King,  the  Constitution,  and  the  Laws,  but 
I  will  not  rally  round  the  present  weak 
and  inefficient  Ministry  !  men  who  have 
paralyzed  and  exhausted  the  strength  and 
resources  of  the  Country,  in  ill-fated,  and 
inglorious  Expeditions.  With  regard  to 
the  argument  that  the  present  is  iiyt  the 
time  for  the  people  to  declare  their  senti- 
ments— I  am  of  a  quite  contrary  opinion. 
This, was  the  stale  trick  always  resorted  to 
by  the  Enemies  of  Reform,  by  which  the 
good  People  of  England  .had  been  so  long 
and  so  often  duped  and  deceived.  It  was 
indeed  the  old  story  over  again.  "  When 
I  have  a  more  convenient  season,  I  will 
send  for  you."  On  the  contrary,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  to  use  the  emphatic  lan- 
guage of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  "Now  is  the 
time  for  every  Englishman  to  speak  out," 
and  no  danger  could  possibly  result  from 

the  expression  of  the  public  opinion - 

Those  ^ho  arc  acquainted  with  the 
honour  and  pi'obity  of  lK)rd  Ellenborough 
and  the  integrity  of  a  British  Jury,  know, 
that  they  would  decide  according  to  the 
Law  of  the  Land ;  for  my  part  I  most  cor- 
dially approve  of  the  whole  Parlia- 
mentary conduct  of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  who  I 
believe  to  be  one  of  the  most  patriotic 
Members  in  the  House  of  Commons,  who 
has  been  the  steady  and  uniform  friend  of 
Reform,  the  determined  enemy  of  Corrup- 
tion, and  has  always  stood  forth  the  Cham- 
pion of  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the 
People. — ^The  question  was  whether  the 
House  of  Commons  had  a  right  to  im- 
prison the  people  of  England  without 
trial.  Sir  Francis  has  denied  that  right — 
and  in  that  opinion  I  beg  leave  humbly  to 
concur.  By  Magna  Charta,  no  man  could 
be  imprisoned  except  according  to  the 
Law  of  the  Land,  or  the  judgment  of  hia 
Peers  It  wai  contended,  that  the  privi- 
lege claimed  by  tne  House  of  Commons 
was  according  to  the  Laws  and  Custom  of 
Parliament,  and  consequently  part  of  the 
Law  of  the  Land,  and  in  support  of  this 
cfcctrine,  the  names  of  Lords  Hale  and 
Coke  were  cited  ;  great  names  certainly 
to  which  I  am  bound  to  pay  respect  and 
reverence.  But  if  it  should  appear  that 
there  were  statutes  unrepealed,  standing 
4n  the  statute  book  \s^  restraint  of  this 


custom,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  turn 
out  to  be  the  case,  I  say  with  Lord  Er- 
skine,  that  such  statutes  while  unrepealed 
must  be  taken  to  be  the  Law  of  the  Land 
—and  no  power  in  this  country  short  of 
the  authority  of  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons can  repeal  them.  The  Laws  of  the 
Land  I  reverence,  but  I  also  say  with 
Lord  Erskine,  that  I  would  rather  die  than 
submit  to  any  authority  but  the  dominion 
of  the  laws.— I\or  thc!»e  and  other  reasons 
I  ^eg  leave  most  cordially  to  second  tht^ 
Resolution. 

Mr.  Jackson, — Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Jame« 
son  says  that  he  approves  of  the  whole  of 
the  conduct  of  Sir  F.  Burdett :  Now,  I 
wish  to  know  whether  he  approves  of  that 
part  of  bis  conduct  of  purchasing  a  seat  in' 
the  House  of  Commons  from  ihe  Duke  of 
Newcastle— this  is  a  fact  which  cannot  be 
denied,  (cries  of  Lie!  lie!  False!  false!) 
It  is  well  kn%wn  too,  that  at  the  Middlesex 
Election,  when  he  opposed  Mr.  Main- 
waring,  1,200  persons  were  guilty  of 
perjury, ;  when  prosecutions  were  com- 
menced against  them,  bills  of  indictment 
were  found  against  sixty ;  Sir  Francis  then 
proposed  to  Mr.  Mainwaring,  that  if  he 
would  withdraw  his  prosecutions  against 
those  persons  he  would  resignhis  seat,  which 
was  accordingly  done. — (Loud  hisses.) 

Mr.  Todd,  schoolmaster. — Mr.  Jameson 
says,  that  he  has  the  highest  confidence,  in 
my  lord  Ellenborough  and  a  British  Jury, 
and  that  the  verdict  which  will  be  given 
will  be  a  just  one.  If  that  is  the  case,  why 
does  he  press  this  Resolution  and  not  wait 
till  that  verdict  is  given  ?  It  is  sorely  pre- 
mature to  give  an  opinion  at  this  meeting 
as  such  an  opinion  may  be  different  from, 
that  verdrct7-( Hisses;  ^^^  ^r'cs  of  Go 
to  School !  go  to  School  I  where  are 
your  scholars!  what  business  have  you 
here  !) 

The  fir§t,  second,  arid  third  Resolutions 
were  then  put,  and  carrieil  amidst  a  ge* 
neral  acclamation. — The  Chairman  then 
read  a  draughtofa  Petition  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  a  Reform  in  that  House, 
which  was  most  highly  and  loudly  ap- 
proved of.  The  Magistrates  who  called 
the  Meeting  retired  with  one  or  two  of 
their  friends,  amidst  groans,  hisses,  and 
cries  of  Sneaking  off,  sneaking  off.  Stole 
away,  stole  away. — Mr.  Jameson  then 
moved  the  4th  Resolution,  which  was  un^ 
animously  agreed  to  amidst  the  loudest 
plaudits.  It  was  then  moved  that  these 
Resolutions  be  inserted  in  the  Berwick  Ad** 
vertiser,  and  in  the  Alfred    Loudon   na- 
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pcr>  wbkh  was  agreed  to*^On  the  motion 
of  Mr,  Jameson,  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  revise  and  correct  the  Petition 
which  had  been  read  by  the  Chairman,  to 
"be  presented  to  the  House  of  Commbns  for 
a  Reform  thereof,  and  that  it  be  signed  by 
the  Chairman  and  the  Committee  in  be- 
half of  the  Meeting,  was  unanimously 
agreed  to.— A  number  of  gentleman  were 
then  nominated  and  appointed  as  a  Com- 
mittee for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Grabani  was  then  chaired  from  the 
Hall,  and  followed  by  several  hundred  of 
the  Inhabitants,  who  cheered  him  all  the 
way  to  his  own  house. 


SIR  FRANCIS  BURDETT. 
.    First  Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Proceedings  relative  to  Sir  Francis  Bur* 
4ctt,^lOrdered,  by  the  House  qf  Commons, 
to  be  printed,  lith  May,  1810. 

The  Select  Committee,  appointed  to  con- 
sider  of  the  Proceedings  had,  and  to 
be  had,  with  reference  to  the  several 
Papers  signed  •'  Francis  Burdett ;" 
the  Contents  of  which  related  to  his 
being   apprehended  and  committed 
to  the  Tower  of  London ;  and  which 
papers  were*  communicated    to  the 
House  by  Mr.   Speaker,    upon  the 
13th  and   1 7th  days  of  April  last; 
9mA  to  report  such  Facts  as  they  may 
think  necessary,  together  with  their 
Opinion  thereupon,  from  time  to  time 
to  the  House ;  and  to  whom  the  mat- 
ters stated  by  the  Serjeant  at  Arms 
attending  the  House,  and  the  Process 
served  upon  him  in  an  Action  at  Law 
by  Sir  Francis  Burdett ;  and  also  the 
Summons   served   on   Mr.    Speaker, 
and  the  Notice  of  Declaration  deli- 
vered to  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  at  the 
suit  of  the  said  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
were  referred  ;  have,  pursuant  to  the 
Orders  of  the   House,  with  all  dis- 
patch»    considered    Uie    matters    re- 
ferred to  them;  and  have  agreed  to 
the  following  Report : — 
It  appears  to  your  Committee,  after  re- 
aring to  the  order  of  the  House  of  the 
^th  day  of  April  last,  for  the  commitment 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  to  the  Tower;  the 
Warrants  of  the  Speaker  for  that  purpose ; 
the  Letter  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  to  tlie 
Speaker,  dated  the  17th  day  ok  April  last; 
the  Report  and  Examination  of  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms,  touching  his  .proceedings' 
in  the  execution  of  such  wa^'rants;  the 
notices  of  ^he  Speaker  r^fer^f^  to  year 


Committee;  the  demand  made  «pon  th« 
Serieant  at  Arms  of  a  copy  of  the  warrant 
ur\der  which  he  arrested  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett ;  the  writ  served  upon  the  Serjeant, 
and  the  summons  served  upon  the  Speaker 
and  the  notice  of  declaration  filed  a^inst 
the  Seijeant ;  which  said  notices,  demand, 
writ,  and  summons,  are  all  at  the  suit  or 
on  behalf  of  the  said  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
and  all  bear  the  name  of  the  same  Soli- 
,citor,  John  Ellis :— That  the  saici  proceed- 
ings have  been  brought  against  the  Speak- 
er and  the  Serjeant,  on  account  of  what 
was  done  by  them  respectively  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  order  of  the  House;  and  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  into  question,  be- 
fore a  Court  of  Law,  the  legality  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  in  ordering  the 
commitment  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett^  and 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Speaker  and  the  Ser- 
jeant in  obedience  to  that  Order. 

1.— Your  Committee,  not  in  conse- 
quence of  any  doubt  upon  the  question  so 
intended  to  be  raised,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  into  one  view  such  prece- 
dents of  the  proceedings  of  the  House, 
upon  cases  of  Breach  of  Privilege,  as 
might  afford  light  upon  this  important 
subject,  have  in  the  first  place  examined 
the  Journals,  with  relation  to  the  practice 
of  the  House  in  commitment  of  persons, 
whether  members  or  others,  for  breaches 
of  privilege,  b}'  offensive  words  or  writings 
derogatory  to  the  honour  and  character 
of  the  House,  or  of  any  of  its  members  ; 
and  they  have  found  numerous  instances, 
in  the  history  of  Parliament,  so  far  as  the 
Journals  extend,  of,  the  frequent,  uniform, 
and  uninterrupted  practice  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  to  commit  to  different  cus- 
todies persons  whom  they  have  adjudged 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  their  privileges  by 
so  offending. 

The'  statement  of  these  precedents, 
which  establish  the  law  of  parliament 
upon  this  point  by  the  usage  of  Parlia- 
ment; the  utility  of  such  law;  and  the 
necessity  which  ^ists,for  its  continuance, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  in- 
dependence of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
its  analogy  to  the  acknowledged  powers 
of  Courts  of  Justice,  jjJid  the  recognition 
of  suph  right  in  various  instances,  by  legal 
authorities,  by  judicial  decision-s  and  by 
the  other  branch  of  the  legislature;  as 
well  as  the  invariable  assertion  ^d  main« 
tenance  of  it  by  the  House  of  Commons^ 
are  topics  which  may  be  reserved  for  a 
further  Report.  And,  alt  ho tjgh  there  are 
some  instances  in  which  the  House  ^i^ 
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tbooght  proper  lo  direct  prosecutions  for 
sucb  offences,  yet  the  Committee  confident- 
ly state  thtt  the  more  frequent  practice  of 
the  House  at  all  times  has  been  to  yindi- 
cate  itsown  privileges  by  its  own  authority. 

2.  The  subject  which  appears  to  your 
Committee  to  press  roost  urgently  for  an 
immediate  report,  is,  the  state  of  the  law 
and  the  practice  of  tke  House  in  cases 
either  of  criminal  prosecution  or  civil  ac- 
tion against  any  of  its  Members,  for  any 
thing  spoken  or  done  in  the  House  ^of 
Commons;  or  for  any  proceeding  against 
any  of  its  officers,  or  other  persons  act- 
inia under  its  authority. 

The  principal  instances  to  be  found 
under  tliis  head  arose  out  of  those  proceed- 
ings which,  in  the  time  of  Charles  I, 
Charies  1I»  and  James  H,  were  instituted 
by  the  officers  of  the  Crown,  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Commons  of  ^gland.  Those  proceed- 
ings were  resisted,  and  resented  by  the 
House  of  Commons ;  were  condemned  by 
the  whole  legislature,  as  utterly  and  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  known  laws  and  sta- 
tutes and  freedom  of  this  realm  ;  and  led 
directly  to  the  declaration  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  "  That  the  freedom  of  speech,  and 
debates  or  proceedings  in  Parliament, 
ought  not  ,to  be  impeached  or  questioned 
in  an-y  court  or  place  out  of  Parliament ;" 
•r-and  your  Comtnittee  have  no  hesitation 
in  stating,  that  this  article  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights  extends  us  clearly  to  actions  or  in- 
dictments brought,  or  proi^ecutions  by  in- 
dividuals, as  to  informations  or  other  pro- 
ceedings directly  instituted  by  the  autho- 
rity-olthe  Crown. 

The  law  of  Parliament  on  this  subject, 
so  far  as  relates  to  words  spoken  in  Par- 
liament, viiA  legislatively  declared  in  a 
statute  to  be  found  in  the  Parliament  roll 
of  the  4th  of  Henry  VIII.  By  that  act, 
the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  free  speech 
in  Parliament  are  established,  and  a  spe- 
cial action  is  given  in  favour  of  the  party 
injured  by  any  action  brought  against 
him  for  words  spoken  in  Parliament.  And, 
from  this  statute,  it  appears  that  Parlia- 
ment, at  that  time,  when  the  case  occur- 
red, which  seemed  to  shew  the  expedi- 
ency of  legislative  provision  to  give  fuller 
force  and  protection  to  its  privileges, 
made  it  the  subject  of  S'lch  provision. 

In  the  6th  of  Charles  I.  an  information 
was  filed  against  Sir  J.  Elliot,  l5enzel 
Holies,  Esq.  and  Benjamin  Valentine,  for 
their  speeches  and  conduct  in  the  House 
of  Comoionsj  juH^tnt  was  given  against 


them  in  the  King^s  Bench,  they,  were  sen* 
tenced  to  imprisonment,  and  were  fined  ; 
In  the  Parliament  which  met  in  1640,  the 
House  of  Commons,  after  a  report  made  of 
the  state  of  the  cases  of  Mr.  Holies  and 
the  reist  of  the  imprisoned  Members,  iq 
the  3d  of  Charles,  came  to  several  resolu- 
tions ;  by  which  they  resolvedj  that  thes^ 
proceedings  were  against  the  law  and  pri* 
vilege  of  Parliament ;  and  condemned  the 
authors  and  actors  in  them,  as  persons 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  Par-* 
liament. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  11.  these  pro- 
ceedings were  again  taken  into  considera* 
tion ;  and  the  House  of  Commons  came  to 
several  Resolutions.  On  the  12th  of  No- 
vember  1667,  they  resolved.  That  the  Act 
of  Parliament  in  liie  4th  year  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIU,  above  referred  to,  is  a  de- 
claratory law  of  the  ancient  and  necessary 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  Parliament.  On 
the  23d  of  November  1067,  they  resolved^ 
That  the  judgment  above  referred  to 
against  Sir  J.  Elliot,  D.  Holies,  and  R 
\^lentine.  Esquires,  in  the  King's  Bench, 
was  an  illegal  judgment;  and  on  the  7lh 
December  1667,  they  desired  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Lords.  TJie  Lords,  on  the 
12th  of  December,  agreed  with  t-he  Comr 
mons  in  these  votes. 

Your  Committee  next  refer  to  the  case 
of  Sir  William  Williams ;  the  detail  of 
which  they  proceed  to  insert  from  the 
report  of  a  former  committee  of  thi^ 
House. 

The  case  of  Sir  William  Williams, 
against  uhom,  after  the  dissolution  of  the 
ParJiament  held  at  Oxford,  ai\  informatioif 
was  brought  by  the  Attorney- Genera  I,  ii| 
the  King's  Bench,  in  Trin.  Term.  ^6  Car. 
2,  for  a  misdemeanor,  for  >  having  printed 
the  information  against  Thomas  Dangers- 
field,  which  ho  had  ordered  to  be  printed 
when  he  was  Speaker,  by  order  of  the 
House.  Judgment  passed  against  him  oq 
this  information,  in  the  second  year  of 
King  James  II*  This  pro(;eeding  the 
Convention  Parliament  deemed  so  great  a 
grievance,  and  so  high  an  infringement  oT 
the  rights  of  Parliament,  that  it  appears  tp 
your  Committee  to  be  the  principal,  if  not 
the  sole  object,  of  the  first  part  of  the 
eighth  head  of  the  tneans*  used  by  King 
James  to  subvert  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
this  kingdom,  asset  forth  in  the  declara*- 
tion  of  the  two  Houses :  which  will  apr 
pear  evident  from  the  account  given  in  the 
Journal,  8ih  February,  idtfij,  of  the  formit 
ing  of  that  declaration,  the  eighth  head  of 
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which  was  at  first  conceived  in  these  words : 
videlicet,  '^  By  causing  informations  to  be 
brought  and  prosecuted  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  for  matters  and  causes  cog- 
nizable only  in  Parliament,  and  by  divers 
other  arbitrary  and  illegal  courses.'* 

1  Ith  February,  I6«8.— "  To  this  article 
.  the  Lords  disagreed  ;  and  gave  for  a  rea- 
son, because  they  do  not  fully  apprehend 
'  what  is  meant  by  it,  nor  what  instances 
there  have  been  of  it;  which  therefore 
they  devre  may  be"  explMned,  if  the 
House  shall  think  fit  to  insist  further  on  it.*' 

I2th  February,  ^  088.-^',' The  House 
disagree  with  the  Lords  in  their  amend- 
ment of  leaving  out  the  8th  Article.  But 
in  respect  to  the  libeiiy  given  by  the 
Lords  in  explaining  that  matter;  ResoU 
Yed,  '  That  the  words  do  stand  in  this 
manner;  by  prosecutions  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  for  matters  and  causes  cog- 
nizable only  in  Parliament,  and  by  divers 
other  arbitrary  and  illegal  courses.'  By 
which  amendment,  your  Committee  ob- 
,  serves,  that  the  House  adapted  the  Article 
more  correctly  to  the  case  they  had  in 
view;  for  the  informaiion  was  hied  in 
King  Charles  II.'s  time  ;  but  the  prosecu- 
tion was  carried  on,  and  judgment  obtain- 
ed, in  the  2nd  year  of  King  James." 

'  That  the  meaning  of  the  {louse  should 
be  made  more  evident  to  the  Lords,  the 
House  ordered,  "  That  Sir  William  Wil- 
liams be  added  to  the  managers  of  the 
conference;"  and  Sir  William  Williams 
the  same  day  reports  the  conference  with 
ihe  Lords;  and,  "That  their  Lordships 
had  adopted  the  article  in  the  words  as 
amended  by.  the  Commons."  And  cor- 
responding to  this  article  of  grievance,  is 
the  assertion  of  the  right  of  the  subject,  in 
the  ninth  article 'of  the  declaratory  part  of 
the  Bill  of  RighU ;  viz.  "  That  the  free- 
dom and  debates  or  proceedings  in  Par- 
liament, ought  not  to  be  impeached  or 
questioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of 
Parliament." 

*  To  which  may  be  added,  the  latter 
part  of  the  sixth  resolution  of  the  excep- 
tions to  be  made  in  the  Bill  of  Indemnity, 
Jotprnal.  vol.  x.  p.  146,  wherein,  after  re- 
citing the  surrender  of  charters,  and  the 
violating  the  rights  and  freedoms  of  elec- 
tions, &c.  it  proceeds  in  these  words: 
"  And  the  questioning  the  proceedings  of 
parliament,  out  of  Parliament,  by  dechv 
^rations,  informations,  or  otherwise,  are 
crimes  for  which  some  persons  may  be 
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justly  excepted  out  of  the*  Bill  of  Indeiii*' 
nity." 

On  the  nth  of  June,  IdSQ,  the  House 
ordered^  "  That  the  Records  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  relating  to  the  proceed- 
ings against  William  Williams,  Esq.  now 
Sir  William  Williams,  Knt.  and  Bart,  late 
Speaker  of  this  Hotise,.  be  brooght  into 
this  House,  by  the  £ustos  Breviuni  of  the 
said  Court,  on  Thursday  morning  next. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  "  the  Record  was 
read  ;  and  the  House- thereupon  Resolved, 
That  the  judgment  given  in  the  Coort  of 
King's  Bench,  in  Easter  term  2  Jac.  2di. 
against  W.  Williams,  Esq.  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  parliament  held 
at  Westminster  25th  October,  32  Car.  2di. 
for  matter  done  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  as  Speaker  thereof,  is  an 
illegal  judgment,  and  against  the  freedom 
of  Parliament. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in 
to  reverse  the  said  judgment." 

This  bill  was  twice  read,  but  went  no 
further  in  that  session : — A  similar  bill 
was  in  the  following  session  ordered  to  be 
brought  in ;  and  a  third  bill  passed  the 
Commons  in  1695,  and  was  sent  np  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  but  did  not  proceed  there 
to  a  second  reading. 

It  appears  further,  that  on  the  ^th  of 
June,  168d>  "  a  petition  of  John  Topham, 
Esq.  was  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he^ 
beinc^  a  Serjeant  at  Arms,  and  attending 
the  House  in  the  years  1679  and  16SO, 
when  several  orders  were  made,  and  di- 
rected to  the  Petitioner,  for  the  taking 
into  his  custody  the  several  persons  of 
Sir  Charles  Neal,  &c.  &c.  and  others,  for 
several  misdemeanors  by  them  commit- 
ted, in  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the 
House ;  and  after  that  the  Commons  were 
dissolved,  the  sai(l  persons,  being  resoWed 
to  ruin  the  Petitioner,  did,  in  Hilary 
Terra,  the  33rd  .or  34th  of  King  Charles, 
sue  the  Petitioner  in  the  King's  ^ncbin 
several  actions  of  trespass,  battery*  ami 
false  imprisonment,  for  taking  aiKl  detain- 
ing them  as  aforrsaid :  to  which  actioof 
t|ie  Petitioner  pleaded  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court,  the  said  several  orders ;  but 
such  his  plea  was  over-ruled ;  the  then 
Judges  ruling  the  Petitioner  to  plead  in 
chief,  and  thereupon  he  pleaded  the  or- 
ders in  bap  to  the  actions  :  notwithstand- 
ing which  plea  and  orders,  tke4hen  Judges 
gave  Judgment  against  him,  he/* 
(To  be  continued,} 
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**  Sir ;  We  feel  great  pltatare  aiid  sattsfRCtion  in  coDveylng  to  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Cciitlemen» 
'*  Clergy,  f  reeholden,  Hooicboldcri,  and  other  lobabitanU  of  the  County  of  Berks^  in  full  County 
*'  anembM,  their  Motimentt  ef  gratitude  and  attachment  for  your  generous  exertions  in  de&nding  the 
"  came  of  the  poor,  the  helpless  and  the  oppresseld ;  for  your  unwearied  endeavours  in  exposing  and 
'*  attacking  corruption  and  abuses  in  the  Navy,  the  Army,  and  the  State ;  for  your  unabated  zeal  upon 
"  all  occasions,  in  maiatahuDg  wHh  firmness  the  Liberty,  Property  and  RightJ  of  the  People,  in  opposi- 
"  tion  to  the  pemtcioas  System  which  is  undermining  and  destroying  the  Country  ;  and,  above  all,  for 
*'  your  Qorenitted  efforts  to  obtain  a  fiill,  foir,  Dree  and  equal  Representation  of  the  People  in  Parlia- 
**  menty  which,  more  than  any  language  in  your  Letter  to  your  Constituents,  the  Electors  of  Westmin- 
**  ster,  have  excited  the  acrimony  of  all  those  who,  by  participating  in  the  misplaced  millions  of  their 
**  country,  Qat^rally  rank  you  among  their  enemies.  In  ytMi  we  have  bad  an  upright  and  honest  man-^ 
"  m  firm,  zealous  and  inftexibla  friend  tn  oar  free  Constitution^  as  by  law  established; — ^We  are.  Sir,  with 
'*  the  greatest  rnpect  and  sincerity,  your  obliged*  humble  servants,  &c''— Address  op  tus  Countv 
OF  BasKs  to  Sir  Francis  BunUU,  p<ut4d  at  the  Cntntjf  Meeting  held  ai  Readings  5th  June,  1810. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Berkshire  Meeting. The  account  of 

the  whole  of  the  proceedings  at  this  Meet- 
mg  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this 
Mumfoer^and  I  hope^  that  no  one  of  my  rea- 
ders will  lav  down  the  paper,  'till  he  has 
gone  through  every  word  of  that  account. 
— Tkktpctkkm,  which  were  agreed  to,  will 
be  published  either  in  this  number  or  in 
the  next;  but,  to  judge>of  the  sentiments 
of  tbe<€onnty,  we  want  nothing  more  than 
the  Address  <o  Sir  Francis  Burdcu,  which 
I  have  taken  as  a  motto,  and  which  does 
•qilal  honour  to  the  party  addressing  and 
the  party  addressed. ^\Vhen  Mr.  Per- 
ceval and  Mr.  Canning  and  Sir  Vicary 
Gibbs  and  Mr.  Lethbridge  and  Sir  Robj^ijt 
Salusbury  were  carrying  on  the  work  of 
getting  Sir  Francis  into  a  prison,  they  did 
not,  I  imagine,  anticipate  that  the  conse- 
Quence  would  be  Addresses  to  him  from 
Cities  and  Counties,  carried  up  by  She- 
nSk,  members  of  Parliament,  and  gentle- 
men of  great  property. ^To  Jbe  sure,  a 

more  severe  mortification  to  them  cannot 
well  be  conceived,  than  this  Address  from 
the  County  of  Berks,  moved  by  such  a 
man  as  Sir  John  Throgmorton,  and  sup- 
ported by  other  gentlemen  so  respectable 
in  every  point  of  view;  and  it  is  hard  to 
conceive  any  thing  more  honourable, 
more  encouraging,  more  heMrt- cheering,  to 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  himself.  Here  it  is  ^ 
it  is  in  this  way,  and  in  this  way  alone, 
that  he  can  receive  his  reward  for  so  many 
years  of  anxious  toil  for  the  public  good. 

Now,  what  will  those  persons  say, 

who,  just  after  he  was  lodged  in  the  Tower, 
asserted^  that  "  even  his  friends  had  dis- 
claimed him  V*    What  wiill  be  now  said 


and  thought  by  the  mean  and  dastardly 
wretch,  who,  when  he  thought  datigeV 
was  approaching,  was  the  first  to  give  the 
siffual  of  desertion  ?  What  is  now  become 
ofall  the  predictions  of  the  hireling  prints, 
that  nobody  would  any  longer  have  the 
boldness  to  drfaid  the  conduct  of  Sir  Fran- 
cis ?  And  what  are  we  now  to  think 
of  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Ponsonby,  who 
said,  that  he  did  nnt  beHtve,  that  the  people 
of  Westminster  would,  if  the  occasion  were 
offered  thenu  *l8ir  Francis  ?  Really> 
it  does  not  appear,  '^A  Mr.  Canning  htv» 
ing  withdraiMti.'i^  "  good  opinion' \  fVopt 
Sir  Francis,  has  dbS^'tft^>khlter?8  character 
any  harm.     It  has  not  ruined  him  in  the 

opinion    of   the   nation. Thoft    who 

thought  that  sending -Sir  Francis  to  the 
Tower  would  sitJc  him  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation  have  now  been  proved  to  be  toise. 
men  indeed.  But,  the  "  gentlemen  opposite^* 
must  not  pretend,  that  they  had  no  hand  m 
the  work,  "  They  did  not,  indeed^  vote  for 
the  Tower ;  but,  they  proposed  a  rtprimand  ; 
and  who  is  fool  enough  to  suppose,  that 
Sir  Francis  would  have  receivea  that  re- 
primand without  such  an  answer  as  would 
nave  compelled  the  House  to  do  something 
fitrttier;  unless,  indeed,  they  chose  to  sub- 
mit to  him  upon  the  spot } ^Therefore, 

it  is  all  a  mere  pretence ;  it  is  an  attempt 
at  deception  for  the  OUTS  to  say,  that 
they  had  no  hand  in  the  Tower  piV>j€ct^ 
lliey  most  heartily  lent  their  hands  to 
prepare  the  way.  They  condemned,  in 
language  the  most  bitter,  the  Address  of 
Sir  Francis  to  his  Constituents;  they  even 
censured  the  minister^  for  not  being  prompt 
enough  in  executing  the  warrant;  and^ 
when  Sir  Francb  vxu  in  the  Jbwer,  thev 
boldfy  come  fof  ward  to  *'  r^lly  round  fi^ 
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"  Majf$ty*8  g&oemment!*  the  persons  com- 
posing which  they  had,  only  a  few  days 
before,  denominated  the  Demon  qf  England: 
Yea,  yerily,  in  opposition  to  the  principles 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  they  were"  ready 
to  rally  round  even  "  the  Df.mon  of  £ng- 
"  land  1"  Let  them,  therefore,  hold  their 
peace.  Let  them  take  their  full  share  of 
the  reproach  tacitly  passed  upon  the  ene- 
mies of  Sir  Francis,  in  the  Address  of  the 
county  of  Berks.  The  three  persons,  who 
distinguished  themselves  most  in  speaking 
ac;ainst  the  principles  of  Sir  Francis  were 
Messrs.  Adam,  Anstrtuher  {^sXe  Indian  Judge) 
^nd  Ponsonby ;  and  the  second  of  them 
was  one  of  the  first  to  give  the  word  for 
*'  rallying  round  His  Majesty's  govern- 
'*  ment,"  after  Sir  Francis  was  safely 
lodged  in  the  Tower,  and  after  the  army 
amd  tht.  cannons  were  arrived  in  town. 
l.et  us  therefore  hear  no  more  from  the 
OUTS  in  the  w^  of  censure  on  the  INS 
for  having  sent  Sir  Francis  to  the  Tower, 
^nd  thereby  roused  the  nation  to  r^ent 

his  wrongs. The  notion  was,  that  the 

committing  of  him  to  the  Tower  would 

degrade  him.    It  was  thought,  that,  though 

.  a  few  persons  might  be  loud  in  their  com- 

Jklaints,  the  nation  in  general  would  quiet- 
y  acquiesce,  seeing  so  large  a  hiajority 
in  the  House  against  him ;  and,  that,  as 
the  world  but  too  frequently  think  the 
^orse  of  a  man  the  moment  he  is  within 
the  walls  of  a  prison,  the  measure  would 
tend  to  liywer  the  great  object  of  tfieir  fear, 
"f  his  was  the  notion  that  prevailed  amongst 
those,  wh»  were  for  sending  Sir  Francis 
to  prison.  How  have  they  been  deceived  ! 
What  must  their  fears  be  now!  They  are 
rightly  served.  But,  thev  have,  as  yet, 
experienced  only  a  small  part  of  their 

mortification. It   has    generally  been 

the  case,  that  those  who  have  been  the 
means  of  doing  their  country  great  ser- 
vices have,  at  first,  been  objects  of  cen- 
sure and  abuse,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  interested  in  the  supporting  of  ty- 
rannical measures.  There  was  hardly  a 
man,  ^ho  largely  contributed  tov/ards  the 
putting  down  of  the  House  of  Stuart,  who 
was  m)t  at  some  time  or  other,  in  prison. 
But,  the  FivB  Bishops,  who  were  arbi- 
trarily committed  to  the.  very  prison 
where  Sir  Francis  now  is,  by  James  II, 
lived  to  see  that  bigot,  fool,  and  despot 
driven  from  his  throne,  in  terror  of  the 
▼ery  troops,  upon  whom  he  had  relied  for 
tbe  support  of  his  despotic  goveirument; 
and,  William  Pbnn,  who  was  almost 
tpitten  upon  by  the  bloody  Jeffreys, 


who  sent  him  back  to  priscm,  though  ac- 
quitted by  a  jury,  lived  to  be  the  founder 
of  the  brightest  Province  in  the  world, 
lived  to  make  laws  for  the  government  of 
a  nation,  while  that  bloody  Jeffreys,  though 
/or  a  while  successful  and  Ihoagh  loaded 
with  riches  and  titles,  ended  his  days  a 
fugitive  from  the  hands  of  justice,  covered 
with  the  contempt,  as  he  formerly  had 
been  with  the  curses,  of  the  nation.* 
One  would  suppose,  that  examples  of  th» 
being  so  numerous,  and  especially  in  our 
own  history,  would  teach  men  in  power 
to  reflect  well  before  they  resorted  to  the 
use  of  that  power  for  purposes  like  that 
now  immediately  before  us.  If,  indeed, 
it  could  have  been  contrived  to  persuade 
the  nation,  that  Sir  Francis  had  realljr 
committed  some  offence,  worthy  of  impri- 
sonment, the  imprisonment  would  hare 
had  great-  cifect  against  him.  But,  this 
was  impossible.  Nobody  could  beHevc 
this ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  next  to  impossi- 
ble, that  the  public  in  general  shoulanot, 
like  the  county  of  Berks,  be  convinced, 
that  his  having  resolved  to  urge,  with  all 
his  might,  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  was 
his  great  offeike  in  the  eyes  of  tht»e  who 

were  thejnost  bitter  against  him. ^Tbat 

this  Meeting  in  Berkshire  will  lead  io 
others  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  but.  m  I 
observed,  in  a  late  Number,  the  people 
are  so  kept  asunder,  in  the  country,  thai 
their  being  slow  to  meet,  upon  any  occa- 
sion is  not  wonderful.  County- Meeting* 
for  Addresses  of  another  description  are 
as  unerring  as  the  Sun.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  nothing  to  do  but  to 
write  a  circular  letter,  and  there  asseni- 
ble,  in  every  county,  some  dozen  and  a 
half -of  placemen,  tax-gatherers  and  de- 
pctident  parsons,  and  the  thing  is  done  as 
quietly  as  the  business  of  a  naeeting  of 
Trustees  to  a  Tui  npike  Road.  There  bate 
beeii  many  a  score  of  County-meetings 
without  even  the  inhabitants  of  the  townsi 

*  The  Trial  ofTENN  and  Mead,  and  that 
of  BusHCLL,  the  Juryman,  should  be  read 
by  every  Englishman,  and  he  should  roakfi 
his  sous  read-  them,  as  soon  as  they  w* 
abre  to  comprehend  what  they  read.— - 
The  conduct  of  these  three  men  cannot 
fail  to  inspire,  in  every  youth,  useful  emu- 
lation. The  noble  stand,  wliich  they 
made  against  the  tyrants  of  their  day,  "^ 
founded,  too,  precisely  upon  those  ptincj: 
pies,  for  which  thie  people  of  EnglM 
with  Sir  Franeis  Burdett  at  thcftt  hcio* 
are  now  contending. 
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where  they  were  held,  knowing  wbait  was 
going  forward.  And  yet,  such  meetings 
Ss  these  are,  by  6ome>  asserted  to  express 
the  sense  of  the  cowUry! — '- — One  of  the  ar- 
gumentSj  the  other  day,  against  Rtform^ 
was,  that  it  was  called  for  by  nothing  but 
a  low,  degraded,  impotent,  contemptible  crew,. 
Will  those,  who  made  use  of  that  argu- 
ment, repeat  it  ?  Will  they  stick  to  that 
doctrine  to  the  upshot  ?  Will  they  conti* 
mie  thus  to  abuse  the  nation?  I  rather 
think  they  will  become  a  little  more  mo- 
dest before  it  be  long.— — The  petition, 
relative  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett  and  Mr. 
Gale  Jones,  agreed  to  at  this  Meeting,  has, 
it  appears  from  the  reports  in  the  news- 
papers, been  rejecud  by  the  Honourable 
House  !  and,  one  of  the  reasons  stated,  is. 
that  it  accuses  the  House  of  having  caused 
the  shedding  (^  innocent  blood,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  and  Sir  Samuel  Rpmilly  contended, 
that  the  accusation  was  to  be  applied  to 
the  ministers  only,  who  hac^employed  the 
military  force  in  executing  the  orders  of 
the  House;  and  they,  as  well  as  some 
other  members,  strongly  condemned  the 

rejection  of  the   petition. Upon  this 

occasion  Mr*  Yorke  seems  to  have  made 
his  appearance  again,  and  to  have  thrown 
the  innocent  blood  upon  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett, forgetting,  doubtless,  that  this  was 
attempted  without  success,  the  next  day 
after  Sir  Francis  was  lodged  in  the  Tower. 
•>— As  to  the  rejection  of  the  petition,  it 
is,  however,  a  thing,  in  itself,  of  no  con- 
sequence at  all.  The  Address  of  the 
County  of  Berks,  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
will  be  received!  That  is  the  thing  of  most 
consequence;  and,  indeed,  since  the  Ho- 
nourable House  is  apt  to  chafe  and  fret  at 
the  presenting  nf  petitions  of  this  sort, 
would  it  not  be  as  well  for  other  counties 
SLnd  public  bodies  to  leave  the  Honour- 
able House  quietly  to  itself,  and  content  them" 
selves  xoith  Addrtsses  to  Sir  Francis,  or  with 
remonstrances  to  him,  if  they  should  think 
his  conduct  wrong  ?  At  any  rate,  it  ap- 
pears tor  me,  that  a  paper  of  some  sort, 
addressed  to  him,  should  be  signed  at 
every  meeting.  He  is  now  become  the 
corner  stone  of  the  cause.  This  character 
has  been  forced  upon  him  by  his  and  the 
^people's enemfes ;  and,  therek>re,  we  must 
either  stand  by  him,  or  give  up  the 
cause>  the  latter  of  which,  I  trust,  we  shall 
not  do. 

RocHssTEE  Meeting. ^A  very  nu- 
merous and  respectable  Meeting  has  been 
held  in  the  City  of  Rochester,  and  have 
tnanitnously  agreed  to  petition  tixe  Ho- 


nourable House  to  retrace  its  steps-  with 
respect  to  Mr.  Gale  Jones  and  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  and  to  adopt  measures  for  a  Re- 
iorm  in  the  Representation  of  the  people* 
At  this  Meeting,  which,  it  would  seem^ 
the  Mayor  would  not  call,  some  excellent 
sentiments  were  expressed.  Indeed, there  is 
but  one  way  o( thinking,  whatever  there  may 
be  of  talking,  in  the  whole  kingdom.  That 
light,  which,  after  long  struggling  against 
darkness,  burst  in  upon  the  metropolis  in 
February  1  SOf),  through  the  opening  made 
^by  Mr.  Wardie,  has  now  reached  eventhcf 
most  obscure  and  remote  corners  of  the 
kingdom.  Every  soul  understands  the 
whole  of  the  question  of  ''Privilege'^  and 
of  Parliamentary  Rrfonn,  The  history  of 
the  Plymouth  Tinman  and  that  of  the  Seat'- 
Sellers  have  been  compared  by  every  body* 
The  thing  is  every  where  understood* 
There  is  no  new  information  wantine } 
and,  indeed,  nothing  is  wanting  but  for  th^ 
people  to  settle  upon  what  is  now  the  best 
way  for  them  to  ACT  in  order  to  obtain, 
legally  and  constitutionally,  redress  of 
their  grievances. 

Westminster  Ab90brers.'— — In  my 
last  I  noticed  a  long  Declaration,  which 
had  been  published,  or,  at  least,  drawn  up 
by  certain  Abhorrers    in    Westminster ; 

but,it  was  without  any  signatures. Since 

that  the  following  has  appeared,  and  has 
been  published  in  the  news-papers,  in  ap 

advertisement. It  seems  to  me  to  be> 

at  once,  the  most  foolish  as  well  as  the 
most  wicked  thing  of  the  kind  that  evtx 
was  seen  or  heard  of.  This  is,  indeed^  9 
pretty  use  to  put  vestry-rooms  and  churche$ 

to. ^ThisGERRARD  Anorewes,  by  whot|;i 

the  Declaration  is  signed,  is  one  of  thosp 
gentry  who,  about  London, are  called  i^qpf£« 

lar  Preachers,  or  Gf)Spel  Ministers, ^Hii 

Advertisement  is  in  the  following  words  ] 

"  Parish  of  St.  James,  Westminstei^f 

''June  2»  1810.— At  a  Meeting  of  the 
"  Rector,  Vestrymen  and  Churchwardena^ 
"  of  this  Parish,  duly  assembled  in  Vestry 
"  this  day,  it  was  moved,  seconded  and 
"  unanimously  resolved.  That  the  under 
"  written  Declaration  be  signed  by  thjs 
"  Vestrymen  present,  and  that  the  same 
"  shall  afterwards  lie  in  the  Vestry  Room 
"  of  this  Parish  Church,  from  twelve  till 
"  four  o'clock  each  day  (Sunday  ex- 
**  cepted)  for  the  Signatures  of  such  of  the 
"  Inhabitant  Householders  of  this  Parisb 
"  as  may  approve  thereof, 
"  Gerrard  Amdrewes,  Rector,  Chairman. 

"'We,  the  undersigned,*  Members  of 
"  Vestry,  and  other  resident  H^n^seboldeff 
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^  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  within  the 
"  X.iberty  of  Westminster,  in  the  county 
"  of  Middlesex,  feel  that  we  should  ma- 
^'  nifest  an  unbecoming  supineness  amidst 
^  the  dangerous  prmcipUs,  which  arc  now 
*'  encouraged  and  propagated  by  factious 
*'  indmduals,  if  we  did  not  openly  declare 
«*  in  contradiction  to  those  Principles,  our 
*'  unshaken  purpose  to  uphold  thte  Consti- 
"  tution,  as  by  Law  established.-* At  a 
**  time,  when.a  sanguinary  and  vindictive 
*'  enemy  has  subjugated  nearly  the  whole 
"  of  Europe,  and  threatens  to  add  this' 
'<  happy  Island  to  the  number  of  his  con- 
"  quMts,  we  cannot  but  think,  that  this  of 
"  all  others  is  the  moment  to  add  strength 
"  to  the  Empire  by  promoting  public  union, 
"  As  long  as  wc  continue  firm  and  united 
*'  we  must,  under  Providence,  be  inyinci- 
*'  ble ;  for  such  is  our  insulated  situation^ 
*'  and  such  are  our  resources,  that  if  ever 
**  we  are  ruined,  it  will  be  h  ciml  division  ; 
"by  that  intestine  strife,  %meh preys  upon 
*'  our  vitals,  and  withers  the  sinews  of  Go- 
•*  rernment — Sensible  too,  as  we  deeply 
"  are  of  the  many  invaluable  blessings 
•*  we  have  so  long  enjoyed  as  a  free 
•*  and  independent  people,  wc  must  ex- 
'*  press  our  abhorrence  of  those  attempts, 
"  which,  by  calumniating  the  character, 
**  and  attacking  the  undoubted  privileges  of 
•*  the  House  of  Commons,  have  a  direct 
^*  tendency,  as  it  appears  to  us,  to  shake 
**  the  very  foundations  of  civil  liberty  and 
.*'  of  social  order.— We  should  be  as  eager 
"  as  any  to  resist  the  least  encroachment 
"  Upon  the  Freedom  of  the  subject ;  but 
"  we  cannot  countenance  opinions,  which, 
"  under  the  mask  of  Patriotism,  must  ine- 
"  viiobly  promote  confusion,  paralyze  our  tf- 
"forts  against  the  common  enemy,  and, 
/'  in  all  probability,  ultimately  subvert 


"  fo  many  ages  been  the  envy  of  Foreign 
'*  Nations,  and  the  glory  of  our  <5wn. — Im- 
"  pressed  as  we  arc  with  these  sentiments, 
*'  we  feel  ourselves  called  upon  to  avow 
•*  them  publicly  at .  the  present  crisis ; 
*'  under  the  conviction  that  nothing  can  so 
"  cfFectually  defeat  and  crush  the  present 
"  desperate  faciim,  as  the  undisguised  de- 
"  claration  of  all  good  subjects,  thgt  they 
"  vi^ill  support  the  Rights  of  Parliament, 
*'  and   maintain   the    integrity  and  PU- 

"  RITY   of  the  ConstituUon.'' Now, 

Mr.  Gerakd  Andrewks,  Gospel  Minister, 
what  are  these  ''daneerons principles,''  of 
which  you  arc  afraid,  and  which,  as  you 
so  boldly  assert,  proceed  from  "factious 
**  nkfimuais  f*    In  what  do  these  prm- 


ciples  appear  ?  In  our  complaining  that 
men  have  been  imprisoned  during  pleasure, 
without  oath  made  against  them,  without 
warrant  from  a  sworn  magistrate,  and 
without  it  being  intended  ever  to  bring 
theni  before  a  jury  ?  Is  there  any  thing  so 
very  dangerous  in  this  complaint  ?  Is  there 
any  thing  here  so  very  dangerous  to  the 
constitution  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in  this, 
which  only  says  that  we  wish  men  to  be 
tried  brfore  they  are  punished;  h  there  wiy 
thing  in  thi:f,  that  shows  thai  our  priiH 

ciples  are  dangerous  ? ^Aye ;  but  we  go 

further.  So  we  do.  We  wish  to  put  an 
effectual  stop  to  the  trafficking  in  Seats  in 
Parliament ;  wc  wish  to  put  an  end  to  ibe 
drunkenness,  lying,  false-swearing  and 
bribery,  at  Elections ;  and,  pray,  Mr. 
Gospel  Minister,  what  very  great  dasher  do 
you  see  in  that  ?  You  are,  you  tell  ydur 
brother  Abhorrers,  for  supporting  the 
"purity**  of  the  constitution;  and,  ^foou/ 
vmom  f  Agaittit  whom  is  it,  Gmpel  Mi- 
nister, that  you  would  support  this  purity  ? 
>y  by,  it  is  aeainst  those,  who  returned  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  to  parliament,  without  a 
farthing. of  expence  on  his  part;  against 
those  who  call  for  justice  upon  public- 
robbers  ;  against  those  who  complain  ^bat 
when  two  of  the  ministers,  and  privy  coun- 
sellors were  accused  of  trafficking  in 
Seats,  the  House  refused  to  enquire  into 
the  miatter :  it  is.  Gospel  Minister,  against 
such  men,  that  yoa  wish  to  support  the 
purity  of  the  constitution,  and,  knowing 
this,  it  is  by  no  means  difficult  to  guess  at 
what  yoti  mean  when  you  are  talking  of 

purity. 1  tell  thee  what;  Go^l  3ioii- 

ster,  we  complain,  besides,  that  wc  are, 
at  this  very  dioment,  called  upon  to  assist 
the  "poorer  clergy"  with  the  sum  of 
100,000/.  and  that  this  is  not  the  first  time 


that  happy  Constitution  which  has  for  >  we  have  been  so  called  upon,  while  tbe 


very  minister,  who  demands  the  money* 
acknowledges,  that  more  than  one  haff  rf 
thy  brethren,  the  BENEFICED  da^,  d$ 
not  reside  upon  their  livings,  or  do  the  dutia 
attached  to  them,  though  we  know,  that  tbey 
could  not  hold  livinss  without  having  so- 
lemnly declared,  tlat  they  Jek  themseha 
called  ^  the  Holy  Ghost  to  take  ^sippn  ikem 

the  ministry  qf  the  Gospel Ah !   we  are 

sad  dogs,  to  complain  of  this,  are  we  not  ? 
Wc  must  be  bitter  enemies  to  the  inte- 
grity and  "purity"  of  the  coQjrtttation, 
must  we  not  ?  We  mmt  be  resolutely  bent 
upon  shaking  the  foundations  of  ^ioil  U- 
herty  and  social  order,  must  wc  not  ?^-0h  1 
we  are  a  sad  "  detperate  faction,"  to  expose 
as  wc  did^  the  nakedness  of  brothof  Bornks 
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and  brother  Beazefy  and  brother  0*Mcara  / 
A  sad  factious  crew  to  complain  that  bro- 
ther Beazely  (who,  by  the  by,  was  a  Po- 
pular Preacher  too  and  a  Gospel  Miniiter) 
iay  so  snugly  behind  the  church  after  of- 
fering a  bribe  of  3,000^.  when  the  poor 
ignorant  Tinman  had  been  fined  and  im-* 
prisoned  for  offering  a  bribe  of  2,000/.  A 
sad  desperate  faction  to  laugh  at  the  loyal 
John  Bowles's  accounts  and  computations. 
A  sad  desperate  fiaK^tion  to  expose  the  loyal 
Dr«  O'Meara,  who,  through  the  inieresi  qfa 
pfoik,  got  permission  to  preach  before  roy- 
alty, and  who  took  that  occasion  to  inveigh 
against  factiouM  prUicipki.  We  are  even 
wicked  enough  to  remember  this  conduct 
in  Dr.  O'Meara;  and,  when  ^we  hear 
any  other  loyal  priest  talking  in  the 
same. strain,  we  take  leave  to  entertain 
very  serious  doubts  as  to  his  sincerity. 
^But  it  seems,  you  are  afraid  of  Buo- 
naparte, and  think  that  in  order  to  pre- 
vent him  from  adding  England  to  the 
rest  of  his  conquests,  it  is  necessary  *'  to 
"  promote  ptdtUc  union,**  seeing  tliat  it  is, 
in  your  opinion,  only  by  "  doU  dioinon** 
that  we  can  be  ruined.  And  so,  you 
think,  then,  of  course,  that  the  most  likefy 
tot^  to  promote  public  union  is  to  get  some,  at 
least,  qf  your  parishioners  to  sign  a  Declara- 
ticH  gainst  the  rest,  to  set  sqme  of  them, 
at  least,  at  variance  with  others  of  them ; 
and,  in  order  the  more  eflectually  to  pro- 
mote union  and  make  it  durable,  you  are 
for  having  the  names  of  some  of  your  pa- 
rishioners written  down  in  a  book,  where 
all  the  world  may  see  them.  In  a  word, 
in  order  to  promote  public  union,  you  are 
for  calling  out  one  part  of  the  people  to 
"  defeat  and  crush**  another  part  of  the 
people.  This  is  your  way,  is  it,  of  pro- 
moting union  f  Your  way  of  promoting 
union,  your  way  of  preaching  **  peace  and 
"  good  wiU  amongst  men  ;''  your  way  of 
obeying  the  orders  of  your  Master  appears 
to  be  perfectly  new.  I  mean  your  hea- 
venly Master ;  for,  as  to  the  orders  of 
your  earthly  masterj^  you,  no  doubt, 
^  obey  them  in  the  common  way.  You 
most,  doubtless,  meet  your  flock  with 
great  satisfaction  next  Sunday,  having 
laboured  so  bard  during  the  week  to  draw 
forth  one  part  of  them  '<  effectually  to  de^ 
*'fiat  and  crush  the  other  part  V*  But, 
Go^minis^,  how  do  you  manage  it, 
supposing  any  of  the  '*  desperate  faction** 
to  be  present?  To  call  them  your 
'^JDearfy  beloved  Brethren**  Would  be  ra- 
ther inconsistent It  is  useless  to  say 

any  more  upon  such  a  subject.  The  nttmes. 
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however,  may  be  of  use  ;  and,  it  is  to  be 
hoped^  that  the  men,  who  may  thus  sign 
a  paper,  in  which  one  part  of  the  people 
are  pretty  plainly  called  upon  to  array 
themselves,  in  all  manner  of  ways  against 
the  other  part,  will  be  remembered.  This 
preacher  of  peace  and  good  will  amongst 
men  leaves  us  not  at  all  in  doubt  as  to  Atf 
principles  and  views.  Rather  than  there 
should  be  a  Reform,  he  would  see  the 
country  torn  to  pieces.  Verily  he  iias  his 
reasons.  He  is  no  fool.  Those  are  the 
fools,  who  not  having  the  reasons  which 
he  has,  are  induced  to  aid  and  assist  in 
his  undertaking.— ->I  should  like  to  be 
able  to  ascertain  what  are  this  man's  real 
opinions  with  regard  to  what  he  is  pleased 
to  call  "  a  desperate  /action,*^  Does  he 
think,  now,  I  wopder,  that  such  m^n  as 
Sir  John  Thrognwrton,  Mr.  Goodlake,  Mr. 
Hallett,  Mr.  Marsh,  Mr.  Kmef.Dr.  Vahy 
(for  he  is  for  reform  too  ;)  does  he  really 
believe,  that  these  are  persons  in  desperate 
circumstances,  and  that  the  whole  body 
of  yeomen  of  the  county  of  Berks,  are  in 
similar  circumstances  ?  I  should  like  to 
know  what  has  really  passed,  in  his  heafl^ 
upon  this  subject.  I  hear  what  be  says; 
but  I  should  like*to  know  what  he  thinks. 

^He  is,  I  am  told.  Dean  qf  Canterbury. 

How  comes  it,  then,  that  the  "  desperate 
*'  faction"  was  suffered,  the  other  day,  to 
prevail  in  that  cky  ?  It  appears,  th,at  a 
aecided  msyority  of  that  city  are  for  a  re- 
form of  parliament,  and  against  the  im« 
prisonment  of  the  people  of  England 
without  trial  and  without  oath  made 
against  them.  Why  did  not*  the  Dean^ 
who  now  talks  of"  a  desperate,  faction,'* 
prevent  that  ?  Why  did  he  not  go  and 
open  his  subscription  book  at  Canter- 
bury ! — —But,  I  wonder  whether  it  be 
possible  for  even  this  infatuated  or  infu- 
riated Gospel  Minister  to  believe,  that  the 
part  of  the  people,  who  call  for  Reform, 
IS, "  desperate,'*  and  so  contemptible  as 
to  be  '*  effectually  defeated  and  crushed^* 
hy  the  means  that  be  and  others  like 
him  are  putting  in  motion.  If  he  really 
does  believes  this,  he  is  too  far  gone  to 
be  reasoned  with ;  otherwise  I  would 
ask  him  WHO  it  is  that  has  written  "  Buiu 
f'  DETT  FOR  ever"  upou  every  wall  and 
paling,  not  only  in  and  about  this  im- 
mense metropolis:  but  in  every  ciiy« 
town,  villaffe,  and  hamlet  in  the  king-, 
dom.  If  this  Gospel  Minister,  or  that 
other  man  of  the  '*  Celestial  Unction,'' 
brother  O'Meara,  will  but  take  a  trip 
into     the    country    in    any    direction. 
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North,  East,  South,  or  West,  Ihey  will  find 
these  words  written  uport  every  place 
Drhich  is  conspicuous,  and  on  which 
they  can  be  written.  Now,  I  would 
msk  Messrs.  Andrews,  O'Meara,  Bowles, 
or  Beazley,  hoio  this  can  have  been 
ilone  by  "  a  desperate  faction,''  capa- 
ble of  being "  efiectually  drfeattd  and 
«'  crusheiT*  by  vestry  associations.  The 
DcvU,  they  will  say,  is  on  our  side  ;  aye, 
but  that  will  not  do  ;  for,  in  that  case, 
the  blame  lies  with  them,  whose  peculiar 
office  it  ts  to  fight  with  and  keep  down  the 
Devil.  Messrs.  O'Meara,  Bowles,  and 
Beasley,  should  have  kept  th^  Devil  in 
ch^ck.  There  was  a  French  Abb6  (whose 
name  I  have  now  forgotten),  who,  some 
years  ago,''made  a  very  good  thing  of 
writing  about  the  AniuChristian  Conspiracy, 
What  if  Gcratd  Andrewes  were  to  apply 
the  principles  of  that  work  to  the  present 
times,  and  make  his  political  congregation 
believe,  that  such  a  conspiracy  is  now  go- 
ing on  in  England"?  In  this  way,  he  might 
account  for  the  writing  on  the  Walls ;  bat, 
even  then,  he  must  give  up  his  assertion 
about  the  "  fection*'  being  '*  desperate.** 
— Evfen  then,  he  must  give  up  the 
notion  of  the  "faction"  ^inga  thing 
to  be  '*  effectually  defeated  and  crushed" 
by  a  vestry  association.-^— -^-b«  truth  is, 
thai  the  really  '^  desperate  hctwn"  are 
those,  who  oppose  all  reform,  and  the  most 
(desperate  of  them  are  those,  who  are  now 
calling  forth  these  counter- associations. 
These  ate  really  desperate ;  for,  generally 
speaking,  reform  would  sink  them  into 
their  merited  insignificance.  The  far 
^eatcr  part  of  them  it  would  strip  of  the 
riches,  which  they  have  plundered  from- 
the  public.  To  all  such  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  reform  would  be  ruin.  They, 
thcr^fofe,  may  well  be  thought  desperate; 
and,  indeed,  is  it  not  a  proof  of  despera- 
tion,  when  we  see  a  man,  whose  office  it  is 
to  preach  and  inculcatie  Peace  and  Cha- 
rity, coming  forward,  in  the  public  prints, 
and,  through  the  means  of  an  advertise- 
ment, calling  upon  one  part  of  the  parish- 
ioners" cflTectually  to  def^t  smd  crush  the 
other  part  ?**     If  this  indecent  act  be  not 

a  proof  of  desperation,  what  is?^ Those, 

on  the  contrary,  who  are  for  reform,  have 
mboQt  them  none  of  the  marks  or  motives 
of  desperation.  They-  have  estates  or  trades 
or  talents  or  strength  to  labour.  They  de- 
pend upon  resources  that  are  their  "Otvn. 
What,  tnen, should  make  them  desperate  ? 
They  feel  their  burdens,  and  ihey  also  feel 
Ihe  iftsuHs  of  such  meitas  Mn  Qerard  ^- 


drewes ;  but,  they  have  nothing  to  gain  by- 
reform,  which  would  not  be  common  to  all 
their  countrymen;  while,  on  the  other 
band,  there  is  no  degree  of  ohil  c&mmoiion 
which  must  not  be  injurious  to  them,'  ■  ■ 
All  this,  however,  the  St.  James's  preacher 
of  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  towards 
men,  knows,  I  dare  say,  full  as  well  as  any 
of  us.  But,  as  was  before  observed,  be 
also  knows,  or  fears,  I  imagine^  thut  a 
reform  in  the  House  of  Commons  vioold 
not  be  favourable  to  At9  interests  ;  aad,  if 
this  be  his  opinion,  it  is  not  very  unaa- 
tural  in  him  to  endeavour  to  cajole  hia  pa* 
rishioners  into  an  aseociation  against  re* 
form,  though  it  would  be  miserably  foolish 
in  them  to  be  so  cajoled.  He  roust  be 
aware  of  the  hatred  vnd  ^trije,  which  his 
project,  if  successlbl,  must  create.  This  is 
what  he  cannot  be  ignorant  of.  He  nost 
be  certain,  ihaS  in  whatever  degree  hb  en* 
deavours  are  attended  with  success,  hatred 
and  strife  must  be  excited  and  kept  up 
amongst  his  parishioners,  to  promote  peace 
and  harmony  amongst  whom  i^  his  boun- 
den  duty.  Let  the  public  judge,  then, 
between  him  and  those  whom  he  has  the 
insolence  to  denominate  a  "  desperate  fac^ 
"  turn." 

Nottingham,  Meeting, Here,  too^ 

I  suppose,  the  Oospel  iVIinisters  will  tell 
us  that  there  was  a  **  desperate  feclion/* 
The  Mee ling,  however,  which  took  pkMie 
on  t|^e  2Sth  of  May,  appears  to  have  beca 
a  most  respectable  one.  As  full  an  ac* 
count'as  can  f>ossibly  be  got  shall  be  in- 
serted in  the  Register  as  soon  as  nay  be; 
but,  i  could  not  omit  a  notice  of  it  this 
week,  it  is  so  honourable  to  all  the  parties 
concerned;  and  especially  as  it  alibrdsa 
proof  ^which  I  am  well  pleased  to  lay  be* 
fore  my  readers),  that  there  are  Gergy^ 
men,  who,  so  far  from  acting  the  part  of 
Gerard  Andrews,  have  the  virtue  and 
courage  to  stand  forward  in  defence  of 

the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

The  Petition  to  the  Honourable  House 
was^  upon  this  occasion,  moved  by  a  Cler- 
gyman. The  report  of  the  Proceedings 
states,  that  '*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Grundt  ob* 
"  served,  that,  at  the  request  of  several 
"Gentlemen,  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  propose 
'<  and  read  the  Petition  to  the  Hoase  of 
"  Commons,  praying  for  a  Reform  in  the 
"  Representation  of  the  People.  His  wor^ 
"  thy  irifend,  Mr.  Denison,  who  preceded 
**  him,  had  used  so  many  able,  eloquent^ 
^'  iuid  powerful  arg;uments  in  favear  of  the 
"  measure,  that  it  became  tmnecesaary  for 
*'bim  to  address  she  Met^tingat  iwich 
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*' length.  He  ^hoqld,  however,  ad  vert  (o 
"  one  or  two  poinU,  relative  to  John  Gale 
*'  Jones,  and  Sir  Francis  Bardett.  It  has 
•'  been  said,  that  the  people  haveno  right  to 
"  interi'ere,  previous  to  the  trial,  which  is 
*^  to  confirm,  or  deny  the  legality  of  tlieir 
''imprisonment.  The  House  of  Com- 
«'  mons  establish  their  right  on  precedent 
"  and  privilege,  but  no  precedent,  or 
*'  usage,  can  empower  them  to  do  wrong ; 
"  no  usage  can  make  that  right,  which  is 
*'  illegal.  There  is  a  tendency  in  all 
"  public  bodies  to  be  corrupt,  and  tliere- 
*'  fore,  they  should  be  narrowly  watched. 
"  The  question  is  How  resolved  into  one 
**  of  two  alternatives ;  either  we  are  to 
♦'  have  Reform  concealed  to  us,  or  not. 
*'  If  Reform,  then  are  our  Representatives 
"  deputies  to  do  our  business,  and  not  im- 
*'  prisov  us ;  they  are  our  servants,  not 
"  our  masters,  if  they  claim  the  privi- 
*'  lege  of  putting  us  in  prison,  I  pro|)ose, 
«'  that  they^hall  also  rcpreacnt  U8  there. 
"  (Laughter  and  Applause.)  If  the  alter- 
*'  native  be  not  Reform,  the  absolute  ne- 
«"  cessity  of  Reform  cannot  be  depicted 
*'  in  too  glowing  colours."— —He  said 
much  more;  but  here  is  ouite  enough  to^ 
answer  the  "Gospel  Minister;"  here  is 
quite  enough  to  answer  Gerard  Andrewes 
and  John  Bowles  and  brother  Beazley. 
Brother  O'Meara  would  not  have  said  so 
much,  I  dare  say  ;  but,  perhaps,  the  pub- 
lic will  be  full  as  much  inclined  to  repose 
confidence  in  Mr.  Grundy  as  in  the  man 
of  "  Celestial  Unction,"  whose  «'  lips 
"  were  touched  with  the  liot  coal  from  the 
*'  edtar,^*  and  who  preached  before  roy- 
alty against  Jacobhu,  having  obtained  per- 
mission 80  to  do  through  the  patronage  of 
a  punk,  who  was,  at  that  same  time,  sell- 
ing commissions  in  the  arnTy.  Yes,  the 
pubUe  will  be,  l  imagine,  full  as  much 
^disposed  to  confide  in  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Grundy  as  in  that  of  any  of  these  famous 
Anti-jacpbins ;  these  Abborrers  ;  these 
preachers  of  peace,  who  are  using  the 
most  desperate  efforts  to  set  the  people 

together  by  the  ears. ^This  conduct  of 

Mr.  Grundy  and  of  some  other  clergymen, 
particularly  at  Cambridge,  where  they 
contributed  their  full  share  to  the  defeat 
and  disgrace  of  I  he  Teller  of  the  Exchequer, 
will,  I  trust,  preserve  the  respect  of  tlie 
peopUs  towards  the  Clergy,  in  spite  of 
efforts  like  those,  of  Gerard  Andrewes,  to 
whom  I  would  recommend  the  perusal  of 
the  following  Address  to  Sir  Francis  Burdttt, 
agreed  upon  at  this  most  respectable  meet- 
ings and   when  he  has  perused   it  Itt 


him,  once  more,  read  over  his  own  Ad- 
vei^tisement,  and  blush  at  its  contents.— — 
In  a  period  of  general  depravity  and 
corruption,  when  all  classes  are  more  or 
less  the  slaves  of  licentiousness  and  vice, 
and  from  some»  virtue  seems  almost  to 
'have  taken  her  flight,  when  private  in- 
terest almost  universally  predominates 
over  the  public  good,  it  requires  no 
common  degree  of  firmness  and  int^rity 
to  stand  forth,  and  oppose  the  impetuous 
torrent.  In  such  circumstances,  the 
man  is  rarely  to  be  found,  who  can  at 
once  resist  the  temptations  of  wealth 
and  power,  despise  the  taunts  and  ridi* 
cule  of  those,  who  have  sacrificed  con* 
science  at  the  shrine  of  interest,  brava 
the  threats  of  those,  who  strive  to  crush 
all  opposition  with  the  iron  hand  of 
power,  smile  at  the  frown  of  adversity, 
and  remain  undaunted  at  the  sight  of 
the  walls  of  a  prison.  But  rare  as  is  the 
discovery,  we  are  willing  to  hope  and 
believe,  that  the  people  of  England  have 
toimd  such  a  man  in  you.— In  this  dearth 
of  public  virtue,  labouring  under  re- 
peated disappointments,  though  not  yet 
sunk  into  despair,  we  naturally  become 
cautious  in  giving  full  credit  to  any 
man,  until  his  integrity  has  been  tried, 
and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  his 
private  conduct  corresponds  with  his 
public  professions.  From  what  we  have 
been  able  to  Iqarn  of  your  private  life, 
the  duties  of  the  several  relations  in 
which  you  stand  to  society,  whether  as 
landlord,  husband,  father,  or  friend, 
have  been  properly. fulfilled.  With  the 
greater  x:onfidence,  therefore,  we  have 
looked  for  a  faithful  discharge  of  your 
public  duties,  nor  have  our  expectations 
been  hitherto  disappointed.  When  by 
what  is  generally  deemed  a  tnfling 
sacrifice  of  principle^  you  might  have 
basked  in  the  sun- shine  of  prosperity, 
you  have  chosen  to  weather  the  storms 
of  adversity,  folded  in  the  mantle  of  in- 
tegrity.— At  one  time  the  object  of  ge- 
neral odium,  insulted  by  an  infatuated 
and  misguided  people,  you  shrunk  not 
from  the  field  of  duty  to  seek  popular 
applause.  But  at  length,  in  a  great 
measure  through  your  instrumentality, 
the  eyes  of  the  people  aVe  opened,  their 
burdens  have  made  them  feel,  and  their 
feelings  have  enlightened  their  under^ 
standings.  They  now  see  their  real 
friends,  and  are  ready  to  offer  their  tri- 
bute of  gratitude  to  you.  For  your  re- 
cent oondact,  for  your  fiott  stand  in  df 
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'^  fence  of  the  Liberties  and  Rights  of  Bri- 
''  tons  accept  our  unqualified  thanks*  But 
^'  gratifying  as  the  expression  of  th^  appro- 
"  bation  of  your  fellow-subjects  must  neces- 
''  sarily  be  to  your  feelings,  we  trust  that 
'*  }rou  possess  a  much  higher  source  of  gra- 
'^  tification  in  the  approbation  of  your  own 
"  conscience.  Go  on,  Sir,  in  your  honour- 
«  able  career.  No  effort  is  lost.  Let  us 
"  not  in  this  instance  suffer  disappoint- 
*'  ment.  So  shall  the  virtuous  part  of 
"  your  fellow-subjects  revere  and  love 
*'  you,  and  the  blessing  of  him,  that  was 
*'  ready  to  perish,  shall  come  upon  you." 
— Tne  Mayor  of  Nottingham  called  this 
Meeting ;  be  gave  his  approbation  of  its 
object;  an  Aldertnod  presided  as  chairman; 
the  petition  was  proposed  by  a  Clergy- 
man:  and  yet,  pernaps,  Gerard  will 
have  the  insolence  to  tell  us,  that  this 
Meeting  was  made  up  of  men  belong- 
ing to    "  a  desperate  faction,"  • One 

cannot  read  these  Addresses  without  look- 
ing back,  at  every  step,  to  the  debates 
upon  the  subject  of  the  commitment  to 
the  Tower,  Mr.  Wilbf.iiforce,  who,  be  it 
"borne  in  mind,  was  for  reprimanding  Sir 
Francis,  said,  that  if  sent  to  the  Tower, 
he  would  be  issuing  his  infiamtnatory  letters 
thence ;  and  so  said  Mr.  PonsonbV.  How 
jnuch  deceived  they  were!  What?  Didthey 
imagine,  then,  that  he  was  going  to  a  sort 
of  state  that  would  dispose  his  mind  to 
weeping,  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth  ? 
The  situation  of  Sir  l^rancis  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  excite  angry  and  tmeaty  feelings. 
Little  did  Messrs.  Wilberforce  and  Pon- 
sonby  imagine,  that  his  time  would  be  so 
.much  taken  up  nith  the  receiving  and  the  an- 
swering qf  Addresses  f  Little,  alas!  didthey 
imagine  this,  when  they  talked  of  his 
issuing  qf  his  publications  from  the  Tower ! 
Little  did  Mr.  Wilberforce  imagine,  that 
he  himself  would  be  reouested  to  assist  at  the 
carrying  vp  qf  an  Addre^  to  the  man, 
whom  he  voted  for  reprimanding;  but,  this 
is,  I  understand,  very  likely  to  be  the 

case. Aye,   in  spite  of  Gerard   An- 

drewes  and  John  Bowles,  and  such  like 
people,  the  cause  of  Reform  will  triumph. 
There  is  nothing  .but  precipitancy  on  the 
part  of  its  advocates  that  can  defea^  their 
views.  '  I,  the|efore,  conclude  here,  as  I 
have  done  upon  so  many  former  occasions, 
admonishing  the  friends  of  Reform^  to 
avoid  haste  as  they  would  avoid  destruc- 
tion; to  be  cool  and  considerate  in  all 
their  proceedings;  and  never  to  suffer 
themselves  taJaiMfcifgij^  Sto  resentful 
acts,  into  A^J^^MPSjfefiDktq^^sort^  by 


the  malice  and  calumnies  of  their  (oen.  I 
trust,  that  no  attempt  will  be  made  to 
form  any  Clubs  or  Associations,  which, 
though  their  object  might  be  good,  would 
be  sure  to  afford  a  handle  lor  mitrepre- 
sentation.  Let  aH  be  open ;  all  pMic  ;  afl 
in  a  legal  and  constitutional  way,  in  form 
as  well  as  in  substance ;  and,  iC  in  the 
end  violmce,  of  whatever  sort  it  may  be, 
does  come,  let  it,  for  God's  sake,  come 
from  our  enemies,  who  are  also  the  great- 
est enemies  of  the  kingly  govemmem  and 
of  the  family  upon  the  throne. 

N.  B.  I  did  intend  to  insert  an  article 
upon  the  nefarious  attempt  to  assassinate 
the  Dure  of  Cumberland  ;  and  also  upoii 
the  fearhil  prospect  of  the  Wheat-Ckop, 
which,  unless  timely  precautions  be  taken, 
will,  in  my  opinion,  expose  the  country 
to  most  awf\il  calamities ;  but,  «s  I  wish 
to  do  justice  to  both  subjects,  I  must  post- 
pone them  till  next  week.— ^- 1  cannot, 
however,  help  observing,  with  respect  to 
the  latter,  that  I  hope  the  ministers  will, 
in  time,  take  care  to  secure  supplies  of 
wheat  from  the  Continent  of  Enmpe,  and 
to  keep  it  in  hand  tilt  winter ;  for,  from  very 
extensive  information,  I  give  it  as  my  de- 
cided opinion,  that  NOT  ONE  HALF  SO 
MUCH  WHEAT  WILL  BE  GROWN 
THIS  YEAR  AS  WAS  GROWN  LAST 
YEAR ;  and,  it  is  well  known,  that  last 
year's  was  a  short  crop.  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  one  eighth  part,  or  thereabouts,  of  all 
the  wheat  land  is  actually  phugked  np; 
and  that  not  more  than  ha^  or,  at  most, 
two  thirds  of  the  ground  it  cohered  qf  that 

which  is  not  ploughed  up, Such  being 

the  prospect,  every  thing  should  be  doae, 
that  can  be  done,  to  secure  a  supply  of 
wheat  from  the  continent  of  Europe  ;  and 
the  sooner  it  is  set  about  the  better. 

W-.  COBBETT. 

London,  ^tk  June,  1810. 

Resolutions,  Petitions,  Remonstkmvces, 
^.  on  the  Liberty  of  the  SuttJECT  ad 
Parliamentary  Reform,  I810. 

BERKSHIRE  MEETINQ,. 

On  Tuesday  the  5th  inst.  a  mostmnner- 
ous  and  respectable  Meeting  of  the  Free- 
holders of  the  county  of  Berks  was  heM 
at  the  Town  Hall  in  leading,  Peter  Green, 
esq.  the  High-SheritiTof  the  County,  in  the 
Chair,  who  addressed  the  Meeting,  and 
requested  of  them  to  consider  their  own 
dignity,  by  giving  every  Gentleman,  bow- 
ever  hw  opmions  might  happen  to  differ 
from  their  own,  a  fidr  apd  equal  hear- 
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Sir  John  Tbrogmobton  then  came  for- 
ward  and  addressed  the  Meeiing.    He 
began  by   obsenrin^^   that  the  circum- 
stances  mentioned  in  the  requisition  of 
the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Jones  and  sir  F. 
Burdett,  were  fresh  in  the  recollection  of 
all  who  heard  him.    Mr.   G.  Jones  had 
been  imprisoned^  because  that  in  exercis- 
ing the  right  of  discussing  the  conduct  of 
our  Representatives,  he  had  reflected  upon 
the  conduct  not  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  of  a  member  in  that  House.    Mr. 
Jones  had  had  the  boldness  to  disapprove 
of  Mr.  Yorke's  shutting  the  gallery ;  and 
because  he  had  ventured  to  object  to  the 
conduct   of  one  of  their  members,   the 
House  of  Commons  had  sent  him  to  New- 
gate.    The  question  arising  out  of  this 
was  of  no  small  moment ;  it  was,  whether 
privilege,  as  it  was  called/was  not  only 
power,  but  a  power  above,  beyond,  and 
contrary  to  the  known  law  of  the  land ; 
for  if  any  tribunal  whatever  really  pos- 
sessed the  mysterious  and  indefinite  power 
of  sending  whom  they  pleased,  and  for 
what  ofience  they  pleasied,  to  imprison- 
ment without  trial— if  there  was  in  Eng- 
land such  a  power,  then  he  had  no  hesita* 
'  tton  in  saying,  that  there  was  an  end  to 
the  Ifberties  of  the  country — (applauses). 
'But  by  what  analogy  coald  such^  power 
be  said  to  exist  ? — Go  to  the  highest  au- 
thorities in  the  realm,  examine  the  nature 
of  their  proceedings,  and  where  would 
they  find  any  thing  like  the  assumption  of 
such  a  power  ?  Where   would  they  find 
any  thing  so  arbitrary,  so  opposite  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution^  as  con- 
demnation without  trial,  and  punishment 
without  conviction?  (applauses.)    If  the 
House  of  Commons  had  been  libelled,  the 
law  gav^e  them  their  reinedy ;  in  every 
other  case  of  aUedged  libel  the  accused 
was  not  hurried  to  immediate  punisthment 
because  his  accuser  said  that  it  was  a  libel 
(applaitaes) ;  in  e  very  other  case  of  offence 
imputed  to  an  English  subject,  punish- 
ment did  not  go  hand  in  hand  with  the 
a^usation— it  did  not  go  before  the  con- 
viction  of   crime,   but  followed  it   (ap- 
plausfi.)    But  it  had  been  contended,  that 
those  privileges  were  for  the  protection  of 
the  people  ;  this  might  be  a  true  position, 
and  if  so,  it  would  be  rather  difficult  to 
persuade  the  people  that^the  privilege   of 
imprisooiog  them  at  discretion  was  all  the 
time  a  privilege  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  (laughter  and  applause.)    But  these 
privileges  most  operate  either  against  the 
people  or  against  the  crown ;  they  had 
proofs   how  tSkcUxMy  they   could    be 


brought  to  bear  against  the  people,  but 
what  were  they  against  the  crown  ? 
Nothing.— Suppose  that  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  crown  happened  unfor- 
tunately  to  be  at  variance,  this  he  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  most  improbable  supposi- 
tion, but  in  such  a  case  he  contended,  that 
the  House  would  have  no  power  to  im- 
prison ;  suppose  the  person  ordered  into 
custody  should  in  such  circumstances  re- 
sist, the  Speaker  and  Serjeant  might  go 
and  endeavour  to  execute  the  warrant, 
but  would  one  single  constable  stir  in 
obedience  to  it?  Was  it  likely  that  the 
Ring  would,  in  tb»  case  he  had  supposed, 
call  out  his  constables,  his  magistrates,  his 
army,  to.  act  against  himself. — (Applauses.) 
The  House  ot  Commons  could  never  carry 
their  warrant  into  effect  in  case  of  resist- 
ance, but  by  the  aid  of  the  King;  so  that 
their  boasted  privilege,  that  existed  but  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people,  was  against  the 
people  a  formidable,  because  undefined 
power,  but  against  the  crown  was  a  mere 
dead  letter.  (Applauses.)  But  how  had 
the  House  acted  since  the  late  instances 
of  exercising  this,  extraordinary  power  ? 
Had  they  not  ever  since  proceeded  in 
such  a  manner  as  proved  that  they  them- 
selves entertained  serious  doubts  of  the 
legality  of  wbdt  they  had  done.  Debates 
after  debars  upon  the  question,  whether 
they  vvere  justified  in  the  measures  they 
had  previously  adopted?  They  act  first, 
and  aeliberate  afterwards ;  they  first  ex- 
ercise a  most  extraordinary  power,  and 
then  they  fall  to  debate,  whether  they 
were  warranted  in  the  exercise  of  it.— (Ap- 
plauses.) How  anxious  have  they  been 
ever  since  that  period  in  the  hunt  of  old 
precedents  to  justify  their  looking  in  every 
quarter,  even  ransacking  the  drawers  of 
dead  Judges  of  private  opinions  that 
never  were  given  in  judgment ;  and  after 
all  their  researches — after  all  their  high 
language  of  being  above,  or  independent 
of  every  other  Court,  we  found  their 
Speaker  pleading  at  the  bar  of  one  of 
those  very  Courts,  of  which  they  affect  to 
be  so  independent.  But  the  truth  was, 
that  these  inconsistencies  were  of  them* 
selves  a  proof  that  the  House  was  in  error, 
since  such  were  uniformly  the  conse- 
quence of  error  accompanied  by  a  blind 
obstinacy  to  continue  in  it.  He  trusted, 
however,  that  the  effect  produced  upoa 
the  public  mind  by  the  conduct  of  the 
present  House  of  Commons,  would  operate 
as  a  salutary  lesson  to  every  future  one, 
and  make  them  more  cautions  how  they 
commit  themselves  in  an  lumatoral  con* 
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tc3t  with  their  Constituents.  (Applauses.) 
He  would  there  beg  leave  to  say  one  word 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Counter  Declara- 
tions. He  should  not  now  comment  upon 
what  proportion  those  Counter-resolution- 
ists  bore  to  the  general  sense  of  the  diflerent 
places  where  they  had  appeared  ;  he  had 
imderstood  there  had  been  even  a  Counter 
Declaration  to.  a  vestry -meeting  in  St. 
George*s  Parish,  (Laughter.)  This,  how- 
ever, he  would  say,  that  he  had  observed 
with  pleasure*  that  however  those  Counter 
Declarations  differed  from  them  upon 
other  subjects,  they  all  agreed  as  to  the 
absolute  necessity  of  some  Reform  in  the 
state  of  the  Representation.  (Applauses.) 
He  was  sorry,  nowever,  to  see  that  some 
of  them  went  so  far  as  to  impute  improper 
motives  to  those  who.  differed  with  them 
upon  other  points — this  they  had  no  right 
to  do ;  they  had  said  that  those  who  dif- 
fered from  them  wished  to  bring  the  House 
of  Commons  into  contempt.  Such  had 
never  been  his  wish;  he  thought  an 
House  of  Commons  a  most  efficient  branch 
of  theLegislature,  and  the  best  and  firmest 
bulwark  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
He  should  always  wish  to  see  the  people 
looking  to  it  with  imabated  confidence,  as 
the  honest  and  zealous  guardian  of  their 
rights  and  property.  The  sentiment  he 
felt  towards  the  House  of  Commons  was 
rather  one  of  regret  than  of  contempt. 
He  felt  upon  their  recent  conduct  as  he 
would  have  done  upon  the  defection  of  a 
frieml  whom  he  h  id  long  trusted*— as  a 
child  would  at  the  unjustiti^ble  ngour  of 
a  parent  (Applauses.)  The  House  had 
treated  them  ill ;  they  did  not  despise 
them  for  having  done  so,  but  they  could 
not  help  regretiing  it.  But  this  objet  tion 
could  be  easily  answered.  If  the  House 
of  Commons  did  its  duty — if  ihey  proved 
themselves  the  vigilant  guardians  uf  the 
public  purse—the  unwearied  prosecutor 
of  all  public  abuses;  the  relentless  foe  of 
all  public  peculators,  be  their  rank  or  con- 
nexions what  they  might;  if th»y ghewed 
themselves  at  all  times  eager  to  detect  and 
punish  every  attempt  to  barter  their  Repre- 
sentation ;  if  they  did  all  this,  it  would 
be  a  Tain  attempt,  to  try  to  bring  them 
into  contempt,  for  it  would  be  impossihle  to 
do  so  (Loud  applauses.)  But,  as  they  now 
stood,  could  their  warmest  advocate  say 
that  they  e:^ressed  the  sense  ofthe  people  ? 
Did  they  express  that  sense  when  they 
.refused  to  proceed  again^  Lord  Castle- 
reaj;b,  for  atten^pting  to  baiter  a  seat  Jn 
their  House  for  a  wriiership  ?  (Cries  of 
No,  no,)    pidthey  cxpcesaibe  sense  of 


the  people. when,  upon  a  subsequent  charge 
of.  selling  Seats  in  that  House,  th^y    vin- 
dicated themselves  by  the  defence,   that 
such  a  practice  wais  *'  as  notorious  as  the 
sun  at  noon  day  ?''    Did  they  express  the 
sense  of  the  people  when  they  acquitted 
the  then  Con^manderinChief  ofall  know- 
ledge of,  or  connivance  at,  certain  corrupt 
practices  which  were  proved   beyond  a 
doubt  at  their  bar  ?     (applauses) — or,  to 
give  but  one  instance  more,  did  they  ex« 
press  the  sense  of  the  people  wbea   they 
refused  to  censure  the  Ministers  who  had 
sent  out  our  armies  to  perish  in  Walcheren, 
but  had  even  the  boldness  to  approve  of 
their  conduct?     No,  tney  not  only  in 
such  instances  did  not  express  the    sense 
of  the  people,  but  the  very  opposite  of 
that  sense.    And  to  what  other  source 
was  this  wide  difference  between  the  peo- 
ple and  their  representatives  to  be  traced 
but  to  that  of  the  faulty  state  of  the  Re- 
presentation ?    (Applauses.)      Indeed,  it 
could  not  be  otherwise,  when  it  was  known, 
that  a  great  majority  of  that  Hoone  was 
returned  to  Parliament  by  a  one  hundred 
and  seventieth  part  of  the  n^le  population 
paying  taxes ;    that  .S4  individuab  sent 
157  members  to  that  House ;  and  that  150 
more  were  sent  by  the  nomination  of  70 
powerful  individuals,  so  that  154  patrons 
sent  a  decided  majority  to  that  Honoura- 
ble House.    Such  circumstances  must  in- 
deed have  the  effect  of  making  them  an 
easy  prey  to  the  artful,  and  a  ready  pur- 
chase for  the  wealthy.    A  Reform,  a  mo- 
derate Reform,  brought  about  by  temper- 
ate and  constitutional  means,  roust  be  the 
object  of  every  rational  man  who  loved 
the  Constitution.     He  wished  for  nothing 
rash  :    nothing  intemperate ;    and   those 
Counter-resolutionists  had  no  right  to  im- 
pute as  the  motives  that  actuated  his  con- 
duct, objects  which,  of  all  others,  he  was 
the  most  anxious  to  defeat.     So  far  was 
he  from  promoting  popular  outrage,  that 
he  should  take  the  most  effectual  means  to 
defeat  it ;  and  when  the  people  demanded 
what  they  had  a  right  to,  he  thought  that 
the  best  means  to  prevent  commotion,  was 
to  concede  to  them  what  they  so  justly 
demanded. — C<auld  that  House  of  Commons 
be  radically  right,  that  for  so  long  a  tio^e 
spoke  a  language  directly  opposite  to  the 
real  sentiments  of  the  people  ?     He  knew 
that  the  House  of  Commons  had  been, 
till  lately,  the  orgap  of  the  real  sentiments 
of  the  people,  but  no  one  could  deny  that 
they  had  not  b^enso,.at  least  for  the  last 
two  years — no  man ,  would  have  the  con- 
fidence to  say  that  the^  spo^e  the  seuti* 
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menu  of  tlieir  constituents  on  tbe  sabject 
of  the  Duke  of  York's  Inquiry  ;   on  tlie 
chargB  of  the  sale  of  seats ;  or  on  the  ac- 
quittal of  Ministers  in  the   conduct  of  the 
Walcheren  expedition;    or>  rather,  what 
hoaoBt  noAD  was  there  who  could  deny  that 
they  had,  as  he  had  already  said,  spoke  a 
huuroage  contrary  to  the  real  sentiments 
of  the  people  ?     He  therefore  would  pro- 
pose to    them  a  Petition  to  the  House  of 
Conunons,  in  favour  of  Reform  ;   it  was 
not  his  intention  to  dictate  to  the   House, 
tbe  manner  of  Reform.     The  first  thing 
^as  to  get  them  so  far  to  open  their  eyes 
to  tbe  real  interest  of  the  country,  as  to 
acknowledge  the  necessity  of  it.     But  he 
^ould,  however,  venture  to  give  it  as  hi» 
opinion,  that  ceruin  boroughs  ought  to  be 
aboUshed,  and  that  Parliaments  ought  to 
be  triennial.    This  opinion  was  warranted 
by    tbe   best  times  of  their  history,  the 
reigns  of  Queen  Anne  and   William  the 
third     were    proverbially    glorious,    and 
throoghoat- those  reigns  England  had  none 
bat  Triennial  Parliaments.     At  the  same 
time  he  deferred  in  this  point  to  the  supe- 
rior wisdom  of  the  Legislature.     He  then 
repeated  bis  sense  of  the  necessity  of  tem- 
perance and  moderation  in  their  pursuit 
of  the  constitutional   objects  they  had  in 
view  ;  their  calise  was  too  good  to  be  in« 
jured    by   any  thing  but  violence.     He 
therefore  besought  them  to  avoid  giving 
the     enemies'   oi'  the    Constitution     tbe 
least  pretence  for   ol^ecting  to  their  zea- 
lous efibrts  in  behalf  of  the  Constitution, 
charges  of  tumult  and  disorder  (applauses.) 
The  Hon.  Bart,  then  concluded  ivith  mov- 
ing that   the  Petition  which  he   held'  in 
his.  hand  to  the  House  of  Commons,  should 
be  read.  It  was  read  accordingly,  and  after 
referring  to  a  similar  petition  presented  to 
the   House   on   the  (Ith  ofJVlay,    1793, 
and  contrasting  a  resolution  of  the  House 
entered   upon    their  Journals    in   1779, 
which  stated   that  it  was  "  highly  crimi- 
nal for  any  Minister  or  Ministers,  or  any 
servant  of  the   Crown,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly,  to  make  use  of  the  power  of  his 
office  in  order  to  influence  the  election  of 
Members  of  Parliament,  and  that  every  at- 
tempt to  exercise  that  influence  was  an 
attack  upon  thedignity,  honour,  and  inde- 
pendence of  that  House.''    After  contrast- 
ing tbe  above  resolution  of  1779  with  the 
subse<pient  resolution  of  the  House  last 
year  on   the  charges    preferred   against 
Lord  Castlerea^  and  Mr*  Perceval,  the* 
Petitioa  procecided  to  pray  for  a  Parlia-i 
mentary  Refiyrm.    There  was  another  Pe-J 
^^Ajead  afterwards,  praying  tbe  dis- 


charge of  Sir  Frvicis  Bt^rdett  and  Mr* 
John  Gale  Joni^^;  and  that  the  proceed- 
ings respecting  them  be  expunged  firom 
the  Journals  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GoopLAKe  rose  to  second  tbe  mo- 
tion. It  was  altogether  unnecessary  for 
him  to  add  one  word  in  confirmation  of 
the  most  able  and  constitutional  speech 
which  they  had  just  heard  (applauses). 
He  merely  rose  to  state,  that  in  every 
sentiment  that  fell  from  the  Worthy  Ba<* 
ronet,  he  bad  his  full  and  entire  concur* 
rence.  He  agreed  with  him  fully,  tha^ 
with  respect  to  the  question  of  Privilegeu 
as  stated  by  him,  if  such  a  vague  .and 
indefinite  power  did  exist,  there  was  an 
end  to  the  liberties  of  the  country  (ap* 
plauses).  If  the  rights  of  the  subject 
could  be  met  ;aod  defeated,  by  a  puwei: 
that  nobody  understood  and  every  on^ 
must  implicitly  obey,  he  repeated  thai 
there  was  an  end  to  the  liberty  of  tlie  sub- 
ject. This  privilege,  it  st-enied,  was  a 
mysterious  something  that  nobody  could 
define,  and  y^rt  nobody  was  to  dare  to 
dispute*  With  respect  to  the  question  of 
reform,  he  agreed  equally  witli  the  worthy 
Baronet  upon  this  head  as  upon  the  other 
— that  state  of  Repre^eutaiion  could  not  be 
right,  when  such  a  County  as  the  County 
of  Berks  returned  no  more  Members  than 
the  Borough  of  Oltl  Saium.  (Applauses.) 
As  to  the  (Jounter-resulutioniHts  they  might 
defy  them,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  At)hor- 
rers  and  Alarmists,  By  a  steady,  but 
peaceable  perseverance  in  the  cause  of 
Reform,  they  who  sought  to  restore  the 
Constitution  to  its  origmal  sti^engtb  and 
health,  were  belter  friends  to  it  than  those 
who  would  connive  at  that  corruption, 
that  must  ultimately  destroy  it.  (Loud 
and  continued  applauses.)  He  concluded 
by  exhorting  the  Meeting  to  prove,  by 
their  peaceable  demeanour,  a  temper 
worthy  of  the  great  cause  in  which  they 
were  embarked.     (Applauses.) 

Mr.  GoLpiNG  then  rose.  He  expressed 
his  reluctance  to  obtrude  bimieif  on  their 
notice,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty  on  the  peer 
sent  occasion,  to  state  his  grounds  of  eb- 
jectipR  to  their  present  proceedings.  He 
was  first  of  all  dissatisfied  with  tbe  manr 
ner  in  which  the  Meeting  had  been  called. 
The  term  inhabitants  had  been  unn^cessa^ 
rily  introduced.  He  did  not  object  to 
that  term,  from  any  want  of  respect,  to  the 
general  inhabitants  of  the  a^unty;  but 
s^er  they  had  meptiiiMi^d  the  Clergy^ 
.G^niry,  and  Fretpholders  of  lim  co^mty, 
what  0Qt)ld  they  me^ta-by  tbje  iob»biMini4if 
«^^t.(HKb'imv«re  eotkled  to  no  yoicc^  ^ 
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«uch  as  had  not  even  a  house  over  their 
heads.  The  Clergy  and  Freeholders  were 
all  that  were  accustomed  to  vote  on  such 
occasions^  and  why  invite  the  inhabitants 
under  so  vague  a  denomination  ?  On  the 
same  principle  they  might  call  on  all  the 
paupers  in  the  county  to  atfend.  He 
meant  no  disrespect  to  the  lowest  man  in 
the  County ;  he  spoke  only  with  respect 
40  the  principle,  and  no  man  would  con- 
tend that  every  inhabitant  was  to  have  a 
voice  at  a  County  Meeting.  The  grand 
object  for  which  they  had  met  he  con- 
ceived to  be  twofold,  the  imprisonment  of 
Sir  F.  Burdett  and  John  Gale  Jones^  by 
^e  Legislature.  He  complimented  the 
worthy  Baronet  on  the  constitutional 
speech  he  had  made,  which  must,  in  his 
opinion,  be  approved  by  every  friend  of 
the  King,  the  Commons,  and  the  Country. 
—The  worthy  Baronet,  however,  had  said, 
that  no  man  would  come  forward  to  op- 
pose openly  and  honestly  the  measures 
prop6sed,  but  those  who  did  not  approve, 
withdrew  into  comers  and  vestries  to  give 
room  for  the  expression  of  their  senti- 
ments. It  might  be  so  that  some  might 
deliver  their  opinions  in  vestries,  and  lie 
8HW  no  more  haim  in  this  than  in  deliver- 
ing their  opinions  in  council  chambers, 
(which,  he  believed,  had  been  the  case  in 
this  county).  (A  partial  laugh).  The 
great  reason  of  his  presenting  himself  to 
the  meeting  on  this  occasion,  was  to  shew 
that  he  could  openly  avow  his  opinion,  and 
that  he  was  not  disposed  to  skulk  into  any 
corner,  in  the  honest  and  candid  declara- 
ration  of  his  sentiments.  He  was  happy 
to  hear  the  sentim^ts  avowed  by  the  let- 
ter of  their  wdfthy  representative,  Mr.  C. 
Dundas,  because  they  would  be  the  best 
argument  he  could  oflfer  in  favour  of  his 
own.  That  hon.  gent  had  declined  giving 
any  opinion  on  the  subject  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett's  imprisonment,  as  the  af&ir  was 
now  pending  before  a  legal  tribunal. 
This  was  precisely  his  own  objection  to 
any  interference  on,  the  sobject.  The 
question  was  still  at  issue,  and  it  did  not 
become  them  to  anticipate  the  decision  of 
the  law.  •  But  were  they  to  anticipate  the 
question,  he  would  ask  if  the  Legislature 
of  the' country  was  to  be  insulted  at  plea- 
sure, without  having  any  means  of  redress, 
except  appealing  to  a  Court  of  Law,  to  an 
infenor  Court  ?  You  say  otherwise  there 
would  be  an  end  ,to  our  liberties :  but  I 
say  that  there  would  thus  be  an  end  to  all 
order  and  legislation.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons ought  to  have  the  power  of  sopport- 
ioi  iu  own  dignity,  without  resprtiog  to. 


any  other  Court.  Whether  they  legally 
have  that  power  or  not  is  now  a  questicm 
before  another  Court,  and  now  waits  a  de- 
cision. He  wDuld  say,  however,  that  if 
they  have  it  not,  they  ought  to  have  it. 
Reform  was  the  second  part  of  the  ques- 
tion now  before  them^  and  on  this  subject 
he  would  not  altogether  deny  the  groiuids 
of  complaint  that  were  made.  That  there 
was  improper  influence  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  readily  allowed  [Ap- 
plauses] ;  but  who  were  to  blame  for  l^  ^ 
It  was  the  people  themselves.  The  means 
of  Reform  were  in  their  own  hand  [No, 
No].  Why  did  they  send  such  men  to 
Parliament?  [The  People  do  not  send 
them»]  He  had  no  objection  that  there 
should  be  more  voters  than  there  now 
were ;  but  against  universal  sutirase,  if 
they  meant  that,  he  must  enter  his  de- 
cided protest.  In  adverting  to  the  rotten 
boroughs,  he  contended,  that  the  man 
who  paid  4  or  5,0001.  for  his  seat  was  as 
likely  to  do  his  duty  as  the  man  that  came 
in  by  flattering  the  people  [Murmurs]  and 
by  means  of  bribing  [some  expressions  of 
applause].  He  allowed  that  men  holding 
pensions,  places,  and  sinecure  <ffices,  ought  noi 
to  have  a  vote  in  the  House  qfCommcm;  but 
it  was  necessary,  he  contended,  that  place- 
men should  be  there,  and  though  be  might 
refuse  such  men  a  vote,  he  would  not  have 
them  excluded  from  the  House. — (Con- 
siderable applause.) — H^  would  not  give 
his  assent  to  the  first  Petition  that  had 
been  proposed,  because  the  measure,  he 
thought,  was  premature.  There  was  a 
doubt  on  the  subject  between  the  first  law 
authorities,  and  why  should  they  take  on 
themselves  to  decide  the  question  ?*-Wben 
Lawyers  disagreed,  was  it  for  them  to 
step  forward  ^d  decide  the  question? 
He  admitted  tiie  overwhelming  povrer  of 
Ministers  to  carry  any  question  to  be  an 
evil,  but  this  evil  did  not  arise,  he  con- 
tended, from  the  mode  of  representalioii, 
but  from  the  influence  that  Ministers  na- 
turally had  from  the  situations  they  j>c- 
cupied. 

Mr.  Hallett  said,  that  the  sulject 
having;  already  been  before  them,  twice 
at  Abmgdon  and  here,  and  he  having  <» 
those  occasions  expressed  his  sentiments, 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  detain 
them  long  by  any  thing  he  could  now 
offer;  the  worthy  GenUeman  had  said, 
that  they  were  wrong  in  calling  the  ioba* 
bitants ;  bat  such  be  thought  was  the  im- 
portant question,  that  every  man  who  paid 
taxes  had  a  right  to  express  bis  opinioa 
and  to  be  ^ea^d.   AMr.  Gplding  hue 
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explained  ;  he  said,  he  did  not  complain 
of  people  beine  called  wh6  paid  taxes, 
but  of  the  people  being  invited  who  paid 
no  taxes,  as  was  actually  the  case  by  in- 
viting all  the  inhabitants,  which  he  had 
argued  was  unconstitutional.] 

.  Mr.    Hallett    continuing,    observed, 
that  the  worthy  Gentleman  had  admitted 
that  all  those  paying  taxes  ought  to  have 
a  voice,  and  he  would  ask,  where  is  the 
person  that  does  not  pay  taxes  ?— «(A  laugh 
and  applause.)     I  am  sure,  if  there  are 
any  such  in  this  Hall,  they  will  have  no 
objection  to  withdraw.     The  Gentleman 
has  stated,  that  the  question  of  privilege 
is  now   before  a  Court  of  Law,  and  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.     Were  they 
to   be  deprived  of  their  personal  liberty 
without   inquiry  )  Were  they  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  Trial  by  Jury  with- 
out opening  their  mouths  against  it  (loud 
applause.)     Was  the  present  a  time  to  de- 
prive the  people  of  their  rights  when  so 
formidable   an  enemy  had  over-run   the 
whole  of  Europe,  not  more  by  his  arms 
than  the   corruptions  and  oppressions  of 
the  Governments  he  had  subdued  ?  (Ap- 
plause.)     That  the  House  of  Commons 
nad  a  right  to  some  degree  of  privilege  he 
would  admit ;  that  they  had   a  right  to 
remove  all- obstructions,  to  their  proceed- 
ings was  undoubted,   but  this   privilege 
was  never  intended  to  be  given  them  iov 
the  indulgence  of    spleen   and   passion. 
They  were  the  same  as  a  Magistrate  in 
similar  cases.     Suppose  I  am  a  Magistrate 
and   meet  with  any  obstruction   in  the 
regular  exercise   of  my   duty,   I   would 
certainly  issue  out  a  warrant  and   impri- 
son, but  I  would  admit  the  party  to  bail> 
that  he  might  be  legally  tried.     It  was  a 
first  principle  that  no  man  ought  to  be 
judge  in  his  own  cause.    The  House  of 
Commons  had  acted  precipitately,  and  so 
much  was  he  persoaHed-  of  this,  that  he 
had  no  doubt,  w6re  it  to  be  done  ag:|in, 
many  of  them  would  vote  otherwise  ihan 
they  haJ  at  first  done.     To  make  any  l.aw 
binding  on  the  subjttct,  the  whole  of  the 
legislature    was    necessary — the     King, 
Lords,  and  Commons ;  btithcre  the  House 
of  Commons  capie  forward  to  make  a  law 
•for  themselves.     They  claimed  a  privilege 
which    they   admitted    to  be  undefined, 
and  still  more,  which  they  said  was  unde- 
iinable.— (A  laugh.)     This  privilege  they 
exercised  against  the  people,  who,  pro- 
perly  speaking,  were  themselves.      In- 
stead of  claiming  it  as  a  means  of  resisting 
the  Crown,  they  claimed  it  against  the 
people.    The  King  might  as  well  employ 


an  armed  force  to  take  Windsor,  his  c  ^a 
property,  as  the  House  of  Commons  xle- 
clare  war  against  the  people  (Applai  ise.) 
He  was  persuaded  the  King  did  not  k  now 
what  was  preparing.  There  were  pe  bple 
who  employed  the  King's  Tiame  wit ^ut 
having  his  sanction.  The  avenues  t  o  the 
Throne  were  shut  by  Ministers.  The 
Petition  of  the  City  of  London  wr is  not 
permitted  to  be  presented  to  his  Miijesty; 
because  it  was  alledged  he  was  blind. 
But  did  it  follow  because  he  was  i  blind 
that  he  was  deaf  also  ?  Might  not  t  he  pe- 
tition have  been  read  to  him  ?  Bi|t  this 
would  have  been  too  much.  How  was  it 
to  be  expected  that  persons  would  ifead  to 
him  their  own  condemnation — that  those 
who  wished  to  preserve  his  Roy^l  ear 
would  read  to  him  facts  against  thei  nselves 
that  he  might  not  have  heard  ?  iSxpectr 
ing  such  a  service  as  this,  from  MiiQisters, 
would  be  like  requesting  a  man  wtio  had 
a  blinds  master,  to  read  to  that  master  an 
unfavourable  description  of  his  character, 
at  the  moment  he  was  expecting  a  nevv 
place,  or  some  increase  of  wages  for  his 
faithfbl  services  (a  laugh.)  He  believed 
the  House  of  Commons  had  already  too 
many  privileges,  without  claiming  any 
other.  They  had  the  high  and  dignified 
privilege  of  not  paying  their  debts  and  of( 
cheating  their  nonest  creditors.  That 
they  might  be  free  to  discharge  their  F^t^. 
liamentary  duty,  and  to  give  their  vots» 
in  the  Hon^e  on  any  occasion,  he  wou^ 
admit  that  such  a  privilege  might  be  ije- 
cessary  during  the  Session  of  Parliamr^t, 
but  surely  there  could  be  no  occasion*  for 
the  extension  of  such  a  privilege  beyond 
the  Session,  unless  for  the  precise  pui.posc 
of  defrauding  their  creditors.  Why  were 
they  not  to  be  seized,  like  any  .other 
men,  as  soon  as  the  Se*ision  was 
over.^  Their  imprisonment  during  the 
recess  could  not  prevent  their  voting,  and 
therefore  their  boasted  privilege  coBld 
be  looked  only  as  the  means  i>f  de- 
frauding some  honest  industrious  crerlitor 
(Loud  applause.)  They  claimed  privileges 
of  such  high  and  political  importaiicefthat^ 
no  country  could  be  safe  to  grs(nt  fliem. 
They  wished  to  be  set  above  the  f  aw^  while 
the  people,  at  the  same  time,  wf/re  not 
to  be  informed  of  the  extent  of  their 
claims.  Had  Sir  Francis  Burnett  shiot 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms  when  breaking  into 
his  house,  and  consequently  bt^en  calhid 
before  a  Criminal  Court  to  answer  for  tl  |e 
murder;  and  had  Lord  Ell^ilborough,  or 
any  other  Judge  said,  that  the  Jury  were  to 
decide  on  th«  murder,  but  not^to  enquit  e 
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wh  ^her  the  btealcing  open  of  tUe  house 
was^  rifj^ht  or  wrong,  as  that  was  a  case 
th^3  >  could  not  decide  on  by  law,  being 
com  Vected   'with    the    priri leges    of  the 
Hou  Se,  of  Commons ;  what  would  a  Jury 
in  th  is  case  have  done  ?  He  could  not  an- 
swer 'for  others,  bat  had  he  himself  been 
one  c  €  the  Jury  on  such  an  occasion,  he 
wouU  \  have  told  him  that  they  must  take 
the  fa  tt  into  consideration.     They  did  not 
know  all  the  law  books  that  had  been  writ- 
ten, bi  U  they  knew  Magna  Charta.  He  de- 
precat  kd   the    reflecii(»ns    and    language 
that  h  M  been  thrown  out  against  persons 
ad  toe  i^ing  the  cause  of  reform.— He  took 
his  inl'  fcrmationfrom  the  newspapers  only  ; 
and   j  bdging    from   them,    it    appeared 
that  persons  asking  for  reform,  were  a 
weak,  despicable  crew,  in  the  language  of 
Mr.  Ciinnmg,  "  too  weak  to  be  feared,  and 
too  CO  fttcmpiible  to  be  dangerous.'* — He 
did  not  wish  to  wage  a  war  of  recrimina- 
tion, but   he  had  not  taken  up  the  first 
stmie.     He  would  ask  Mr.  Canning  what 
were  the  men  he  had  associated  with,  and 
what  company  he  had  kept  ?  Among  the 
first,  they   found   Lord    Melville;    then 
John  Bowles;  then  Mr.  Villiers,  a  very 
loyal  man  no  doubt;  and  then  Mr.  Hunt, 
-who  had  fled  the  kingdom,  after  plunder- 
ing the  Public  Treasury.     Such  wej-c  the 
%  trew  that  Mi".  Canning  had  associated  with, 
f  vnd  whose  robberies,  Mr.  Perceval  was  so 
d  elicate  as  to  call  a  misapplication  of  the 
p  iblic  money.     What  were  ttiey  to  think 
of  this  mild  and  soft ened. term  ?    If  any 
mc  tti  had  a  servant  who  ran  away  with  his 
tre.i'^^ure,  would  he  call  that  a  misapplica- 
ilont  of  his  money  instead  of  a  robbery  r 
Wb  Itt  would  they  think  of  a  person  com- 
ing iV)  that  bar,  which  was  a  Court  of  Jus- 
tice, accused  of  having  picked  his  neigh- 
bovi^B  pocket,  who  should  say  that   he 
had  only  misapplied  a  little  of  his  neigh- 
bour'tl    money:    people   might  employ 
wh\at  ineans  they  pleased,  but  for  his  own 
pait  to  5  would  declare  eternal  war  against 
juc  h  iliisappliers.     They  say  we  wish  to 
deg  tadtt  all  public  men,  but  what  motive 
can  I  hJk've  for  doing  so  ?  I  have  no  rocun 
to  b  t  dU'satisfied;  I  want  nothing.     The 
truth  is,  tiiey  degrade  themselves  by  their 
CO  hdutt.      We  shall  willingly,  however, 
fbtget  the  past,   if  they  will  now  raise 
ftiemselves  and  pursue  aline  of  conduct 
f  \  lat  will  entitle  them  to  the  public  esteem, 
)  lis  dislike  to  many  public  men  was,  that 
t  %eir  piX'fei^ions  out  of  office  wore  so  dif- 
f<  )rent  from  tbeir  practice  when  in  office. 
ii  Ir.  Banked,   ^n  the  House  of  Commons, 
ht  ^  adinitted  tb«t  the  iofloence  of  the 


Crown  had  very  much  increased,  and  yet 
did  not  wish  to  deprive  the  Crown  of  any 
of  its  present  advantages.     I  do  not  wish 
either.  Sir,  to  deprive  the  Crown  of  any 
of  its  advantages,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  see 
a  privilege   arrogated   by  the  House   of 
Commons  that  may  beconiean  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  any  corrupt  or  profligate 
Minister  to  oppress  the  people.     He  be- 
lieved Sir  F.  Burdett  to  be  a  very  worthy 
and  indeed  exemplary  man,  and  his  whole 
political  life  had  hitherto  shewn  him  so. 
He    had    been    accused    of  wishing  the 
cursed  leaves  to  be  torn  out  of  the  Bed 
Book,  as  if  be  wished  to  destroy  the  King 
aiid  our  Constitution,  the  army  and  navy, 
and  the  whole  establishment.    But  this  by 
no  means  followed.     There  were  some 
useful  leaves  in  the  Red  Book,  which  no 
man  would   wish  to  have  torn  eut,  but 
there  were  also,   it  must    be  admitted, 
cursed  leaves  in  that  book.     [He  had  one 
in  his  pocket,  which  he  here  produced.} 
1  will  shew  you  one  cursed  leaf.     Here  is 
one  in  which  we  have  Mr.  Hunt  receiving 
so  much  of  the  public  money,  not  for  dxy- 
ties  performed,  but  to  give  him  an  op<> 
portunity  of  plundering  the  public.     This 
«is'no  new  opinion.     It  was  said  before, 
by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Dunning,  who  had 
complained  of  the   increase  cS*  the  Red 
Book,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  the 
influence  of  the  Crown.     He  here  exhi- 
bited,  as  a  proof  of  this  assertion,  three 
different  Bed  Books,  during  a  period  of 
6fty  years.     The  first  contamed  only  15^ 
pages,  the  second  2T2,  and  pages,  too,  of 
a  large  magnitude;  while  the  third,  that 
of  1810,  contained  3^5  pages,  which  was, 
during  fifty  years,  an  increase  of'  240 
pages,  besides  a  large  appendix  that  bad 
been  published  this  year,  though  not  by 
public  authority,  and  which  contained  as 
many  pages   itself  as  the  original  Red 
Book.     He  did  not  mean,  by  speaking  iu 
this  way  It  to  condemn  all  the   leaves  in 
the   Red  Book,   but  amid  so  great  and 
rapid    an    increase,    how  many  cursed 
leaves  must  there  be,  and  on  a  review  of 
the  book,  who  could  not  point  out  some 
leaf,  nay,  many  leaves  of  this  description  ? 
— Had   the  people  been  properly  repre« 
sented,    such   leaves,  he  was  confident, 
would  never  have  exbted.— With  respect 
to    Parliamentary    Befi>rm,    who    could 
deny   its  necessity,  when    they  saw  to 
what  purposes  a  seat  in  the^  House  of 
Commons  was  applied  ?    Every  man  ,in 
Parliament  who  bad  a  son  in  the  navy 
must  have  a. ship  fi^r  him,  and  this  was 
only  to  be  bad  by  to^st  with  the  Mini»- 
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ter.  The  system  was  bad,  and  what 
therefore  were  they  to  expect  from  indi- 
riduals  who  went  into  Parliament  under 
the  influence  of  such  a  system.  The  de- 
cayed boroui^hs  were  considered  as  so 
much  personal  pro:  erty,  and  it  was  con- 
tended, that  if  abolished,  they  ought  to  be 
paid  for.  Of  two  evils  he  should  certain- 
ly choo<»e  the  least,  and  would  therefore  ra- 
tfier  pay  fur  them,  at  the  same  time,  at  the 
public  expence,  than  n6t  have  them  abol- 
ished; bat  at  the  same  tinie,  as  the  pos- 
session was  illegal  and  unconstitutional, 
he  saw  no  reason  for  any  compensation i 
A  man  living  on  the  coast,  where  smug- 
gling had  formerly  been  carried  on,  to  a 
considerable  amount,  might  as  well  plead 
for  compensation,  now  that  smuggling  was 
more  strictly  prevented.  In  the  Borough , 
of  Reading,  it  was  true,  t*hat  no  person 
could  dictate  to  them,  but  in  those  rotten 
Boroughs  the  proprietor  could  send  up 
whom  he  pleased,  even  Mr.  Charles 
Yorke,  who  would  get  admission  no  where 
else.     (Loud  A|lplause.) 

Dr.  Valpy  then  addressed  the  Meeting. 
He  proposed  in  the  Meeting  the  necessity 
of  hearing  every  man,  and  wis  afraid  that 
the  proposition  he  meant  to  submit  might 
not    meet    with    universal    approbation. 
Nothing,  however,  should  deter  hiin  from 
declaring   hrs  sentiments.      They  might 
hiss  him,  but  he  hoped  they  would  hear 
him.      The  iirst  petition,  as  it  now  stood, 
he  could  not  sign,  and  had  refused  to  do 
80  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Boroti^k.      H«»  ad- 
mitted that  the  House  might  not  be  war- 
ranted in  the  commitment  of  Gale  Jones, 
but  his  opinion  was  very  different  with 
respect  to  Sir  F.  Burdett. "  The  House,  he 
contended,  had   a  power   ovef    its    own 
Members,  and  therefore  he  trusted,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  name  of  Sir  F.  Bur- 
dett be  left  out  "of  the  Petitioll,  in  as  many 
places  as  that  nafhe  occurs.  *   He  con- 
demned Sir  F.  Burdett,  and  some  of  his 
friends,  for  shewing  so  much  indif}*erence 
respecting  persons  in  power.     This  he  did 
the  more,  as  every  day  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration was  'adding  calamity  to  thfe 
country. — What    were    they    to    expect 
from  men  who  had  professedly  comfe  into 
power  on  so  unchristian  and  uncharitable 
principles,  depriving  one-fourth  of  their 
fellow-citizens  of  iheir'civil  rights,  on  ac- 
count of  their  religion.    He  iiever  thought 
with   such  an  unauspicious  commence- 
ment, that  ^hey  could  or  would  come  to 
frood.      He  then  went  into  a  history  of 
their  admitiistration^  aiid  of  the  conduct 


of  their  late  campaigns,  which  entailed  so 
much  misery  and  disgrace  on  the  country. 
He  confessed  that  it  was  his  wish  to  seQ 
lord  Grenville,  lord  Grey,  and  such  men 
as  them  in  power,  fiom  whose  talents  and 
well  known  principles  some  good  might 
be  expected.  He  concluded  by  repeat-^ 
ing  his  amendment,  and  was  listened  td 
through  the  whole  of  his  speech  with  the 
grtatest  attention,  though  not  always  ap« 
proved.  He  had  been  used  to  be  against 
Parliamentary  Reform,  but  the  experience 
of  the  last  few  years  had  taught  him  the 
necessity  of  it.  It  was  not'  so  much  Re- 
form they  wanted  as  Rtstoration, 

A  Gentleman,  whose  name  we  did  not 
learn,  urged  strongly  the  necessity  of  una* 
nimity  as  the  best  defence  they  could 
ofler  against  their  implacable  enemy.  It 
was  on  thi^ ground  that  he  wished  to  see 
a  Reform  in  Parliament,  and  that  he 
should  give  his  support  to  both  of  the  pe- 
titions. Buonaparte  wa^  a  formidable 
enemy,  but  domestic  corruption  was  still 
more  so.  With  respect  to  lord  Grenville 
and  his  friends,  he  did  not  see  that  they 
did  any  thing  when  formerly  in  power, 
except  raise  the  income  tax.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  H.  Marsh  supported  the  two  Peti- 
tions, and  the  object  for  which -the  Meet- 
ing h^d  been  ciilled.  He  denied  that  the 
people  had  the  power  of  correcting  a  cor- 
rupt House  of  Commons  ii>  their  own 
hands,  when  it  was  considered  what  a 
small  number  of  electors  there  were  com- 
pared with  the  great  liody  of  the  people, 
and  how  great  a  number  were  returned  by 
interests  quite  different  from  those  of  the 
people.  He  was  glad  that  gentlemen  had 
been  patiently  heard  on  both  sides,  and 
thought  the  Meeting  ind**bted  to  the 
worthy  gentleman  (Mr.  Golding)  who 
had  stiDod  forward  in  so  open  and  manly  a 
manner  to  declare  his  sentiments.  He 
believed  if  the  great  body  of  the  people 
had  it  every  where  in  their  power  to  vote 
in  elections,  tbey  would  be  found  uniform- 
ly to  act  as  the  people  of  Cambridge 
lately  Rad  done. 

Sir  J.  Throgmokton  opposed  thfe 
amendment  (Dr.  Valpy 's),  as  the  Hotise, 
he  conceived,  had  no  controul  over  its 
Members  acting  out  of  the  House,  except 
to  expel  them. 

Mr.  Bicheno  supported  the  Petitions. 

Mk.  Vines  observed,  that  it  would  bfe 
more  dangerous  to  give  the  House  an  un- 
bounded controul  over  its  own  Members, 
than  over  any  other  class  of  people,  as  the 
majority  of  the  House,  in  that  case,  might 
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iJwavA  imprisoil  the  minority,  so  that  all 
opposition  might  be  e?er  legally  sup- 
pressed.    (Applauses.) 

Mr.  Watts  seconded  Dr.  Valpy's 
amendment,  to  leave  out  the  name  of  Sir 
F.  Burdetc  (No,  no !)  Every  man,  he  con- 
teadsd,  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  of 
tfi^  society  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Sir  Moses  Ximenes  expressed  himself 
decidedly  against  the  Petitions^  but  having 
been  for  three  hours  buffeted  and  pushed 
about  in  the  crowd,  he  felt  himself  too 
eyh»t»gAto  address  them  at  jength.  Afr 
the  #orthy  knight  was  a  Declarator,  as 
they  called  him,  some  symptoms  of  disap- 
probation were  shewn,  but,  on  the  whole, 
the  Meeting  were  disposed  to  hear  him. 

The  High  Sheriff  then  put  the  ques- 
tion on  the  Amendment,  which  was  ne- 
gatived with  the  exception  of  five  or 
six  hands  held  up  in  its  favour. 

The  Petition  for  the  liberation  of  Mr. 
Gale  Jones  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett  was 
then  carried  amid  loud  bursts  of  applause ; 
about  ten  or  twelve  hands  were  held  up 
against  it.  The  Petition  for  Reform,  on 
the  question  being  put,  was  also  carried 
in  the  same  manner ;  three  or  four  hands 
were  held  up  against  it. 

Sir  John  Throgmorton  then  stepped 
forward  and  proposed  the  following  Re- 
solution, which  was  carried  amidst  bursts 
of  applause. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Petitions  now 
read  be  adopted,  and  signed  by  the  High 
Sheriff  in  the  name  of  the  County,  and 
delivered  to  the  Members  for  thit  cfounty, 
George  Vansittart  and  Charles  Dundas, 
Esqrs.  who  are  requested  to  present  the 
same  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  are 
hereby  instructed  to  support  the  same 
therein. " 

He  then  proposed  the  following  Ad- 
dress to  Sir  F.  Burdett,  which  was  read  by 
the  Deputy  Sheriff. 

"  Reading,  Jime  5,  ISIO. 

**  Sir  ;  We  feel  great  pleasure  and  sa- 
"  tisfactjon  in  conveying  to  you  in  the 
"  name  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Free- 
**  holders.  Householders,  and  other  In* 
/'  habitants  of  the  County  of  Berks,  in 
*'  full  County  assembled,  their  sentiments 
**  of  gratitude  and  attachment  for  your 
'<  generous  exertions  in  defending  the 
*'  cause  of  the  poor,  the  helpless,  and  the 
^  oppressed  ;  for  your  unwearied  endea- 


"  Tours  in  exposing  and  attacking  Corrup- 
*'  tion  and  Abuses  in  the  Navy,  the  Army, 
'<  and  the  State  ;  for  your  unabated  zeaf 
"  upon  all  occasions,  in  maintaining  with 
"  Brmness  the  Liberty,.  Property,  and 
**  Rights  of  the  People,  in  opposition  to 
'^  the  pernicious  system  which  is  uoder- 
''  mining  and  destroying  the  Country ; 
'*  and,  abore  all,  for  your  unremitted  efibrts 
*'  to  obtain  a  full,  fair,  free  and  equal  Re- 
"  presentation  of  the  People  in  Parlia- 
"  ment ;  which,  more  than  any  language 
«  in  your  Letter  to  your  Constituents,  the 
'*  Electors  of  Westminster,  have  escit«l 
"  the  acrii6ony  of  all  those  who,  by  pv- 
"  ticipating  in  the  misplaced  millions  of 
"  their  country,  naturally  rank  you  among 
*'  their  enemies.  In  you  we  have  bad  an 
"  upright  and  an  honest  man — a  larm, 
''  zealous,  and  inflexible  friend  to  our  free 
'^  Constitution  as  by  law  established.  We 
"  are.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
"  sincerity,  vour  obliged  humble  servants, 
"  &c.  " 

Sir  John  then  moved  (^  following  Re- 
splutien,  which  was  unanimously  carried. 

''  Resolved,  That  the  Letter  now  read, 
addressed  to  Sir  F.  Burdett,  Bart,  be 
adopted  ;  that  it  be  signed  by  the  High- 
Sheriff  in  the  name  of  the  Meeting,  and 
that  the  High-Sheriff,  the  Members,  and 
as  many  Gentlemen  as  think  proper,  be 
requested  to  wait  upon  and  present  the 
same  to  Sir  F.  Burdett,  tbjzether  with  a 
copy  of  these  Resolutions. ' 

He  rnnrlud^H  by  moving !  "  Resolved, 
That  these  Resolutions  be  mserted  in  the 
Reading.  Salisbury,  and  Oxford  papers  ; 
and  in  tne  following  London  papers.  The 
Morning  Herald,  The  Morning  Chronicle, 
The  Alfred,  The  Star,  and  The  Sutesman. " 
Dr.  Valpy  moved  the  Thanks  of  the  Meet- 
ing to  the  Hi^h-Sherifl[^  which  v^as  carried 
by  acclamation.  The  Thanks  of  the 
Meeting  were  also  voted  to  Sir  Jc^o 
Throgmorton  and  Mr.  Goodlake,  for  the 
^ble  assistance  thay  had  given  on  the  oc- 
casion.*>— We  have  seldom  seen  a  public 
meeting  conducted  with  more  ^(ood-ha* 
mour  and  decorum,  or  in  which  naore  in- 
dulgence was  given  to  a  small  minority. 
In  no  instance  was  party  feeling  pemit^ 
ed  to  violate  personal  respect.  The  High- 
Sheriff  dissolved  the  Meeting  abofut  five 
o'clock,  having  continued  nemiy  four 
hours. 
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TO  MY  READERS. 
The  TiiUL>  in  the  case  of  an  Informa- 
tioD  against  me  by  the  Attorney  General, 
the  result  of  which,  so  mortifying  to  my 
friends,  will  be  read  in  the  daily  prints, 
having  occupied  my  attention  and  time, 
during  the  whole  of  the  week,  I  hope  my 
Readers  will  e)[:cuse  my  not  writing  any 

thing  in  this  present  Number. It  is 

necessary,  that  the  Register  should  go  to 
the  press  finally  by.  Frtdaynoon;  and,  of 
course,  it  being  now  pasj  twelve  o'clock, 
there  is  no  time  for  the  insertion  of  any 
thing,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Trial,  tbb 

wcek*-^ In   my  next  Number,  I  shall 

endeavour  to  make  up  for  this  omissioru 

W«.  COBBFIT. 

London,  15th  June,  1810. 

PRIVILEGE  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

(From  the  Siaieanan.) 
Sir ; — I  have  read,  with  no  inconsid^a- 
ble  degree  of  interest,  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Ponsonby,  in  support  of  the  claim  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  exercise  straimary 
jurisdiction  in  matters  cognizable  by  the 
ordinary  Courts  of  Law.  It  appears  to 
me,  that  this  Leader  of  Opposition  has, 
with  the  subtlety  of  a  Niii  Frim  Pleader, 
omitted  to  notice,  or  has  touched  with  a 
purposed  delicacy,  some  striking;  features 
of  tne  case  in  question ;  and,  being  anxi- 
ous to  anticipate,  if  possible,  the  approach- 
ing season  of  proscription,  I  solicit  your 
early  insertion  of  a  few  remarks  on  the 
doctrines  jurhich  have  been  lately  received 
with  such  applause  by  the  lower  House  of 
P&rliament 

It  is  a  striking  (act.  Sir,  and  somewhat 
remarkably  comcides  with  Mr.  Pon- 
sonby's  phiKppic  against  Kings,  that  these 
doctrines  were  first  enforced  to  any  cori- 
ttderabte  ectent  by  that  Hou^  of  Com- 


mons which  abolished  the  monarchy  of 
En^and,  and  annihilated  the  legislative 
authority  of  the  House  of  Lords  The 
leading  Members  of  that  Assembly  had 
suffered  severe  persecutions  IJHMQft»the 
Agents  of  the  Court ;  and  when  they  be- 
came in  their  turn  pos.sessed  of  power, 
they  were  eager  to  retaliate,  and,  select- 
ing as  their  first  victims  rielinquents  who 
had,  by  a  variety  of  crimes,  justly  excited 
the  public  indignation,  they  were  sup- 
ported in  the  exercise  of  a  "  vigour  be- 
yond the  law,"  by  the  voice  of  a  thought- 
less people.  As  a  specimen  of  the  spirk 
by  whicn  those  who,  at  that  period,  "  ral- 
lied round  Parliament,"  w<rc  actuated 
against  an  obnoxious  individual,  I  shall 
quote  the  reply  made  by  Mr.  St.  John,  on© 
of  Mr.  Ponsonby's  worthies,  to  the  irrefra- 
gable ar£i;iunent  of  the  Earl  of  Strafibrd,  t  hat 
the  impeachment  against  himself  was  not 
founded  on  any  statute  :— ''  He  that  would 
not  have  others  to  have  a  law,  why  should 
he  have  any  himself?  Why  nhould  not 
that  be  done  to  him  that  himself  would 
have  done  to  others  ?  It  is  true,  we  give 
law  to  hares  and  deers,  because  they  be 
beasts  of  chace.  But  it  was  never  ac- 
counted either  cruelty  or  foul  play  to 
knock  foxes  and  wolves  on  the  head,  be- 
cause, these  be  beasts  of  prey."— Such, 
Sir,  was  the  language,  such  were  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Statesmen,  whose  humane 
and  enlightened  decisions  afibrd  tie  House 
of  Commons  the  most  abundant  examples 
of  summary  proceedings  against  the  im- 
pugners  of  parliamentary  privilege.  Most 
wise  is  the  political  maxim  which  Sallust 
attributes  to  Julius  Caesar:— *'  Omnia 
''  mala  exempla  ex  bonis  initiis  orta  sunt; 
"  sed  ubi  imperium  ad  ignavos,  aut  minus 
**  bonos  pervenit,  novum  illud  exemplum 
**  ab  dignis  et  idoneb  ad  indignos  et  non 
'*  idoneos  transfertur."  It  seems  to  be  the 
decree  of  Providence,  that  no  violation  of 
justice  shall  finally  pass  unpunished.  If 
the  claim  lately  asserted  with  so  much 
haughtiness  by  certain  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  be  established,  severe 
will  be  the  penalty,  which  the  inhabitants 
of  these  kingdoms  will  be  doomed  to  pay 
for  the  transgressions  of  their  forefathers.— 
But  in  my  humble  opinion,  Sir,  the  vcxy 
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statttnient  of  this  claim  is  sufficient  at 
once    to   effect   its  condemnation.     The 
claim  in  question  is  of  this  alarming  ex- 
tent— That  the  House  of  Commons  has  a 
right  to  compel  the  appearance  of  any 
person  not  being  a  Peer  of  the  Realm,  who 
is  charged  with  a  breach  of  its  Privileges 
—that  its  Members  have  a  right,  after 
originating  an  accusation  on  this  head,  to 
sit  as  Judges  in  their  own  causes,  and  to 
put  the  accused  party  on  his  trial,  without 
the   aid  of  counsel — and,  after   hearing 
evidence  unsworn,  nay,  without  hearing 
evidence  at  all,  to  give  judgment  against 
the  culprit,  and  to  imprison  him  during 
tbeir  pleasare.— It  is  indisputably  evident. 
Sir,  that  this  claim  involves  in  its  admis- 
sion the  surrender  to  the  caprice  of  the 
House  of  Commohs  for  the  time  being,  of 
the  personal  liberty  of  every  subject  of 
these  realms,  who  ventures  publicly  to 
call  into  question  the  conduct  of  public 
then,  or  to  state  his  disapprobation  of 
public  measures. — This  claim  it  seems.  Sir, 
IS  to  be  maintained  by  an  appeal  to  pre- 
cedents.    But  will  any  candid   and    en- 
lightened man  p^y  respect  to  any  prece- 
jdents,  however  numerous,  or  to  any  usage, 
however  ancient,  by  which  such  a  claim 
may  be  supported  i  I  confidently  answer 
"  No,"   and  apply   to    this  subject  the 
manly  language  of  Mr.*  Fox,  who,  on  the 
question  of  the  abatement  of  an  impea<:h- 
ment  on  a  dissolution  of  parliament,  ob- 
served, that,  *'  with  regard  to  the  force  of 
precedents  on  constitutional  points,  had 
the  dispensing    power    claimed    by    the 
Stuarts    been    decided  by  precedent,   it 
might  perhaps  have   been   found   to   be 
good :  but  that  where  any  usage  appear- 
ed subversive  of  the  Constitution,  if  it  had 
lasted  for  one  or  two  hundred  years,  it  was 
not  a  precedent,  but  an  usurpation.'^ — 
Now,  with  the  single  exception  of  a  direct 
controul  of  our  civil  authorities  by  a  mili- 
tary force,  I  cannot.  Sir,  conceive  a  more 
flagrant  violation  of  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  than  the  claim,  the  merits 
of  which  I  now  take  the  liberty  to  discuss. 
One  of  the  most  glorious  characteristics  of 
the  Constitution  is  an  anxious  and  jealous 
protection  of  personal  liberty.     In  cases 
of  the  highest  misdemeanors,  provision  is 
mlide  by  law,  to  allow  the  accused  party 
time  to  prepare  for  trial ;  and  he  is  per- 
mitted, upon  giving;  bail,  to  be  at  large  till 
the  moment  of  his  conviction.     On  his 
trial  he  is  allowed  Counsel  to  conduct  his 
defence.    The  evidence   against  him   is 
given  on  oath.    He  is  tried  by  a  Jury, 


whose  impartiality  is  secured  by  every 
possible  precaution — and  should  he  be 
found  guilty,  the  discretionary  sentence 
which  may  be  passed  upon  him  is  defi- 
nite \n  its  duration.  In  addition  to  all 
these  safeguards  against  wrong,  various 
provisions  are  made  fcY  the  rectifying  by 
superior  courts  of  errors  committed  by 
subordinate  authorities.  Again,  for  the 
due  administration  of  justice  in  ordinary 
cases,  it  is  provided,  that  the  accused 
party  shall  be  tried  in  the  county  or  she- 
rifF-dom  where  the  criminal  acts  imputed 
to  him  are  alledged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, by  whicn  wise  provision  much 
expence  is  saved  to  Defendants,  and  they 
enjoy,  what  is  an  invaluable  blessing  to 
the  innocent,  something  approaching  to 
an  appeal  to  the>r  vicinage.  With  pride 
as  an  Englishman,  and  with  grateful  ad- 
miration of  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors, 
do  I  express  my  conviction,  that  in  ordi- 
nary  cases  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of 
our  country,  in  its  practical  administra- 
tion, approaches  nearly  to  perfection. — 
But  what  is  the  process  attempted  to  be 
enforced  by  the  House  of  Commons  ?  At 
the  will  and  pleasure  of,  perhaps,  a  dozen 
of  its  members,  a  man  may  be  dragged 
to  their  Bar  from  the  rocks  of  Orkney,  or 
from  the  verge  of  the  Land's  End.  Or, 
if  the  harsh  sound  of  turbulent  patriotism 
sliould  grate  upon  tlieir  honourable  ears 
from  the  coasts  of  Donegal,  the  culprit 
may  be  hurried  across  the  Channel,  to 
answer  for  his  want  of  courtesy.  He  is 
put  upon  his  trial  instarUer,  However  io- 
competent  he  may  be  to  speak  on  \i\%  own 
behalf,  no  one  is  allowed  to  plead  for  him. 
The  witnesses  which  may  be  produced 
again^jt  him,  are  not  awed  by  the  sanction 
of  an  oath  ;  and  when  his  hasty  and  ill- 
arranged  defence  is  finished,  he  may,  bj 
a  simple  vote  of  the  House,  be  consigned 
to  imprisonment,  not  for  any  de&nite 
length  of  time,  but  during  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  those  who  have  acted  in  the 
double  capacity  of  his  accusers  and  judges. 
—The  cpmmou  sense  of  mankind.  Sir,  re- 
volts agai^ist  this  claim,  as  it  is  thus  ana- 
lyzed ;  and  it  accordingly  happens,  that 
the  attempt  to  enforce  it  «pon  mcu  of  re- 
solute minds  has  frequently  reduced  thf 
House  of  Commons  to  serious  embarrass- 
ments, and  rendered^  it  the  object  of  odium 
and  contempt.  "  In  the  reign  of  Charles 
n.''  says  Hume,  "  the  liberty  of  the  »b- 
"  ject,  which  had  been  so  carefully  guard- 
'*  cd  by  the  Great  Charter,  and  by  tbt 
'*  late  lajv  of  Habeas  Corpus,  viw  every 
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''  day  riolated  by  the  arbitrary  and  ca- 
*'  pricious'  commitments  of  the  Cdmmons. 
*'  —At  last  the  vigour  and  courage  of  one 
"  Stowel,  of  Es^eter,  put  an  end  to  the 
"  practice.  He  refused  to  obey  the  Ser- 
"  jeant  at  Arms,  stood  upon  his  defepce, 
"  and  said,  that  he  knew  of  no  law  by 
"  which  they  pretended  to  commit  him. 
"The  House,  findidg  it  equally  danger- 
"  ous  to  proceed  or  to  recede,  got  «ff 
"  by  an  evasion :  they  inserted  in  their 
"  votes  that  Stowel  was  indisposed,  and 
^'  that  a  month's  time  was  allowed  him 
"  for  the  recovery  of  his  health."' — In 
the  Case  of  the  Aylesbury  men,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  which  Lord  Milton 
seems  to  quote  with  so  much  pride  and  sa- 
tisfaction, the  violent  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Commons  led  to  such  embar- 
rassmenU,  that  to  cut  the  knot,  the  Queen 
was  obliged  to  dissolve  the  Parliament. 
The  summoning  of  the  Printers  in  1771 
established  a  practice  which  the  House 
prohibited  ;  namely,  the  practice  of  pub- 
lishing the  debates  in  Parliament.  Mr. 
Adam,  the  gratuitous  trustee  of  the  Duke 
of  York,  has  alluded  to  the  ridiculous  de- 
feat which  it  sustained  in#  a  contest  with 
the  celebrated .  Mr.  Home,  now  better 
known  by  the  name  and  title  of  John 
Home  Tooke,  Esq.  I  need  not  remind 
you.  Sir,  that  when  during^  his  uncon- 
stitutional expulsion,  John  Wilkes  was 
tommoned  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  be  refused  so  to  do ;  and  that  the 
Commons,  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty,  sum- 
moned him  for  a  future  day,  over  which 
they  took'care  to  adjourq. — ^And  what  has 
the  House  gained  by  the  committal  of  John 
Gale  Jones  ?  Of  tliat  gentleman,  I  will  not 
affect  to  speak  slightingly.  The  firm  endu- 
rance of  misfortune  excites,  in  my  mind, 
emotions  of  respect  But,  I  trust,  that  the 
honest  pride  of  Mr.  Jones  himself  will  not 
be  offeiided,  wh^  I  state  my  opinion, 
tl^at  neither  his  condition  in  life,  nor  his 
influence  in  society,  rendered  necessa/y 
the  proceedings  which,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Yorkc,  were  adopted  against  him. 
His  demeanour  at  the  Bar  of  the  House  a£ 
Commons  evinced  that  if  was  not  his  aim 
to  obtain  a  vulgar  popularity  by  systema- 
tic insolence ;  and  I  am  pera.uaded,  that 
even  the  majority  of  those  who  may  have 
thought  him  wrong,  in  the  first  instance, 
are  at  present  persuaded,  that,  considering 
the  long  duration  of  his  imprisonment,  he 
is  "  more  sinr<ed  again8t,^han  sinning.^'—- 
In  iis  subsequent  warfare  with  Sir  F.  Bur- 
i^ii,  the  Housi  ha»  iorolr«4  itself  in  a 


multitude  of  perplexities,  of  which  the 
public  may  be  permitted  to  think,  that 
they  have  not  tended  to  add  to  its  dig- 
nity.—If,  Sir,  the  House  of  Commons  ap- 
peal to  precedent  in  support  of  the  claim 
of  privilege,  which  I  am  now  taking  the 
liberty  to  examine,  the  people  will  also  ap- 
peal to  precedent  to  shew  how  this  pri- 
vilege has  been  abused.  They' will  re- 
mind each  other  of  the  "  arbitrary  and 
"  capricious  commitments"  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  They  will  recollect,  that 
in  the  year  1704,  five  individuals  having 
brought  an  action  in  the  Queen's  Bench 
against  the  Constable  of  Aylesbury,  for 
refusing  to  take  their  votes  at  an  Election 
for  that  Borough,  were  by  the  House  of 
Commons  imprisoned  for  -so  doing — that 
these  individuals,  having  attenipted  to  ob- 
tain their  liberty  by  writs  of  Habeas,  the 
House  proceeded  to  imprison  the  Solicitor 
and  Counsel  who  had  sued  out  the  said 
writs,  and  pleaded  for  the  prisoners  upon 
their  return. — ^The  people,  Sir,  will  not 
fail  to  remember,  that  when  this  House  of 
Commons  was  apprehensive  that  the  pri- 
soners in  question  might,  by  the  legal 
operation  of  Writs  of  Errt)r,  be  liberated 
from  Newgate,  it  ordered  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  to  take  them  into  his  own  custody, 
and  transfer  them  to  the  Gatehouse ;  which 
order,  say  the  Lords  iii  an  Address  to  her 
Majesty  on  this  subject,  "  was  executed 
at  midnight,  with  such  circumstances  of 
severity  and  terror  as  has  been  seldom  ex- 
ercised towards  the  greatest  ofFenders." 
In  this  transfer  of  custody.  Sir,  a  vigilant 
public  will  see  a  proceeding  which  a  mole- 
eyed  cdrps  of  precedent-hunting  lawyers 
may  quote  as  an  authority  which  may 
justify  some  future  House  of  Commons  in 
transferring  its  victims  to  Cold  Bath  Fields 
or  to  the  rocks  of  Scilly. — ^The  people  of 
England,  Sir,  will  watch  with  anxiety  the 
legal'  proceedings  which  are  now  pend- 
ing; and  if  they  find  that  the  momentous 
question  of  the  power  of  the  Speaker's 
warrant  is  precluded  from  being  decided 
by  a  Jury;  if  they  hear  a  confirmation  of 
the  doctrine  laid  down  by  Mr.  Justice 
Powell  and  Mr.  Justice  Gould,  in  Hilary 
Term  1704,  "  that  if,  upon  inspection  of 
the  Speaker's  Warrant,  it  simply  appears 
that  any  suitors  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  are  committed  by  the  House,  of 
Commons,  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Court 
ceases,"  they  will  feelingly  agree  with 
the  remark  made  upon  the  assumptions  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  of  1704,  by  tht 
Lords,  which  declares  ip  substfmci,  that, 
2  F  2 
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"  iimo  country  where  the  government  is 
not  arbitrary,  ib  the  judicature  in  the  last 
resort  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  origina- 
tors of    law   and    protecutipn."— If   the 
doctrine  of  Justices  Powell  and  Gould  be 
maintained »  "  l>ii  t^Uara  put,**  if  it  be 
solemnly  decreed  that  no  C^ourt  is  compe- 
tent to  examine  whether  a  subject,  under 
restraint  by  the  Speaker's  Warrant,  as  is- 
sued by  order  of  the  House  of*  Commons, 
be  detained  for  lawful  and  sufficient  cause 
or  otherwise,  then.  Sir*  the  people    wHl 
anxiously   inquire,   what  this  House    of 
Commons  is,  and   how  it  is  constituted. 
Be  not  alanprieil.  Sir,  Jwill  not  afflict  you 
with  the  thrice-told  tale  ef  Old  Sarum*  St. 
^awes,  and  St.  Germains.    I  will  BOt  tor- 
ment you  by  analy^iogthe  masierljr  Report 
delivered  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People,  on  Saturday,  tbe  Otb  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1793.  On  this  topic  we  may  come 
to  an  important  conclusion  by  a  much 
shelter  way.    Of  late  years,  Mr.  Justice 
Blackstone,  in  whose   luminous  pages  I 
was  early  taught  to  trace  and  to  venerate 
the  principles  of  the  English  Constitotion, 
has  been  condemned  as  a  visionary  theo- 
rist, and  we  have  been  incessantly  re- 
ferred to  the  ^*  practice  of  the  Constitu- 
tion^"    And  in  we  course  of  this  practice 
it  is  established  as  a  political  axiom«  that 
the  Prime  Minister  of  the  Crown,  for  the 
time   being,   must  bear  sway  oveir  the 
House  of  Commons.    So  firmly  indeed  is 
this  axiom  established,  that  when  the  Mi- 
nister loses  that  sway,  he  gt  tbe  simoie  time 
loses  his  oflice.    Behold,  then.  Sir,  into 
what  a  monstrous  proposition  the  claim 
of  the  House  of  Commons  resolves  itself, 
namely,  **  That  the  Minister  for  the  time 
))eing  shall  have  power,  by  tbe  instrument 
tality  of  that  House,  to  imprison  during  his 
pleasure  ao^  of  his  Majesty's    subjects, 
whose  political  acts  can,  by  any  inge- 
nuity, be  interpreted  as  trenching  upon 
its  privileges.''     It  was  justly  observed  by 
Junius,  that  **  the  undue  influence  of  the 
Crown  may  answer  every  purpose  of  ar- 
bitrary power."— I  need  not  point  out  to 
you.  Sir,  how  dangerous  an  annoyance 
this  power,  if  formally    sanctioned  by 
Iaw>  will  be   to  the    friends  of  Opposi- 
tion. ,  If,  however,  the  Opposition  occa- 
sionally call  for  the  exercise  of  it,  for  de- 
cency^ sake,  the  Minister  will  not  be  able 
to  deny  them  thi^t  exercise.  Then  will  bexe* 
peated  the  scene  be^een  the  triumvirs,  so 
well  described  by  our  immortal  bard,  in 
the  tragedy  of  Julius  Cesur.  •    Victims 
will  be  mutually  intercbauged*     Some 


future  Ponsonby  may  demand  tbe  incar- 
ceration of  a  Redhead  Yorke.;  and  sone 
Ryder  yet  unborn,  may  say  to  some  fu- 
ture reversionist,  "  Prick  him  down  Per- 
ceval." The  Minister  may  demand  tfae 
sacrifice  of  a  Perry ;  and  the  leader  of 
Opposition  may  cry,  "  Look,  with  a  spot 
1  damn  him  !"  Tne  eflTect  of  such  pro- 
ceedings on  the  natiOb  at  targe,  I  leave  to 
the  consideration  of  all  those  who  wish 
well  to  the  Constitution  of  their  coantry  ; 
and  I  call  upon  the  people  of  tbe  United 
Kingdom  to  mexlitate  upon  this  truth,  that 
it  is^nainly  by  having  had  recourse  to  the 
law  of  the  land,  to  preyeni  the  possibility 
of  their  occurrence,  that  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  has  incurred  the  avowed  displea- 
sure of  the  two  parties  into  which  the 

House  of  Commons  is  now  divided. 

What,  then,  it  may  be  said,  is  the  Honse 
of  Commons  to  be  stripped  of  its  privi- 
leges ?  God  forbid  \  Let  that  House  be 
armed  with  every  privilege  which  is  ne* 
cessary  to  enable  it  to  execute  its  import- 
ant trust.  If  an  humble  individual  may  be 
allowed  to  give  an  opinion  upon  such 
high  matter,  i  would  beg  leave  to  suggest 
the  following  clue,  which  may  serve  as  a 
guide  through  the  labyrinth  in  which 
men's  thoughts  seem  to  wander  upon  the 
subject  of  privilege.  Let  us  hear  no  more 
of  constructive  obstructions;  but  letpri- 
vilege  operate  to  remove  every  real  ob- 
struction, that  word  being  still  construed 
in  a  larffe  and  liberal  sense.  If  in  the 
course  of  any  inquiry  a  witness,  being  sum- 
moned, refuses  to  attend,  let  tbe  tioose 
arrest  and  punish  him;  because  be  ob- 
structs the  public  business. — If  any  one 
under  examination  before  the  House  stand 
contumaciously  mute,  behave  indecorous- 
ly, or  prevaricate,  let  it  commit  him,  be- 
cause he  obstructs  the  public  bosiaen. 
This  process  evidently  grows  out  of  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  and  can  never  be 
invidiously  resorted  to.  In  these,  and  si- 
milar instances  of  wrong,  redress  caa  be 
had  in  no  other  Court,  and  the  House  ii 
compelled  to  redreu  itself.  Bnt  in  cases 
of  libel,  the  general  cause  of  commklab, 
no  real  obstruction  occurs.  Tbe  Courts 
below  are  open,  and  you  may  rest  assured, 
that  if  the  complaints  of  tne  House  en 
this  head  are  not  captious  and  frtvoloes, 
the  o£[ending  parties  will  be  convicted, 
and  that  they  will  be  visited  with  a  orack 
severer  punishment  than  any  fdiicfa  id 
Members  would  choose  to  inflict.  I  re- 
main^ Sir,  Yours,  &c.  W.  Sorasan* 
QatC'Qaret  near  lAmfooL 
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John  Bowles's  New  Society;  or  Sham 
Loyalty  upon  its  last  Legs. 

The  spirit  of  disafFection,  which  has  re- 
cently made  its  appearance  in  the  metro- 
polis, and  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
denotes  that  there  stilt  exists  amongst  us  a 
body  of  men,  whom  no  experienct*.  of  the 
calamities  attendant  upon  violent  changes 
can  moderate,  and  whose  inveterate  hos- 
tility to  the  establishments  of  our  country 
no  reasoning  can  reclaim.  Even  the  great 
external  danger  which  menaces  the  nation, 
does  not  seem  to  disarm  their  virulence,  or 
even  fVom  a  sense  of  public  or  individual 
safety,  to  contain  their  disorderly  spirit 
withm  the  limits  of  discretion.  We  are 
inclined,  however,  to  think  that  this  dis- 
position to  mischief  is  not  general.  The 
lower  orders  of  the  people  appear  to  be 
more  under  the  influence  of  delusion,  than 
of  a  premeditated  determination  to  alie- 
nate themselves  from  their  wonted  reve- 
rence to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  their 
country.  Of  this  fact  we  are  the  more 
convinced  since  the  establishment  of  that 
iron  reign  of  tyranny  in  France,  which  has 
pni  an  end  to  those  visionary  and  abstract 
notions  respecting  the  principles  of  go- 
vernment, which  some  year3  ago  convul- 
sed the  world,  and  in  a  more  particular 
manner  seduced  the  understandings  and 
afiections  of  the  common  people  from  the 
venerable  constitution  of  our  country.  The 
people,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  have  divorced 
irom  their  minds  those  pernicious  theories, 
which  they  bad  once  striven  to  reduce  into 
practical  eflect  But  it  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  whether  deceived  by  the  artifices  and 
hopeless  impenitence  of  men,  whose  deep- 
rooted  animosity  to  our  form  of  govern- 
ment neither  time  nor  experience  can  allay; 
or  moved  by  well-intentioned,  though  fal- 
lacious, ideas  of  liberty ;  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  people  are,  at  the  present 
moment,  imposed  upon  by  thelhtrigues  of 
designing,  desperate,  and  unprincipled  de- 
magogues, instigated  to  the  unblest  work 
of  mischief  by  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  times.  In  the  prosecution  of  their 
objects,  necessarily  leading  to  civil  dis- 
orders, they  have  resorted  to  all  the  usual 
practices,  to  which,  since  the  press  has  ac- 
quired an  ascehdancy  over  the  public 
mind,  the  enemies  of  religion  and  regula** 
ted  government  have  recurred.  They 
have  converted  the  press,  which  ou^ht  to 
be  a  wholesome  instrument  of  public  in- 
Mriiction,  into  an  engine  for  the  circulation 
of  the  most  pernicious  maxims.     They 


have  indeed  so  far  succeeded,  as  to  make 
it,  in  every  respect,  subservient  tn  ctiir 
own  views  ;  and  while  dangerous  doctniu  s, 
iiiculcating  an  audacious  resistanre  to  the 
laws,  are  widely  dis-persed  ihrou^^h  that 
powerful  medium,  no  counteracting  exer- 
tions have  been  hitherto  empl'  ycd  to  ren- 
der it  an  useful  auxiliary  of  the  laws,  of 
good  morals,  and  of  social  order.*— While 
seditious  and  uns.emly  ballads  are  i;xes* 
santly  sung  in  the  streets,  to  ungoJiy 
tunes;  while  inflammatory  innd-bills  are 
distributed  and  posted  in  every  quarter  of 
the  town;  and  while  the  periodical  press 
is  mischievously  engaged  \\\  disseminating 
principles  subversive  of  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution ;  it  surely  cannot  be  thought  in- 
expedient, or  unworthy  of  the  concurrence 
of  loyal  men,  to  combine  lor  the  purpose 
of  interposing  an  effectual  check  to  such 
alarming  licentiousness.  '  The  public  dis- 
order increases  more  by  the  indifference 
or  apathy  of  the  good,  than  by  the  boid* 
ness  of  the  wicked.  For  if  the  friends  of 
the  constitution  sleep,  while  its  enemies 
are  underlining  its  foundations,  and  as- 
saulting its  bulwarks,  it  betrays  a  culpable 
want  of  common  sense  to  suppose  that  the 
constitution  iuelf  will  survive  the  secret 
nfachinations,  and  open  attacks,  which  are 
directed  against  it.  Prudence  and  the'' 
sentiment  of  national  preservation  dictate, 
therefore,  that  domestic  agitators  ought  to 
be  resisted,  by  the  same  means  which  they 
employ  to  niislead  and  to  seduce  the  peo- 
ple. Why  should  not  the  press  be  as 
actively  engaged  in  the  circulation  of  good> 
as  of  bad  principles  ?  We  can  discover  no 
other  reason  against  this  position  than  that 
too  confident  opinion^  which  is  unfortu- 
nately prevalent  among  the  friends  of 
order,  that  the  best  frame  of  government 
in  the  world  possesses  the  means  of  gua- 
ranteeing its  own  safely,  without  the  inter- 
ference of  those  who  have  the  happiness 
to  live  under  it,  and  be  sensible  of  its  bles- 
sings. This,  however,  is  a  fatal  delusion, 
contradicted  by  the  evidence  of  history, 
and  by  our  knowledge  of  human  nature* 
For  an  active,  indefatigable>  and  daring 
faction,  has  on  numberless  occasions  oyer* 
come  the  will  and  the  influence  of  the  ge- 
neral body  of  the  people, — when  that  will 
and  that  influence  have  not  been  exerted 
in  the  repression  of  its  measures. — Impres- 
sed with  a  conviction  of  the  imminent 
danger  consequent  on  a  supine  inattention 
to  the  practices  of  domestic  incendiaries, 
and  confident  of  the  advantages  which 
must  iB&llibly  result  from  a  tiiiiely  efibrt 
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to  disabuse  the  public  mind ;  several  Gen- 
tlemen have  for  some  time  past  individu- 
ally contributed  their  eflbrts,  and  finding, 
even  upon  this  small  scale,  a  most  sensible 
impression  produced  upon  the  public  mind, 
are  anxious  to  extend  by  a  more  enlarged 
co-operation  the  full  effect  which  may  be 
reasonably  expectecj  by  printing  and  dis- 
tributing gratis,  or  at  a  cheap  rate,  among 
the  lower  orders,  proper  antidotes  to  the 
pestiferous  doctrines,  which  daily  issue 
from  the  press  under  the  direction  of  the 
disaffected. — On  the  strength  of  these 
principles,  and  on  the  certainty  of  the 
salutary  effects  *  which  must  flow  from 
their  exertions,  (of  which  no  doubt  can  be 
reasonably  entertained,  when  tb^  prodi- 
jjious  success  of  exertions  on  the  opposite 
side  is  considered) ;  the  Gentlemen  who 
have  embarked  in  this  loyal  and  laudable 
undertaking,  without  the  least  connection 
with  any  of  the  parties  which  now  divide 
the  interests  and  affections  of  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  community,  invite  all  those 
who  think  as  they  do  concerning  the 
exigency  of  the  times,  and  the  necessity 
of  counteracting  the  mischiefs  which  de- 
signing men  are  preparing  against  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  to  co-operate  in 
their  constitutional  and  honest  intentions, 
by  contributing  to  a  fund  which  they 
have  already  instituted,  for  the  dissemina- 
tion of  sound  and  good  principles  among 
•the  lower  classes  of  society. 

The  partnership  of  Bowles,  Briclcwood 
and  Co.  in  Old  Broad  Street,  being  dis- 
solved, contributions  for  the  above  pur- 
pose will  be  received  by  the  Secretary, 
and  by  Messrs.  Devaynes  and  Co.  and 
Messrs.  Pracds  and  Co.  Bankers,  in  Lon- 
don ;  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  Beresford  and  Co. 
and  Si^  John  Stewart,  Bart,  and  Co. 
Bankers,  in  Dublin ;  and  by  Mr.  Lloyd, 
Bookseller,  Great  Mary-le-bone  Street; 
Mr.  Aspern*,  Bookseller,  Cornhill ;  and 
Mr.  Walker,  Bookseller,  No.  192,  near  St. 
Clement's  Church,  Strand.  By  order  of 
the  Committee,  A.  B.  Turnbull,  Secre- 
tary, No.  3,  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street. 

N.  B.  Sums,  however  small,  will  be 
thank/ully  received ;  but,  it  is  hoped,  that 
no  Bank-notes  with  those  offensive  words, 
**  BuRDETT  FOR  EVER,"  Written  upon 
them,  will  be  sent.  [A  Commission  of 
only  2J  per  cent,  will  be  charged,  agree- 
ably to  the  recommendation  of  the  Report 
of  the  House  of  Commons  relative  to  the 
Flemish  Account  of  the  Dutch  Commis- 
lionert.] 


Parish  of  St.  Dunstan  in  the  Wbst. 

Sir  ;— Actuated  by  your  acknowledged 
impartiality,  and  the  excellent  and  un- 
answerable arguments  you  have  employed 
against  the  assumed  right  of  the  House 
of  Commops  to  imprison  the  subjects  of 
these  realms,  for  offences  cognizable  in 
the  Courts  of  Law :  I  beg  your  attention 
to  a  tew  plain  statements  on  the  subject 
of  a  Declaration  said  to  have  been  entered 
into  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Vestry  of  the 
Parish  of  St.  Dunstan  in  the  West,  signed 
by  the  Rev.  Richard  Lloyd,  A.  M.  the 
Vicar. . 

As  that  Declaration  roundly  charges  all 
who  have  participated  in  the  late  Petitions 
and  Addresses  respecting  the  questions  of 
Privilege  and  Parliamentary  R«?form,  with 
"  bold  and  alarming  attempts  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  dissention  throughout  the  coun- 
try," which  attempts  it  regards  "  as  proofs 
ot  political  frenzy,  or  of  foul  seflition  ;*'  a 
brief  but  true  account  of  the  Declaration 
may  be  justly  considered  due  to  the  loyalty 
and  constitutional  principles  of  those  whom 
the  author  has  thus  flagitiously  endea- 
voured to  stigmatize  and  vilify. 

I  am,  Sir,  a  Parishioner  of  St.  Dunstan  s 
in  the  West;  and  although  neither  so 
deeply  versed  in  *'  Christian  Theology," 
nor  in  those  constitutions  which  were  "the 
dreams  of  ancient  sages,"  as  the  Rev. 
Richard  Lloyd,  A.  M.  Vicar  and  Chair- 
man ;  I  feel  myself,  as  a  plain  man,  and 
fond  of  truth,  no  less  entitled  to  the  notice 
of  my  brother  parishioners,  than  the  author 
of  the  Declaration  in  question.  In  the 
1st  place : — The  Vestry  was  not  called  to 
take  the  Declaration  into  copsideration 
but  in  the  old  customary  way,  for  trans- 
acting the  business  of  the  Parish. — 2dly, 
The  number  of  persons  who  attended  that 
Vestry,  did  not  exceed  sixteen. — 3dly, 
The  Declaration  was  introduced  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd  himself,  who,  ex  cathtdrd, 
earnestly  and  piously  expatiated  on  the 
necessity  of  its  adoption. — ithly.  No  opi- 
nion was  given  by  the  Meeting  on  the 
Declaration,  although  moved  and  second- 
ed, nor  was  any  decision  taken  upon  it. — 
5th1y,  The  Declaration  was  not  signed  by 
any  one  of  the  Vestrymen  then  present. — 
6thly,  The  Rev.  Richard  Lloyd,  A.  M. 
Vicar  and  Chairman,  does  not  reside, 
either  as  a  householder  or  lodger,  in  the 
Parish  of  St.  Dunstan. 

I  readily  acknowledge  the  zeat  and  abi- 
lity with  which  the  Rev,  Mr.  Lloyd  dis* 
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charges  the  duties  of  his  vicarial  office  ; 
and  both  on  that  account,  and  for  the 
"  internal  concord"  of  his  flock,  who  for 
a  rery  long^  series  of  years,  have  lived  in 
peace  and  good-will  towards  each  other,  I 
sincerely  lament  that  he  should  so  unex* 
pt-ctedly  have  set  himself  up  for  their  po- 
litical, as  well  as  their  religious  pastor. 

A  Pabishioner  of  St.  Dunstan's 
IN  THE  West, 


First  Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
on  I*roceedin^t  relative  to  Sir  Francis  But' 
dett,-^(  Concluded  from  p,  804.; 

"  Upon  the  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  this 
petition  of  J;  Topham  was  referred,  the 
House  resolved.  That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee,  that  the  judg- 
ment  given  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
Easter  Term  34-  Car.  H.  Regis,  upon  the 
pica  of  John  Topham,  at  the  suit  of  John 
Jay,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Court;  and 
also  the  judgments  given  against  the  said 
Mr.  TopUam,  at  the  suit  of  Samuel  Ver- 
dun, &c.  are  illegal,  and  a  violation  of 
the  privileges  of  Parliament,  and  perni- 
cious to  the  rights  of  Parliament."  Where- 
upon it  was  ordered,  **  That  Sir  Franris 
Pembcrion,  Sir  Thomas  Jtmes,  and  Sir 
Francis  Wythens,  ilo  attend  this  House  on 
Wednesday  morning  next." 

'*  In  consequence  of  this  order.  Sir 
Francis  Pembcrton  and  Sir  Thomas  Jones, 
who  had  been  two  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  at  the  time  when 
the  judgment  was  passed,  were  beard  in 
their  defence;  and  afterwards  committed 
to  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  for  their  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  by  giving 
judgment  to  over-rule  the  plea  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench/' 

Your  Comniitiee  .think  it  proper  to 
state.  That  Sir  Francis  Peniberton  and  Sir 
Thomas  Jones,  in  defend iixg  thetTii^elves  at 
the  Bar  of  this  House  for  their  conduct  in 
over-ruling  the  Plea  to  tbcir  Jurisdiction 
in  the  actions  of  Jay  v.  Topham,  &c.  de- 
fended the  judgment  they  had  given,  by 
resting  upon  the  Jiature  of  the  pleading, 
and  not  by  denying  the  jurisdiction  or 
authority  of  this  House  ;  and  Sir  Francis 
Pemberton  expressly  admitted,  that,  for 
any  thing  transacted  in  this  House,  no 
other  Court  had  any  jurisdiction  to  hear 
and  determine  it. 

Your  Committee  in  the  next  place  think 
it  expedient  to  state  to  the  House,  that 
there  are  variotis  instances  ia  which  per- 


sons committed  by  the  House  of  Commons 
have  been  brought  up  by  Habeas  Corpus 
before  the  Judges  and  Courts  of  Common 
Law  ;  and  in  these  cases,  upon  its  appear- 
ing  by  the  return  to  the  Habeas  Corpus, 
that  they  were  committed  under  the 
Speaker's  Warrant,  they  have  been  inva- 
riably remanded. 

3.  Having  stated  these  instances  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  acts  and  commit- 
ments of  this  House  have  been  brought 
into  judgment  in  other  Courts,  and  the 
consequences  of  such  proceedings,  your 
Committee  further  think  it  pr(^per,  and  in 
some  degree  connected  with  this  subject, 
to  advert  to  the  course  which  was  adopt- 
ed for  staying  proceedings  in  suits  brought 
against  Members  and  their  servants,  while 
they  were  protected  from  such  suits  du- 
ring the  sitting  of  Parliament. 

The  roll  of  Parliament,  8  Ed.  II.afFordf 
the  earliest  trace  which  your  Committee 
has  found  upon  this  subject.  It  is  a  writ 
from  the  King,  confirmatory  of  the  privi- 
Ie|;e  of  being  free  from  suits  in  time  of 
Parliament,  and  is  in  the  following  words: 

''  Rex  mandavit  Justiciaries  suis  ad  as- 
'*  sisas,  jurat:  &c.  capiend  assignat :  ^uod 
*'  supersedeant  captioni  corandem  ubi  co- 
**  mites  barones  et  alii  summonati  ad  Pari. 
"  regis  sunt  partes  ouamdia  dictum  Par* 
*'  liamentum  duravent." 

There  have  been  various  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding to  enforce  this  privilege.  In 
Dewes^  Journal,  p.  4-30,  3 1  Eliz.  1 588 — 
1389,  Friday  2 1st  of  February,  your  Com- 
mittee find  the  following  entry : — *'  Upon 
a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Harris,  that  divert 
^Members  of  this  House  having  writs  of 
Nisi  Prius  brought  against  them,  to  be 
tried  at  the  Assizes  in  sundry  places  of 
this  realm  to  be  holden  and  kept  in  the 
Circuits  of  this  present  vacation,  and  that 
writs  of  supersedeas  might  be  awarded  in 
those  cases  in  respect  of  the  privilege  of 
*his  House  due  and  appertaining  to  the 
a! embers  of  the  same  ;  it  is  agreed,  that 
those  of  this  House  which  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  require  such  benefit  of  privilege 
in  that  behalf,  may  repair  unto  Mr« 
Speaker,  to  declare  unto  him  the  state  of 
their  cases,  and  that  he,  upon  his  discre- 
tion (if  the  cases  shall  so  require)  may 
direct  the  warrant  of  this  House  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Englajid,  for  the 
awarding  of  such  writs  of  supersedeas  ac- 
cordingly." 

But  the  House  used  to  stay  also  proceed- 
ings by  its  own  authority;  sometimes 
by  sendmg  the  Serjeant  at  ArmMo  delivjer 
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the  person  arrested  out* of  custody  ;  and 
sometimes  by  letter  from  the  Speaker  to 
the  Judges  before  whom  tRe  cause  was  to 
be  tried.  Of  this  latter  mode  of  procee d- 
ing,  your  Committee  find  many  instances 
previous  to  the  3d  of  Charles  I.  Your 
Committee  find  a  decision  a^rainst  the  au- 
thority of  such  a  ktitr,  in  ihe  Court  of 
Kinii's  Bench,  which  is  reported  in  the 
margin  of  Dyer's  Reports,  p.  60,  and  in 
Latch,  pp.  48,  and  150.  And  shortly 
after  the  refusal  by  the  Court  of  Kings 
Bt  nch  to  notice  this  lener  from  ^  the 
Speaker,  the  Parliament  was  dissolved. 
There  are,  however,  many  other  instances 
of  this  course  of  proceeding  after  the  Re- 
storation ;  and  in  the  instance  of  liOfd 
Newburgh  ('23d  February  1069)  the  House 
ordered  the  proceedings  to  outlawry  to  be 
staid  during  thfe  Sessions,  and  the  rrcord 
of  the  exigents  to  be  vacated  and  taken 
oWthe  file. 

"  The  last  instance  which  your  Commit- 
tee find  of  such  letters  having  been  writ- 
ten, o<  curs  in  the  Lord  Bulkeley's  case  in 
169 J,  in  which  the  Speaker  is  directed  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  Prothonotary  that. he 
do  not  make  out,  and  to  the  Sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Pembroke,  that  he  do  not  exe- 
cute any  writ  whereby  the  Lord  Bulke- 
ley's possessions  may  be  disturbed,  until 
Mr.  Speaker  shall  have  examined  and  re- 
ported the  matter  to  the  House,  and  this 
House  take  further  order  thereon.  By,  12 
and  13  W.  III.  c.  3.  this  privilege  ^vas  cur- 
tailed ;  and  further  by  Stat.  2  and  3  Ann, 
c.  18.— II  Geo.  IL  c.  24,-.!  0  Geo.  IIL 
c.  50. 

Lord  Chirf  Justice  De  Grey  says,  in 
Cros'oy's  ca^e,  "  If  a  member  was  arrested 
befbie  the  12  and  13  W.  lU.  the  method 
in  Westminster  Hall  was  to  discbarge  him 
by  writ  of  privilege,  under  the  Great  Seal, 
wnich  was  in  the  nature  of  a  supersedeas 
to  the  proceeding.  The  statute  of  William, 
has  noTw  altered  this,-  and  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity to  plead  the  privilege  of  a  Mem- 
ber of  Pai  liament.'* — All  these  Acts  merely 
apply  It)  proceedings  agamst  Members  in 
respect  of  their  debts  and  ^actions  as  indi- 
tiduals,  -nti  not  in  respect  of  their  con- 
duct as  Members  of  Parliament;  and 
therefore  they  do  not  in  any  way  abridge 
the  ancient  law  and  privilege  of  Parlia- 
ment, .vo  far  as  th^  y  respect  the  freedom 
and  conduct  »'f  Metnbers' of  Parliament  as 
such,  or  the  protection  which  the  House 
may  give  to  persons  acting  under  its  au- 
thority. 

4.  Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  to  your 


Committee,  that  the  bringing  these  actioni 
against  the  Speaker  and  the  Serjeant,  for 
acts  done  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
this  House  is  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  this  House. 

And  it  appears,  that  in  the  several  in- 
stances of  actions  commenced  in  breach 
of  the  Privileges  of  this  House,  the  House 
has  proceeded  by  commitment,  not  only 
against  the  party,  but  against  the  Solicitor 
and  other  persons  concerned  in  bringing 
such  actions  ;  but  your  Committee  think 
it  right  to  observe,  that  the  cominitraent 
of  such  party.  Solicitor,  or  other  persons, 
would  not  necessarily  stop  the  procee4>- 
ings  in  such  action. 

That  as  the  particular  ground  of  action 
does  not  necessarily  appe,ar  upon  the  writ 
or  upon  the  declaration,  the  Court  before 
which  such  action  is  brought,  cannot  stay 
the  suit,  or  give  judgment  against  the 
Plaintiff;  till  it  is  informed,  by  due  course 
of  legal  proceeding,  that  such  actioa  is 
brought  for  a  thing  done  by  order  of  the 
House. 

And  it  therefQre  appears  to  your  Coib* 
mittee,  That  even  though  the  House 
should  think  fit  to  commit  the  Solicitor  or 
other  person  concerned  in  coQUHencing 
these  actions;  yet  it  ^ill  still  be  expe- 
dient that  the  House  shoukl  give  lea^e  to 
the  Speaker,  and  the  Serjeant,  to  appear  to 
the  said  actions,  anfi  to  plead  to  the  same; 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  under  ilie 
knowledge  of  the  Court,  the  authority 
under  which  they  acted :  and  if  the 
House  should  agree  with  thai  opinion, 
your  Committee  submits  to  the  House, 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  that  di- 
rections should  be  given  by  this  House, 
for  defending  the  Speaker  and  the  Ser- 
jeant against  the  said  actions. 


Resolutions,  Petitions,  REMONsxsAXCESt 
4*0.  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Suaject  aid 
Parliamentary  Reform,  1810. 

SHEFFIELD  MEEHNG. 

Resolvtions.  June  6,  1$10.  A^  a  Meet- 
ing of  from  ^even  to  eight  thousand  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and 
Neighbonrhood  of  Sheffield,  cpaveoed 
by  public  advertisement^  and  held  this 
day  in  Paradise  Square,  by  adjourn- 
ment fronv  the  Town  Hall,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Assumption  of  Privi- 
iege  by  the  House  of  Commons,  of 
imprisoning  his  Majesty's  Subjects  ice 
Oflences  cognizable  in,  Uvb.  cmuoi^Qf 
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law;  the  subject  of  a  Parliamentary 
Reform ;  and  the  proprieiy  of  return- 
ing Thanks  to  Sir  Francis  Burdieit  for 
his  services  to  his  Country,  the  follow- 
ing Resolutions  were  voted  unani- 
mously :  Mr.  £.  Rhodbs,  in  the  Chair. 

1.  That  the  subjects  of  these  kingdoms 
are  entitled  to  personal  liberty  and  secu- 
rity as  their  unalienable  birthright,  trans- 
mitted by  their  ancestors  and  confirmed 
t^y  many  venerable  statutes';  a  high  and 
saored  trust  which  they  are  determined  if 
pofsible  to  leave  unimpaired  to  posterity^ 

2.  That  no  privileges  subversive  of  these 
Bights  can  co-es^stwith  the  statutes  which 
enacted  and  confirmed  them;  and  while  we 
fully  acknowledge  the  competency  of  the 
Commons  Hou^e  of  Parliament  to  punish 
contempts^  and  to  remove  obstructions  to 
public  business ;  we  most'  solemnly-  main- 
tain that  it  has  no  power  to  dispense  with 
the  unrepealed  statutes  of  the  Realm,  by 
punishing  at  discretion  such  oflenoea  as 
cause  ho  actual  interruption  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  are  cognizable  inthe  courts 
ofLaw, 

3.  That  feeling  the  most  ardent  atta(:h- 
i)aent  to  the  constitution  of  our  country, 
and  jealous  of  the  least  infi-ingement  upon 
those  Laws  to  which  we  owe  our  dearest 
enjoyments^  we  have  observed^  with  un- 
a&cted  sorrow  and  alarm  some  -  recent 
proceedings  of  the  honourable  the  House 
of  Comm6ns,  by  which  it  has  assumed  the 
power  of  depriving  us  of  our  personal  li- 
berty, contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
many  excellent  statutes,  which  enact  that 
"  no  freeman  shall  be  imprisoned  but  by 
the  lawful  judgment  of  his  equals  or  the 
Law  of  the  Land.*' 

4.  That  in  our  opinion  a  Judge  and 
Jury  form  the  only  proper  and  legal  tri- 
buxial  in  cases  of  libel;  and  were  the 
power  now  assumed  by  the  House  of 
Common^  of  deciding .  in  all  cases  upon 
the  nature  and  extent  of  their  own  privi- 
leges confirmed^  it  would  have  a  fatal  in^ 
fluence  upon  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and 
might,  in  the  hands  of  a  corrupt  and  un- 
pnncipled  administration,  become  adread- 
ful  engine  of  despotism,  and  finally  subvert 
aife  of  the  English  Constitution. 

5.  That  the  fatal  Wat's  in  which  we 
have  been  engageii,  the  lavish  e*!xpendi* 
tore  of  public  money,  the  exercise  by  the 
House  of  Commons  of  illegal  and  unne- 
cessary privileges,  its  approbation  of  ruin* 
ous  expeditions,  its  sUpport.of  .weak  and 
arbitrary  Ministers,  its  refusal  to  enquire 
iiiM>/th0.  shameful  practice  of  trafficking 


for  seats  and  to  .doptany  plan  of  Reform, 
and  all  the  other  numerous  grievances 
under  which  we  have  long  been  labour- 
ing, are  entirely  owing  to  the  want  of  a 
well  organized  and  more  extended  Kepre*> 
sentation  of  the  People  in  Parliament. 

6.  That  in  order  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  our  national  calamities  and  avert  those 
dangers  which  threaten  the  "destruction  of 
the  state,  it  is  our  decided  opinion,  that 
the  House  of  Commons  sliould  be  restored 
to  its  constitutional  dependence  upon  the 
: people,.  M'hom  it  is  its  proper  function 
to  represent;  that  we  highly  approve  the 
Petition  to  the  Honourable  House  now 
r<ead  ;  that  the  Chairman  and  Kequisi-> 
tionists  be  {authorized  to  sign  it  on  (he  be* 
half  of  this  Meetinji^,  and  that  it  be  trans- 
mitted to  Mr.  Whitbread,  who  is  hereby 
requested  to  present  and  support  the  same. 

7m  That  from  a  full  conviction  that  the 
present  state  of  the  Representation  is  the 
grand  source  of  all  our  evils,  and  that  no 
real,  substantial,  permanent  benefits  oan 
be  conveyed  to  the  people,  until  they 
have  the  power  of  Sending  honest  and  in- 
dependent men  into  the  House  ofCom-^ 
mons,  this  meeting  do  most  earnestly  and 
respectfully  suggest  to  all  the  counties, 
cities  and  towns  of  these  kingdoms,  the 
necessity,  of  presenting  petitions  to  par^ 
liament  upon  this  subject  on  the  opening. 
of*thc  next  session,  ^nd  of  supporting  by 
every  means  in  their  power.  Sir  Franeis- 
Burdett,  Mr.  Brand,  and  other  GentlemeiL 
who  may  co-operate  with  them  in  so  iaw> 
pprtant  a  work. 

8.  That  from^'the  reoeAt  decision  upon 
Mr,  Brand's  Motion,  it  is  too  probabLt* 
that  the  almost  unanimous  voice 'of  the 
nation  in  favour  of  that  measure  may  con*-^ 
tinue  to  be  disregarded  by  the  .  present 
House  of  Commons.  It  is  therefore  be- 
come the  duty  of  the  people  themselves^ 
independently  to  exert  the  power  re- 
maining to  them  in  the  state,  by  embrac- 
itig  every  opportunity  of  electing  such 
members  only,  as  will  unequivocally  pro- 
mise their  beat  exertions  to  obtain  that 
Reform  in  Barliament,  so  absolutely  es- 
sential to  the  salvation  and  permaoeai 
prosperity. of  the  country^ 

9.  That  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Mil- 
ton, when  he  solicited  the  honour  of  r6» 
presenting  the  Couaty  of  York>  did  8o» 
lemniy  declara  to  the  people  at  tb# 
Cloth  HaU,  in  Leeds,  that  they  should 
ever  find  in  him  an  active  enquirer  into- 
abuses,  and  were  it  in  his  power,  he  would 
root  oat  the  very  seedsrof.  GprruptioA; 
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but  that  his  lordship  by  .his  conduct  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Madocks,  respecting 
Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord  Castlereagh's 
trafficking  for  seats,  by  his  vote  against 
the  liberation  of  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones,  and 
more  particularly  by  his  vote  and  speech 
on  Mr.  Brand's  motion  for  Reform,  has 
insulted  the  people  of  England,  and  ren- 
dered himself  unworthy  of  the  confidence 
of  his  constituents. 

10.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
given  to  Mr.  Branrl/  for  his  motion,  and 
speech  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  favour 
of  a  Parliamentary  Reform;  to  the  114- 
members  by  whom  that  measure  was  sup- 
ported ;  to  Lord  Erskinc  and  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly,  for  their  manly  and  eloquent 
defence  of  the  good  Old  Laws  of  England, 
and  the  rights  of  their  fellow  subjects  ; 
and  to  Mr.  Whitbread  for  h"s  unremitting 
attention  to  bis  duty  in  Parliament,  and 
>his  constant  support  of  every  measure  fa- 
vourable to  the  interests  of  the  people. 

n.  That  the  warmest  acknowledg- 
ments of  a  grateful  people  arfi  more  pre-, 
eminently  due  to  Sir  F.  Burdett,  for  his 
prompt  and  generous  attention  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  Jones ;  for  his  eloquent, 
learned,  and  constitutional  Argument 
against  the  power  assumed  by  the  House 
of  Commo^isi  of  imprisoning  his  Majesty's 
Subjects  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  land  ; 
and  for  his  noble,  his  virtuous,  his  unre- 
mitted exertions.  "  through  evil  repc  rt 
and  good  report,"  in  Parliament  and  out 
of  Parliament,  in  support  of  the  grand 
National  Cause  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

12.  That  the  Address  to  Sir  F.^Burdett, 
now  re^d  by  the  Chairman,  expressive  of 
the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  this  Meet- 
ing, be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Ho- 
nourable Baronet  without  delay. 

13.  That*  as  the  respectable  men  who. 
arc  now  uniting  in  the  cause  of  Reform, 
have  been  the  subjects  of  much  calumny 
and  abuse,  and  their  motives  most  un- 
candidly  and  ungenerously  misrepresent- 
ed, we  cannot  separate  without  solemnly 
declaring  our  inviolable  attachment  to  the 
Govermnent  of  this  Country  as  by  Law 
established  ;  that  it  is  our  firm  determina- 
tion equally  to  support  the  Rights  of  the 
Crown,  the  just  privileges  of  the  Com- 
mons, and  the  liberties .  of  the  people  ; 
that  we  want  no  impracticable  plans,  no 
/ancifbl  theories,  no  vain  speculations; 
that  the  sober  and  rational  Reform  for 
which  we  contend,  has  been  declared  ne- 
cessary to  the  salvation  *  of  the  State  by 
the  most  virtuoas  Patriots  and  most  en- 


lightened Statesmen  ;  and  finally,  that  the 
whole  extent  of  our  demand  is  "  the  Con- 
si  itution,  the  whole  Constitution,  and  no- 
thing but  the  Constitution." 

E.  Rhodes,  Chairman. 
Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this 
Meeting  be  given  to  the  Chairman,  for 
his  manly,  able,  and  independent  con- 
duct ki  the  Chair.  2.  That  the  Thanks 
of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  the  2+  Gen- 
tlemen who  signed  the  Requisition  for 
calling  together  the  Inhabitants  of  tb< 
Town  upon  this  important  occasion. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Leland,  in  Parliament  assembled.— 
l*he  Addbess  and  Petitiom  of  tbc 
Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  and  Neighbourhood  of  Shef- 
field. 

Shcweth  ;  That  convinced,  as  we  un- 
alterably are,  that  your  Honourable 
House  is  one  of  the  main  pillars  of  our  ad- 
mirable Constitution,  (to  which  we  arc 
sincerely  attached)  it  is  with  unfeigned 
regret  we  are  compelled  to  consider  that 
you  have  departed,  in  some  respects,  from 
the  peculiar  design  of  your  institution, 
by  combining  the  executive  with  the  le- 
gislative functions,  an  evil  which  the  pe- 
netrating Montesquieu  foresaW  might  befal 
this  happy  country,  and  of  which,  he  pre- 
dicted, we  fear  too  truly,  that  should  it 
ever  come  to  pass,  it  would  effect  the 
speedy  vlccay  and  eventual  destruction  of 
our  liberties.— Without  recurring  to  other 
acts  of  your  Honourable  House,  which 
have  appeared  to  evince  a  disregard  for 
the  sentiments  of  your  constituents,  and 
to  indicate  that  you  are  only  nominally 
our  Representatives,  we  will  atpresentcon- 
fine  our^f  Ives  to  the  cases  of  Mr.  JohnGale 
Jones  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  not  with- 
,out  some  hope  that  you  will  regret  the 
severity  of  your  proceedings  towards  those 
free-born  subjects  of  our  lawful  sovereign, 
and  that  you  will  feel  bound  to  restore 
them  to  their  liberty,  of  which  we  con- 
ceive they  have  been  unconstitutionally 
deprived. — ^We  are  well  aware  that  your 
Honourable  House  has  frequently  claiwed 
and  exercised  the  right  of  im*prisoning 
persons,  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, an  I  also  others  not  being  members 
thereof,  but  we  cannot  help  regarding 
such  right  as  opposed  to  the  Law  of  the 
Land,  and  subversive  of  our  personal  se- 
curity.— On  former  occasions,  when  the 
claim  and  exercise  of  the  privilege  « 
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question  haTe  been  resisted,  your  Hon. 
Houses  by  adjourning  beyond  the  t  me 
fixed  for  continuing  the  discussion  upon 
such  privilege,  or  by  forbearing  to  per- 
sist in  the  resolutions  you  had  passed, 
have  frequently  shewn  the  uncertain 
tenure  of  such  claims,  and  tacitly  admitted 
their  inexpedience.  It  is  because  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  assumed  privilege  has  been 
generally  accompanied  with  so  much  le- 
nity that  it  has  not  been  viewed  with  that 
deep  abhorrence,  which  we  conceive  its 
undefined  and  obnoxious  nature  is  calcu- 
lated to  excite,  and  which  has  l)een  de- 
scribed in  the  truest  an«l  most  de- 
cisive langua£;e,  hy  that  Friend  of  the 
People,  that  firm  supporter  of  injured  in- 
nocence. Sir  Francis  Burdett.  We  beg 
leave  i^e^pcctfully  to  state  to  your  Ho- 
nourable House  that  we  coincide  en- 
tirely with  the  learned  Argument  used 
by  the  patriotic  Baronet,  and  deem  it 
unan«5wer$d  and  \manswerable. — While, 
therefore,  we  fully  admit  the  propriety 
of  your  removing  impediments  to  the 
freedom  of  debate,  while  we  readily  ac- 
quiesce in  your  right  of  punishing  wit- 
nesses at  your  Bar  tor  contempt  and  pre- 
varicatiou,  vvhil^  we  object  to  no  privi- 
leges whjch  havp  for  their  sole  design  the 
prevention  auvi  removal  of  every  obstacle 
to  the  discussion  of  those  important  sub- 
jects, and  tne  pursuit  of  those  necessary 
inquiries,  which  so" frequently  occupy  your 
Honourable  House,  yet  in  cases  like  those 
of  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones  and  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  cases  wherein  no  violence-  was 
offered  to  your  liberty  of  speech,  no  op- 
position made  to  your  debates,  no  inter- 
ruf>tion  given  to  your  access  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  nor  any  restraint  upon  your 
persons  attempted  ;  in  such  cases  we  are 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  we  ought  not  to 
acknowledge  your  privilege;  and  we, do 
niost  solemnly  call  upon  your  Honourable 
House  to  renounce,  what  we  must  deem 
an  improper  assumption  of  needless 
power.— We  earnestly  beseech  your  Ho- 
nourable Hodse  to  consider  that  Britons 
nave  rights  which  they  ought  never  to  re- 
linquish— rights  bought  with  the  best 
blood  of  their  forefathers,  transmitted  by 
them  through  a  long  line  of  patriotic 
ancestry,  and  bequeathed,  as  the  noblest 
inheritance  to  their  children. — For  the 
exercise  of  one  of  these  inalienable  rights, 
through  the  medium  of  a  free  press,  has 
your  Hon.  House  punished  two  of  our 
Countrymen,  setting  aside  the  ordinary 
eoiirse  of  law,  suid  ia  your  own  cause 


taking  upon  yourselves  the  office,  wh.ich 
we  humbly  main^in  belongs  only  to  a 
jury,  that  of  deciding  whether  the  publica- 
•ion  be  libellous  or  not.  At  the  same 
time  we  lamjent  to  learn,  that  in'the  exe- 
cution of  your  Speaker's  warrant,  undue 
violence  has  been  used  to  that  law,  which 
regards  an  Englishman's  house  as  his 
castle. — With  this  terrific  stretch  of  privi- 
lege we  cannot  but  be  dissatisfied,  as  we 
feel  that  not  even  our  real  representatives 
ought,  on  any  occasion,  to  have  the  right 
or  power  of  dispensing  with  the  Charter  of 
our  liberties. — ^We  imagine  that  we  per- 
ceive another  danger  arising  from  the 
possession  of  privileges  unlimited  by  law, 
which,  if  it  were  the  sole  danger,  would 
prove  their  impropriety.  If  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  have  power  to  de- 
fine their  own  privileges,  each  may  assert 
such  as  are  incobipatible  with  thosr  of  the 
other,  and  which,  by  their  clashing  in- 
terests, may  produce  the  evils  of  anarchy 
and  civil  war* — Here  we  cannot  refrain 
from  adverting  to  certain  sentiments  said 
to  have  been  delivered  iu  your  Honoura- 
ble House  ;  we  mean  hints,  we  had  almost 
said  directions  given  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Land,  as  to  their  future  conduct  in  the 
actions  brought  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
against  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  the  Serjeant  at  Arms.  While 
we  regard  those  sentiments  with  indigna- 
tion, we  trust  that  the  Judges  are  so  inde- 
pendent as  to  treat  all  such  intimations, 
wherever  and  by  whomsoever  they  may 
have  been  uttered,  with  deserved  contempt,^ 
and  that  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  will 
satisfy  the  country,  that  to  Britons  there 
is  no  wrong  without  a  remedy,  and  that 
by  them  no  violence  can  be  suifered  with- 
out an  appeal  to  the  law. — ^Wc  solemnly 
assure  your  Honourable  House,  that  we  re- 
gard the  aforementioned  rigorous  treat-' 
ment  of  British  Subjects,  and  many  of  the 
various  evils  which  afllict  the  State,  as 
arising  immediately  from  the  wretched 
policy  of  a  weak  and  intolerant  Ministry, 
but  primarily  from  the  imperfect  state  of 
the  representation  of  the  people.  The 
Petition  presented  by  Mr.  Grey,  now 
Lord  Grey,  in  179S,  at  the  Bar  of  your 
Honourable  House,  fully  details  the  most 
shameful  abuses  in  the  election  of  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  and  numerous  petitions 
since  th^t  time,  some  of  them  very  recent, 
have  made  it  unnecessary  for  uslo  expa- 
tiate on  those  grievances  and  abuses  here.— 
We  must,  however,  take  this  opportunity  to 
complain,  that  those  grievancea^md  aboset 
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not  only  remain  uncorrected,  but  that, 
judgiog  froni  sundry  recent  proceedings 
of  your  Honourable  ilouse,  we  fear  that  it 
18  ihe  determination  of  a  majovily  of  your 
Members  to  perpetuate  practices,  which 
are  avowedly  the  disgrace  of  many  Borough 
Elections,  which  are  in  direct  violation 
of  the  purity  of  your  Honourable  house, 
and  which  exist  in  open  defiance  of  the 
strong  resolutions  upon  that  subject  read 
by  Mr.  Madocks,  when  he  made  his  mo- 
tion respecting  the  corrupt  traffic  and  revo- 
cation of  a  seat  by  two  of  his  Majesty's 
M  nisters,  in  the  case  of  Mt.-  Quintin 
Dick,  into  which  case,  flagrant  and  ag- 
gravated as  it  appeared,  you  refused  to 
m^e  any  inquiry.  — Under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, we  cannot,  without  the  great- 
est 8t>rrow,  contemplate  the  faic  of  Mr. 
Brand's  motion  on  the  subject  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform ;  a  motion  which  had  for 
its  object  only  the  formation  of  a  Com- 
4n)ittee  to  inquire  into  ihe  expediency  of 
Reform.  We  earnestly  urge  your  Ho- 
nourable House  to  i'econ:&ider  this  subject; 
which,  as  inseparably  connected  with  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  our  courttry,  we 
have  mo&t  seriously  at  heart ;  being  con- 
fidently persuaded  that  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  decayed  Boroughs,  the  extension 
oftdeciive  rights  to  populous  Towns,  and 
trienjnial  Paiiiaments,  so  far  from  being 
incroacbments  upon  the  Constitution  of 
this  Kingdom,  are  indispensibly  necessary 
for  its  preservation. — And  your  Petiiioners 
will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Address  to  Sir  Francis  Bordett,  Bart, 

''  Sir  ;  Subjects  of  the  same  Realm,  ex- 
posed to  the  same  powek-,  amenable  to  the 
same  laws  with  yourself,  and  equally  em- 
barked in  the  cause  of  Parliamentary 
Reform*  we  feel  it  would  be  a  dereliction 
of  our  duty,  and  an  abandonment  of  prin- 
ciple, were  vire  to  omit  addressing  you  on 
your  present  confinement  in  the  Tower  of 
London.— Vour  conduct,  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  people,  has  obtained  our  highest 
approbation,  and  we,  in  return,  eive  yoii 
our  sincere  and  heart-felt  thanks.  We 
have  seen  you  systematically  and  honour- 
ably abstain  frem  thoee  party  struggles 
and  contentions  which  so  frequently  occur 
in  the  House  of  Commons ;  struggles  and 
contentions,  in  wbich^  personal  ambition 
and  the  emoluments  of  office,  too  often 
p^redom'inate  over  the  more  important  con- 
siderations of  public  good.  With  equal 
satisfaction  we  have  seen  you  appropriate 
your  time  and  your  talents  to  questions. 


generally  perhaps,  less  attractive  and  im- 
posing, but'  in  our  estimation,  of  far  su- 
perior moment,  and  of  more  salutary   ef- 
fect ;    the    oppressed    individual   has  in 
you  fount! ji  ready,  and  an  able  advocate, 
and    the  public  peculator  a  determined 
enemy  ;  by  your  research  and  exerttoiH 
great  constitutional   questions  have  been 
elucidated,  the  provisions   of  the  grand 
Charter  of  British  Freedom  have  become 
more  generally  known,  its  blessings  more 
extensively  felt,  and  its  value  more  highly 
and  more  accurately  estimated,  and  though 
we  lament  that  those  exertions  have  sub- 
jected you  to  great  privations  and   much 
personal  inconvenience,   we  rejoice  that 
the  right  of  the   Flouse  of  Commons  to 
"  imprison  without  the  intervention  of  a 
jury    is,  by  your  perseverance,  shortly  to 
be  decided  upon  in  a  court  of  law.     Yet 
when  we  contemplate  the  important  in- 
teriests  involved  in  this  decision,  we  con- 
fefs,  we  tremble  for  the  result,  becaxise 
we  feel   sincerely  atid   warmly  attached 
t<»  the  Constitutional  Government  of  our 
Country,  as  a  Government  not  arbitrary 
and  capricious,    but  of  known,  defined, 
and  positive  law ;  securing  to  the  people 
trial  for  imputed  offences,  which  we  re- 
gard as  the  basis  of  all  political  freedom, 
and   withoift  which,  no  liberty  can  pos- 
sibly exist.     Feeling  strongly  this  rational 
attachment  to  the  wholesome  provisions 
and  good  enactments  of  our  forefathers, 
we  protest  asainst  the  exercise  whicb  has 
been  madeoFan  undefined  and  uudefinable 
privilege  by  the  hon.  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  the  imprisonment  of  John  Gale 
Jones  and  yourself,  for  aliedged  ofience.^ 
whicb,  in  our  opinion,    are  cognizable 
only  in  the  established  courts  of  law. — 
Sir,  we  regard  power  without  rights  as  one 
of  the  most  odious  objects  that  can  be  pre- 
sented to  the  human  imagination,  and  we 
deprecate  its  establishment  as  a  part  of 
the  Government  of  oar  Country,  because 
we  know  that  wherever  it  is  suffered  to 
exist  its  influence  and  its  operations  most 
of  necessity  be  deadly  and  malignant. 
No  salutary  provision  can  flourish  within 
its  reach.     We  know  likewise,  "  that  un- 
limited power  is  apt  to  corrupt  the  minds 
of  those  who  .possess  it,  and  that  where 
law  ends,  tyranny  begins.'*     Permit  ns. 
Sir,  before  we  quit  this  part  of  our  aub|ect, 
to  enquire,  in  the  language  of  the  great 
Chatham,  when  speaking  of  this  assump- 
tion of  power  by  the  Hon.  the  House  of 
Commons^    **  What    is  this  mystenoos 
power,  undefined  by  \m,  unknown  to  tho 
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yubject,  which  we  must  not  approach 
without  awe,  nor  speak  of  without  re- 
Terence,  which  no  man  ma}^  Question,  but 
to  which  all  men  most  submit.  — Sir,  hav- 
ing expressed  our  approbation  of  your 
conduct,  and  given  you  our  sincere  and 
heartfelt  thanks,  we  have  only  to  add  to 
oar  wishes,  that  restored  to  your  family 
and  to  the  pubiic,  whose  cause  you  as- 
siduously serve,  even  from  the  recesses  of 
a  prison,  yon  may  long  continue  in  per- 
fect health,  the  delight  of  the  one,  and  the 
boast  and  admiration  of  the  other,  the  ex- 
an^e  to  at!  good  rojKn,and  th^  dread  and 
terror  of  evil  doers."  ' 


TOWN  OF  NOTTINGHAM. 

At  a  numerous  Public  Meeting  of  the 
Electors  and  inhabitant  Housekeepers  of 
the  said  Town,  convened  by  the  Mayor, 
at  the  Guildhall  in  the  said  Town,  on 
Monday  the  28th  dav  of  May,  1810,  in 
compliance  with  a  Kequtsition  of  many 
respectable  Electors  and  Housekeepers, 
and  thence,  for  want  of  sufficient  room, 
adjourned  to  the  Market-place.  Mr. 
Alderman  Howitt  in  the  Chair ;  the  fol- 
lowing Resolutions  were  passed  unani- 
mously :— . 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Constitution  of 
this  kingdom,  contained  in  the  Great 
Charter  signed  by  King  John,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Bill  of  Rif^,  at  the  glo- 
rious ^a  of  the  RevolotioR,  possesses  our 
highest  approbation  and  veneration,  and 
shall  ever  obtain  our  cordial  support  as 
being  the  Birthright  of  Englishmen. 

2.  That,  the  violation  of  any  of  the 
Clauses  of  th^e  Bulwarks  of  the*Constito- 
^n  is  an  infringement  on  the  liberties  of 
Britons,  and  deserves  our  severest  animad- 
Tersions  and  unqualified  censnre. 

3.  That,  by  Magna  Charto  it  is  esta- 
blished, that  <'  No  Freeman  shall  be  taken 
or  imprisoned*  or  dispossessed  of  his  free 
Tenement  and  Liberties,  or  outlawed  or 
banished,  or  any  wise  hurt  or  injured,  un- 
less by  the  leflal  judgment  of  his  Peers,  or 
by  the  Law  of  the  Land ;''  that  this  Right 
was  further  confirmed  by  a  Statute  passed 
in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Thir^,  enact- 
iag  that  **r{o  man  of  what  state  or  condi- 
lion  soever,  shall  be  pnt  oot  of  Land  or 
Tenement,  nor  taken,  nor  imprisoned,  nor 
inherited,  nor  put  to  death,  without 
being  brought  in  answer  by  due  process  of 
the  Law  ;''  that  in  the  BiU  of  Righu  it  is 
declared,  ^  That  the  pretended  power  of 
*^>^pending  Lawi^  or  die  execution   of 


Laws  by  regal  (much  less  by  any  other) 
Authority,  without  consent  of  Parliament, 
is  illegal ;''  and  it  is  further  added,  that 
**  We  do  claim,  demand,  and  insist  upon 
all  and  singular  the  Premises  as  our  nn« 
doubted  Rights  and  Privileges/' 

4.  That  with  regret  and  indignation 
we  learn  that  one  Branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture alone,  the  Commons  House  of  ParJia- 
ment,'"hat  assumed  to  itself  the  Offices  of 
Prosecutor,  Judge,  Jury  and  Executioner; 
that  this  Honourabfe  House  has  immured, 
within  the  walls  of  a  Prison,  and  detained 
during  its  pleasure,  one  of  our  fellow  sub- 
jects, upon  a  Charge  cognieable  in  our 
Common  Courts  of  Law,  where  he  might 
have  been  legally  fried  by  twelve  of  hta 
Peers ;  that  by  the  command  of  this  same 
Honourable  House,  another  of  onr  fellow 
Subjects,  the  Friend  of  the' People^  the 
Defender  of  our  Liberties,  for  an  Appeal 
to  his  Constituents,  (which  we  conceive 
not  only  to  be  the  Right  but  the  Duty  of 
every  KepresentativeJ  has  been  dragged 
from  his  House,  his  Castle,  b^'  an  Army 
of  Soldiers,  and  imprisoned  in  the  Tower. 

5.  That  we  are  the  more  alarmed  at 
this  assumption  of  Privilege,  on  account 
of  the  partiality  with  which  it  is  exercis- 
ed ;  that  it  appears  to  us  to  originate  in  a 
determined  wish  to  subvert  the  Liberties 
and  Rights  of  Britons,  and  to  destroy  the 
Spirit  of  the  British  Constitution  ;  for 
whilst  the  vilest  State  Delinquents,  who 
suck  the  Heart's-blood  of  the  Constitution,' 
and  consume  its  very  vitals,  escape  un- 
punished ;  the  attack  is  levelled  against 
its  best  friends,  its  most  firm  Supporters ; 
and  whilst  the  man  who  endeavours  to  ex- 
clude the  People  from  a  knowledge  of  the 
Conduct  of  their  Representatives,  and  who 
with  ignominy  and  contempt  is  hurled 
from  his  staition  by  his  justly  incensed 
Constituents,  is  elevated  to  a  post  of  hiffh 
Dignity,  Honour,  and  Responsibility,  the 
Petitions  and  Remonstrances  of  Thousands 
of  the  most  enlightened  Britons  are  con- 
temptuously dismissed. 

6.  That  we  cannot  in  language  sofB* 
ciently  strong  express  bur  detestation  at 
the  Crimes,  and  our  Contempt  of  the 
Imbecility  of  those  Ministers  who  have 
been  the  Authors  of  all  the  recent  Suffer^ 
ings  and  Calamities  of  Britons  ;  Men  who 
appear  to  us  equally  weak  and  wicked ; 
Men  who  can  send  Thousands  of  the 
bravest  British  Heroes  to  perish  by  Disease 
and  Pestilence,  lest,  forsooth,  they  should 
be  thought  to  be  actuated  "  by  the  rigid 
precepU  of  Cold  Precaution/'^Men  who 
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have  planted  Cannon  in  our  Streets  to 
overawe  the  Public  Voice  ;  Men  whose 
object,  as  i'ar  as  we  can  judge  from  their 
Conduct,  appears  to  be  to  drive  the  Peo- 
ple to  Desperation,  but  who  have  hitherto 
been  unsuccessful  in  their  Detestable  At- 
tempt ;  Men  who  are  our  Stivcreigu's 
greatest  Enemies,  by  endeavouring  to  ex- 
pose his  Name  to  Odium,  in  order  to  screen 
themselves  from  an  Awful  Responsibility ; 
Men  who  have  entwined  Laurels  on  the 
brow  of  England's  Enemy,  but  are  their 
Nation's  Curst,  and  their  Country's  Fel- 
lest  Foes. 

7.  That  with  the  deepest  Sorrow  we 
lament,  that,  in  the  midst  of  these  Grie- 
vances and  Calamities,  we  have  turned 
our  eyes  in  vain  for  the  preservation  of 
our  Rights  and  Privileges,  to  that  Band  of 
Senators  which  formerly  possessed  our 
Confidence  and  Support ;  we  lament,  that 
they  have  disappointed  the  Hopes  and  Ex- 
pectations of  the  Country.  But  whilst  we 
watch  them  with  an  eye  of  jealousy  and 
mistrusti  we  shall  be  ready  to  return  to 
them>  when  they  return  to  the  defence  of 
the  People's  Chuse,  and  give  us  a  solemn 
Pledge  of  their  Disinterestedness  and  Sin- 
cerity. 

0 .  That  this  Meeting  present  a  Petition 
to  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons, 
praying  for  a  Parliapfientary  Reform,  &c. 
and  that  the  said  Petition  be  transmitted 
.to  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  and  John  Smith, 
Esquires,  our  Representatives,  for  presen- 
tation ;  who  are  hereby  instructed  to  sup- 
port the  same. 

10.  That  this  Meeting  present  an  Ad- 
dress to  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  expressive  of 
their  Gratitude  for  his  Patriotic  Conduct 
in  defence  of  our  Liberties. 

11.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting 
be  given  to  Lord  Erskine,  to  Lord  Coch- 
rane, to  Lord  Folkestone,  to  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly,  to  Mr.  Whitbread,  to  Colonel 
Wardle,  and  to  General  Matthew,  for  their 
undeviating  upright  Conduct  on  all  pub- 
lic Occasions,  when  the  Liberty  and  Inde- 
pendence of  their  Countrymen  have  call- 
ed for  their  Exertions. 

12..  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting 
be  given  to  Mr.  Brand,  for  his  Mo;tion  to 
obtain  a  Reform  in  Parliament ;  to  our 
worthy  Representative,  John  Smith,  Esq. ; 
and  to  the  other  One  Hundred  and  Thir- 
teen Members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
who  tupi)orted  the  same. 

WitLiAM  HowiTT,  Chairman. 


Petition  to  the  Honourable  the  Commons 
of  the  Uniied  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  Parliament  assembled. 

Sheweth  ;  That  whilst  most  of  the  na- 
tions on  the  Continent  of  Europe  bare 
been  sunk  in  Despotism,  and  in  conse- 
quence involved  in  Anarchy,  it  has  been 
the  glory  of  England  to  possess  a  Limited 
Monarchy,  a  happy  Constitution,  consist- 
ing of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  in  Par- 
liament assembled.  That  we  hail  with 
rapture  that  Branch  of  the  Legislature 
which  forms  the  Democracy  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  House  of  Commons,  recei?- 
ing  it  as  the  peculiar  blessing  of  English- 
men, the  Palladium  of  our  Liberties,  on 
the  preservation  of  which  depends  the 
salvation  of  our  Country.  That  we  can- 
not therefore  be  justly  charged  with  any 
wish  to  lower  the  dignity  of  this  branch 
of  our  Constitution,  when  we  humbly  re- 
quest  a  patient  hearing  of  our  grievances, 
and  a  redress  of  what  we  conceive  to  be 
our  wrongs.-^Under  this  conviction,  we 
l>eg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  yoot 
Honourable  House  to  a  Statement  oflered 
to  be  proved  at  your  bar,  and  still  re- 
maining uncontradicted  on  your  Journals, 
that  30()  Members  of  your  Honomable 
House,  comprising  nearly  one-half  of  your 
whole  number,  are  in  fact  returned  to  yoar 
House  by  150  Peers.  We  appeal  to  your 
Honourable  House  whether  this  glaring 
fact  be  not  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
original  design  of  your  Constitution. 
whether  the  Conmnons  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, instead  of  being  a  check  upon  Uie 
Lords  and  upon  the  Throne,  is  not  in  dan- 
ger of  becoming,  by  this  means,  a  humble 
dependant  upon  the  Aristocracy,  or  tbi 
tool  of  the  Crown  ?  whether  it  be  pro- 
bable that  the  sentiments  of  the  Pecjs 
should  in  every  respect  accord  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  People,  whose  Guardians 
and  Representatives  the  Commons  are  ei- 
peeled  to  be. — We  are  induced  to  mnt 
this  appeal  at  the  present  time  in  conse- 
quence of  several  recent  occurrea<^*Q 
which  a  Majority  of  your  Members  w» 
not  only  acted  in  opposition  to  the  voict 
of  the  People,  but  (we  are  ^onipcllw  to 
state)  has.  in  our  estimation,  violated  the 
Liberties  and  Birth-rights  of  Englishnicn. 
We  pray  that  you  would  coolly  and  de- 
liberatelv  review  that  clause  in  ^^^/J 
of  Rights,  upon  which  Mr.  John  Gil« 
Jones  was,  arraigned  at  your  Bar,  w 
condemned  to  confinement  in  a  Prij^ 
during  your  pleasure.    We  ask,  wbciW 
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the  Clause,  which  he  was  charged  with 
having  violated,  "That  the  Freedom  of 
Speech,  or  Debates  and  Proceedings  in 
Parliament,  ought  not  to  be  impeached  or 
questioned  in  any  Court  or  Pbce  out  of 
Parjiaoaent,"  was  not  intended  to  check 
the  encroachments  of  a  *  despotic  King 
upon  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  not  to 
screen  their  Representatives  from  the 
People's  animadversion  ?  In  prjoof  that 
this  was  its  meaning,  we  refer  you  to  the 
last  Clause  in  the  same  glorious  Bill, 
which  states,  ''  That  no  Declarations, 
Judgments,  Doings  or  Proceedings  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  People  in  any  ot  the  said 
Premises,  ought  in  any  wise  to  be  drawn 
hereafter  in  consequence  or  example." 
We  ask  whether  your  Honourable  House 
have  not  converted  one  Clause  "  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  People,"  and  by  de- 
priving a  British  Subject  of  his  Liberty, 
without  a  Trial  by  his  Peers,  acted 
with  "  a  Vigour  beyond  the  Law  ?"— 
We  also  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Ho- 
nourable House  our  opinion,  that  it  is  not 
ouly  the  Right  but  the  Duty  of  every  Re- 
presentative to  lay  before  his  Constituents 
the  motives  of  his  public  Conduct,  and 
appeal  to  them  for  their  sanction  and 
approbation.  Impressed  with  this  con- 
viction, we  learn  with  sorrow,  that  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  for  a  statement  of  his 
opinions  to  his  .Constituents,  has  been 
dragged  from  his  family  and  home,  by 
an  order  of  your  Honourable  House,  and 
conveyed  by  an  Army  of  Soldiers  to  the 
Tower— Whilst  the  utmost  stretch  of 
power  is  exercised  upon  those  who,  in 
our  opinion,  are  not  merely  innocent,  but 
deserving  of  the  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
try, we  observe  with  concern  and  morti- 
fication that  the  highest  State  Delinquents 
incur  not  even  so  much  as  your  censure. 
Lord  Castlereagh,  an  acknowledged  traf- 
ficker of  Seats  in  your  Honourable  House, 
i»  politely  excused,  and  kindly  fort^iven. 
Your  Honourable  Flousc  has  refused  even 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Perce- 
val, the  First  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
though  charged  with  conniving  at  prac- 
tices **  at  which  our  ancestors  would  h.ive 
startled  with  indignation,"  because  those 
practices  *'  are  as  notorious  as  the  noon- 
day sun." — These,  and  other  grievances, 
imperiously  demand  us  t<)  call  for  a 
thorough  kcform  of  the  House  of  Com- 
•mons.  W^e  therefore  humbly,  but  ur- 
gently pray,  that,  as  a  preliminary  step, 
you  will  immediately  order  the  liberation 
•f  John  Gale  Jones,  and  Sir  Francis  Bur- 


dett^  and  then  lend  every  assistance  in 
your  power  to  the  latter,  towards  the  at- 
tainment of  a  complete  Reform  in  our 
Representation.  We  are  confident  that 
we  utter  the  sentiments  of  millions  of 
Britons,  when  we  appeal  to  the  noblest 
feelings  by  which  man  can  be  actuated, 
the  love  of  his  fellow  men,  when  we  ad- 
dress ourselves  to  the  cool  dictates  6f 
your  unbiassed  judgment,  when  we  call 
upon  you,  for  the  preservation  of  your 
own  dignity,  to  grant  us  a  radical  Reform. 
—We  believe  that  the  happiness  of  th« 
Nation,  and  the  salvation  of  the  Country, 
depend  upon  it.  Only  let  the  House  of 
Commons  be  the  fair  Representatives  of 
the  people,  and  we  are  persuaded  that 
they  will  have  no  occasion  to  complain  of 
the  violation  of  their  Privileges ;  for  their 
Privileges  and  our  Liberties  would  «?er 
accord.  Around  such  a  House  of  Com- 
mons, the  People  of  England  would  rally 
with  enthusiasm  and  rapture ;  thej 
would  unite  with  them  in  one  Common 
Cause,  and  be  ready  to  shed  the  last  drop 
of  their  blood  in  their  protection  and  de- 
fence. 


UVERPOOL  PETITION. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  Humble  Pe- 
tition of  the  undersigned  Inhaiii. 
TANTS  of  the  Town  and  Neighbour'^ 
HOOD  of  Liverpool. 
.  Sheweth,— That  in  the  year  1793,  his 
Majesty,  by  the  advice  of  his  then  Minis* 
ters,  engaged  in  a  war  against  France  for 
the  purpose  of  curbing  the  power  of  ihat 
country,  and  circumscribing  its  limits.— 
That,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  said  war, 
various  military  expeditions  have  been 
planned  and  conducted,  by  successive 
administrations,  which  expeditions  have 
almost  uniformly  failed  in  .accomplishing 
the  objects  for  which  they  were  under- 
taken.—That  in  proof  of  this  assertion, 
your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  call  to  the 
recollection  of  your  Honourable  Houte 
the  Expedition  to  Flanders  in  the  year 
1793 — the  descent  upon  Quiberon  Bay  in 
179,^-:the  Invasion  of  Holland  in  I7i>9 — 
the  Attack  on  Constantinople  in  1807«— 
the  Expedition  to  Egypt  and  Buenot 
Ay  res  in  the  same  year — the  disgraceful 
Convention  of  Cintra — the  Campaign  of 
Sir  John  Moore  in  Spain — and  the  retreat 
of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  after  the  victory 
at  Talavera,«> where  he  lefl  his  sick  and 
wotinded  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.— 
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And  they  particularly  beg  leave  to  call  to 
the  recollection  of  your  Honourable  House, 
that -bis  Majesty's  present  Miuisters  did> 
in  July  last^  m  out  an  armament  of  a 
magnitudf^  unexampled  in  the  annals  of 
this  Country,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
the  City  of  Antwerp,  and  destroying  the 
ships  and  stores  which  might  be  found  in 
that  port-— and  that  the  sa'td  armament 
returned  home  without  electing  the  object 
of  its  equipment,  and  having  its  aumbers 
miserablv  thinned  by  a  disease,  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  occufrence  of  which  seems 
to  have  been  known  to  every  body— his 
Majesty's  Ministers  alone  excepted.— 
Your  Petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  re- 
present to  your  Honourable  House,  that 
in  considering  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
different  adminuvtrations  who  have  mana* 
god  the  war  with  France,  they  £nd,  that 
whereas,  on  our  entrance  into  the  said 
war,  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe  wnre 
in  alliance  with  us,  they  art  now  arranged 
on  the  side  of  tha  enemy ;  and,  that  the 
general  result  of  the  present  toqg  pro- 
tracted hostilities  is,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  most  gallant  exertions  on  the  part  of 
his  Majesty's  fleets  and  armies,  the  limits 
of  France,  instead  of  being  contracted, 
are  greatly  extended,  and  that  her  power, 
instead  of  being  checked,  reigns  para- 
mount throughout  i^ost  the  vi^hoie  of 
Europe — Your  Petitioners,  moreover,  beg 
leave  humbly  to  state,  that  their  feelings  on 
the  above-mentioned  subjects  are  greatly 
aggravated  by  the  scandalous  sysleiB  of 
Peculation,  which  has  of  late  years  been 
disclosed,  and  by  the  profbse  expenditure 
of  public  moneys  which  has  occasioned 
the  erievous  weight  of  Taxi^ion  under 
which  the  nation  now  li^>ottrs.«— Your 
Petitioners  do  hwnbly  conceive,  that  a 
long  traiQ  of  misfortunes,  such  as  we  have 
enumerated,  and  the  consequent  diminu- 
tion of  the  relative  strength,  and  political 
influence  of  the  nation,  must  be  imputed 
as  matter  of  blame,  either  to  the  com- 
manders employed  to  execute  the  mea- 
sures of  Government,  or  to  Minislers,  who, 
by  the  unsktlfulness  of  their  plans,  have 
lost  attainable  objects,  or  by  their  folly 
and  obstinacy  have  wasted  the  efforts  of 
the  nation  on  objects  which  are  unattaina- 
ble.-—And  yet  your  Petitioners  are  com- 
pelled to  state,  that  save  in  the  case  of 


the  Commander  of  the  Eaipedition  to 
Buenos  Ay  res,  no  individual;  either  Miait- 
ter  or  General,  has  been  brought  to 
punishment,  as  being  accountable  for  the 
looses  and  misfortunes  which  have  befaijea 
the  British  Arms.  That  on  the  .contrary, 
>he  plan  and  conduct  of  one  disastrous 
Expedition  after  another,  stands  vindi* 
caced  on  the  Journals  of  your  Honour- 
able House;  and  that  notbiag  appean 
there  to  deter  his  Majesty's  BCiiusters 
froip  again  wasting  tko  blood  and  trea« 
sure  of  the  country,  as  thev  have  lately 
done  in  the  Expedition  to  Walcherea^ 
Your  Petitioners  furth«*r  beg  leave  to 
state,  that  they  are  bumbly  of  opinion, 
that  this  impunity  of  the  planners  and 
conductors  of  disastrous  enterprises,  and 
the  consequent  repetition  of  sach  eDte^ 
prises,  is  no  otherwise  to  be  accounted  for, 
than  by  the  mode  in  which  many  «f  the 
Members  of  yoor  honourable  Home  ob- 
tain Seats  therein;  and  especially  by  the 
intiVKluction  into  your  honourable  House 
of  numerous  Placemen,  Pensionen,  and  de« 
pendants  on  the  Minister  for  the  tiae  be* 
m^,  whom  your  Petitioners  humbly  cod* 
ceive  to  have  an  obvious  interest,  in  for- 
bearing to  condemn,  vf  hen  condemnation 
would  remove  from  office,  those  to  wbooi 
they  look  up  for  fortune  and  influeace.-- 
Your  Petitioners  further  beg  leave  to 
state,  that  this  their  opinion  has  of  iatt 
been  strongly  confirmed,  by  the  open  de- 
fence of  the  system  of  Parliamentary  (w* 
roptiqn,  which,  during  the  la<t  Sessun  of 
Parliament,  was  set  up  in  your  hoooorable 
House,  and  which  drew  from  your  Speaker 
the  memorable  remark,  that  the  practicei 
so  defended,  were  "  practices,  at  ^^^  ""^ 
tioaof  which  our  ancestors  would  hate 
started  with  indignation  and  disgust''-* 
Your  Petitioners  have  been  still  more 
strenRly  confirmed  in  the  opinion  above 
suted,  by  the  feet,  that  lord  Viscount 
Castlereagh,  a  Member  of  your  honoor- 
able  House,  was,  in  the  said  Session,  con- 
victed of  the  two-fold  ofifence  of  ofiBnring 
East  India  patronage  in  barter  for  a  Seat 
in  your  honourable  House ;  and  that  tbii 
offence,  and  the  vindication  of  the  systea 
of  corruption  above  alluded  to,  ^^.  P*|| 
ed  over  by  your  honourable  House  wiwo"* 
any  vote  of  censure  thereon. 
(To  be  cimiimud.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Mrs.   Clabke. ^This  lady    has,    at 

Isst,  after  long  menacing,  published  her 
boob,  entitled  the  Rival  PatNCEs,  than 
which  a  more  flagrant  catch- penny  never 
issued  from  the  shop  of  a  low  and  greedy 
bookseller.  The  two  Volumes,  which  are 
sold  at  185.  do  not  contain  so  much  print 
as  txco  new^-papen;  and,  more  than  one 
half  of  the  matter  consists  of  the  history 
of  the  U|>holslerer's  bill  and  of  the  txiDo 
trials,  of  aU  o^  which  the  public  was  be- 
fore in  possession. ^The  pbjects  of  the. 

publication  are  evident  enough  ;  namely, 
I.  To  get  money  ;  %  to  take  vengeance 
upon  Mr.  Wardle,  Major  Dodd,  and 
every  other  person j,  with  wlK)m  the  writer 
felt  herself  offended.— TTie  first  object 
will,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  accomplished ; 
but  the  latter  certainly  will  not,  the/fi&- 
hood  as  well  as  mo/ice  , of  the  writer  v  be- 
ing visible  in  every  page, My  name  is 

introduced  into  this  work;  and,  when  I 
have  remarked  upon  the  assertions  con- 
nected with  it,  the  readers  of  the  Register 
will,  at  any  rate,  be  able  to  form  a  pretty 
tolerably  correct  opinion  as  to  how  far  the 
bare' word  of  Mbs.  Clarke,  unsupported 
by  other  evidence,  is  to  be  rehed  upon. 

■ She  says  of  me.  tha^  1  became  the 

determined  foe  of  iUe  Duke  of  York  because 
he  refused  to  dine  with  me,  3n  a  party 
which  was  to  iiave  taken  place  at  her 
house.  She  tells  a  long  story  about  the 
iDfitation  and  about  putting  it  off,  and 
about  explanations,  nol  one  word  of  all 
which  is  true.- — In  this,  as  in  other 
cases,  she  lays  hold  of  a  single  fad,  per- 
fectly insignificant  in  itself  perhaps,  and 

upon  it  she  builds  her  romantic  story. 

The  truth,  as  relating  to  this  matter,  is, 
that  Mr.  Robert  Knight,  at  whose  house 
I  was  dining,  with  Mr,  Wm.  Scott  and 
others,  in  the  uinter  qf  \SO(i,  asked  me  ifi 
had  any-ol^ection  to  dine  with  him  at 
Mrs.  Clarke's,  whom  he  spoke  of  as  a 
very  pretty  woman  in  Gloucester  Iflace, 
and  this  Was  the  first  time  I  had  ever 
beard  of  her.  After  he  had  explamed  to 
me  *Lko  and  utoshe  was,  I  agreed,  at  the 
end  of  much  entreatv,  to  be  of  the  party, 
if  Mr.  Wm.  Scott  'would.     Mr,   Scott 


-^-^ — :: — [»39 

agreed ;  but,  before^^A^day  came,  Mr» 
Scott  beinff  at  my  house(the|i  at  Parson's 
Green),  I  pegged  of  him,  in  consequence 
of  my  ivife's  objection  to  my  dining  at  such 
a  place,  to  tell  Mr.  Knight,  that  I  de- 
clined go'mg. So   that  all  the  whole 

story  about  tne  "  cards  of  bvitation,"  and 
about  her  "  putting  the  party  off/'  and 
my  being  "  disappointed^*  and  "  angry'* 
on  this  account ;  all  this  ispur^  invention,  as 
Mr.  Wm.  Scott  would,  I  am  certain,  at  any 
time,  testify,  if  it  were  necessary.— She 
further  says,  that  an  "  explanation*'  of  this 
took  place,  when  I  saw  her  at  Westboume 
Place,  last  year.  So  it  did  ;  but  here  there 
is  a  want  of  memory  equal  to  the  force  of 
Imagination  so  visible*  elsewhere ;  for,  aft 
the  time  and  place  here  mentiofled,  she 
reproached  roe  with  not  havuig  dined 
with  her  in  Gloucester  Place,  and  I  de» 
fended  myself  by  telling  her  what  was 
the  real  impediment,  wher^pon  she 
obseived,  that,  if  that  was  the  case,  I 
should  have  some  indulgence  for  otherswho 
submitted  to  petticoat  government, -^^--^hM 
she  appeals  to  my  Lord  Folkestone,  whe 
^*"as  present  at  this  interview,  it  }s  cer- 
tainly her  memory  must  have  failed 
her ;  for,  she  would  hardly  have  know* 
ingly  and  uselessly  exposed  herself  to  the 
certain  contempt  of  even  one  person.— *— 
It  is  a  very  just  remark,  that  those  who 
make  free  with  facts  should  bate  gootf 
memories;  and  this  is  particularly  necet* 
sary,  when  time  and  place  are  of  any  con* 
Sequence.  Mrs.  Clarke  says,  that  my 
hostility,  as  she  calls  it,  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  arose  from  the  Duke's  r^fiisai  to 
dine  with  me.  Now,  in  the  first  place, 
h(>w  was  I  to  know  of  this  refusal  ?  She 
does  not  pretend,  thut  she  ever  had  any 
intercourse  with  me  in  her  life.  How, 
therefore,  was  I  to  know  of  the  Duke's 
refusal  ?  But,  it  is  UNeless  to  reason  about 
w  hat  is,  by  undeniable  facts,  profed  to  be 
false.  By  r^erring  to  the  Vobmtes  qf  thi 
Register,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  the  far 
.greater  part  of  my  wrliincrs  agtiinst  tha 
Duke  qf  York  took  place  in  1804  and 
1805.;  whereas  the  invitation  to  dine  with 
Mrs.  Clarke  took  phice  late  in  the  month  cf 
February  1800.  The&e  dates  it  is  impos- 
sible for  her  to  explain  away,  f  They  con- 
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tain  proof  positive,  complete  proqf,  that 
what  she  says  about  my  rootiTes  in  at- 
tacking the  Duke  of  York  t«  faUe;  and> 
it  Is  very  fair  for  nie  to  conclude,  as  in 
sincerity  I  do  believe^  that  what  she  says 
about  the  motives  qf  others  is'  equally  false. 
In  other  rate*  iJ»#ff  j^^—r^^  more  diffi- 
cult to  come  at;  buJjHrtlimk,  that  it  is 
▼ery  fair  to  consi  j^ir  this  as  a  critcribn  of 
her  veracity  y^nd  that,  as  I  said  from  the 
first,  in  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  York,  that 
her  evidence  alone,  unsupported  ^  tf»y  other, 
ought  not  to  be  taken,  especially  when 
given  against  any  one,  on  whom  she  ma- 
nifestly thirsted  for  revenge,  as  was  the 
case  during  the  investigation,  and  as  is 
equai]}*^  the  case  now.  She  has  changed 
her  objects;  but  her  vindictiveness  is  not 
less  active  now  against  Mr.  Wardle,  Major 
Dodd,  Sir   Richard    Phillips  and  others,' 

than  it  was  against  the  Duke  of  York. 

Another  of  her  statements  qf  motives  will>  I 
think,  satisfy  the  reader  as  to  her  correct- 
ness in  this  way. That,  when  I  went 

lo  see  her,  along'  with  Lord  Folkestone,  in 
Wcstbourne  Place  (I  never  saw  her  but 
that  time  in  my  life),  I  said  very  civil 
things  to  her,  because  she  was  then  the  key- 
stone  qf  Mr.  Wardle' s  fame.  She  says,  that 
it  was  "  During  the  Investigaium'*  that 
Lord  Folkestone  took  me  to  see  her ;'  and 
that,  then,  while  she  was  qf  so  much  use 
mgainst  the  Duke  qf  York,  and  the  key-stone 
^  Mr,  Wardle* s  fame ;  it  was  then,  and  for 
that  cause,  that  I  praised  her  ;  and  that  I 
have  abused  her  since  I  found  that  she 
was  no  longer  doin^  what  she  was  then 

floing. Here  agam  she  is  overset  by 

dtUes.  She  should  keep  a  journal ;  or, 
•he  should  endeavour  to  strengthm  her  me- 
mory.    Is  there  no  patent  medicine  for  im* 

potence  in  the  recollecting  faculties  ? 

This  is  a  very  plausible  story  of  hers, 
and  all  hangs  together  very  nicely,  'till  the 
reader  is  told,  that  the  day;  on  which 
Lord  Folkestone  took  me  to  see  Mrs.  Clarke 
(I  never  saw  her  but  once)  was  the  third 
day  qfJune,  I S09.  almost  thre^  months  c^er 
the  Investigation  was  ended ;  above  a  fort- 
night (as  will  be  seen  by  her  own  letter, 
p.  103,  Vol.  n.)  aflershe  had  come  to  an 
open  rupture  with  Mr,  Wardle  t  and  two 
i\diyB<tfler  Wright,  her  Upholsterer,  had  mmde 
his  demand  upon  Mr,  ^Ftfrrf/e.— And  yet, 
observe,  she  positively  aisserts,  that  it  was 
during  the  investigation  and  while  she  was- 
serving  the  yiews  qf  Col.  Wardle,  that  I  went 
to  see  bef  and  to  say  civil  things  to  her  ! 

1  never  was  in  London,  durinff  the  In- 

I  was  not  in  London^  that 


year,  'till  the  2nd  day  of  June.  So  that 
here  again  is  proof^ positive,  proof  the 
moet  complete,  of  fthehoodt  proceeding 
either  from  a  deliberately  wicked  mind, 
or  from  a  total  wanf  of  memory.  Be  it 
which  it  may,  it  shews  that  her  iore  word 
is  worth  nothing  at  alL  And,  then,  ob- 
serve, that,  in  the  whole  of  the  book,  there 
is  nothing  alledgad  against  tmy  bod^,  where 
the  allegation  doe*  not  rest  s^lefy^qm  her 
bare  word;  for,  a»  to  the  letter  of  mj 
Lord  Folkestone,  it  contains  opfluewf  mere* 
ly,  which  opinions  are  conditional,  the 
condition  being,  that  what  she  had  said  vtt 
true;  and,  I  am  satisfied,  tljat  his  lordship  bit 
now  found  itto  have  been  as  false  as  then 

her  assertions  relating  to  me. 1  think, 

that  this  might  suffice  ;  but  I  will  fire 
one  more  instance.  It  relates  to  the  W 
in  the  trial  of  the    action  brought  b;^ 

Wright She    says  :    "  M^   Cobbett 

"  having  got  wind  of  the  impending  din- 
*'  ger  oH^is  friend'*  popularity,  akuk  sm 
"  inquiries  upon  the  subject,  and  bearing« 
'« thrauf^  Mr.  Waitkmtm,  that  be  htdieen 
"  the  Colonel's  Brief,  which  evinced  in 
"  unspotted  case,  he  gave  him  his  assurance 
''of  support  in  hii  Weekly  Register, hot 
"  expressed  a  desire  to  see  a  fair  copy  of 
"  it,  which  Mr.  Corfieki  immediately  pre- 
"  pared  unth  all  necessary  omissiau,  and 
"  Wardle  sent  it  off  to  Botley.  Cobbett 
"  and  Waithfloian  being  impressed  with  t 
"  belief  that  this  Brief  contained  thetrAo^ 
"  transaction,  and  it  in  no  way  impeached 
"  the  character  of  their  friend  Wardle,  is 
"  a  gentleman,  and  a  mm  qf  honour,  tbe^ 
'' predicted  the  moU  fntmrtMe  rtsultto  hit 
"  cause.-^— -  As  the  trial  approached,  and 
"  as  Colonel  Wardle'sfearsifradualiy nude 
"  him  w{fbld  circumstances  that  were  nrt 
"  touched  upon  in  the  briefs,  whiek  bad 
"  been  prepared  expressfy  to  preserve  hit  ck' 
"  racier  with  OMeU  and  Wtnthmm,  Mr. 
"  Corfield  began  to  see  a  little  more  inte 
"  the  real  situation  of  his  client,  and  ad* 

"  vised      accordingly." One    wooW 

hardly  think  it  possible,  that  any  penon 
in  the  world  could  sit  down  and  pen  wch 
a  string  of  falsehoods.  Yet,  I  solemnly 
declare,  L  that,  so  far  fixun  making  aof 
inquiriw  about  Writtht's  action,  I  ^^^ 
heard  of  it,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  'till  I  »^ 
an  account  of  the  trial ;  2.  thatMr.  Wailh- 
man  never  wrote  to  me,  or  spoke  to  in^ 
upon  the  wbject  in  his  life ;  S.  thali 
never  ezpressed  any  desire  lo  **  rj 
brief;  4.  that,  the  copy  of  the  brief  wbicj 
was  sent  me  (and  that  not  'till  ^^ 
trial)  wai  a  copy»  which  had  been  «•  o^ 
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ind  that  contained  the  notes  m  the  hand 
%oriimg  of  the  counsel, — "^These  are  spa- 
onDens  of  Mrs.  Clitrke's  teramty.  In  fact, 
Ihe  whole  book,  with  the  exceptions  of  here 
and  th^re  a  fact,  is  a  romance ;  a  tbin^  of 
pare  invention.  Here  and  there  a.^icl  has 
been  laid  hold  of,  such,  for  instance,  as 
ny  having  been  at  Westbaurnc  Place  Ufith 
Card  JMettane;  that  is  trae ;  but  all  the 
circumstances  epgrafted  on  it  are  false, 
though  stated  with  so  moch  confidence. 
And,  why  should  not  this  be  the  case 
with  regard  to  those  stories,  which'  are 
related  of  oAiers^  and  which,  indeed,  have 
the  word  fake  written  upon  their  front } 
*—-^Tbe  stones  about  a  mis^vst  kept  by 
Mr.  WAat>LB,  and  another  visited  by 
MAJoa  DoDD,  are,  I  am  satisfied,  wholly 
groondlest.— — As  to  the  DUKE  OV 
KENT,  there  is  not,  in  this  book,  the 
gUmpse  rf  a  prwjf  that  he  had,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  any  hand  at  all  in 
stirring  the  inquiries  against  the  Duke  of 
York.  Here  are  letters  from  all  sorts  of 
persons ;  but,  under  the  hand  of  no  one, 
•xcept  that  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  do  you  see 
any  thing  relating,  in  the  most  distant 
manner,  to  the  Duke  of  Kent.  This  ac- 
cusation against  the  Duke  of  Kent  has 
been  hatched,  like  all  the  other  accuser 
tions.  It  rests  solely  upon  Mrs.  Clarke's 
word ;  her  bare  word  ;  which  is,  indeed, 

BOW  become  bare  enough. 1  have  read 

this  book  through  with  great  attention ; 
and  I  do  not  find,  that,  exoept  as  far  as 
Mrs.  Clarke's  mere  aswrtum  goes,  it  con- 
tains any  thing  that  can,  in  any  sound 
mind,  injure  any  body;  and,  as  to  the 
chief  objects  of  her  malice,  Messrs^  War- 
DLB  and  DoDD,  not  a  shadow  of  proof  is 
there,  that  either  of  them  ever  did  or  said 
any  thing  dishonourable ;  nay,  any  thing 
at  all  improper,  or  unbecoming  them. 
It  has  been  asked,  by  some  per- 
sons: '^  How  can  you  account  for  this 
«'  active  and  eager  interference  of  Major 
''  Dodd,  unless  you  tvppose,  that  the  I)ukc  qf 
«'  Kent  set  him  on  f -There  may,  in- 
deed, exist  a  doubi  upon  this  point ;  a  n»- 
picion  may  exist ;  but,  sorely,  here  is  no 
proof.  Great  men,  in  general,  ridicule 
the  idea  of  making  them  responsible  for 
what  their  secretaries  do,  eoen  in  their  qf- 
JiccM  ;  and,,  where,  then,  is  the  justice  of 
making  the  Duke  of  Kent  answerable  fior 
what  his  Secretary  did  oiUitfhii  qffice,  and 
ma  of  his  house  f  I  have  known  some^ 
thing  of  Mr.  Dodd  for  ten  years  past;  and 
I  should  suppose  him  to  havelbUowed  the 
ditetatei  •!  m  wnim4  io  co-operating 


with  Mr.  Wardle.    At  any  ratt^  there  i» 
no  proof,  nor  the  semblance  of  proof,  to^ 
the  contrary ;  and  yet,  it  is  stated,  in  the 
public  prints,  that  Mr.  Dodd's  brother  of- 
ficers, that  is  to  say  the  officers  qf  Artillery,, 
have  made  a  declaration,  that  they  wiil 
not  associate  with  him,  and  this  upon  the 
ground  of  Mrs.  Clarke's  charges  aeainst 
him.    The  least  offensive  part  of  this  de- 
claration b  its  injustice,  though  that  is 
offensive  enough.     But,  the  baseness  of  it 
is  beyond  all  description.    What,  then  ! 
They  thought  Mr.  Dodd  was  down,  did 
they?  They,  at  least,  saw  him  marked 
out,  and  closely  pursued ;  and,  like  the 
herd  in  the  forest,*they  not  only  declined 
to  defend  him ;  but  actually  pitched  on 
him  in  a  body.    I  should  hope,  that  thia 
report  is  not  true.    I  have  witnessed  » 
great  deal  of  baseness  in  my  time ;  but,  I 
do  not  know  that  I  ever  even  heard  of  any 
thing" quite  ^o  base  as  this,  especially  when 
the  profession  of  these  persons   is  taken 
into  vi^.-'*— There  has  been  much  talk 
about  the  Letter  of  Lord  Folkestone,  as  if 
it  was,  at  least,  a  proof  of  gre^it  folly.  I  see, 
for  my  part,  no  such  proof  in  it.    I  would 
not  have  written  to  Mrs.  Clarke ;  but, 
what  wou'd  have  been  very  foolish  in  a 
man,  situated  as  I  am,- might  be  very  na* 
tural  in  a  man  situated  as  Lord  Folkestone 
is.     It  was  a  letter  written  wiUiout  much 
thought ;.   but,  I  believe,  that  if  the  kept 
women,  the  strumpets  of  fashion,  could  all 
be  induced  to  publish  their  correspon- 
dences, there  would  appear  a  hundred 
letters  more  foolish  for  one  less  foolish* 
than  this.        The  use,  which  Mrs.  Clarke 
makes,  or  would  make,  of  this  letter,  is  a 
clear  proof  of  her  want  of  foundation  for 
any  charges  against  the  Duke  of  Kent, 
Mr.  Warale  and  Mr.  Dodd ;    for  what 
does  the  letter  of  Lord  Folkestone  contain, 
with  regard  to  them  ?    Why,  an  expres- 
sion of  bad  opinion ;   but,  then,  that  bad 
opinion  is  expressly  grounded  upon  what  she 
had  told  him !  The  letter  does,  in  fact,  con- 
tain nothing  more  than  conclusions  draiwm 
from  premises  furnished  by  herseff;  and,  she 
has  the  impudence  to  publish  these  con*, 
elusions  as  corroborating  the  truik  <f  tho$c 
premises.  - —  Lord  Folkestone  his  now 
pMicty  retracted  the  bad  opinion,  as  hedidt 
privately  long  ago  ;  and  Mrs.  Clarke  ex- 
presses her  curiosity  to  know  what  it  is 
that  cm  have  altered  hb  lordship's  op>^ 
nioo.    Onfy  the  finding  that  it  was  found'- 
ed  ifm  her  false  assertions ;  thatisalL   Ha 
ob^ned,  so  early  as  about  Christmas  last^ 
iPMspkta  proof  th^  what  ihu  hadu>ld  him 
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was  false;  and^Hkea  ju»t  and  honourable 
niao,  he  iminediately  told  Mr.  Wardle, 
that  he  had  rrabibed  opinions  injarious  to 
him,  and  had  expressed  himself  accord- 
ingly. He  did  not  recollect  what  he  had, 
at  the  same  time,  said  about  ]VIr.  Dodd; 
if  he  had  recollected  it,  hi;  would  have 

made  mention  of  that  also, The  letter 

of  Lord  Folkestone,  taken  together  with  the 
retractation,  are>iq  fact^the  strongest  pre- 
sumptive proofs  of  the  faUhood  of  Mrs. 
Clarke;  and,  indeed,  if  anything  could  now 
be  wanting  to  convince  the  public,  that  all 
the  calumnies,  of  every  sort,  issued  by  her 
ftnd  her  associates  against  Mr.  Wardle, 
have  had  their  origin  in  a  most  foul. and 
infamous  Conspiracy,  these  documents  must 
produce  that  con? iction^ 

Scarcity  pF  Cohn.  —  Since  I  men- 
tioned this  subject  before,  I  have  seen 
more  and  heard  more,  relative  to  it;  and, 
every  thing  that  I  have  seen,  or  heard, 
fends  to  confirm  me  in  the  opinion,  that 
the  crop  of  wheat  will  be  short  beyond  all 
example.  1  still  thii^k,  that  it  will  not  be 
ha(f  so  great  as  the  last  year's  crop  ;  and, 
I  should  not  at  all  wonder  to  see  it  forty 
or  fiftv  pounds  a  load  (40  bushels),  even 
though  Buonaparte  should  suffer  us  to  get 
all  w^  can  from  the  continent  of  Europe; 
and,  if  he  should  put  a  stop  to  all  exporta- 
tion of  corn,  th&  price  must  be  enormous, 

and  the  consequences  may  be  fatal. 

The  short  crop  of  grass  will  greatly  add  to 
the  calamity;  for  the  scarcity  of  hay 
mtist  necessarily  compel  people  to  keep 
horses  more  upon  oats,  and  that  will  cause 
another  diminution  in  the  food  of  man. 
From  the  long- continued  drought,  there 
is  a  likelihood  that  fodder  will  be  scarce. 
Cattle  are  every  where  selling  at  reduced 
prices.  Ev^ry  one  seems  to  wish  to  set 
rid  of  mouths^  The  consequence  of  this 
>till  be,  that  meat  will  be  compara- 
tively cheap  for  a  little  while,  and, 
in  winter,  excessively  dear.  It  is 
Dcnseuse  to  say,  that  the  wheat  has 
mended.  It  cannot  mend,  where  there 
is  none  upon  the  ground;  and  that  is  so  ge- 
nerally the  case  as  to  make  the  prospect 

truly  alarming. Some  people  comfort 

themselves  with  the  prospect  of  great 
importationa/roffi  America.  America  never 
did,  and  never  can,  jjive  us  any  v^ry 
large  supply ;  and  besides^  wheat  is  now 
ten  shillmgs  a  bushel  in  America,  and,  of 
course,  it  could  not  reach  us  under  about 
forty  pounds  a  load.  So' that,  at  this  rno^ 
ment,  wheat,  brought  from  America,  must, 
ia  order  to  answer  the  ^rpose  of  the  im- 


porter,  be  sold- much  dearer  th(^n  whei^  ii 
now  selling  here.— From  America,  then, 
nothing  ot  any  ponscquence  cau  be  ex- 
pected  ;  and  the  only  question  is,  ivhe* 
ther  Buonaparte  will,  or  will  notf  permit 
corn  to  be  sent  from  the  Baltic  to  Eng- 
land ;  if  the  former^  the  price  may,  possi- 
bly, be  kept  a  little  dowja ;  b\it,  if  he 
does  not  permit  us  to  ge{  com  frpni  tbe 
Baltic,  my  sincere  opinion  is,  that  wheaf 
will  be  SOshiHings  a  bushel,  and  the  qmrtan 
lp(^  half  a  crown,  before  Christmai;  aai 
certainly,  that,  lei  what  will  take  place  as 
to  importation,  meat  will  be  exceedingly 

dear. "  Forewarned,  forjearmed,'*  tfiey 

say ;  but,  the  only  jonmng  that  caa  ^voil 
us  in  a  case  like  tnis  is  that  oi patience 
For,  as  to  "  substitutes,"  and  making  come 
flour,  and  the  like,  they  are  of  no  use  at 
all.  The  e?il  is  a  deficiency. in  the  qsas^ 
qffood,  taking  all  soru  together ;  and  £or 
this  there  is  really  no  other  remedy  tbaa 
that  of  doing  with  leu  food  than  usual,  until 
a  more  abundant  supply  can  be  obtained* 

J:^  In  my  next,  I  shall  give  some  ac- 
count of  the  Trial,    Why  I  do  not  gi?e  it 

here,  shall  then  be  stated.  

W**.  COBBBTT. 

London,  22(f  June,  1810. 

■ 

COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Fifteeath  Volume  of  the  abore 
Work  is  in  the  ]^ress,-and  will  be  publish- 
ed with  all  proper  dispatch.  All  Con* 
munications  will  be  carefully  attended  to; 
but  it  is  particularly  requested  that  they 
may  be  forwarded  as  early  as  possible. 


King's  Speech  at  the  Prorogation. 
On  Thursday,  the  2 1  at  of  June,  the  Par- 
liament was  prorogued  with  the  follow- 
ing Speech,  by  Commission*: 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ;  His  Majesty 
has  commanded  us  tQ  acquaint  yooi  th9t» 
as  the  public  business  is  now  concluded; 
he  thinks  it  proper  to  put  an  end  to  the 
present  Session  of  Parliament.— We  art 
commanded  by  his  M^yesty  to  expr«f 
the  satisfaction  he  derived  from  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Island  of  Guadaloupe  by  h» 
Majesty's  arms,  an  event  which,  for  ^ 
first  time  i^  the  history  of  the  Vart  <[j 
Great  Britain,  has  wrested  from  France  all 
her  possessions  in  that  quarter  of  the 
world  ;  and  which,  together  with  the  sab- 
sequent  capture  of  the  only  coiowes  » 
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the  West  Indies  which  remained  m  the 
posseasioo  of  the  Dutch,  has  deprived  his 
Majesty's  enemies  of  every  port  in  those 
8eas,  from  which  the  interests  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, or  the  commerce  of  his  subjects,  can 
bemoksted.    . 

Oentienen  «f  the  House  of  Commons  ; 
His  Majesty  h^%  commanded  us  to  thank 
yoa  for  the  liheral  and   ample  supplies 
which  you  have  granted  for  the  services  of 
the  present  year — His  Majesty  deeply  re« 
gretsthe  necessary  extent  of  the  demands 
which  those  services  have  created;  but 
we  are  commanded  to  express  to  you  the 
consolation  which  he  has  derived  fromob- 
scrvhig  that  the  resources  of  the  country, 
imiifesting  themselves  by  every  mark  of 
prosperity,  by   a  revenue  hncreasing  fn 
ahnost  all  its  branches,  and  by  a  com- 
merce.  extending  itself  in  new  channels, 
and  with  an  increased  vigour  in  propor- 
tion as  the  enemy  has  in  vain  attempted  to 
destroy  it;  have  enabled  you  to  provide 
forthecxpencesof  the  year  without  im- 
posing *he  harden  of  any  new  taxation  in 
Great  Britain  ;  and  that,  while  the  taxes 
which  have  been  necessarily  resorted  to 
fox  Ireland  have  been  imposed  upon  arti- 
cles which  will  not  interfere  with  the  grow- 
ing prosperity  of  that  countri',  you  have 
found  it  coBsistent  with  a  due  regrard  to  its 
finances  to  diminish  some  df  those  biir* 
dens,  and  relax  some  of  those  regulations 
of  revenue  wfcich  had  been  felt  the  most 
rnconvement  in  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.— His    Majesty    further    com- 
maods  us  to  return  you  his  thanks  for  the 
provision  which  you  have  enabled  him  to 
make  for  the  establi^ment  of  his  Serene 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Brunswick. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ;  His  Mat^ 
jesty  has,  directed  us  to  acquaint  you^ 
that  Portugal,  rescued  from  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  enemy,  by  the  powerUil  as- 
sistance of  his  Majesty's  arms,  has  ex- 
erted herself  with  vigour  and  energy  in 
making  every  preparation  for  repelling, 
with  the  continued  aid  of  his  Majesty^s 
forces,  any  renewed  atUck  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy :  and  that  in  Spain,  notwith- 
standing. the  reverses  which  have  been 
teperienced,  the  spirit  of  resistance  against 
France  still  continues  unsubdued  and 
unabatied:  And  his  Majcvsty  commands 
t»  to  assure  you  of  his  firm  and  un- 
ahcred  conviction,  that  not  only  the 
honour  of  his  Throne,  but  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  dominions,  require  his  most 
ktrenooiis  and  persevering  assistance  to 
the  glorms  efibrt$  of  those  loyal  naticms. 


—His  Majesty  has  commanded  us  to  re« 
commend  to  you,  upon  your  return  to  your 
respective  counties,  to  use  your  best  exer* 
tions  to  promote  that  spirit  of  order  and 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  that  general 
concord  amongst  all  classes  of  his  Majes* 
ty's  subjects,  which  can  alone  give,  full 
effect  to  his  Majesty's  paternal  care  for 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  his  people. 
His  Majesty  has  the  fullest  reliance  upon 
the  afiections  of -his  subjects,  whose  Iqyalty 
and  attachment  have  tiitherto  supported 
him  through  that  lonsc  and  eventful  period^ 
during  which  it  has  pleased  Divine  Provi- 
defnce  to  commit  the  interests  of  these 
Dominions  to  his  charge.  His  Majes^ 
feels  that  the  preservation  of  domestic 
^eace  and  tranquillity^  under  the  protect 
tion  of  the  Law,  and  in  obedience  to  its 
authority,  is  amongst  the  most  important 
duties ^which  be  owes  to  his  people.— Hit 
Majesty  commands  us  to  assure  you  that 
he  will  not  be  wanting  in  the  discharge 
of  that  duty ;  and  his  Majesty  will  always 
rely  with  confidence  on  the  continued  sup* 
port  6f  his  loyal  subjects,  to  enable  him 
to  resist  with  success  the  designs  of  foreign 
enemies,  •  and  to  transmit  unimpaired  td 
posterity  the  blessings  of  the  British  Con* 
stitution. 

Absolutions,  Petitions,  Remonstkancbsi 
4*^.  en  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject  rnii 
Parliamentary  Kbform,  1810. 
(Cmtmtiedfromp,  d2S.) 

LIVERPOOL  PETITION,  emchded. 
And  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  Bart,  also  a 
Member  of  your  hon.  House,  having  in  a 
Letter  to  his  Constittrents,  on  the  com« 
mittal  of  John  Gale  Jones,  questioned  the 
right  of  your  honourable  House  to  com* 
mit  any  one,  not  being  a  Member  of  the 
same,  for  an  oHence  cognizable  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  has,  for  the  publishing  of 
the  above-mentioned  Letter,  been  himself 
committed  a  prisoner  to  the  Tower.—  , 
Your  Petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  state, 
that,  reflecting  upon  the  long  continued 
impunity  of  the  authors  of  national  disas« 
terS)  and  also  upon  the  impunity  of  lord 
Castlereagh,  and  the  vindication  of  Par- 
liamentary Corruption,  as  compared  with 
the  proceedings  lately  -adopted  against 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  they  are  greatly  ap« 
prehensive  that  an  opinion  may  go  abroad 
among  the  people  at  large,  that  a  zealous 
maintenance  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
is  a  more  flagrant  offence  in  the  eyes  of 
your  hoDoursMe  House,  thaa  the  wanton 
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dettniction,  by  rasbneM  and  imbecility,  of 
thousancU  of  his  Majesty's  gallant  soldiers 
and  seamenj  the  profuse  expenditure  of 
the  public  resources,  or  the  corruption  of 
the  representation  of  the  people. — Your 
Petitioners,  abstaining  from  animadver- 
sions on  matters  which  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, become  the  subjects  of  legal  inves- 
tigation, humbly  state  to  your  honourable 
House,  that,  considering  the  premises,  and 
bein^;  anxiously  desirous  that  the  true 
dignity  of  your  honourable  House  should 
be  maintained,  they  do  strongly,  but  re* 
ipectfuUy  press  upon  the  consideration  of 
your  honourable  Hovse  the  necessity  of  a 
Reform  in  the  Commons'  House  oi  Par- 
liament, which  may  en'tdre  the  purity  and 
integrity  of  your  honourable  House,  and 
above  all  the  responHibfli^y  uf  Ministeri.*^ 
.And  they  further  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
thtf  wisdom  of  your  honourable  House,  the 
expediency  of  summoning  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  to>  assist  in.'  the  deliberatifior 
^hich  must  necessarily  take  place  on  thin 
inomentous  subject**and  also  of  perform^ 
ing,  what  your  Petitioners  cannot  but 
consider  as  an  act  of  justice,  by  the  libe* 
ration  of  John  Gale  Jones  from  imprisoo- 
Biant. 


NOTTINGHAM  RESOLUTIONS. 
[The  6th  Retokition  was,  by  mistake, 
omitted  at  page  923 ;  and  is  as  fbUows.] 
8.  That  the  pledge  which  w^  demand 
is,  that  they  do  not  sacrifice  the  Liberties 
of  the  people  to  their  own  undefined 
Privileges,  and  use  constant  and  unceasing 
exertions  to  obtain  a  thorough.  Reform,  in 
the  Commons'  House  of  Parliament. 
To  this  we  look  as  necessary  to  the  secu- 
rity of  our  Liberties,  to  the  salvation  of 
our  Country.  If  the  House  of  Commons 
be  not  the  Representative  of  the  People, 
but  of  Peers— Where  is  the.  People's 
Voice  to  be  heard ;  where  is  their  cause 
to  be  pleaded?  When  the  House  of 
Commons  shall  truly  represent  the  Peo- 
ple, the  Privileges  of  the  Commons  and 
the  Liberties  of  the  People  will  be  one.— 
They  will  then  ensure  at  once  our  respect, 
our  confidence,  and  our  ^rm  and  united 
support. 


To  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  Tile  Address 
cf^  the  Electors  and  Inhabitants  qf 
the  Town  q/  Nottingham,  inJuU  Meet'- 
ing  assembled. 

Sir;  In  a  period  of  general  Depravity 


and  Corruption,  when  all  Classes  are 
more  or  less  the  slaves  of  Licentioosoest 
and  Vice,  and  from  some,  Virtue  seemi 
almost  to  have  taken  her  flight,  wltien  Pri* 
vate  Interest  almost  universally  predoni* 
nates  over  the  Public  Good,  it  requires  no 
common  dearee  of  Firmneiss  and  Integrity 
to  stand  forth,  and  oppose  the  inpetuoui 
Torrent— In  such  circumstance,  the  nan 
is  rarely  to  be  found,  who  can  at  once 
resist  the  Temptations  of  Wealth  and 
Pow^r,  despise  the  I'auuts  and  Ridicaleof 
those  who  have  sacrificed  Conscience  st 
the  shrine  of  Interest,  brave  the  Thr^ 
of  those  who  strive  to  crush  all  Oppositioa 
with  the  irop  hand  of  Power,  smile  attks 
Frown  of  Adversity,  and  remain  undanoted 
at  the  sight  of  the  walls  of  a  IVis<uk  Bat 
rare  as  is  the  discovery,  we  are  witling  to 
.hope  and  believe  that  the  Peo^e  of  £nf- 
land  have  found  such  a  man  in  You. 

In  this  dearth  of  Public  Virtne,  labour- 
ing under  repeated  IXisappoinuneoUi 
tbouffh  not  yet  sunk  into  despair,  we  ni- 
turalTy  become  cautious  in  giving  foil 
credit  to  any  man»  entil  his  integri'y  htt 
been  tried,  and  we  have  reason  to  beliore 
that  his  Private  Conduct  corresponds  with 
his  Public  Professions.  From  what  we 
have  been  able  to  learn  of  your  Prirstc 
Life,  the  Duties  of  the  several  BelatioDS 
in  which  you  stand  to  Society,  whether  ss 
Landlord,  Husband,  Father  or  Frtendi 
have  been  projperly  fulfilM.  With  the 
greater  confidence,  therefore,  we  have 
looked  for  a  faithful  Discharge  of  yoor 
Public  Duties,  nor  have  our  Ezpectatiooi 
been  hitherto  disappointed.  When  by 
what  is  generally  deemed  a  trifling  s^cn* 
fice  of  Principle,  you  might  have  basked 
in  the  sun  shine  of  Prosperity,  yon  hare 
chosen  to  weather  the  Storms  ef  Adversity, 
folded  in  the  Mantle  of  Integrity. 

At  one  time  ihe  object  of  general  odioBi 
insulted  by  an  in&tuated  and  misgodeo 
People,  you  shrunk  not  from  the  Field  of 
Duty  to  seek  Popular  Applause.  Bat  at 
length,  in  a  great  measure  through  your 
instrumentality,  the  eyes  of  the  P^P^^ 
are  opened,  thcjr  Burdens  have  iwdt 
them  feel,  and  their  feelings  have  e» 
lightened  their  understandings.  They 
now  see  their  real  firiend^,  anci  are  resdV 
to  ofier  their  Tribute  of  Gratitnde  to  yot 
For  your  recent  conduct,  for  your  firtj 
stand  in  defence  of  the  Liberties  sod 
Rights  of  Britons  accept  our  unqotlii^ 
Thanks.  But  gratifying  aa  the  expresioi 
of  the  Approba^n  of  yourEeUow-sabjed* 
must  necessarily  \tt  to  jroor  Fealing^  ^ 
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trait  tliatywi  fftmemnmutk  higher  source 
of  grftlificaltoD  ID  thf^Mfobation  of  your 
own  Conscience.  4l|B«  Sir,  tn  your  ho- 
nourable career.  N^ffoit  is  lost  Let 
ut  not  in  this  instance  suflBer  disappoint- 

«it.    So  shall  the  Tirtuoorffart  of  yx>ur 
o^-suhjects  rerere  and  lore  you,  and 
Blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  pe- 
nsn,  shall  cooms  upon  yon. 

THE  CHRISTIANS' PETITION, 
PrmaUed  to  ike  Mouse  of  Commons  by  Sa- 
muel Whitbrtmd,  Eip  on  Pridt^fJtme  9th, 
IBia 
To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  this 
United  Kingdom  in   Parliament   as- 
'    sembled,  The  humble  Petition  of  the  un- 
dersigned Christians  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves, 4ind  others  who    agree  with 
them  in  considering  absolute  liberty  of 
conscience  respecting  religion  to  be 
the  unalienable  right  of  all  men, 
Sheweth;  That  it  is  the  duty  pf  all 
men,  to  examine  as  diligently  as  may*  be 
in  their  power  the  doctrines  of  religion; 
and  after  such   diligent  examination,  to 
adopt  and  to  profess  what  may  appear  to 
them  to  be  the  truth ;  and  that  in  the  per- 
formance of  that  duty  men  ought  not  to 
he  obsbriacted  or  discouraged,  or  other- 
Irise  tem|>ted  to  act  hypocritically  by  any 
law,  tending  to  \)ias  tnem  in  the  course  of 
such  exasninatioo  of  tho  doctrines  of  reli- 
gion, by  subjeciing    them   in  the  case 
of  their  dissentii^^  from  the  doctrine  of 
any  established  Church,  to  sufier  death 
by  burning  or  otherwise ;  or  to  sufifer  any 
corporal  or  pecuniary  punishment,  or  be 
injured  in  their  reputation  by  any  disabi- 
litymore  or  less  disgraceful. 

Tliat  your  Petitioners  acknowledge  with 
high  satisfitction^that  in  the  present  reign 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  to- 
wards the  full  restoration  of  the  rights  of 
conscience  by  the  wisdom  of  Parliament 
sad  the  benignity  of  the  King,  rescinding 
▼ariotts  laws  in  whole  or  in  part  which 
were  riolations  of  those  rights  :  yet  since 
ether  Penal  Laws  not  less  injurious  to  those 
rights  remain  unrepealed,  since  some  of 
mae  laws  subject  to  corporal  punishments 
er  pecunianr  penalties;  othen,  as  in  the 
case  <tf  the  Test  Laws  passed  in  the  reign 
<^Charles  Hd.  subject  to  dijigrace,  disabu 
K^  and  priTation  of  cItiI  rights,  persons 
whose  oDily  ofience  it  is,  thai  in  confor- 
■lity  wiUi  their  duty,  they  hare  examined 
the  doctrmes  of  religion,  and  by  such  mca* 
minatioa  haie  been  induced  to  embrace 
Mi  to  pio&^  ro^gious  opiattns  diffntnl 


from  the  doetri/ies  of  the  established 
Church ;  your  Petitioner^^  feel  it  to-  be 
their  duty  humbly,  but  earnestly  to  re* 
monstrate  against  ttm  longer  continue 
anoe  of  any  of  these  intolerant  laws;, 
and  they  do  in  conformity  with  the  pre-*, 
mises  ezpreisly  petition  tnis  Honourable 
House,  that  every  such  unjust  law  may  be 
repealed,  and  the  rights  of  conscience  may 
thus  be  restored  to  all  the  subjects  of  thia 
united  kingdom ;  at  the  same  time  ther 
declare  to  this  Honourable  House,  that  if 
the  legislature  of  our  country  should  not 
feel  themselva«  continced^as  your  Peti- 
tioners do,  that  erery  trace  of  intoler- 
ance ought  to  be  immediately  expung- 
ed from  our  statutes,  yet  if  the  repeal 
oir  modification  of  any  of  our  intolerant 
laws  should  now  take  place,  particularly 
if  the  Test  Laws«  as  far  as  they  afiect 
our  military  force  by  sea  and  land, 
should  now  be  repealed,  your  Petitioners 
would  riew  with  sincere  gratitude  any  such 
measure,  as  a  still  farther  advance  towiurds 
the  complete  .restoration  of  the  righta  o^ 
conscience,  aiid  at  this  crisis  would  con- 
sider it  as  having  a  salutary  tendency  to 
allay  religious  animosities,  and  to  unite 
the  great  mass  of  the  community,  in  a 
ziealoos  defence  of  the  empire  against  the 
meditated  attack  of  our  gigantic  and  all- 
grasping  enemy.  And  your  Petitioners 
shall  ever  pray. 

To  the  Christians'  Petition  for  liberty  of 
conscience  the  l%natures  annexed,  by 
Roman  Catholics,  members  of  the  Church 
of  England  and  Protestant  Dissenters, 
which  are  contained  in  sixteen  duplicates^ 
amount  to,  viz.—  Names. 

In  the  duplicate  from  Sheffield       73 
In  that  from  Richmond  .•.••••••      68 

Newcastle  #. 40 

Hull.... 4JI 

Leeds 15(1 

Derby IS? 

Loughborough    ^.      60 

York  and  Wakefield  ........  ...      29 

Stockton 40 

NoUingham l90 

London ••     117 

Exeter ,! 100 

Taunton 84 

Gloucester  « 6a 


Birmingh: 


ft 


130 


Norwich  W. 170 

The  total  amount  of  16  duplicates  1,560 

N.  B.  A  Duplicate  from  Manchester 
containing  93  signatures,  oi^  account  of  in<» 
fonaaU^»  baa  boeo  kt!Ojtb«cli^ 
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THE  DUKE  OF  KENT- 


The  Duke  ofKent  having  seen  a  recent 
publication,  entitled  '•  The  Rival  Priace>/' 
m  which  he  is  charged  with  having  sanc- 
tioned and  encouraged  the  adoption  and 
proaecation  of  measures  tending  to  the 
maniteai  injury  of  a  brother's  honour  and 
interests,  it  \h  impossible  that  he  should 
not  feel  anxious  to  counteract  Immediately 
the  impression  which  must  dwell  vith  the 
cduntry,  while  such  foul  and  unmerited 
aspersicfns  remain  unnoticed.  To  remove, 
therefore,  from  his  character  that  stigma 
l^hich  would  Justly  attach  to  it,  if  it  were 
not  in  his  power  to  prove  that  there  has 
not  at  any  time  existed  the  smallest  foun- 
dation for  a  charge,  at  the  very  idea  of 
^bich  cverjr  honest  man  must  recoil  with 
horror.and  indignation,  the  Duke  of  Kent 
has  determined  to  lay  before  the  public 
die  following  Declaration,  which  was 
made  and  committed  to  paper  by  Captain 
Dodd,  on  the  2(5th  day  of  July  last,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Earl  of  Harrington  and 
Colonel  Ve'sey,  and  which  was  delivered 
to  him,  to  be  used  at  his  discretion.  At 
that  period  the  Duke  was  induced  to  re- 
quire this  Declaration,  with  a  view  to  his 
own  satisfaction,  in  consequence  of  various 
re{x>rts  and  insinuations  which  have  gained 
circvlation.  The  communication  of  it  was 
consequently  confined  to  his  own  family, 
mnd  to  some  of  his  friends ;  and  he  had 
flattered  himself  that  it  Aould  be  unneces- 
sary to  make  any  appeaUo  the  public,  on  a 
matter  which  affected  himself  exclusively : 
nor  is  it  without  sincere  concern,  that  he 
now  finds  himself  under  tht  necessity  of 
entering  thus  publicly  into  a  vindication  of 
his  conduct.  He  is,  however,  confident 
that  everjr  liberal  mind  will  give  him  cre- 
dit for  takinr  a  step  which  he  feels  to  be 
due  to  hfs  character,  to  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  his  fanriily,  and  which  marks 
his  anxiety  to  stand  well  with  the  country 
in  general. 

QuSBiBs  put  to  Captain  Dodd,  by  hh  Royal 
JUigkneu  the  Duke  qf  Kent^  and  his  An- 
swers  tkertU},  26^  Jufy  1H09. 

Q.  Have  T,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
sanctioned,  advised,  or  encouraged,  any 
attack  upoji  the  Duke  ^^York  ? — tA. 
Never.     (Signed  T.  Dodd.)^ 

Q.  Have  f  had,  to  your  knowledge,  any 
acquaintance  or  commimication  with  Co* 
lonel  Wardle,  or  any  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  brhiging  forward  the  Investiga- 
tioii  resjpeciiBg  ^Duke  oi' York's  coa* 


duct,  which  took  place  in  Parlistment  last 
winter,  either  director  indirect? — A.  I 
feel  (^onfident.  tha^^ur  Royal  Highi^ess 
haano  such  knowJH^e  or  acquaintaoce. 
(Signed  T.  Dodd.) 

Q.  Have  r,  to  your  knowledge,  evei» 
had  any  acquaintance  with,  or  knowlc(bJ|L 
of,   Mrs,  Clarke^  or  any   copimunicatil^p 
with  her,  direct  or  indirect,  upoo  ihesuo-^ 
ject  abt>ve-named>  or  any  other? — A.  I 
am  confident  your  Hoy al' Highness  never 
had.    rSigntdT.  Dodd.) 

Q.  Have  I  ever  expressed  to  yoa  any 
sentiment  which  could  induce  you  to  be- 
lieve that  I  approved  of  what  was  brought 
forward  in  Parliament  dgainst  the  Duke  of 
York,  or  any.  proceeding  that  would  ^enJ 
to  his  obloquy  or  disgrace  ?— A.  Never. 
I  have  heard  your  Koyal  Highness  la- 
ment the  business,  viva  voce,  and  you  made 
the  same  communication  to  me  in  writing. 
(Signed  T.  Dodd.) 

QL  Have  you  ever,  to  your  recollection, 
expressed  yourself,  either  by  word  or  in 
writifig,  either- to  Colonel  \Vardle"or  Mrt 
Clarke,  or  to  any  other  person,  connected 
with  the  investigation  on  the  Duke  of 
York's  conduct,  in  any  way  that  cb«ld 
give  them  reason  to  suppose  tha^  I  ap- 
proved «f  the  measure^,  or  would  couiUe- 
n^uce  those  concerned  in  bringing  it  for- 
ward ? — A.  Never.  But  I  have,  on  the 
contrary,  expressed  myself,  that  your 
Royal  Hi^ness  would  liave  a  very  dif- 
ferent feehng.     (Signed  T.  Dodd.). 

Q.  What  were  luy  expressions  on  tha 
subject  of  the  PanJpnlet  which  appeared, 
p^ing  censure  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  others  of  my  familyt 
and  holding  op  my  character  to  pcaise; 
and  what  have  been  the  sentina^nts  whicii 
I  have  uniformly  expressed  on  similar 
publications,  whether  m  the  newspapers 
or  otherwise  ? — A.  I  have  -.  invariably 
heard  your  Royal  Highness  regret. that aoy 
person  should  attempt  to  do  justice  to  your 
own  character^  at  the  expence  of  that  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  or  any  other  nxembtr 
of  your  Family — (Signed  T.  Dodd.) 

Q.  During  the  ten  years  you  have  be«« 
my  private  Secretary,  when,  in  the  aort 
coi^deJitial  moments  I  have. given  ve^t 
to  my  v^oundcd  feelings,  upon profetfi^n^l 
9ubi!^cts,  did  you  ever- hear  me  expr«l 
myself  inimical  to  the  Duke  of  Yofk«  ^ 
tha(  I  entertained  ^n  expectation  of  rai<- 
ing  myself  by  hi^  f^ll? — ^A,  Never;  o« 
the  contrary,  I  h^ve  frequently  bear4 
your  Royal  Highness  express  youpctf 
l^ery  4ifferently.    (T.  IM^) 
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.  The  above  Qtiestions,  written  in  Colonel 

Vwey's  hand,  were  all  dictated  by  me, 

(Signed)  Edward. 

la  the  presence  of  Lord  Harrington. 

(Signed)  Harhincton. 

J.  A.  Vesey. 
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JEFFERY,  THE  SEAMAN. 

The  follpwing  deposition  it  said  to  bare 
keen  received  by  Government  t-*- 

DEPOSITION. 

"  This  is  to  certify,  that  personalhr^ap- 
peared  before  me,  John  Dennis,  Mc&ter 
of  the  American  schooner,  Adams,  be- 
longing lo  Marblehead,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  voluntarily  made  oath, 
Ujat  in  the  month  of  December,  1807,  he 
didwhilst  passing  the  island  of  Sombrero,  in 
tbe  Sombrero  Passage,  in  the  West  Indies, 
discover  firom  his  vessel  a  man  waving  his 
hand  on  the  said  island,  whereu{>ou  the 
said  deponent  hove  his  vessel  to,  and  sent 
hh  boat  on  shore  with  the  mate,  ^  ho 
foond  a  man  on  the  said  island  extremt^ly 
redt)eed  and  exhausted,  so  as  not  to  be 
able  to  speak.  That  the  roan  having  been 
brought  on  board  the  schooner,  and  some- 
what recovered,  declared  that  his  name 
was  Robert  Jeffery,  a  seaman,  belonging 
U>  his  Mayesty 's  brig  of  war  Recruit,  com- 
JOandied  i>y  Capt,  Warwick  Lake,  and  that 
he  had  '^een  eight  days  on  the  said  island. 
*->This  deponent  further  said,  that  t^e  said 
Robert  Jeffery  became  quite  recovered, 
and  went  to  Beverley,  where  he  resided, 
working  at  his  trade  of  a  blacksnUth  when 
depDttent  last  saw  him.  John  Dennis. 
•  Sworn  before  me,  at  Corunna^  li>th 
May  IdlO.      J.  L.  Maniac,  Vice-Cons 

Done  in  {ht  presence  of  Gen.  Digby, 
Captain  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Cossack,  and 
Geo.  White,  Assistant  Commissary. 

(A  true  Copy)        Geo.  Digby. 


On  the  Nature  and  Extent   of  Pri- 

TfVEGR     OF   I^ARLIAMENT ;      OH     COMti- 

mzcmtil  Prm^ipies. 

I  own  thai  to  me,  from  the  vast  import* 
anc6  of  the  subject  to  the  whole  commu- 
nity* it  did  not  appear  improbable  that 
tome  Member  of  tbe  House  of  Commons 
would  have  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill,  which  .might  have  further  prevented 
Publtc  Inc^venience,  from  the  indefinite 
Bftture  of  tlie  claim  of  Privileet  of -Pari  ia- 
nent  Tbe  great  benefit  of  knoWn  Laws 
u  imnffediately  and  generally  obvious, 
indeed^  I  know  not  how  |p  giye  the  deno- 


mination of  law  to  that  which  is  not,  and 
winch  cannot  be  made  generally  certain, 
and  upen  which  Lawyers  thenbselves  have 
na  rulers  and  principles  enabling  them 
to  answer.  The  only  reason^  for  leaving 
the  claim  indefinite,  which  I  have  ob- 
served to  be  advanced,  either  now  or  for- 
merly, have  been  the  necessity  for  Parlia- 
ment and  for  the  people,  that  the  Privilege 
should  be  independent  of  any  exterior  ju- 
dicial interpretatioli ;  ancf  that  the  power 
of  an  assembly  which,  by  its  constitutional 
function  if  protective  of  the  Rights  and  Li- 
berties of  the  Community,  should  act  of  it- 
self, and  its  own  inherent  energies,  without 
awaiting  the  judgment  of  any  other  juris- 
diction within  a  certain  extent,  which  I 
have  admitted  and  stated  from  the  first;  I 
think  this  principle  is  clear,  necessary  and 
certain  ;  that  of  interfering  in  cases  of  di- 
rect contempt,  or,  in  other  words,  to  remove 
obstructions  to  its  proceedings.  Beyond 
this,  with  the  utmost  attention  to  the  argu- 
ments before  or  since  advanced,  and  with 
a  desire  of  finding  arguments,  if  any 
should  appear  to  me  to  be  justly  imagin- 
able, being  not  solicitous  for  victory  but 
for  truth,  I  can  find  nothing. 

The  greatest,  wisest,  and  most  virtuous 
assembly  upon  earth  may  be  libelled  ;  , 
and  I  know  not  any  greater,  wiser,  or  more 
virtuous,  than  the  House  of  Conlmons,  ac- 
cording to  the  Consttttttion,  is  capable  of 
being,  and  has  been.  But  were  it  libelled, 
when  such,  and  for  being  such,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  condescend  to  bring  the 
libeller  to  trial :  But  that  rather,  it  woul4 
leave  him  to  his  conscience  and  the  pres- 
sure of  public  aentiment.  It  Would  lose 
nothing  of  the  order,  dignity,  and  con- 
stitutional efficacy  of  its  proceedings,  how- 
soever libelled. 

If  either  House  could  want  this  Privi- 
lege as  a  shield  against  possible  violations 
of  its  Rights;  either  by  the  Crown  or  the 
other  House,  that  would  be  an  argument 
for  its  existence  and  for  its  exercise ; 
But  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  a  shield,  ad 
exemption  from  injury— a  severity  ne- 
cessary to  its  constitutional  fuuctionst 
which  are  the  proper  characteristics  of  a 
Publtc  Privilege.  It  is,  as  properly  has 
been  said,  a  power  ;  which  has  no  definite 
limits :  which  claims  to  be  without  any* 
but  the  pleasure  of  that  body  by  which 
it  is  employed ; — to  be  anafiectable,  un- 
examinabte;  subject,  in  case  of  its  being 
misapplied*  to  no  compensation,  redress, 
or  remedy  ;  unlimited  by  rules  of  judi-. 
clal  incjuiry,  or  judicial  sentence^  not  only 
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positiT€,  but  inch  at  appear  moit  imoie- 
diately  to  result  from  natural  right  of  rea- 
son. Can  such  a  power  be  necessary  or 
expedient  to  be  exercised  by  any  as- 
sembly ?  Ci^  it  be  requisite  for  the  main- 
tenance oC  their  just  and  constitutional 
authority ;  or  to  enable  them  to  protect 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  community  ? 
And  if  it  be  not,  ought  they  not  to  re- 
strict it  within  those  limits  of  just  and 
clear  necessity  within  which  it  would  be 

One  of  the  greatest  and  most  peculiar 
powers  of  the  House  of  CommcJhis  is  the 
power  of  impeachment ;  yet  in  this  great 
and  awful  power  it  inquires,  it  accuses  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  whole  com- 
munis of  the  realm ;  but  it  does  not  try, 
judge  or  punish. 

It^s  fit  and  constitutional  that  it  should 
haTe  powers  which  no  other  assembly 
has ;  but  it  is  neither  for  its  dignity,  nor 
Uie  public  benefit,  that  it  should  exercise 
powers  which  many  other  assemblies  have, 
and  have,  at  the  same  time,  better  means 
of  executing  them  for  the  attainment  of 
public  justice.  For  this  purpose,  there 
are  tribunals  by  the  Law  and  Constitution 
prescribed  and  appropriate ;  where  the 
forms  of  proceeding,  the  means  and  the 
settled  habit  of  investigation,  and  their 
general  exemption  from  all  interest  on 
one  side  or  the  other,  are  manifestly  most 
suited  to  the  end. 

It  is  fit  that  it  should  be  respected  ;  but 
it  is  fit  that  the  People,  its  Constituent, 
whenever  it  exists  rightly  and  according 
to  the  Constitution,  shopld  be  respected 
also.  It  is  fit  that  the  opinions,  the  rea- 
sons, the  feelings  of  the  People,  bow  far 
soever  from  pleasing  may  be  the  sul^ect, 
should  have  the  most  free  access  to  that 
great  assembly:  which,  popular  in  its 
name,  popular  in  its  origin,  popular  by 
the  very  object  and  peculiar  end  of  its 
constitution,  must  be  estranged  from  its 
most  essential  character,  tf  at  any  time  it 
be  unmindfiil  of  popular  rights  and  inte- 
rests. It  is  always  in  its  choice  to  secure 
all  its  necessary  and  essential  privileges 
firom  disturbance ;  but  there  is  no  privi- 
lege so  essential  to  it— -none  so  dignified^ 
as  that  of  being  felt  to  be  the  Representa- 
tive of  the  People.  It  cannot  be  the  inte- 
rest of  the  People,  or  its  own  true  and  per- 
manent interest,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  be  censurers  and  punisbers 
for  publications  supposed  to  be  libels  on 
itself.  If  any  are  supposed  to  he  so,  there 
ill  no  instance  in  which  all  the  principles. 


rales  and  resolutions  of  Judicial  Ceurtii 
solely  occupied  in  legal  investigation,  csa 
be  more  neceasary.  Of  a  KepresentatiH 
and  Legislative  Assembly,  the  glory  (o 
which  a  situation,  pre-eminent  as  tlietn, 
offers  to  them  is,  to  soar  above  all  thought 
of  libel,  real  or  supposed,  and  to  be  en- 
tirely occupied  in  ffreat  and  public  cooi- 
cila---to  avail  itselfof  truth,  in  wliatevtr 
form ;  and  of  free  and  valuable  soggei- 
tions  from  all  quarters — regardless  whether 
the  manner  be  soothing  in  which  they  ue 
conveyed. 

If  I  thought,  that  to  coamit  on 
charges  of  supposed  libel,  and  in  the 
manner  and  to  the  extent  in  which  alone 
that  power  can  be  exercised  by  the 
forms  of  the  House  and  the  nature  of  iti 
Constitution,  could  be  necessary  to  the 
House ;  could  be  beneficial,  or  even  nk, 
to  the  public,  aild  not  most  daagerooi  te 
both,  I  would  sa^rso.  But  I  ctnseeno 
reason  advanced  in  support  of  tbtt  opi- 
niop ;  I  can  imagine  no  reason  that  seems 
to  me  capable  of  sustaining  such  a  con- 
clusion. I  remain,  therefore,  in  the  wishi 
I  can  hardly  say  the  hope,  that  the 
House  itself  may  discover  the  propriety) 
the  dignity,  the  necessity  of  limiting  t 
power,  the  exercise  of  which  is  not  my 
fiuntiy  expressed  by  being  termed  incon- 
venient, but  would  be  feintly  chsncte^ 
ized  by  much  stronger  language.  V,  t» 
having  no  constituted  superior,  hihoaU 
think  all  things  lawful  to  it,  this  csnnot 
be  forgotten,  that  all  are  not  eitpedien^ 
And  in  a  constitutional  sense,  general  ins 
permanent  knowledge  of  publie  expe- 
diency  is  the  measure  and  criterion  of  con* 
stitutiohal  law.  Capbl  Lom* 

Troiton  Hail,  tiaar  Bury,  S^oMtj 
UMil%,  1810. 


CAPTAIN  FOSKETT. 

To  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Cosi* 

mons,  in  Parliament  a3sembled.-' 

The   Humble    Petitiok  of  Hemjf 

Foskett,  Caotain  in  the*  13th  Begt- 

ment  of  Light  Dragoons ; 

Sheweth; 

That  your  Petitioner  has  been  an  Ofeef 

in  the  15th  Light  Drag<|00%  above  thirteas 

ymurs,  and  senior  Captain  in  that  B^ 

ment  above  four  jwn.    Thai,  during  th« 

last  mentioned  space  of  time,  hehss,i> 

Tarious  ways,  been  made  to  sufltr,  fi^ 

hit  Colonel,  his  Royal  Highness  the  dm 

ofComberland,  the  nKMH  injurious  tre*|| 

meo^  amountiiigtoDO  too  than  acoin*' 
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systematic  oppression.  That,  in  the  year 
ISOd,  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  acknow- 
ledged custom  and  constitution  of  tlie 
army,  his  Royal  Highness  endeavoured  to 
brodiote  an  Officer  of  the  15th  Light 
bragoons,  and  junior  to  your  Petitioner, 
ID  preference  to  him,  to  a  Majority  in  the 
Regiment,  which  purpose  he  was  prerent- 
ed  from  eflfecting,  solely  by  the  interposi- 
tion of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
York,  at  that  tiipe  the  Commander  in 
Chief.  That  your  Petitioner  having,  on 
the  above  occasion,  solicited  a  week's 
leave  of  absence,  in  order  the  more  cer- 
taifily  to*  obtain  such  interposition,  by 
means  of  a*  personal  appeal,  in  supper!  of 
a  Memorial  transmitted  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  he  was,  for  five  suc- 
c^ve  months,  moat  vexatiously  refused 
that  indulgence,  although  he  was,  at 
that  very  time,  entitled,  under  General 
Orders,  to  leave  of  absence  for  two  or 
three  months,  and  although  junior  of- 
ficers were  then  actually  allowed  that 
pemisiiion.>  That  your  Petitioner,  not- 
withstanding his  final  success,  in  thus 
preventing  a  junior  officer  from  being 
raised  above  him,  has,  from  that  time, 
been  unjustly  deprived  of  promotion,  in 
the  usual  course  of  his  regiment,  to  the 
injury  not  only  of  your  Petitioner,  but  of 
all  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  of  the 
corps,  whose  promotion  bas  thereby  been, 
and  still  is,  entirely  stopped. 

•That,  in  the  year  1808,  when  the  15th 
light  Dragoons  was  ordered  upon  foreign 
service,' in  Spain,  your  Petitioner,  though 
Senior  Captain,  was  directed,  by  his  Royal 
Hi^ness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  to  re- 
mam  at  home  with  the  recruit  ;ng  squa- 
dron. That  upon  complaining  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment,  of 
a  management  so  inconsistent  with  the 
established  custom  of  the  army,  and 
fraught  with  such  extreme  hardship  to 
your  Petitioner,  he  (the  Commanding 
Officer)  disdaining  aU  participaiion  in  the 
transaction,  referred  your  Petitioner's 
complaint  officially  to  his  Royal  Highness 
^e  Duke  of  Cumberland/  by  whom  it  was 
dismissed,  and  who  declared  the  arrange- 
ment to  be  unalterable. 

Tbat.your  Petitioner  thereupon  thought 
himself  bopnd  to  solicit  the  interference  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  when  the  Duke 
•f  Cumberland^  in  explanation  of  his  own 
conduct,    permitted  himself  to   cast  on 

Jour  Petitioner's  eharacter  the  most  in- 
trioos  aspeisions,  which,   notwitbstand- 
bg  the  authority  from  whenoethey  came> 
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were  soon  proved  to  be  ntterly  unfounded ; 
as  the  Commander  in  Chief,  though  at 
first  induced  by  them  to  sanction  the  ar- 
rangement of  which  they  were  the  as^ 
signed  cause,  yet,  upon  further  remons- 
trance on  the  part  of  your  Petitioner,  and 
on  further  consideration  of  the  case,  his 
Royal  Highness  was  graciously  pleased 
to  revoke  his  consent  to  the  arrangement 
in  question,  and  to  direct  that  a  Captain 
should  be  sent  home  from  the  Resiment 
in  Spain,  upon  whose  arrival  the  Petitioner 
was  t6  be  af  liberty  to  join ;  a  permission, 
however,  of  which,  gracious  and  accepta- 
ble as  it  was,  your  Petitioner  was  not  able 
to  take  advantage,  as  the  regiment  soon 
afterwards  returned  home  ;  and  thusyodf 
Petitioner  was  oppressively  made  to  sus- 
tain the  irrepara  )le  loss  of  an  opportu- 
nity, so  anxiously  desired  by  every  British 
Officer,  of  jsf rving  hi>  Sovereign  and  his 
country,  against  ttieir  foreign  enemies; 

That  your  Petitioner  having  suffered, 
durine  so  long  a  time,  such  iieavy  and 
complicated  injuries,  finding  himself  shut 
out  irom  all  hopes  of  advaucci.itiit  in  his 
profession,  by  the  avowed  deitrmi nation 
of  his  Commanding  Officer  (expressed  in 
terms  the  most  ^  injurious)  not  t<>  recom- 
mend him  for  promotion  ;  and  at  the  same 
time,  rendered  an  insurmountable  obstacle 
to  the  advancement  of  every  Officer,  ju- 
nior to  himself,  in  the  regiment ;  having 
in  vain  repeatedly  and  , earnestly  called 
for  the  strictest  investigation  of  his  con- 
duct, and  declared  his  readiness,  and  even 
his  anxiety,  to  meet  any  charge  that 
could  be  brought  against  liim,  and  per- 
ceiving that  fresh  compUints  of  ill-treat- 
ment only  served  to  subject  him  to  fresh 
aspersions ;  your  Petitioner  saw  that  he 
had  no  cliance  tor  redress,  but  from  the 
justice  of  the  Commander  in  Chief— Thkit 
he,  therefore,  in  the  month  of  July,  1809, 
laid  his  case  before  his  Excellency,  im- 
plorini;  his  interference  and  protection  — 
That  thi)  communication  was  accompanied 
with  testimonials  to  the  undeviating  good 
conduct  of  your  Petitioner,  from  almost 
every  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment, 
imder  whom  your  Petitioner'  had  served  ; 
and  who  must  have  had  lar  better  oppor- 
tunities of  observmg  his  general  deport- 
ment, than  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
or  Cumberland. — That  while  your  Peti- 
tioner's complaints  were  before  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  nb  just  claims  to  promotion 
were  again  defeated,  by  the  introduction  of 
Officers  from  othet  regiments,  to  fill  up 
the  two  Majorities  of  the  15th  light  Dra* 
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goons,  which  w«re  then  vacant:— Then 
seeing  himself  thus  excluded  from  all 
prospect  of  relief,  in  the  ordinary  course, 
your  Petitioner  was  reduced  to  the  neces- 
sity of  soliciting,  from  th.e  Comraander-in- 
Chiefr  an  application  in  his  favour,  of  the 
12th  sectioB  of  the  Articles  of  War,  which 
•tates  that, 

''  If  any  Officer  shall  think  himself  to 
be  wronged  by  his  Colonel,  or  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  regiment,  and 
shall,  upon  due  application  made  to  him, 
be  refused  to  be  redressed,  he  may  com- 
plain to  the  General  Coiumandmg  in 
Chief  our  forces,  in  order  to  obtain  jus- 
tice ;  who  is  thereby  required  to  examine 
into  such  complaint,  and  either  by  him- 
self, or  hy  out-  Secretary  at  War,  to  make 
bis  report  to  us  thereupon,  in  order  to  re« 
ccive  our  farther  directions.*' 

That  your  Petitioner  accordingly  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  September,  TsOD,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  Colonel  Gordon,  Mi- 
litary Secretary,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  which,  after 
briefly  recapitulating  the  injuries,  of 
which  be  had  inefiectually  complained, 
be,expressly  requested  the  Commander-in 
Chief,  in  conformity  with  the  ]2th  section 
of  the  Articles  of  War,  to  examine  into 
the  complaints  which  he  had  laid  before 
him,  and  (unlesshe  was  graciously  pleased 
to  afford  him  redress)  to  make  his  report 
to  his  Majesty  thereupon.  That  this  re- 
quest being  attended  with  no  othier  effect 
tiian  an  offer  of  promotion  in  a  regiment  of 
infantry,  which  your  Petitioner  could  not 
accept,  consistently  either  with  his  own 
just  claims,  his  wounded  feelings,  and  hit 
aspersed  character,  or,  in  the  situation  in 
which  he  was  placed,  with  what  was  due 
from  him  to  the  army^  he  has  since,  in 
two  subsequent  letters,  explicitly  repeated 
bis  request,  that  the  Commander-in-Chief 
would  investigate  his  complaints,  and  re- 
port to  his  majesty  thereupon  ;  to  which 
request  he  at  length  received  an  official 
answer  from  the  Military  Secretary,  dated 
February  the  12th,  1810,  and  couched  in 
the  following  terms:-— 

*'  Sir  ;— I  have  not  failed  to  lay  before 
the  Commander-in-Chief  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  and  1  am  directed  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  sir  David  Dundas  does 
not  see  sufficient  grounds  for  complying 
with  your  request 

(Signed)  H.  Torrens/' 

That,  by  this  refusal,  on  the  part  of  the 
Coaamaaader-in-Cluef,    to    comply    vrttb 


your  Petitioner's  request,  as  above  staled, 
unless  your  Honourable  House  shall  be 
pleased'  to  afford  him  relief,, he  has  no 
means  of  redress  for  the  wrongs  wfaicli 
have  been  heaped  upon  hiih,  in  his  mili- 
rary  character ;  in  as  much  as  the  r^th 
section  of  the  Articles  of  War,  afford  the 
only  remedy,  of  which  an  Officer  of  the 
Ariny,  who  has  been  \vronged  by  his 
Colonel,  an4  by  him  refused  redress,  caa 
avail  himself;  and  tbat,  therefore,  the  de- 
nial of  justice  in  your  Petitioner's  case, 
by  the  Commaader-jn-Chiefi  in  dir^ 
violation  of  the  Articles  .of  War,,  is  a  most 
serious  injury,  not  only  to  your  Petitioner 
but  also  to  the  whole  Anny,  by  rendering 
nugatory  the  only  remedy  afibrded  to 
officers  against  the  acts  pf  their^periors, 
and  by  thus  depriving  them  of  the  (uesti- 
mable  right,  so  amply  secured  to  every 
other  class  of  British  subjects,  that  of  em- 
ploying the  means  provided  by  the  Law 
and  Constitution,  for  the  redress  of^op^ 
pression  and  injustice. 

All  which  your  Petitioner  most  humbly 
submits  to  the  consideration  of  your  Ho- 
nourable House,  being  ready  to  verify 
the  same.  And  he  inaplores  your  Ho* 
nourable  House,  to  afford  him  such  relief, 
as  to  its  wisdom  shall  seem  meet 

And  your  Pettliqner  shall  ever  pray,&c 
(Signed)       Henky  Foskctt, 
Capt.  1 5th  Lt.  Dragww. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
INTERCEPTED  CORRESPONDENCE 
LETTER/ro»i  Napoleon  to  the  Queen  qfSuMj/t 
upon  the  occasi&n  qf  the  Union  he  had  con- 
tracted with  her  Niece,  the  Archdudiest 
Maria  Louisa, 
[It  was  inclosed  in  a  letter  from  Madam 
Beuret,  dated  Paris,  the  28tb  Febreaiy, 
to  her  Imsband,  the  Cotonsl  of  the  ntb 
rf  giment  of  light  infantry,  in  the  second 
division  of  the  second  corps  of  the 
French  army  in  Spain»  and  wasioler- 
cepted  by  the  light  parties  attached  to 
the  army  of  the  left.  The  original  i» 
in  the  possession  of  his  Excellency  the 
Marquis  of  Romans^  to  wbopi  it  was 
delivered.] 

Letter  from  Briadame  Beuret  to  her  hudHoi* 

My  dear  and  good  friend ! — I  ba^ 
just  received  a  pretty  large  packet,  iiylo*- 
ing  a  letter  for  myself,  one  for  M.  Clerisifi 
another  for  the  Mayor  of  La  Riviere,  and 
a  fourth  for  M.  De  Barthiley.  I  am  fery 
gUd  that  yott  have  written  ta  the  iv^ 
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mentraned,  as  my  papa  had  just  received 
a  letter  from  him,  coiDplaining  of  your 
ti]ence,  and  expressing  his  fears,  that  you 
would  imitate  your  protector,  and  forget 
hjm.  He  is  mucfi  attached  to  you,  and 
will  write  to  you  as  sooa  as  we  have  ip- 
fonncd  him  of  the  number  of  your  corps 
and  division.  You  say.  nothing  concern- 
ing your  health ;  but  I  conclude  th;?t  you 
are  completely  t^coVered,  from  your  fre- 
quenting the  lodges  of  the  freemasons. 
Mine  is  good,  notwithstanding  the  cold 
we  ex)>erience  here.  Papa  and  mama  are 
very  well,  and  £u^ene  better  than  any  of 
us.  He  is  continually  talking  of  you,  and 
is  the  favourite  of  the  family,  and  the  ob- 
ject of  our  caresses*  I  shali  give  the  best 
reception  to  Mrs.  de  Bureau,  when  she 
arrives.  You  need,  not  be  uneasy,  for  1 
will  carefully  attend,  to.  yoqr  orders.  A 
Dumber  .of  new  battalions  are  raising  for 
the  imperial  guard ;  and  all  the  young 
men  prefer  serving^  in  a  corps  which 
usually  remains  in  garrison,  in  Paris,  to 
going  to  die  in  Spain.  It  is  said  the  Em- 
peror sets  off  for  that  kingdom  on  the  20th 
mst,  but  there  is  nothing  certain  upon 
this  subject.  God  grant  that  he  may  go; 
for  you  might,  probably,  in  that  case,  be 
placed  near  his  person,  and  obtain  a  hand- 
some estate!  of  5,000  pieces  a-year,  with 
the  title  of  Baron!  This  would  be  tolera- 
bly well,  and  I  assure  you  that  I  should 
be  not  a  little  proud  of  hearing  myself 
styled  my  Lady  Baroness;  but  for  the 
present  I  have  renounced  all  hop^s,  and 
shall  think  myself  very  happy  in  seeing 
you  oftce  more.  The  war  with  Spain  is 
universally  pronounced  to  ht  an  endless 
contest ;  for  such  is  the  ferocity  of  its  in- 
habitants, that  they  would  sooner  convert 
the  whole  of  their  country  into  a  desert 
than  receive  the  Emperor's  brother ! 
What  barbarians  those  Spaniards  are ! 
What  a  set  of  cannibals !  I  hale  them 
implacably,  and  particularly  the  friars. 
You  are  already  apprised  of  the  intended 
marriage  of  our  Emperor  with  an  Arch- 
duchess of  Austria.  Some  think  favoura- 
bly of  this  match  ;  but  the  major  part  are 
of  opinion,  that  it  will  prove  the  ruin  of 
Kapoleon.  It  is  said  that  Josephine  al- 
ready begins  to  be  an  object  of  alarm  to 
the  Emperor;  and  H  is  confidently  ru- 
moured that  Russia  is  on  the  eve  of  break- 
ing with  us.  When  will  our  wars  have  an 
end  ?•  Our  Italian  friend>  who  visits  in  the 
Duke  of  Bassano's  family,  has  given  me 
the  inclosed  Copy  of  a  letter  to  be  for- 
warded to  you,  which  is  certaialy  a  rery 


singular  production.  It  is  said  that  the 
Queen  of  Sicily  will  not  accept  the  pro« 
posals  of  the  Emperor,  and  that  a  ne«r 
and  sanguinary  war  is  about  to  commence. 
I  leave  you  to  think  with  what  regret  I 
hear  such  tidings.  Adieu,  my  esteemed 
friend  !  I  embrace  and  love  you  with  my 
whole  heart !  Your  best  and  most  faithful 
fnend.  P.  Beuret  de  Cellerier. 

P.  S.  Mama  and  Papa,  and  the  whole 
family,  charge  me  with  a  thousand  things 
to  you.  I  have  not  yet  received  the  Ijetter 
for  your  pension  as  a  Member  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour. 

Copy  qfa  Letter  fivm  his  Mijesty  the  Em^ 
peror  qfthe  French,  Kin^  qf  Italy,  S^c. 
to  her  Majesty  the  Queen  qf  Sicily. 

Madam  and  Cousin.— >The  events  of 
the  year  J  805  interrupted  our  friendship 
and  harmony.  A  formidable  coalition 
against  France,  artfully  planned  in  the 
cabhiet  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  masked  in  an  ex- 
traordinary manner,  had  put  in  motiea 
against  my  legions,  that  were  posted  on 
the?  coasts  of  the  ocean,  the  Russian,  Ger- 
man, and  Prussii^n  armies.  In  that  critical 
situation,  my  duty  was  to  deliver  t^'rance 
from  the  conflict,  and  to  disperse  the  dread** 
fill  storm,  or  at  least  to  diminish  its  effects. 
This  I  at  length  accompliihed,  by  bring- 
ing Prussia,  Wiftemberg,  and  Bavaria,  to 
a  sense  of  their  own  interests;  and  by 
forming  a  treaty  with  King, Ferdinand, 
your  Majesty's  spouse,  in  which  he  en-* 
gaged  not  to  receive  in  his  kingdom  either 
Russian  or  English  troops.  In  conse- 
quence hereof,  my  troops  evacuated  hit 
states.  War  was  declared  ;  and  scarcely 
had  my  eagles  entered  Vienna  in  triumph^ 
when  1  learned  that  the  Court  of  Naplee 
had  violated  the  sacred  faith  of  the  treaty, 
and  was  admitting  an  army  into  its  very 
capital. 

I  instantly  knew  that  the  9educttve  gold 
of  England,  opportunely  employed  by  her 
agent,  Acton,  had  triumphed  over  the 
debility  of  King  Ferdinand.  The  battle 
of  Austerlitz  secured  to  me  the  happy 
result  of  a  war  unjustly  provoked ;  and 
France  and  her  allies  loudly  demanded 
the  destruction  of  the  Dynasty  of  Naples, 
which  its  perjqry  had  covered  with  dis- 
grace. Placed  in  this  critical  situation, 
and  being  a  Constitutional  Monarch,  wha% 
resource  had  I  left  ?  Your  Majesty,  who 
have  experienced  the  arrogance  of  your 
subjects,  knows,  and  I  ought  te  know,  that 
we  Sovereigns  must  frequently  stifle  our 
own  iuclinatioQSj  from  a  reganj^to  the  in^ 
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terests,  and  even  the  prejudices,  of  the 
people  we  govern.  Thus  was  the  fate  of 
the  House  of  Naples  decided ;  and  it  was 
doomed  to  lose  its  kingdom,  without  any 
possihility  on  my  part  to  prevent  it ! 
What  pangs  did  this  determination  cost 
me !  How  odious  in  my  eyes  were  the 
sceptre  and  cfown,  when  I  found  myself 
compelled  to  a  proceeding  so  adverse  to 
my  own  sentiments!  Nevertheless,  I  did 
Hot  lose  sight  of  the  interests  of  a  misled 
and  disgraced  dynasty  ;  and  when  it  be- 
came impossible  for  me  to  re-establish  it 
in  Italy,  I  thought  of  giving  it  an  equiva- 
lent elsewhere.  The  propositions  which 
'  I  made,  from  Erfurth,  to  King  George, 
leave  no  doubt  as  to  this  fiict  To  the  war 
of  Germany,  notwithstanding  the  pacific 
overtures  by  Lord  Lauderdale,  and  the  an* 
nounced  voyages  of  the  Russian  Messen- 
ger, NovoziltzofT,  immediately  succeeded 
that  of  Prussia,  whose  Sovereign  would 
not  agree  to  the  moderate  proposals  which 
I  siade  him.  Instigated  and  blinded  by 
Russia,  and  the  insinuations  and  promises 
of  England,  he,  in  a  manner,  presumed  to 
dictate.the  law  to  me,  when  his  situation 
-was  such  as  should  have  rather  prepared 
him  to  receive  it. — A  few  days  sufficed  to 
convince  him  of  his  error ;  and,  notwith^ 
standing  his  misconduct,  my  moderation 
left  him  in  possession  of*  half  his  states. 
The  peace  of  Tilsit  once  more  tranquil ized 
Europe ;  and  I  should  have  put  an  end  to 
the  calamities  of  war,  had  I  not  been 
convinced  of  the  bad  faith  of  the  House 
of  Spain)  which,  though  my  ally,  merely 
liesitated  to  declare  against  me,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  confounded  by  the  vic- 
tory of  Jena.  The  scandalous  quarrels 
between  the  Father  and  Son,  the  ambition 
and  sordid  conduct  of  the  Prince  of  the 
Pefice,  and  the  wish  of  rendering  happy^ 
and  divesting  of  its  prejudices,  a  nation  of 
the  first  rank,  made  me  turn  my  views 
upon  that  kingdom.  The  Spaniards  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  government  of  king 
Charles,  and  prince  Ferdinand,  -held  out 
to  Europe  as  a  traitor  by  his  father,  could 
no^  ascend  a  throne,  which,  since  the  time 
of  Lewis  XIV,  has  belonged  to  France. 
On  the  other  hand,  Portugal  was  an  Eng- 
lish province;  and  the  parliament  of  that 
nation  having  resolved  upon  the  system 
of  perpetual  war,  it  was  necessary  to  ex- 
clude their  squadrons  from  the  Continent, 
before  the^r  could  have  an  opportnnity  of 
re-committing  such  an  enormity  as  their 
attack  upon  Copenhagen.  Impelled  by 
t^  combinatioE  of  motiyeiir  I  s^t  iby 


troops  into  those  kingdoms,  and  all  tbt 
projected  changes  would  have  been  ef- 
fected without  the  least  disturbance,  bad 
not  the  Spaniards  been  led  astray  by 
English  monoplv,  iemd  the  fanaticism  of 
the  monks.  The  confidence  and  lecn* 
rity  which  I  entertained  upon  this  nbject, 
and  the  ignorance  of  some  <}f  my  gen^ 
rals,  occasioned  the  petty  losses  I  have 
sufiered  in  that  quarter,  and  which  the 
enemies  of  order  have  celebrated  in  an 
extraordinary  manner.  But  Europe  loon 
saw  what  was  to  have  been  expected  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  the  Junta  of  Serillei 
whose  measurea  were  totally  subverted  in 
the  first  instance  by  the  baUle  of  Tadela, 
and  subsequently  by  that  of  Ocaiu^ 

"  The  crown  of  Arragon,  which  retain- 
^  some  attachment  to  the  House  of  Au^ 
ti^ia,  is  the  only  one  that  has  oppoied  a 
regular  resistance :  and  amidst  the  efenti 
that  durins^  the  last  two  years  have  oc- 
curred in  Spain,  those  alone  which  merit 
any.  attention  are  the  defences  of  Sara« 
gossaand  Gerona,  which  were  owingmore 
ta  the  obstinacy  and  fanaticism  of  the 
monks,  than  to  the  valour  and  dl^pline 
jof  their  garrisons.  In  short,  Spain  is  con- 
quered ;  anid  the  £nflish  have  no  longer 
any  point  of  support  in  it,  except  Caoix, 
and  h  handful  of  msurgents  headed  by  the 
traitor  Komana.  The  forces  they  hafsin 
Portugal  merely  wait  until  my  troopiMV 
in  motion,  when  they  wilt  immediately 
embark ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  Por- 
tuguese army  will  experience  a  disaitroos 
fate.  How  characteristic  is  it  of  commer- 
cial nations  to  sacrifice  their  alHes!  The 
hearts  of  the  English  are  metallified;  and 
they  act  only  from  the  impulse  of  gain. 
With  them,  there  is  neither  bonoar  nor 
fSaith,  nor  do  they  hold  any  obligation  «• 
cred.— They  have  sacrificed  your  Msje*- 
ty's  Hoiwe,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Holland. 
Austria,  Prussia,  and  latterly,  Portugal 
and  Spain.  But,  at  this  moment,  they 
have  no  friends  on  the  Continent;  tbey 
have  lost  all  their  relations  with  it-  ' 
make  this  representation  to  your  Majetty> 
to  impress  you  vnth  the  truth  of  my  ex- 
pressions, and  the  absolute  necessity  un- 
der which  I  find  myself  of  sacrificing  some 
dynasties.  But  a  new  order  <>f^^*".?'/* 
about  to  succeed,  and  every  thing  wHy® 
remedied.  Frantfe,  though  friendly  to  in- 
novation, entertains,  nevertheless,  gr^ 
attachment  gnd  deference  for  estabhsbcd 
usaffes  and  customs.  . 

The  same  people  who  destroyed  tw 
throne  di^  not  ce«»e  imtU  they  re-««taM*' 
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•d  it  with  greater '  pomp  and  splendour 
tban  it  had  before ;  and  I  have  found  my 
lelf  Qoder  the  necessity  of  creating  a  No- 
bility, to  which,  however,  I  have  given 
a  laore  convenient  form  than  that  of  the 
aecient  order.    In  like   manner.  Monar- 
chical France  claims  and  insisu  upon  her 
rights  to  those  crowns   which  she  for- 
merly possessed,  and  your  Majesty  will 
iastaatly  perceive,  that  events  may  occa- 
sion a  change  of  Dynasty  in  France,  but 
not  any  variation  or  alteration  in  her  rights 
or  relations.    From  this  motive  I  have  re- 
whred  to  place  the  crowns  of  Spain  and 
«aly  on  the  heads  of  brothers  and  rela- 
joos,  who,  besides  b^ing  Princes  of  my 
House,  conceive  that  they  have  contribut- 
•J  to  my  elevation  to  the  throne.    Your 
Miyesty,  who  are  aware  that  every  thine 
J»  linked  together  bv  immutable  laws,  wifl 
pwceive  the  necessity  that  has  compelled* 
me  to  adopt  this  rule.    As  to  what  con- 
cerns the  altserations  in  the  north,  I  assure 
yonr  Majesty  that  I  have  no  particular 
interest  in  them.^    I  have  merely  permit- 
•d  them  with  ihe  view  of  diminishing  the 
power  wai  influence  of  Russia,  which,  re- 
^^i^^ifig  the  other  states  of  Europe  as  con- 
^nuaJJy  divided,  and  always  having  dif- 
jw*ot  interests,    like    the    republics  of 
Greece  in  ancient  times,  may  one  day  be- 
come what  'Macedonia  wras  in  respeci  to 
^m;   and  the.  present  Alexander,  per- 
^>8,  sobJQgate  more  nations  than  he  who 
P^Aetrated  as  far  as  Ind  ia.    The  prejud  ices 
<^  the  House  of  Austria,  which  nas  impo- 
liticly eiEerted  itself  to  sustain  the  rights 
of  that  of  BourbAon,  have  hitherto  made 
»e  act  in  op'position  to  my  intentions,  so 
t^at  I  have  been  obliged  to  temporise  with 
the  Czar  of  the  Russians,  whose  interests 
are  different  from  mine,  and  whose  incli- 
nations follow  the  impulse  given  them  by 
tbe  intrigues  and   parties  m    his  court, 
rhe  late  war  with  Austria  has  enlightened 
jhe  Emperor  Francis  with  regard  to  his 
interest;  and  1,  who  »m  attached  to  the' 
>ld  system  of  France,  have  proposed  and 
>btained    an    alliance    with  one    of  his 
laughters.     It  is  with  the  highest  satis- 
actioQ  that  I  announce  to  your  Majesty 
bis  stroke  of  my  policy,  which,  at  the 
ame  time  that  it  will  confer  happiness  on 
be  greater  part  of  Europe,  will  open   a 
^ay  for  me  to  obtain  the  regard  and  es- 
^m    of  your  Majesty.       lam  anxious 
^at  this  marriage  should  be  represented 
y  your  Majesty  to  Europe  to  be  what  it 
^y  ia>  just^  equal,  and  proper.     I,  who 
A  faithful  to  my  prpmises,  and  powerful 


to  accomplish  them,  will  gratefully  repay 
your  Majesty  for  the  interest  which  you 
will  thus  take  in  the  tranquillity  of  so  many 
nations.  The  dynasties  of  Bourbon  will 
all  of  them  be  indemnified  for  their  losses. 
The  Princes  of  the  House  of  Spain  will' 
receive  their  indemnification  in  countries 
which  have  no  contact  with  France,  and 
where  their  relations  cannot  be  adverse 
to  my  dynasty.  As  to  your  Majesty's 
House,  I  will  make  every  possible  ex- 
ertion in  its  favour.  Master  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  it  will  not  be  difficult  for  me 
to  take  Gibraltar,  and  1  shall  then  exclude 
the  English  from  the  Mediterranean. 
They  will  lose  Malta ;  and  in  the  coast  of 
Africa  and  Egypt,  I  shall  find  colonies  su- 
perior to  those  1  have  lost.  France,  from 
its  situation,  needs  no  islands ;  and  if  your 
Majesty  consider  it  topographically,  you 
will  observe  that  in  reality  none  belong 
to  her.  In  this  point  of  view,  Sicily,  Sar* 
dinia,  Corsica,  Malta,  the  Ionian  islands, 
and  several  of  the  Archipelago,  will  form 
the  patrimony  of  your  Majesty's  line, 
which,  in  that  case,  may  look  upon  itself 
as  the  England  of  the  Mediterranean. 
Let  not  your  Majesty  persist  in  the  wish 
to  recover  the  states  which  your  fa- 
mily formerly  possessed  in  Italy. — Im« 
periQus  circumstances  have  compelled 
me  to  m^e  so  many  variations,  that  it  is 
now  impossible  to  alter  them,  and  the 
islands  above  enumerated  are  a  complete 
equivalent.  I  have  explained  my  ideas 
to  ypor  Majesty,  at  full  length,  and  have 
spoken  to  you  with  that  sincerity  which 
becomes  one  who  is  on  the  eve  of  being 
your  nephew. — From  henceforth,  all  feel- 
ings of  rancour,  animosity,  and  passion, 
should  cease.  I  forget  the  injuries  I  have 
received  ;  and  your  Majesty  ought  to  re- 
gard me  as  your  relative  and  your  ally. 
My  cause  and  my  interests  ought  to  be 
those  of  your  Majesty,  as  those  that  be- 
long to  you  shall  be  mine.  I  shall  ag- 
grandize the  dominions  of  the  House  of 
Austria,  restore  her  to  her  ancient  splen- 
dour, make  her  mistress  of  the  Danube, ' 
ffive  her  ports  on  the  Black  Sea,  and,  in 
%ort,  a  navy,  which  shall  command  the 
whole  of  that  sea,  and  whose  flag  will  be 
respected  in  the  Archipelago. 

'*  I  will  assist  her  in  her  quarrels  with ' 
Russia  ;  and  the  Princes,  the  brothers  of 
the  Emperor  Francis,  shall  reign  over 
countries  which  that  power  has  usurped 
ever  since  the  tinre  of  Peter  the  Great. 
In  recompence  for  all  this,  I  require  only 
the  friendship,  the  good-will  of  v^ur  Ma? 

-Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


959] 


POUTICAL  KBGIBTER.—Qficial  Papers. 


[m 


jesty.  Upon  this^  depends  the  happinegs 
of  more  than  an  hundred  millions  of  souls; 
and  I,  who  am  interested  in  the  welrare 
of  so  many  nations,  pray  and  supplicate 

iour  Majesty  to  second  my  intentions, 
et  not  prejudices,  erroneoos  views  of  in- 
terest, and,  above  alt,  the  seductive  arti- 
fices of  the  English,  cause  your  Mskjesty 
to  lof^e  so  favourable  a  conjuncture. 

"  Let  yopr  Majesty,  availing  yourself 
of  your  natural  taleut  and  perspicacity, 
avoid  being  surprised  by  tlvqso  who  hover 
about  yotir  spouse.  May  Europe  not  tee 
herseh  frustrated  of  this  basis  oi  felicity  ; 
in  consequence  of  which,  the  interest  of 
all  the  dyd.isties  beuig  conciliated,  they 
may  fall  with  their  whole  weight  upon 
the  pirates !  May  the  present  veneration, 
in  front  of  whom  Providence  has  placed 
us,  witness  the  sacrifice  which  Monarchs 
shall  be  disposed  to  make  of  their  pas- 
sions I  This  I  expect  of  your  Majesty, 
and  so  I  entreat  that  he  may  take  y«u  into 
his  holy  and  worthy  keeping,  &c. 


NEW  DUTCH  DECREE. 

Louie  Napokan,  hy  the  Grace  qf  G^d  and 
the  C&nsHiutian  qf  the  Kingdom^  Kmg 
efHoikn4,  OmetakU  if  France. 

Upon  the  Report  of  oar  Minister  of 
FinBnCe,of  the  l^lst  of  May,  1810,  lto.-«- 
We  have  decreed,  and  hereby  decree» 

Art*  1 .  The  line  of  two  thousand  rods, 
established  by  our  decree  of  the  25th  of 
May,  lt509,  No.  25,  and  further  described 
in  our  decree  of  the  5rd  of  November, 
1809,  No,  12,  within  which  limits,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  places  therein 
nientfoned,  and  the  Town  of  the  Hague, 
are  prohibitfd  all  magazines,  depots  or 
warehouses  of  colonial  goods  and  English 
manufactures,  or  articles  held  to  be  such 
according  to  the  Proclamation  of  the  31st 
of  May  1805,  is  extended  to  the  distance 
of  five  thousand  rods  from  the  sea-coasts. 
All  unlicensed  magazines  found  within 
the  former  space,  shall  be  put  under  se- 
questration, to  be  disposed  of  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  farther  provided. 


2.  The  proprietors  of  such  magavnti 
lying  between  the  distance  of  two  thoo* 
sand,  and  tbat  of  6ve  thousand  rods  from 
the  sea-coasts,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  clear 
and  carry  off  the  same,  within  the  space 
of  1 4  days,  under  the  authority  of  ioUnd 
permits. 

3.  All  licensed  retail  dealers  shall  d^ 
liver  in  at  the  nearest  office  of  the  Direc- 
tor by  Water,  t  special  declaration  ia 
writing  of  thi^ir  stock  ia  hand* 

4.  The  necessary  sufferances  shall  b« 
delivered  to  the  retail  dealers,  to  ascertain 
the  colonial  goods  and  manufactures  whidi 
they  may  keep  on  hand  in  order  te  carry 
on  their  trade.  This  stock  shall  be  regth 
lated  by  the  average  of  the  extent  of  tuir 
licences,  and  the  amount  of  their  pay- 
ments to  the  weigh-house  tax,  ia  cik 
they  are  rated  thereto.  The  qasotity, 
however,  shall  in  no  case  exceed  oae-tbira 
of  the  annual  sales. 

5.  The  local  authorities  shall,  within 
the  shortest  possible  period,  transmit  to 
the  Director- General  of  the  Middelentt 
Water,  lists  of  the  licenced  sbopkeepeis 
within  their  respective  districts,  aealing  in 
colonial  commodities  and  maaufactares, 
with  a  statement  of  the  sum  they  are  rated 
atj  to  the  wei^h-housie  ta;c,  which  sW^ 
men't  they  are  empowered  to  demand  of 
the  Receiver  or  Cloliector  of  the  Mi4<i^ 
len  te  Lande.  The  said  li.>t^  are  U)  be 
accompanied  with  such  -remarks  as  tend 
to  make  the  Director* General  more  parti- 
cnlarty  acquainted  with  their  local  ia* 
teresls  in  this  respect* 

6.  The  present  decree  shall  be  pob- 
lisbed  in  the  Bulletin  of  Lawsb 

7.  Our  Minister  of  Finance)  JwAicti 
and  Police,  and  also  tiie  Director-General 
of  the  Middelen  te  Waver,  are  charged 
with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree. 

Given  at  our  Palace  at  Haarlcnir  ^ 
244h  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1810,  and 
of  our  reign  the  nfth. 

(Signed)        Louu  Napolbou. 


Pubtlshed  by  R.  BAGSHA^^,  Brydget-Street,  Covent .  eard^n  : — Sold  also  by   J,  BUDD,  Palt**'** 
lOMDOW  t— Mated  by  T.  C.  Baourd^  Pcterborou,H  -couf  t,  rieet-Mrcer, 


COBBETT'S  WEEKLY  POLITICAL  REGISTER. 


Vot.  XV \L  No.  ?6.] 

LONDON,  SATURDAY.  JUNE  30,  1810. 

[Prirt  l». 

«} 

• 

[969 

TO  THB 
REAIKBRS  OF  THE  SSGISTER. 

I  trusty  that,  when  the  sitaation,  in 

which  I  am  now  placed,  is  considered,  I 

AaH  be  excused  for  net  having  any  t^g 

cf  my  own  to  present  to  tHe  public. 

Snce  the  THoi,  J  have  been  compelled  4o 

Um  my  hooie  (to  which  I  hastened  on 

the  day  of  the  Tjrtal),  in  order  to  go  to 

London  to  put  m  bail  for  my  appearance 

to  neceive^  judgment.    /  Firom  London  it 

vratabsohitely  necesaory  to  return  hither, 

in  order  to  make  some  little    arrange- 

neiit  io.ny  aflaira    here,  which   have, 

hjCherto»been  always  managed  by  myself. 

To  do  thii,  even  in  a  v«ry  iaaperfect  maA' 

ner,  wooid  require  every  moment  of  the 

UmbB  that  I  can  remain  here;  and,  there- 

^,  I  think  that  no  apology  will  be 

thoi^ht  necessary  for  my  not  writing  any 

tiiiaf  Kit  publication  this  w^eek.    Indeed, 

to  write  to  any  purpose,  with  one's  mind 

«id  heart  palled  so  many  ways  is  impoa* 

iible.    It  wo^itd  be  vain  to  attempt  it. 

W-.  COBBFTT. 
Boaey,Jmems  I8i0. 

N.  B.  It  W9S  my  intention  to  have 
closed  the  Volume  with  this  Number,  but 
ti>erc  has  not  been  time  to  make  out  the 
IttimxBs  and  Tables. 


S^ond  Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  l*roceeding$  reiatwe  to  S»9*  Francis 
BurdeU — [Ordered,  ty  the  Home  of 
Cdmmofu,  to  beprmicd,  Q$d  Mu^  1810. 
— iW  Pkrit  R^tcrtt  me  p.  850.] 

The  Select  ComnTTBE '  appointed  to 
consider  of  the  Proceedings  had,  and 


to  be  had,  with  reference  to  the  se« 
rcral  Papers  signed  "  Francis  Bur- 
dett :" — the  Contents  of  which  re- 
latcQ  ^o  his  being  apprehended  and 
committed  to  the  Tower  of  Lond<Mi, 
ai>d  which  Papers  were  communi- 
catee^ to  the  HoQhe,  by  Mr.  Speaker^ 
upon  the  ISth  and  17  th  days  of  Apri} 
last ; — and  to  report  such  lacts,  as 
they  may  think  necessary,  together 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  House ;— And  to 
whom  the  lanatters  stated  by  the  Ser* 
jcant  at  Arrfis  attending  the  House^ 
and  the  Process  served  upon  him  in  an 
Action  at  Law  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett^ 
— and  atso  the  SuYnmons  served  on 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  Notice  of  De* 
claration  delivered  to  the  Serjeant  at 
^rms,  at  the  Suit  of  the  said  Sir  Fran- 
cis Burdett;  were  referred ; — ^And  to 
whore  the  Report  was  re-committed, 
whif.h  was  made  from  the  said  Cmn- 

mittee; ^Have,     {mrsuant    to   the 

Orders  of  the  House,  further  consi- 
dered the  matters  referred  to  them ; 
and  have  agreed  to  the  following  lte« 

PORT  : 

Tour  Committee,  resuming  theconsi<* 
deration  of  the  principal  matters  reserved 
in  their  former  RepK>rt,  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  state  all  the  various  Prece- 
dents  which  are  to  be  found  of  the  exer* 
cise  of  the  power  of  Commitment  by  the 
House  of  Commons  for  Breaches  of  Pri* 
vitege.  and  Contempt  in  general,  conceii^ 
ittff  that  to  be  a  power  too  clear  to  be 
called  in  question,  and  proved,  if  proof 
Were  necpssary,  by  the  same  Preceaents, 
which  they  have  collected  with  a  view  to 
the  point  to  which  they  have  more  imme* 
diately  directed  their  attt^ntion,  and  which 
IVeoedents  are  subjoined  to  their  Report 
^-Tbe  Cases  whictuyour  Committee  nave 
selected  as  moit  directly  connected  with 
the  subject  referred  to  them,  are  those  of 
Commitments  for  Libel,  an  oflence  which 
tends  to  excite  popular  mis'jpprebension 
and  di^^afiection,  endangers  the  freedom 
of  the  Debates  and  Proceedings  in  Par« 
Hament,  and  reauires  the  most  prempt 
interposition  a^a  restraint.     Jh^  9§mt 
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of  immediate  punisb«nent  and  example  is 
required  to  prevent  the  evils  necessarily 
arisinj^  from  this  oflfence.  which  evil  it 
is  obvious  would  be  much  less  effectually 
guarded  against  by  the  more  dilatory 
proceedings  of  the  ordinary  Courts  of 
I^w ;  nevertheless  upon  some  occasions 
the  [louse  of  Commons  have  proceeded 
against  persons  committing  such  offences, 
by  directing  Prosecutions,  or  by  address- 
ing his  Majesty  to  direct  them,  as  ap- 
jjears  by  the  Precedents  collected  in  the 
Appendix. — From  the  series  of  Prece- 
dents ^'hich  your  Committee  And  on  your 
Journals,  it  will  most  chaily  appear  ,that 
the  Hou  ie  of  Commons  have  treated  Li- 
bels as  Contempts ;  that  thcjy  have  fre- 
quently punished  the  Authors  and  Pub- 
lishers of  them  by  Commitment,  whether 
those  Authors  and  Publishers  were  or 
Were  not  Members  of  the  House ;  and 
that  this  power  has  teen  exercised  at  all 
times,  as  far  back  as  the  Journals  afford 
ah  opportunity  of  tracing  it.  And  your 
Committee  cannot  forbear  observing,  that 
the  Precedents  subjoined  to  their  Report 
establish  this  Law  of  Parliament,  upon  the 
ground  and  evidence  of  an  immemorial 
u'sage,  as  strong  and  satisfactory  as  would 
be  held  sufhcient  in  a  Court  ot  Law,  for 
the  establishment  of  any  legal  right. — 
Your  Ct>mmittee  also  beg  leave  to  observe, 
that  the  general  power  of  Commitment 
was  solemnly  asserted  by  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1075,  and  in  their  Resolu- 
tions of  1701  ;  and  was  also  claimed  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  Bnd  admitted 
by  the  House  ofl^rds  in  the  most  ex- 
plicit terms,  in  the  Conference  between 
the  two  Houses  in  the  case  of  Ashby  and 
White,  in  1 70  J. ;  although  other  points 
arising  in  that  case  were  strongly  contro- 
verted between  the  two  Houses. — Your 
Committee  further  state,  that  it  has  been 
recognized  by  legal  authority,  and  by 
the  most  solemn  decisions  of  the  Courts 
of  Law  on  various  occasions,  whenever  any 
question  upon  it  has  been  brought  before 
them :— By  eleven  of  the  Judges — in  the 
Caseof  the  Aylesbury  Men.  2LordRayra. 
p.  1105.  3  Wils.  p.  205.— By  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench — in  Murray's  Case.  1 
Wils.  p.  2m.  1751.  By  the  Court  of 
Ccrmmon  Pleas — in  the  Case  of  Brass 
Crosby.  3  Wils.  p.  203.  l771.^By  the 
Court  of  Exchequer — in  the  Case  of  Oliver. 
1771.— A"*^  *^*l  t^»*  power  of  Commit- 
njent  by  dther  House  of  Parliament, 
was  further  recognised  by  the  Court  of 
King'f^  Beijch  in  the  Case  of  Benjamin 


Flower,  8  Terra  Reports,  p.  325,  who 
had  been  committed  by  the  House  of 
Lords.  And  your  Committee  have  not 
found  the  authority  of  a  single  decision 
to  the  contrary  in  any  Court  whatefer. 
—Your  Committee  also  beg  leave  to  state, 
that  the  Judges .  of  the  Common  Law 
have  considered  Libels  upon  their  Courts 
or  the  proceedings  in  judicature  as  Coo* 
tempts,  and  have  frequently  punished 
the  authors  and  publishers  of  them  by 
summary  commitment.  This  appears 
from  varfous  instances  stated  in  the  Ap- 
pendix which  have  occurred  both  in 
Courts  of  Law  and  lujuity. — Amongst  the 
Judges  who  have  concurred  in  those  de- 
cisions, upon  the  power  of  Parliament 
and  of  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Equity  to 
commit  for  such  Contempts,  arc  to  be 
found  Lawyers  the  most  distinguished 
for  their  zealous  regard  for  the  liberty  of 
the  subject,  and  the  most  upright,  able  and 
enlightened  men  that  ever  adorned  the 
seat  of  justice ;  and*  the  doctrines  laid 
down  by  them  all  coincide  with  the  opi- 
nion solemnly  delivered  by  Lord  Chiet 
Justice  De  Grey  in  Crosby's  Case,  that 
the  power  of  Commitment  is  "  inherent  in 
the  House  of  Commons  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  its  institution,  and  that  they  can 
commit  generally  for  all  centempls."  3 
Wils.  p.  198. — Under  all  these  circum- 
stances, your  Committee  can  hare  no  he- 
sitation in  submitting  their  decided  opi- 
nion, that  the  power  of  Commitment  for 
a  Libel  upon  the  House,  or  upon  its  mem- 
bers, for  or  relative  to  any  thing  said  or 
done  therein,  is  essential  to  the  Freedom 
of  Debate,  to  the  Independence  of  Par- 
liament,  to  the  security  of  the  Libi^rty  9^ 
the  Subject,  and  to  the  general  preservation 
of  the  State.— This  power  is  m  truth  part 
of  the  fundamental  Law  of  Parliament; 
the  Law  of  Parliament  is  the  Law  of  the 
Land  ;  part  of  the  Lex  Terrae,  mentioned 
in  Magna  Charta,  where  it  is  declared, 
that  "  no  Freeman  shall  be  taken  or  mp- 
soned  but  by  lawful  judgment  of  his 
Peers,  or  by  the  Law  of  the  Land;"  and  it 
is  as  much  within  the  meaning  of  these 
words,  *'  the  Law  of  the  Land,"  as  the  uni- 
versally acknowledged  power  of  Con- 
mitment  for  Contempt  by  the  Courts  of 
Justice  in  Westminster  Hall,  which  CoortJ 
have  inherent  in  them  the  samfotrf 
power  of  punishing  such  Contempts  by 
Commitment  of  the  Offenders,  without 
the  intervention  of  a  Jury. — Your  Co«* 
mittee  therefore  arc  of  Opinion,  That  tm« 
Power  is  founded  on  the  clearest  priod' 
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pies  of  expediency  and  right,  proved  by 
immeniofial  u.sap;e,  recognised  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  higliest  legal  Authorities, 
and  analogous  to  the  power  exercised 
withottt  dispute  by  Courts  of  Justice  ; 
that  it  grew  up  with  our  Constitution ; 
that  it  is  established  and  confirmed  as 
clearly  and  incontfovertibly  as  any  part 
of  the  Law  of  the  Land,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  important  safeguards  of  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  the  People. 

Extracts  from  the  Appendix, 
Claim  and  Recognition  of  the  Privileges 
of  Parliament,  and  the  power  of  Com- 
mitment. 

11  Rich.  IL— .Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  iii.  p.  24  k 
— ^En  yeest  Parlement,  tontz  les  Seign'rs 
si  bien  £spiritels  come  Temporels  alors 
presents  clamerent  come  lour  Libertee  & 
Franchise,  qMes  grosses  raatires  moevez  en 
cest  Parlement,  &  a  movers  en  autres  Par- 
lementz  en  temps  a*  venir,  tochantz  Pieres 
de  la  Terre,  serroient  demesnez,  ajuggez, 
9c  di^us  par  le  cours  de  Parlement,  & 
nemye  par  la  Loy  Civile,  ne  par  la  Com- 
mune, Ley  de  la  Terre,,  usez  en  autres 
plus  basCourtes  du  Roiaflme:  quell  claym, 
libcrte,  &  franchise  le  Roy  lour  benigne- 
ment  alloua  &  ottroia  en  plein  Parlement. 

32  Hen.  VL— Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  v.  p.  239. 
^Thorp's  Case. — ^The  seid  Lordes  Spiri- 
tuelx  and  Tempore Ix  not  entendyng  to 
eiopeche  or  hurt  the  Libertees  and  Privi- 
legges  of  theym  that  were  com' en  for  the 
Commune  ot  this'lande  to  this  present 
Parlement,  but  egally  after  the  cours  of 
lawe  to  mynystre  justice,  and  to  have 
knowlegge  what  the  law  will  wey  in  that 
behalve,  opened  and  declared  to  the  Jus- 
tices the  premissez,  and  axed  of  them 
whether  the  seid  Thomas  ought  to  be 
delivered  from  prison*,  by  force  and 
vertue  of  the  Privelegge  of  Parlement  or 
noo.  To  the  which  question  the  chefe 
J^stcez,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Justicez, 
after  sadde  communication  and  mature 
deliberation  badde  among  theim,,  aun- 
swered  and  said,  that  they  ought  not  to 
aunswereto.that  question,  for  it  hath  not  be 
used  afore  tyme  that  the  Justicez  should 
in  eay  wysc  determine  the  Privelegge  of 
this  high  Court  of  Parlement. 

4  Hen.  VIL— The  original  Roll  in  the 
Parliament  Office. — Stroud's  Case. — ^This 
is  the  act  conc'nj'ng  Richard  JStroude  for 
matt'  resoned  in  the  P*iiament. — ^The 
act  begins  by  reciting  the  Petition  of  Rd. 
Stronde,  and  after  that  recital  proceeds 
thus : 


Henry  R.  Soit  baill  aux  Senio's. 

And  on  that  be  it  inacted  by  the  seidfc 
Autorite,  That  al  suts,  accusenientis,  con- 
d^mpnacons,  execucions,  fynys,  am'cia- 
mentis,  punysshements,  correccons,  grev- 
'ncez,  charges,  &  impositions  putt  or  hadde 
or  her  aft'  to  be  put  or  hadde  unto  or  apon 
the  seide  Richard,  and  to  every  other  .of 
thep'son  or  p'son  afore  specyfycd  that 
nowe  be  of  this  p'sent  P'liament  or  that 
of  any  P'liament  her  after  shall  be  for  any 
by  lie  speyking,.  reasonying  or  declarying 
oft*  any  mat*  or  maters  conc'nying  the* 
P'liament  to  be  comenced  and  treated , 
oil)  be  utt'ly  voyde  8c  of  none  elFecte,  and 
on  that  be  hyt  inacted  by  the  seide  Atito- 
rite.  That  if  the  seide  Richard  Strode  or 
any  of  all  the  seide  other  p'son  or  persons 
her  after  be  vexy'd,  trobeled  or  other 
wyse  charged  for  any  causes  as  is  afore- 
saide,  that  then  he  or  they  &  every  of  them 
so  vexed  or  troubled  off  and  foe  the  same, 
have  acc'on  upon  the  case  agaynste  ev'ry 
such  p'son  or  p'sons  so  vexying  or  tro-^ 
belying  any  cot'rie  to  this  Ordin'ns  &. 
p'vision,  in  the  whych  acc'on  the-p'tilsf 
greyvd  shall  be  recov'  treby'll  damages  & 
costis  &  that  no  p'teccon,  essouie  nov  nfa- 
ger  of  Lawe  yn  the  seide  acc'on  in  any^ 
wise  be  adraytted  nor  receyvid* 

.     A  Ce^st  Bill  Ley  Seinos  ss  Assent. 

1006.— Com.  Joum.  Vol.-  i.  p.  349.—. 
The  Commons  t^ll  the  Lords  "  that  they 
doubt  not,  but  the  Commons  House  Ls  a 
Court,  and  a  Court  of  Record." 

1620.— Com.  Journ.  Vol.  j.  p.  54.5.— In 
a  Report  of  Precedents  by  sir  Edward 
Coke,  it  is  agreed,  '*  The  House  of  Com- 
mons, alone,  hath  a  power  of  punishment, 
and  that  judicial." — Hall's  Case  23  Elizth. 
and  Long's  Case  .3th  Elizth.  cited. 

1675,  June  4th.-'— Com.  Journ.  Vol.  ix. 
p.  354. — In  the  matter  of  the  appellant 
Jurisdiction  of  the  House  of  Lonls,  the 
Commons  assert  their  right "  to  punish  by 
impri^onment  a  Commoner  that  is  guilty 
of  violating  their  privileges,  that  being  ac- 
cording to  the  kno^n  Laws  and  Custom  of 
Parliament  and  the  right  of  their  Privi- 
leges declared  by  the  King's  Royal  Pre- 
decessors ill  former  Parliaments  and  by 
himself  in  this;"  and  "that  neither  the 
Great  Charter,  the  Petition  of  Riaht.  nor 
any  other  Laws,  do  take  away  the  La^ 
and  Custom  of  Parliament,  or  of  either 
House  of  Parliament." 

1701 Vol.  xiii,  pv  767— Kenti.sh  Pe- 
tition.— Resolved,  That  it  is  the  Opinion  • 
of  this  Committee,  that  to  assert  the  Hous« 
of  Commons  have  no  power  of  Comaait^ 

2  H  2  ^  1      . 
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ment^  but  of  ttieir  own  Membetv^  tends  to 
the  subr^rsion  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
House  of  Oommons. 

Resolved*  l^bat  it  is  the  Opinion  of  thi« 
GoBiinitiee,  That  to  print  or  publish  any 
Books  or  Libels  reflecting  upM  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  iiouse  of  Commons,  ox 
^y  member  thereof,  for  or  relating  to  his 
senrice  toerein,  is  a  high  riolait  n  of  the 
Rights  and  Ihrivileges  of  the  House  of 
Commons, 

Aihby  &Wbite«-piC(mfereiices  between 
the  two  Hnust  s. 

l\kt  Coniiuons  at  the  second  Conference 
with  the  Loi^  re-asaarr  their  Resohition 
of  1701 : 

"  For  it  is  the  ancient  and  luidoQbtffL 
right  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  commit 
for  breach  of  PriTHege ;  and  the  instances 
of  their  cpmHiitting  persons  (not  Members 
of  the  Home)  for  oreach  of  Priyilege,  and 
that  to  any  n&r  Migesty's  prisons,  are  an^ 
dent)  so  many»  and  so  well  known  to  your^ 
Iiordshipsy  that  the  Commons  think  it 
netdless  to  produce  tbem/'-^lionis  Joarn. 
Vol.  atfii.  p.  70flL 

Lordfr  Joucn.  Vol.  »^vP«  7 1 4* 

|Fba  Lords  in  answer  atLy,^^'*  Tne  Lorda 
Btftr  disputed,  the  Commons  power  of 
ooij^mittinji  for  beeach  of  Privilege,  as  well 
peraooi  wm»  ace  not  of  the  Hduse  of  Com- 
mons as  those  who  are/'  6lc. 

RscoGNiTioN  of  the  I^ow  and  Priyilege  of 
Parliament,  and  cf  the  Power  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  commit  for  Con- 
tempt, b^  Legal  Authorities*  and  by 
the  Decision  of  Courts  of  Justice. 

Coke>  4*  Ihst.  fb.  15>— *Lord  Coke  ob* 
aenres  upon  the  Claim  of  the.  Lords,  in  11 
of  Rich.  U.  sanctioned  by  the  King  fas 
stated  in  the  first 'paragraph  of  Appenoix 
C.)  under  the  head  of'  Lex  et  Consuetudo 
*  Parliament ;'  as  ibilbweth— ^''  And  as 
oTery  Court  of  Justice  hath  Lavas  and  Cus- 
toms for  its  direction,  some  by  the  Com- 
mon Law,  some  by  the  Cinl  Law  and 
Common  Law,  some  by  peculiar  L^tws  and 
Customs,  &c.  so  the  High  Court  of  Par- 
Itament—- suis  pioprijs  logibos  et  consue* 
todtntbus  subsisth — it  is  lex  et  consuetudo 
Parliament!,  that  all  weighty  matters  in 
any  Parliament,  moved  concerning  the 
Peers  of  the  Realm,  or  Commons  in  Par- 


Parhamenti— concerning  the  Peers  of  tkii 
Realm,  b}*  the  King,  and  all  the  Lnrds 
>piritual  and  Temporal :  And  the  like, 
pari  rafiofte,  is  for  the  Commons  fbr  tay 
thing  moved  or  done  in  the  Hooie  of 
Commons.'' 

Cokt^,  4  Inst.  fo.  50.— And  oa  snodNT 
occasioni  in  trvatingof  the  Laws,  Citftooi, 
Liberties  and  Privileges  of  the  Court  of 
Parliamem,  whichi  he  saith>  •*  hath  bees 
much  desired,  and  are  ibe  ver)*  hent^ 
strini;s  of  the  Commonwealth  ;"  Im^ 
Coke  sayt,-*''  AU  the  Jui4ices  of  England 
and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  are  aswrt* 
ants  to  the  Lords  to  inform  them  of  tks 
Common  Law,  and  thereunto  are  called 
severally  by  writ :  neither  doth  \i  beldng 
to  hem  (as  hath  been  said),  to  judge  w 
any  Law>  Custom,  or  Privilege  <rf  Psriia- 
meni?  And  to  say  the  truth,  the  Ltrnt 
Customs,  Liberties,  and  Privileges  of  Par- 
liament, are  better  to  be  learned:  oat  of 
the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  and  otber  B^ 
cords,  and  by  Precedents  and  contianed 
experience,  ttiancan  bo  exprsBsed  by  any 
one  man's  pen/'. 

26  Car.  IL— 167*.— State  Triah,  Vol 
«rii.  p..  449»~Soame's  Case —Lofd  Chief 
Jnstic  North  said,—''  I  can  see  so  odier 
way.  to  avoid  consequences  dersgatory  ^ 
^  the  honour  of  the  Parliament,  bat  to  reject 
the  action;  and  all  others  that  A^  relate 
eithpptotbe  Proceedings  or  PrifilW^<» 
Parlisment,  as  our  prodeceasors  have  done. 
For  if  we  should  admit  general  rsmediei 
injnattera  relating  to  the  Pariiaawit,^ 
must  set  bounds  how  far  they  shall  go, 
which  is  a  dangerous  province  ;^  for  if  ^ 
err.  Privilege  of  ParUament  will  be  i^ 
▼aded,  which  we  ought  not  ia  any  way  to 
endamage.'' 

1675.^-Suto  Trials,  Vol.  ii.  p.  «2.- 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury's  Case.-4n  ibe  Case 
of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  who  wssconj* 
mitted  by  the  House  of  Lords,  "  for  hij^ 
contempts  committed  against  the  Hon^ 
on  being  fought  up  to  the  King*i*  Beww 
on  the  Return  of  an  Habeas  Gorpofl»  tw 
Court  unanimously  determined  $^^ 
entertaining  th(%  case ;  m^en  RaiaaW) 
Chief  Justice,  saWL  "  This  Court  has  vo 
jurisdiction  of  the  Cause,  and  therefore  tw 
form  of  the  Return  is  not  consideraM<' 
We  ought  not  to  extend  our  jurisdictioft 


Maoaent  assembled,  ought  to  he  determin-^  beyond  its  limits,  and  the  actions  of  o^' 


ed,  adjudged,  and  discussed  by  the  course 
of  Parliament  and  not  by  C^vil  Law,  nor  yet 
by  the  Cooamon  Laws  of  this  Realm  used 
in  inferior  Courts  ;  which  was  ao  declared 
|p  be^satfnndiMil  it^sjok  et  coBivet^dinem 


3>jfr<jTaifi? 


ancestors  wiU  not  warrant  such  as  at* 
tempt.-*.The  consequence  would  be  *«? 
mtschievous,  i£  this  Court  should  deliver  a 
.  Member  of  AeHouse  of  Peers  and  Cow- 
m<}na  who  are  committed^  fbr.tbersbjr  m 
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business  of  Parliament  tnay  be  retarded ) 
for  it  may  be  the  Cdmmltment  was  for  evil 
behaTionr^or  indecent  reflections  on  other 
Members,  to  the  distaibancc  of  the  affairs 
of  Parliament.  The  coBunitment  in  this 
case  is  not  for  safe  custody ;  but  he  is  in 
execution  of  the  judgment  given  by  the 
Lordi  tor  contempt ;  and  therefore  if  he 
should  be  bailed,  he  would  be  delivered 
out  of  execution;  tor  a  contempt  in/ucie 
atria  there  is  no  other  jadgment  or  execu- 
Uon.  This  Court  has  no  JHrisdictiun,  and 
therefore  he  ought  to  be  remanded.  I 
deJiyer  no  opinion  whciher  it  would  be 
otherwise  in  case  of  a  Pieiogative/' 

175i,   Feb.    7th.— I   Wilson  p.   20(V^ 
Murray's  Case — When  .he  was  brought 
up  to  the  King's  Bench  by  a  Habeas  Cor* 
pus,  and  thv  Court  unanimously  refused 
to  discharge  him,  Mr.  Jpstice  Wnght  satd, 
*'  It  appears  upon  the  Return  of  this  Ha- 
bcas  Corpus,  that  Mr.   Murray  U  com. 
mitted  lo  Newgate  by  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  for  an  high  and  daneerous contempt 
€ji  the  Privileges  of  thai  House ;  and  ii  is 
torn  insisted  on  at  the  bar,  that  this  is  1 
bailabie  case,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act— To  this  I  answer, 
that  it  has  been  determined  by  all  the 
Judges  to  the  .oontrary ;    that  it  could 
nti^r  be  tfei^  intent  of  that  Statute  to  give 
a  Jod^  'a%  his  chamber,  or  this  Court, 
pufwer  to  Judge  of  the  Privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons.— The  House  of  Com-^ 
mons  is  undoubtedly  an  high  Court;  and 
it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  they  have 
jaemmi  to  judge  of  their  own  Privileges; 
It  need  not  appear  to  us  what  the  con- 
tempt was  for;  if  it  did  appear,  we  could 
not  judge  thereof— Lord  Shaf)«sbury  was 
oouuniUed  for  a  contempt  of  the  House  ; 
and  bein^  brought  here  by  an  Habeas 
Corpiis,  the  Court  remanded  him ;  and  no 
case  has  been  cited  wherever  this  Court 
iater|iosed.««^The  House  of  Commons  is 
superior  to  this  Court  in  this  particular : 
thts  Court  cannot  admit  to  bail  a  person 
comiaitted  for  a  contempt  in  any  other 
Court  in  Westminster  Hall." 

Dennison,  Justice.—-^' This  Court  has 
BO  junsdiction  in  the  present  case.  We 
granted  the  Habeas  Corpus,  not  knowing 
i^at  the  commitment  was;  but  now  it 
applBsrs  to  be  for  a  contempt  of  the  Privi- 
leges of  the  House  of  Commons ;  what 
tboae  Privileges  (of  either  House)  are,  we 
do  not  know;  norneed  they  tell  us  what 
the  cootemptwas,  because  we  cannot  judge 
of  it ;  for  I  must  call  this  Court  inferior 
to  the  Hooie  of  COmnioas  with  respect  to 


judging  of  their  Privileges,  and  Cmitenipti 
against  them.  I  give  njr  judgooeat  so 
suddenly,  because  I  think  it  a  clear  tpase^ 
and  requires  no  time  for  conidderatien. 

Foster,  Justice.—"  The  Law  of  Pari!*- 
mentis  part  of  the  Law  of  the  Land;  and 
there  would  be  an  end  of  all  Law,  if  the 
H<iuse  of  Commons  could  &ot  commit  for 
a  Contempt.  .  All  Courts  of  Record  (evea 
the  lowest)  may  commit  for  a  Contempt ; 
and  Lord  Holt,  though  he  differed  with 
the  other  Judgest,  yet  agreed  the  House 
might  commit  for  a  Contempt  in  the  face 
of  the  House.  As  fcr  the  Prisouer's  ill- 
ness, we  can  take  no  eotice  of  it>  having 
no  power  at  all  in  this  case." 

Tht  Prisoner  was  remanded. 

1771 S  Wils.   I8«— Crosby's  Case- 

—In  the  year  1771,  Brass  Crosby,  esq.  the 
Lord  Mayor,  who  was  oommitted  to  the 
Tewer  by  order  of  this  House,  under  the 
Speaker's  Warrant,  on  125th  March,  1771, 
was  brought  up  by  Hub^t^s  C-orpus  befora 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  iiastev 
Term.  The  Question  was  fully  arsued^ 
and,  by  the  unanimous  jadgment  ct  the 
Court,  he  was  remanded 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  de  Grey,  la  giv- 
ing the  opinion  of  tbe  Court,staied, ''  That 
this  power  (via.  of  commitment]  must  be 
inherent  iii  the  House  of  Commons,  f^om 
the  very  nature  of  iu  institution;  and 
therefore  is  part  of  the  Law  of  the  LmmL 
They,  certainlv  aiwajrs  could  commit  in 
many  cases ;  m  matter  of  £iections>  they 
can  commit  SheriA,  Mayors,  Officers^ 
Witnessesi»  ^.  and  it  is  now  agreed^  that 
they  can  commit  generally  for  all  Con- 
tempts. All  Contempts  are  either  punisha^ 
ble  in  the  Court  contemned,  or  in  some  . 
higher  Court  Now  the  Pariiament  has 
no  superior  Court;  therefore  the  Contempt 
against  either  House,  can  only  be  punish- 
ed by  themselves." 

"  The  Stat,  of  James  I,  cap.  13,  suffir 
ciently  proves  that  they  have  power  to 
punish  it,  in  these  words:  '  Provided  al- 
'  ways,  that  this  Actor  anv  thing  therein 
'  cont^ned  shall  not  extend  to  the  dimi- 
*  nishin|(  of  any  punishment  to  be  here* 
'  after  t^  censure  in  Parliament  inflicted 
'  upon  any  person  which  hereafter  shall 
'  make  or  procure  to  be  made  any  such 
'  arrest  as  aforesaid  ;'  so  that  it  is  most 
clear  that  the  Legislature  have  recognized 
this  power  of  the  Itouse  of  Commons.  In 
the  case  of  the  Aylesbury  Men,  the  Coun- 
sel admitted,,  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt 
owned,  and  the  House  of  Lords  acknow-^ 
lodged,  that  the  House  tf  Commons  had 
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power  to  commit  for  Contempt  or  breach 
oi* Privilege.  Indeed,  it  seems  they  must 
bav^  power  to  commit  for  any  crime. 
When  the  House  of  Commons  adjudge  any 
thing  to  be  a  Contempt  or  a  breach  of 
Privilege,  their  adjudication  is  a  convic- 
tion, aiuJ  their  commitment  in  consequence 
an  execution ;  and  no  Cour^  can  dis- 
/charge  or  bail  a  person  that  is  in  exe- 
cution by  the  judgipent  of  any  other 
Com-t." 

And  he  concluded  his  judgment  in  these 
words  : 

"  I  ajn  perfectly  satisfied  that  if  Lord 
Holt  himself  were  to  have  determined  it, 
the  Lord  P/layor  would  have  been  re- 
manded. In  the  case  of  Mr.  Murray,  the 
JudgTPs  could  not  hesitate  concerning  the 
contempt  by  a  man  who  refused  to  receive 
his  sentence  in  a  proper  posture  ;  all  the 
Judg«s  agreed,  that  he  must  be  remand- 
ed, .because  he  was  committed  by  a  Court 
having  competent  jurisJiction.  Courts  of 
-Justice  have  no  cognizance  of  the  acts  of 
^he  Houses  of  Parliament,  because  they 
belong  ad  ahud  exumen.  I  have  the  most 
perfect  satisfaction  in  my  own  mind  in 
ih^t  determination.  Sir  Martin  Wright, 
who  Mi  a  generous  and  distinguished 
warmtli  for  the  liberty  of  the  Subject ; 
Mr.  Justice  Denison,  who  was  so  free 
from  connections  and  ambition  of  every 
kind;  and  Mr.  .Justice  Foster,  who  may 
be  truly  called  the  Magna  Charta  of  li- 
berty, of,  persons  as*  well  as  fortune  5  all 
these  revered  Judges  concurred  in  t'is 
point.-  I  am  therefore  clearly  and  with 
lull  satisfaction  of  opinion,  that  the  Lord 
Mayor  must  be  remanded." 

Could,  Justice.-—"!  entirely  concur  in 
opinion  wi»h  my  Lord  Chief  Justice,  that 
this  Court  hath  no  cognizance  of  Con- 
tempts or  breach  of  Privihge  of  the 
House  of  Commons;  they  are  the  only 
Judges  of  their  own  Priviletrt^s ;  and  that 
they  may  be  properly  called  Judges,  ap- 
pears in  4*  Inst.  47,  whf?re  my  Lord  Coke 
says,  an  alien  cannot  be  elected  of  the 
Parliament,  because  such  »  person  can 
boid  no  place  of  judicature.  Much  stress 
has  been  laid  upon  an  objection,  that  the 
Warrant  of  Uie  Speaker  is  not  conforma^ 
ble  to  the  Order  of  the  I^ouse  ;  and  yet 
po  such  thing  appears  upon  the  Return,  as 
has  been  pretended.  The  Order  says, 
^hat  the  Lord  Mayor  shall  be  taken  into 
the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  oi*  his  Deputy  ; 
it  docs  not  say,  by  t|ie  Serjeant  or  his  I)e- 
puty.  This  Court  cannot  know  the  natqr^ 
^nd  power  of  thejproGcedingsof  the  House 


of  Commons  ;  it  is  founded  on  a  different 
law  ;  the  Lex  et  Cwtsueludo  Parlkmenii,  n 
known  to  Parliament  men  only.  Trewyn- 
nard's  case,  Dier,  59,  60.  When  matter^ 
of  Privilege  come  incidentally  before  the 
Court,  it  is  obliged  to  determine  them,  to 
prevent  a  failure  of  justice.  It  is  true  this 
Court  did,  in  the  instance  alluded  to  by 
the  Counsel  at  the  Bar,  determine  upon 
the  Privilege  of  ParUament  in  the  cast:  of 
a  Libel ;  but  then  that  Privilege  was  pro- 
mulged  and  known ;  it  existed  in  records 
and  law  books,  and  was  aUowed  by  Par- 
lioment  itself.  But  even  in  that  case,  we 
now  know  that  we  were  mistaken;  forihe 
House  of  Commons  have  since  determined, 
that  Privilege  does  not  extend  to  matters 
of  Libel.  ,  The  cases  produced  respecting 
the  High  Commisfiion  Court,  &c.  are  not 
to  the  present  purpose,  because  those 
Courts  had  not  a  legal  authority.  The 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  an 
adjudication/and  evety  Court  roust  judge 
of  its  own  contempts. 

Blackstone,  Justice. — "  I  concur  in  opi- 
nion, that  we  cannot  discharge  the  Urd 
Mayor.  The  present  case  is  of  great  im- 
portance, because  the  liberty  of  the  Sub- 
ject is  niaterially  concerned.  Th**  House 
of  Commons  is  a  supreme  Court,  and  they 
are  Judges  of  their  own  Privileges  and 
Contempts,  more  especially  with  respect 
to  till  ir  own  Members. — HereisaMetn- 
ber  committed  in  execution  by  the  judg- 
ment of  his  own  House.  All  Courts  !>}' 
which  I  mean  to  include  the  tivo  Houses 
of  Piirl-ament  ahl  the  Courts  of  Westwu- 
ster  Hal  ,  cm  have  no  control  inlnoatters 
of  Conte?npt.  The  sole  adjudication  of 
(/OiJteir»j>ts,'  and  the  punishment  thcrwii 
in  any  manner,  belongs  exclusively,  and 
without  interfering,  to*  each  respective 
Court.  Inhnite  confusion  and  diiorder 
would  follow,  if  Courts  could  by  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  examine  aiid  determine 
the  Contempts  of  others.  This  power  to 
commit  resuU.s  from  the  firsl  principles  of 
justice  ;  lor  it  they  have  power  to  decid^/ 
they  ought  to  have  power  to  punish.  ^^ 
other  Court  shall  scan  the  judgment  of  a 
superior  Court,  or  the  principal  Seat  « 
Justice.  As  I, said  bwfbre,  it  would  occa- 
sion the  utmost  confusion,  if  every  Cooi< 
of  this  Hall  should  have. power  to  examiu* 
the  commitments  of  the  other  Courts  ot 
the  Hall  for  contempts ;  so  that  the  jwj?* 
ment  and  commitment  of  eaich  re^pw^^'^ 
Court  as  to  contempts,  must  be  fifl** 
and  without  control.  It  is  a  confidenc« 
vthat  may,  with  perfect  safety  and  seco- 
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rity,  be  reposed  in  the  Judges  and  the 
Hooses  of  Parliament.  The  Legislature 
wnce  the  Revolution  (see  9  &  10  W.  III. 
c.  15.)  have  crealed  many  new  contempts. 
The  objections  which  are  brought,  of  abu- 
sive conse<]uences,  prove  too  much,  be- 
cause they  are  applicable  to  all  Courts  of 
dernier  resort:  *  et  ab  abusu  ad  usum  non 
*  valeutconsequentia/  is  a  maxim  of  law  as 
well  as  of  logic.  General  convenience 
must  always  outweigh  partial  inconveni- 
ence; even  supposing  (which  in  my  con- 
science, I  am  far  A-om  supposing)  that  in 
the  present  case  the  House  has  abused  its 
power.  I  knpw,  and  am  sure  that  the 
House  of  Commons  are  both  able  and  well 
inclined  to  do  justice.  How  preposterous 
is  the  present  mui;mur' and  complaint* 
The  House  ol'  Commons  have  this  power 
only  in  common 'with  all  the  Courts  of 
Westminster  Hall:  and  if  any  persons 
may  be  safely  trusted  with  this  power, 
they  must  surely  be  the  Commons,  who 
are  chosen  by  the  people  ;  for  their  pri- 
vileges and  powers  are  the  privileges  and 
powers  of  the  people.  There  is  a  great 
^lacy  in  my  brother  Glynn's  whole  ar- 
gument, when  he  makes  the  question  to 
be,  Whether  the  House  have  acted  ac- 
cording to  their  right  or  not? — Can  any 
good  man  thii)k  oif  involving  the  Judges 
»n  a  contest  with  cither  Hou.se  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  with  one  another  >  And  yet  this 
manner  of  putting  the  question  would  pro- 
<luce  such  a  contest.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons is  the  only  Judge  of  its  own  pro- 
ceedings:  Holt  differed  from  the  other 
Judges  in  this  point,  but  we  muat  be 
governed  by.  the.  eleven,  and  not  by  the 
s'uigle  one..  It  is  a  right  inherent  in  all 
supreme  Courts.;  the  House  of  Commpns 
hav^  always  exercised  it.  Little  nice  ob- 
jections of  particular  words,  and  forms  and 
ceremonies  of  execution,  are  not  to  be 
regarded  in  the  acts  of  the  House  of 
Commons;  it  is  our  duty  to  presume  the 
Orders  of  that  House,  and  their  execution, 
are  according  to  law.  The  Habeas  Cor- 
pus in  ^Jurray's  ca^e  was  at  Common 
*^^»  1  concur  entirely  with  my  Lord 
Chief  Jtjstice.'' 

1771.  Oliver's  Case.— And  in  Mr. 
Alderman  Oliver's  case,  argued  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  on  the  v7tli  of  April 
^71,  the  four  Judges,.  Chief  Bur »n  Parker, 
^r  Baron  Smythe,  Mr.  Baron  Adams, 
^d  Mr.  Baron  terrot,  unanimously  ac- 
knowledged in  like  manner  the  right  of 
too  House  of  Commons  to  commit. 
1779,— Durnford  and  past's  Report/K.  B. 


Bo(/k  8.  p.  311-. 

Flower's  Case. — In  tlie  case  of  Flower^ 
committed  by  the  House  of  Lords,  for  a 
libel  on  the  Bishop  of  LandaflT,  on  hh 
being  brought  up  to  the  King's  Bench 
upon  H.ibtas  Corpus, 

Lord  Kenyon,  Chief  Justice,  sai<l — "  K 
we  entertained  any  doubts  upon  tliis  sub- 
ject, it  would  be  unbecoming  in  us  to  rush 
to  a  speedy  decision  without  looking 
through  all  the  cases  cited  by  the  De*- 
fendimt's  Counsel ;  but  not  having  any 
doubts,  I  think  it  best  to  dispose  of  the 
case  at  once.  The  cases  that  have  been 
referred  to  are  all  collected  in  Lord 
Hale's  Treatise  on  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Lords'  House  of  Parliament,  and  that  va- 
luable Prcfikce  to  it  publisheif  by  Mr. 
Hargrave  ;  but  in  the  whole  of  that  publi- 
cation the  Defendant's  Counsel  has  not 
found  "one  case  applicable  to  the  present. 
This  is  one  of  the  plainest  questions  that 
ever  was  discussed  in  a  Court  of  Law. 
Some  thingsi  however,  have  dropped  from 
the  learned  Counsel  that  require  an 
answer : — First,  it  is  said  that  the  House 
of  Lords  is  not  a  Court  of  Record ;  that  the 
House  of  Lords  when  exercising  h  legis- 
lative capacity  is  not  a  Court  of  Recoro,  is 
undoubtedly  true ;  but  when  sitting  in  a 
judicial  capacity,  as  in  the  present  case, 
it  is  a  Court  of  Record.  Then  it  was  ob- 
jected, that  the  Defemlant  was  condenlned 
without  being  heard  in  his  defence:  bet 
the  warrant  of  commitment  furnishes  an 
answer  to  that ;  by  that  it  appears,  that 
'  he  was  informed  of  the  complaint  made 
'  against  him,'  &c.  and  having  been  heard 
as  to  what  he  had  to  say  in  answer  to  the 
said  complaint,  &c..  he  was  adjudged 
'  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the  Privileges 
'  of  the  House,'  &c.  so  that  it  clearly 
appears  that  he  was  heard  in  his  defence, 
and  had  the  same  opportunity  of  calling 
Witnesses,  that  every  other  Defendant  has 
in  a  Court  of  Justice.  Then  insinuations 
are  thrown  out  ai^ainst  the  encroachments 
by  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  liberties  of 
the  Subject :  but  the  good  subjects  of  this 
country  feel  themselves  protected  in  their 
liberties  by  botii  Houses  of 'Parliament. 
Government  rests  in  a  great  degree  on 
public  opinion  ;  and  if  ever  the  time  shall 
come,  when  factious  men  will  overturn 
the  Government  of  the  Country,  they  will 
bugin  their  work  by  caluamiating  the 
Courts  of  Justice  and  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament.— The  ground  of  this  procek'ding 
is,  that  the  Def^^ndant  has  been  guilty  of  a 
bre^ich  of  Privileges  of  tb«  House>  and  % 
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right  to  punish  by  fine  and  imprisonment 
for  such  an  offence,  is  not  peculiar  to  the 
House  of  Lords ;  it  is  frequently  exercised 
by  this  and  other  Courts  of  Record^  and 
that  not  merely  for  contempts  committed 
in  the  presence  of  the  Court :  One  in 
stance  of  which  was  that  of  Mr.  Beard- 
more^,  Under  Sheriff  of  Middlesex,  for  a 
contempt  of  the  Court  in  not  executing  p^ 
of  the  sentence  pronounced  on  Dr.  Sbeb- 
beare.  And  that  case  answers  another 
objection,  strongly  insisted  on  by  the  De- 
fendant's Counsel  here,  that  Tf  the  party 
accused  «can  be  punished  in  any  other 
manner,  this  <mode  of  trial  cannot  be  re- 
sorted tt> ;  for  there  Mr.  Beardmore  might 
jh9te  been  indicted,  but  yet  he  was  at- 
Jtachedyexamiiied  upon  interrogatories,  and 
fined  and  imprisoned.  Again  it  is  object- 
e()»  that  tli«*  House  of  Lc^rds  cannot  im* 
pose  a  fine  for  such  an  offence  :  but  this 
and  other  Courts  of  Record  Lave  the 
power  of  fining  in  this  summary  manner  ; 
«|id  why  should  n*a  the  House  of  Lords 
have  the  sunie  power  of  Imposing  a  fine 
for  a  contempt  of  their  privileges  ?  Then 
several  instances  were  alluded  to»  where 
the*  Hoase  did  not  choose  to  exercise  this 
privilege,  but  directed  prosecutions  to  be 
instituted  in  the  Couru  of  Law.  The 
same  observations  mi|;ht  equally  he  made 
on  tiie  proceedings  of  *b*s  Coun,  who  have 
sometimes  directed  indictments  to  be  pre- 
ferred. We  are  not  there  tore  to  conclude 
that  the  Hnuse  of  Lords  has  not  the  power 
of  inflicting  this  puni>hment,  from  the 
circumstance  of  its  not  exercising  ii  on  all 
occasions.    When  Lord  Shafiesbury's  case 

*  came  on>  theie  were  some  persons  who 
wished  to  abridge  the  Privileges  of  the 
House  of  Lords :  but  Mf.  Serjeant  May^ 
nard  was  one.  of  those  who  argued  in  sup- 

'  port  of  their  Privileges ;  and  he  surely 
was  not  capable  of  concurring  in  any  at- 
tempt to  infirmge  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  ban  been  said,  however*  that 
though  many  inst^ces  are  to  be  found  in 
whico  the  House  of  Lords  has  in  point  of 
fact  exercised  this  power,  whenever  that 
power  hns  been  resisted  it  has  been  resist- 
ed with  effect;  from  whence  it  is  inferred, 
that  the  House  of  Lords  has  not  the  autho- 
rity which  it  assumes :  but  in  this  case  I 
may  avail  myself  of  the  same  argument 
•in  favour  of  its  jurisdiction,  tor  no  case  has 
been  found  wht  re  it  has  been  bolden  to 
be  illegal  in  the  H  use  of  Lords  to  fine 


♦  Vide  2  Burr.  792. 


and  imprisoii  a  P<^rson  guilty  of  a  breack 
of  Privilege.  We  were  bound  to  graot 
this  Habeas  Corpus ;  but  having  seen  the 
Return  to  it,  we  are  bound  ia  retnancl  the 
Defendant  to  prison,  because  the  subject 
belongs  to  '  aJiud  examen/  Ibere  is  no- 
thing unconstitutional  in  the  House  of 
Lords  proceeding  in  this  mode  it^x  a  breach 
of  Privilege ;  and  unless  we  wish  ti>  assist 
inihe  attempt  that  is  made  to  overset  the 
Law  of  Parliameitt  and  the  Constitutioo, 
we  must  remand  the  Defendant/* 

Grose,  J.—"  This  qoestioii  is  not  new; 
it  has  frequently  been  consititiedin  Comic 
of  Law  ;  and  the  principles  discussed  to- 
day, and  the  Cases  cited,  wete  f  xatnioed 
not  many  years  ago  ;  and  the  result  is 
very  ably  seated  by  Lord  Ch.  Ju8i.  De 
Grey,  in  3  Wijs.  19'>.  '  When  the  ftoosc 
'  of  Commune  (and  the  same  ouy  beuid 
'  of  the  House  of  Lorc^)  adjudge  any  thing 
'  to  be  a  Contempt  or  a  breach  ot  Privi- 

*  lege,  their  abjudication  is  a  convictioo, 
'  and  their  commitment  in  consequencef 

*  is  execution>  and  no  Court  ^n  discharge 
'  or  bail  a  person  that  is  in  execution  oy 
'  the  judgment  of  any  other  Court.'  In 
another  passage  he  said  '  Every  Court 
'  must  be  sole  judge  of  its  own  contem^' 
And  a^^,  ''The  Counsel  at  the  .^  b^^^^ 
';not  cited  one  case  where  any  Co<|rt  of 
<  this  Hall  ever  determined  js  matter  of 
'  Privilege  which  did  not  coma  iom^- 

*  diately  before  them.* 

*'  Having  stated  this>  I  think  I  need  not 
add  more  in  the  present  case." 

Per  Curiam*. 

Let  the  Defendant  be  remanded. 
Cases  of  Commitments  for  Contempt  by 
Courts  of  Justice. 
AaiaLOGr. 

In  Michaelmas  Term  18  £d ward  III.- 
John  De  Northampton,  an  Attorney  of 
.  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  confewog 
himself  guilty  of  pnWshing  a  Libel  npoo 
the  Court,  was  committed  to  the  Marshal, 
and  ordered  to  find  securities  for  his  good 
behaviour.— 3  Inst.  IT*. 

Hilary  Term  U  Ann.-^A  WritsfAt- 
taobment  was  i$isued  agaitist  Thomss  Law- 
sou,  for  speaking  disrespactfiil  words  « 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  upon  hii 
being  served  With  a  rule  of  that  Court. 
■  f  ' ■   ^p^—— ' 

♦  Mr.  Justice  Lawrence  was  not  m 
Court,  being  indisposed  ;  and  Mr.  Jos*** 
Le  Blanc,  having  attended  at  theOtnldteU 
Sittings  for  Lord  Kenyon,  and  not  return- 
ing till  ttie  argument  was  clased  \  ga^^  ^ 
opinion. 
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Hilary  12  Abq.— A  Writ  «f  Altacb- 
m^  WHS  gnnifid  against  Edward  Hen- 
dale,  for  speaking  disreapectfol  words  of 
the  Lord  Chief  JiMti^a  of  the  Court  of 
Queeo's  Bench,  and  his  Warrtfot* 

Trinity  Term  5  George  I.— A  Writ  of 
Attachment  against       ■  Jones,  for 

treating  the  Process  of  the  Court  of  IQng^s 
Bench  contemptuously  ;  and  there  being 
ail  intimation  that  he  relied  on  the  assist- 
ance of  his  fellow- workmen  to  reacue  him, 
the  Court  sent  for  the  SherifFof  Middlesex 
iDtc^Court,  and  ordered  bim  to  take  a  suffi- 
cient ibrce.— -1  Strange  \t5. 

Michaelmas  Term  6  Geo*  L^A  Writ  of 
Auachment  was  granted  to  Richard  Lamb, 
for  cotiiemptuous  words  concerning  a  War- 
rant from  a  Jndge  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench. 

Easter  Term  6  Geo.  I.--  ~— ^Wil- 

kios  ha^g  con^ssed  himself  guiJtv  of 
puhltshingaLibei'apon  tbe  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  the  Conrt  made  a  rule  committing 
him  to  the  Marshal. 

The  next  Term  Wilkin  having  made  an 
affiidarit  charging  Dr.  Colebatch  with  being 
the  author  of  the  libel^  was  sentenced  to 
pay  a  fine  of  ^.  5<  and  to  give  security 
ror  his  good  behaviour  for  a  year^ 

Hilary  Term  7  Geo.  I. — An  Attachment 
was  granted  against  John  Barber,  Bsquire^ 
for  contemptaoQs  Words  of  the  Court  of 
Kii^s  Bench,  in  a  speech  to  tbe  CooMnon 
Council  of  London.—-!  Strange  443. 

Hilary  Term,  9  G^.  1.— -Doctor  Cole- 
hatch  having  been  exaainedupon  interro- 
Ratoriesy  for  contempt  in  publi^ing  a  Ia- 
hel,  the  interrogatories  and  answer  were 
referred  to  the  King's .  CoroniT  and  Attor- 
ney, and   . 

In  Easter  Term  9  Geo.  I^^Dr.  Cole- 
batch,  being  in  the  custody  of  the  Mar- 
thai,  was  brought  into  Court,  and  was  sen- 
tenced to  pajT  a  fine  of  £.  50^  and  to  give 
security  for  his  good  behaviour  for  a  year, 
and  was  committed  to  the  Marshal  in  exe- 
cution. 

Michaelmas  Term  9  Geo.  L— A  Writ 
of  Attachment  was  granted  against  John 
Bolton,  Cleck,  for  eontemptunus  words 
rcspectiuj^  the  WananU  of  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Coui-t  of  Kin^s  Beach,  at 
a  meeting  of  his  parishioners  m  the  Chnrch- 
yard. 

Easter  Terra  9  Geo.  I John  Wyit,  a 

bookseller  in  St.  Paul's Choreh-yard,  pub- 
hshtd  a  pamphlet  written  by  Dr.  Con  vers 
Middleton,  in  the  dedication  of  which  to « 
the  Vice-ClMncellor  of  Cambridge,  were 
aome  passagios  reflecting  upon  a  proceed- 


ing of  the  Court  of  Kmg*s  Bench  ;  the 
Court  granted  a  Rule  against  Wyat.  to 
shew  cause  why  a  Writ  of  Attachment 
should  not  issue  against  him  for  his  con- 
tempt ;  and  Wyat  having  made  an  affi- 
davit that  Cornelius  Crownfield  had  em- 
ployed hidi  to  sell  the  pamphlet,  an4  he 
having  charged  Dr.  Conyers  Middleton 
with  being  the  author  of'^  it,  Crownfield 
was  discharged  upon  payment  of  the  costs^ 
and  a  Writ  of  Attachment  was  granted 
against  Dr.  Conyers  Midflleton,  who,  in 
the  nei^t  term,  gave  bail  to  answer  the 
contempt ;  he  was  afterwards  examined 
upon  interrogatories,  and  upon  the  report 
of  the  King's  Coroner  and  Attorney  he  was 
adjudged  to  be  in  contempt,  and  was  com* 
mitted  to  ihe  Marshal  in  ezecutioaa 
ammique,  &c.  and  it  was  referned  to  the 
Master  to  tax  the  Prosecutor's  costs. 

It  is  stated  in  Fortescoe's  Reports,  that 
Dr.  Middleion  was  sentenced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  £,  50,  and  to  give  security  ff»r  a 
year ;  but  no  rule  for  such  sentence  has  sit 
present  been  found;  and  Dr.  Colebatch 
having  received  such  a  sentence^  iar^a  si- 
milar ofieoce,  in  the  preceding  term,  it  is 
poittble  t|iat  this  sentence  may,  by  mis- 
take, have  been  applied  to  Dr.  Midijlleton. 

Michaelmas  Term  5  Geo;  II --The 

Court  granted  a  Writ  of  Attachment 
against  lady  Lawley,  ler  a  contempt  in 
publishing  a  paper  reflecting  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court;  and  she  having 
been  examined  upon  interrogatories,  wag 
in  EaMer  Term  folUwing  reported  by  the 
Officer  of  the  Court  to  be  in  contempt, 
and  was  committed  to  tbe  marshal. 

And  in  Trinity  Term  6  Geo.  II.  she 
was  brought  into  Court,  and  a  Rule  made, 
stating  that  *'  fecit  submisiionero  suam  pa- 
tivit  veniam  de  curi&;''  and  tht^reupon 
she  was  fined  five  marks  and  dischargi^d. 

Mark  Halpenn,  the  husband  of  lady 
Lawley,  was  also  examined  upon  iaterro^ 
gatories,  for  publishing,  the  same  libel.--^ 
2  Barnardiston,  K's  B.  49. 

Extract  froo^  Atkyns's  Reports,  Book  2, 
page  4(i9. 

First  Seal  after  Michaelmas  Term,  De- 
cember Sd,  1742.-^  moUon  against  the 
printer  of  The  Champion,  and  the  printer 
ofThe  Saint  James's  Bvening  Post;  that 
the  former,  who  is  already  in  the  £leet, 
may  be  committed  close  prisoner,  and  that 
tbe  other,  who  is  at  large,  may  bts  com- 
mitted to  the  Fleet,  for  publishing  a  libel 
against  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Gardeti  (execu- 
tocs  of  John  Bojach,  fisijuire*  lateMajor  of 
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the  garrison  of  Furt  Saint  George  in  the 
East  Indies,)  and  for  reflecting  likewise 
upon  Governor  Mackay,  Governor  Pitt, 
and  Olivers,  taxing  them  with  turning  affi- 
davit-men, &c.  in  the  Canse  now  depend- 
ing in  this  Court;  and  insisting;  that  the 
publishing  surh  a  paper  is  a  higii  contempt 
of  this  Court,  for  which  they  ought  to  be 
committed. 

Lord  Hardwicke,  Lord  Chancellor, 

Nothing  is  more  incumbent  upon  Courts 
of  Justice  than  to  pveserve  their  proceed- 
ings from  being  misrepresented  ;  nor  is 
there  ^ny  thing  of  more  pernicious  con- 
sequence, than  to  prejudice  the  minds 
of  the  public  against  persons  concerned 
ctf  parlies  in  causes,  before  the  cause  is 
finally  heard*.  It  has  always  been  ray 
opinion,  as  uell  as  the  opinion  of  those 
who  have  sat  here  before  me,  that  such  a 
proceeding  ought  to  be  discountenanced. 

But  to  be  sure  Mr.  Solicitor-General 
has  put  it  upon  (he  right  fooling,  that  not- 
withstanding this  should  be  a  libel,  yet 
unless  it  is  a  contempt  of  the  Court,  I 
have  no  cognizance  of  it ;  for  whether  it 
18  a  libel  against  the  public,  or  private 
persons,  the  only  method  is  to  proceed  at 
Isiw. 

The  Defendant's  Counsel  have  endea- 
voured two  things — 1st.  to  shew  this  paper 
does  not  contain  defamatory  matter ; 
2diy,  if  it  does,  yet  there  is  no  abuse  upon 
the  proceedings  of  this  ('ditrt :  And  there- 
fore there  is  no  room  for  me  to  interpose. 

Now  take' the  whole  together,  though 
the  letter  is  arifully  penned,  there  can  re- 
main no  doubt  in  every  common  reitder  at 
a  cotk^c-house  but  this  isa  defamatory  libel. 

It  is  plain  therefore  who  is  meant;  and 
as  a  Jury,  if  this  fact  was  -before  them, 
could  make  no  doubt,  so,  as  I  am  a  Judge 
of  facts  as  well  as  law,  I  can  make  none. 

I  might  mention  several  strong  cases, 
'  where  even  feigned  namos  have  been  con- 
fllrued   a  libel  upon  those   persons  who 
were  really  meant  to  be  libelled. 

Upon  the  whole  as  to  the  libellous  part, 
if  so  far  there  should  remain  any  doubt 
whether  the  executors  arc  meant,  it  is 
clear  beyond  all  contradiction  upon  the 
last  paragraph,  in  which  are  these  words : 
<'  This  case. ought  to  be  a  warning  to  all 
fathers  to  take  care  with  whom  they  trust 
their  childfen  and  their  fortunes,  lest  their 
own  characters^  their  widows  and  their 
children  be  aspersed,  and  their  fortunes 
9quandered  away  in  law-suiu." 


*  Vide  Baker  v.  Hart>  post.  48S. 
IVley's  Case,  2  Ves.  b20. 
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^nd  likewise,  though  not  in  so  strong  a 
degree,  the  words  *'  turned  Aftidavit-men  " 
is  a  libel  against  those  gentlemen  who 
have  made  them. 

There  are  three  different  sorts  of  Con- 
tempt :    ■ 

One  kind  of  Contempt  is,  scandalizing 
the  Court  itself. 

There  may  be  likewise  a  Contempt  of 
this  Court,  in  abusing  parties  who  are  con- 
cerned in  causes  here. 

There  may  also  be  a  Contrrapt  of  tim 
Court,  in  prejudicing  mankind  against  per- 
sons before  the  cause  is  heard. 

There  cannot  be  any  thing  of  greMer 
consequence  than  to  keep  the  streams  of 
justice  clear  and  pure,  that  parties  may 
proceed  with  safety  both  to  themsehes 
and  their  characters. 

The  case  of  R  .ikes,  the  Printer  of  the 
Gloucester  Journal,  who  published  a  libel 
in  one  of  the  Journals  against  the  Ccroms- 
sioners  of  Charitable  Uses,  at  Burford, 
Calling  his  advertisement,  A  Hue  and  Qrs 
after  a  Corrimission  of  Charitable  Uses,\va> 
of  the  same  kind  as  this,  and  the  Court  in 
that  case  committed  him. 

There  are  several  other  cases  of  ibis 
kmd:  one  strong  instance,  where  there 
was  nothing  reflecting  upon  the  Court,  in 
the  case  of  Captain  Ferry,  who  printed 
his  brief  before  the  cause  came  on;  ibe 
oHence  did  not  consist  in  the  printwg,  for 
any  man  may  give  a  prmted  brief  as  «eil 
as  a  written  one  to  Counsel ;  but  the  Con- 
tempt of  this  Court  was,  prejudicing  the 
world  with  regard  to  the  .merits  of  the 
cause  before  it  was  heard. 

Upon  tht  whole,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
this  is  a  Contempt  of  the  Court. 

With  regard  to  Mrs.  Read,  the  Pub- 
lisher of  Saint  James's  Evening  Post,  by 
way  of  alleviation,  it  i$  said,  that  she  dxi 
not  know  the  nature  of  the  paper;  and 
that  printing  papers  and  pamphlets  is  t 
trade,  and  what  she  gets  her  livelihood  by. 

But  though  it  is  true  this  b  a  trade,  )^ 
they  must  take  care  to  do  it  with  prudence 
and  caution  ;  for  if  they  print  any  tbinj 
that  is  libellous,  it  is  no  excuse  to  say  ibst 
the  printer  had  no  knowledge  of  the  con- 
tents, and  was  entirely  ignorant  of  its  bcf 
ing  libellous,  and  so  is  the  rule  of  La*» 
and  I  will  always  adhere  to  the  strict  mi* 
of  Law  in  these  cases. 

Therefore  Mrs.  Read  must  be  coi 
to   the  Fleet,  according  to  the  cornnK* 
.  order  of  the  Court  upon  Contempts. 

But  as  to  Mr.  Huggonson,  who  is  already 
a  prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  I  do  not  think  tba 
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against  persons  engaged  in  controversy  in 
the  Court,  it  never  has  been  nor  can  be 
denied,  that  a  publication  not  only  with 
an  obvious  tendency  but  with  the  desigr^' 
to  obstruct  the  ordinary  course  of  justice, 
is  a  very  high  contempt.— Lord  Hardwicke, 
considered  persons  concerned  in  the  l)usi- 
ness  of  the  Court  as  being  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Court,  and  not  to  be  driven 
to  other  remedies  against  libels  upon  them 
in  that  respect. — But  without  considering 
whether  this  is  or  is  not  a  libel  upon  the 
Petitioner,  what  excuse  can  be  alleged  for 
the  whole  tenor  of  this  book,  i!nd  intro- 
duced by  this  declaration  of  the  purpose 
which  the  Author  intended  it  to  answer  ? 
It  miijht  be  sufficient  to  say  of  the  book 
itself,  stripped  of  the  (jedication,  that  it 
could  be  published  with  no  other  intentipn 
than  to  obstruct  the  duties  cast  upon  the 
Petitioner,  and  to  bring  into  contempt  the 
orders  that  had  been  made.  But  upon 
the  dedication  this  is  not  a  constructive 
Contempt.  It  is  not  left  to  inference.  In 
this  dedication  the  object  is  avowed,  by 
defaming  the  proceedings  of  the  Court 
standing  upon  its  Rules  and  Orders,  and 
interesting  the  public,  prejudiced  in  fa- 
vonr  of  tlie  Autlior  by  her  own  partial  re- 
presentation, to  procure  a  dift'erenl  species 
of  judgment  from  that  which  would  be  ad- 
ministered in  the  ordinary  course,  and  by 
flattering  the  Judge  to  taint  the  source  of 
justice. — This  Pamphlet  has  been  sent  to 
me. 

As  to  the  printers.  Lord  Hardwicke  ob- 
serves, it  is  no  excuse  that  the  printer  wa» 
ignorant  of  the  contents!  Their  intention 
may  have  been  innocent;  but,  as  Xord 
Mansfield  has  said,  the  fact  whence  the 
illegal  motive  is  inferred  mast  be  traversed, 
and  the  party  admitting  the  act  cannot 
deny  the  motive. — ^The  maxim  '•  Actus 
non  facit  reum,  nisi  mens  sit  rea,'*  cannot 
be  made  applicable  to  this  subject  in  the 
ordinary  administrations  of  justice,  as  the 
efl>?ct  would  be  that  the  ends  of  justice 
would  be  defeated  by  contrivance. — BuC 
upon  the  satisfactory  account  given  by 
three  of  these  printers,  though  undoubt- 
edly under  a  criminal  proceeding,  they 
would  be  in  mercy  in  a  case  of  Contempt. 
Though  I  have  the  jurisdiction,  1  shall  not 
use  it. — The  other  printer  appears  upon, 
theaflidaviu  under  diflerent  circumstances* 
Having  made  the  observation,  that  this 
Pamphlet  ought  not  to  be  printed,  betog 
totally  uninteresting  to  the  public,  yet  h« 
does  print  it ;  and  though  the  hcus  penU 
ienti(f  was  afforded  to  hiip,  and  he  wa^ 
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any  motive  for  compassion  ;  because  these 
persons  generally  take  the  advantage  of 
their  being  prisoners,  to  print  any  libel- 
lous or  JefanKitorj'  matter  which  is  brought 
to  them,  without  scruple  or  hesitation. 

If  these  printers  had  disclosed  the  name 
of  the  person  who  brought  this  paper  to 
them,  there  might  have  been  something 
said  in  mitigation  of  their  offence ;  but  as 
they  think  proper  to  conceal  it,  I  must 
order  Mrs.  Read  to  be  committed  to  the 
Fleet,  and  Huggonson  to  be  taken  into 
close  custcdy  of  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet. 

13lh  Vesey,  jun.  page  237. — Lord  Ers- 

kine.    Lord  Chancellor. Exparte 

Jones. 

Dec.  20,  23,  1806.— Commitment  in 
the  Jurisdiction  of  Lunacy  for  a  Contempt, 
by  the  publication  of  a  pamphlet.  Igno- 
rance Qf  the  contents  will  not  excuse  the 
Printer. 

The  object  of  this  Petition  was  to  re- 
"  move  the  Committee  of  a  Lunatic,  and  to 
iKing  before  the  Lord  Chancellor  an  al- 
leged Contempt  by  the  Committee  and  his 
Wife  and  other  persons,  as  the  authors, 
printers  and  publishers  of  a  Pamphlet, 
with  an  Address  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
by  way  of  dedication,  reflecting  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Petitioner  and  others  actiui^ 
in  the  management  of  the  aflair-*  of  the 
Lunatic  under  orders  made  hi  pursuance 
of  the  Trusts  of  a  Will,  the  Affidavit  re- 
presenting the  conduct  of  the  Committee 
and  his  Wife  intruding  into  the  Master^s 
Office,  and  interrupting  him,  not  only  in 
the  business  of  this  particular  Lunacy,  but 
all  other  business.  The  Wife  of  the  Com- 
mittee avowed  herself  to  be  the  author  of 
the  Pairtphlet,  alleging  the  innocence  of 
her  husband. 

The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
milly)  and  Mr.  Hart,  in  support  of  the  Pe- 
tition, were  stopped  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, who  called  on  the  Counsel  against  it. 

Mr.  Plowden  resisted  the  Petiti«»n,  con- 
tending that  the  Petitioners  had  a  remedy 
at  law. 

Lord  Erskine  :  The  Lord  Chancellor. — 
As  to  remedy  at  Law,  the  subject  of  this 
application  is  not  the  libel  againn  the 
Petitioner. — The  case  of  Roach  v.  Garvan 
and  another,  there  mentioned,  were  cases 
of  constructive  Contempt,  depending  upon 
the  inference  of  an  intention  to  obstruct 
the  course  of  justice.  In  this  instance, 
that  is -not  left  to  conjecture;  and  what- 
ever may  be  said  as  to  a  constructive  con- 
tempt through    the  medium  of    a    libel 
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called  upon  not  to  print  any  more,  he  pro- 
ceeded until  he  had  notice  of  this  Petition. 
Let  the  Committee,  and  hb  wife  and 
the  Primer  to  whom  I  have  last  alluded, 
be  committed  to  t,^e  Fleet  Prison.  Dis- 
miss the  Committee  from  that  office ;  and 
direct  a  reference  to  the  Master,  as  to  the 
ItppointmeiU  of  another  Committee. 

Extracts  from  Sir  Eardley  Wilmot's  Opi- 
nions and  Judgments  ;  p.  25S. 

Hilary  Terni,  5  Geo.  III.— 1753. 
The  King  against  Almon. 

[This  opinion  was  not  delivered  in 
Court,  the  Prosecution  having  been  drop- 
'  ped,  in  consequence,  it  is  supposed,  of  the 
resignation  of  the  then  Attorney  General ; 
but  after  the  death  of  this  eminent  and 
yery  Ifarned  Chief  Justice,  was  found  in 
his  own  hand-writinj|(  among  his  papers 
by  his  son,  who  published  it  in  Memoirs 
or  his  Life,  page  243.  The  occasion  of  it 
was  a  Motion  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  for  an  attachment  against  Mr.  Al- 
mon, for  a  Coptempt  in  publishing  a  Libel 
upon  the  Court,  and  upoQ  the  Chief 
Justice.] 

*'  It  has  been  argued  that  the  mode 
of  proceeding  by  Attachment  is  an 
invasion  upon  the  ancient  simplicity  of 
the  Law ;  that  it  taok  its  rise  from  the 
Statute  of  Westminster,  ch.  S. ;  and  Q\\* 
berths  History  of  ^Practice  of  tbe  Court 
f>f  Common Ple$M>  p.  20.  intlve  first  edition, 
is  cited  to  prove  tbat  position.  And  it 
is  said*  that  act  odly  applies  to  persons, 
liesisting  process ;  and  though  this  mode 
of  proceei|ing  is  very  proper  to  remove 
obstructions  to  tbe  es^ecution  of  process, 
or  to  any  contumelious  treatment  of  it,  or 
to  any  contempt  to  the  authority  of  the 
Court,  yet  that  papers  reflecting  merely 
upon  the  qualities  of  Judges  themselves, 
are  not  the  proper  objeetQ  of  an  attach- 
ment; that  Judges  have  proper  remedies 
to  recover  a  ^a>tisfactioa  for  such  reflec- 
tions^ by  actions  of  **  Scandalum  Magna- 
turn;''  and  that  in  the  case  of  a  Peer,  the 
House  of  Lords  may  be  applied  to  for  a 
breach  of  Privilege ;  That  such  Libellers 
may  be  brought  to  puai^hment  by  indict* 
mentor  information;  that  thert  are  but 
few  instances  of  this  sort  >ipon  Libels  od 
Courts  or  Judges;  that  the  Common 
Pleas  lately  refused  to  dp  it;  th«t  libelfi 
of  this  kind  have  been  prosecuted  by  Ac- 
tipn»  9ia4  lAdietmenti  and  that  Attaeb- 
menta  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  Libels 
of  thi«  nature,  because  Judges  w»ttH 
be  detefo^ifig  in  theii;  own  oauie  i  ami 


that  it  is  more  proper  for  a  Jury  to  ^^ 
mine  "  quo  anin^o  "  such  Libek  were 
published. 

As  to  the  origin  of  AttacbmeDUi  I 
think  they  did  not  take  their  riie  fbm 
the  Statute  of  Westminster,  ch.  2. ;  tbe 
passage  out  gf  Gilbert  does  not  prove  it} 
but  he  only  sdys,  '  the  origin  of  com* 
'  mitment^  for  contempt,  '  seems'  to  be 
*  derived  from  this  Statute  ;'  bat  read 
the  paragraph  through,  the  end  contra* 
diets  the  '  seeming'  mentioned  in  the  be- 
ginning of  it  ;  and  shews,  that  it  waa  a 
part  of  the  Law  of  the  Land  to  commit 
for  contempt,  confirmed  by  this  Statute. 
And  indeed  when  that  Act  of  Parliament 
i«  read,  it  is  impossible  to  draw  the  com- 
mencement of  such  a  proceeding  out  of  it. 
It  empowers  the  Sheriff  to  impriaoo  per- 
sons resisting  process,  but  has  no  more  to 
do  with  giving  Courts  of  Justice  a  power 
to  vindicate  their  own  dignity,  thin  any 
other  chapter  in  that  Act  of  PaPrliament. 

"  The  power  which  tbe  Courts  of  Wert- 
minster  Hall  have  of  vindicatiD^  their 
own  authority,  is  coeval  with  their  fint 
foundation  and  institution ;  it  is  a  oece»- 
fary  incident  to  every  Court  of  Jtijiice, 
whether  of  Record  or  not,  to  fine  ukI 
imprison  for  a  contempt  to  the  Coort, 
acted  in  the  face  of  it,  I  Vent  I.  and  the 
issuing  ef  Attacfamenta  by  the  topreiDe 
Courts  of  Juitice  in  Westminster  HiH 
for  contempts  out  of  Court,  stands  opoo 
the  same  immemorial  usage  as  lupportt 
thjB  whole  fabric  of  the  Common  Law;  it 
is  as  much  the  ''  Lex  Terrc/'  taA  witbtn 
the  exceptibn  of  Magna  Charta.  ai  tbe 
issuing  any  other  legal  process  whatever. 

«*  I  have  examined  very  carcfiiUy  to 

fee  if  I  could  find  out  any  '^^^^ 

traces  of  its  introduction,  but  csb  fiw 

none;  it  id  as  sinCientfito  any  other  par* 

of  the  Common  law ;  th^e  is  no  pn«^ 

or  posteriority  to  be  discovered  •^■^  ?J 

and  therefore  it  cannot  be  said  to  iov^ 

the  Common  Law,  but  to  act  in  alKaj^ 

and  friendly  conjunction  with  e?eryotw» 

provision  which  the  wisdom  of  oar  lOj 

ce9iol>s  has  eatablisfaed  for  t)»  geo^ 

good  of  society.    And  Uiougb  I  do  oji| 

meaa  to  compare  and  contrast  Attacln 

maato  with  Trials  by  Jury,  tet  t^**^' 
pelft  me  to  say,  that  tbe  mode  of  pieceed* 

tng  by  Attachment  stands  upmt  '^•J*.^ 
same  foundation  and  basis  as  Triav  by 
Jury  do,  immemorial  usage  and  P"*^* 
it  is  a  cons^iutional  remedy  in  parties^ 
caiBes:  and  the  Judges  in  these  esier^J 
at  ]9ucb  b9uod  to  give  an  activitjr  to  tfB» 
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part  of  the  Law,  as  to  any  other  part  of  i(. 
Indeed  it  is  admitted,  that  Attachments 
are  very  properly  granted  for  resistance 
of  process,  or  a  contumelioos  treatment 
of  it,  or  any  violence  or  abuse  of  the  Mi- 
nisters or  others  employed  to  execute  it. 
Bat  it  is  said  that  the  Cour:s  of  Justice  in 
those  cassis  obstructed,  and  the  obstruct 
tion  roust  be  instantly  removed;  that 
^itfe  is  no  stich  necessity  in-  the  case  of 
Libels  npon  Courts  or  Judges,  which  may 
wait  for  the  ordinary  method  of  prosecu- 
tion, wjtbout  any  inconvenience  what- 
«oe?er.  '  Bat  where  the  nature  of  the  of- 
fence of  libelKng  Judges  for  what  they 
do  m  their  judicial  capacities,  either  in 
Court  or  out  of  Court,  comes  to  b*e  con- 
8idered>  it  does>  in  my  opinion,  become 
more' proper  tor  an  Attachment  than  ahy 
other  case  whatsoever. 

**  By  our  Constitution,  the  King  is  the 
fountain  of  every  species  of  Justice  which 
is  administered  in  this  Kingdom,  12  Co. 
25.  The  Kinff  is  "  de  jure*'  to  distribute 
justice  to  all  his  Subjects;  and  because 
he  cannot  do  it  himself  to  aH  persons,  he 
delegates  his  power  to  his  Jii|dges,  who 
have  the  custody  and  guard  of  the  King^s 
oath,  and  sit  in  the  seat  of  the  King  '<  con^ 
cerniirghivjqstic©/* 

"  Tie  arraigtimeht  of  the  justice  of  the 
Judges  k  arrafgning  the  Kmg's  justice ;  ie 
is  an  impeachment  of  his  wi.^om  and 
goodness  in  the  choice  of  his  Judges^  and 
excites  in  the  mind  of  the  people  a  gene- 
ral dissatisHMTtion  with  all  judicial  de- 
terminations, and  indisposes  their  minds 
to  obey  them ;  and  whenever  mens  alle* 
giatice  to  tbe  Lows  is  so  fundamentally' 
ihaken,  it  is  the  most  fatal  and  the  most 
dangerous  obstruction  of  justice,  and,  in 
my  ophiion,  calk  out  for  a  more  rapid 
and  immediate  redress  than  any  other  ob- 
struction whatsoever;  not  for  the  sake  of 
the  Judges,  aa  prrvate  individuals,  but  be- 
cause they  arc  tbe  channels  by  which  the 
King's  justiee  is  conveyed  to  the  people. 
To  bt  impartial,  and  to  be  universally 
tbbu§^t  so,  are  both  absolutely  neces^mry 
for  the  giving  justice  that  free,  open  and 
uninterrupt^  current,  which  it  has  for 
many  ages  found  all  over  this  kingdom, 
tad  which  to  eminently  distinguishes  and 
^alts  it  al>ove  i^t  Nations  upon  the  earth, 

"  In  the  i^oral  estimation  of  the  ofFenc^, 
and  in  every  publie  consequence  arising 
from  it,  what  ui  infinite  disproportion 
ts  tbere  between-  speaking  contumelious 
words  of  the  roles  of  the  Court,  for  which 
Attachq^jentsare  granted- constan^,  and 


coolly  and  deliberately  printing  the  most 
virulent  and  malignant  scandal  which 
fancy  could  suggest  upon  the  Judges 
themselves.  It  seems  to  be  material  to 
fix  the  ideas  of  the  words  *  Authority'  and 
'  Contempt  of  the  Court,'  to  speak  with 
precision  upon  the  question. 

*'  The  Trial  by  Jury  is  one  part  of  that 
system,  the  punishing  Contempts  of  the 
Court  by  Attachment  is  another :  we  must 
not  confound  the  modes  of  proceeding, 
and  try  contempts  by  Juries,  and  mur- 
them  by  Attachment ;  we  must  give  that 
energy  to  each  which  the  Constitution 
prescribes.  In  many  cases,  we  may  not 
see  the  correspondence  and  dependance 
which  one  part  Of  the  system  has  and 
bears  to  another ;  but  we  mast  pay  that 
deference  to  the  wisdom  of  ihany  ages  as 
to  presume  it.  And  I  am  sure  it  wants 
no  great  intuition  to  see,  that  Trials  by 
Juries  will,  be  buried  in  the  same  grave 
^th  the  Authority  of  the  ^Comls  who 
are  to  preside  over  them.*' 

Trinity  Term,  »  Geo.  IIL— Writs  of 
Attachment  were  granted  against  Staples 
Steare,  John  Williams,  and  John  Pridden» 
for  Contempt,  iii  publishing  the  North 
Briton  Extraordinttrf,  No.  4,  containing  a 
Letter  addVessed  to  Lord  Mansfield,  Lord 
Chief  Justice,  containing  gf08s>e<lectioDS 
on  his  Lordship. 

>  They  were  all  examined  upon  interroh 
gatories,  and  reported  in  Contempt. 

And  in  Michaelmas^  Term,^  9  Geo;  llf« 
Steare  was  sentenced  to  be*  imprisoned 
three  calendar  months. 


Rx^OLUTioMs^  Pbtitioi^s,  RbmonstrancbSh 
Sfc,  Withe  LiBBKTT  OF  THB  SuDJSCT  ond 
Parliamsntart  Rspobm,  1810. 
(Contimtdfirom  p.  041  *) 

Copy  qfjhe  Letter  qf  Sir  Francis  Burdei$^ 
in  Answer  to  that  sent  to  kim  by  the  In* 
habitants  qf  Uverpooi, 

fbwer,May'J7,  18ia 
Gentlemeii-«I  feel  myself  much,  ho- 
noured by  the  letter  delivered  to  me  by 
Mr.  Crumps  signed  by  so  large  and  re- 
spectable a  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  Li* 
verpool.  Their  approbation,  and  that  of 
the. rest  of  my  fellow  subjects,  I  shall  ever 
be  proud  of  obtaining,  by  a  faithful  dis^ 
charge  of  my  dhty,  in  whateter  situation 
I  may  happen  to  be  placed ;  and  I  ccn 
tainly  shall  n6ver  be  deterred  fitim  doinjf 
it  by  any  exertion  of  illegal  power.  In 
rain  would  our  forefathers  have  straggle4 
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against  assumed  prerogative  in  the  King, 
should  we  tamely  submit  to  an  equally  ar- 
bitrary, power,  miscalled  privilege,  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  In  former  times 
judges  have  been  afraid  of  interfering  wiih 
the  Prerogative  of  the  King;  let  us  hope 
that  the  jadges  of  the  present  day  will  be 
afraid  of  nothing  but  of  acting  contrary  to 
the  law; 'in  whiv  h  case  we  shall  never 
again  hear  of  an  unknown,  mysterious,  un- 
dtGned,  unlimited  power  above  the  law, 
yet  making  part  of  the  law,  and  uncon- 
trolled, save  only  by  the  caprice  of  those 
who  exercise  it.  To  secure  our  councry 
against  so  dangerous  an  usurpation  in  any 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  by  means  of 
a  freely-elected  House  of  Commons,  will 
ever  be  the  object  of  my  most  earnest  en- 
deavours; and  will,  I  flatter  njyself,  also 
be  the  best  means  of  continuing  the  esteem 
and  goo<l  opinion  so  handsomely  express- 
ed to  me  in  your  letter  which  I  have  just 
had  the  honour  of  receiving.  I  remain. 
Gentlemen,  Your  most  obedient,  very 
'  humble  Servant,  Francis  Burdett. 


BOROUGH  OF  SOUTHWARK. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Electors  of  the 
Town  and  Borough  of  Southwabk,  held  at 
the  Town  Hall,  on  St.  Margaret's  Hill,  on 
Wednesday  the  13th  day  ot  June,  LSIO, 
convened  at  the  request  of  many  respecta- 
ble Electors  of  the  said  Borough. — Mr. 
John, TowNSH END,  Deputy  BailitF,  in  the 
Chair,  at  fhe  request  of  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  High  B^ililFof  the  said  Borough. 

Resolved,  That  this  Meeting  are  anxi- 
ous to  support  all  the  just  Rights  and 
Privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
that  they  consider  the  imprisonment  of 
John  Gale  Jones,  without  a  Trial  by  Jury, 
and  the  forcible  entry  of  the  house  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  under  the  authority  of 
that  Honourable  House,  as  an  extraordi- 
nary exercise  of  power,  which  they  are 
convinced  is  contrary  to  the  birth-right  of 
Englishmen,  contained  -in  the  Great  Char- 
ter of  the  land. 

That  they  humbly  conceive  that  such 
prompt  imprisonment  has  been  proved  by 
the  Honourable  the  House  of  Commons  as 
unnecessary  to  support  its  justice  and  dig- 
nity, in  a  recent  case  of  libel,  in  which  it 
Was  stated,  that  the  Monarchy  was  a 
eoodly  tree,  and  that  the  branches  consist- 
ing of  Lords  and  Commons,  might  safely 
be  lopped  off,  which  said  libel  was,  by 
the  Honourable  House,  referred  to  a  Jury. 

Resolved^  That  it  appears  to  this  Meet- 


ing,* that  the  only  eflectual  method  of  se- 
curing the  great  barriers  of  public  liberty, 
of  uniting  the  hearts  of  all  honest  (neu 
against  their  foreign  and  domestic  enemies, 
of  presorviiiij^  the  revenues  of  the  country 
from  fr^ud  and  peculation,  and  of  giving 
stability  and  contidcnce  to  that  glorious 
constitution,  which  has  been  |)restr?ed 
under  Providence,  by  the  struggles  and 
resistance  of  the  Sydneys  and  Russcis,  and 
other  distinguished  patriots,  against  arbi- 
trary power,  is  by  a  speedy  and  effectual 
Reform  in  the  Commons  House  of  Pariia- 
ment. 

That  such  Reform  is  sanctioned  by  the 
Honourable  House  itself,  as  they  have  ex- 
tended the  rights  of  suiirage  in  the  caie 
of  Cricklade,  Shoreham,  and  Aylesbury, 
where  bribery  is  proved  against  electors, 
but  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  sale  of  stats 
in  that  House,  **  at  the  bare  mention  of 
which,  our  ancestors  would  have  startled," 
because  such  sale  is  as  common  as  die  son 
at  noon  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  qf  this  Meet- 
ing be  given  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  for 
his  distinguished  patriotism  in  resisting 
those  measures  which  he  considers  illegal, 
and  for  his  ardent  zeal  to  preserve  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  ^Englishmen,  for  iiis 
able  and  judicious  Argument  in  support  ot 
those  opinions,, for  his  general  Parliameo- 
tary  conduct,  and  for  his  uniform  endea- 
vours to  obtain  a*  thorough  and  radical  Re- 
form in  the  representation  of  the  Com- 
mons House  of  Parliament, 

That  the  Deputy  High  Baihfl',  widi  a 
Deputation  of  the-Electors,  be  request^ 
to  conve}'  the  above  Resolution  to  Sir 
Francis  Burdett. 

Resolved,  That  a  humble  Petition  aoil 
Remonstrance,  be  presented  to  the  Ho- 
nourable House  of  Commons. 

Resolved,  That  this  Petition  be  signed 
by  the  Deputy  tiiijh  Bailiff. 

And  that  the  Representatives  of  tbis 
Borough  be  requested  to  present  the  same, 
and  instructed  to  support  it,  and  to  take 
an  early  opportunity  to  move,  in  the  next 
Session,  for  an  eftective  Reform  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  a  humble  Petition  b< 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  praying  biifl  to 
discharge  his  present  MinisterSj^  and  dis- 
solve Parliament. 

Resoived,  That  the  Petition  propt«c<i'^ 
fairly  transcribed,  and  presented  to  n« 
Majesty  by  a  Deputation  of  the  fiectoi? 
and  our  Representatives,  Henry  ThorotoO' 
Esq.  and  Sir  T.  Turton,  Bart. 
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Rf solved.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meet- 
ing be  given  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Erskine, 
Sir  Samuel  RomiIly>  Knt.  and  Samuel 
Whitbread,  Esq., for  their  general  Parlia- 
mentary conduct,  and  their  dignified  sup- 
port of  the  rights  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meet- 
ing  be  returned  to  Henry  Thornton,  Esq. 
and  Sir  Thomas  Turton,  Bjirt.  our  Repre- 
seutatives,  for  their  steady  support  of  Mr. 
Brand's  Motion  for  a  Reform  in  the  Repre- 
sentation of  ^his  country. 

Re:$olved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meet- 
ing be  given  to  the  High  Bailifl',  for  his 
readiness  in  calling  this  Meeting,  and  the 
Deputy  High  Bailiiffor  his  impartial  con- 
duct in  the  Chair. 

Resolved,  That  these  Resplutions  be 
printed  in  some  of  the  Morning-and  Even- 
ing papers. 

John  Townshend,  Chairman. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Amekica. — Mr.  Pinckncy*s  Correspondence 
xvith  Marquis  Wellesley. 

Mr.  Pinckney,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Marquis  Wellesley,  of  the  2d  January, 
1 810,  communicates  the  necessity  of  dis- 
missing Mr.  Jackson,  and  the  desire  of 
the  President  that  he  might  be  imme- 
diately recalled,  and  proceeds  to  observe  . 

"  Tlie  President  has  been  pleased  tON 
direct  that  1  should  make  known  this  ne- 
cessity to  his  Majesty's  Government,  and 
at  the  same  time  request  that  Mr.  Jackson 
should  be  recalled.  And  I  am  particu- 
larly instructed  to  do  this  in  a  manner 
that  will  leave  no  doubt  of  the  undi- 
minished desire  of  the  United  States  to 
unite  in  all  the  means  best  calculated  to 
establish  the  relations  of  the  two  countries 
on  the  solid  foundations  of  justice,  of 
friendship,  and  of  mutual  interest.  I  am 
further  particularly  instructed,  my  Lord, 
to  make  his  Majesty's  Government  sen- 
sible, that  in  requiring  the  recal  of  Mr. 
Jackson  the  United  States  wish  not  to  be 
understood  as  in  any  degree  obstructing 
communications  which  may  lead  to  a 
friendly  accommodation ;  but  that  on  the 
contrary,  they  sincerely  retain  the  desire 
which  they  have  constantly  professed,  to 
facilitate  so  happy  an  event,  and  that  no- 
thing will  be  more  agreeable  to  them  than 
to  find  the  Minister,  who  has  rendered 
himself  so  justly  obnoxious,  replaced  by 
another,  who,  with  a  different  character, 
may  carry  with  him  all  the  authorities 
and  iostrucUoiM  requisite  for  the  complete 


success  of  his  mission;  or  if  the  attainment 
of  this  object  through  my  agency  should 
be  considered  more  expeditious  or  other- 
wise preferable,  that  it  will  be  a  course 
entirely  satisfactory  to  the  United  States. 
— I  have  now  only  to  add,  my  Lord,  the 
expressions  of  my  own  most  ardent  wish, 
that  out  of  the  accident  which  has  pro- 
duced this  letter,  an  occasion  may  be 
made  to  arise,  which>  improved  as  it 
ought  to  be,  and  I  trust  will  be,  by  our 
respective  Governments,  .  may  conduct 
them  to  cordial  |md  lasting  friendship. 
Thus  to  endeavour  to  bring  good  out  of 
evil,  would  be  worthy  of  the  rulers  of 
two  nations^  that  are  only  in  their  natural 
position  when  they  are  engaged  in  of- 
fices of  mutual  kindness,  and  largely  con- 
tributing to  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  each  other.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&G.  &c.  Wm.  Pinckney.'' 

Tke  most  noble  the  Marq,  IVellesley,  S^c. 
-'*  Foreign  Office,  March  14,  1810. 
"  Sir  -—The  letter  which  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  receive  from  you  under  date  of 
2d  January,  together  with  the  additional 
paragraph  received  on  the  24th  January, 
has  been  laid  before  the  King. — The 
several  conferences  which  I  have  held 
wiili  you  respecting  the  transactions  to 
which  your  letter  refers,  have,  I  trust, 
satisfied  you,  that  it  is  the  sincere  desire 
of  his  Majesty's  Government,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  to  avoid  any  discussion 
which  might  obstrupt  the  renewal  pf  ami- 
cable intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries.— ^The  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Jaqkson  and  Mr.  Smith  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  his  Majesty's  consideration.— 
His  Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  ex- 
press hi^  concern,  that  the  official  com- 
munication between  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nister in  America  and  ,lhe  Government  of 
the  United  States,  should  have  been  in- 
terrupted, before  it  was  possible  for  his 
Majesty,  by  any  ifltiferposhion  of  his  au- 
thority, to  manifest  his  invariable  dispo- 
sition to  maintain  the  relations  of  amity 
with  the  United  States. — I  am  commanded 
by  his  Majesty  to  inform  you,  that  I  have 
received  from  Mr.  Jackson  the  most  posi- 
tive assurances,  that  it  was  not  his  pur- 
pose to  give  offence  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  by  any  expression  con- 
tained in  his  letters,  oi  by  any  part  of  his 
conduct. — ^The  expressions  and  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  Minister  in  America  having, 
however,  appeared  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  be  exceptionable,  th^ 
usual  course  in  such  cases  woul4  hate 
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been>  to  convey,  in  tbe  titst  iostaoce,  to 
his  Majesty,  a  formal  complaint  against 
his  Minister,  and  to  desire  mirh  redress  as 
might  be  deemed  suitable  to  the  nature  of 
the  alleged  offence. — ^Thi»  course  of  pro- 
ceeding wouid  hnvt:  enabled  his  Maje<iiy  to 
have  made  such  arrangemen  >,  or  to  have 
ofiered  such  seasonable  exptanations,  as 
diiuht  htive  precluded  tbe  inconyenience 
w4)ich  most  always  arise  from  the  suspen- 
sion of  oflicial  comtnenication  between 
the  friertdfy  powers. — His  Majesty,  how- 
ever, t!^  a4wayt  diapesed  to«^;Miy  ^e  ut- 
m<>st  attention  to  the  wishes  and  senti 
m^nts  df  States  in  ami  y  with  him  ;  and 
he  has  therefore  been  pleased  to  direct 
th(^  t*etem  of  Mr.  Jackson  to  Ensland. 
-(^Bet  his  Majesty  has  not  marked  with 
iQny  expression  of  his  displeasure  ^he  con* 
duct'  of  Mr.  JacksAn,  whose  integrity, 
seal,  and  ability,  huve  long  been  distin- 
guished in  his  Majesty^s  service,  and  w^o 
doe^  not  appear  on  the  present  occasion, 
to  haVe  committed  atiy  intentional  oflTi  nee 
against  the  Goveinmeirt  of  the  United 
Suites.*— *I  am  commanded  to  inform  you, 
that  Mr.  Jackson  is  ordered  to  deliver 
dver  the  charge  of  llis  Majesty's  aflfairs'  in 
America  to  a  person  properly  qualified  t* 
carry  on  the  ordinary  intercourse  between 
the  two  Qovernments,  which  his  Majesty 
is  sincerely  desirous  of  cultivsAing  on  the 
most  friendly  terms.— As  an  additional 
testimony  of  this  dtsposiiion,  I  am  aullM>- 
ri^ed  tt  assure  you,  that  his  Majesty  is 
i^ady  to  receive,  with  sentiments  of  tindi- 
mmtsbed  amity  aiM  good  will,  any  com 
mvii^cation  which  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  may  deem  beneficial  to  the 
mutual  intereit  of  both  countries,  through 
any  channel  of  negociaiion  which  may 
appear  advantageous  to  that  Government. 
*^-I  request  you  will  accept  the  assurances 
of  the  hi^h  consideration  with  which  I  have 
-die  honour  to  be.  Sir,  &c.  WELLBstEY.*' 
Wiiliam  Pinchiey;  Eiq.  flrc. 


X^ettcr  from  Mr.  Adair  to  the  British  Consul 
at  Sff^frna,  daud  Constantinople,  Feb,  22. 

•  '<9hr-— Bis  Majesty  having  been*  gra- 
eionsly  pleased  to  permit  me  to  return  to 
JBngland,  I  have  to  atquaint  you,  that,  un- 
less very  unexpected  events  should  detain 


me,  it  is  my  intention  to  leave  CowIm- 
tioople  wbcmever  the  season  become  &- 
vcurable. — I  should  long  ago  h*vc  exe- 
cuted this  intention,  bad  I  not  perceiyfd 
that  the  peace  between  Austria  and  Vn^  ^, 
and  e«i|  ecially  that  article  of  tbeT.c  ;, 
which  carries  the'boondaly  ofFrmcoio 
the  Saave,  revived  a  hope  In  ^^^  ftieimi^ 
of  engag  ng  tbe  Porte  to  hieak  wiihCrett 
Briiam — France  had  iosisied  oa  htfiig 
created,  evident iy  with  a  view  efdietttin; 
the  law  at  Constantinople.  That  her  tnl 
net  ^  §m1  iNfifhlMilttlMd  teWMll  M 
Turks,  wottM  b«  to  compel  them,  if  poi- 
sible,  to  go  to  war  with  us ;  neiDiircoQiil 
doubt.  That  she  woidd  succeed  1  tutnx 
had  the  slightest  apprehensien;  y(|t^d^ 
the  flillest  reliam^e  on  the  amknI  lyth  sod 
honour  of  the  Porte,  I  did  nottluBk  it 
right  to  quit  the  affiurs  of  the  BritiorU 
ba^sy  in  a  moment  of  even  apparenl^ 
culty,  nor  to  sapctian,  by  my  soddsa  i^ 
parture,  the  idle  repmrla  that  bad  beja 
disseminated, -of  approachinr  boitititie» 
with  this  country.— The  event  has,  u>ctcry 
ivay ,  answered  my  expectation ;  tbe  tbresU 
of  France  are  disregarded,  every  toaod 
injurious  to  ottr  friendly  relations  witi 
Turkey,  has  been  rejected  with  indignt- 
tion,  and  our  enemies  are  themselfes  en* 
vinced,  ihey  will  bt^st  consult  tbeir  own 
interest  by  ab^takiing  fit>m  a  repetition  of 
their  own  pftiposala.-^ Under  tbeae  cir- 
(umetantes  I  quit  the  Embasi j,  witM 
a  fea»  forihe s^abHity  of  perce, and wiA 
the  assurance  th^t  this  powerful  hmpire  is 
<  determined  to  assert  its  mdepeo^aacetr 
the  last,  to  adhere  to  its  Treayes,  tnd,  if 
necessary  to  piit  fortii  its  whole  force  to 
maintain  them.  ''  R.  AiMua*" 

"  I^tmeis  Merry,  Esq. 
British  CorMd,  emyrm'' 


COBBRTT'S 
Parliamentary  Debates^ 

The  Fifteenth  Volume  of  the  sbw* 
Woric  is  in  the  Press;  and  will  he  publish- 
ed w  ith  alt  proper  dispatch.  All  Co*' 
munications  will  be  car^ftifly  atteodsdw; 
but  it  is  particularly  requested  tbs*  ^ 
may  be  forwarded  as  eariy  as  posiibte. 


PttbitUid  by  R.  BAa8H4W,  Brrdfin.Stnet,  Coveat .  Garaen :— tfold  »!»  l^  J.  BUJ&i\  ?^^' 
Lomxm  i^iiMiiied  W  T.  C.  Vumr^,  FctnlMrQaf«i.coart.  FtoeMlreeu  ^ 
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TO  THE 
READERS  OF  THE  REGISTER. 
The  notoriety  of  what  has  taken  place 
with  respect  to  me  renders  it  almost  un- 
necessary for  me  to  say  any  thing  in  the 
way  -of  apology  for  once  more  sending 
my  Register  forth  to  the  public  without 
coDtainiog  any  thing  written  by  myself. 
The  time  I  had  to  remain  at  home  was 
not  a  tenth  part  sufficient  for  the  making 
of  any  thing  like  a  due  preparation  for  my 
departure.  On  Wednesday  morning,  about 
five  o'clo^k>  I  left  my  home  and  family  : 
yesterday  I  had  to  appear  in  the  Court  of 
King^fl  Bench ;  and  now,  for  the  first  time  in 
my  h'fe  on  any  account  whatever.  Tarn  a 
prisoner,  after  having  been  a  public  Writer 
for  ten  years  in  England,  and  never  having 
before  been  even  called  in  question,  never 
having  before  had  even  proceedings  com- 
menced against  m«,  in  any  shape,  for  any 
thing  written  by  me. In  iucba  situa- 
tion to  set  about  writing  for  the  informa- 
tion or  amusement  of  the  Public  would 
be  the  height  of  affectation ;  for  every  one 
must  feel  that  it  is,  under  snch  circum- 
stances, quite  impossible  to  divert  one's 
mind  from  those  circumstances*  -  Indeed, 
to  be  able  to  do  this  would  argue  a  degree 
of  insensibility,  incompatible  with  private 
afiection  and  publTc-spirited  motives.  It 
is  impossible,  that,  so  situated,  I  c^n  feel 
inclined  to  write  for  the  Press;  and,  this 
being  manifest  to  every  body,  it  must  be 
equally  manifest,  that  if  I  were  to  attempt 
!•  write  now,  I  should /tree  the  task  upon 


myself  from  motives  arising  merely  out  of 
coQsiderations  connected  with  the  proprie* 
torship  of  the  Register ;  and,  as  I  never 
have,  in  any  one  instance,  written  for  gain, 
so  I  am  resolved  not  to  do  it  now. 
Yesterday,  exactly  ten  years  ago,  I  landed 
in  England,  after  having  lost  a  fortune  in 
America,  solely  for  the  sake  of  that  sam^ 
England ;  and  yesterday  saw  me  sent  to  a 
prison  in  that  same  England  !  It  is  quite 
impossible  for  me  to  banish  reflections  of 
this  sort  from  my  mind ;  but  ihey  are,  ia 
some  measure,  driven  out  by  the  con- 
tempt, which  I  feel  for  the  venal  slaves, 
who  have  seized  upon  this,  as  they  regard 
it,  moment  of  my  depression,  to  misrepre- 
sent and  insult  me.  I  have  now  before  me 
the  ScjN  and  Courier  ricws- papers,  which, 
under  the  name  of  a  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  yester- 
day, has  most  grossly  and  basely  misre* 
presented  all  that  I  said  or'did  upon  that 

occasion. 1  shall,  as  soon  as  possible, 

give  a  true  account  of  the  jvhole  of  these 
proceedings ;  and,  in  the  mean  while  I  beg 
the  public  wholly  to  suspend  their  judgment 
as  to  every  part  of  my  conduct  and  my 

intentions.  

Wm   COBBETT. 
Kmf^s  Bench  Prism,  6  July,  1810. 

Resolutions.  Petitions,  Remonstbances, 
4'c.  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject  and 
Pakuamentary  Reform,  1810. 
(Continued  from  p,  941 ,) 

COVENTRY. 
At  a  very  numerous  Meetine  of  the 
Inhabitants,  Householders,  and  Electors  of 
this  City,  held  at  the  County  Hell,  the  5ih 
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of  June,  1810,  ptirauant  U>  public  notice, 
to  take  iato  consideration  tbe  alarming 
state  of  the  nation— -the  extraordinary 
Power  recently  exercised  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  tmperftct  representation 
of  the  people  in  Parliament,  Mr.  Flavel 
in  the  Chair.  After  many  excellent  ob- 
stivations  and  remarks  on  the  propriety 
of  the  Meeting,  by  several  gentlemen,  the 
following  Resolutions  were  unanimously 
agreed  to : — 

Resolved,  1.  That  it  appears  to  this 
Meeting  the  undoubted  right,  and  im» 
perioos  duty  of  the  people,  whenever  their 
safety,  prosperity,  and  liberties  are  en- 
dangered, to  assemble  in  public,  and  de- 
clare their  opinions  thereon. 

2.  That  this  Meeting  cannot  contem- 
plate the  distressing  diange  they  have 
vyitnessed  in  the^r  native  land,  within  the 
last  few  years,  without  feelihg  themselves 
called  upon  to  protest  against  a  longer 
perseverance  in  measurei^  which  have 
brought  the  country  from  a  pre-eminent 
rank  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  to 
t1ie  most  alarming  state  of  calamity  and 
danger. 

S.  That  while  we  deprecate,  as  ruinous 
and  unwise,  the  system  which  has  pro- 
diiced  this  woeful  change—- which  hal 
tamed  the  aorms  of  almost  every  forei^a 
power  against  us — which  ban  led  to  the 
establishment  of  an  inquisitorial  system  of 
Taxation,  that  deprives  the  people  of  all 
reasonable  enjoyments,  and  prevents  their 
just  complaints  from  reaching  the  ear  of 
their  Sovei^Bign-*-We  feel  it  our  duty  to 
remonstrate  against  the  extraordinary  as- 
sumption of  power  recently  exercised  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  m  imprisoning 
two  of  our  fellow  subjects,  without  allow- 
ing them  a  fair  Trial  by  a  Jury  of  their 
Peers. 

'  4.  We  declare  befofe  God  and  our 
Country,  that  we  ascribe  all  our  calami- 
ties and  disgraces,  to  the  imperfect  Re- 
presentation of  the  People  in  Parliament. 
We  have  observed  the  same  sort  of  majori- 
ties, as  if  there  had  been  no  ruinous  and 
destructive  expeditions — no  wrangling 
and  fighting  ministers ;  and  we  believe  in 
our  consciences,  that  nothing  can  save  the 
Country  from  impending  rum,  but  a  Par- 
liamentary Reform^ 

5.  That  the  later^ection  of  Mr.  Brand's 
motion,  to  improve  the  Representation  of 
|he  Country,  is  an  additional  proof  of  the 
necessity  of  our  earnest  and  persevering 
apdeavours  to  obtain  that  desirable  object. 

^  That  tbe  Speech  recently  made  by 


Mr.  Canning,  tbe  pistolling  iPrivy  Coun- 
sellor, calling  the  triends  of  Reform — ^  a 
vain,  contemptible,  degraded  crew, — too 
we^k  to  be  respected — and  too  despicable 
to  be  feared,'^  is  grossly  jnsulting  to  the 
feelings  and  understandings  of  a  great 
Majority  of  his  Majesty's  loyal  Subjects. 

7.  That  Peter  Moore,  esq.  and  William 
Mills,  esq.  be  requested  to  present  the 
Address  (now  read)  to  sir  Frincis  Burdett^ 
approving  of  his  general  conduct. 

8.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  are 
due  to  our  Representative,  Peter  Moore, 
esq.  for  the  Votes  he  has  given  during  the 
present  Session  of  Parliament,  for  his  en- 
lightened arguments  and  suggestions  oa 
the  subiect  of  Finance  \  whicbTcannot  but 
be  gratifying  to  a  heavily  bufthened  and 
oppressed  People-^aad  tmt  we  feel  pecu- 
liar satisfaction  in  acknowledging,  that  oa 
the  discussion  of  every  important  queatioDj 
he  has  been  found  at  his  post. 

9.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  are 
due  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Er- 
skine,  for  his  splendid  and  unanswerable 
arguments  in  vindication  of  the  establish- 
ed Laws  of  the  Land. 

10.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting 
are  also  due  to  Lord  Folkstone,  Lord  JCoch- 
rane.  Sir  S.  Rom  illy,  knt.  Gen.  Mathei«v 
Col.  Wardle,  S.  Wliitbread,  esq.  W.  A, 
Madocks,  esq.  H«  C.  Combe,  esq.  Hon. 
T.  Brandjt  esq.  and  the  rest  of  those  In- 
dependant  Representatives  of  the  People, 
who  are  friends  tH>  Reform. 

11.  That  Peter  Mooi^,  esq.  andWm. 
Mills,  esq.  be  requested  to  present  the 
Address  and  Petition  to  the  House  of  Cokn* 
mons,  (now  read)£rom  thb  Meeting  on 
these  iipportant  subjects;  and  that  they 
be  further  requested  to  support  the  same. 

12.  That  Mr.  Fiavel,  by  his  impartial 
conduct  in  the  Chair,  this  day,  is  entitled 
to  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting. 

13.  That  the  foregoing  Res^otiou  be 
advertised  in  the  Alfred,  or  Westminster 
Gazette,  and  Coventry  Herald. 

WfLUAM  Flav&l,  ChainiMUif 

The  following  Adobess  and  Pbtitioii 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  Lbtt&&  a* 
Sir  Fbancis  Burdett,  were  unanimously 
agreed  to,  at  a  numerous  Meeting  of  the 
Inhabitants,  Householders,  and  Electort 
of  the  City  of  CoVantry,  held  at  the 
County  Hall,  the  5th  day  of  June,  1810. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commoiw  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Oreal  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled. 
The  A»»R$sa  and  PETrrioM  of  the 
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Ifiliabitants^  HousehoMers,  and  Elec* 
tors  of  the  City  of  Coventry,  at  a 
public  Meetings  held  this  5th  day 
of  June,  1810. 
We,  the  Inhabitants^  Householders,  and 
Electors  of  the  City  of  Coventry,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  Honourable  Hoase, 
as  a  necessary  branch  of  that  system, 
yourselves,  individually,  have  solemnly 
engaged  io  preserve  inviolate. — We  feel 
particularly  called  apon  at  this  awful 
conjuncture  of  affairs,  when  the  very 
existence  of  our  native  land  appears  to  be 
at  stake,  to  represent  in  the  plain  language 
of  truth,  our  feelings  and  ophnon^  on  (he 
origiA  of  th^se^  evik,  thstt  have  reduced 
our  once  justly  ei^vied  eoaAtry,  to  its  pre* 
Mut  alarming  state  of  difficuny  and  dan* 
ger.-^Tosbut  our  eycsf  to  tlie  gathering 
cleadf ;— i-to  be  aware  that  a  mighty 
storm  threatens  our  safety,  and  not  to  ex- 
press oar  appveheiisions  of  the  conse- 
Qoences,  would  he  Treason  against  our 
sovereifli-^^egamst  the  vraerabte  nobility 
ef  the  nnd-^gain^  you-^-^against  our- 
aettes^-tfgainst  posterhy!  ! — ^We,  there- 
,ftre,  speak  wiehout  dissimulation,  and  at 
once  tell  you,  according  to  our  honest 
jodgH»ent-i<Jo*mjpTioii,  practised  in  the 
managemiefrt  of  public  affiiirs,  (which  ri 
not  covyitenanced  by  your  Honourable 
House^  has  been  sufiered  to  prevail  to  an 
^  unexampled  extent)  is  the  grand  source 
«f  all  otHT  evils. — We  respectfully  entreat 
yom"  Honourable  House  to  reflect  on  the 
state  of  Europe,  twenty  years  past,  and 
compare  it  with  its  present  state— >we 
would  beg  you  to  consider  the  lamen- 
table change  that  hat  taken  place  in  this 
kingdom,  within  the  same  period,  and 
then  cahnly  appeal  ijo  your  consciences, 
and  enquire,  wbether  the  measures  pur- 
sued hj  the  different  administrations, 
during  this  eventful  time,  have  been 
marked  either  by  a  regard  for  the  welfare 
of  the  human  race,  or  the  principles  of 
sound  policy ;— ninfcirtunatefy  for  us,  the 
result  presents  a  distressing  conclusion. 
By  the  measures  that  have  been  adopted, 
we  find  oift*  country  deprived  of  nearly 
every  fereigil  alliance,  and  the  atms  of 
almost  every  foreign  power  turned  against 
us  I  the  nauonal  debt  swelled  to  an  enor- 
moos  amount  ;«-the  people  groaning 
mkdet  an  inquisitorial  system  of  taxation  ; 
-—and  although  in  the  midst  of  plenty, 
unable  to  obuin  a  due  quantity  df  the 
eomhioii  necessaries  of  life,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  their  faipilies,  however  inctes- 
Mni  their  labour.-^'These  are  calamities 
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which  we  feel  it  our  imperious  duty  to 
represent  to  your  Honourable  House, 
from  a  conviction  they  endanger  your 
safety  as  well  as  our  own.-^We  cannot 
look  back  to  the  proceedings  recently  ex- 
ercised by  your  Honourable  House,  in 
seizing  and  impf  ispning  John  Gale  Jones, 
and  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  under  an  undo- 
fined  authority,  without  the  deepest  re- 
gret; assuring  your  Honourable  House* 
that  (divested  of  all  prejudices),  it  is  our 
firm  belief  you  have  acted  contrary  to 
the  fundamental  principles  of  those  laws» 
you  have  sworn  to  defend.-^As  English- 
men we  are  willing  to  acknowledge,  and 
ready  to  support,  with  our  lives,  every 
privilege  you  are  justly  entitled  to;  at 
the  same  time  we  declare  before  God  and 
our  country,  we  had  rather  give  up  our 
existence,  than  surrender  to  any  power 
on  earth,  those  blessings  and  advantages 
which  our  forefathers  purchased  with 
their  blood.-*-In  offering  this  Address 
ixtd  Petition,  ^r  be  it  from  us  to  ente^  . 
tain  the  most  distant  wish  to  lesseii>Bf7e 
authority,  the  importance,  or  the 'cha- 
racter of  your  Honourable  House-^but  we 
cannot  view  the  enormous  p^trona^e  of 
the  crown ;  the  immense  ihcrease  ofsine- 
cure  places  and  pensions— we  cannot 
witness  the  erection  <yf  barracks  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom-^the  introduction  of 
foreign  troops-M>ur  best  interests  ,j||tg;- 
lected — the  liberty  of  the  subjccV're» 
strieted — good  men  persecuted— the  Just 
complaints  of  €he  people  prevented  from 
reaching  the  Royal  ear— convicted  de-. 
fdiuHers  and  dennuuents  suffered  to  remain 
at  hirge—^the  public  revenue,  and  lives 
of  our  fellow  countrymen, '  sacrificed  in 
disgraceful  expeditions^^  traffic  of  seats 
in  your  Honourable  House  admitted  and 
defended— 4he  national  credit  hnjured-^ 
and  Britain,  the  once  justly  boasted  envy 
of  the  world,  exposed  to  the  most  immi* 
nent  danger,  without  jealousy  and  alarm. 
—Under  these  impressions.  We  pray  your 
Honourable  House,  to  brin^  back  Parlia- 
ment to  its  orifl[inal  duration ;— ^  allow 
a  more  full  and  me  suffrage  of  the  peo- 
ple ;— to  apply  those  remedies  in  redress 
of  the  numerous  grievances  we  have 
stated,  which  our  excellent  Constitution 
furnishes ; — and  to  cultiyate  peace,  as  the 
means  of  obtaining  the  4i^ne  blessing 
and  protection— and  that  your  Honour- 
able House  may  attend  to  the  warning 
Voice,  ere  it  be  too  late,  is  our  earnest 
supplication  and  prayen 

[Signed  by  twenty-four  Individuals,] 
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To  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  hart.  M.  P. 

Coventry,  June  5 f  \S\0. 
Sir ;  We,  the  Inhabitants,  Householders, 
and  Electors,  of  ihe  City  of  Coventry,  in- 
timately participating  in  the  feelings  ex- 
pressed by  your  immediate  Constituents, 
(the  Independent  Electors  of  Westminster,) 
on  your  present  situation ;  and  regarding 
you,  as  the  honest  and  faithful  Interpreter 
of  the  Toice  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  England,  beg  leave  most  respect- 
fully to  address  you. — Fully  sensible  of 
the  unceastng  sacrifices  you  have  made  in 
our  behalf,  and  in  support  of  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  the  country,  we  have  as- 
sembled together,  this  day,  fo  declare  our 
opinions  on  the  present  alarming  state  of 
public  affairs^  and  particularly  to  oflfer 
you  our  most  grateful  thanks,  for  the  dig- 
nified and  faithful  discharge  of  your  pub- 
He  duty,  in  the  most  trying  times ;  in  op- 
position to  that  calamitous  system,  which 
(if  persevered  in)  will,  in  our  opinion, 
plunge  our  Country,  and  Europe,  deeper 
and  deeper  in  slavery. — We  admire,  and 
revere  you.  Sir,  for  the  able  and  constitu- 
tional manner  in  which  you  pleaded  the 
cause  of  John  Gale  Jones,  in  opposition  to 
the  undefined  privilege  of  tbe  House  of 
Commons,  and  which  was  the  leading 
cause  of  your  present  captivity ;  and  we 
are  persuaded,  that  if  the  acknowledged 
Jaws  of  the  land  do  not  very  soon  afford 
you  redress,  no  man  who  Kas  the  virtue 
and  honesty  to  arraign  unjust  proceed- 
ings, will  be  secure  from  the  overwhelm- 
ing cflects  of  arbitrary  power. — ^We  anti- 
cipate, with  pleasure,  your  speedy  restor- 
ation to  your  anxious  family>  and  are, 
very  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most  humble 
servants.  Signed  in  behalf  of,  and  by 
the  unanimous  voice  of  tlie  Meeting, 

William  Flaveu 


Parish  or  St.  Dunstan  in  the  West, 
AND  Liberty  of  the  Rdlls. 

^  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants,  House- 
hold ers,  of  the  PariA  of  St.  Dunstan  in 
tbe  West,  and  Liberty  of  thd  Rolls,  held 
the  29th  day  of  June,  1810,  at  Andertoa's 
Coflee-house^  Fleet-street :  Mr.  Rojiins, 
in  the  Chalir;  the  following  Resolutions 
were  unanimously  agreed  to  :— 

That  this  Meeting  have  beheld,  with 
the  deepest  regret  and  concern,  the  con- 
duct of  the  Rev.  Richard  Lloyd,  Vicar  of 
this  Parish,  in  originating,  promoting,  and 
•igning  a  Declaration^  said  to  have  been 


agreed  to  and  signed  at  a  Vestryi  held  the 
6th  inst.  at  which  Vestry  he  presided  as 
Chairman. 

That  the  Rev.  Richard  Lloyd,  and  those 
who  signed  the  said  Declaration,  have,  in 
charging  those  who  entertain  opinions  di& 
fcrent  from  their' s,  relative  to  Parliamen- 
tary Privilege  and  Reform,  with  bold  and 
daring  attempts,  "  to  sow  the  seeds  of  dis- 
sention  throughout  tlie  country,*'  and  with 
"  Political  Frenzy  or  Foul  Sedition,"  as- 
sumed to  themselves  a  power  which  be- 
longs only  to  the  Great  Searcher  of  ail 
hearts,  and  the  Omniscient  Dispenser  of 
all  human  events. 

Tliat  this  Meeting,  waving  altogether 
tbe  questions  of  Parliamentary  Privilege 
and  Reform,  would  deem  themselves  un- 
worthy of, the  character  of  Christians  and 
Freemen,  were  they  to  impute  to  those 
who  differ  from  them  on  political  topi<»y 
motives,  wishes,  and  attempts,  foul,  sedi- 
tious, and  subversive  of  the  Constitution. 

That  as  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which, 
from  the  recollection  of  the  oldest  Inh»- 
bitantS|  the  "  internal  concord"  of  this  re^ 
spectable  Parish  has  been  disturbed  by 
political  squabbles  and  uncharitable  im» 
putations,  it  is  most  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  Rev.  Richard  Lloyd,  to 
confine  himself,  henceforth,  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  hi^  Vicarial  Office, 
and  to  remember,  that  the  most  exalted 
and  exalting  attribute  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Gospel,  is  to  aUay  the  irritations,  to  soothe 
the  animosities,  to  extinguish  the  preju- 
dices of  his  flock,  and  to  cultivate,  pro- 
mote, and  confirm  the  evangelical  doc- 
trine of  peace  and  good-will  towards  men. 

That  as  the  great  objects  of  this  Meet- 
ing have  been  to  vindicate  themselves 
against  the  charge  of  foul  and  malignant 
motives,  and  to  re-establish  the  brotherly 
love  and  harmony  which  have  so  long 
united  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Parish,  and 
the  Liberty  of  the  Rolls,  they  decline 
ipssing  any  Resolution  of  Censure  on  Mr. 
C.  Terry  and  Mr.  J.  Jefferson,  Church- 
wardens ;  but  feel  it  necessary  to  remind 
these  Gentlemen,  that  the  very  nature  of 
their  office  requires,  at  all  times,  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  principles  of  benevolence 
and  conciliation,  and  that  the  impartial 
discharge  of  their  duties  is  their  best  re- 
commendation to  the  good  opinion  of  tbe 
InhabitanU. 

That  this  Meeting,  indtssolubly  attached 

to  the  British  Constitution,  composed  of 

King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  with  their  re^ 

I  spet;tive  Prerogatiy^s,  Rights^  and  Privi- 
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Ifges,  a3««tablisbed  by  the  glorious  Bevo- 


pf  his  indabitable  right  to  Trial  by  Jury. 


lotion  of  16S8»  cannot  separate  without  a. ^ This  was  held  by  Mr.  Dunning,  Mr.  Wed- 
solemn  pledge  and  assurance,  that  they     '    '  —    ~  ^     .._>-.    . 

will  not  cease  to  venerate,  luve,  and  de- 
fend it,'  with  all  the  strength  and  means 
they  enjoy,  under  Divine  Providence, 
equally  against  unprincipled  and  over- 
whelniing  tyranny,  iai^ess  anarchy,  and 
desperate  innovation. 

Mr.  Downes  being  called  to  the  Chair, 
the  thanks  uf  the  Meeting  were  unani- 
ipously  voted  to  Mr.  Kobins,  for  his  able 
and  impartial  conduct  as  Chairman ;  and 
to  Mr.  Quin,  for  the  spirit,  independence, 
and  perseverance,  evinced  by  him,  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  proceedings. 


Question  as  to  the  Practice  exercised  bf  the 
two  Houses  of  Farliatnent  of  construing 
Libel  into  ( 'ontempt,  and  punishing  it  by 

*    their  own  Order, 

.  [Frotn  tfie  Morning  Chronicle.'] 
We  have  stated  what,  ia  the  general 
opinion,  is  tlie  true  and  only  justification 
ol' the  exercise  of  the  right  of  commitment 
for  a  contempt  arising  out  of  libel,  namely, 
that  the  misdemeanor  is  likely  to  have 
such  an  instantaneous  effect  as  an  obstruc- 
tion, or  of  such  a  violent  character  in 
point  of  force>  as  to  make  it  dangerous  to 
wait  for  the  slow  remedy  of  the  law ;  and 
therefore  the  necessity  of  the  case  warrants 
the  summary  proceeoing.  But  where  the 
ordinary  tribunals  are  in  full  jurisdiction, 
and  where  the  constructive  contempt  of 
libel  js  committed  out  of  doors  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  House  of  Parliament,  a 
mere  animadversion  or  censure  on  their 
proceedings,  accompanied  by  no  outrage, 
distributed  by  no  mob  at  the  doors,  nor 
placarded  within  the  precincts,  the  mis- 
demeanor, however'  palpably  criminal, 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  Courts  of  Justice. 
In  the  memorable  Debate,  on  the  motion 
of.  Constaiitine  Phipps,  afterwards  Lord 
Mulgrave,  ifn  1771,  for  taking  away  from 
the  King's  Attorney  General  the  danger- 
ous power  of  filing  criminal  informations 
ex  officio,  as  well  as  in  the  great  debate 
which  grew  out  of  it,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Serjeant  Glynne,  the  opinion  of  alt 
the  most  considerable  men  was,  that 
though  the  right  of  removing  obstruction 
by  commitment  must  be  maintained  for 
their  own  security,  yet  it  was  a  right  that 
ought  only  to  be  used  in  extreme  cases ; 
for  when  exerted  in  ordinary  instances, 
the  public  mind  must  revolt  at  the  harsh- 
tvun  of  uimecesiarily  depriving  tb«  subject 


derburne.  Sir  George  Savile,  Mr.  Burke, 
&c.  &c. ;  and  indeed  it  has  been  the  sen- 
timent of  every  constitutional  man.  It 
has  been  recently  recognized  in  the 
Courts.  When  Mr.  Stockdale  was  sent  by 
the  House  of  Commons  to  trial  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  for  a  libel,  which 
they  called  a  Breach  of  Privilege,  the 
Counsel  for  the  Defendant  asked,  why  tht 
House  had  not  punished  the  dielinqueni 
themselves?  To  this  the  then  Attorney 
General  replied  in  these  words  :— 

"  My  Learned  Friend  says — Why  don't 
the  House  of  Commons  themselves  punish 
it  ? — Is  that  an  argument  to  be  used  in  the 
mouth  of  one  who  recommends  clemency  ? 
Does  he  recommend  this  iron  hand  of 
power  coming  down  upon  a  man  of  this 
sort ;  and  not  temperately,  wisely,  judi- 
ciously, bow  to  the  common  law  of  this 
country  ;  and  say,  let  him  be  dealt  with 
according  to  that  common  law  ?  There  he 
will  have  a  scrupulously  impartial  trial ; 
there  he  will  hav«  every  advantage  that 
the  meanest  subject  is  entitled  to.'' 

Trial  of  John  Stockdale,  p.  8S. 
This  has  ever  been  recommended  by 
every  considerate  man  also,  because  it  is 
well  known  that  this  boated  privilege 
can  only  be  exencised  without  controul . 
against  their  own  Members  or  against 
their  own  Constituents.  The  more  dan- 
gerous case  of  a  contempt  by  libel  com- 
mitted by  a  Peer  they  could  not  punish 
by  summary,  commitment.  Nay,  as  has 
been  proved,  they  would  be  without  re- 
medy—if their  order  was  opposed  by  the 
spirit  of  a  Court  of  Justice ;  for  if  they 
were  to  send,  their  Mace  for  a  Judge,  as 
the  House  of  Lords  did  in  the  instance  of 
Judge  Berkeley  tn  1640,  would  he  come 
when  tkey  called  ? 

In  1798  we  accumulated  a  volume  of 
materials  on  this  great  constitutiomal  ques- 
tion. 

Among  others  we  submitted  the  follow- 
ing Queries  on  the  case  to  Mr.  Fox, 
whose  knowledge  of  the  law  and  usage  of 
Parliament  will  be  admitted  by  all ;  and 
when  his  high  notions  on  this  subject  are 
remembered,  his  opinion  will  be  read 
with  a  Hyely  interest  i— 

Queries  addressed  to  the  Hon.  C.  J.  Fdx. 

Query  1.  Though  the  House  of  Lord$, 
as  well  as  every  Court  of  Justice,  have  the 
power  <^f  protecting  their  proceedings 
from  anlawful  obstructioBt  can  this  right 
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extend  to  the  eoa^mitment  for  the  mkde- 
meanor  of  libel  ? 

2.  Has  the  House  of  Lords,  either  in  its 
judicial  or  legislative  capacity,  any  power 
of  commitment  beyond  that  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  the  latter  never  committing 
for  a  lime  certain,  nor  imposing  a  fine  ? 

3.  Has  the  House  of  Lords,  in  fact,  any 
greater  power  over  contempt,  or  bread) 
of  privilege  in  the  exercise  of  its  judicifai 
fgnctions,  than  in  its  legislative  capacity  ? 

4.  Does  not  the  principle  of  your  Bill, 
by  which  it  is  declared  that  in  matter  of 
libel,  the  whole  case  shall  be  left  to  the 
jury,  who  shaU  pronounce  a  verdict  of 
Guilty  or  Not  Ouiltv  thereon,  extend  to 
the  two  Houses  of  l^arliament  as  well  as 

.  tQ  Courts—so  as  to  do  away  all  summary 
proceeding  on  libel,  under  the  construc- 
tion of  its  being  a  contempt  ? 

41.  Can  the  power  of  summary  commit- 
ment be  legally  exercised,  or  at  least 
lustly  and  agreeably  to  precedent,  against 
kn  individual,  upon  ihe  mere  proof  of  his 
being  the  Proprietor  of  a  Newspaper,  but 
without  ai>y  proof  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
matter  complained  of? 

6^  Supposing  the  right  of  commitment 
to  exist,  can  the  House  of  Lords  comniit 
an  individual  for  any  cause,  as  for  breach 
of  privilege,  for  a  term  certain,  and  ad- 
judge him  to  pay  a  fine  ? 

7.    What  mode  of  redress  would,  in 

rr  opinion,  be  the  constitutional  coarse 
me  to  pursue  in  this  case  of  commit- 
ment by  tbe  House  of  Lords,  on  the  coa- 
structiye  contempt  of  a  libel  ? 

To  which  Mr.  Fox,  with  his  usual 
condescension,  sent  us  the  following  an- 
swer: 

Dear  Sir  ;  I  should  be  extremely  glad 
to  be  in  any  way  serviceable  to  you  upon 
the  present  occasion,  but  I  cannot  think 
Day  opinion  on  a  case  of  this  sort  as  of  any 
vaJue  in  comparison  with  that  of  profes- 
sional men ;  especially  as  redress,  if  any, 
miMt  be  had  in  Courts  of  Law ;  for,  I  pre- 
snme  yoil  cannot  think  that  in  the  present 
state  of  things  there  is  any  chance,  even 
the  smallest,  of  eitber  House  of  Parlia- 
ment listening  to  any  thing  that  can  be 
offered  on  tbe  subject.  However,  I  will 
endeavour  to  answer  your  Queries. 

I .  There  can  be  no  right  of  committing 
but  for  contempt,  but  an  act  which  comes- 
properly  under  the  description  of  a  con- 
tempt; is  not  the  less  a  contempt  for  be- 
ing also  a  misdemeanor.  Indeed  i^  is  dif- 
ficmlt  to  ^^f^JiiXS^^  ttpntmnpt  which  wo«ld 
not '  "  **" 


2.  I  do  not  think  the  Hooae  of  Lorde  in 
any  capacity  has  powers  of  commitmeat 
beyond  the  House  of  Commons  ;  bat,  I 
believe,  such  powers  of  commitment  have 
been  exercised  by  it,  and  I  fear  without 
the  reproof  which  such  exercise  ought  to 
ha¥e  drawn  from  the  House  of  Commons. 

S.  I  should  think  the  House  of  Lords 
has  no  more  power  in  its  judicial  than  in 
its  legislative  character,  in  respect  to 
breaches  of  privilege  and  contempts,  if  in 
truth  it  can  be  properly  said  to  have  two 
distinct  characters,  which  I  doubt. 

4.  My  Libel  Bill  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. Its  principle,  however,  may  be 
urged  as  an  argument  to  induce  a  Court 
to  be  cautious  of  judging  libel  without  the 
assistance  of  a  jury,  except  in  eases  of 
great  urgency. 

5.  I  should  think  the  question  of  a  I^no- 
prietor  of  a  Newspaper  being  criminally 
responsible  for  its  contents,  a  yery 
doubtful  one,  and  indeed  I  should  strong- 
ly incline  to  the  negative ;  if  the  point 
had  not,  as  I  conceive,  been  often  deter- 
mined and  acquiesced  in. 

6.  I  believe  the  right  of  the  House  of 
Lords  to  fine,  stands  solely  upon  practice, 
and  I  have  little  doubt  of  its  being  an 
usurpation ;  as  to  its  right  for  committing 
for  a  term,  I  have  given  my  opinion  m 
my  answer  to  Query  2. 

7.  The  proper  channel  for  redress 
against  the  House  of  Lords,  is  a  petition 
to  the  House  of  Commons ;  but  that  in 
the  present  state  of  things  cannot  be 
thought  of.  Whether  or  not  there  can 
be  a  civil  action  against  the  gaoler  for 
false  imprisonment,  is  a  question  ior 
professional  lawyers;  and  upon  diis  a 
good  deal  of  the  old  dispute  on  the  case 
of  Asfaby  and  White,  would  come  in 
play;  with  this  material  difference,  that 
the  objection,  which  was  urged  in  that 
case  to  the  possibility  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  in  case  ofappeal,  becoming  judge 
of  the  privilege  of  the  Commons,  woiud 
lie  here  as  strongly  (thoueh  in  a  ditferent 
view)  to  the  House  of  Lords  becoming  by 
appeal  judge  of  their  own  act. 

I  have  now  answered  your  Queries  as 
well  as  I  can.  The  conduct  of  the  House 
of  Lords  seems  to  have  been  very  harsh, 
especially  as  the  paragraph  in  question,  I 
understand  Tfor  I  have  not  seen  it)  to  be 
of  that  sort  nrom  which  your  paper  is  of 
all  others  the  most  free.  But  hanb  as  it 
is,  I  do  not  knew  that  it  is  contrary  to 
precedent,  or  otherwiM^iilegnl.  than  with 
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respect  td  the  term  and  the  fine,  and  I  do 
iiot  know  thai  niy  opinion  upon  these 
iieadtf  is  that  of  any  other  person,  much 
less  the  geaeral  one.  Every  Court  ap- 
pears to  me  to  have  usurped  powers  in 
cases  of  contempt  beyond  the  neeessity 
of  the  case,  and  the  House  of  Lords  more 
than  any  other,  possibly,  because  there  is 
Be  appeal  from  it,  except  to  Parliament, 
of  which  they  make  a  part  By  the  way 
it  is  obserfabie,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  of  all  Courts  has  been  the  most 
moderate  in  exercise  of  power  of  this  sort»  is 
tfie  Court  whose  power  and  right  has  oftenest 
been  called  in  question.  Mr.  Erskine's 
whole  letter  seems  to  relate  more  to  ordi- 
nn^  Courts  of  Justice  than  to  the  Houses 
of  Parliament;  but  even  inthe  case  of  such 
Courts,  if  a  man  were  to  write  contuma- 
ciously of  the  manner  in  which  a  Judge 
gave  judgment,  I  suspect  he  would  cer« 
tainly  be  attached  for  a  contempt;  though 
this  case  is  not  mentioned  by  Mr.  Erskine, 
nor  does  it  come,  perhaps,  strictly  within 
the  line  of  his  argument.  Now  ijr  this  be 
so,  it  is  clearly  a  contempt  of  the  House 
of  Lords  to  animadvert  contumaciously  on 
the  speeches  of  its  members,  and  perhaps 
more  clearly  than  in  the  other  case,  inas- 
much as  to  print  the  speeches,  at  all  is  a 
breach  of  Privilege.  In  compliance  with 
your  wishes,  I  have  given  you  my  opinion 
at  kurge,  which,  howet^»  I  consider  of 
ytry  little  valile,  and  indeed  all  the  ques- 
tions of  particular  and  detailed  usnrpa- 
tions  and  abuses  appear  to  me  to  become 
of  little  moment,  at  a  time  when  the 
whole  Censtitution  is  ia  such  a  deplorable 
state.  The  proceedingn  against  you,  I 
suspect  to.  he  only  a  beginnmg  of  a  per- 
Becution  against  the  liberty  of  the  press 
hi  general,  and  a,  pajrt  of  that  system  of 
terror  which  our  juilers  are  so  fond  of.  I 
^a,  with  every  good  wish,  dear^Sir,  yoor's 
ever,  C.J.  Pox. 

St.  AnneVhill,  28th  March,  1798, 
JiOfBS  Perry,  Esq. 

^  %^  The  Utter  of  Mr.  Erskine,  to 
which  Mr.  Fox  alludes,  is  that  whick  will 
be  found  at  p.  65G. 


THE  DUKE  OF  CUMBERLAND. 

A  correct  Ccf^  qf  the  Evidence  igmt  the  In- 
^uJay  relatwe  to  the  As$auU  made  lawn  his 
Rc2fal  H^hness  the  Duke  ^  CumberUmd 
by  Joseph  Sellie. 

Middlem^TI^  ItrfonaatMn  oC  his  Boyal 


Highness  Ermbst  Avoustvs  Duke  of 

Cumberland. 
Who,  being  upOn  hjs  oath,  saith,  tha^ 
before  three  o'clock  this  moiiiing  bein^ 
in  bed  and  asleep,  he  received  two  blows 
upon  hui  head,  which  awoke  him,  aud 
upon  starting  up,  he  received  two  other 
blows  upon  his  head,  which,  being  accom- 
panied with  a  hissing  noise,  it  occurrjed  to 
him  that  some  bat  had  flown  against  him, 
being  between  sleeping  and  waking,  and 
immediately  received  two  other  blows; 
there  was  a  lamp  burning  in  the  room,  bi^ 
he  did  not  see  any  body;  that  th^re  was  a 
night  table  standing  near  the  bed  side, 
where  a  letter  lay  which  is  covered  with 
blood.  His  Hoyal  Highness  says,  he  then 
got  up  and  made  for  the  door,  which 
opens  at  the  head  of  the  bed ;  he  then 
received  a  wound  upon  his  right  thigh 
with  a  sabre;  he  then  called  out  to  Nealt, 
his  page,  and  said  there  Was  a  murderer  ia 
his  room,  and  upon  returning  to  his  bed- 
room with  Neale,  he  perceived  that  the 
door  leading  to  the  yellow  room  was  wide 
open,  which  is  always  locked  the  last 
thing  when  he  gets  into  bed ;  k  naked 
sword  had  been  dropped,  which  he  sup- 
poses must  have  given  the  wound  in  hit 
thigh.  The  man  who  gave  the  blows 
never  spoke  a  word,  and,  upon  Neale  re* 
tomuiff  with  his  Royal  Highness,  the  man  > 
had  fled  through  to  the  yellow  room 
which  leads  into  the  ball-room,  through 
the  other  yellow  room  into  the  ar- 
moury, to  the  ^mmer  bed-room  through 
the  dressing-room  into  Sellis's  rodm  (tnis 
page  whom  his  RoyWI  Highness  believes 
gave  him  the  Woui&.)  His  Boyal  High- 
ness then  went  down  stairs  with  NeaU, 
and  ordered  the  doors  to  be  secured,  that 
no  person  might  escape  out  of  the  apart- 
ments. His  £>yal  Highness  further  states 
that  upon  his  return  into  his  bed-room,  be 
discovered  that  the  sword  which  lay  upon 
the  floor  >vas  his  own  regimental  sword^ 
aad  in  the  closet  at  the  foot  of  his  bea 
was  found  the  scabbard,  with  a  pair  of 
slippers  belonging  to  Sellis,  and  the  key 
of  the  closet-door,  which  is  usually  on  the 
side  ci  the  door  next  the  room,  was  found 
on  the  inside  of  the  door  nesU  the  closet ; 
there  was  also  a  dark  lantern  inthe  closet, 
and  from  these  circumstances  he  has  re^. 
son  to  believe,  and  doth  believe,  that  the 
blows  and  woiumIs  he  received  were  given 
him  by  the  said  Joseph  Sellis.  His  Royal 
Hiahness  farther  saith,  that  the  said'Joseph 
Se&  had  not  incirred  his  displeastp^^ 
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and  that  he  had  not  any  reason  to  think  ill^ 
of  him. 

The  mark  of 
Sworn  before  me^  the  ^ 

31st  May,  1810,      His  Royal  Highness 
J.  Read.  the  Dake  of 

CUMHERLAND. 

Middlesex, ^^The  Information  of  Corne- 
lius Neale,  Valet  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 

Who,  being  upon  his  oath,  saith,  that 
whilst  he  was  in  bed  in  a  room  adjoining'the 
bed-room  of  his  Royal  Highness,  a  little 
before  three  o'clock,  he  heard  his  Royal 
Highness  call  out  "  Neale  !  Neale  !  I  am 
murdered  V  upon  which  he  got  out  of  bed, 
and  met  the  Duke  of  Ctimberland  at  the 
door.  His  Royal  Highness  feaid  the  mur- 
derer was  in  his  bed -room.  Informant 
says  he  instantly  darted  into  the  bed- 
room of  his  Royal  Highness  and  seized  the 
poker,  and  then  perceived  that  the  door 
leadiDg  into  the  yellow  room  was  wide 
open,  which  he  immediately  ran  to,  and 
set  his  foot  upon  a  naked  sword  which  was 
lying  upon  the  floor,  just  by  the  door.  He 
took  up  the  sword  and  asked  leave  of  his 
Royal  Highness  to  pursue  the  assassin  ; 
but  his  Royal  Highness  desired  hewoukJ 
not,  but  to  call  the  servants.  His  Royal 
Highness  then  lent  upon  informant's  arni, 
and  they  went  together  into  the  porter's 
room,  and  called  the  porter,  and  he  was 
ordered  by  his  Royal  Highness  not  to 
sufler  any  person  to  go  out  of  the  house. 
They  then  returned  up  stairs  again,  and 
upon  goin^up  stairs  they  met  Mrs.  Neale, 
whom  his  Uoyal  Highness  desired  to  call 
Sell  is.  She  ran  to  his  bed-room^  and  came 
back  again,  and  said  the  door  was  locked. 
His  Royal  Highness  then  finding  himself 
faint  from  loss  of  blood,  lay  down  upon 
the  bed.  His  Royal  Highness  then  de- 
sired informant  to  look  after  the  assassin, 
and  to  find  out  where  he  could  have  been 
concealed.  Informant  opened  the  door 
at  the  foot  of  the  bed  leading  to  a  small 
room  which  has  three  closets ;  the  water 
closet,  the  closet  where  informant  sup- 
poses the  assassin  had  concealed  himself, 
and  another  closet  for  dirty  linen  ,  In  the 
closet  where  he  supposed  the  assassin  was 
'concealed,  informant  found  a  pair  of  black 
leather  slippers,  with  the  name  Sellis  writ- 
ten in  each  slipper,  which  informant  be- 
lieves to  be  of  the  hand* writing  of  Joseph 
Se\\\»,  an  Italian,  one  of  the  valets  of  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland ; 
tli«re  was  also  a  dark  lantern^  a  bottle  of 


water,  Imd   the   scabbard  of  the   sword 
which  was  found  epon  the  floor  in  the 
bed-room ;  there  was  also  two  bolsters, 
which  are  used  in  the  day  time  for  Orna- 
menting the  bed  of  his  Roy^l  Highness, 
and   the  kt^y  of  the  closet, was  in  the  in- 
side of  the  cloor,  which  was  not  usual,  and 
could  have  been  ot  no  use  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  locking  thf  ooor,  where  he  sup- 
poses the  assassin   had  concealed  himself. 
Informant  saiih,  about  this  time  a  report 
came  to  the  Duke  that  Sellis  was  muider- 
ed.     Informant  saith,  that  he  assisted  hk 
Royal  Highness  to  go  to  bed.     About  thts 
time  Mr.  Home,  the  surgeon,  came,  and 
this  informant  assisted  him  in  binding  up 
his  wounds.     Informant  saith,  there   arc 
several  wounds  upon  his  Royal  Highness's 
head,  one  upon   his  throat. '    That  the 
back  of  his  right    hand  is  cut    across, 
and  that  there  are  wounds  upon  bis  left 
arm,  and  a  wound  upon  the  back  of  his 
right  thigh,  and  he  has  reason  to  believe 
that  all   the  wounds  were   given  by  the 
sword  found  upon  the  floor  in  the  bed- 
room, which   was  very  bloody.      Infor- 
mant saith,  that  between  the  Duke's  room 
and   informant's   room,    there  are    three 
doors,  but  only  a  wainscot  partition  be- 
tween the  beds.  That  he  never  heard  any 
noise  till   the   Duke   called  out,  Neale! 
Neale  !  I  am  murdered  !   Informant  saith, 
that  he  attended  his  Royal  Highness  to 
bed  last  night  about  twelve  o'clock ;  and 
after  his  Royal  Highness  had  passed  the 
yellow  room  (which  he  always  does  when 
he  goes  to  bed),  informant  shut  the  door, 
and  is  very  sure  he  locked  it;  and  he  af- 
terwards remained  in  the    Duke's  room 
until    his   Royal  Highness  got  into  bed. 
No  other  person  was  in  the  room,  and  hu 
Royal  Highness  desired  inform^t  would 
call   him    at  seven   o'clock.      Infonnai^t 
went  out  by  the  doors  leading  to  his  own 
room,   sind  ordered    the    house- maid    to 
light  his    Royal   Highnesses  fire  at    six 
o'clock  ;    he  then  went  to  his  own  room, 
and  went  to  bed.     The  doors  between  his 
Royal  Highness's  bed-room  and  the  bed- 
room of  this  intbrmant,  were  shut,  but  not 
locked.     His  bed- room  door  next  the  pas- 
sage is  always  open;  that  be  is  very  wake- 
ful,  and  if  any  one  had  come  in  that  way, 
he  must  either  have  heard  or  seen  him ; 
and  there  being  no  other  entrance  to  his 
Royal  Highness's  bed-room  but  the  door 
from  the  yellow  room,  which  he  left  lock- 
ed, this  informant  verily  believes  that  the 
said  Joseph  Sellis,  or  some  other  person 
who  made  ti^e  assault  upon  bis  fioyal 
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Highness,  must  have  concealed  himself  in 
the  closet  where  he  found  the  slippers,  the 
dark  lantern  and  the  scabbard  of  the 
sword.  Informant  saith,  that  the  said 
Joseph  Sellis  had  taken  out  his  Royal 
Highness's  uniform  and  the  sword,  and 
brought  them  into  his  bed-room  for  a  re- 
gimental inspection,  which  did  not  take 
place,  and  Sellis  afterwards  returned  the 
regimentals  to  the  wardrobe,  but  Jed  the 
sword  in  the  bed-room,  where  informant 
believes  he  saw  the  sword  some  time  y.es- 
terday.  Cornelius  Neaxe. 

Sworn  before  me.  May  31,  1810, 
J.  Read. 

Middlesex. — The  Information  of  Ann,  the 
Wife  of  Cornelius  Nealb,  House- 
keeper to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
D^ke  of  Cumberland. 

Who  being  upon  oath,  saith,  that  she 
was  called  up  this  morning,  about  three 
o'clock,  by  ner  husband,  and  at  the  same 
time  heard  bis  Royal  Highness  exclaim 
thai  he  had  beea  murdered.  Upon 
gnmg  into  Mr.  Nealc's  room  (called  the 
Page's  Room)  she  found  his  Royal  High- 
ness bleeding  very  much,  Mr.  Neale 
was  with  him.  His  Royal  Hfghness  de- 
sired her  ro  call  the  servants,  and  after 
his  Royal  Highness  had  ^ot  back  to  his 
bed-room>  she  went  ana  called  Joseph 
Sellis  at  his  room  door,  but  no  one  an- 
swered ;  the  door  was  fiaist.  The  porter 
was  with  her,  and  tried  to  open  it,  but 
could  not.  He  then  knocked  very  vio- 
lently at  the  door,  but  no  one  answered. 
She  then  tried  to  open  the  door  of  the' 
yellow-room,  leading  to  the  ball-room, 
but  could  not  open  it,  and  found  after- 
wards that  the  door  was  bolted  within- 
side,  whidl  she  never  knew  it  to  be  be- 
fore. Informant  saith,  that  she  then  re-, 
turned  by  the  ball-room  through  the  yel- 
low* rooms,  and  through  the  summer- 
rooms,  to  get  at Sel lid's  room  the  other 
way,  and  thinks  five  or  six  minutes  had 
elapsed  since  they  tried  at  the  first  door, 
and  JQst  as  she  got  to  the  bed-room  door 
she. heard  a  gugghng  sort  of  noise  like 
water  in  a  man's  tbruai,  and  heard  a 
dropping  on  the  floor  like  water,  and  the 
porter  looked  into  the  room  and  ex- 
claimed. Good  God !  Mr.  Sellis  has  cut 
bis  throat;  upon  which  she  became  very 
Aoch  frightened,  .and  went  away  and 
desired  the  porter  to  get  assistance.  In- 
formant says  that  the  folding  doors  lead- 
itig*  from  the  ball-room  into  the  yel low- 
room  were  shut,  and  all  U^e  other  dotrt 


from  the  ball-room  to  Sellis's  room  were 
open.  Ann  Neale. 

Informant  further  saith,  that  she  has 
known  Joseph  Sellis  for  near  twelve 
yoars,  and  for  the  last  five  years  he  hat 
lived  in  his  Royal  Highness's  service ; 
says  that  he  was  very  obstinate  and  quar- 
relsome, and  would  not  bear  contradic- 
tion, not  even  from  his  Royal  Highness, 
and  would  never  acknowledge  himself  in 
fault.  Had  observed  nothing  particular 
in  his  deportment  lately.  He  had  been 
ill  for  three  weeks  or  a  month  of  a  vio- 
lent cold,  but  was  getting  the  better  of  it. 
Informant  says  that  his  Royal  Highness 
had  been  very  kind  to  him,*and  about  a 
week  or  ten  days  ago  had  permitted  him 
to  go  within  the  carriage,  instead  Of  riding 
on  the  outside,  which  he,  bad  .been  accus- 
tomed to  do.  She  has  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  be  bad  any  grudge  to  his  Royal 
Highness;  that  during  his  illness  his 
Royal  Highness  permitted  him  to  go  to 
bed,.inste£ul  of  sitting  up  for  him,  which 
it  was  his  place  to  do  every  third  night. 
That  during  the  last  four  or  five  years 
his  Royal  Highness  had  allowed  his  wife 
and  family  to  live  in  the  house,  with  an 
allowance  of  coals  and  candles.  That 
(after  the  birth  of  the  last  child)  about 
three  months  ago,  his  Royal  Highness 
and  the  Princess  Augusta  stood  for  the 
christening  by  proxies,  and  she  has  heard 
Sellis.  say,  that  the  Queen  had  made  him 
a  present  of  two  pieces  of  Indian  muslin, 
and  that  the  Princess  Augusta  had  also 
given  him  a  piece,  with  several  other 
presents  for  the  child's  baptism.  Infoi*- 
mant  saith,  that  the  Dake  of  Cumberland 
was  very. partial  to  Se'lis,  and  always  had 
him  to  travel  with  him.  Says  that  he 
lived  very  much  to  himself,  and  was  very 
distant  with  all  his  Royal  Highness  t 
other  servants.  His  principal  acquaint- 
ances were  a  Mr.  Grevilie,  page  to  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge ;.  and  a  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dupre,  wax-chandler,  in  Jermyn-Street. 
Mrs.  Dupre  was  Mrs.  S^llis's  confidential 
friend.  Informaiit  says  that  there  are  a 
pair  of  green  doors  across  the  gallery 
which  separates  his  Royal  Highness  a 
apartments  from  the  Queen's  Public 
Rooms,  which  are  always  kept  locked,  of 
which  she  has  the  key;  but  there  was 
another  key  which  Sellis  had,  and  which 
he  informed  her  his  Royal  Highnesa  had 
permitted  him  to  get  made  in  ordt* r  that 
he  might  pass  from  his  Royal  Highnt^ss's 
apartments  ta  where  his  wile  lived  with- 
out going  out  of  doors,  and  that^he  must 
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haTe  passed  that  way  yesterday.  Infor* 
mant  farther  says,  that  in  passing  throagh 
tbd  ball*room  and  the  yellow-room  ad- 
joinings  she  found  the  upper  part  of  the 
window  shatters  open  in  the  ball-room, 
the  yeHow-room  adjoining*  and  one  in 
the  spare  bed^room,  which  were  usually 
€hat  at  nigbt.  Ann  Nbals. 

Sworn  before  rat.  May  SI,  1810, 
J.  Read. 

J^Uddlcsex.^^The  Information  of  Benja- 
min Smith,  Porter  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness, the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

Who  being  upon  his  oath,  saith,  that 
this  morning,  at  aboat  a  quarter  before 
three  o'clock,  he  was  called  up  by  his 
Royal  Highness  and  Mr.  Neale,  the  valet 
Neale  cried  oat,  his  Royal  Highness  is 
murdered.  That  he  immediately  got  up, 
and  saw  his  Royal  Highness  all  oyer  blood. 
They  desired  him  to  alarm  the  senrants, 
mnd  having  armed  himself  with  a  sword, 
lie  then  went  and  gave  directions  to  the 
•entries  to  stop  every  one  who  should 
come  out  of  the  door.  The  outer  door 
was  fastened,  and  the  area  door  was  lock- 
ed. He  returned  and  met  Mrs.  Neaje, 
the  housekeeper,  and  the  yager,  and  they 
went  to  the  door  of  Sellis's  room.  In- 
formant says  he  called  through  the  key.- 
hole  of  the  door,  and  knocked  at  the  same 
time  with  the  sword  he  had  in  his  hand, 
but  no  one  answered,  and  they  thought 
that  Sellis  could  not  be  there  ;  informant 
aays  he  was  then  sent  to  Sellis's  wife's 
apartments,  and  one  of  his  children  an- 
swered that  he  was  sleeping  in  the  house, 
meaning  the  Duke's  private  apartments. 
He  then  went  round  with  Mrs.  Neale  and 
the  yager  through  the  diawing-room  and 
the  summer  apartments,  and  thinks  ten 
minutes  miffht  have  passed  from  the  time 
he  knocked  at  the  first  door  (but  being 
frightened  he  cannot  speak  to  the  exact 
time)  ;  that  just  as  they  got  near  the  door 
of  Sellis's  bed-room,  he  heard  a  guggling 
noise,  that  appealed  to  him  to  come  from 
the  throat  or  some  petson ;  he  thinks 
Sellis's  room  door  was  open,  but  neither 
he  nor  Mrs.  Neale,  or  the  yager  went 
in,  but  being  very  much  frightened,  and 
suspecting  from  the  noise  they  heard  that 
some  other  person  had  been  murdered, 
they  went  back  again  to  get  further  as- 
sistance. Informant  further  says,  that  in 
passing  through  the  ball-room>  and  the 
summer  apartments,  he  perceived  the 
upper  part  of  some  of  the  window-shutters 
a  little  upon  the  jar.    Informant  says  tiyit 


Joseph  Sellis  came  into  bis  apsftiaeat  last 
night  before  the  Duke  came  from  Green- 
wich, and  asked  who  was  for  Wiiubor ; 
and  was  answered  the  yager.  InfbnnaM 
then  asked  Sellis  if  the  du&  was  going  to 
Windsor  to-morrow.  Sellis  answered, 
that  he  believed  the  Duke  intended  togoj 
that  Sellis  then  went,  as  informint  b^ 
lieves,  up  to  the  Duke's  apartmeaU,  and 
he  does  not  recollect  that  he  saw  bia 
afterwards.  Benjamin  Suits. 

Sworn  beA>remei  May  51,  ISIO, 
J.  Rbad. 

MiddU$ex.—Tbe  Information  of  Matthiv 
Hbnry  GttASLEN,  Servant  to  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  CUMBBSUMP. 

Who,  being  upon  his  oath,  saitb,  thit 
he  was  called  up  this  morning,  about  three 
o'clock,  by  Mrs.  Neale,  who  said.  Get  up! 
get  up!  the  Duke  is  murdered!  Ww- 
mant  says  he  got  yp,  and  tookapsiref 
pistols  with  him,  and  when  he  cameto 
the  siUing-room,  next  his  Royal  High- 
nesses bed-room,  Mrs.  Neale  deaired  hm 
to  call  Joseph  SelHs,  but  he  was  notable 
to  find  his  way  to  the  apartmenla  where 
Sellis  and  his  wife  lived,  and  came  back 
again,  and  then  the  porUr  went  and 
brought  back  word  that  Sellis  was  ileepiog 
in  the  Duke's  boose.  He  then  went,  ifl 
company  of  Mrs.  Neale  and  the  port«r,io 
Sellis's  room  6oot,  where  they  calWanri 
knocked,  but  no  one  answered.  Tm 
then  vrent  round  by  the  ball-room  anfl 
summer  apartments,  and  searched  aitt^ 
went  on  till  they  came  to  the  other  door 
of  Sellis's  room,  where  they  heaid  a  nose 
like  water  in  some  man's  throat,  aad  «J^ 
porter  cried  out,  Sellis  is  murdered!  iw 
door  of  the  room  was  open,  but  n«*"!|^ 
them  went  into  the  room,  they  went  batf 
for  further  assistance.  Informant  «ay^ 
that  he  saw  Sellis  last  night  abost  8 
o'cbck,  in  the  porter's  room;  hsctae 
there  and  asked  who  was  for  WindjorHj 
monrow.  Informant  aays^  he  «*''^ 
that  he  was*  Informant  fortber  njt,  v» 
In  passing  through  the  ball^nKmi  Hd  » 
summer  apartments,  two  window-Autt^ 
of  the  ball-room  were  a  littU  op«M* 
one  window-shutter  in  each  of  the  cm 
rooms  was  a  little  open  at  the  top. 

Matthew  Heney  GeasU^ 

Sworn  before  me.  May  3h  l«l<^ 
J.  Rbad. 

MifidUsex.^Tbe  Information  of  JoJJ'J 
Cbbigbton,  Serjeant  in  the  Colditre«« 
Guards. 
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Who  being  upon  Ims  otth  wv9,  tbat  he 
was  one  of  the.  Serjeants  of  the  King's 
Guard  en  doty  at  9t.  James's,  and  was 
called  from  the  Guard -room  at  half  past 
three  o'clock  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Btike  of  Cumberland's  apartments.  W  hen 
he  entered  the  hall,  he  iband  two  ser- 
Tants,  and  was  tokl  that  his  Royal  Hifffa- 
neas  had  been  wounded ;  and  says,  that 
he  saw  a  good  deal  of  blood  in  the  hall, 
and  upon  the  stair-case.  That  he  went 
with  two  or  three  soldiers  with  arms  op 
stairs,  and  went  through  the  suite  of  apart- 
ments into  the  room  where  the  dead  ipan 
Jay ;  the  door  was  on  the  jar ;  the  ser- 
vant who  preceded  us  turned  back,  and 
one  of  the  soldiers  took  the  candle  out  of 
his  hand  and  went  into  the  room,  and  in- 
foroiant  followed  him.  They  found  a 
roan,  whom  he  has  since  understood  to  be 
Sellis,  laying  on  his  back  on  the  bed,  with 
his  throat  cut ;  his  shirt  was  very  bloody ; 
a  razor  with  a  white  handle  lay  on  the 
floor,  about  two  feet  from  the  bed.  Sellis 
had  on  a  pair  of  pantaloons  and  stockings, 
but  neither  shoes  nor  coat,  and  if  he  had 
en  a  waistcoat  it  did  not  appear  in  front. 
There  was  a  wash-hand  bason  standing  on 
the  table  with  a  little  water  in  it,  appear- 
ing as  if  some  one  had  been  washing  their 
hloody  hands  in  it.  Informant  says  he 
picked  up  th«  razor  and  put  it  upon  the 
table ;  the  razor  was  bloody.  Sellis  was 
quite  dead  when  he  came  into  the  room, 
out  not  cold.  There  was  no  appearance 
•f  Sellis  having  ^struggled ;  his  hands  were 
straight  down,  and  the  blood  all  in  a  froth 
Idling  from  his  neck. 
f*  CfiEiGHTOK>  Seij.  Coldstream  Guards^ 
Sworn  before  me,  ^9y  31, 1810. 
J.  Head. 

Middlaex.'^Tbe  Information  of  Thomas 
8tiiic«i.aiid,  Upder  Butler  t/o  his  Eoyal 
Highneaa  th^  Doke  pf  Cumb^lahj). 

Who  being  upon  oath  saith,  that  he 
taw  Joseph  Sellis  last  night  about  ten  mi- 
notes  before  eleven  o'clock  in  his  Ro^al 
Higfaness's  bed-room.  He  was  st^dine 
hy  the  dressing  table,  with  what  appeared 
to  this  informant  to  be  a  shirt  in  his  hand. 
Nothing  passed  between  ns.  Informant 
says  he  vrent  there  as  it  was  usual  for  him 
to  do  to  take  up  birRoyal  Highness's  cup, 
which  he  placed  opon  the  stand  by  the 
bedside,  informant  says  he  was  not  sur- 
prised at  seeing  Sellia  there,  as  he  did  not 
know  but  it  was  his  turn  in  waiting.  Sellis 
lt>oked  earnestly  at  him,  and  had  a  smile 
Qpon  iu8  countenanee,  but  did  bot  speak. 


Sellis  had  his  coat  on,  but  be  Aid  not  ob« 
serve  any  other  parts  of  his  dress,  nor  did 
he  take  notice  whether  there  was  or  not  a 
sword  in  the  room.  Says  he  had  very 
little  intercourse  with  Sellis,  but  when  he 
had  any,  he  always  found  }}\m  to  he  a 
very  civil  man.  He  left  Sellis  in  the 
Duke's  room,  and  never  saw  him  after- 
wards. Thowas  SxRiqiaAND. 
Sworn  before  me.  May  3 1,  18 JO. 
J.  Read. 

Middie9ex.^^T!he  Information  of  SaeAh 
Varlet,  Housemi^  to  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumbsalaki). 

Who  being  upon  her  oath,  saith,  that  it 
is  her  business  to  shut  up  the  window  shut- 
ters of  the  b all-room »  and  the  rooms  upon 
the  same  floor,  and  that  last  nieht  she  shut 
all  the  window  shatters,  but  without  putting 
up  the  bars,  and  that  she  shut  all  the  doors 
except  the  door  leading  into  Sellis's  room 
fh>m  his  Roval  Highness's  dressing-room  : 
that  she  took  the  two  bolsters  and  cover- 
lid which  dress  ihe  bed  in  the  day  time  o£P 
from  the  bed  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock 
last  night,  and  placed  them  in  a  closet 
leading  to  the  water  closet,  and  that  she 
locked  the  door,  leaving  the  key  in  the 
door  on  the  side  next  the  room  ;  she  doef 
it  every  night,  and  is  perfectly  sure  she 
did  it  last  night.  Informant  says  that  at 
the  time  she  placed  the  bolsters  in  the 
closet  there  was  no  sword  there  nor  any 
slippers  or  dark  lantern ;  that  she  has  just 
come  from  the  closet  where  she  placed 
the  bolsters,  and  says,  they  are  now  In  a 
very  difierent  position  from  that  she  left 
them  last  night ;  informant  fucthei*  sayi 
that  she  waft  in  the  housemaid's  room 
last  night  about  ten  o'clock ;  Sarah  Tethei|'« 
head  and  Margaret  Jones  were  there  ; 
Sellis  came  in  and  desired  Margaret  to 
put  the  sheets  upon  his  bed,  saying,  I 
shall  sleep  here  to-night,  because  I  think 
the  Duke  is  going  to  Windsor  to-morrow  ; 
Margaret  answered  Very  well.  Sir,  and 
then  Sellis  went  away*       Sarah  Varlbt. 

Sworn  before  me,  5 1  st  May,  1810, 
J.  Read* 

The  further  Information  of  Sarah 
Varlit. 

Who  being  upon  her  oath,  saith,  that 
she  has  seen  and  examined  the  lantern 
which  was  found  in  the  closet  where  she 
placed  the  bolsters,  and  says,  it  is  a  small 
brown  lantern,  and  hath  glass  sides,  and 
has  tin  sliders  to  each  glass  to  make  it 
quite  dark;  that  she  baa  seen  a  lantern 
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like  it  ODC^  or  twice  standing  upon  the 
drawers  in  Mr.  Sellis^s  dressing-room^ 
and  she  hath  seen  him  with  a  lantern  very 
like  it  in  his  hand  in  the  gallery  once  or 
twice ;  thinks  it  was  above  a  month  ago 
since  she  saw  the  lantern  stand  upon  the 
dressing-table,  and  is  yery  sure  that  it 
tras  a  square  lantern.  darah  Vablet. 
Sworn  before  me^  1st  June^  1810^ 
J.  Read. 

Middleitx. — The  Information  of  Antonio 
Pamzera. 

Who«  upon  his  oath,  says,  that  he  has 
lived  with  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  Sussex,  as  his  valet  de  chambre,  about 
three  years;  that  he  knew  Sellis  by  si^ht 
before  he  (this  informant)  came  to  live 
with  his  Royal  Highness,  and  has  seen 
bim  frequently  since  at  Windsor,  and  in 
town,  but  that  he  never  called  upon  Sellis 
unless  he  had  a  message  to  deliver  from 
bis  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Susseji^ 
nor  did  Sellis  ^ver  call  upon  this  informant 
in  town.  He  was  in  no  habits  of  intimacy 
with  Sellis.  When  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Sussex  and  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Cumberland  were  at 
Windsor,  he  frequently  met  him,  and  says, 
that  Sellis  has  several  times  told  him,  that 
if  he  could  get  another  place  he  should 
be  very  glad  to  leave  the  service  of  his. 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland ; 
giving  as  a  reason,  that  he  had  a  wife  and 
a  large  family,  and  that  he  could  not  sup- 
port them  without  better  wages:  that 
Neale,  the  other  valet,  had  all  the  perqui- 
sites vf  the  clothes,  and  that  he  (Sellis) 
lived  upon  ill  terms  with  Neale,  In- 
formant saith,  that  on  the  22d  of  this 
month  he  walked  with  Sellis  for  half  an 
bour  in  Windsor  Park,  when  he  told  this 
informant  that  he  passed  many  mihappy 
bours,  and  that  his  situation  was  very  un- 
comfortable, on  account  of  a  person  in 
the  house  of  the  name  of  Neale,  whom  he 
could  swear  robbed  and  plundered  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
at  difierent  times.  He  said  that  bis  Royal 
Highness  had  used  him  ill,  by  very  often 
speakiiig  sharp  to  him^  and  that  he  thought 
if  Neale  was  not  there  he  should  be  treated 
better,  and  that  Neale  also  used  bim  very 
ill ;  and  further  says,  that  Sellis  during 
this  conversation  appeared  very  much  de- 
jected, and  more  low  in  spirits  than  he 
had  ever  seen  him  before.  Says  be  has 
never  met  Sellis  at  any  other  place  ex- 
cept oince  or  twice  at  the  Opera^  and  does 
not  know  whom  be  associated  with :  that 


he  was  a  man  of  very  few  words,  and 
never  said  so  much  to  him  as  he  did  on 
the  day  he  has  mentioned;  but  that  when- 
ever he  has  met  Sellis,  be  has  always  ex- 
preyed  a  wish  to  leave  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  Says  that 
Sellis  always  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
very  mild  man^  and  not  addicted  to  drink. 
'  Antonio  Panzera. 

Sworn  before  me  the  Slst  May,  1810, 
J.  Read. 

Middlesex.'^The  Information  of  Feidi* 
NAND  BuRZio,  of  Charles-street,  Gros- 
venor-square.  Jeweller. 

Who  being  upon  his  oatb,  saith,  that 
he  has  known  Joseph  Sellis  about  14  or 
)  5  years,  has  been  in  the  habit  of  fre- 
quently seeing  him,  but  not  for  tlie  last 
Hve  weeks.  Before  that  time  he  uied  to 
call  very  often  at  the  apartments  of  hii 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
with  articles  of  jewellery ;  but  ne?er  met 
Sellis  at  any  third  place.  Says  that  Sellis 
was  a  man  who  lived  much  to  himself; 
that  he  always  considered  him  a  very 
orderly  good  man.  Informant  saith,  that 
about  five  months  ago  Sellis  came  to  bis 
house,  and  asked  informant  to  look  out 
for  a  place  for  him.  Informant  said,  Good 
God,  wh^t,  do  you  mean  to  ruin  yourself! 
You  must  not  think  for  yourself)  you  must 
think  for  your  family  ;  upon  that  in- 
formant  says  Sellis  left  him,  and  ^ent 
away  apparently  satisfied! 

Ferdinand  Bubxio. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  Slst  May,  ISlQr 
J.  Read. 

MmW^wt.— The  Information  of  Mary 
Ann  Sellis,  Widow. 

Who,  upon  her  oath,  saith,  that  Joseph 
Sellis,  her  late  husband,  had  been  with 
her  nearly  the  whole  of  yesterday;  that 
he  went  to' market,  and  afterwards  walkw 
with  her  and  the  children  into  the  W 
and  did  not  leave  her  till  10  o'clock  last 
night,  when  he  went  away,  saying  he 
should  sleep  at  the  Duke's,  in  order  that 
the  maid  might  sleep  with  her  to  dui« 
the  young  child;  when  he  went  away  the 
door  was  locked  after  him,  and  she  nefer 
saw  him  afterwards.  That  when  be 
walked  with  her  in  the  Park,  he  had  oa 
pantaloons,  with  shoes  and  half-gaiters, 
and  she  verily  believes  he-had  on  hi«  ^^ 
and  gaiters  when  he  left  her  at  ^j&^^^ 
she  never  saw  him  pull  theni  off,  and  they 
are  not  left  behind  him,  and  that  w 
scarcely  ever  wore  sHppers  at  botofi)  ^ 
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fonnant  says,  that  her  late  husband  had 
been  ill  of  a  Tiolent  cold  for  four  or  five 
weeks,  but  he  seemed  to  her  to  be  more 
cheerful  and  happy  yesterday  on  account 
of  their  young  child  being  better;  infor- 
mant says,  that  about  a  fortnight  ago  she 
heard  him  in  conversation  with  her  sister 
complain  of  his  health,  she  overheard  him 
say  in  answer  to  some  observation  that  fell 
from  her  sister,  that  death  is  a  debt  we 
must  all  pay  sooner  or  later ;  informant 
says,  that  he  last  night  at  supper  talked 
much  of  preparations  which  were  to  be 
made  for  dressing  the  children  for  the 
birthday^  and  desired  her  to  take  care 
and  get  her  gown  in  time,  she  having 
been  busied  in  making  up  some  muslin 
that  had  been  given  to  her  husband  by 
the  Queen  and  rrincess  Augusta  for  her 
and  the  children ;  informant  further  says, 
that  to  prevent  her  husband  sleeping 
down  stairs,  she  had  put  the '  child  in 
the  bed  where  the  maid  used  to  sleep, 
and  told  him  she  should  not  want  the 
assistance  of  the  maid  in  the  room,  but 
he  told  her  that  the  Duke  bad  said 
perhaps  he  might  go  to  Windsor  to-mor- 
row morning,  and  therefore  he  should 
sleep  below  stairs,  as  upon  those  occa- 
sions he  was  accustomed  to  do.  That  he 
took  no  lantern  with  him,  nor  his  gloves 
or  hat ;  nor  had  he  any  lantern  belonging 
to  him  but  one,  which  is  now  in  the 
house,  and  is  the  one  which  she  now  pro- 
doces.  That  she  never  heard  him  make 
any  complaint  of  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  but  felt  himself 
much  gratified  by  the  honour  which  his 
Royal  Highness  and  the  Princess  Augusta 
bad  done  him,  by  standing  for  their  last 
child,  and  for  the  presents  they  had  made 
them.;  and  further  says,  that  her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  Elizabeth  had  also 
sent  her  presents  two  years  running.  In- 
formant says,  that  she  knows  of  nothing 
hanging  upon  his  mind  ;  that  he  was  not 
particularly  straightened  in  his  circum- 
stances at  that  time,  and  she  does  not 
know  that  he  was  in  debt,  or  that  he  owes 
dny  bill,  but  to  the  apothecary  ;  that  the 
tailor  brought  home  some  clothes  for  him 
tbis  morning ;  that  he  never  drank  spirits, 
or  any  thing  but  beer  to  his  meals ;  that  he 
made  her  a  little  brandy  and  water  last 
night  for  a  spasm  she  had  in  her  stomach, 
bat  did  not  touch  it  himself,  although  she 
ttsked  him  to  do  so.  That  he  was  always 
at  home  and  devoted  the  whole  of  his 
time  to  her,  not  having  spent  one  evening 
Mt  since  she  last  lay  in,  bow  about  eight 
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months  ago ;  that  Mr.  Wallden,  the  but- 
ter-man,, and  Mr.  Greville,  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambi-idge's  valet, 
were  the  persons  she  saw  the  most  of,  and 
they  very  seldom  called  upon  him ;  that 
he  did  not  belong  to  any  club  or  meeting, 
and  never  went  out  of  doors  for  a  week 
together  when  any  thing  vras  the  matter 
either  with  her  or  her  children ;  that  he 
had  a  key  to  the  green  baize  doors  which 
communicate  with  his  Royal  Higliness's 
apartmenu,  which  he  always  ,kept  him- 
self, and  wore  it  in  his  waistcoat  pocket, 
and  she  heard  him  unlock  the  outer  door 
last  night  when  he  left  her,  the  same  key 
opening  that  door  as  well  as  the.  green 
baize  doors.  That  he  took  his  clean 
linen  down  stairs  with  him,  and  promised 
to  bring  back  his  dirty  linen  this  morn- 
ing,  and  desiced  her  to  roast  the  veal  tow 
morrow  (meaning  to-day),  and  that  he 
would  remind  her  of  it  when  be  came  in 
the  morning.  That  during  his  last  illness 
he  has  frequently  complained  of  a  giddit 
ness  in  his  head,  and  when  she  has  pro- 
posed to  him  upon  these  occasions  to  walk 
out  in  th^  air,  he  has  always  said  that 
lying  down  would  relieve  him ;  she  has 
a.^ked  frequehtly  to  consult  an  apothecary 
about  his  health,  and  his  answer  always 
was,  that  nourishing  things  were  better 
than  medicines.  Mary  Ann  Sellis* 

Sworn  before  me.  May  31,  ]81(V 
J.  Read. 

The  further  Information  of  the  said  Maet 
Ann  Sellis. 

Who  being  upon  her  oath,  saith,  that 
her  husband  never  was  accustomed  to 
take  any  lantern  or  candle  with  him  when 
he  went  from  home  into  the  Duke's  apart- 
ments; that  there  is  a  lamp  always. burn- 
ing on  the  stair-case  leading  to  the  gal- 
lery door ;  that  there  is  no  lamp  at  pre- 
sent between  the  first  door  and  the  green 
doors  ;  she  has  heard  that  there  used  to 
be  one,  but  the  lamplighter  had  taken  it 
away,  and  that  between  the  green  door 
and  the  Duke's  bed  room  lights  are  always- 
burning  until  the  Duke  goes  to  bed ;  in* 
formant  saith  that  about  two  years  ago 
she  heard  that  her  husband  had  some  dis- 
agreement with  his  Royal  Highness,  owing 
to  a  quarrel  that  had  taken  place  between' 
her  husband  and  Neale,  and  he  then  told 
her  that  he  had  wrote  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness expressing  a  wish  to  leave  his  ser* 
vice,  but  that  he  got  no  answer  to  it*  H«  • 
said  that  Major  Thornton  and  Capt.  Ste- 
venson bad  told  him  to   make    himself 
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happy  and  not  to  mind  any  thing  about 
Nealt's  quarrel.  Informant  farther  saith, 
that  she  neyer  had  the  least  re^on  to 
beheve  that  her  hnsband  was  deranged. 
Informant  fiirther  saithi  that  she  remon* 
ttrated  with  him  upon  his  wish^  to  go 
away,  and  stated  to  him  the  advantages 
which  they  received  from  apartments 
mod  coak  and  candles  ;  and  she  says  she 
expressed  her  wish'  to  him  that  he  would 
make  himself  happy  and  stay;  and  not  to 
lAalte  her  unhappy  .by  talking  to  her  of 
it  again,  and  she  says  he  has  never  men- 
tioned it  to  her  since,  now  about  two 
years,  ago.  Mary  Ann  Ssllis. 

Sworn  before  me,  June  1 ,  1810, 
J.  Read. 

The  Information  of  Ann  Hill,  Servant  to 
>  Mrs.  Sellis. 

Who  being  upon  her  oath,  saith,  that 
•he  remembers  seeing  her  master  as  he 
jwent  from  home  on  Wednesday  night 
last ;  that  she  let  him  out  and  locked  th« 
door  after  him,  and  she  says  that  he  bad 
#n  pantaloons  and  walking  shoes. 

The  Market  of  Ann  Hill. 

Tbii  Witness  was  not  sworn. 

flIiddle$ex,^^Tht  Information  of  Sai^ubl 
Thoma^  Auams,  Esq.  of  Great  Russel 
street,  Blooinsbury. 

Who  being  upon  his  oath,  saith,  that 
he  was  called  in  this  morning  upon  the 
death  of  a  servant  of  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Coroberland,  whose  name  is 
Joseph  Sellis ;  and  upon  examination  of 
the  port-folio  of  the  said  Joseph  Sellis,  in 
his  Ded-room,  where  he  now  lies,  he 
fcmnd  the  two  letters  now  produced, 
marked  A.  and  B.  both  signed  Joseph 
Sellis,  and  appearing  all  in  the  same 
hand-writing ;  one  of  them  addressed  to 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cum* 
'  berland  ;  the  other  addressed  to  Captain 
l$teveftson.  The  one  is  dat^ed  4th  May, 
1808,  and  the  ot)|er  is  dated  July  9,  1809. 
Sam.  Tjvos.  Adams. 

Sworn  before  me.  May  3\,  1810,] 
J.  Read. 

Copy  of  a  IiETtEit  marked  A, 

St.  James's,  July  9,  1S09. 

Sir ;  I  am  ejctremely  anxious  to  know 

hit  Royal  Highnesses  decision  concerning 

t^  evidence  produced  before  you  against 

Mr.  Neale,  and  I  beg  yon.  Sir,  to  have 

'  At  goodness  to  relief  e  me  ft'om  this  most 

.   disagreeable  suspense ;    if  I  may.   Sir, 

j«dg9  from  tppeartttce,  either  his  Royal 


Highness  is  not  acquainted  with  what 
has  been  proved^  or  his  Royal  Highness 
has  entirely  forgiven  him;  should  the 
former  be  the  case.  Sir,  I  hope  yon  will 
have  the  goodness  to  acquaint  bns  Royal 
Highness  to  the  full  egctent  of  the  rogner/ 
of  this  man ;  and  here  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  say,  that  the  witnesses  yon  have 
examined  are  all  of  them  ready  to  take 
their  oaths  in  a  Court  or  Justice,  md 
there  to  assert  what  they  ksf^  already 
said  before  you ;  but.  Sir,  ahonld  hit 
Royal  Highness  have  forgiven  him,  and 
then  I  most  be  under  the  most  disi^ree* 
able  necessity  to  beg  his  Royal  Highncfs 
to  have  the  goodness  to  dispose  of  uie  as 
his  Royal  Highness  may  think  proper,  so 
that  I  may  not  have  the  mortincatieii  to 
live  and  act  in  the  same  room  with  a  ra«i 
I  have  conrvicted  as  a  rogee,  and  with 
whom  no  human  being  is  able  to  live  opon 
firiendly  terms.  Had  it  been  hfs  Royal 
Higlmess^s  pleasure  to  have  had  &is 
business  in  a  Court  of  Justice,  the  man 
would  have  been  transported  at  least  fotr 
seven  years,  and  what  I  am  going  to  cooi« 
mnnicate  to  you  now,  is,  I  believe,  tmtt^ 
portation  for  life.  I  have  been  told.  Sir, 
that  Mr.  Neale  cheats  his'Roya!  Hrghaess 
m  every  thing  he  buys ;  in  two  (Kfieiem 
articles  I  have  already  ascertained  this  ie 
be  the  fiHTt,  on  the  tooth-picks  he  gsaitn  10 
per  100,  by  charging  Is.  6(L  for  that  for 
which  he  only  pays  one  shilling,  and*  tm 
the  soap  he  charges  two  shillinga  f<c» 
that  which  he  only  pays  eighteen-pence ; 
and  should  his  Royal  Highness  wish  me  to 
proceed  with  these  discoveries,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  dishonesty  of  this  man  hm 
no  bounds.  The  evidence  yon  hiive 
taken.  Sir,  and  what  I  have  comsMinicated 
to  Major  Thornton,  with  which  also  yoa 
must  be  acquainted,  you  must,  Sir>  be  sa« 
tisfied  that  this  man  is  as  great  a  vilhia 
as  ever  existed;  no  oath  or  prot^aiae  is 
binding  with  him,  he  relates  alike  that  whic& 
he  must  have  sworn  to  keep  sacred  ia 
his  bosom,  as  he  will  a  most  trilling 
thin^,  and  slanders,  and  threatens  wttk 
public  exposure  and  large  damages,  hii 
t  benefactor  and  on|y  maker  of  his  fortune, 
just  as  he  would  one  of  bis  own  stamp. 
Sir,  to  serve  his  R6yal  Highness  I  ha^e 
always  thought  it  as  my  greatest  honour, 
and  to  serve  him  in  any  situation  that  hb 
Roysil  Highness  may  be  pleased  to  place 
me,  shall  always  be  the  greatest  pxrdt  of 
my  life,  but  no  longer  can  I  live  with 
this  monster.  I  have^  Sir,  served  his 
Roya)  Highness  for  nearly  twelve  jtus. 
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and  wpnld  rather  ^rego  all  my  wishes 
and  pretensions,  and  beseech  his  Royal 
Highness  to  allow  me  permission  to  look 
out  ibr  another  place.  To  yonr  goodness 
I  trust.  Sir,  that  yoi^  will  lay  my  case  be- 
fore his  Royal  Highness  and  acquaint  me 
with  his  Royal  Highnesses  pleasure.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  bumble  servant. 

B.  C.  Stephenson.  Esq.        J.  Sellis. 
Exhibited  to  me.  May  31,  1810.    J.  R. 

Copy  of  a  Lbttbr  marked  B. 

ilf<w4',I808. 

May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness  ;  I 
tjlke  the  liberty  to  beg  your  Royal  High- 
ness wx>«ld  hare  the  gOModness  to  take  in 
your  consideration  the  uncomfortable  and 
moat  unpleasant  way  in  which  I  travel. 
To  be  upon  the  carriage  box  has  always 
been  to  nie  the  most  disagreeable  of  all 
fneraaces :  I  have,  however,  persevered 
to  ride  upon  it  without  complainiBg,  to 
please  and  gratify  your  Royal  Highness, 
and  in  the  nopes  that  when  your  Royal 
Hisbiiess's  Brothers  should  discontinue  to 
make  their  servants  travel  in  the  same 
ft^ay,  that  your  Royal  Highness  would  be 
pleased  to  follow  their  example.  For 
this  reason,  I  now  take  the  liberty  to 
mention  to  your  Royal  Highness,  that  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  takes 
his  servants  wkh  him  in  the  carriage,  or 
sends  them  in  a  post  ^chaise.  The  Duke 
of  Sussex  has  followed  the  Prince's  exam- 
ple, and  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  whenever  his  Royal  Highness 
eannot  tcJce  his  servant  in  the  carriage, 
sends  him  by  the  stage,  or  in  a  post-chaise 
(Hvery  servants  excepted.)  I  most  hum- 
bly intreat  your  Royal  Highness  to  dis- 
continue a  thing  which  has  preyed  in  my 
naind,  and  has  hurt  me  more  than  ten  years 
hard  labour  could. have  done.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be.  Your  Royal  Highnesses  most 
faithful,  and  most  devoted  humble  Ser- 
▼auit,  Joseph  Sbllis. 

Exhibited  to  me  May  3L,  1810« 
J.  Read. 

^^Mtteitt^^Tbe  further  Informalion  of 
SAxvitL  Thomas  Adams,  Bsq.  Coroner. 

Who  being  upon  his  oath  saith,  that  he 
Pttote  to  the  apartments  of  his  Royal 
Rigb\^ess  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  tibout 
^n  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  and  after 
▼icwing  the  body  of  Joseph  Sellis,  and 
•fter  finding  the  fetters  mentioned  in,  his 
former  deposition,  he  looked  round  the 
room,  and  obierved  a  pair  of  shoes  at  the 


foot  of  the  bed,  and  a  pair  of  half  garters 
in  the  chair  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the. 
chest  of  drawers.  That  upon  observing 
the  door  of  the  room  next  the  head  of  the 
bed  to  have  no  key  in  it,  he  made  a  search 
for  it,  and  in  the  closet,  the  dpor  qf  which 
was  locked,  and  which  he  unlocked,  he 
found  the  key  which  fitted  the  lock :  the 
door  was  not  locked,  but  fastened  by  n 
small  bolt  under  the  lock.  And  infor- 
mant further  says  that  this  morning  he  di- 
rected a  man  to  search  the  pockets  of  the 
deceased,  and  in  his  presence  he  took  out 
of  his  right  hand  breeches  pocket  a  key 
that  unlocked  the  green  baize  door  placed 
across  the  Gallery. 

Samuel  Thomas  Adams. 
Sworn  before  me,  June  1,  1810, 
J.  Read. 

Middlesex. — ^The  further  Information  of 
Matthew  Hemry  Graslin,  Yager  to 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cum* 

BBRLAND. 

Who  being  upon  his  oath,  8aith>  that 
after  he  got  to  the  door  of  SeHis*s  room, 
with  Mrs.  Neale  and  Benjamin  Smith,  the 
Porter,  and  found  that  Seltis^s  throat  was 
cut,  they  thought  the  murderers  were  still 
in  the  house,  and  went  to  get  further  as- 
sistance; they  first  called  up  Ball,  then 
White,  and  afterward  Strickland  and 
Richardson,  who  sleep  together  in  one 
room.  Informant  says  he  told  them  all 
tha(  Sellis  had  been  murdered,  and  the 
Duke  nearly  so  ;  some  soldiers  were  then 
waiting  in  the  hall,  and  Ball  joined  tho 
soldiers  and  came  up  stairs  with  them.— 
Informant  says  that  he ,  and  Mrs.  Neale, 
and  Smith,  the  Porter,  staid  below  in  the 
Porter's  room — he  thinks  that  not  more 
than  ten  minutes  had  passed,  when  Ball 
and  the  soldiers  went  up  stairs,  firom  the 
time  he,  Mrs.  Neale,  and  Smith,  had  left 
Sellis's  room  to  go  ^for  assistance,  and 
during  that  interval,  he  does  not  believe 
that  any  person  went  to  the  room. 

M.  HBifHT  Graslin* 

Sworn  before  me,  June  1,  1810, 
J.  Read. 

Middksex. — ^The  ,  Information  of  James 
Paulbt,  Valet  to  his  Royal  Highaew 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland* 

Who  being  upon  his  oath,  saith,  that  he 
was  called  up  by  Mrs.  Neale,  about  three 
c^clock  yesterdfay  morning ;  he  first  saw 
the  Duke  in  his  own  room,  Mrs.  Neale 
was  holding  of  hhn  ;  that  he  (informant) 
assisted  in  holding  hhn:  Aere  w^ce  tfae*^ 
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three  lights  in  the  room  ;  the  Duke  said 
that  he  was  murdered,  and  that  the  mur- 
derer must  be  in  the. room,  the  doors  of 
the  room  were  open.  Mr.  Neale  wanted 
to  go  away  to  look  after  the  murderer,  but 
the  Duke  told  h'm  not,  and  desired  us 
to  call  .Sellis.  Mrs.  Neale  went  to  call 
Sellis,  and  somci  on '  came  and  said  Sell  is 
was  murdered.  Informant  sajs  he  did 
not  quit  the  room  till  Mr.  Home  the  Sur- 
geon (  am  ,  and  that  he,  Mr.  Home,  and 
Mr.  Neale,  examined  the  closet,  and  found 
the  scabbard  of  the  sword,  the  lantern,  a 
pair  of  shppers  with  Sellis's  name  in  tiiem, 
and  a  bottle  of  water.  Informant  says; 
that  he  staid  in  the  room  with  the  Duke 
tiU  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke's 
other  Brothers  came.  Informant  further 
saith,  that  be  has  lived  five  years  with 
Sellis,  but  never  had  much  conversation 
with  him ;  that  he  was  a  positive  obstinate 
manj  but  not  particularly  ill-tempered. 
Informant  says,  that  Neale  and  Sellis  were 
never  Iriends^  they  had  disputed  about  the 
Duke's  wardrobe.  Informant  .says«  he 
hath  heard  Stills  say  that  he  could  not 
live  with  tlie  Duke  if  Neale  was  kept,  and 
he  believes  Sells  had  a  great  dislike  to 
Neale  :  that  Sellis  for  the  last  four  or  five 
weeks  hath  complained  of  a  cold,  hut  in-, 
formant  says  he  did  not  observe  much  al> 
deration  or  ditFerence  in  him. 
Sworn  before  me,  June  1,  1810, 
J.  Read. 

Middlesex, '-^ThQ  Information  of  Frede- 
rick Grivbl,  Valct-de-Chambre  to 
his  Royat  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge. 

Who,  being  upon  his  oath,  saith,  that 
he  has  lived  with  his  Royal  Highness 
about  \5  years,  and  has  known  Sellis 
about  nine  years  of  the  time ;  that  he  has 
frequently  met  him  at  Windsor,  Bnghton, 
Oatlands,  and  other  places;  but  seldom 
saw  him  in  London.  He  was  upon  very 
good  terms  with  him,  but  not  very"  inti- 
mate with  him ;  says  that  as  far  as  he 
knew  of  him,  he  was  a  very  quiet,  orderly, 
and  sober  man.  Informant  further  saith, 
that  about  twelve  months  ago  he  was  in 
company  with  Joseph  Sellis,  at  Windsor, 
when  he  appeared  dissatisfied  of  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  saying  that  he  wishod  to 
get  a  Messenger's  place,  and  that  if  the 
Duke  had  spoken  a  gr>od  word  for  him, 
he  was  sure  he  couM  have  got  one  for 
bim  ;  and  that  if  he,  Sellis,  could  get  aqo- 
ther  place  in  three  months,  he  would  leave 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 


land ;  Sind  that  if  he  was  a  single  man, 
and  had  not  a  wife  and  family,-he  would 
leave  him  directly  ;  and  further  said,  that 
he  was  upon  ill  terms  with  Neale,  the 
other  valet,  and  that  he  was  so  great  a 
scoundrel,  he  could  not  bear  to  live  with 
him.  Informant  said  to  him  it  was  very  hard 
for  a  person  when  he  lost  one  place  to  get 
another,  particularly  as  he  was  a  fo- 
reigner, and  he  advised  Sellis  to  consider 
of  It.  The  conversation  then  ended,  and 
informant  has  not  heard  him  talk  in  that 
way  since.  That  the  last  time  this  in* 
formant  saw  Sellis  was  on  the  19lhx»f  this 
month,  at  Windsor,  but  he  had  no  parti- 
cular conversation  with  him  at  that  time; 
he  complained  of  being  ill,  and  said  b» 
had  laid  in  bed  all  Sunday.  F.  Grivel. 
Sworn  before  me,  June  1st,  1810, 
J.  Read. 

MiddkKX, — ^The  Information  of  Maroa- 
RBT  Jones,  one  of  the  Housemaids  in 
the  service  of  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland. 

Who  being  upon  oath>  saith,  that  she  i 
has  lived  in  the  service  of  the  Duke  aboot 
1 1-  weeks ;  that  it  is  her  place  to  make  the 
Butler's  bed,  the  Housekeeper's  bed,  Mr.  j 
Sellis's  bed,  and  her  own  bed ;  there  is  a 
^pare  bed  where  the  Adjutant  of  his  Royal 
Highness's  Regiment  used  to  lay,  and 
when  he  has  slept  there  she  has  had  that 
to  make ;  that  she  has  made  Mr.  Sellis's 
bed  twice  this  week,  but  does  not  recollect 
to  have  made  it  before,  except  that  she 
might  have  made  it  once  when  she  first 
came.  Mr.  Sellis  hever  asked  her  to  do  it 
till  this  week,  he  always  asked  Sally  to 
make  it,  and  informant  believes  she  did 
make  it;  informant  further  saith,  that  she 
has  looked  at  the  lantern  which  was  found 
in  the  closet  of  the  room,  but  says  she 
never  saw  it  before,  and  never  saw  Mr. 
Sellis  with  any  lantern;  informant  says, 
that  she  was  in  the  housemaid's  room  on 
Wednesday  night  about  eight  <)'clock, 
Sarah  Varley  and  Sarah  Tetheihead  were 
there  when  Mr.  Sellis  came  iq,  and  de- 
sired informant  to  put  his  sheets  on  hit 
bed  as  he  should  sleep  there  that  night, 
saying  the  Duke. was  going  to  Windm^  is 
the  morning.  That  she  afterwards  made 
his  bed,  and  about  nine  o'clock  she  saw 
him  go  into  the  Duke's  room  to  dress  the 
Duke,  the  informant  then  being  in  the 
page's  room.  Informant  says,  that  about 
a  quarter  past  ten  o'clock,  she  was  in  Mr. 
Salisbury's  (the  Duke's  Steward)  sitting- 
room,  to  get  it  ready  for  the  morning,  lest 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


i^juioiok  LL/ar/ 


1025] 


JULY 7,  ISlO.^DukeqfCumbtriantU 


iiOSQ 


it  .sbouljJ  be  .wanted  before  sbe  was  op 
(Mr.  Seliis  having  said  that  the  Duke  was 
going  to  Windsor  in  the  morning)^  and  as 
she  was  emptying  the  v^ash-haod  bason, 
Mr.  Seliis  went  into  his  own  rooip,  and 
she  then  asked  him  if  the  Duke  was  going 
to  Windsor  early  in  the  morning;  Seliis 
answered  her,  that  the  Duke  baa  said  so 
in  the  morning,  but  had  not  said  any 
tbinff  aboiu  it  in  the  evening.  The  door 
of  Mr.  Salisbury's  sitting  room  opens  op- 
posite the  door  of  Mr.  Sellis's  bed-room, 
and  was  wide  open ;  Seilis  was  in  hivS  own 
room,  undressing  himself  to  go  to  bed,  he 
had  got  off  his  coat  and  waistcoat,  and  his 
shoes,  and  the  burtain^  of  the  bed  were  un- 
drawn, ready  for  him  to  get  into  bed. 
Says  tbat  she  saw  SelKs  undraw  the  cur- 
tains ;  both  the  doors  of  Mr.  Sellis's  room 
were  open  whilst  she  was  speaking  to  him. 
Seilis  then  wished  her  a  good  night  and 
shot  the  door  opposite  Mr.  Salisbury's 
room,  but  she  did  not  hear  whether  he 
bolted  it  or  not ;  informant  says,  that  after 
she  had  finished  what  she  had  to  do  in 


to  bed.  and  Mr.  Seilis  was  coming  from 
his  bed-room,  it  was  a  little  before  eleven^ 
he  was  going  down  stairs,  she  says,  they 
wished  each  other  a  good  night  as  they 
passed ;  the  lantern  which  he  had  in  his 
hand  was  a  round  dark  lantern,  and  she 
has  seen  him  once  before  with  the  same 
lantern,  but  do^s  not  recollect  when. — In* 
formant  says  that  she  was  in  a  room  ad- 
joining the  kitchen  on  Wednesday  night 
a  little  before  eleven ;  Mary  Saxby  wat 
with  her,  and  they  heard  a  noise  made  by 
some  person  in  the  passage  adjoining  tho 
room  where  they  were  sitting,  a^d  they 
thought  Margaret  was  not  gone  to  bed  ; 
but  upon  going  up  to  bed  afterwards  she 
foond  her  asleep,  and  she  has  not  discover- 
ed who  it  was  that  she  heard  walking 
about,  all  the  women  servant**  were  then 
in  bed  except  herself  and  Mary  Sai^by, 
and  she  believes  all  the  meb  a*so,  except 
those  who  were  out  with  the  Duke. 

Ann  Ruodvck. 
Sworn  before  me,  Ist  June,  1810. 

J.  Read. 


Mr.  Salisbury's  room  she  went  up  to  bed^l^  Information   of    Sa*a* 


informant  further  says,  that  about  half  past 
eleven  o'clock  she  was  awoke  out  of  her 
sleep  by  Ann,  the  kitchenmaid  who  sleeps 
in  the  same  room  with  informant,  and  was 
then  coming  to  bed,  and  asked  her  what 
she  had  been  walking  about  the  passage 
so  long  for ;  informant  told  her  that  it  was 
not  her ;  she  said  it  was  very  Hke  inform* 
ant's  step,  and  that  it  was  some  person 
shuffling  along  in  old  slippers,  and  gone 
up  the  stairs  leading  from  Jthe  kitchen  to 
the  Page's  room. 

The  mark  ^  of  Margaret  Jones. 
Sworn  before  me,  June,  1st  1 8 10, 
J.  Read. 

Middlaex. — ^Tbe  Information  of  AnnRud- 
nucK,  Kitchenmaid  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Cumberlanb. 

Who  being  upon  her  oath,  saith,  that 
she  has  lived  with  his.  Royal  Highness 
about  twelve  months,  that  she  has  seen 
Mr.  Seilis  carry  a  dark  lantern,  it  was 
about  three  weeks  ago,  as  near  as. she  can 
recoiled^.— Informant  was  going  up  stairs 


Wilson. 

Who,  upon  her  oath,  saith,  that  she  lives 
with  Mrs.  Combe,  wife  of  Mr.  Alderman 
Combe,  as  her  maid,  with  whom  she  has 
lived  ten  years;  that  about  the  year  1790 
(to  the  best  of  her  recollection  as  to  the 
time),  she  left  England  in  the  service'  of 
John  ^arker  Church,  then  of  Berkley- 
square,  Esq.  and. sailed  for  America;  a 
man  named  Joseph  Seilis,  an  Italian,  and 
whom  she  believes  from  what  she  has 
heard  to  be  the  same  person  that  has'  since 
been  in  the  service  of  his  R.  H.  the  Difke 
of  Cumberland,  went  with  them  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  Valet  to  Mr.  Church.  Thejr 
arrived  at  New  York,  and  Joseph  Seilis 
continued  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Church 
about  a  year  and  a  ha  ^,  when  Mr.  Church 
discharged  him,  8U8p<:cting  that  he  had 
robbed  his  desk.  Sne  says  that  Joseph 
Seliis  remained  three  weeks  in  the  service 
of  Mr.  Church  after  the  robbery^  befort 
Mr.  Church  accused  him,  Mr.  Church  hav- 
ing examined  all  the  servants  to  endea- 
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vour  to  find  out  the  person  who  had  com- 
mitted the  robbery,  and  Sellis  assisted  his 
master  in  so  doing,  withoat  any  suspicion 
alighting  upon  him  at  that  time,  and  dur- 
ing the  inquiry  no  person  was  accused, 
-^he  habits  of  Mr.  Church  were  to  have 
Joseph  Sellis  sit  up  for  him  whenever  he 
went  out ;  but  when  he  staid  at  home  he 
used  to  hare  his  night-gown  and  slippers 
after  supper,  and  send  Sellis  to  bed.  After 
all  attempts  to  find  out  the  robbers  had 
failed,  Mr.  Church  recollected,  that  on 
the  night  the  robbery  was  committed,  he 
had  sent  Joseph  Selhs  to  bed,  and  after 
that  he  had  fallen  asleep  in  the  parlour, 
alid  had  been  awoke  by  a  noise  which 
occasioned  him  to  rouse  himself,  and  .be 
then  got  up  and  went  to  bed  ;  and  the  re- 
collection of  this  circumstance  led  Mr. 
Church  to  suspect  that  Joseph  Sellis  had 
come  to  see  whether  he  waa  gone  to  bed 
or  not ;  and  it  was  the  next  day,  morning, 
when  Mr.  Church  heard  his  desk  had  been 
brolce  open  ami  robbed.  Mr.  Church 
upon  this  accused  Sellis  as  being  the  per- 
son who  had  robbed  him,  but  had  no 
proofs  against  him  except  finding  a 
hammer  in  his  possession,  the  claws  of 
which  fitted  the  marks  which  were  made 
in  the  desk.  Sellis  answered,  that  he  did 
not  mind  Mr.  Church's  accusation,  as  he 
knew  himself  to  be  innocent,  and  appear- 
ed Tery  calm,  and  seemed  to  care  nothing 
about  it.  Mr.  Church  not  being  satisfied 
with  his  denial  of  the  robbery  turned 
Sellis  away.  Informant  says»  there  Was 
an  examination  of  Sellis  before  a  Ma- 
gistrate at  New  York  ;  but  j  nothing 
came  of  it,  as  there  was  no  proof  against 
him,  and  Sellis  was  not  put  into  any 
confinement.  This  informant  further 
saith,  that  soon  after  this  she  heacd 
frorn  Mr.  Philip  Church  that  Joseph 
Sellis  had  left  New  York  and  was  gone  to 
Philadelphia,  and  this  informant  says  she 
has  lost  sight  of  Sellis  from  that  hour  to 
this,  and  she- has  never  since  seen  him. 
Informant  further,  saith,  that  she  hath 
often  heard  Sellis  say  whilst  in  Mr. 
Church's  femily  at  New  York,  when 
sitting  at  table  in  her  presence.  Damn  the 
English  King  and  all  the  Royal  Family, 
the  GoTernment,  and  all  Slings,  and  it  is  a 
pity  that  they  were  iiot  done  away  with  ^ 
and  that  he  said  it  in  a  most  malicious  voice 
and  looks.  Many  arguments  arose  upon 
this,  whichoccasioned  him  to  damn  the  Al- 
miglUyj  and  she  believes  him  to  have 
been  a  very  morose  malicious  man,  and 
Tery  iavet«rate  against  this  couatry.     In- 


formant saith,  that  whilst  Sellis  was  at 
New  York  she  heard  that  he  had  ban 
paying  his  addresses  to  some  English 
woman  residing  in  England,  and  that  he 
then  kept  up  correspondence  with  her, 
which  occasioned  this  informant  to  deal 
favourably  by  him,  thinking  that  by 
marrying  her  he  might  become  reformed. 
Informant  saith,  that  she  has  been  led  to 
understand  that  he  was  living  in  the  ser- 
vice of  one  of  the  Royal  Dukes,  but  did 
not  hear  which,  and  that  he  had  manried 
and  had  children,  but  she  has  never  seen 
him  since  he  left  Mr.  Church's  senicein 
America ;  says  it  may  have  been  sis  or 
seven  years  ago  since  she  first  beard  that 
Sellis  was  living  with  one  of  the  Royal 
Dukes,  and  she  has  frequently  inquired 
after  Sellis  from  the  Royal  servants  when 
the  Prince  and  the  Duke  of  York  han 
been  at  Mr.  Alderman  Combe's  beef-steak 
dinners,  but  never  could  hear  of  him  by 
that  time ;  the  reason  she  never  men- 
tioned the  character  of  Sellis  to  any  one 
part^icularly,  was  thinking  that  his  mar- 
riage with  an  Englishwoman,  and  tbe 
number  of  years  which  had  elapsed  since 
he  was  in  America,  had  altered  his  cha- 
racter and  habits  of  thinking,  and  she 
never  even  mentioned  it  to  I^irs.  Combe 
until  she  told  her  what  had  happened  in 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland'^  tamily.  In- 
formant says  that  she  is  not  acquainted 
with  any  of  the  domestics  of  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  nor  any  of  their  coBBec- 
tions.  Informant  saith,  that  she  never  r^ 
collects  having  seen  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Ferdinand  Burzio  either  in  America 
or  in  England.  Sarah  Wilson. 

Sworir  before  me,  June  3^  1810,     * 
J.  Read. 

Middlesex. ^The  Information  of  Maitba 
Perkins,  wife  of  John  Perkins,  both 
Servants  to  John  BARNAay,  Esq*  ^* 
Great  Queen-street,  Lmcolp's  In- 
fields. 

Who  upon  her  oath,  saith,  that  she  went 
from  England  to  live  in  the  family  of 
John  Barker  Church,  in  America,  *nd 
fouwl  Sarah  Wilson  and  Joseph  Selw 
there,  and  she  recollects  the  circumstaflcj 
of  Mr. .  Church  having  •&•««  robbed,  ^ 
that  Sellis  was  recused  of  it  and  turned 
away  in  the  manner  Sarah  Wilson  n^ 
described  it,  and  informant  further  iW^ 
that  she  hath  been  ppesent  and  y^ry  fr^ 
quently  heard  Joseph  Sf  llis«apD«»n"** 
King  and  all  the  Boyal  Kamily  of  I^jT 
land>and  she  oncfiibeard  turn  say  that  i» 
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was  the  man  who  had  thrown  the  sione  at 
the  King  in  going  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
Informant  says,  that  she  left  America  in 
the  year  179^,  and  never  saw  Sellis  until 
about  six  years  ago,  when  she, first  met 
him  in  Gerrard  street,  she  just  stopped  and 
q>oke  to  him,  siie  told  him  she  had  heard 
that  he  lived  with  one  of  the  Royal  Fs^- 
mily,  he  answered  that  he  did,  but 
he  did  not  say  with  which,  and  she  did 
not  ask  him  ;  and  she  says  she  never 
knew  which  of  the  Dukes  he  lived  with 
until  she  heard  it  from  Sarah  Wilson 
yesterday.  Informant  says  that  she  met 
Sellis  again  about  three  years  ago  in 
Oxford-road,  they  stopped  and  inquired 
after  each  others  health,  and  informant 
asked  him  if  he  lived  in  the  same  place, 
he  answered  he  did,  but  did  not  tell  her 
where  it  was  nor  with  whom  he  lived,  he 
was  dressed  in  plain  common  clothes 
both  times  when  she  saw  him  ;  i^ys  that 
she  heard  some  time  ago  that  Sellis  had 
martied  an  flnglish  woman,  but  does  not 
recollect  who  told  her,  or  how  or  when 
she  heard  it;  says  she  thought  him  a  very 
improper  man  to  live  in  the  Royal  Family, 
but  that  she  forbore  to  mention  what  she 
knew  of  his  character  and  conduct,  because 
he  had  married  an  English  woman,  and 
the  did  not  like  to  do  him  an  injury,  and 
«he  hoped  that  from  the  circumstance  of 
his  having  connected  himself  with  an 
£oglish  woman  that  his  manners  and  cha* 
racter  were  altered,  and  docs  not  think 
that  she  should  have  mentioned  it  now 
if  Sarah  Wilson  had  not  called  upon  her 
to  do  it.  Informant  saith  that  knowing 
the'  former  character  of  Joseph  Sellis 
she  was  not  so  much  surprised  as  she 
nvould  otherwise  have  been,  had  she  not 
known  it,  when  she  was  told  what  had 
happened  on  Thursday  last  in  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland's  family. 

Martha  Perkins. 
Sworn^efore  me,  June  3, 1810. 
J.  Read. 

Jlff(W/c5ejr.— -The  Information  of  Robert 
LuTMAN,  of  Norton  street,  Fitzroy- 
square.  Cheesemonger.  ^' 

Who  being  upon  his  oa^h  saith,  that  he 
knew  Joseph  Sellis,  who  lived  with  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
andf  has  known  him  for  about  fifteen  years. 
Informant  says  he  then  was  living  with 
IVlr.  Church,  in  the  character  of  groom. 
Mr.  Church  then  lived  in  Sackville-street. 
Sellis  was  then  out  of  place,  and  there 
being  a  French  cook  and  a  French  bntier 


i^  Mr.  Church's  family,  Sellis  came  to 
visit  them,  and  informant  in  that  manner 
became  acquainted  with  him.  Mr.  Church 
moved'  to  Berkeley -square,  and  after- 
wards went  out  to  America.  Whilst  Mr. 
Church  lived  in  Berkeley-squsu'e,  Sellis 
came  to  live  with  him  as  his  valet,  and  it^ 
the  month  of  March,  1797,  went  with  the 
family  to  America,  and  continued  ic^ 
Mr,  Church's  service  at  New  York  until 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1798.  Informant 
s^ys  that  a  person,  named  Ann  "^ilsoOj, 
was  at  that  time  living  with  Mr.  Churchy 
and  Martha  Williams  who  has  since  mar- 
ried a  man  named  John  Perkins.  In- 
formant says  that  he  does  not  think  there 
could  have  been  a  man  more  disaffected  to 
the  Government  of  this  country  than  Sellis 
was,  and  also  to  the  Royal  Family.  He 
has  heard  Sellis  frequently  say,  Damn  the 
King  and  the  Royal  Family,  and  once 
heard  him  say  that  he  was  the  man  who 
had  thrown  the  stones  at  his  Majesty  as  he 
was  going  to  the  House  of  Commons.  In- 
formant says  he  has  never  seen  Sellis 
since  he  left  Mr.  Church's  service  in 
America.  Says  that  about  five  years  ago 
Joseph  Orpwood,  fiTfellow  servant  of  his, 
whom  he  lived  with  at  Mr.  Church's, 
called  upon  him,  and  told  informant  that 
he  had  seen  Sellis,  and  that  he  lived  with 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  Informant 
says,  that  he  expressed  great  surprise  to 
Joseph  Orpwood  that  such  a  rascal  as 
Sellis  coufd  get  to  live  with  the  Duke  of 
Cnmberlandj(  and  wondered  who  could 
have  eiven  him  a  character,  this  informant 
believmg  him  to  be  a  very  ,unfit  man^ 
from  his  disafllscted  character,  to  live  with 
any  of  the  Royal  Family.  Informant 
says,  that  Sellis  was  suspected  of  having 
robbed  Mr.  Church's  desk,  and  on  that 
account  Mr.  Church  turned  him  away^ 
and  this  informant  says,  he  has  never  seei^. 
him  since,  but  he  believes  him  to  be  the  ' 
same  Joseph  Sellis  who  has  lived  with  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 
Robert  Lutman. 
Sworn  before  me,  June  5,  1 810. 
J.  Read. 

Middlesex. — ^The  further  Information  of 
Sarah  Varlby,  Housemaid. 

Who  being  upon  her  oath,  saith,  that 
about  eight  or  nine  months  ago,  when  Mr. 
Imms  was  living  with  the  Duke  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  steward,  she  missed  a  poker  that 
was  oelonging  to  the  page's  sitting  room 
for  several  days,  and  during  the  time  it 
was  missing,  Mr.  Neale  asked  her  afler  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1031] 


POLITICAL  REGlSrTEli.^Dukeqf  Cumberland. 


[U)32 


three  or  four  times,  and  she  could  give  no 
account  of  it.  -  When  about  three  or  four 
days  after  it  had  been  missed,  as  she  was 
making  tbe  bed  of  the  page  in  waiting, 
and  pulling  out  the  bedstead,  a  poker  fell 
irom  behind  the  bed,  and  thinks  it  fell 
npon  her  foot;  it  either  fell  upon  her 
foot  or  on  the  floor,  she  cannot  recollect 
which.  She  says  that  she  picked  it  up, 
and  placed  it  in  the  page's  sitting-room, 
where  it  belonged.  She  does  not  recol- 
lect whether  she  told  Mr.  Neale  that  she 
found  the  poker  again,  or  whether,  he 
asked'  her  about  it,  but  she  it  very  sure 
that  there  was  some  conversation  between 
her  and  Mr.  Neale  about  tbe  poker,  after 
it  was  found,  but  the  particulars  of  it  she 
does  not  now  recollect.  Nothing  since 
has  passed  about  the  poker  till  yesterday, 
when  she  was^in  the  page's  sitting-room. 
Mr.  Salisbury  (ibe  Duke's  Steward,)  Mr. 
Neale,  Mrs.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Puulet  were 
present;  something  was  said  upon  the 
bad  conduct  of  Sellis,  when  she  recollected 
the  circumstance  of  the  poker,  and  thought 
it  right  to  mention  it,  and  she  related  it 
in  the  same  way  sh^has  done  now,  and 
said  nothing  more  about  it.  Informant 
further  saith,  that  at  the  time  she  lost  the 
poker,  Mr  ^(^Uh  was  in  waiting.  In* 
formant  further  saith  that  a  few  days  be- 
fore, or  a  little  time  aftrr  she  missed  the 
poker,  she  discovered  (as  she  was  making 
the  bed)  a  little  pistol  wrapped  up  in  a 
small  ffreen  bag,^  hanging  at  the  head  of 
the  beo,  which  rather  alarmed  her  lest  it 
might  have  been  loaded.  She  did  not 
mention  this  to  any  one)  not  even  to  the 
maids  down  stairs,  and  it  continued  bang- 
ing there  at  intervals  until  within  this 
fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and  since  that 
time  she  has  not  seen  it,  and  does  not 
know  who  took  it  away,  nor  did  she  ever 
mention  the  circumstance  till  last  night, 
when  Mrs.  Neale  said  it  belonged  to  Mr. 
Sellis,  but  before  this  time  she  thought 
the  pistol  belonged  to  Mr.  Neale. 

Sarah  Vabley, 
Sworn  before  me,  the  1st  June  1810. 
J.  Brad. 

Middksex.^-^The  Information  of  Jambs 
Paulet,  one  of  the  Pages  to  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumbbrland. 

Who  being  upon  his  oath,  saith,  that 
he  was  last  night  in  the  Page's  waiting- 
room,  Mrs.  male  and  two  maids  were 
there,  but  does  not  recollect  that  any 
man  was  there  besides  himself.  Saran 
Varley  was  one  of  die  maids,  and  who 


mentioned  the  circumstance  of  a  poker 
having  been  mislaid  some  months  ago, 
which  she  said  she  had  discovered  a  short 
time  afterwards  behind  the  bed  of  the 
Page  in  waiting,  and  she  also  said,  that  (a 
short  lime  either  before  of  after  it)  she 
had  discovered  a  pistol  hanging  at  the 
bed's  head  in  a  small  bag;  Informant 
says,  that  upon  hearing  this,  be  recom- 
mended it  to  her  to  mention  every  thing 
she  had  seen,  as  it  was  right  every  thing 
she  had  «een  should  be  now  properly 
mentioned,  and  soon  afterwards  he  bid 
them  all  a  good  night,  and  went  home 
without  hearing  any  observations,  being 
made  to  it ;  and  does  not  remember 
whether  Mrs.  Neale  said  any  thing  or  not 
in  answer  to  what  Sarah  Varley  had  said 
about  the  pistol.  Informant  further  saith 
that  about  three  weeks  ago,  being  in  the 
Page's  waiting- roooft  with  Mr.  ind  Mrs. 
Neale,  a  conversation  took  place  upon 
something  that  had  passed  between  in- 
formant and  Sellis  in  the  morning  ;  it  re- 
lated to  a  push  that  Sellis  had  given  him, 
and  informant  says,  that  hk  said  he  did 
not  like  things  done  between  joke  and 
earnest,  and  Neale  said,  You  don't  know 
Sellis ;  you  have  not  been  here  long 
enoueh.  It  then  occurred  to  this  inforoi* 
ant,  that  be  had  once  seen  a  pistol  behind 
the  head  of  the  waiting  Page's  bed,  and 
he  then  told  Mr.  Neale,  that  he  bad  otten 
thought  to  mention  it  to  him,  but  h^d  af* 
ways  forgot  it,  and  added  that  he  wu 
sorry  he  had  not  taken  possession  of  the 
pistol,  and  that  if  he  thought  that  any 
such  thing  were  there  then,  he  would  not 
sleep  in  the  room.  Neale  then  answered, 
in  the  presence  of  his  wife,  that  he  (Neale) 
would  not  sleep  without  it,  and  there  it 
one  there  now.  Informant  then  said,  for 
God's  sake  fetch  it  out ;  which  Neale  im- 
mediately did  in  the  presence  of  his  wifi*, 
and  said.  There  it  is,  and  1  keep  that  for 
my  safety :  it  was  in  a  bag — lie,  Neale, 
then  locked  it  up  in  a  glass-case  which 
stands  in  the  Page's  room,  and  of  which 
Neale  keeps  the  key,  and  this  informant 
believes  from  what  the  girl  mentioned  last 
night,  that  it  must  have  been  the  same 
pistol  which  sHe  had  seen ;  Neale  went  on 
saying,  that  as  you  (meaning  the  infornn 
ant)  don't  like  it,  vou  had  better  not  men- 
tion any  thing  about  it ;  informant  said 
afterwards,  that  be  detested  having  any 
fire-arms  in  his  room,  and  if  any  thing  of 
that  sort  happened  again  he  would  tell 
the  Duke  of  it.  Jambs  Paulst. 

Sworn  before  me^  Jane  1st,  1810!,^ 
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Middle^ei.^^The  information  of  Corn. 
Neale,  one  of  the  Valets  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

Who  being  upon  his  oath,  saith,  that 
about  nine  or  ten  months  ago  his  cha- 
racter had  been  attacked  by  Sellis  (one  of 
the  other  Pages)  before  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, by  calling  him  a  thief;  an^  he 
also  made  other  charges  against  him, 
which  wt>re  afterwards  investigated  by 
Capiarn  Stevenson,  Major  Thornton,  anci 
Mr.  Wat8on,,and  found  to  be  untrue,  but 
notwithstanding  which,  he  (informant) 
discovered  an  evil  disposition  from  Sellis 
towards  him;  that  he-  thought  it  right  to 
hang  a^istol  at  the  head  of  his  bed  in  the 
waiting  Page's  bed- room ;  it  i^  a  small 
double-barrelled  pistol,  and  was  kept  load- 
ed, and  hung  in  a  red  bag  on  the  bed-post. 
Informant  says  the  pistol  is  his,  and  he 
believes  it  to  be  the  same  pistol  as  had 
been  described  by  Sarah  Varley  in  her 
examination,  and  that  he  placed  the  pistol 
there  to  protect  himself,  and  says  that  it 
had  c<»n.^tantly  hung  there  until  within 
these  three  weeks,  as  well  when  the  other 
pages  slept  there  as  when  he  slept  there 
himself,  it  being  the  bed-room  of  the  wait- 
in^f-page  on  duty.  Informant  further 
saitb,  that  about  three  weeks  ago,  hearmg 
from  Mr.  Paulet,  one  of  the  other  pages, 
that  he  disliked  to  have  the  pistol  there, 
he  took  it  away  and  locked  it  up  in  a  cup- 
board in  the  Page's  waiting-room,  where 
it  has  been  ever  since. 

CorMelius  Neale. 

Sworn  before  me,  June  1,  1810, 
J.  Read. 


PRIVILEGE  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

IFrom  the  Letters  qf  Fublicola.] 

TO  the  right   HON.  LORD  ERSKINE. 

«  NooKht  could  hit  firmness  shake,  nothing  se- 
His  zeal,  still  active  for  tiieconinon  weal :  [duce 
Nor  stormy  tyrants,  nor  comiptioD*s  tools, 
Foul  Ministers,  dark-working  by  the  force 
Of  secretrsapfHog  gold.    All  their  vile  arU, 
Their  shameful  hunoars,  their  perfidious  gifb, 
He  greatly  scorned.''  Thomson. 

My  Lord ;  After  the  very  able  and  ani« 
Bialed  speech,  which  your  Lordship  deliver- 
ed in  the  House  of  Peers,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Privilege  of  the  House  of  Commons,  I 
did  not  expect  it  would  be  asserted  by  any 
one,  pretending  to  be  conversant  m  the 
Laws  and  Constitution  of  his  country,  that 
the  Commons  have  power  to  dispense  with 


the  written  law  of  the  land.  This,  how- 
ever, has  been  done,  and  by  a  gentleman, 
whose  name  and*  reputation  are  bv  no 
means  inconsiderable  in  the  political 
world.  The  Right  Hon.  George  Pon- 
sonby  has  told  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  they  can  imprison  the  subject  at  their 
own  discretion,  notwithstanding  the  Great 
Charter  of  King  John ;  and  he  says,  that 
no  Judge  whatever,  under  any  circum- 
stances, has  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
proceedings  of  that  House.  Frpm  the 
marked  attention  with  which  that  sentle* 
man's  s|fcech  was  received,  and  the  fre- 
quent cheers  which  were  given  firom  both 
sides  of  the  House,  one  would  think  that 
the  Commons  had  made  him  their  prin- 
ciplSil  champion,  and  that  they  were  will* 
ing  to  rest  their  cause,  at  least  in  the 
House,  on  his  authority.  They  seem  to 
have  been  of  opinion,  that  if  the  power  for 
which  they  contend  could  be  defended  at 
all,  Mr.  Ponsonby  was  the  man  to  defend 
it.  I  agree  with*  the  Honourable  House* 
that  if  their  privilege  to  imprison  a  subject 
against  the  written  law  of  the  land  could 
have  been  supported,  the  Right  Hon. 
Ckntleman  would  have  supported  it  for 
them— 

<<  Si  Pergama  dextra 
DefiBodi  possent ;  etiaiii  hac  defensa  ftiiisant.'' 
But  the  defence  which  the  Right  Hon* 
Gentleman  has  made  is  not  supportable ; 
and  that  it  is  not,  1  think  I  am  prepared  to 
shew,  in  a  few  remarks  which  1  beg  to 
submit  to  your  Lordship's  consideration, 
and  which,  without  farthet  preface,  I 
trust  will  meet  with  a  courteous  reception. 
In  the  first  place,  then,  I  shall  observe* 
that  the  Parliament  of  this  country  con- 
sists of  three  estates ;  the  King,  the  Lords . 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  Com- 
mons ^.    These  three  estates,  united  to- 

^  I  am  aware  it  is  contended  by  some* 
'^  that  the  Court  of  Parliament  consists  of 
the  King's  Majesty,  as  sitting  there  in  his 
Royal  capacity, 'and  of  the  three  es- 
tates of  the  realm,''  which,  say  they, 
are  "the  Nobility,  Clergy,  and  Com- 
monalty :''  and  (they  add)  "  the  Kintr 
comes  m  upon  a  higher  denomination  and 
title;  namely,  the  bead  of  these  three  es- 
tates ;  and  therefore,  say  they,  those  who 
have  gone  about  to  make  the  King  one  of 
the  three  estates  are  mistaken."  But  this 
doctrine  is  not,  I  conceive,  maintainable  at 
this  day ;  for  "  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem* 
poral  ani  ^ow  in  reality  only  one  estate/' 
(See  Dyer  OO.)  And  (as  Mr*  Christian  ob- 
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gether^  and  conndefed  as  one  aggregate 
body,  are  omntpotent  ^  that  is,  they  can 
make  law ;  and  that  which  is  law,  they 
can  make  no  law ;  but  taken  separately, 
ftnd  independently  one  of  another,  they 
can  neither  make  nor.unmake  laws;  for 
the  consent  of  all  three  is  required  to 
every  act  tc^  bind  the  subject.  This  is  the 
true  constitution  of  England ;  and  there- 
fore no  written  law  which  is  now  in  ex- 
istence, can  be  repealed  otherwise  than 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  King,  the 
Lords,  and  the  Commons.  But,  says  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  we  (the  House  of 
Commons)  have  a  privilege  to  imprison 
and  punish  at  our  own  discretion ;  we  do 
not^are  for  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which 
declares,  that  *'  no  roan  shall  be  impri- 
soned or  put  to  death  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  Jury ;"  we  can  break  down 
that  barrier;  nay,  we  will  break  it  down, 
and  when  we  have  done  so,  there  is  no 
power  upon  earth  that  can  call  us  to 
account :  we  are  '*  the  sole  judges  of 
oar  own  privileges — the  sole  judges  of 
what  those  privileges  are — the  sole  judges 
of  the  extent  (only  observe,  my  Lord,  the 
extent!)  to  which  those  privileges  are  to 
be  carried  ;  <and  the  sole  ^judges  of  the 
manner    in    which   such    privileges    are 

serves)  "  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to 
doubt,  but  that  any  Act  at  this  day  would 
be  valid,  though  all  the  temporal  Lords  or 
all  the  spiritual  Lords  were  -  absent." 
Blackstone,  vol.  i.  p.  155.)  My  Lord  Holt 
Tery  justly  observes,  that  '*  neither  House 
of  Parliament,  nor  both  Houses  jointly, 
can  dispose  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  or 
property  of  the  subject ;  for-  to  this  ptir- 
pose  the  King  must  join  ;  and  it  is  in  the 
necessity  of  their  several  concurrences  to 
such  acts,  that  the  great  security  of  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  consists.'^  (2  Raym. 
1112.)  In  January,  1648,  the  Commons 
passed  a  vote,  «  That  whatever  is  enacted 
or  declared  for  law  by  the  Commons  in 
Parliament  assembled,  hath  the  force  of 
law ;  and  all  the  people  of  this  nation  are 
•  concluded  thereby,  although  the  consent 
and  concurrence  of  the  King  or  House  of 
Peers  be  not  had  thereto ;"— but,  when 
the  Constitution  was  restored  in  all  its 
forms,  it  was  particularly  enacted  by  sta- 
tute 13  Car.  II.  c.  1.  that  <'  if  any  person 
shall  maliciously  or  advisedly  affirm,  that 
iM>th  Or  either  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
have  any  legislative  authority  without  the 
King,  such  person  shall  incur  ^li»  the  pe- 
nalties of  a  prsmonire.'^ 


to  be  exercised.'*  And  are  we  really 
come  to  this?  Are  the  people  of  Eng- 
land blind?  Or  are  they  so  indifferent, 
that  they  can  disregard  the  declaration 
made  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman, 
that  the  House  ol  Commons  alone  (with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  King  and  I»rcls) 
ace  omnipotent;  that  there  is  nothing  but 
what  they  can  do,  if  it  be  called  by  the 
name  of  privilege ;  and  that  the  Judges 
of  the  land  are  estopped  from  decUring 
when  they  do  wrong?  Where  does  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  learn  this  law? 
Where  did  he  find  it  said,  that  the  Hwse 
of  Commons  alone  can  repeal  the  written 
law  of  the  land?  He  has  referred  to  my 
Lord  Coke  :  he  has  cited  Sir  Maitheif 
Hale :  he  has  favoured  us  with  extracU 
from  i^ir  William  Blackstone;  bat  does 
any  one  of  those  writers  say,  clearly  and 
distinctly,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
alone  can  do  away  the  written  law  of  the 
land ;  that  they  can  confine  and  punish 
the  subject  at  their  own  discretion;  in 
short,  that  they  can  do  any  thing  ilwy 
please,  and  that  no  court  of  justice  in  thu 
country  has  power  to  judge  of  their  acte, 
and  to  declare  when  they  exceed  their 
powers?  If  any  one,  or  everi  all,  of  those 
great  legal  writers  should  haie  declared 
these  things,  I  would  not  pay  the  least  re- 
gard to  them ;  for  I  know,  that  they  arc 
decidedly  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  our 
Constitution ;  and  I  can  never  forget  what 
my  Lord  Holt  (as  great  a  lawyer  as  eter 
lived)  declarjed  upon  the  bench,  via.  "ti^^t 
the  authority  of  Parliament  is  from  the 
law,  and  as  it  is  circumscribed  by  law,  so 
it  may  be  exceeded;  and  if  they  do  ex- 
ceed those  legal  bounds  and  authority, 
their  acts  are  wrongful,  and  cannot  be  jus* 
tified  any  more  than  the  acts  of  pn^^ 
men.''  (1  Salk.  505.)  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  must  have  been  aware  of  ibis 
declaration  of  tfee  learned  Judge;  but  as 
it  differs  from  his  sentiments,  he  wishes  to 
cast  my  Lord  HoU  in  the  Ijack  ground,  by 
calling  him  singular ;  but  that  be  wasnui 
quite  sb  singular  as  that  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman wishes  the  people  to  bcliefc,  I 
shall  shew,  when  I  come  to  speak  of  the 
authority  which  the  Judges  have  to  inter- 
fere in  matters  of  Privilege  of  Parliaoeot. 
The  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  »• 
serts,  that  **  Privilege  of  Parliament  iB*| 
much  lex  terra,  and  as  much  within  t» 
exception  of  Magna  Charta,  as  any  od« 
part  of  the  known  law  of  the  land  iw* 
comes  within  its  exceptions."  To  wn 
I  will  answer,  that  the  Right  Hon.  G«"' 
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tleman  is  completely  mistaken.  The 
Hoase  of  Commons  had  no  jurisdiction 
whatever  till  several  years  after  the  exist- 
ence of  Magna  Cbarta.  My  lord  Coke, 
indeed,  has  carried  the  antiquity  of  that 
House  much  higher ;  but  he  is  quite 
wrong,  for  the  first  writ  for  the  election 
of  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  was 
in  the  49th  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  tlie  Third— (vide  Dug.  Sum.  Pari. 
3.  Cot.  Abr.  Pref.  13.  b.)  In  the  35th 
year  of  Elizabeth,  ann.  1592;,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Coke  was  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  he  then  attempted 
to  mislead  it  in  a  manner  which  deserves 
to  be  made  known.  He  talked  very 
highly  of  the  antiquity  of  Parliaments, 
aod  of  the  mode  of  holding  Parlia- 
meots,  such  as  it  is  at  this  day ;  and  said  he 
had  .a  book,  which,  if  any  member  desired 
to  see,  he  would  shew  it  him ;  being  a 
Precedent  of  a  Parliam^it  holden  before 
the  Conquest ;  intitled  Modus  tenmdi  Par^ 
Uamentum;  bttt  no  sooner  had  be  extolled 
its  antiquity  and  authority  in  print,  ^ban 
that  most  judicious  industrious  antiquary, 
Mr.  John  *Selden,  decried  it  to  be  a  late 
iiDt>ostcdre  of  a  bold  fancy^  not  exceeding 
the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Third — 
(Titles  of  Honour,  p.  70S  to  721  ;)  and 
that  very  learned  divine.  Bishop  Usher,  in 
a  letter  to  Mr.  W.  Hakewill,  of  Lincoln's 
Inn  (who  affirmed  he  had  seen  an  ex- 
emplification thereof  in  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  the  Fourth,  said  to  be  sent  by 
King  Henry  the  Second  into  Ireland,) 
conceived  it  to  be  a  mistake;  and  that 
this  Modus  was  not  so  ancient,  many  preg- 
nant evidences  of  its  novelty  appearing 
throughout  its  whole  contexture.  To 
these  I  will  add  the  observations  of.  the 
learned  and  industrious  Mr.  Prynne, 
nainely,  that  the  word  Parliament  was 
not  in  use  in  the  Conqueror's  reign  ;  for, 
says  he,  "  that  word,  to  express  or  de- 
note a  Parliamentary  great  council  as  this 
Modus  useth  it,  was  never  used  in  any  of 
the  ancient  great  councils,  synods,  laws, 
canons,  constitutions,  charters,  patents, 
writs,  or  other  records,  nor  yet  in  any  of 
our  old  historians,  living  in  the  reigns  of 
our  British,  Saxon,  Danish  Kings,  before, 
or  of  our  Norman  or  English  Kings,  after 
the  Conquest,  till  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
the  Third  ;—^(vide  Pryn.  on  4th  Inst.  p. 
2  ;)  and,  therefore,  he  is  very  much  dis- 
satisfied with  Sir  Edward  Coke  for  his  de- 
ception, or,  at  best,  his  mistake,  and  de- 
clares, that  ''.had  this  been  the  mode  of 
holding  Parliaments  in  Edward  the  Con- 


fessor's reign,*  and  this  Modus  shtwtktOg 
approved,  and  used,  by  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  in  the  times  of  his  successors^ 
Kin^s  of  England,  as  its  title  asserts, 
(which  certainly  was  added  long  itfter  the 
Conquest,  if  the  Modus  was  before  it,}  or 
transcribed  in  a  parchment  roll,  and  sent 
into  Ireland  by  King  Henry  II.  t6  be  there 
observed,  and  that,  no  doubt,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Judges,  it  is  very  probable 
some  of  our  historians.  Parliamentary 
writs,  rolls,  records,  statutes,  or  law-books, 
would  have  mentioned  it;  especially 
Statham,  Fitsherbert,  Brook,  Tortescue^ 
Sir  lliomas  Smith,  Edward  Vowell,  Hol- 
linshed,  and  Mr.  Camden,  in  their  Titles 
and  Discourses  of  Parliaments.  But  (adds 
he)  not  one  of  all  our  ancient  historisuis. 
Parliament  writs,'  rolis^  records,  journals, 
statutes,  law-books,  or  writers  of  Parlia- 
ments that  I  have  perused,  ever  made  the 
least  mention  of  it,  before  Sir  Edward 
Coke  vouched  it  in  ttie  Parliament  of  35 
Elizabeth,  when  he  was  Speaker.*'  f  See 
Pryn.  on  the  ^th  Inst.  p.  6,  7.)  And  in 
his  "  Additional  Appendix  of  Records,'^ 
(p.  1,)  he  tells  us,  that  in  perusing  Mr. 
Agar's  Abridgment  of  Placita  coram  Rege 
ill  the  treasury  of  the  receipts  of  the 
Kin^s  Exchequer,  be  found  at  the  end  of 
bis  Abridgment  and  table  to  the  Placiia  of 
King  Richard  II.  this  Modus  tcrundi  Parlia^ 
maUum,  transcribed  by  him,  out  of  a  ma* 
nuscript  in  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Library, 
as  relating  to  the  time  of  King  Ridiard  II. 
and  containing  some  passages  in  it  trans- 
cribed out  of  records  in  his  reign.  There- 
fore Mr.  Hagar  thought  that  its  highest 
antiquity  did  not  exceed  the  latter  end  of 
King  Richard  H.'s  reign  ;  and  so  (says 
Mr.  Prynne)  the  author's  discourse  of  itg 
antiquity  and  authority  will  prore  bat  a 
mere  Utopian  fancy  of  his  own  invention. 
(To  be  coiuinutd,) 

*  I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  ob- 
serve, that,  as  t6  the  Laws  of  Edward  the 
Confessor,  the  authenticity  of  those  in 
print  is  controverted  by  Dr.  Hickes. 
(Hie.  Thes.  Ling.  Septen.  dissert,  epist. 
95.)  In  truth,  (says  Mr.  Serjeant  Run- 
nington)  what  were  in  reality  the  Laws  of 
Edward  the  Confessor  is  much  disputed 
by  antiquarians,  and  our  ignorance  of 
them  seems  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  de- 
fects- in  English  history.  The  collection 
of  Laws  in  Wilkins,  which  pass  under  the 
name  of  Edward;  are  plainly  a  posterior 
and  an  ignorant  compilation.  (Hale^s 
Hist,  of  the  Com.  Law,  v.  i,  p.  Q,  note  B*) 
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GENERAL  SARRAZIN. 
Tbance, — Cof^  ^  a  Letter  from  GtntfaX 
Fandamfrtt-^o  the  Mmmer  qf  Wat,  dated 
Boidpgne^Juneyi, 
''l^had  the  honour  of  communicating 
to  your'  Excellency  tBis  morning,  by  a 
telegraphic  dispatch,  that  I  had  received 
certain  information  that  the  General  of 
Brigade  Sanazin,  went  over  to  the  enemy 
yesterday.  On  the  morning  of  tbo  10th 
mst.  Gen.  Sarrazin,  accompanied  by  a 
black  servant,  embarked  at  the  l.ittle 
Warren,  in  a  boat  belonging  to  a  fisher- 
man of  the  name  of  Gamier,  under  pre- 
tence of  going  out  to  fish.  Having  gained 
a  considerable  offing^  and  perceiving  an 
English  bng,  he  compelled  the  crew  to 
put  him  on  board  her,  asserting  that  he 
had  orders  to  carry  a  flag  of  truce.  Hav* 
ing  reached  the  orig,  he  sent  back  the 
boat,  after  having  given  to  the  owner  a 
declaration,  stating,  that  he  had  ordered 
his  fishing  vessel  to  put  him  on  board  the 
English  brig»  upon  something  relating  to 
the  service.  These  facts  are  substantiated 
by  the  official  reports.  So  soon  as  I  be- 
came acquainted  with  his  having  deserted 
to  the  enemy,  the  cbuptersign  was  chang- 
ed throughout  the  military  district;  strong 
guards  and  patroles  took  thfe  rounds  vigi- 
lantly. ^  1  immediately  ordered  Col.  Vm- 
cent,  my  first  Aide-de-camp,  and  Capt. 
Montjovet,  of  the, Gendarmerie,  who  com- 
manded the  public  force,  to  ^proceed  as 
quickly  as  possible  to  the  camp  oil  the 
left,  in  which  the  residence  of  Gen.  Sar- 
razin  was.  All  his  papers  were  secured. 
His  two  Aides-de-camp  and  servants  were 
sent  before  the  Commissary-General  of 
Police,  as  well  as  the  crew  of  the  boat  St. 

( 


Laurent  5  and  every  one,  in  short,  8Q«- 
pected  of  being  conlieeted  with  Gen.  Saif- 
razin,  or  who  could  cofDmunicate  any 
thing  relating  to  his  conduct— The  resolu- 
tion of  this  General  Officer  struck  the 
whole  army  with  astonishment,  and  can 
only  be  ascribed  to  a  sort  of  madness.  All 
the  Generals,  the  principal  Otiicets»  and 
even  the  Soldiers,  cannot  account  for  it ; 
and  I  am  the  '  more  surprized  mpeif, 
having  received  from  this  General  the 
most  positive  assurances  of  bis  zeal,  «f  liii 
attention  to  his  duty,  and  ^  of  his  wish  to 
promote  the  ^aod  of  his  Majesty's  serrict 
There  was  no  person  who  was  more  iadt- 
fatigable  in  his  duly>  who  entered  more 
minut^ty  into  the  details  of  hb  commsod, 
and  by  the  measures  he  adopted,  imprest- 
ed  an  opimon  that  every  thing  he  did  was 
for  the  good  of  the  service.  The  ftry 
eve  of  his  flight  he  communicated  to  m 
the  result  of  an  examination  into  the  ac- 
counts of  the  troops  under  his  coauDaai 
Assuredly,  Sir,  after  these  speaking  proo&i 
it  was  impossible  to  direct  the  slightest 
suspicion  against  the  conduct  of  that  Ge- 
neral Officer.— I  have  the  honour,  &c, 
"  Vandawib.'' 


COBBETT'S 
Parliamentaxy  Debates: 

The  Fiaeenth  Volume  of  the  above 
Work  is  in  the  Press,  and  will  be  poWish- 
ed  with  all  proper  dispatch.  All  Con* 
muoioations  will  be  carefully  attended  to; 
b«t  it  is  particularly  requested  that  tber 
may  be  forwarded  as  early  as  possibW. 


END  OF  VOL.  XVn. 
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